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[No.  14.] 
Treasurer's  Report. 

State  Tbbasurbr's  Office, 
Detroitj  December  1, 1839. 

7h  d0  JliMioraUr  Ife  L^fsialicrs  <^       Stmte  cf  McUgmi: 

In  compliance  ^ith  the  law  requiring  the  fi*easurer  to'biakfe 
an  anouaf  report,  and  hJso  agreeably  to  the  act,  approved  April 
16, 1839.  clo^ng.the  fiscal  year  oti  the  last  day  oif  JVovember, 
1  have  tne  honor  to  here\¥ith  present  my  report  as  treaspreif^ 
accompanied  by  ;i  statement  of  accounts  from  the  '1st  d^ym 
January  to. the  30th  day  of  November,  1889,  in  the  foHowipg 
order:  .        ' 

First  An  account  current  "With  the  genera!  fund.  * 

SecoTid,  An  account  current  'With  the  ihtert^aJ  improvement 
fund.         •  ,  ,      .. 

Third.  An  account  current  with  the  sfclting  fund.  '' 

Fourth,  An  account' current  with  the  contingent  fund:   * 
Fifth.  An  account  carrent  with  the  delinquent  tax  fund.  '  \ 
Sitxth.  An  account  current  with  the  primary  school  fund;  ' 
Seventh.  An  account  current  with  the  primary  school  inter- 
est fund. 

Eighth.  An  account  current  with  the  state  penitentiary  fund. 
^inth.  An  account  current  with  the  bank  fund. 
Thtth.  A  summary  statement  of  accounts,  showing  the  re- 
ceipts, disbursemeilts  and  balances  from  January  1st  to  No- 
vember 80th,  1839. 
Elletenfh.  A  statement  of  balance  account. 
The  account  with  the  general  fund,  exhibits  a  balance  against 
it  of  seventeen  thousand  forty-three  dollars  and  seventy-seven 
cents,  to  which  tidd  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eight  dolters  and  eight  cents,  amount  of  warrants  drawn  on 
that  funij  bv  the  auditor  genera!  previous  to  November  30th, 
[H.Tl.  D6c.]  1  ■  '  *'^ 
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which  remain  unpaid,  swells  the  deficiency  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and 
eighty-five  cents.  1  he  interest  becoming  due  on  state  bonds, 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  payable  out  of  this  fui^d  to 
the  amount  of  seven  thousand  and  eight  hundred  dollars,  has 
been  provided  for  by  placing  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company  to  that  amount,  where  the  cou- 
pons will  be  presented  for  payment.  Of  this  sum,  six  thousand 
dollars  was  for  tho  payment  of  interest  on  the  Detroit  and 
Fontiac  railroad  and  university  state  stock,  which  has  not  yet 
been  refunded  to  the  state.  The  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
company  having  failed  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  which 
became  due  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  last,  upon  the  stock 
loaned  to  said  company  by  the  state,  the  amount  nas  been  paid 
out  of  the  general  fund;  and  pursuant  to  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  rehef  of  the  De- 
troit and  Pontiac  railroad  company,'^  J  have  advertised  said 
road  and  appurtenances  for  sale  at  auction,  at  the  treasurer's 
oflSce,  on  the  second  day  of  March  next. 

The  banks,  which  by  law  are  required  to  pay  to  (be  treasa- 
rer,  for  the  use  of  the  state,  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in,  in  semi-annual  payments 
in  July  and  January  in  each  year,  have  failed  in  making  such 
payment,  due  on  the  third  Monday  of  July  last,  excepting  the 
bank  of  St.  Clair. 

Under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  estabUsh  seats  of  justice,'^ 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county  of  Midland,  have  received  out  of  the  treasury,  for 
their  services^  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars, 
which  amount  has  not  been  refunded  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
land  on  which  such  seat  of  justice  has  been  located. 

Including  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment fund  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  amounting  to  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty^six 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  the  receipts  placed  to  the  credit 
of  that  fund  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  and 
five  thousand  twenty-six  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents,  and 
the  disbursements  amount  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents,  lea- 
ving a  balance  to  the  credit  of  that  fund,  of  3even  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thousand  sixty-six  dollars  and  iforty-five  cents;  refer- 
ence to  statement  No.  12,  will  show  in  what  that  balance  con- 
liists.  ! 

There  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  du- 
ring the  year,  including  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  first  day 
of  January  last,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirtv-three  thou- 
sand four  hundred  ^d  seventy-three  dollars  and  forty^s^ven 
eents;  and  during  the  same  period  there  has  be^  charged  to 
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tet  aoooiint  the  sun  of  four  handred  and  tfairty^ft?e  Uu>U8aDd 
£ve  hondreid  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  seventy  cenis,  showiw 
«  UaDGe  against  that  fond  of  three  hundred  and  two  thousand 
ene  ha&dred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  iwenty-three  ce&ls; 
statement  No.  12,  shows  from  what  fund  that  anooont  was 
ondeiqp. 

The  contfiDgent  fund  being  pl^iced  at  the  disposal  of  the  gov* 
eraor,  the  disbursements  are  noade  npon  his'  warrant.  The 
amouiit  to  the  credit-  of  that  fund  on  llie  first  day  of  January^ 
was  ane^thooaand  and  twenty-two  doUars  and  sixteen  cents; 
that  amonnt  .being  a  deposito  in  the  state  bank;-  an  appropriar 
lion  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  also  piabedto  the  cvedit  of 
tUa  fund.  The  unexpended  balanoe  is  thirteen  hundisd  and 
thirtywfbur  doUars  and  £ftT'*8evBn  cents.  '..  Statement  No.  12^ 
shows  !What .  pn3{^ortion  oi*  that  balance  reraains  in  the  state 
bank,  and  how  much  is  on  deposMe  in  the  bank  of  Michigan. '  - 

There  is  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  dehhqbedt  t^l  fund, 
of  fifteen'  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and 
twantif-three  cents.  This  fund  is  created  by  the  payment  to 
the  treasurer  of  delinquent  taxes,  returned  by  the  several  coun- 
ty treasurers  to  the  office  of  the  auditor  general,  including  in- 
terest and  charges,  and  was  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
interest  accruing  on,  and  to  the  redemption  of  state  stock  to 
be  issued  by  the  treasurer,  the  proceeds  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  to  each  county  treasurer  to  the  aniount  due  to  such  coun- 
ty for  unpaid  taxes. 

The  amount  of  delinquent  taxes  returned  to  the  auditor  ge- 
neral's office,  was  in  round  numbers,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  In  consequence  of  the  depressed  state  of  the  money 
market,  and  the  depreciated  value  of  stocks  generally,  sales 
could  only  be  effected  to  the  amount  of  thirty-one  thousand 
dollars,  which  sum  has  been  paid  to  the  several  counties.  From 
the  failure  in  the  attempt  to  sell  the  whole  amount  of  stock  re- 
quired to  pay  the  counties,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
law  is  partially  defeated — that  is,  the  payment  to  the  counties 
of  the  amount  due  them  for  delinquent  taxes.  So  soon  as  that 
amount  is  ascertained,  as  that  fund  is  daily  increasing,  and  no 
disbursements  are  to  be  made  from  it  but  the  payment  of  the 
semi-amiual  interest  on  thirty-one  thousand  dollars,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  amending  the  law  so  as 
to  authorize  the  treasurer,  upon  the  auditor  general's  warrant, 
to  pay  to  the  several  county  treasurers  the  amount  which  may 
be  to  the  credit  of  that  fund,  either  quarterly  or  semi-annually, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  delinquent  taxes  returned  by 
them. 

There  is  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  primary  school  fund, 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  twenty-two 
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oeiita^  and  to  the  credit  of  interest  <m  primary  sohool  food,  tvi» 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty^ine  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

There  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  penitao* 
tiary  fund,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  8S» 
venty^two  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents,  and  the  same  amount 
disbursed.  Under  the  act  supplementary  to  ^*An  act  «utlKnrir 
sinff  the  building  of  the  state  penitentiary/'  the  governor  ne* 
gotiated  a  loan  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  for  whic^  state  bomia 
have  been  issued,  and  ihe  bonds  of  William  Ford  &  Son,  Tvith 
sufficient  sureties,  received  for  the  same  amount,  payi}>le  in 
monthly  instalments  of  five  thousand  dollars  each.  After  pay^ 
ing  the  amount  above  mentioned  to  the  credit  of  the  state 
penitentiary  fund,  the  said  William  Ford  &  Scm  have  neglec- 
ted to  pay  the  remaining  instalments  as  they  became  dbe. 

I  have,  in  consequence,  placed  their  bond  in  the  -  hands  of 
the  attorney  general  for  collection. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PETER  DESNOYER8, 

State  Dreasmnr. 
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State  of  Michigan^  in  account  %mtk  Hemsy 

DR. 
1839. 

Jan.      1,  To  balance  from  last  year,  #11,553  24 

12,  "  paid  warrant  favor  R.  Man- 
ning, $100  00 

18,  do  do  J.  D.  Pierce,        375  00 

19,  do  do  D.  V.  Bell,  312  50 


21,    "  this  amount,  being  half  year's 
interest  on  $100,000*  uni- 
versity state  stock,  due  Jan. 
1,  1839,  3,000  00 

29,        do        do  J.  J.  Adam,  200  00 

Feb.     4,        do        do  Alvah  Fuller,  47  00 


2 

75 

36  25 

11 

1 

00 

26,  do        do  E.  J.  Roberts, 

27,  do        do  C.  C.  Jackson, 

Mar.     1,        do        do  C.  C.  Douglass, 
2,        do        do  Geo.  H.  Bull, 
4,        do        do  S.  W.  Higgins, 

6,        do        do  D.  Houghton, 
do        do  Bela  Hubbard, 

6,  do        do  St.Jo8e]jh  county 

for  wolf  bounties, 

7,  do        do  L.  E,  Berry, 

13,  do  do  for  half  year's  in- 
terest due  May  1, 1839,  on 
•100,000  state  stock  issued 
May,  1836,  payable  at  Phe- 
nix  bank,  N.  Y.  3,000  00 


153 
83 

00 
33 

200  00 
200  00 
250  00 

500  00 
200  00 

16  00 
175  51 

787  50 


3,247  00 


6,  do  do  C.  C.  Hascall, 

7,  do  'do  H.  H-. Booth,- 
do  do  O.  B.  Hart, 

8,  do  do  E.  Davis,                    2  25 
11,        do  do  P.  Morey,               125  00 

do  do  K.  Pritchette,         312  50 

do  do  A.Felch,                 312  50 


752  25 


236  83 


650  00 


700  00 


191  51 


Carried  forward,  93,000  00  918,167  88 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Umtri,  H-easurerjframJdn.'l  to  Jfojrl,  1839. 

C^ 

IMl  .i    .  •  •'  ■ 

Jul     2j  By  this  amount  received  of  P.  .,  >  ' 

M.PhillipSjpeddler's  license 

on  fcot,  one  year,                "  Mi^'M 

3,  **  thisamount  received  of  Ann  i  .'».,.,' 

Martin,  for  license,  -            •  ..  lO'OO 

4,  "  cash  received  of  G.  Ptdler,  '.  ' 

for  peddler's  license,  30  00 


10,     '^  doof  Coihomcoiniiy  book,   . 

tax  due  th^  istatei  op  to  Jan.  /   .   > . 

1, 1889,  41^  50 

17,     *'  doofWin.  Andei:son,sheiriff 

of  Washtenaw  county,' pot?i 
.  handof  P,  Morey;attoroeiy.-: 

general,  ,  3M  00 


ft.  -     , 


•^tm^. 


•JMiao 


5,     **  do  of  R.  E.  .  Wani,  deputy 

treasurer,  Berrien  coiinty,     /SOOtOO 
"  do  of  Merchants'  bank  of 

Jacksoui  oodntT,]  due:  the   j      .i  *      ,(»; 
state  as'bomis  oncapitd^     >   .08'  84 


i."  >■     ■         568  84 


706  50 


26,     "  do  of  Wih.AinlBirBoii,  sheriff  i    • 

of* Washtenaw  couiity>  pfcr!   . /  '' 
hand  of  P.  Morey,  attorney 
gdHfera),  200  00 

28,     "  (K)  of  Wm.  Anderson,  she*    '  • 
riff  of  Washlfeaaw  ooonty/ 
for  licenses,  .  »      j  m  !60>00 

,;!  ".IP  250  00 

31,     **  do  of  H.  Doty,  auctioneer 

Wayne  county,  46  08 

Feb.    7,     **  do  of  P;  Prestonytsbeijff  .  / 

Berrien  ctettftty,  ■        §9  87 

•'•'»•  -r*i4, —         105  95 

1 5,     •*  do  bf  treasurer  Isen&w^ie  coi     : .  i 
•  by  auditor  general's  war- 
'     rtintfor  amoont  duetDt&at  •*     K    -       :, 
».'  coUnty,  to  apfAjrr  towjitds        mS   >     ,,r- 
'  <' '  sttnount  due  frem.ltiat  cdDn- 
»ty\4)r  taxes,  ,! . :!     '  l,7ia'00 


t «. 


Goried  forward,  •1,712  00  •1,786  S» 


B  HOUSE  DOCUMENT& 

Slate  <^  Mkk^cm,  in  aaotmfU  witk  Hmuy        <. 

DR. 

Brought  forwani,  93,000  00  tl8, 187  >  M 

Mu-.  18,  To  do  favor  C.  Fo«ter,  e  00 


14, 


99, 


^  do  Pi  Morey, 

125  00 

'*  do  C.  H.  Swain, 

7  It 

**  do  Jho.  GibsoDy 

28  60 

"  do  J.  Vickery, 

6  00 

April    3»     '^  d&  fiivor  Jno.  D.  Pierce,        S75  00 

4^     "  do  favor  R.  Manning,  241  32 

^  do  favor  H.  Howard,.  200  00 


20, 


•M 


10,  *^  do  this  am't  int  dad  JaaL  1, 
1839,  on  9100,000  universi^ 
4y  state  stock  at  Manhattan 
bank,  funds  remitted  to 
Morris  canal  and  banking 
company  this  day,  3^000  00 

^  do  this  amount  interest  on 
#100,000  Detroit  and  Pon- 
tiac  railroad  state  stock  8 
mos.  from  May  1,  1838,  to 
Jan.  1, 1839,at6percent,     4,000  00 

^^  interestondofromJan.  1  to     ' 

May  1,  1839, 4  mos.^  163  33 


t7,l«3  33 

add  )  year's  int  due  May  1, 
1839,  on  Palmyra  and  Jack-  * 
sonburgh     railroad     state 
sloek,  700  00 


7,863  33 
90  days'  disoodnt  on  die  a- 
bove  sum  to  convert  90  dys* 
date  state  drafts  into  cash 
funds  in  New  York,  117  24 


"  do  favor  Lewis  Rercd,. 

2  25 

"  do           D.  V.  B4fc«, 

312  50 

^*  do           Gov.  Mason^ 

506  00 

«  do           D.  V.  Bell, 

100  00 

"  do               do 

51  45 

3,006  00 


105  62 


816  32 


7,980  57 


Carried  forward,  9966  20t30,136  43 


r 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  i 

Owardj  Treasurer,  frtm  Jan.  1,  to  May  1,  1839, 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  •1,712  00   «1,73«  29 

Feb.  16,  By  do  of  treasurer  of  Van  Buren 

county,  on  same  account,         159  80 
"  cash  received  of  Bank  of  Con- 

dtantine,  bonus  due  the  state,      67  85 

-  -  }  939  21 

21,  •'  do  of  M.  Chapin,  for  10  co- 

J)ies  of  revised  statutes,  at  - 

«8  each,  30  00 

22,  «  doofcasbierofbankStXlair, 

bonus  due  the  state,  125  00 

Mar.  1,  •*  doofH.C.  Thurbur,  treasu- 
rer of  Oakland  county,  taxes 
due  from  that  county,  3,315  00 


6,  "  do  of  A.  V.  Sill,  treasurer  of 

St.  Joseph  county,  881  04 

7,  "  do  of  D.  D.  Sinclair,  treasu- 

rer of  Lenawee  county,  989  00 

"  do  of  J.  H.  Cleveland,  sheriff 

of  Lenawee  county,  100  00 

20,  "  do  of  John  M.  Hurlbut,  trea- 
surer of  Chippewa  county, 
for  taxes,  48  00 


3,440  00 


1,870  04 


27,  "  this  amount  of  auditor  giene- 
raFfii  warrant  received  of 
treasurer  Calhoun  county  to 
upply  on  account  of  taxe« 
due  the  state,  l;lll  0# 

30,  "  do  for  peddler's  licenses  is- 
sued during  the  quarter  end-  - 
ingthis  day,                              250  00 
April    4,  "  do  of  P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer 

of  Monroe  county,  on  a<i* 

eoiint  of  taxes  for  year  18^8^    600  Ofr 

I,} 

10,  **  amount  of  warrant  drawn  to 

Widet  interest  on  university 

'state  stock  assumed  to  be 

pajd    by    Michigan    state 


143  00 


1,961  04 


Carnej  forward,  '     t>ll,119  58 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  2 


10  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigtmy  in  account  with  Henry 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  9966  20t30,186  43 

April  ao,  To  paid  do  M.  Preston,  75  00 

do        E.  Ransom,  375  00 


22, 


M, 


do 

C.  C.  Parks, 

24  00 

do 

Roberts  &  Griswold, 

93  00 

do 

John  Wright, 

375  00 

do 

Abram  Sager, 

375  00 

do 

R.  Abbott, 

500  00 

do 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher, 
Geo.  Morell, 

400  00 

do 

375  00 

do 

E.  Famsworth, 

375  00 

do 

Thos.  Youhill, 

250  00 

do 

do 

142  46 

do 

D.  Houghton, 

1,300  00 

do 

'Grov.  Mason, 

232  02 

do 

Jno.  Prentiss, 

57.00 

do 

Saginaw  Journal, 

25  00 

do 

Thos.  Fitzgerald, 
Robt.  Abbott, 

75  00 

do 

300  00 

do 

L.  G.  Budlong, 

78  00 

do 

T.  P.  Tucker, 

8  00 

do 

H.  Howard, 

200  00 

do 

G.  R.  Griswold, 

107  45 

do 

Jno.  E.  Schwarz, 
Josiah  Snow, 

31  25 

do 

139  50 

do 

Chas.  Tryon, 

6  09 

do 

H.  L.  Russell, 

85  00 

do 

E.  B.  Harrington, 

162  60 

do  R.  Manning,  250  00 

do  Pontiac  Herald,  25  00 

do  Jno.  Goodrich,  5  04 

do  O.  Marsh,  614  82 


do        P.  O.  Whitman,  7  00 

do        G.  Winchell,  8  00 

do        J.  P.  King,  6  00 


1,416  20 


1,767  OO 


2,442  46 


389  02 


724  70' 


898  10 


894  86 


Carried  forward,  #21  00  •88,168  77 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  11 

Bmardy  TVeaswrtTj  from  Jan.  1  to  May  1,  1889* 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  91 1 , 1 1 9  U 

bank,  but  not  paid  by  that 
bank,  warrant  issued  Dec* 
14,  1838,  3,000  00 

April  10,  By  aniount  warrant  cancelled, 

issued  to  meet  interest  on 
Detroit  and  Pontiac  rail  road 
company,  due  Jan.  1,  1839, 
assumed  by,  but  not  paid  by 
Michigan  state  bank,  4,000  00 


13,  "  this  amount  received  of  trea- 
surer Kalamazoo  county, 
'  being  H.  Howard,  treasu* 
rer's  check  on  Michigan 
state  bank,  upon  primary 
school  fund,  due  that  coun- 
ty, 845  44 
Less,  by  J.  D.  Pierce's  draft 
on  treasurer  of  said  county, 
on  account  of  interest  due 
the  school  fund,  694  34 

Leaying  to  apply  to  credit 
ofsaidcouHty  on  state  taxes,    291  10 

90,  **  this  amount  received  of  D. 
T.  McCollum,  deputy  trea- 
surer Washtenaw  county, 
specific  state  taxes  collect- 
ed, 940  00 

99,  "  check  given  Dec  31,  1838, 
on  Michigan  state  bank,  to 
Robert  Abbott,  auditor  gen- 
eral, returned  and  paid  by 
check  on  bank  of  Michigan, 
included  in  $600  charged 
this  day,  950  00 

29,  "  cash  received  of  C.  S.  Wil- 

liams, auctioneer,  Macomb 
county,  9  16 

30,  «  do  of  Wm.   C.   Sabine,   for 

peddler's  license,  30  00 


7,000  00 


589  16 


Carried  forward,  •18,869  84 


J2  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


April  23, 


24, 


State  of  J[Jkhiganinaoeou,nt  with  Henry 
DR. 


Urought  forward. 

•21  00«38,163  77 

To  paid 

do  P.  Morey, 

528  20 

549  20 

do 

Aymar  &  Shaw, 

318  07 

do 

A.  E.  HathcH), 

276  00 

do 

M.  Braymao, 

25  00 

do 

Thos.  Ctiristian, 

18  00 

637  07 
20,502  17 

do 

Bank  of  Michigan, 

do 

R,  Abbott, 

334  00 

do 

T.  J.  Drnkfi, 

75  50 

do 

Frederick  Shurts, 

22  38 

* 

431  88 

do 

A*  Allen, 

22  38 

do 

S.  McCamly, 

23  50 

do 

H.  Saunders, 

6  00 

do 

A.  G.  Hammond, 

20  09 

71  88 

do 

S.  Yorke  At  Lee, 

200  00 

do 

Wm.  Patrick, 

1  50 

do 

M-  S.  Brown, 

6  00 

do 

J.  T.  Blois, 

118  00 

325  50 

do 

E.  D.  Fisher, 

40  00 

do 

L.  W.  Bebee, 

6  00 

do 

Geo.  L.  Whitney, 

158  45 

204  46 

do 

S.  McKnight, 

518  79 

do 

S.  Xi.  Rood> 

15  25 

do 

J.  J.  Adam, 

11  50 

do 

S.  Fletcher  &  Co., 

25  00 

do 

C.  B.  H.  Fessenden, 

31  00 

601  54 

do 

John  Berry, 

9  00 

do 

do 

315  00 

do 

John  Griiford, 

230  00 

!%fftd  no 

do 

E.  Richardson, 

15  00 

aMtM*M    W 

do 

J.  L.  Ankrim, 

24  85 

do 

L.  Cawalli, 

47  00 

do 

J.  B.  Vallee, 

72  00 

Ml  forward, 

156  85 

1 

A  V\^     S7  V 

Carrie 

W2,200  82 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS-  18 

TVeoMirer,  from  Jutu  1,  to  May  1,  1839. 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  918,662  84 

April  2Qy  Bjr  this  amount  transferred  from 

internal  inprovement  fund 
account,  80,000  00 


Caniei  forward,  #08,862  84 


14  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Henry 

DR. 

Brought  forward  962,200  33 

April  24,  To  paid  do  J.  L.  H.  Hayes,  i22  87 

do        T.  E.  Gidley,  22  00 

do        F.  H.  Harris,  32  00 


6  00 

39  85 

3  00 

16  00 
3  50 
1  00 

do        John  Flattery, 
do        Rob't  Elliot, 
do        D.  Bacon, 

do        J.  Stilson, 
do        M.  Paulding, 
do        A.  Smolk, 

25,  ''check  on  Michigan  state 
bank  for  this  amount  ad- 
vanced Jno.  S.  Bagg,         11,548  37 
"  do  on  bank  of  Michigan  for 

balance,  12,788  16 

"  paid  warrant  favor  J.  S. 
Bagg,  for  the  sum  of  (as 
follows,)         929,456  53 
Less  amount  ad- 
vanced him  Ap'l 
14,  1838, 

$5,000  00 
Less  am't  de- 
ducted   from 
his  account,  125  00 

5,125  00 


24,331  53 
^24,881  53 

To  paid  warrant  favor  Messrs. 

Baggs,        1,886  50 


76  37 


48  85 


20  50 


26,218  08 


do  J.  P.  Kirk,  6  00 

do  J.  A.  Van  Dyke,  12  00 

do  Marsh  &  Chittenden  4  88 

do  A.  W.  Pitts,  6  00 

28  88 

do  S.  H.  Porter,  81  00 

do  E.  B.  Seely,  8  00 


Carried  forward,  #84  00  #88,592  95 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  15 

Btmardy  TY^asurery  from  Jan.  1,  to  May  1,  1839. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  •dSySeS  64 


Carried  forward,  #96,662  84 


1«  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Henry 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  484  00  088,502  95 
April  25,  To  paid  do  D.  Thompson,  30  00 

do        Collins,  Keese  &  Co.,  022  04 

do        Kent  &  Ogden,  500  00 


27,    do        Wm.  Lundy,  100  00 

do        C.  Mitchell,  27  00 

do        H.  B.  Webster  &  Co.,     28  87 


1,545  04 


155  87 


do        Baldwin  &  Kiinball,         13  11 
da        T.  M.  Perry,  25  00 

do        Edward  Mundy,  756  00 


794  11 


29,     do  S.  Titus,  12  00 

do  S.  A,  Chapin,  3  00 

do  B.  B.  Kercheval,  252  00 

^                                   do  Lemuel  Goodell,  150  00 


do 

E.  J.  Roberts, 

114  GO 

30,     do 

R.  W.  Ingalls, 

5  00 

do 

H.  A.  Levake, 

3  00 

27,     do 

S.  W.  Stelle, 

3  00 

417  00 


125  60 

80,  ''  this  amount  being  balance  due 
the  state  charged  to  ac't,  P« 
Desnoyers,  treasurer,  7,232  27 

$98,862  84 


H.  HOWARD, 
State  Treasurer. 
Detroit^  Jfyril  30,  1839. 


HOUSS  DOCUMENTS.  n 

Bomri,  Thmmrm-yfaomJoiu  I,  taMttfl,  1839. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  •98,863  8^ 


f  .  ' 


•   I 


'. 


( 1} 


« 


* 
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IS  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


1839. 


Siate  of  Mk/D^gam^  m  general  ^aoemiU 
DR. 


For  payment  of  warrants  to 
the  following  named  per- 
sons to  wit: 
May  1,     To  Wm.  Anderson,  for  21  days' 

attendance  upon  the    su- 
preme court  during  the  y'rs 
1837  and  1838,  as  sheriff 
of  Washtenaw  county.  842  00 

"  Pease,  Chester  &  Co.,  char- 
ges transportation  and  sto- 
rage of  muskets,and  also  for 
provisions  furnished  under 
the  order  of  the  quarter 
master  general,  for  the  use 
of  the  men  called  out  to  re- 
pel patriots  of' Canada  in 
the  winter  ol  1837,  102  67 

"  Robert  Abbott,  for  1  months' 
salary  as  auditor  general  to 
April  30,  at  91,000,  83  33 

"  H.  Howard,  for  1  mo's  sala- 
ry as  state  treasurer,  to 
April  30,  at  9800  per  ann.,      66  66 

"  John  Berry,  for  completing 
the  journal  of  the  senate 
for  the  session  of  1830.  60  00 

"  K.  Pritchette  and  A.  Pelch, 
for  their  expenses  in  inves- 
tigating the  Oakland  coun- 
ty bank,  and  the  bank  of 
Macomb,  24  00 


2,  "  Georce  Coombs,  for  services 

at  Uie  capitol,  175  00 

^*  D.  S.  Curtiss,  for  printing 
general  order  of  the  adjutant 
general  and  for  appropria- 
tion made  session  of  legisla- 
ture, 1838,  for  newspapers,  27  00 
H.  E.  Perry,  for  attendance 
as  witness  on  the  committee 


•378  66 


If 


forward,  tSOd-OO  t   ||B7Ai66 


r 


HOUSE  D0CUMSNT8.  \9 

■ii  PeUr  jQanoyerSy  TireA$urer* 

CR. 

!8ML 

Miy  1 ,  By  this  amount  rec'd  of  H.  How* 
ard,  late  treasurery  check 
on  bank  of  Michigan,      •22,521  01 
*'  cash  from  H.  Howard,  late 

treasurer,  74  CO 


•22,505  01 


%  ^^  amount  received  from  L. 
Reed,  late  BherifT  of  Kent 
county,  6  00 

"  do  of  Alex'r  V.  Sill,  treasu- 
rer of  St  Joseph  county, 
for  state  taxes  of  1837,  1 15  00 

11,  '*  do  from  N.  H.  Munson,  trea- 
surer of  St.  Clair  coynty,  on 
account  of  specific  state 
taxes,  77  81 

14,  "  do  from  Isaac  Sears,  treasu- 
rer of  Cass  county,  on  ac- 
count of  specific  state  taxes,  86  24 

17,  "  do  from  Joshua  Bangs,  trea- 

surer of  Van  Buren  county, 
on  account  of  state  taxes,      295  00 
"  do  from  Andrew  Longstreet, 
sheriff  of  Van  Buren  coun- 
ty, balance  specific  taxes.  12 

205  12 

18,  "  do  from  Palmyra  and  Jack- 

sonburg  railroad  company, 
on  accouht  of  interest  due 
on  state^tock,  May  1, 1839,  099  00 

28,  "  do  from  Aaron  Dykeman, 
treasurer  of  Kent  county, 
for  specific  state  taxes,  75  88 

44,    "  do  from  M.  Preston,  treasu- 
rer of  Calhoun  county,  for 
*  spedfic  state  taxes,  228  00 

28,  «  do  from  Palmyra  and  Jack- 
sonburg  railroad  company, 
for  interest,  6  17 

''  do  from  Robert  Wbeatoo^ 

sheriff  of  Eaton  coanty,  1  15 

€8ftfett1brward,  tf  82^24,176  51 


9©  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.* 

Stateof  JUkhMgaUf  i»  fcndro/  tfbcoMut 
DB, 

Brought  forward,  #202  00       $S79  66 

of  election^)  3  days,  at  #1,        .3  00 
May   2,  Topaiddo  J.Decker.,  fori  day'* 

pay  as  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  3  00  • 

"  A.  Tackels  for  do    do  3  00 

i^    *  211  00 

"  contingent  fund,  for  this  am' t  . 
appropriated  by  act  of  A- 
'■     •  pril  6,  1838,  subject  to  the 

order  of  the  governor  to 
pay  unforseen  expenses,  1,500  OO 

*»  "  John  Norton,  for  wood  fur- 

nished the  capitol,  ,  94  75 

3,  *'  John  S.  Bagg,  for  253  copies 
of  the  revised  statutes,  as 
per  certificate  of  secretary 
of  state,  at  $2  30,  581  90. 

"  SamM  Walker,  for  attendance 
as  witness  before  an  inves- 
tigating committee,  2  days,        2  00 
"  Titus  Dort,for  1  day's  pay  as 

niember  of  the  legislature,    . .   3  jOO 
"  John  Gibson,  for  services  as 
crier  of  the  supreme  court 
.&  court  of  chancery,  in  the 
'  county  of  Wayne,  JI61  50 

For  fuel  and  lights 
furnished,  &  other 
incidental  expenses,    75  00 


136  50 


723  40 


"  J.  W.  Wallace,  for  printing 
general  orders  of  adjutant 
general,  .  !85  00 

"  O.  Hawkins,  for  services  as 

member  of  the  senate,  157  00 

"  J  as.  J.  Cacotte,  for  services 
as  door  keeper  pro  tern,  of 
the  house,  and  also  for  re- 
pair of  locks  and  drawers,        12  85 

"  A.Wales,  for  amount  due  K. 

Carried  forward,  tlrM  2§  #2,802  81 


HOUISE  DOCUMENTS.     .  «1 

itt  Feter  Desnayen^  Treasury, 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  t7  32«24,176  §7 

Ifay  28,  B7  do  for  delinquent  taxes,  169  96 

"  do  for  peddler's  license,  20  00 


197  28 


"  this  amount  paid  late  Trea- 
surer, check  in  favor  treasu- 
rer of  Allegan  county,  drawn 
oa  primary  school  fund, 
(omitted  May  7lh,)  139  52 

Jane  6,  "  this  amount  received  of  D. 
D.  St.  Clair,  treasurer  Of 
Lenawee  county,  on  account  •   .. 

of  specific  taxes,     "  *'  185  W 

15,  "  do  from  John  D.  Irviii,  treasu- 
rer of  Mackinac  county,  for 
state  taxes  of  1838,  88  00 

22,  "  do  from  university  of  Michi- 
gan, for  one  year's  interest 
on  state  stocks,  due  July  I, 
1839,  6,099  75 

24,  "  do  from  Wm.    Scott,   late 

treasurer  of  Mackinac  coun- 
ty, on  account  of  specific 
state  taxes,  77  48 

25,  "  dp  from  Lewis  E.  Bai!ey,  for  ' ' 

auction  duties,  ii;i  Monroe 
county,  for  half  year  ending 
May  31,  1839,  18  28 

July  16,  "  do  from  George  Spafford, 
auctioneer,  Lenawee  coun- 
ty, for  auction  duties,  5  24 

17,  "  do  for  sUte  bonds,  20,000  00 

«  do  from  Otis  McGaffy,  for 
auction  duties,  in  St.  Joseph 
county,  21  25 

20,021  25 

24,  "  do  from  Henry  Doty,  auc- 
tioneer, for  duties  on  goods, 
Wayne  county,  1 19  90 

80,  "  do  from  J.   R   Cobb,   auc^  \  -*    ^ 

tioneer,  Wayne  county,  for      * 
auction  duties,  ...    -    *  1^ 


1 

i 


1.     .  »x 


Carried  forward,  .     951,072  90 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTa 

State  of  Michigan^  in  gmenU  accmaU 

Brought  forward.  $169  36    •2,692  81 

S.  Bingham,  speaker, 

•6  00 
May  4,     To  paid  warrant  favor 

of   N.  H.    Finney, 
member  of  the  house,   3  00 
"  E.  N.  Ormsby,  do        3  00 

12  00 

.^    .  "  John  Wright,  for  2  mo's  and 

4  day's  services  as  botanist, 
to  May  4,  at  «I,500,  266  66 

.,  6,  «  Joseph  Clark,  for  attending 
district  and  senatorial  dis- 
trict canvass,  1838,  8  00 

"  D.  S.  McDonell,for  atten- 
dance as  a  member  of  a 
brigade  court  martial,  6  00 

"  John  Greves,  printing  gen- 
eral orders  of  the  adjutant 
general,  25  qq 


<  I    .  k 


'*  A,  Sager,  for  services  as 
zoologist,  from  March  1  to 
May  5,  1838,  at  #1,600  per 
annum,  270  83 

"  Charles  Seward,  for  travel 
and  expenses  incurred  in  re- 
claiming fugitives  from  jus- 
tice,on  a  requisition  from  the 
governor  of  Michigan  on 
the  governors  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  during  the  fall 
of  1838,  as  per  account  and 
vouchers  on  file  in  the  office 
auditor  general,  538  14 


447  91 


39  00 


808  97 


7,  "  Charles  O'Nielfor  servicqe' 

as  messenger  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  1839,  J04  00 

8,  "  E,  Kendall,   for    publishing 

general  orders  of  adj'tgen,,  26  00 

?>  !1  ^*  Manning,  for  qr's  salary  as 

Carried  forward,  94,287  69 


HOUSE  DOCUMENT&  fit 

mUkPeier  Hemunfers  IVtanurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  •61,073  90 

July  31,  By  do  for  peddler's  licences,  180  00 

^°S*  ^9     ^*  ^  ^^^^"^   A.  Chandler,  for 

auction  duties,  1  41 

'^  do  from  treasurer  of  Jackson 
county,  balance  of  check  on 
primary  school  fund,  .  104  16 

<«  do  from  bank  of  St.  Clair, 
for  half  yearly  payment  of 
state  tax,  due  in  July,  titaS  II 

**  from  N.  H.  Munson,  treasu- 
rer of  St  Clair  county  on 
account  of  state  taxes,  70  39 


a*^ 


812  50 


19,  "  do  from  H.  a  Thurber,  trea- 

surer of  Oakland  county, 

for  specific  state  taxes,  858  00 

20,  "  do  from  Peter  P.  Ferry,  trea- 

surer of  Monroe  county, 

for  specific  state  taxes,  S27  45 

26,  "  do  from  N.  H.  Munson,  trea- 

surer of  St  Clair  county,  for 
specific  state  taxes,  143  25 

*^  do  from  bank  of  St  Clair,  for 

state  bonds,  '  11,000  00 

27,  **  do  from  J.  &  Bagg,  for  re^    . 

vised  statutes  and  sessioD 

laws  sold  by  him,  424  00 

90,      **  this  amount  paid  a  warrant 

on  primary  school  fund,  ini    . 

favor  of  Lapeer  county,  195  84 

Sept  16,     "this  amount  received  from 

Garry  Spencer,  treasurer  of  . 

Wayne  county,  on  acoount 

of  s{^ific  state  taxes,  1,455  00 

84,      **  do  from  Henry  Selvey,  d^ 

puty  treasurer  of  Mackinac 

county,  on  account  ef  state 

taxes  for  1838,  15  12 

25,      "  do. from  H.  C.  Thilrber, 

treasurer  of  Oakland  coiB^ 

ty,  on  aceoont  of  •p9cifi& 

state  taxes,  410  50 

X^arried  forward,  i65'969  81 


M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  JlSehiganf  m  gekert^l  adamni 

DIL 

Brought  forward,  94,287  60 

secretary  of  state  to  6th 

instaDt,  9250  00 

less  office  fees  received  by 

him,  14  98 


•  r 


235  02 


52  25 


Hay  IS,  To  Benj.  C.  Cox,  for  attendance 

as  witness  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  northern  and  south* 
em  railroads,  9  75 

**  Guy  Carpenter  for  this  a- 
mount  appropriated  by  le- 
gislature, 1839^  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  sickness 
while  engaged  in  supporting 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws 
in  the  year  1835,  41  00 

**  Jas.  A.  Armstrong,^  for  atten- 
dance as  witness  before 
court  martial,  2  days,  1  50 

'■  ■' 

14,  ''  Thomas  Fiti^erald,  one 
day's  pay  as  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  3  00 

'  '  **  Louis  Beaufait,  one  day's 
pay  as  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  3  00 

16,  **  O.  Wilcox,  for  preparing  the 

manual  of  1899,'  for  the  se- 
1  '  (•<  i  nate,  5  00 

"  J.  A.  &  B.  Browni  for  print- 
ing militia  orders,  as  ^r 
appropriaftion  made  1839,         }  0 '  00 
t»^>    .i  1 . 1    «  J.  Clark  for  one  day  as  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,.  3.4M)* 

«  .      —  18  00 

17,  ^'  N.  Sullivto^  for  printing  gen 

'  i    •  ^  neral  order,  25  00 

18,  "  Wm.  H.  Wilder,  for  services  ^  .i.' 

as  enrolling  clerk  to  the 

house  of  repi^sentatives^ .    •     .  12  60 

Carried  forward,  94,635  96 


6  00 


;'« 


*•    «. 


•  1 '  ^1 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  25 

M  Peter  DesnoyerSj  Treasurer, 

Brought  forward,  •65,089  13 

Sept  28,  By  cash  from  George  Spafford, 
auctioneer,  Lenawee  coun- 
ty, for  auction  duties,  4  96 
Oct  12,    •*  Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer  of 
Van  Buren  county,  for  spe- 
cific state  taxes,                                            76  00 
16,    **  A.Dykeman, treasurer  Kent 
county,   for  specific  state 
taxes,                                                           142  81 
18,     "  C.  De  Witt,  treasurer  Gene- 
see   county,     for    specific 
state  taxes,                                                  65  00 
22,     "  H.  C.   Thurber,   treasurer 
Oakland  county,  for  specific 
state  taxes,                                                   75  00 
28,     "  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg 

railroad,  for  interest,  700  00 

Not.  11,  **  John  Gould,  treasurer  Clin- 
ton county,  for  specific 
state  taxes,  40  00 

13,    "  N.  H.   Munson,   treasurer 
St.  Clair  county,  for  speci- 
fic state  taxes,  85  52 
25,     "  treasurer  Macomb  county, 

for  specific  state  taxes,  985  03 

"  treasurer  Lapeer  county,for 

specific  state  taxes,  12  74 

97  77 

27,     "  this  amount  from  treasurer 

of  Cass  county,  for  state 

taxes,  and  specific  taxes  by 

warrant  on  primary  school 

fund,  608  00 

30,     "  this  amount  received    for 

peddler's  licenses,  170  00 

"  ao  R.  Manning,  for  6  vols. 

revised  statutes,  18  00 


Carried  forward,  968,022  19 

[H.  R.Doc]  4 


26  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  general  account 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  f4|635  9G 

May  18,  To  paid  do  Henry  Gilbert,  for 

printing  general  orders,  925  00 

"  H.  C.  Bunce,  for  do  26  00 

50  GO 

21,  "  N.  P.  Drake,  for  services  as 

teamster,  in  supporting  the 
supremacy  of  tne  laws,  16  00 

"  C.  A.  Adams,  for  services 

as  recording  clerk  of  the  ' 

legislature,  one  day,  8  00 

**  J-  L.  Near,  for  one  day's 
pay  as  member  of  the  legis^ 
lature,  1830,  3  00 

22  00 

22,  **  G.  W.  Raney,  for  publishing 

general  orders,  25  00 

"  Chas.  D.  W.  Gibson,  treasu- 
rer of  Genesee  county,  for 
wolf  bounty  certificates,  112  00 

24,  "  treasurer  of  Calhoun  coun- 
ty, on  account  of  dues  to 
said  county  for  delinquent 
taxes  returned  to  auditor 
general's  office  for  1839,     1,015  68 

"  Eldridge  and  Denton,  for 
printing  general  orders  of 
adjutant  general,  25  00 


25,  "  E.  J.  Van  Buren,  for  print- 
ing general  orders,  25  00 
"  Marvm  Preston,  for  services 
as  member  of  the  board  of 
district  canvassers,  Decem- 
ber, 1888,  for  the  sixth  sen- 
atorial district,  three  days, 
and  thirty-five  miles  travel      10  37 

27,  "  S.  Humes  Porter,  for  1  quar- 
ter's salaryas  private  secre- 
tary to  the  governor,  end- 
ing the  26th  May,  at  (500 


1,040  68 


35  37 


Carried  forward,  95,921  01 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  VI 

■U  P«tcr  Deaiioyer*,  Dreaturer. 

OR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,032  19 


Carried  forward,  968,022  10 


98  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS, 

State  of  Michigafiy  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  t5,921  01 

per  annum,  9125  00 

May  27,     To  paid  do  L.  Bunt,  deputy 

sheriff  of  Washtenaw  coun- 
ty, for  expenses  incurred  in 
going  to  state  of  New  York 
with  a  requisition  for  Philo 
S.  Rawson,  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  1^9,  and  ten  days' 
travel,  at  9S  per  day,  99  00 


it 


i< 


Michigan  state  bank,  for 
moneys  advanced  to  the 
members  and  officers  of  the 
legislature  of  1839,  7,306  85 

Michigan  state  bank,  for 
cash  paid  Messrs.  Buel,  But- 
ler, Smith  and  Cook,  as  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  120  00 


224  00 


7,428  85 


"  E.  B.  Tuttle,  for  services 
as  enrolling  clerk,  not  before 
settled,  3  days,  at  (3,  9  00 

31,  "  Treasurer  of  Jackson  coun- 
ty for  wolf  bounties,  M  00 
June     1,  **  Peter  Morey,  for  3  months' 

salary  as  att'y  general  from 
March  1,  to  June  1,  1839,  125  00 
"  A.  E.  Hathon,  for  atten- 
dance on  committee  of  in- 
vestigation of  the  affairs  of 
board  of  internal  improve- 
ment, serving  subpoenas,  use 
of  office,  &c.,  25  00 

**  State  Journal,  for  printing 
general  orders  of  adjutant 
ffeneral,  25  00 

«  John  S.  Bagg,  for  800 
copies  revised  laws,  deli- 
vered at  92  30  per  copy,        690  00 

865  00 


Carried  forward,  •14,608  86 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  «» 

mik  Peter  Desnoyars,  D-ewwrsr.  ^ 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  *  #68,022  19 


I 


■       "N 


mmmmmm^mi^ 


Cmied  forwaid,  #68,099  19 


M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michiganj  in  getieral  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  tl 4,508  86 

June  4,       To  paid  do  George  H.  Bull, 

for  servicesas  minor  assist- 
ant of  the  zoological  corps 
from  March  1,  to  June  1, 
1839,  at  9800  per  annum?  200  00 

5,  "  Benjamin  Porter,  comm  is- 

sioner,  for  services  andex*- 
penses  incurred  in  remov- 
mg  eleven  convicts  from 
Detroit  to  Jackson,  208  68 

6,  •*  D.  E.  Brown,  L  Newton  and 

6.  Meacham,  for  one  day's 
services  each,  as  members 
of  the  legislature,  at  #3  per 
dav,  99  00 

"  A.  T.  Grossman,  for  inspect- 
ing four  battalions  of  militia 
in  1838,  16  00 

''  Adam  Peabody,  for  printing 
general  orders  of  adjutant 
general,  in  Western  Post,        25  00 


7,  "  Strong  &  McReynolds,  for 
frei^t  of  one  box  books 
from  New  York,  for  state 
library,  2  78 

**  James  U.  Lanman,  for  300 
copies  of  the  history  of  Mi- 
chigan, by  James  H.  Lan- 
man, 600  00 


50  00 


602  78 


7,  <'  Randolph  Manning,  for  re- 
cording back  laws,  under  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  provi- 
ding for  recording  of  the 
laws,  €md  for  other  purpo- 
ses," (balance,)  250  00 
'^  delinquent  taxes,  am't  trans- 
ferred to  that  account,  im- 
properly credited  to  this,        169  96 


CI 


John  S.  Bagg,  for  this  am% 


419  96 


Carried  forward,  *  •15.985^3 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  si 

wiA  Peter  DesTun/ers^  TreoMurer^ 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  1^6,022  19 


Carried  forward,  •08,022  19 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  MRchigOTiy  in  general  account 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  •! 5,985  23 

on  account  of  119  copies  of 
revised  statutes,  delivered 
this  day,  $61  30 

June     8,      To  paid  do  N.  Little,  for  one 

day's  services  as  member  of 
the  legislature,  3  00 

64  30 

10,  "  H.  J.  Tyler  &  Co.,  for  print- 

ins  general  orders  of  the 

adjutant  general,  in  1838,  25  00 

11,  "  J.  M.  Burger,  for  24  vols. 

Niles'  Register,  te,  120  00 

«  S.  W.  Higgins,  for  1  q'rs 
salary  as  topographer  to  the 
geological  department,  from 
March  1st,  to  June  1st,  1839, 
at  91,000  per  annum,  250  00 

870  00 

12,  "  DeGrafT  &  Townsend,  for 

brass  shovel  and  tongs,  and 

knob  lock  for  state  library,  8  00 

13,  ''  Douglass  Houghton,  for  one 

q'rs  salary,  as  geologist, 
ending  May  31  st,  at  92,000 
per  annum,  500  00 

"  C.  C.  Douglass,  for  one  q'rs 
salary,  as  assistant  geolo- 
gist, ending  31st  May,  at 
•800  per  annum,  200  00 

*^  Belah  Hubbard,  for  one 
q'rs  salary,  assistant  geolo- 
gist, ending  31st  May,  at 
•800  per  annum,  200  00 


900  00 


15,  **  Douglass  Houghton,  ffeolo- 

fist,  for  this  amount,  being 
alf  of  the  fund  of  ^2,600 
appropriated  in  1838,  to  de- 
fray contingent  expenses  of 
his  department,  1,300  00 

•*  T.  M.  Perry,  for  newspa- 

Carried  forward,  •18,652  53 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


wUk  Peter  Desnayers,  T)reasuret. 

CR. 

Brought  forward, 


#68,0^  19 


Carried  forward, 
[H.  R.  Doc]  5 


•68,029  19 


84  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS- 

State  f^ Michigan^  mgemeral  account 

DR. 
Brought  forward,  #18,652  53 

pers  furnished  to  the  legis- 
lature, 12  50 
June  18,  To  paid  do  interest  on  peniten- 
tiary state  stock,  half  year, 
due  July  1,  at  Mantiattan 
bank,  N.  Y.,                         tBOO  00 

'*  interest  due  July  1, 1839,  on 
Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
stock,  at  Manhattan  bank, 
N.  Y.,  #100,000  at  6  per 
cent,  3,000  00 

''  interest  due  July  1  1839,  on 
•100,000  university  state 
stock,  at  Manhattan  bank, 
N.  Y.,  at  6  per  cent,  3,000  00 


'» 


19,  "  James  F.  Royce,    for  four 

days'  services  as  crier  su- 
preme court,  second  judi- 
cial circuit,  6  00 
**  George  Coombs,  for  services 
at  the  capitol,  105  days,  at 
$1  per  day,                              105  00 

20,  "  S.  B.  Brophy,  for  16  days' 

attendance  as  witness,before 
investigating  committee  of 
the  house,  at  #1  per  day,  16  00 

"  B.  Cox,  for  1 1  days'  attend- 
ance •as  witness  before  the 
investigating  committee  of 
the  house,  at  #1  per  day,         1 1  00 


6,600  00 


111  00 


27  00 


21,  "  Josiah  Pierce,    register    of 

Shiawassee  county,  for  ser- 
vices as  district  canvasser, 
1  day,  1  50 

22,  "  Henry  Howard  for  postage 

paid  on  official  letters  and 
documents  received  at  au- 
ditor general's  office,  75  00 
2<,    "  James  liingsley,  for  1  day's 

Carried  forward,  #25,479  53 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  85 

wUk  Peier  DtsnoyerSy  Treasurer. 

CR, 
Brought  forward,  tttS  0S2  19 


Carried  forward,  •68,022  19 


96  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  f25,479  53 

services  as  senator,  session 
1888,  '39,  3  00 

July    1,     To  paid  do  treasurer  of  Kala- 

mazooco.,for  wolf  bounties,  956  00 

"  E.  Ransom,  for  one  qr's  sal- 
ary as  associate  judge,  to 
June  30,  at  (1,500  per  an.,    375  00 

"  Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  for  one 
qr's  salary  as  chief  justice, 
to  June  30,  at  81,600  per 
annum,  400  00 

"  E.  Farnsworth,  for  one  qr's 
salary  as  chancell'rof  state, 
at  81,500  per  annum,  375  00 

"  George  Morell,  for  one  qr's 
salary  as  associate  justice, 
at  81,500  per  annum,  375  00 

1,581  00 

4,  "  John  D.  Pierce,  superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction^ 
for  one  qr's  salary,  ending 
June  30,  1839,  at  81,500 
per  annum,  375  00 

6,  "  S.  T.  Mason,  for  one  qr's 
salary  as  governor,  to  June 
30, 1839,  at  82,000  per  an.,  500  00 

15,  *'  Isaac  Wixom,  for  27  days' 
services  as  member  of  the 
committee  of  investigation  % 

on  the  accounts  of  J.  B. 
Hunt,  late  commissioner  of 
internal  imp't,  and  travel,      87  00 

"  John  Norton,  for  one  day's 
attendance  as  witness  be- 
fore com*  of  investigation,        1  00 

"  L.  S.  Humphrey,  for  three 
days  attendance  and  travel 
as  witness  before  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  7  00 

"  Justus  Goodwin,  for  24  days' 
services  and  travel  as  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  of  in- 


Carried  forward,  895  00  827,938  53 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  37 

witi  Peter  Desnoyers,  Jireasurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


t      > 


*      t 


Carried  forward,  968,022  19 


38  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan,  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  (95  00  927,938  53 

vestigation,  on  the  accounts 

of  J.  B.  Hunt,  111  00 


206  OO 


July  16,  To  paid  do  O.  Marsh,  for  servi- 
ces attending  on  committee 
of  investigation  on  the  ac- 
counts of  J.  B.  Hunt,  and 
summoning  witnesses,  42  87 

"  S.  Humes  rorter,  for  servi- 
ces as  secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  on 
the  accounts  of  J.  B.  Hunt, 
24  days,  at  $2  per  day,  48  00 

"  Samuel  Philips,  for  1  day's 
attendance  as  witness  be- 
fore com.  of  investigation,  1  00 

•*  Henry  Howard,forone  days' 
services  as  witness  be- 
fore coTfi.  of  investigation,         1  00 

50  00 

"  Edward  Clark,  for  services 
as  brigade  inspector,  for 
1838,  16  00 

17,  "  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  for  ta- 
king depositions,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  board  of  intem'l 
impr'vem'nt  commission'rs,        8  58 

"  William  Hill,  for  repairs  on 

Governor's  room,  in  1838,       21  88 

"  P.  O.  Whitman,  for  services 
as  a  witness  before  commit- 
tee of  investigation  on  the 
accounts  of  J.  B.  Hunt,  two 
days,  and  travel,  5  00 

<*  Charles  W.  Whipple,  for  one 
quarter's  salary  as  associate 
justice,  to  July  16,  1839,        375  00 

"  Jas.DanieI,  for  two  days'  ser- 
vices as  witness  before  the 
committee  of  investigation 
on  accounts  of  J.  B.  Hunt,        8  00 

Carried  forward,  9412  96  928,258  40 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  39 

wHk  Peter  Deenojfers.  Treasurer . 

CR, 

Brought  forward^  •68,022  19 


Carried  forward,  #68,022  19 


40  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

f 

State  of  Michigan^  in  gmeral  account 
DR. 
Brought  forward,  '  9412  06  928,253  40 

July  17,     To  paid  do  Tracy  McCraken, 

for  three  days'  attendance 
as  witness  before  committee 
of  investigation  on  the  ac- 
counts of  J.  B.  Hunt,  3  00 


I* 


415  96 


**  Jas.  Cahoon,  attendance  be- 
fore the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation of  the  board  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  2  days, 
and  travel,  4  00 

20,  "  Benj.  Porter,  for  services  as 
agent  of  state  prison  86  days, 
to  June  24,  1839,  at  81,000 
per  annum,  186  30 

"  Ira  A.  Reed,  for  services  as 
deputy  keeper  of  state  pri- 
son, from  17th  of  April  to 
July  12,  1839,  83  days,  at 
•500  per  annum,  113  15 

"  G.  W.  Gorham,  for  visits 
and  medicine  furnished  for 
convicts  at  state  prison  from 
25th  May  to  24th  June,  '39, 
inclusive,  25  00 

*'  Peter  Morey,  for  1  day's  at- 
tendance as  a  witness  on 
committee  of  investigation 
on  the  ac'ts  of  Jas.  B.  Hunt, 
commissioner,  1  00 


23,     "  E.  P.  Gardner,  for  publishing 
general  order  of  adjutant 

fneral  in  Michigan  Argus,  25  00 
M.  Gould,  for  services 
copying  bill  of  chancery  for 
investigating  committee  up- 
on Washtenaw  bank,  3  00 
'<  Bates,  Walker  &  Douglass, 
for  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  ac't  furnished 
legislature,  3  75 


325  45 


Carried  forward,  '  931  75928,998  81 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  41 

wifi  Peter  Desnoyers,  Treasurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


Carried  forward,  f68,022  19 

[H.  R.  l>oc.]  6 


42  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Miehigatif  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  $Sl  75«28,998  81 

July  22,  To  paid  do  James  Saunders,  for 

services  attending  the  chan- 
cery and  supreme  courts, 
19  days,  as  sheriff,  at  92 
per  day,  38  00 


25,  "  AmasaBagleyfor  4  days' at- 
tendance as  a  witness  in  the 
case  of  Judge  Morell,  3  50 

"  A.  Barber,6  days'  attendance 
as  a  witness  in  the  case  of 
Judge  Morell,  and  mileage,        4  50 

"  A.  Smolk,  for  2  days'  attend- 
ance as  a  witness  before  the 
committee  of  investigation 
on  account^  of  J.  B.  Hunt,         2  00 


69  75 


**  A.  H.  Adams,  for  two  days' 
attendance  as  witness  be- 
fore committee  investiga- 
ting J.  B.  Hunt's  accounts,        2  00 

"  John  M,  Berrien,  for  2  days' 
attendance,  and  80  mUes 
travel,  as  witness  before  the 
committee  investigating  J. 
B.  Hunt's  accounts,  6  00 


10  00 


8  00 


27,  "  Britt  &  Brown,  for  publish- 
ing general  orders  of  adju- 
tant general,  25  00 
"  C.  R,  Ganson,  for  services 
as  clerk  of  state  prison  26 
days,  at  9500  per  annum,        77  78 


102  78 


29,  '^  Joseph  Hutchin,  for  services 
as  sheriiTof  Kalamazoo  CO., 
attending  on  court  of  chan- 
cery, in  the  3d  circuit,  16  00 

80,  '*  Isaac  S.  Rowland,  for  1  qr's 
salary  as  adjutant  general 
Michigan  militia,  31  25 

31,    '^  treasurer  of  Macomb  county 

Carried  forward,  829,236  59 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  43 

«■«<&  Peter  Detneyert,  TVeantrer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  ^     968,022  19 


Carried  forward,'  968,022  19 


44  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  ofJ\Iichigany  in  general  accoufit 
DR. 

Bibught  forward,  •20,236  5» 

for  wolf  bounties,  (124  00 

July  81,  To  paid  do  D.  C.  McKinstry,  for  3 

days'  attendance  on  commit- 
tee investigating  accounts  J. 
B.  Hunt,  as  a  witness,  and 
sixty  miles  travel,  5  00 


Aug.   1,  "  Henry  Howard,  for  one  qr's 

salary  as  auditor  general, 
enJing  July  31,  1839,  at 
•1,000  per  annum,  250  00 

"  Peter  Desnoyers,  for  one  qr's 
salary  as  state  treasurer, 
ending  July  31,  1839,  at 
•800  per  annum,  200  00 


129  00 


460  00 


a 


A.  E.  Hathon,  for  attendance 
as  witness  before  committee 
to  investigate  the  location  of 
the  northern  and  southern 
railroads,  and  attendance  be- 
fore committee  on  James  B. 
Hunt's  accounts,  2  06 

3,  "  Thomas  O.  Hill,  for  one  day's 
attendance  before  committee 
investigating  J.  B.  Hunt's 
accounts,  1  00 

5,  "  S.  McKnight,  P.  M.,  for  bank 

commissioner's  postage  ac- 
count, from  Febr'y  4,  1838, 
to  March  29,  1839,  29  87 

6,  *'  Kent  county,  for  wolf  bounty 

certificates,  186  00 

7,  "  A.   Howland,  for  one  day's 

pay  as  member  house  of  re- 
presentatives, 3  00 
County  of  St.  Clair,  for  wolf 
bounty  certificates,                   292  00 


€1 


8,  "  F.  H.  Steevens,  for  one  day's 
attendance  as  witness  before 
committee  investigating   J. 


295  00 


Carried  forward,  •80,279  52 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  45 

uitk  Peter  Desitoyen,  IVeasurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  968,022  19 


Carried  forward,  t68,022  19 


46  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  general  account 
DR. 
Brought  forward,  930,279  52 

B.  Hunt's  ac'ts,  •!  00 

Aug,   8,  To  paid  do  N.  D.  Curtiss,  for 

money  expended  in  investi- 
gating affairs  of  the  banks 
of  Washtenaw  and  Clinton,      16  00 


17  00 


9,  "  Horace  Stevens,  for  attend- 
ance and  forty  miles  travel, 
as  witness  before  commit- 
tee investigating  ac'ts  of 
J  as,  B.  Hunt,  4  00 

10,  "  J.  M.  Cummings,  for  services 
inspecting  five  battalions  of 
Michigan  militia,  25  00 

12,  "  R.  Manning,  for  1  q'rs  salary 
as  secretary  of  state,  end- 
ing Aug.  8, 1039,  at  91,000, 

•250  00 
less,  fee  received 
in  the  office,  25  67 


234  38 


ti 


R.  W.  Ballard,  for  services 
and  expenses  of  himself  and 
Levi  Bunt,  in  apprehending 
a  fugitive  from  justice,  131  20 


355  5S 


17,     "  J.  E.  Schwarz,  for  services 

as  adjutant  general  15  days, 

to  April  15,  1839,  at  8125 

per  annum,  5  25 

20,     "  E.  B.  Harrington,  for  1  q'rs 

salary  as  reporter  of  the 

supreme  court  and  court  of 

chancery,  at  $600  per  an- 
num, 150  00 
23,     '^  Michigan  state  bank,  for  this 

amount  advanced  J,  L.  H. 

Hayes  special  messenger  to 

counties  of  Ingham,  Eaton, 

Kent  and  Ottowa,  to  re- 
ceive the  returns  of  votes 

given  at  the  general  elec- 

Carried  forward^  980,886  30 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  47 

witk  Peter  Detnoyers,  Treasurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  •66,082  19 


Carried  forward,  •68,022  19 


48  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  general  aacount 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  $30,836  30 

tion  in  said  counties  for  re- 
presentative to  congress, 

»72  37 
'  less,  amount  paid,      22  37 

50  00 

Aug.  26,  To  paid  do  St.  Clair  county,  for 

this  amount  on  ac't  of  am't 
due  said  county  for  taxes 
returned  to  the  auditor  ge- 
neral's office  for  1836,  1837 
and  1838,  14,000  00 

this  amount  charged  county 
of  St.  Clair,  credited  to  de- 
linquent tax  fund,  being  for 
41  days  int'st  on  $11,000 
state  bonds,  dated  July  15, 
1839,  sold  to  St.  Clair  bank,  $87  68 
St.  Clair  county,  this  amount 
charged  St.  Clair  county, 
expenses  on  $11,000  state 
bonds,sold  bank  of  St.  Clair,         3  30 


it 


n 


27,  "  John  S.  Bagg,  for  211  copies 
revised  statutes,  at  $2  30 
each.  $485  30 


90  00 


Less,  amount  paid 
June  1,  61  30 

28,  "  Horace  Galpin,  assignee,  for 
two  reams  paper  furnished 
legislature  of  1838,  16  00 

**  S.  Humes  Porter,  for  1  q'rs 
salary  as  private  secretary 
to  the  governor,  ending 
26th  Aug.,  1839,  125  00 

Sept     2,  "  Geo.  H.  Bull,  for  1  q'r  years' 

salary  as  assistant  botanist, 
ending  Aug.  31,  200  00 

"  Peter  Morey,  for  1  q'rs  sala- 
ry as  attorney  general 
ending  Aug.   31,  1839,  at 


424  00 


141  00 


Carried  forward,  $900  00  $45,542  28 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  49 

tiitk  Peter  Desnoyars,  'Rreeuurtr. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


*  « 


Cfirried  forward,  #68,023  10 

[H.  R.Doc.]  7 


50  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  MBchigariy  in  general  account^ 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  •200  00  f45,542  28 

•500  per  annum,  135  00 

325  00 


Sept    2,  To  paid  do  C.  C.  Douglass,  ass't 

geologist,  for  one  qr's  sala- 
ry, ending  Aug.  31, 1639,  at 
•800,  200  00 

"  Douglass  Houghton,  for  one 
q'rs  salary  as  geologist,end- 
ing  Aug.  31,  1839,  at  •2,- 
000,  500  00 

"  Bela  Hubbard,  for  1  q'rs  sa- 
lary as  assistant  geologist, 
ending  Aug.  31,  1839,  at 
•800,  200  00 

**  S.  W.  Higgins,  for  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  topographer, 
ending  Aug.  31,  1839,  at 
•1,000,  250  00 


1,150  00 


"  S.  Van  Nest,  for  services 
and  traveling  expenses,  as 
witness  before  committee 
investigating  location  of  the 
northern  and  southern  rail- 
roads, in  1838,  5  12 

4,  "  Robert  Elliott,  for  packing 
boxes  for  secretary  of 
state's  office,  89  00 

'^  James  Bueklin,  for  expenses 
in  calling  out  the  militia,  to 
support  the  laws  of  neutra- 
lity, 35  00 

9,  "  Amos  Lay,  for  maps  furnish- 
ed the  state  library,  appro- 
priated in  1839,  82  50 

11,  "  A.  B.  Newcomb,  for  services 

as  witness  before  commit- 
tee investigating  the  case  of 
George  Morell,  1837,  4  00 

12,  "  Ingham    county,    for  wolf 

bounty  certificates,  48  00 

14,  "  Cass  county,  for  wolf  bounty 

certificates,  8  00 


Carried  forward,  ^8  00  •47,180  90 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  61 

■mUk  Peter  Uesnoyers,  TVeositrer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


Curried  forward,  •68,032  10 


bSt  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan,  in  general  accotaU 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  %8  00  #47,180  90 

Sept  14,  To  paid  do  Cass  county  for 

wolf  bounty  certificates,  40  00 

"  Williams  &  Cole,  for  setting 

glass  at  the  capitol,  3  13 

51   13 

"  Albany  Argus,  for  Daily  Ar- 
gus furnished  members  of 
the  legislature.  17  00 

16,  "  C.  J.  Walker,  for  printing 
military  orders,  and  notice 
of  commissioners  of  state 
prison  meeting,  27  50 

*'  Kalamazoo  county,  for  wolf 

bounty  certificates,  56  00 


83  50 


21,  ''  True  P.  Tucker,  for  atten- 
dance as  witness  before 
committee  of  investigation 
of  J.  B.  Hunt's  accounts, 
eight  days  and  travel,  14  20 

23,  "  Branch    county,   for    wolf 

bounty  certificates,  44  00 

"  David  W.  Fiske,  for  sperm 

candles,  &c.,  5  25 


49  25 


26,  "  H.  Howard,  for  postage  on 
letters  and  returns  of  delin- 
quent taxes,  58  81 
Oct.  1,  "  Ep.  Ransom,  for  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  associate  jus- 
tice ol  the  supreme  court, 
for  q'r  ending  Sept.  30,  at 
•1,500  Der  annum,                  375  00 

"  George  Morell,  for  one  q'rs 
salary  as  associate  justice 
of  supreme  court,  q'r  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1839,  at  <1,- 
500  per  annum,  875  00 

^*  Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  for  one 
q'rs  salary  as  chief  justice, 
ending  Sept.  20,  1830,  at 
•1,600,  400  00 


Carried  forward,  tl^lSO  OQ  •47,454  79 


«OUSE  DOCUMENTS.  fiS 

witk  Peter  Desnoyers^  TVeasuret, 

CR. 
Drought  forward,  968,022  19 


Currwd  forward,  •68,022  19 


M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

^State  of  Michigan,  in  general  account 

DR. 
Brought  forward,  $1,150  00  947,454  79 

Oct,      1,  To  paid  do  E.    Farnsworth, 

for  1  q'rs  salary  as  chan- 
cellor, ending  Sept.  30, 
1839,  at  81,500,  375  00 


4,  "  John  D.  Pierce,  for  one  q'rs 
salary  as  sup't  of  public  in- 
struction, ending  Sept.  30, 
1839,  at  $1,500  per  annum,      375  00 

"  G.  W.  Gorham,  for  visits  and 
medicine  furnished  convicts 
of  the  state  prison,  from 
June  24,  to  Aug.  21,  1839,       37  98 

"  Josephs.  Ward,  for  one  q'rs 
salary  as  clerk  of  state  pri- 
son, from  June  8th  to  Sept. 
8th,  1839,  at  $500  per  ann.,     1-25  00 


1,525  00 


"  C.  W.  Whipple,  for  one  q'rs 
salary  as  associate  justice 
of  supreme  court,  ending 
Oct.  16,  1839,  375  00 

"  Isaac  S.  Rowland,  for  one 
q'rs  salary  as  adjutant  gene- 
ral, ending  Oct.  15,  1839, 
at  9125  per  annum,  31  25 


587  9& 


12,  "  Treasurer  of  Van    Buren 

county,  for  wolf  bounties,  76  00 

18,  "  James  Saunders,  for  expen- 
ses in   apprehending  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  115  00 
19  days'  services  as  sheriff 
of  Washtenaw  county,  57  00 


172  00 


406  25 


21,  "  M.  Y.  Turrill,  for  services 

and  money  expended  in  ap- 
prehending Peter  Ulrick,  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  138  32 

22,  "  Gteo.  W.  Gorham,  for  medi- 

cines furnished|and  atten- 
dance on  convicts  in  state 


Carried  forward,  #50,810  84 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  55 

laiti  Peter  Desnoyertf  TVeosvrer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  t68,022  19 


u. 


Carried  forward,  168,022  19 


M  HOUSE  DCK)UMENTS. 

State  of  Michigarij  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  #50,310  34 

prison,  17  GO 

Oct.    23,  To  paid  do,  interest  on  9100,- 

000  state  stock  issued  May 
1, 1836,  one  half  year,  due 
Nov.  1,  '39,  at  Phcenix  bank 
N.  Y.,  at  6  per  cent,  #3,000  00 
"  half  year's  interest  on  #20,- 
000  Palmyra  and  Jackson- 
burg  railroad  stock,  due 
November  1, 1839,  at  7  per 
cent,  700  00 

3,700  00 

24,  "  N.  W.  Metcalf,  in  full  for 
compensation  as  a  witness 
before  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation on  the  southern 
railroad,  14  00 

29,  '*  S.  T.  Mason  for  q'r  year's 
salary  as  governor,from  Ju- 
ly 1  io  Sept.  30,  at  #2,000 
per  annum,  500  00 

31,  "  E.  Booth,  for  two  days'  at- 
tendance on  Geo.  Morell's 
trial  as  a  witness,  1  00 

"  David  B.  Wilcox,  for  q'r  y'rs 
salary  as  deputy  keeper  of 
the  state  prison,ending  Oct. 
23d,  1839,  at  #500  per  an- 
num. 125  00 


Nov.    1,  **  Dorr,  Webb  &  Co.,   trans- 

Eortation  and  charges  on 
ooks,  7  95 

"  Peter  Desnoyers,  q'r  year's 
salary,  state  treasurer,from 
Aug.  1  to  Oct.  31,  inclusive, 
#800  per  annum,  200  00 

**  Henry  Howard,  q'r  year's 
salary  aud.  general,  from 
Aug.  1  to  Oct.  31,  inclusive, 
#1,000  per  annum,  250  00 


126  00 


457  95 


Carried  forward,  #55,125  29 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  57 

wfi  Peter  Dtstuyera,  Dreatwer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  •68,032  19 


( 


Carried  forward,  t68,022  19     .^ 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  8 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  58 

State  of  MSchiganf  in  general  account 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  955,125  20 

Nov.  8,  To  paid  R.  Manning,  q'rs  sala- 
ry from  Aug.  8  to  Nov.  7, 
inclusive,  91,000  per  an- 
num, less  fees,  237  91 
11,  "  Joseph  S.  Ward,  q'r  year's 
salary,  clerk  of  board  of  in- 
spectors of  state  prison  up 
to  9th  of  September,  9100 
per  annum,                              #25  00 

"  J.  H.  Titus,  q'r  year's  salary 
from  June  8  to  Sept.  7,  '39, 
state  prison  agent,  $1,000 
per  annum,  250  00 

"  D.  B.  Hubbard,  for  pursuing 
convict  who  escaped  from 
state  prison,  24  38 

"  Benj.  Porter,  for  paid  sheriff 

fees  and  state  prison  ac'ts,       24  75 


12,  "  G.W.  Gorham,  medicine  and 
attendance  on  prisoners  in 
state  prison,  from  Aug..  4  to 
Oct  31,  1839,  16  03 

"  John  D.  Pierce,  attendance 
before  committee  in  the  se- 
nate, including  travel  fees,        45  00 


324  13 


61  03 


16,  "  E.  B.  Harrington,  one  q'rs 
salary  as  rep'i'r  of  supreme 
and  chancery  court, at  $600 
per  annum,  150  00 

18,  "  C.C.  Douglass,  locating  state 

and  saline  lands,  14  50 

21,  "  Monroe  county,  their  pro- 
portion arising  from  sale  of 
tax  stocks,  1,038  00 

23,  "  Macomb  county,  their  pro- 
portion arising  from  sale  of 
tax  stocks,  810  00 

25,  "  Martin  S.  Brackett,  attend- 
ance and  travel,  11  75 


Carried  forward,  Wl  75  #57,260  86 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  59 

with  PeUr  DemoyerSj  D^easurer. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


■  ■ 


Carried  forward,  •68,022  10 


«0  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Stat,e  of  Michigan^  in  general  account 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  911  75  #57,260  86 

Nov.  25,  To  paid  do  Lapeer  county,  wolf 

bounties,  86  00 

*  "  interest  on  university  state 

bonds,  3,000  00 

"  'interest  on  Detroit  and  Pon- 

tiac  railroad  stock,  3,000  00 

"  interest  on  penitentiary  state 

stock,  1,200  00 

"        do  do  do  600  00 


7,897  75 

26,  "  Collins,  Keese  &  Co.,  books 

furnished  the  state  library,  961  01 

27,  "  Wayne  county,  their  propor- 

tion arising  from  sale  of  tax 

stocks,  252  00 

"  Washtenaw  county,  their 
proportion  arising  from  sale 
of  tax  stocks,  194  00 

"  S.  Humes  Porter,  salary  as 
private  secretary,  #500  per 
annum,  125  00 


28,  "  Z.  Piatt,  advances  for  pur- 
suing convict  escaping  from 
prison,  15  Op 

"  Allen  Bennett,  13  days*  ser- 
vices as  inspector  of  state 
prison,  at  #2  per  day,  26  00 

"  C.  Backus,  14  days'  attend- 
ance inspector  state  prison, 
#2  per  diem,  28  00 

''  R.  B.  Rexford,  13  days'  at- 
tendance as  inspector  of 
state  prison,  #2  per  day, 

#26  00 
176  miles  travel,        17  60 


43  60 


"  Lenawee  county,  their  pro- 
portion arising  from  sale  of 
tax  stocks,  549  00 

"  Li vingston  county,  their  pro- 
portion arising  from  safe  of 


571  00 


Carried  forward,  #661  60  #66,698  62 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  61 

mkk  Peter  Dtmotfers,  Treasnra: 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #68,022  19 


I 


Carried  forward,  MS^OdS  19 


e2  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan  in  general  account 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  9661  60  #66,690  62 

tax  stocks,  395  00 

1,056  60 

Nov.  22,     To  paid  do  Lapeer  county, 

their    proportion     arising 
from  the  sale  of  tax  stocks^  1,956  00 

30,  "  this  amount  over  draft  in 
Michigan  state  bank,  by  H. 
Howard,  late  treasurer,  5,012  74 
"  this  amount  late  treasurer's 
check,  drawn  Jan.  4,  1839, 
in  favor  of  Thos.  Beals,  for 
draft  drawn  on  late  treasu- 
rer by  superintendent  pub- 
lic instruction,  in  favor  of 
Saginaw  county,     *  10,350  00 

15,362  74 


#85,065  96 


Nov.  30,  Balance,  #17,043  77 

State  Treasurer's  Office^  ) 
Detroit f  Mm.  30,  1839.      ) 


P.  DESNOYERS, 

TVeewttrer. 


HOUSE  DCXJUMENTS. 


63  . 


trnth  PeUr  DesnoytrSy  Treasurer. 

CR. 

Brought  forward, 
Balance, 


#68,022  19 
17,043  77 


•86,065  06 


.64  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Mkhigariy  in  account  mth  JHknry  Uawardy 

DR. 

1839. 

Jan.  1,  To  paid  warrant  favor  G.  O. 

Leech,  9500  00 

2y  "  paid  7  warrants  favor  L.  S. 
Humphrey,  acting  commis- 
sioner, of  95,000  each,        35,000  00 

4,  "  paid  warrant  favor   A.  H. 

Adams,  84  34 

"  paid  2  warrants  favor  E.  H. 

Lathrop,  95,000  each,  10,000  00 

945,684  34 

5,  '*  do  favor  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,      126  26 
8,  "       do       E.  H.  Lathrop,  act- 
ing commissioner,    5,000  00 

J.  B.  Hunt,  do    5,000  00 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  do  28,000  00 


(( 

do 

(C 

do 

10, 

C( 

do 

14, 

C( 

do 

15, 

it 

do 

ct 

do 

tt 

do 

16, 

a 

do 

18, 

It 

do 

19, 

ii 

do 

u 

do 

22, 

u 

do 

23, 

It 

do 

26, 

u 

do 

26, 

11 

2  do 

Feb.  1, 

li 

do 

u 

do 

« 

do 

7, 

ii 

do 

it 

3  do 

J.  M.  Barbour,  do  431  00 
L.S.  Humphrey,  do  32,328  09 

E.  H.  Lathrop,  do  411  12 
Wm.  A.  Burt,  do  5,000  00 
H.  Gilbert,  do  5  00 


38,126  26 


32,759  09 


• 

contingent  fund,  425  00 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  do  256  37 
E.  H.  Lathrop,  do  427  27 
L.  S.  Humphrey,  do  20,000  00 

Detroit  Morning  Post,  6  00 
J.  Forsyth,  5  00 

S.  McKnight,  30  12 

J.  B.  Hunt,  95,000, 

104  16  5,104  16 

Dr.  Houghton,  5,000  00 

E.  H.  Lathrop,  455  80 

do  5,000  00 

A.  H.  Adams,  250  01 

E.  H.  Lathrop,  95,- 

000  each,  16,000  00 

''  2  do  do    92,046  21, 

104  16   2,150  37 


5,416  12 


21,108  64 


41    12 


16,659  96 


Carried  forward,         917,400  38  9158,595  63 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  65 

Hmsurer  of  hUemal  Improvement  fund. 

OR.  * 

Jan.       1,  By  balance  from  last  year,  #585,986  6a 

14,  "  this  amount  received  of  L. 
B.  Mizner,  acting  commis- 
sioner, balance  unexpended 
in  his  hands,  (93  72 

25,  "  this  am't  J.  A.  Armstrong, 
for  his  expenses  to  Washing- 
ton, as  special  messenger  to 
transport  weights,  errone- 
ously included  in  auditor 
general's  warrant  of  #425      100  00 

193  72 

Mar.     8,  "  this  amount  received  of  Wm. 

A.  Burt,  commissioner,  by 
his  check  for  balance  of  his 
account  in  the  Michigan 
state  bank,  1  324  72 

April  S,  "  the  following  drafts   drawn 

by  auditor  general  on  R. 
Withers,  Esq.,  cashier  bank 
of  the  state  of  New  York, 
on  account  of  July  1,  1839, 
instalment  of  five  million 
loan  due  from  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company 
and  United  States  bank,  as  '  ,  '    ^ 

follows,  viz: 

1  draft  payable  July  1 , 1 839, 
.    for  #50,000  00 

1   do         do       17,500  00 
7  do  of  #20,000 
each,    payable 
July  1,  1839,  140,000  00  " 

_    , ^207,500  60 

Deduct  charge  of  the  bank 
of  Michigan  to  credit  of 
sinking  fund,  .      .    7,600  00 

Leaving  to  the  credit  of  in- 
ternal improvement  fund, 
being  so  much  of  principal  of 
the  Jul  y  payment  of  #250,- 

rrr  ^    «      ,  Carried  forward,  $687,605  19 

[H.  R.  Boa]  9      • 


.J 


M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  m  acconni  mih  Iknry  Howardy 

DR. 

Brought  forward,        917,400  389158,595  58 
Feb.    7,  To  paid  do  Thos.  Plues,  4,000  00 

do        J.  B.  Hunt,     A.  C,    5,000  00 


11,  do  Wm.  A.  Burt,  do  5,000  00 
do  E.  H.  Lathrop,  do  61  62 
do        J.  B.  Huutf         do       5,000  00 

do        L.  B.  Mizner,  03  00 

12,  do        sundry  persons  favor. 
Michigan  stat^  bank,  4,480  66 

15,  To  paid  wr'nt  favor  W.A.Burt,  104  17 
do        John  S.   &   Silas   A. 

Bagg,       33  00 
do        E.  H.  Lathrop,  395  28 

do  do  239  00 

do        L.  S.  Humphrey,       15,111  03 

20,  do  A.  T.  Hall,  250  00 

21,  do  E.  H.  Lathrop,  5,000  00 
do  do  498  74 
do  D.  C.  McKinstry,  520  84 
do  do  1,836  73 
do  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  5,000  00 


26,400  38 


Mar.    14,     do  Rix  Robinson,  78  00 

April    4,     do  Wm.  A.  Burt,  5,000  00 

do  E.  H.  Lathrop,  543 .07 

do                    do  26  92 

do                    do  5,000  00 

do                    do  67  51 

do                    do  722  70 

do                    do  385  74 

do                    do  562  92 

do                    do  154  00 


do  A.  H.  Adams,  100  00 

do                    do  100  00 

5,     do  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  5,000  00 

do  E.  H.  Lathrop,  5,000  00 


10,061  6^ 


4,573  66 


15,882  46 


13,106  31 


5,078  00 


7,462  M 


10,200  00 


Carried  forward,  #051,360  84 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  67 

of  Iniemai  Jbnprovement  fund. 

CR. 

Brought  foruardy  #587,505  12 

000,  due  from  tho  U.  States 
bank  and  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  200^000  00 

April    4,  By  this  amount  returned  by  Jae. 

B.  Hunt,  com'r  deposited  > 
to  his  credit  in  the  Michi- 
gan state  bank,  4,192  40 

10,  "  Gov.  Mason's  three  several 

sets  of  exchange,  dravirn  on 
the  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing ca,  at  90  days'  date, 
froDA  April  1,  favor  of  baak 
of  Michigan,  being  balance 
due  on  March  and  April 
payments,  1839,of  five  mill- 
ion loan,  as  per  Morris  ca- 
aal  and  banking  company's 
stat^ncnt,  rendered  gover- 
nor Mason,  viz: 
two  drafts  of  910,000 
each,  #20.000 

one    do  8,180 

28,180  00 

11,  *^  this  amount  rec'd  of  E.  H. 

Lathrop,acting  commission- 
er, his  check  for  balance  of 
bis  account,  in  Michigan 
state  bank,  1,816  63 

—  29,496  68 

BOy  "  overcharge  on  virarrant  is- 
sued to  Messrs.  J.  S.  &  S. 
A.  Bagg,  and  charged  Jan. 
5,  1839.  6  00 


Carried  forward,  #821,200  15 


§S  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Sta$e  of  Mekigcm^  va  account  with  Henry  Mdward^ 

DR. 

Brought  forward  $251,360  84 

April  6,  To  paid  4  do  L.  S.  Humphrey, 

•5,000  each,    $20,000  00 

8,  do  do  5,000  00 

9,  3  do        E.  H.  Lathrop,  2 

of  $5,000,  1  of  $89  62  10,089  62 
do         Rix  Robinson,        3,295  67 


do        Wm.  A.  Burt,        5,000  00 
do  do  220  62 

do        L.  S.  Humphrey,  1,041  66 


38,385  29 


11, 


15, 


do 

Jas.  B.  Hunt, 

5,000  00 

do 

E.  H.  Lathrop, 

5,000  00 

do 

Thos.  Clarke, 

225  00 

do 

E.  H.  Lathrop, 

5,000  00 

do 

do 

1,316  63 

do 

do 

208  S3 

do 

Jas.  B.  Hunt, 

5,000  00 

do 

L.  S.  Humphrey, 

5,000  00 

6,262  28 


15,225  00 


19,  do         Jas.  B.  Hunt,         5,000  00 

do        E.  H.  Lathrop,      5,000  00 
do         Wm.  A.  Burt,        2,697  52 


11,524  96 


12,697  52 


do        drawn   to   defray 

current  expenses  of  the  state 

out  of  United  States  surplus, 

merged  in  this  fund,  80,000  00 

22,  "  paid  3  warrants  favor  L.  S. 

Humphrey,  of  $5,000  each,  15,000  00 
"  p'dwr'nt  favor  gov.  Mason,         50  00 


23,  do        L.  B.  Mizner,  183  00 

24,  do         S.  McKnight,  24  95 

26,  do        E.  H.  Lathrop, 

$2,175  60 
Less  this  amount 
receipted  for,       ^1,400  00 

875  60 


15,050  00 


207  95 


Carried  forward,  $875  60  $430,713  84 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS- 


09 


of  InienuU  ImprovemaUfimJL 

CR. 
Brought  forward, 


#821,200  15 


«  • 


.   t 


*        .  *  • 


Carried  forward, 


•621,200  16 


7Q 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


StaUo 


in  account  with  Henry  Howard^ 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  $815  G0t4d0,71d  84 

April  26,    To  paid  warrant  favor  of  E. 

H.  Lathrop,  76  34 


27,  do    Morris  canal  and 

banking  company,  1,070  01 

'*  paid  warrant  favor  H.  Alden, 

latecom'r,  402  50 

29,  do     J.  B.  Hunt,  285  85 

do    L.  S.  Humphrey,  1,500  00 

30,  do    J.  Burdick, 

**  this  amount  charged  to  Peter 
Desnoyers,  treasurer  inter* 
nal  improvement  fund. 


051  94 


3,261  36 
51  00 


^pril  30,  1839, 


386,222  01 

»821,200  15 

H.  HOWARD, 

TVeoiurer. 


t  •     ••  ■  •    '     • 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  7J 

Timnsrer  of  IniviMl  h»frwe^^ 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  M21,d00  IS 


•821,200  15 


4  ■ 

/ 


TO  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  ofMcMgan^  in  account  toUh  Peter  Detno^ersr^ 

DR. 

For  paying    the  following 
warraDts,  viz: 
May   1,  To  Robert  Abbott,  #226  30 

2,  "  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  rail' 

road  company^  out  of  Octo- 
ber instalment  of  5  million 
loan,  15,000  oa 

**  Rix  Robinson,commissionT,97,000  00 
"  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  do        12,000  00 
"  L.   S.     Humphrey,     acting 
conunissioner,  advance,  by 
<»tier  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, 7,000  00 
"  Rix Robinson,  commissioner, 
.  --  for  salary  to  April  20, 1839,     767  35 

26,767  85 

3,  "  Rix  Robinson,  acting  com- 

missioner Sault  Ste  Marie 

canal,  5,000  00 

4,  "  L.  S.  Humphrey,  actinc  com- 

missioner, advance,  by  or* 
der  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, 12,000  00 

^'  A.  H.  Adams,  for  I  months' 

salary,  100  00 

''  A.  H.  Adams,  for  stationery 
for  internal  improvement 
office,  2  50 

"  Phebe  P.  Brown,  for  damage 
and  loss  of  furniture  on  rail- 
road, 205  25 


12,307  75 

6,    '*  L.   S.  Humphrey,  commis- 
sioner southern  railroad,  5,000  00 
8,    "  Douglass  Houghton,    state 

geol^st,  5,000  00 

16,  '^  D.  B.  Wakefield,  for  services 
as  commissioner,  to  ap* 
praise  damages,  30  00 

''  Samuel  Philips,  for  services 
as  commissioner  to  appraise 

Carried  forward,  tSO,  00  •69,301  40 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  t» 

TVeasurer  of  Internal  Improvement  fund. 

CR. 
1839. 

May       1,   By  this  amount  received  by 

late   treasurer's   check  on  ; 

Michigan  state  bank,  9364^322  U  ' 

'*  this  amount  received  by  late  *  a 

treasurer's  check  on  bank  ] 

of  Michigan,  21,899  84  ^ 

4,  "  five  drafts  of  $10,000  each, 

drawn  by  auditor  general 

on  the  cashier  of  the  Morris 

canal  and  banking  company, 

N.  Y.,  on  account  of  the 

October  instalment  of  the 

five  million  loan,  60,000  00 

17,  "  this  amount  of  drafts  drawn 

by  auditor  general  on  the 

Morris  canal  and  bankings 

company,  N.  Y.,  to  the  or- 
der of  L.  S.   Humphrey, 

drawn  on  account  the  Oct* 

instalment  of  the  five  mil- 
lion loan,  at  30  days'  sight, 

after  the   1st  of  October 

next,  as  follows,  viz: 

4d  rafts  of  $10,000  each,  040,000  00 

7     do  5,000  36,000  00 

'■  .75,000  00 

"  this  amount  of  drafts  drawn 

by   aud'r  general   on   the 

Morris  canal  and  banking 

company,  N.  Y.,  to  the  or- 
der of  L.  S.  Humphrey,  at 

thirty  days'  sight  after  the 

1st  of  October  next,  3,000  00 

20,  "  this  amolint  transfer  Irom 

sinking  fund,  made  a^eea- 

ble  to  resolution  of  the  le- 

fislature,  passed  April  20, 
839,  ^9,142  48 

June    7,  "  auditor  general's  two  drafts, 

of  ten  thousand  doll's  each, 
dfited  June  1,  drawn  in  fa- 
vor of  bank  of  Michigan  on 

i  Carried  forward,     *  #553,364  49 

I  [H.  R.  Doc.]  10 


U  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Staie  afmWcbiganj  in  acc(yunt  with  Peter  Dermcyers^ 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  $30  00    teQ.dOl  40 

damages,  21  00 

51  00 

May  17,  '*  L.  8.  Humphrev,  warrants 

No.  154, 156, 157, 158, 159, 

163  and  164,  78,646  06 

21,  "  Wm.  A.  Burt,  for  services,  338  59 

June    4,  "  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary,  for 

salary,  94  79 

5,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  ^acting 

commissioner,  advance,      12,000  00 
'^  James  B.  Hunt,  balance  due 

him,  100  66 


12,100  66 


8,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  acting 
commissioner,  for  locomo- 
tive engine  for  central  rail- 
road, 7,100  00 
12,  *'  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary,  315  00 
"  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  acting 

comV,  two  warrants,  24,000  00 

14,  "  Wm.   R.  Thompson,   com- 
missioner, 12,000  00 
"  William  A.  Burt,  366  13 


26,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,      do      5,000  <H) 
"  L.  S.  Humphrey,  do      5,000  00 


12,366  13 


10,000  00 


July    15,  '*  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary,  83  33 

16,  '^  Rix  Robinson,  commission- 
er, 9272  33 
I/ess  this  amount 
for  utensils,  8  50 


19,  '^  Rix  Robinson,  commission- 
er, 12,000  00 

"  L.    S.    Humphrey,    acting 

commissioner,  7,000  00 

"  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  acting 

commissioner,  7,000  00 

"  Rix  Robinson,  commission- 
er, 8,000  00 


263  83 


Carried  forward,        f84,000 .  00  •214,660  79 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  76 

TVeasurer  of  htternal  inprwementfund, 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  #553,364  49 

Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  at  30  days'  sight 

after  October  1,  1839,  20,000  00 

Jane  13,  By  this  amount  auditor  gene" 

ral's  drafts  drawn  on  Mor- 
ris canal  and  banking  com- 
pany, in  favor  of  bank  of 
Michigan,  payable  30  days 
after  Uctober  1,  viz; 
3  drafts  of  #5,000  each,  #15,0Q0  00 
2    do  10,000   do  20,000  00 


35,000  00 


22,  "  this  amount   auditor  gene- 

ral's drafts  for  #10,000,  in 
favor  of  bank  of  Michigan,  10,000  00 

July  16,  "  auditor  general's  drafts  on 
Morris  canal  ^d  banking 

company,  '  10,239  17 

19,  ^^  this  amount  auditor  gene- 
ral's drafts  on  R.  Wiuiers, 
trustee,  on  January  instal- 
ment of  5  million  loan,  vi2: 
7  drafts  of  #5,000  each,  35,000  00 

23,  "  this  amount  of  drafts  drawn 

bv  auditor  general  on  R. 
Withers,  trustee,  on  Jan'y 
instalment  of  5  million  loan, 
viz:  6  d'ftsof  #5,000  each,  30,000  00 
1     do  3,000  do       3,000  00 


Nov.30,  "  transfer  from  sinking  fiind,   6,327  95 
«       do  do  do     36,673  78 


u 


this  amount  paid  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company, 
30  days'  time,  or  one  half 
per  cent  on  #257,500,  paid 
July  1,  1839,  30  days  in  ad- 
vance, as  per  sub-contract 
of  November,  1838,  1,287  60 

Add  7  months'  interest  for 


33,000  00 


43,001  78 


Carried  .forward,  #1,287  50  #789,606  39 


76  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan,  in  account  toith  Peter  Desnoyers, 

DR. 

Brought  forward,        834,000  00  8214,660  79 
July  19,  To  paid  do  B.  Briscoe,  for  right 

to  use  his  spark  arrester,     1,000  00 

35,000  00 

23,  "  L.  S.  Humphrey,  8  warr'ts,  28,014  11 

25,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  for  sal- 

ary, "      350  00 

26,  "  post  office,  for  postage  ac- 

count, 16  20 

80,  '*  L.  S.  Humphrey,  for  salary,  350  00 

Aug.  .2,  "  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary,  83  33 

3,  "  Wm.   R.    Thompson,  com- 
missioner, 2  warrants,  15,000  00 
23,  "  L.  S.  Humphrey,   commis- 
sioner, 2,115  34 
Sept.  10,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  com'r,  1,000  00 
14,  ''                do                                 340  00 
"                do             4  w'rnts,   4,000  00 


18,  "  Rix  Robinson,  for  2  months' 

salary,  to  Aug.  13,  1839,       233  33 
"  A.  H.  Adams,  for  1  month's 
salary  as  clerk  of  board  of 
commissioners.  83  34 


4,340  00 


816  67 

Oct.  25,  "  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  com'r,  275  13 

Nov.  30,  "  Levi  S.  Humphrey,     do  30  60 

"  the  following  sum  of  interest 
on  the  instalments  of  85,- 
000,000  loan,  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  internal  im- 
provement fund,  as  follows, 
viz: 
"  this  amount  of  interest,  on 
deposite,  in  hands  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  forming  a  part  of 
the  sum  of  828, 1 80,  to  cr'dt 
of  internal  impro'nt  fund,  5,180  00 
"  this  amount  of  interest  on 

October  payment,  11,250  00 

16,430  00 


Carried  forward,  8317,982  18 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  '    17 

Tnasurer  of  hitemal  hkjnvt&m^t  fund. 

OIL 

Brought  forward,  ft,287  509739,605  39 

drafton  Jan.  1,  1840,  instal- 
ment, paid  30  days  thereaf- 
ter, 45  05 

1,332  55 

Nov.  30,  By  this  amount  paid,  being  in- 
terest on  the  5,Oloo,000  loan, 
payable  in  N.  Y.,  6  per 
cent.,  July  1,  1839,  150,000  00 

^^  this  amount  paid  interest  and 
^    commissions,    to    convert  ^ 

time  drafts  into  cash  lunds, 
July  1,  1839,  2,110  69^ 

152,110  69 

^*  this  amount  paid  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company 
account,  July  1,  1838,  , 
2  mos.   int  on  $1,300,000 
from  May  1,  13,000  00 

Jan.  1,  1839, 6  mos.  int.  1,- 
300,000  from  July  1,  39,000  00 

2i  per  cent,  commission, 
on  95,000,000,  125,000  00 

177,000  00 


/ 


Carried  forward,  #1,070,048  68 


78  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  JUirhigany  in  account  tmtk  Peter  DesnoyerSf 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  •317,962  18 

Balance,  752,066  45 


•1,070,048  63 


BOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  70 

IWofsrer  of  hitmal  ImprmemeKt  fwni, 

CR. 
Brou^t  forward,  •1,070,048  88 

•1,070,048  63 


Nov.  30,    Balance,  •752^066  45 

Statb  Treasuree's  Office,  ) 
U  Abv.  80,  1889.       \ 

PETER  DESNOYERS, 
StaJU  Treasurer* 


80 


HOUSE  documents; 


State  ofMicbiganj  in  nccaunt  unih  Henry 

DR. 
1839. 

April  4,  To- paid  warrant  favor  Cha's  C. 
.'  '       Trowbridge,  cashier  bank 

of  Michigan,  93,000  00 


Carried  forward, 


#3,000  00 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS-  81 

Hawardj  T^^easurer  of  Sinking  fund. 

OR. 

1830. 

Jan.     1,    By  balance  from  last  year,  980,562  45 

3,  '^  this  amount  rec'd  of  Thomaa 
Clarke,  collector  at  Ypsi- 
lanti,  9284  22 

**  this  amount  rec'd  of  Amos 

T.Hall,collector  at  Detroit,    287  20 


8,    "  do  of  A.  T.  Hall,  collector,       330  97 
10,    "  do  of  Thos.  Clarke,  do  287  76 


14,  "do  of  Ypsi  lanti  and  Tecum- 
seh  railroad  company,  in- 
terest due  on  9601000,  on 
1st  instant,  1,530  00 

17,    "  cash  recM  of  Thos.  Clarke,      272  44 
do  A.  T.  Hall,  790  81 


23,  '*  the  following  sums  received 

of  Amos  T.  Hall,  viz: 

in  current  funds,    9199  14 

in  Ypsilanti  bills,      253  00 

452  14 

24,  ^  this  amount  received  of  Thos. 

Clarke,  viz: 

in  current  funds,    9243  88 

in  Ypsilanti  bills,       51  00 


**  am'trec'd.of  Amos  T.Hall, 
do            Thos.  Clarke, 
do            Amos  T.  Hail, 
do            Thos.  Clarke, 

do            AmosT.  Hall, 
do            Thos.  Clarke, 

do            Amos  T.  Hall, 
do            Thos.  Clarke, 

do        certificates  of  de- 
posite  in  bank  of  Michigan, 

<«IF«     OC7 

80, 

81, 

Feb.   8, 

8, 

433  74 
308  62 
380  45 
252  14 

18, 

359  46 
236  29 

20, 
21, 

316  01 
260  62 

28, 

393  17 

571  51 


618  73 


2,593  25 


747  02 


1,374  95 


595  75 


576  63 


Carried  forward,  9393  17  987,640  29 

fH:  R,  Doc]  11  • 


m  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  ofMiehigany  in  aceount  with  Henry 
DR. 
Brought  forward,  |@,00Q  00 


I  I 


'     t       I 


Carried  forward,  tS^OOO  00 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Bmoardj  TVeontrar  of  Sinking  fund. 

CR. 

Brought  forward^  9393  17   $S7fi^  ^9 

Mar.   1,  By  this  amount  rec'd  of  Thomas 

Clarke,  per  cerlificate  of  de- 
posite  in  bank  of  Michigan,    274  32 


6,     "  do  of  Amos  T.  Hall  per  do,      812  87 
1 1,     "  do  of  Thos.  Clarke,  3  several 
certificates  of  deposite  in 
the  bank  of  Michigan,  |>67 
51,  9177  84,  $78  84,  324  00 


13,  "  do  of  Amos  T.  Hall,  by  cer- 

tificate of  deposite  in  bank 

of  Michigan,  S83  74 

14,  "  do  of  Thos.  Clarke,  deposite 

of  the  7th  instant,  5  00 


21,     "  do  of  Thos.  Clarke,  per  do, 

9185  50 
105  00 


290  50 

27,  "  do  of  A.  T.  Hall,  per  do  259  10 

28,  '*  do  of  Thos  Clarke,  per  do,        852  75 
April  8,     "  do  of  A.  T.  Hall,      $332  17 

'^  his  check  on  bank  of 

Michigan,  49  91 

382  08 


4,  "  this  amount  rec'd  of  Thomas 
Clarke,  certificate  of  depo- 
site, 306  85 
**  this  am't,  being  6  months  in- 
terest on  $250,000,  instal- 
ment of  5,000,000  loan  due 
July  1,   1839,   from  U.  S. 


667  49 


686  06 


388  74 


"  do  of  do,  3  certificates  ot  dc-  .  <-  -  ij- 

posite  in  bank  of  Michigan,' 
$91  22,  $26  8i2,  $150  33,      277*  47 
20,     "  do  of  Amos  T.  Hall,  certifi- 
cate of  deposite,  300  55 


578  02 


540  60 


734  88 


Carried  forward,  $800  85  $01,105  08 


84  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  qfJHickiganj  in  accouMt  tdth  Maury 
DR- 
Brought  forward,  93,000  00 

April  80,      Balance  carried  down,  98,412  00 


•101,411  00 


April  SO,      To  this  amount  charged  to  P. 

Desnoyers,  treasurer,  trans- 
ferred to  him  as  per  his  re« 
ceipt,  •98,411  00 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  85 

Jfapoyt^  TVeasurer  of  StnMng  fund. 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  9806  35  #91,195  93 

bank,  and  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  interest 
from  Jan.  1  to  July  1, 1839, 
at  6  per  cent,  is  7,500  00 


10,  "  thi»  am't  rec'd  of  Amos  T. 

Hall,  his  check  on  the  bank 

of  Michigan,  742  99 

11,  "  do  of  Thomas  Clarke,  569  57 

17,  "  do  of  Amos  T.  Hall,  584  23 

18,  "  do  of  Thomas  Clarke,  51 1  93 


7,80G  35 


1,812  66 


1,096  16 
6101,411  00 


1339* 

April  30,  By  balance  brought  down,  698,411  00 

H.  HOWARD,  Jhsa$urer. 
il  30,  1839. 


a«  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State^  of  Michigan,  in  account  witfiPete^- 

DR. 
1839,, 

May   '2,  Por  '  payment  of  the  following 

warrants,  viz: 
To  bank  of  Michigan,  for  63  days' 
interest  on  <>20,199  43, 
balance  of  state  drafts  de- 
posited with  that  bank  April 
10,  '3D,  due  July  1st  and  .; 
4th  next,  at  6  per  cent,  is  ^212  09 

4,  "  bank  of  Michigan,  for  5  mos. 
interest  on  $35,000  from 
May  1  to  Oct.  1, '39,  being  , 

balance  of  $50,000  drawn 
for  this  day  on  Morris  canal 
and  bank'g  co.,  at  6  per  ct,  875  00 

17,  "  bank  of  Michigan,  for  five 

months  16  days'  interest  on 
875,000,  drafts  drawn  on 
Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  '   2,075  02 

!r8,'  "  bank  of  Michigan,  for  5  mos. 

15  days' interest  on  $3,000,  • 

drafts  drawn  on  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  compa- 
ny, 82  50 

20,  "  internal  improvement  fund, 

transfer  made  agreeable  to 

resolution  of  the  legislature, 

passed  April  20,  1839,  39,142  48 

June    7,  "  bank  of  Michigan,  for  5  mos. 

i  3  days'  interest  on  $20,000, 

being  two  drafts  for  that  a- 
mount  drawn  on  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company,    •  510  00 

14,  "  bank  of  Michigan,  for  4  mos. 
28  days'  interest  on  $35,000, 
drafts  drawn  on  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company, 
at  6  per  cent,  863  39 

18,  "  interest  due  July  1,  on  $200,- 

000  state  stock,  part  of  $5,- 
000,000  loan,  payable  at 
the  Phoenix  bank,  N.  Y.  to 


Carried  forward,  $43,760  48 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS-  87 

Damojfers^  Dreasurer  of  Sinking  fund. 

CR. 
1839. 

May    1,     By  late  treasurer's  check  on  ,    » 

state  bank,  875^816  ^      < 

"  Charles  H.  Stewart's  receipt  '         ' 
for  this  amount  as  receiver 

of  the  Ypsilanti  bank,  303  00 

"  this  amount  in  Detroit  city  ^ 

bank  bills,  37  01      o , 

; $76,156  27 

**  late   treasyrer's    check    on 

bank  of  Michigan,  10,724  71 

"  PeterMqrey,  attorney  geno- 

ral's  receipt  for  bank  of  Yp^ 

silanti  draft,  for  collection, 

^  1.0,000.00 
'*  Ypsilanti  and  Tecunweh  yail 

road  company'^  draft  oq. 

Mechanics*  and  Farmers'' 

bank,   Albany,  dated  Jan,  ,,    - 

10th,  1839,   protested  for     . 

non-payment,  1,530  00 

22.254  71 

Jane  5,      "  A.  T.  Hall,  collector  of  tolls 

on  central  railroad,  •  412  88 

6,     "  Thos.  Clarke,  collector,  &c,,         ,  2,422  26 

July   2,     «  A.  T.  Hall,         do  ^294  68 

6,     "  Thos.  Clarke,     do  1,887  52 

19,  "  this  amount,  being  for  38 
days'  interest  on  $45,000, 
difference  of  interest  be- 
tween drafts,  on  R.  With- 
ers, payable  Oct.  1,  exch'd  .  ; 
for  drafts  payable  30  days 
after  Oct  1st,  247  50 

2S,  "  this  amount,  being  for  33  days' 
interest  on  960,006,  drafts 
drawn  payable  Oct  1,  ex- 
changed for  drafts  payable     .  \  ,  j 
30  days  after  Oct  1st,  '  >,  330  00 

Aug.  5,     "  this  amount, .  received  flrom     . 

A.  T.  Hall,  collector  of  toJJ^  * .[ 
oa  central  railroad,  .    ^,  125  14 

8,      "  do  from   Thos.  Clarke,  col-    ' 

*  •  *  .  '  *i  --    - 

Carried  forward,  #104,180  85 


to  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  MUchigan^  in  account  with  Petetr 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  $43,760  4B 

•    Oliver  Newberry,  6,000  OO 

22,  To  paid  do  Bank  of  Michi- 
gan, for  4  months  12  days' 
interest  on  draft  of  $10,000, 
drawn  on  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  220  00 

July    19,  **  bank  of  Michigan,  for  5  mos. 

and  7  days'  interest  on  7 
drafts  of  $5, 000  each,  drawn 
on  R.  Withers,  on  acc't  of 
Jan.  instalment  of  5  million 
loan,  at  6  per  cent,  965  65 

28,  **  bank  of  Michigan,  for  5  mos 
7  days'  interest  on  auditor 
genuraFs  drafts  on  R.  Wi- 
thers, payable  on  1st  Jan. 
1840,  863  51 

Aug      2,  **  bankof  Michigan,  for  3  mos. 

int.  on  $10,239  17  Morris 
canal  and  banking  compa- 
ny's acceptance,  payable 
Nov.  1,  1839,  153  59 

Oct.      7,  "  Morris   canal   and  banking 

company,for  30  days'  inter- 
est on  $237,699  91,  being 
'  part  of  October  instalment 

of  5  million  loan,  made  30 
days  in  advance,  at 6  per ct,  1,188  50 

Nov.   25,  **  interest  on  state  stocks,  6,000  00 

30,  **  this  amount  transferred  to 

internal  improvement  fund,  $6,827  95 
"  this   amount   transferred  to 

internal  improvement  fund,  36,673  78 

43,001  78 

**  this  amount  to  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  30 
days'  time  )  per  cent,  on 
$2*57,500,  paid  on  July  1, 
1839,  30  (lays  in  advance, 
as  per  sub-contract  of  Nov., 
1838,  1,287  50 


Carried  forward,  $1,287  50$102,153  46 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  89 

Detnayers^  Treasurer  of  Sinking  fund. 

CR. 

Brought  forward,  f  104,130  85 

lector  of  tolls,  on  central 
railroad,  2,106  79 

Sept.  3,  By  do  from  A.  T.  Hall,  collector 

of  tolls  on  central  railroad,  12  72 

6,  "  do  from  Thomas  Clarke, 
collector  of  tolls  on  central 
railroad,  519  68 

Nov.   6,  **  do    from    Thomas  Clarke, 

collector  of  tolls  on  central 
railroad,  HW''  41 

"  do  from  A.  T.  Hall,  collector 

of  toUs  on  central  railroad,  2,646  02 

7,258  43 

90,  "  the  following  sums  of  inte- 
rest on  the  instalments  of 

#5,000  000  loan,  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

**  this  amount  of  interest  on 
depoflite  in  hands  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  forming  a  part  of 
the  sum  of  •28,180,  to  cre- 
dit of  internal  improve'nt 
fund,  5,180  00 

'*  this  amount  of  interest  on 

October  payment,  11,250  00 

16,480  00 


Carried  forward,  •180,458  47 

[H  R.  Doc.]  12 


90  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Peter' 
DR- 

Brought  forward,  «,287  50«102,163  4S 

Add  7  months'  interest  for 
draft  on  January  1,  1840, 
instalment,  paid  30  days 
after,  45  05 

1,332  55 

Nov.  30,  To  interest  on  $5,000,000  ban, 

payable  in  New  York,  6 
per  cent,  July  1,  1839,     150,000  00 
"  interest  and  commissions  to 
convert    time    drafts   into 
cash  funds,  July  1,  1839,     2,110  69 

152,110  69 

**•  paid  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company's  acco't,  July 

1, 1838,  2  months'  inter't  on 
•1,300,000  from  May  1,     13,000  00 
January  1,  1839, 6  months' 
interest     on     $1,300,000, 
Julyl,  39,000  00 

2i  per  cent  commissions  on 
.  $5,000,0000,  125,000  00 

177,000  00 

$432,596  70 


Nov.  30,  Balance,  $302,123  23 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS  91 

DesnoyerSj  Treasurer^  Smkingfund. 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  9130,453  47 

Nov.  30,  By  short  credit  Jan.  30,  A.  T. 

Hal],  collector,    910  00 
Mar.  28,    "         do  Thos,  Clarke,  10  00 

20  00 


• 


t 


Balance,  302,123  23 


State  Treasurer's  Office, 
Detroit^  JVor.  30,  1839, 


•432,590  70 


PETER  DESNOYERS, 

State  Treasurer. 


93  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Henry 
DR. 


1839. 

Jan.    6,  For  warrant  paid  Nesbitt,  for 

transporting  state  bonds  to 
New.  York, 
19,      "  do  John  Berry,  for  writing, 

copying  docun)ents,  &c., 
22,       "  do  Stevens  &  Mather,  for 

stove,  stove  pipe,  &c., 
25,      "  do  Jas.  A.  Armstrong,  for 
his  expenses  to  Washing- 
ton, as  special  messenger  to 
transport  weights, 

Feb.    1,     "  do  for  fuel  for  state  treasu- 
rer's office, 

Mar.    8,     "  do  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  for 

stationery  furnished  execu- 
tive office, 

May   1,    "  check  to  Peter  Desnoyers, 

treasurer, 


•50 

OO 

15 

OO 

37 

50 

100 

OO 

20  OO 

27  64 

1,197  02 

•1,447 

IS 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  93 

Bnoardf  JVeasurer  Contingent  fund. 

CR, 

1839. 

Jan.  1,    By  balance  from  last  year,   ,  •1,022  16 

16y      ''  intetrnal  improvefnent  fuiidy  425  00 


•1,447  16 


H.  HOWARD,  Measurer. 
JfyriJ  30,  1839. 


94  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Peter 
DR. 
1839. 

May    2,       For  governor's  warrant  in  favor 

of  Detroit  post  office,  for 
postage  on  letters  and  docu- 
ments for  the  use  of  the  of- 
fice of  secretary  of  state, 
V  from    Dec.     13th,     1838,    to 

March  29,  1839,  inclusive,  $36  62 
paid  warrant  favor  of  Detroit 
post  office  for  postage  accru- 
ing on  letters  and  documents 
for  the  use  of  the  executive 
department,  from  Dec.  13, 
1838,  to  April  25,  1839,  112  49 


u 


9149  11 


June  11,  "  do   favor   Chas.    H.   Stewart, 

receiver  of  the  bank  of  Yp- 
silanti,  100  00 

19,  "  do  favor  Geo.  Jasperson,  for 
6  lbs.  sperm  candles,  for  li- 
brary, 3  00 

SJO,  **  do  favor  Morgan  L.  Gage,  for 
transporting  arms  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Michigan 
state  guards,  ,  100  OO 

21,  "  do  favor  Henry  Howard,  au- 
ditor general,  to  defray  his 
expenses  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  business  connect- 
ed with  the  finances  of  the 
state,  300  00 

July   15,  "  do  favor  Detroit  post  office,  for 

postage  on  letters  and  docu- 
ments for  secretary  of  state, 
from  April  1,  1839,  to  July 
10,  1839,  14  26 

"  do  favor  Detroit  post  office, 
for  postage  on  letters,  &c., 
for  executive  office,  31  13 


(f 


do  favor  H.  L.  Whipple,  for 
copying  returns  of  unpaid 
taxes,   to   the  office  of   the 


45  39 


Carried  forward,  #697  50 


r 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  95 

Besmoyers,  Treasurer  Qmtingent fund. 

CR. 
1889. 

May     1,  By  late  treasurer's  check  on 

Michigan  state  bank,  tl^lOT  02 

2,  "  auditor  general's  warrant  on 

gener^  fund,  1,500  00 


\ 


Carried  forward,  92,697  02 


96  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

8kUe  of  Michigan^,  in  aceount  with 
DR. 

Brought  forward,  #697   BO 

auditor  general,  135   DO 

July  25,  To  paid  do  favor  Sidney   L* 

Rood,  for  15  copies  of  the 

journal  of  the  convention  to 

form  the  constitution,  22  50 

Aug.   9^  ^'  fuel  for  the  auditor  general's 

office,  13  00 

Nov.   6,  "  Detroit  post  office,  #100  50 

"  do  28  95 


129  45 


8,  *'  H.  L.  Whipple,  1  q'r  year's 
salary  in  the  aud.  general's 
office,  $500  per  annum,  125  00 

•*  John  M.  Chase,  1  half  year's 
salary  in  the  aud.  general's 
office,  #500  per  annum^  250  00 

376  00 

Balance,  1,334  57 


•2,697  02 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS;  W 

Zkma^erif  Dreasurer  OonHngeni  JtauL 

CRj 
Brought  forward,  92fi9ft '  Ot 


'  .    *     >  9  *  4  ^ 

t  f 

I  »  •        *  *  , 

. :  .i      •(■'■ 


'<    .-I 


.  '•   *  ' 
J 

'  '  :  . .    . 

I 


•    '-    .if 


^     / 


! 


* 


I  • 


I  4 


«    ■ . 


n   <• 


'       <  i  !  >\ 


•         ( 


^ 


'  '     <    V    .  I:  ,      •2,097  02 


Nov.  30,  Baknfi^, ;  >  .  .     j.  ,  .         ^,   ..,^,.  ,.  |^j^834  57 

BvAt-B  Treasurer's  Office,  jj  .'mi;.! 

Detroit,  J{bv.  30,  l4S9j     - 1    '     '/i  .1  .■..!•    >:.  " 
*  ''^  PETER  DlffiBHTOYERS, 

State  Treasurer. 


?J^J?  .'^■^'^v^jo^  hnniriD 


[H.  r:  Doc.]  18 
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HOVSB  DOCUMENTS. 


Staie  of  Mchiganif  in  aecouni>iitifik  Filter  Demui^ein^ 

DR. 
Brought  forward,  •lyllS.l^ 
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Gttnied  forward. 


#1,116  14 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  101 

TyuumreroflklhqumtTazfuiuL 

OR. 

Brought  forward,  '   *  #7,470  12 

Sept,    «,  By  this   am't  rec'd   for  delin- 


Oct. 


quent 

taxes, 

#161  04 

4, 

do 

do 

do 

125  12 

6, 

do 

do 

do 

02  00 

6, 

do 

do 

do 

110  00 

7, 

do 

do 

do 

110  00 

10, 

do 

do 

do 

60  00 

12, 

do 

do 

do 

53  58 

H 

do 

do 

do 

587  20 

16, 

do 

do 

do 

163  00 

18, 

do 

do 

do 

55  00 

20, 

do 

do 

do 

400  00 

21, 

do 

do 

do 

235  00 

24, 

do 

do 

do 

542  00 

25, 

do 

do 

do 

154  88 

27, 

do 

do 

do 

140  00 

80, 

do 

do 

do 

292  67 

1, 

do 

do 

do 

30  00 

8, 

do 

do 

do 

376  15 

3, 

do 

do 

do 

95  00 

4, 

do 

do 

•do 

86  00 

5, 

do 

do 

do 

35  00 

«, 

do 

do 

do 

64  00 

8, 

do 

do 

do 

98  85 

», 

do 

do 

do 

125  00 

10, 

do 

do 

do 

607  00 

11, 

do 

do 

do 

239  10 

12, 

do 

do 

do 

170  16 

14, 

do 

do 

do 

100  00 

16, 

do 

do 

do 

174  00 

18, 

do 

do 

do 

133  00 

21, 

do 

do 

do 

76  00 

22, 

do 

do 

do 

50  00 

28, 

do 

do 

do 

37  00 

24, 

da 

do 

do 

387  13 

25, 

do 

do 

do 

40  00 

29, 

do 

do 

do 

253  72 

80, 

do 

do 

do 

182  00 

31, 

do 

do 

do 

86  00 

Carried  forward. 

A  OTkA      1  « 

•18,646  72 

I  OS 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


State  of  Mich^mrin  account  wUk  l%<ar>  Ikmt^si^ 

DR; 

,  f  ,  Brought  forward,      *  •  •1,118  14 

BkWe,  1M68  23 
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HOUSE  DOCVMENTS.  )0| 
Treasurer  of  Deihiq^ent  Taxfund^ 

«             Brought  forward,  •13,646'?2 

Nov,    3,  By  this  amount  received 'for  de*.  ,,I    i  .i. 

linquent  taxes,  $Wt.  83 

5,  do  '         do         '   lio  .  82fi  88 

6,  do            do            do  ao  66       /' 

7,  do          r  :do            do  i         ^i&!'QO 
9,        do            do            do  '.     .182.00 

11,      '  do      -    do            do  176  36 

13,         do            do            do  162  06       ,  . 

15,         do            do            do  U7  16 

18,        do            do            do  51  90    '  . 

20,  do            do            die>i  182  46  '" 

21,  de^            do            do  49  00 

22,  do    '       do            do.  '•   78  06  ' 
26,         do            do            d»  ^     108  49 

28,         do            do            do  92  06              <     ! 

30,        do    •        do            da  147  26       .i 

8(l»         do            do            do  159  00 

30,         do            do            do  .    351  6i       ,\ 

'  >■■ ' »»  "2/640  65 

•  616,286  37 


•       I 


1839.  '    ri 

Nov.  30,        Balance,  /.  615,168  23 

State  Trbasvrer's  Office,  •) 

Detroit,  JVbv.  30,  1839;    <      '  ^ 

PETER?.  DBSNOYERS, 
■     ''    '  '       "  State  Treasurer. 


J 

,.',:■')'    .'iy'.l 


>  1 1 


r 


'  '  '  I     I 


104  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Mchigdn;  in  dtcvi^tiaitk  Sknrt/'  timati, 

dr: 

1839:     ■  P-  /v.     :  •   . 

Jan.  16,  To  paid  warsiiiit(&iiorBt  Clair  hi  , 

^cou«l^t^^^  being  proportion  due 
;  thit:  county,  ytii  1 838,  -       $4Jdb  i28      .  u 
21,  ^<  dd    i&vor  treasurer  Way^e 

•  6oiiitt^,  being '  amount  fdue  <  .S 

'  for:  yiar  1838,'  =  ' .    8,441  {92      - 

'      .!   1  '  S  ',!•   r4^   #3,907  2^ 

24,  "  do^  fav6V  Monroe  county,  for         '.  .   i 

:  1838,r  1^,340  80 

28,  "  do  favor  Saginaw^      do  do-         80  '64 

"  t6  fkvdr  Macorafr      do  do     1,185  128      /, 

81,  "  do  favor  Oakland,  dodo.  2,768-iQO  /.- 

"  do  favor  Livingston  dodo  684  80  ..• 

Feb.    1,  "  do  favor  Hillsdale  do  do  623  .86  • , 

4,  "  do  favbr  AUeganl  do  dd  139.52 


\ 


7,  "  Id  {kv^r  Berrien        do  do  •       328  08 

;  tfiyS:  "  do  fttver  Kalamazoo  do  do        845  44 

-Op*^  do  favor  Ionia  do  do        122  24 


t—     4,215  68 


\     « 


1,295  76 

11,  "  do  favor  Ingham        do  do         107  52 
15,  **  this  amount  received  of  trea-  .',[>[ 

■''/'      surer  of  Lenawee  county,        i    '  *    "  ' 

bv   auditor   eenerar&  .wari     .  ., 
rant  for  amount  dtjie  tp,™Lt,);,     ,-.  /  \    \ 

.::;:;:  rQ9Wty:,|  t^iqp^ly   towards 
,    .,^^  .;■  a(^oapt  due  from  said  coun- 

'  ty  for  taxes,  1,712  00 


"  do  of  treasurer  Van  Buren 

county,  on  same  account,         159  36 
19,  "  paid  warrant  favor  Washte- 
naw county,  3,006  72 
Mar.  6,  "  do  favor  St.  Joseph  county,    519  04 
8,  "  paid  ac't  favor  Berrien  do         382  08 

•N 

27,  "  this  amount  aud'r  general's 
warrant  favor  Calhoun  co., 
to  apply  on  account  taxes 
due  the  state,  1,111  04 


1,819  52 


4,067  20 


Carried  forward,  $1,IU  04  #17,912  08 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTSL  105 

Treasurer  of  the  Primary  School  fund. 

CR, 

1S39. 

Jan.     12,  By  this    amount  received  of 

John  D,  Pierce,  liuperinten- 
dent  of  public  instruction, 
being  interest  on  primary 
school  lands  Bold,  payable 
to  the  several  county  trea- 
surers on  auditor  general's 
warranty  •21,817  60 

Mar.  8,     *^  this  amount,  error  in  charg- 
ing Berrien  county,  Feb.  7, ' 
1839,  328  08 

April  80,     "  Henry  Howard,  treasurer's 

check,  given  Feb.  1,  1839, 
favor  Hillsdale  county,         $623  38 
*'  do  do  given  Feb.    4,  1839, 

favor  Allegan  county,  139  52 

762  88 


Carried  forward,  •22,908  56 

[n.  R.  Doc.]  14 


106  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  JiHehiganj  in  accaurU  toith  Henry  Hawtrrd, 

DR. 

Brought  forward,  W,!!!  04  #17,912^  08 

April  ^23,  To  paid  warrant  favor  Ottawa 

county,  by  check  on  Michi-  ^ 
'  gan  state  bank,  29  44 

26,  "  do  favor  Eaton  county,  by 

check  on  Michigan   state        ' 
bank,  110  08 


1,250  56 


''  this  «n)ount  furnished  to  P. 
Desnoyers,  as  per  his  re- 
ceipt to  baJaoce,  3,745  92 

•22,908  56 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  107 

Treasurer  of  the  Primary  School futuL 

CR. 
Brought  forward,  #22,908  56 


•22,908  56 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
JprilSO,  1839. 


^^i^^^^*!^^^— "^— ^•PP^ 


108  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

m 
m 

State  of  MickigaUy  in  account  with  Peter  Demayers. 

DR. 

1839. 

For  payment  of  the  following 
warranto: 
Aug.     8,     Jackson  county,  int't  on  school 

fund, 
31,     Lapeer        do  do  do 

Sept.     9,     Wayne        do  do  do 

Nov.  27,     Cass  do  do  do 

Allegan      do    late   treasurer's 
check,  May  7,  1839, 
Balance, 


•1,233 
195 
134 
608 

02 

84 
30 
00 

139 
3,673 

52 
86 

85,985  44 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS, 


109 


tnasurer  of  the  Prtmary  School  fund. 

1839. 

May     !•  By  Henry  Howard,  treasurer's 

check    on  Michigan  state 

bank, 
Sept.   2,      "  Amount  received  from  John 

D.  Pierce,  superintendent, 
Nov.    4,     "  Amount  rec'a  on  acc't  of 

school  lands. 


9, 

do 

do 

18, 

do 

do 

19, 

do 

20, 

do 

27,  . 

do 

28, 

do 

29, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Nov.  30,  Balance, 

Statb  Treasurer's  Office, 
Detroit y  JVJw.  80,  1839. 


•3,745  02 

655  52 

128  00 

64  00 

64  00 

32  00 

64  00 

06  00 

64  00 

52  00 

160  00 

156  00 

704  00 

•5,085  44 

$3,673  86 


PETER  DESNOYERS, 
State  Treasurer. 


1 


110  ,       HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Stale  ofJiBcbigan^  in  account  unth  Peter  Desnoffcrs^ 

DR. 
Balance,  92,651   16 


•2,651   18 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  Ill 


Tirtasnrer 

of  Primary  School  Interest  fund. 

CR. 

1839. 

Nov.     4, 

For  this  amount  of  interest  on 

school  lauds, 

1 

•80  64 

8, 

do 

do            do 

40  32 

9, 

do 

do            do 

76  16 

14, 

do 

do            do 

35  84 

17, 

do 

do            do 

21  59 

23, 

do 

do            do 

38  08 

25, 

do 

do            do 

35  84 

27, 

do 

do            do 

118  72 

29, 

do 

do            do    * 

389  44 

30, 

do 

do            do 

1,089  15 

30, 

do 

do            do 

725  40 

•2,651  18 


Not.  30,        Balance,  92,651  18 

^ETER  DESNOYERS, 
•Yov.  30,  1889.  State  Treasurer, 


112  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Peter  De$nagerSf 

1839. 

July    26,  To  warrant  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Titus, 

commissioner,  95,000  00 

Sept.   16,  do  do  do  '  d,000  00 

Oct    23,  do  do  do  2,572  4S 


f  12,572  48 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  113 

Treasurer  State  Penitentiary  fund. 

CR. 

1639. 

July  26,  By  cash  rec'd  from  Wm.  Ford 

&  Son,  on  acc't  of  July  in- 
stalment of  their  bond  to 
the  state,  received  June 27, 
1839,  $4,000  00 

**  this  amount  received  July 

15,  1839,  1,000  00 

$5,000  00 

^Mspl.    9,   "   this  amount  received   from 

Wm.  Ford  &  Son,  on  their 
bond  to  the  state,  5,000  00 

Oct.   23,   "     this  amount  rec'd  from  Wm. 

Ford  <fe  Son,  by  bill  of  iroD 
delivered  J.  H.  Titus,  com- 
missioner, Sept,  10,  1889,  2,572  48 

•12.572  48 


State  Treasurer's  Office, 
Detroit  JVbo.  30,  1839. 

'  PETER  DESNOYERS, 

Slate  TreaFurn\ 


[R  R.  Doc.]  15 


114  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan^  in  account  with  Henry 

DR. 
1839. 

Jan.    1,    To  balance,  $1,260  38 

5,      ''  this  am' trec'd  of  Merchants' 

bank  of  Jackson  county,       #127  70 


10,  **  cash  rec'd  of  Calhoun  coun- 
ty bank,  toward  amount 
due  January  1,  1839,  237  77 

19,  "  cash  rec'd  of  Calhoun  coun- 
ty bank,  balance  due  Jan.  1, 
1839,  25  00 


Feb.  22,     "  cash  rec'd  of  St.  Clair  bank, 

due  Jan.  1,  1839,  240  30 

27,  "  cash  received  of  bank  of 
Constantino,  due  Jan'y  1, 
1839,  131  87 


127  70 


262  77 


372  17 
•2,023  02 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  U6 

Howard,  TYeasurer  of  the  Bank  fund. 

CR. 
1^9. 

April  30,  By  balance  transferred  to  P.  Des- 

noyers,  as  per  his  receipt,  ^,023  02 


•2,023  02 


p.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
JlprU  30,  1839. 


1X6  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  of  Michigan,  in  account  with  Peter 

DR. 
1839. 

May  ly  To  balance  received  from  H* 
Howard,  late  treasurer,  his 
check  on  state  bank,  91,891  73 

''cash,  131  29 

92,023  02 


#2,023  02 


NoF.  80,        Balance,  91,335  52 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTa  117 

Dtsnoyers^  Treasurer  of  the  Bank  fund. 

CR. 

1839. 

July  23,  By  safety  fund  banks^ 

"  paymeiit  of  warrant  to  K. 

Pritchette,  June  1,  •312  fO 

"  do  to  A.  Felch,  June  20,  62  50 

«375  00 

Aug.  10,   **  do  to  K.  Pritchette,  312  50 

Balance,  1,335  52 


•2,023  02 


PETER  DESNOYERS,  Treasurer. 
Xmemher  30,  1830. 


118 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 
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[No.  15.] 

Report  on  the  subject  of  obtaining  a  just  representa- 
tion of  this  state,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
governor's  message  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  *•  securing 
a  full  representation  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,"  would  beg  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
that  they  fully  concur  with  the  executive,  in  appreciating  its 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 

At  the  time  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  ratio 
of  congressional  representation  among  the  several  states,  was, 
and  still  is,  one  for  every  forty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
inhabitants.  The  population  of  Michigan  then,  as  appears  by 
the  enumeration  officially  made  by  the  state,  was  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand. 

By  provisions  bearing  upon  this  subject,  embraced  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  Michigan  was  then  entitled  to  at  least  three  re- 
presentatives in  congress.  And  your  committee  can  perceive' 
no  other  shade  of  objection,  then  existing,  to  her  full  represen- 
tation there,  other  than  the  want  of  proper  information  on  the 
subject,  on  the  part  of  congress,  through  the  official  channels 
known  to  the  law. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that  a  cen- 
sus, throughout  the  Union,  shall  be  taken  once  in  every  ten 
! rears;  but  nothing  has  been  discovered  in  the  constitution  or 
aws,  impairing  the  right  of  congress  to  take  an  enumeration, 
at  any  intermediate  period,  as  a  basis  of  its  representation,  or 
from  taking  the  official  census  of  the  state  itself  for  such  basis. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  justice  to 
our  state,  demands  that  congress  should,  and  it  is  trusted  will, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  upon  proper  application  therefor, 
make  provision  by  law,  for  the  more  full  and  just  representa- 
tioaof  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  are  not  unmindful  of  the  fact,  that  a  census 
of  Michigan,  by  virtue  of  the  constitutional  provisions  referred 
to,  will  soon  be  taken,  and  a  congressional  apportionment  be 
made  therefrom  ;  which  circumstance  might  seem  to  indicate 
the  propriety  of  inaction  on  the  subject  previous  thereto.  But 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  too  much  delay  has  al- 
»  ready  attended  this  matter;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that 
some  two  years  elapsed  after  the  last  decennial  enumeration  of 
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the  general  government  was  had,  before  an  apportionment  un-^ 
der  it  took  place,  and  having  reason  to  anticipate  that  similar 
delay  may  attend  the  apportionment  under  the  next  enumera- 
tioo,  your  committee  cannot  discharge  their  duty  without 
recomnnending  immediate  and  efficient  efforts  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  embritced  in  the  resolution  under  their 
eonaideration.  And  your  committee  would,  therefore,  submit, 
as  a  preliminary  proceeding  in  the  matter,  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  accompanying  ihis  report,  viz: 

GROVE  SPENCER, 

Chuinnan^ 


Whereas,  By  an  act  of  congress  entitled  **  An  act  to  admit 
the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states,"  approved  January  26,  1837.  the  stale 
of  Michigan  was  **  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states,  in  alJ  respects  whatsoever:" 

JlTid  whereas,  The  state  of  Michigan  did  contain  more  than 
the  requisite  number  of  inhabitants  to  entitle  her  to  three  re- 
presentatives in  congress: 

mind  whereas.  Said  ^ct  should  have,  but  did  not,  expressly 
r«wognize  to  this  state  the  constitutional  privilege  of  choosing 
three  representatives  to  congress: 

And  whereas.  The  interests  of  this  state  demand  that  she 
should  have  her  jnst  representation  in  the  congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  cf  the 
State  *'f  Michigan,  That  om*  senators  and  representative'  in 
congress  be  requested  to  ur^e  and  respectfully  insist  upon  the 
early  passage  of  an  act  of  congress,  expressly  giving  to  the 
state  of  Michigan  the  privilege  of  choosfing  three  representa- 
tives to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  until  another  con- 
gressional apportionment  be  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  stftfe  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
required  to  make  out  certificates  of  the  official  returns  of  the 
enumeration  made  by  this  state  in  1637,  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  under  his  band  and  the  seal  of  the  state,  arid  transmit 
the  same,  one  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representative  in  congress, 
together  with  copies  of  this  and  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolutions. 


[H.  R.  Doc]  Id 
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[No.  16.] 
Special  Message* 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  has  become  my  duty  to  request  the  early  atteatioaof  the 
legislature,  to  the  condition  of  that  very  oumorous  class  q€ 
our  fellow  citizens,  who  seem  to  have  entered,  into  contracts 
with  the  accredited  agents  of  the. state,  for  the  furnishing  of* 
materials,  or  the  performance  of  labor,  upon  our  public  works, 
and  who  claim  to  be  creditors. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  outstanding  pecuniary  liabili- 
ties already  incurred,  in  the  prosecution  of  our  gigantic  project 
of  internal  improvement,  can  best  be  ascertained  by  a  minute 
examination  into  all  the  operations  of  the  commissioners,  apd 
of  the  board. 

If  thi^  aggregate  amount  should  be  found  swolen  beyond 
our  present  available  means,  I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  not 
the  less  think  it  a  duty,  gentlemen,  to  provide  for  its  liquida- 
tion; nor  would  any  unnecessary  delay  of  payment,  in  cas^jj 
where  contracts  have  been  entered  into  in  perfect  good  faith, 
be  justiiied,  by  imputing  indiscretion  or  extravagance,  to  our 
predecessors  who  may  have  authorized  such  accumulated  lia^- 
oilities.  It  is  the  public  faith,  which  is  pledged;  and  it  i^  our 
constant  duty,  to  preserve  the  public  faith  inviolate.  And  as 
this,  to  the  utmost  extent  possible,  is  our  duty,  so,  I  am  sure, 
you  will  think  it  also  for  our  advantage.  For  **  there  is  no 
truth  more  thoroughly  established,"  (as  our  first,  our  greatest 
and  our  best  president  has  told  us,)  ''  than  that  there  exists, 
in  the  economy  of  nature,  an  indissoluble  union  between  vir- 
tue and  happiness;  between  duty  and  advantage;  between  the 
genuine  maxims  of  an  honest  and  magnanimous  policy,  and  the 
solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and  felicity! '  Feeling  asr 
sured,  gentlemen,  that  there  can  exist  no  diflerence  of  opinion, 
as  to  the  justice  of  these  sentiments,  or  the  soundness  of  the 
policy  which  they  indicate,  I  respectfully  lay  before  you,  here- 
with,  a  memorial  of  some  of  our  fellow  citizens,  exhibiting, the 
distressed  condition  in  which  they  appear  to  have  heen  placed, 
by  reason  of  an  alleged  failure  on  the  part  of  the  .agents  of  tlw? 
state,  to  comply  with  the  pecuniary  engagements  made  with 
the  memorialists.  Though  addressed  to  the  gpyernor,  (who. 
without  your  aid  can  furnish  no  relief.)  yet,  I  have  coosiderecj 
it  a  duty  which  both  justice  and  sound  pc'licy  enjoin,  to  sub- 
mit to  you  for  your  more  efficient  consideration. 

But  while  I  commend  this  subject  to  your  earnest  attention, 
I  would  venture  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  a  guarded  cau- 
tion in  any  general  act  you  may  think  it  proper  to  pas8,.agai/)8t 
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the  allowance  of  claims  upon  any  contVact,  except  such  as  may 
have  been  entered  into  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith. 

I  again  also,  respectfully  ask  your  consideration  of  the  pro- 
priety of  abrogating,  or  at  least  of  suspending  all  existing  au- 
thority, on  the  part  of  tlie  commissioners  of  internal  improve- 
ment, to  enter  into  any  new  contract,  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  projected  works,  until  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency, shall  have  been  provided. 

WILLIAM  WOODBRIDGE. 

Executive  Office, 
January  15,  1840. 


7b  His  Excellency,  William  Woodbridge, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

Your  petitioners,  contractors  upon  the  Clinton  and  Kalama- 
zoo canal,  humbly  represent  to  your  excellency,  that  they 
have  entered  into  contracts  with  the  commissioners,  the  au« 
thorized  agents  of  the  state,  to  complete  certain  portions  of 
the  above  named  work;  that  they  have  for  a  long  time  been, 
and  are  now  engaged  in  the  performance  of  th^  contracts; 
that  they  have  been,  contrary  to  w^hat  should  h>ve  Been  the 
fact,  when  tho  faith  of  the  state  is  pledged,  disa()poir)ted  in 
their  expectations  of  receiving  their  dues;  that  they  hafe  now 
a  large  number  of  laborers  in  their  employ,  to  wfium  ihey  are 
izMlebted  for  past  services,  and  whom  they  cannot  now  dis- 
charge; and  that  without  any  thing  to  relieve  us  at  present, 
ia  this  unpleasant  emergeucy,  there  is  nothing  in  prospect  cal- 
culated to  relieve  us. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  of*  your  excel- 
lency, so  far  to  interest  yourself  in  the  subject  above  presen- 
ted, as  to  lay  the  matter,  in  such  form  as  your  excellency  may 
think  best,  before  the  honorable  legislature,  urging  upon  that 
body  an  immediate  attention  to  it.  Your  excellency  cannot 
(ail  to  perceive^  that  the  exigency  in  whic|;i  we  are  placed, 
since  it  arises  fix>m  no.. neglect  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
your  petitioners,  very  justly  calls  for  the  interference  and  aid 
of  the  legislature.  And  your  petitioners  cannot  entertain  a 
dottbt»  that  aa  examination  of  facts,  and  an  investigation  of 
their  claims,  will  secure  to  them  the  aid  which  every  conside- 
ration of  justice  and  good  faith,  so  imperatively  demands. 
Should  your  excellenly  lay  this  subject  before  the  honorable 
legislature,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  you  would,  besides 
kindly  advancing  the  just  claims  of  your  petitioners,  also  do 
something  towards  preserving  inviolate  the  faith  and  integrity 
of  our  state.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
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WILLIAM  BRONSON,  H.  J.  JOHNSON, 

J.  B.  VANRENc>ELEER,  EDWARD  W.  PECK, 

WILLIAM  BEER,  ISAAC  KELLY, 

JAMES  SNOOK,  JOHN  F.  HAMLIN, 

ELIJAH  HAMLIN,  Jun.,  JOHN  PARSHALL, 

WILLIAiM  POSTER,  WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

C.  N.  CHAPEL,  HIRAM  LOVELAND, 

CYRUS  GILBERT,  B.  B.  KNIGHT. 
Ulicaj  Macomb  County,  January  28,  1839. 


[No.  17.] 

Keport  of  the  Committee  of  Internal  Improvement, 
on  the  propriety  of  leasing  the  Central  railroad. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  of  inquiry  touching  the  propriety  of  leasing 
the  central  railroad,  now  in  operation,  for  a  given  time,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  \ekve  to  report: 

That,  on  account  of  the  great  care  and  attention  necessary 
to  protect  arid  preserve  ttie  railroad,  engines,  cars,  &c.,  from 
injury  .and  premature  decay,  and  on  account  of  the  character 
and  value  of  the  property  embraced  in  this  subject,  and  the 
tendency  to  destruction  and  waste  which  uniformly  attends 
the  leasing  of  property  much  less  liable  to  injury;  not  to  men- 
tion other  difficulties  which  not  unfrequently  arise  under  such 
an  arrangement;  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  assuming  too  great  a  responsibility  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  proposi  tion  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

Your  committee  would  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that  a 
proposal  has  been  presented  to  them,  by  a  respectable  indlvida- 
al,  to  lease  the  road  on  terms  which  would  give  to  the  state 
mone  than  double  the  amount  per  year,  for  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  road,  than  it  appears  has  been  realized  from  the  same,  for 
the  year  past.  But  nevertheless,  your  committee  think  it  is 
derogating  from  the  character  of  the  state  and  its  agents,  to 
infer  that  she  must  give  op  the  control  of  her  works  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  which  are  finished  and  in  operation,  for  "want 
of  sufficient  ability  to  manage  the  same. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject* 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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[No.  18.]  . 

Memorial  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Mi- 
chigan, relative  to  building  a  light  house  and  im- 
proving the  harbor  at  Belvidcre^  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair.  * 

7b  tAe  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States^  in  Congress  €^sembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  state  of  Michigan,  convened  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  at 
their  regular  session  for  the  year  1840,  respectfully  represents: 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  a  portion  of  th& 
expenditures  of  the  public  moneys  of  our  general  government 
can  in  no  way  be  made  to  contribute,  in  a  greater  proportion- 
ate degree  to  the  general  good,  than  by  applying  the  same  to 
the  improvement  of  «uch  harbors  on  our  lakes,  and  the  build- 
ing of  such  light  houses  as  will  contribute  to  the  general  safety, 
convenience  and  prosperity  of  that  portion  of  our  commerce 
whose  operations  are  particularly  confined  to  these  waters. 

The  vast  amount  ol  goods  and  produce  transported  upon  our 
western  lakes,  and  the  great  number  of  our  citizens  ana  others 
almost  hourly  exposed  to  the  perils  of  this  navigation,  seem  to 
us  fully  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  such  objects  are  wor- 
thy of  the  attention  and  patronage  of  congress.  -  While  it  is 
admitted  that  probably  some  of  the  appropriations,  for  similar 
objects  have  been  granted  without  sufficient  previous  examina- 
tion, it  is  confidently  believed  that  others  have  been  withheld 
to  the  serious  injury  of  the  general  interests  of  western  com- 
merce and  navigation.  And  of  this  latter  class  may  justly  be 
ranked  the  proposed  light  house  and  harbor  improvements  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  (at  BeIvidere,)on  Lake  St.  Clair,, 
in  this  state.  The  position  of  this  harbor,  being  abo«t  midway 
on  the  western  shore  of  said  lake,  and  being  the  only  harbor  on 
this  lake,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  said  lake  is  t(>o  shoal 
for  navigation,  except  by  following  the  channels  whic*  pass 
through  it,  and  that  the  best,  and  indeed,  the  only  channel  by 
which  the  larger  classes  of  vessels  and  steamboats  can  pass 
through  this  lake,  is  that  called  the  **  north  channel,"  which 
passes  close  to  the  mouth  of  said  Clinton  river,  and,  by  a  ser- 
pentine course,  connects  with  the  upper  navigation.  Taken  in 
connection,  also,  with  the  important  consideration,  that  this  19 
Ae  only  diannel  of  connection  or  communication  betvfreen  the 
^per  and  lower  lakes,  through  which  channel  no  vesseli^  call 
at  present  pass  in  the  night  season,  for  want  of  a  ligtit  bouse  at 
Beividere  to  guide  them.      All  seem  to  indicate  this  point  bm 
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one  peculiarly  meriting  the  early  and  favorable  action  of  con- 
gress, in  a  general  and  national  view  of  the  subject. 

This  harbor  has,  moreover,  from  tha  first  settlement  of  thai 
part  of  our  state,  been  looked  upon  as  the  natural  channel 
through  which  must  pass  the  exports  and  imports  of  one  of  the 
richest  portions  of  this  peninsula;  and  now,  since  tlie  surround- 
ing county,  rich  in  agricultural  products,  has  greatly  increas- 
ed, and  is  still  rapidly  increasing  in  population  and  wealth;  and 
more  especially  since  the  location  of  that  great  and  important 
state  work,  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  (which  is  located 
to  cross  the  state  from  the  Clinton  to  the  Kalamazoo  rivers, 
thu9  connecting  Lake  St.  Clair  on  the  east,  with  Lake  JVIichi- 
ganon  the  wast,)  tins  subject  has  been  greatly  increa^d  in  ^m- 
^jiprtance. 
.  The  legislature  of  this  state,  has,  at  five  difierent  j.ui>es, 
within  the  last  few  years,  interested  itself  to  procure  appro- 
priations from  congiess  for  constructing  a  light  house  and  iin-^ 
proving  the  harbor  at  this  place,  by  instructing  our  senators, 
and  requesting  our  representative  in  that  body,  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  efect  that  object.  One  joint  resolution,  with  ihi^ 
preamble,  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  quote  on  this  subject: 

"  Whereas^  the  cast  part  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  ca- 
nal is  now  under  contract,  partially  constructed,  and  is  expect-^ 
ed  to  be  finished,  ready  for  navigation,  in  the  course  of  the  en- 
suing sumrner  or  fall,  and 

"  Whereas,  without  the  appropriation  hereinafter  mentionedy 
it  is  believed  that  great  and  serious  injury  will  result  to  the  In-^ 
terests  of  this  state,  as  well  as  to  the  interests  of  commarce 
and  navigation  in  general,  for  want  of  a  light  house  and  thp  ne- 
cessary iTiprovcments  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  which 
is  the  port  of  entry  for,  and  the  natural  point  of  communica-* 
tion  with  said  canal  by  means  of  said  river:  Therefore, 

^^Resohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  iJie 
State  of  Michigan,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instruct-* 
ed,  and  our  representative  be  requested  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavors to  obtain  from  the  congress  of  the  United  Staters,  at 
the  present  session  of  that  body,  an  appropriation  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light  house  at 
the  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  on  the  north  side  thereof,  at  Bel* 
Yidere,  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  of  building  a  pier  and 
otherwise  improving  the  harbor  of  said  place." 

The  project  of  improving  the  harbor  above  referred  to,  19 
not  Uable  to  the  objection  that  sufficient  preliminary  surveys 
and  examinations  have  not  been  made,  as  by  reference  to  tho 
war  department  of  the.  United  States,  there  will  be  found  in 
the  topographical  bureau,  a  full  report  of  the  survey  made  of 
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Ab  haii>or  hj  Lt.  Col.  Anderson,  of  the  engineer  corps,  in 
January,  1894,  acconipanied  by  an  appropriate  map  and  plan; 
by  reference  to  which,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  eetimated 
expease  of  the  proposed  improvements  for  this  harbor,  inclu- 
ding the  erection  of  a  light  house,  amounts  only  to  the  com* 
paratively  trifling  sum  of  #ll»,0OO. 

Your  memorialists  would,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  that  a 
suitable  appropriation  be  made  by  your  hondtable  body  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  light  house,  and  otherwise  improving 
said  harbor  at  Belvidere,  according  to  the  plan  and  surVey  made 
by  said  Lt.  Col.  Anderson,  with  such  alterations  and  additions 
as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

Resolvedy  That  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  be 
transmitted,  forthwith,  by  the  governor  of  this  state,  to  each 
of  our  senators  and  to  our  representative  in  congress,  with  a 
request  to  them  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  imme- 
diate abtion  thereon^  and,  if  possible,  an  appropriation,  during 
the  present  session  of  congress,  of  at  least  $10,000,  for  the  ol> 
jects  aforesaid. 


[No.  19.] 
Attorney  General's  Report 

Office  op  Attobnet  General, 
V  Detroit,  Dec.  28,  1839. 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

'  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  an  account  of  the  offi^ 
cial  business  performed  by  me,  as  attorney  general,  since  '  the 
date  of  my  last  annual  report.  It  should,  perhaps,  be  stated 
here,  that  the,  annexed  schedules  exhibit  only  the  general  out- 
lines of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  instituted,  as  it  Is 
believed  that  a  minute  detail  of  every  act  is  neither  contempla- 
ted by  the.  provision  which  renders  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
ceneral  io  make  an  an'nual  report,  nor  would  it  promote  any 
beneficial  purpose.  All  that  is  matprial,  however,  to  show  the 
nature  of  these  proceedings  have  been  set  forth,  and  should 
any  further  particulars  become  necessary  or  desirable,  they 
would  most  cheerfully  be  fvirnished. 

'  Schedule  A,  contains  a  statement  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  state  is  a  party  or  directly  interested,  and  as  those  are  all 
civil  proceedings,  it  will  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  services 
which  have  been  rendered  in  regard  to  criminal  matters,  have 
been  confined  alrpost  entirely  to.  assistance  given  by  prosecu- 
ting attomies  whenever  called  on,  and  the  cases  therefore  are 
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properly  ii^luded  in  these  reports.  Appended  to  thb  schfedule 
will  also  be  found  an  abstract  of  reports  which  have  been  re- 
ceived at  this  office  from  several  receivers,  showing  the  situa- 
tion of  the  banks^  under  injunction.  It  was  believed  that 
something  of  this  kind  would  be  desirable  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  interests  involved  in 
the  protjeedings  which  have  been  instituted  at  tliip  office  with- 
in the  last  two  years  against  banks;  and  the  document  has 
been  made  as.  complete  as  the  returns  received  would  permit. 

From  these  statements  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  are 
forty-three  banks  in  this  state  against  which  proceedings  have 
been  instituted  to  procure  a  dissolution , of  their  corporate, 
rights,  and  that  thirty-four  of  these  are  owing  to  the  public  an 
aggregate  indebtedness  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half.  It 
is  also  shown,  indeed,  that  there  are  nominal  assets  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers  of  these  banks  to  an  amount  more  than  equal 
to  their  indebtedness.  In  order,  however,  to  show  the  slight 
reliance  that  should  be  placed  on  these  assets,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary to  remark  that  of  all  demands,  those  which  are  due  to 
an  insolvent  corporation  are  the  most  unlikely  to  be  cheerfully 
paid  by  the  debtor;  the  most  difficult  to  collect;  and  the  most 
certain  to  be  attended  by  protracted  and  expensive  litigation; 
and  when  we  take  into  account  the  fact  whicn  has  become  suf- 
ficiently notorious^  that  most  of  these  banks  were  engendered 
in  fraud,  and  brought  forth  in  direct  and  palpable  violation  of 
law,  and  in  hostility  to  every  sound  principle  of  business  or  of 
banking,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  x^onversion  of  these 
assets  into  money,  will  either  be  very  rapid  or  attended  with 
great  ultimate  success.  It  is,  nevertheless,  hoped  and  believed 
mat  the  several  receivers  are  proceeding  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  demands  in  their  hands  w^th  as  much  rapidity  as 
the  difficulties  of  the  times  and  a  prudent  regard  to  the  ir^terests 
of  the  creditors  will  warrant,  and  the  whole  matter  is  submit- 
ted to  the  legislature  with  the  simple  remark,  that  if  any  aid 
can  be  given  by  legislative  action  which  will  facilitate  the  col- 
lection of  these  demands  and  hasten  the  payment  of  this  large 
indebtedness,  it  is  most  important  that  it  should  be  done  at  the 
earliest  moment.  , 

The  next  schedule,  marked  B,  is  an  abstract  of  the  annual 
reports  of  the  prosecuting  attornies  of  the  counties  of  Monroe, 
Lenawee,  Branch,  Kalamazoo,  Jackson,  Ingham,  Shiawassee, 
Genesee  and  Oakland  j  no  reports  having  been  received  from 
the  prosecuting  attornies  of  tne  remaining  counties* 

Were  these  reports  carefully  prepared  by  the  prosecuting 
attornies  of  the  different  counties,  and  punctually  transmitted 
to  this  office^  as  required  by  law,  mucn  valuable  information 
might  be  laid  before  the  legislature  in. regard  to  that  most  im* 
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portant  branch  of  our  goTernmeDt,  the  admiaistratiOa  of  the 
criminal  law. 

An  abstract  of  such  reports,  if  they  were  complete  and  per- 
fect from  every  county  in  the  state,  would  furnish  unerring 
data,  from  which  it  could  annually  be  seen  by  the  assembled 
representatives  of  the  people^  whether  crime  was  on  the  in* 
crease,  or  whether  its  withering  and  corrupting  influence  had 
been  arrested  and  overpowered  by  the  increasing  virtue  and 
morality  of  the  people;  and  if  the  morals  of  the  community 
were  depreciating,  if  crime  had  become  more  rife  and  perva- 
ding, the  information  thus  provided  would  afford  the  most  con* 
vincing  indications  to  show  whether  this  effect  resulted  from 
errors  in  the  law  or  proceeded  from  the  impurity  or  inefficien- 
cy of  its  administration. 

As  it  is  this  year,  with  information  from  only  about  one  third 
of  the  counties,  and  those  not  the  most  populous  in  the  state,  it ' 
would  be  hardly  proper  or  consistent  to  make  the  facts  con* 
tained  in  these  returns  alone,  the  basis  of  material  suggestions 
as  to  such  improvements  or  changes  in  the  criminal  law  as  are 
intended  to  operate  over  the  whole  state.  Enough,  however/ 
appears  in  these  reports,  which,  in  connexion  with  occurren- 
ces that  have  happened  under  my  own  observation,  clearly  in- 
dicate that  some  important  additional  legislation  is  required 
before  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  this  state  can  be  conside- 
red a  complete  and  perfect  system. 

As  there  is  no  positive  enactment  of  the  legislature  of  this 
state  providing  in  distinct  terms,  that  the  common  law  shall  be 
deemed  and  considered  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  state  in  re- 
ference to  crimes  and  their  punishment,  it  has  become  a  matter 
of  doubt,  or  at  least  of  discussion,  with  some,  whether  any  of- 
fences can  be  punished  except  such  as  aro  particularly  defined 
and  designated,  and  for  which  the  penalities  are  prescribed  by 
the  revised  statutes. 

Difficulties  have  been  started  on  this  subject  by  members  of 
the  legal  profession,  which,  if  sustained  by  the  supreme  court, 
would  greatly  embarrass  the  prosecution  of  crime;  and  the  sub- 
ject having  been  particularly  referred  to  by  the  efficient  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  his  annual  report, 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  present  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

If  there  is  any  room  for  uncertainty  in  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, it  cannot  be  obviated  too  soon,  by  the  action  of  the  legis- 
lative authorities,  for  nothing  can  present  a  more  inconsistent 
and  incongruous  spectacle,  wan  that  of  a  oommunity  claiming 
to  be  free  and  enlightened,  and  professing  to  be  governed  by 
law,  where  there  is  room  left  for  any  citizen  to  remain  in  doubt 
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as  to  what  the  law  is  which  designates  the  offences,  and  regu-* 
lates  the  proceedings,  in  regard  to  crime. 

Should  this  uncertainty  be  permitted  to  continye,  the  extent 
of  the  difiiculties  to  which  it  will  inevitably  lead,  cannot  well 
be  forseen;  the  delay  of  justice  and  the  escape  of  the  guilty, 
are  among  the  least  of  the  evils  which  it  will  be  likely  to  bring 
in  its  train — worse  than  these,  and  more  pernicious  to  the  best 
interest  of  society,  it  will  contribute  more  than  any  thing  else 
to  poison  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  beget  suspicion  as  to  the  disinterestedness,  purity 
and  firmness  of  those  who  minister  at  its  altars. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  an  enlightened  jurist  and  criminal 
lawyer,  that  whenever  the  law  is  so  ambiguous  or  its  defi- 
nitions so  loobc  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  one  act  or 
another  comes  within  its  intent,  the  chances  of  a  decision  in  ac- 
cordance with,  or  contrary  to,  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
legislature,  are  about  equal,  and  it  becomes  of  course,  as  proba- 
ble that  the  penalty  may  fall  on  the  head  of  the  innocent  as  of 
the  guilty,  and  thus  the  innocent  are  made  guilty,  and  the  guilty 
Tjecome  more  depraved.  EIFects  of  this  description,  when. pro- 
duced by  ambiguity  in  the  law,  or  any  other  case,  may  well 
excite  suspicion  as  to  the  integrity  and  uprightness  of  those 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  justice;  and  when  such  sus- 
picion becomes  general,  when  the  public  mind  becomes  impres- 
sed with  the  belief  that  the  scales  of  justice  are  not  held  with 
an  exact  and  even  hand,  the  purity  of  the  public  morals,  the 
harmony  and  happiness  of  social  intercourse,  and  the  sanctity  of 
individual  rights  and  privileges,  are  all  in  most  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  imperiously  call  upon  an  enlightened  legislature  to  ar- 
rest, and  if  possible,  remove  the  evil. 

Whether  it  were  best  and  preferable,  all  things  considered, 
for  the  legislature  to  adopt  a  code  of  written  law  in  which  eve- 
ry offence  should  be  clearly  and  fully  defined,  and  the  forms 
and  mode  of  prosecution  exhibited  as  in  a  mirror,  to  the  vision 
and  comprehension  of  every  citizen,  so  that  all  should  feel  the 
force  and  admit  the  propriety  of  the  maxim,  that  *4gnorance 
of  the  law  excuseth  no  one;"  whether  the  adoption  of  that 
great  body  of  unwritten  or  common  law,  pronounced  by  Chan- 
cellor Kent  to  be  a  code  of  matured  ethics  and  enlarged  wia- 
dom  admirably  adapted  to  promote  and  secure  the  freedom  and 
happiness  of  social  life,  would  most  conduce  to  the  interest  of 
the  commonwealth,  is  a  subject  much  too  extended  for  present 
discussion.  But  surely  if  there  is  any  room  for  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  common  law  is  the  law  of  this  state  in  regard  to 
all  criminal  offences  not  expressly  defined  and  provided  for2in 
the  revised  statutes,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  this  un- 
certainty should  be  effectually  remedied,  either  by  a  declaratory 
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enactment  establishing  the  common  law  as  the  standard  in  all 
cases  vrhere  the  olSeoces  are  not  specially  regulated  by  statute, 
and  prescribise  the  different  ^ades  of  punishment,  or  that  such 
additions  should  be  made  to  the  criminal  code  of  the  state,  as 
would  make  it  a  com{^ete  and  harmonious  system  in  itself, 
without  leaving  any  thing  to  be  decided  by  the  principles  o/ 
the  comoion  law. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  learned  reviser  who  prepared  our 
ptresent  criminal  code,  desired  in  the  least  to  do  away  entirely 
with  the  common  law  as  applicable  to  crimes  and  their  punish- 
ment; on  the  contrary,  that  its  salutary  regulations  and  re- 
straints were  clearly  intended  to  be  continued  of  force  as  a 
point  of  our  criminal  system,  is  fully  evident  from  the  fact,  that 
panishments  arc  prescribed  in  several  instances  Tor  offences  not 
contained  in  the  revision,  and  which  are  referred  to  as  exist- 
ing at  common  law,  in  contradistinction  to  those  offences  pro- 
vided for  by  statute;  and  this  is  also  still  further  corroborated 
by  the  fact  that  the  portion  of  the  revised  statutes  relating  to 
criminal  offences  is  manifestly  incomplete,  as  a  whole  code,  as 
it  contains  no  provision  whatever  in  regard  to  a  larse  number 
of  the  most  ordinary  and  common  offences.  Assault  and  bat- 
tery, barratry  and  conspii-acy  are  instances  of  this  kind,  there 
being  no  statutory  provision  making  them  criminal,  and  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a  code  could  be  esteemed  complete  and 
perfect,  without  embracing  and  providing  for  offences  so  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  and  peace  of  society,  and  of  such  fre* 
qaent  occurrence. 

Prom  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  may  perhaps,  be  thought  and 
said  by  some,  that  there  is  no  room  for  doubt;  that  the  fre- 
quent and  distinct  recognitions  of  the  common  law  in  the  re- 
vised statutes,  afford  such  clear  and  conclusive  indications  of 
what  were  intended  by  the  legislature,  that  thero  is  no  ground 
whatever  on  which  to  found  an  argument  going  to  sustain  or 
establish  the  position  that  the  common  law  is  not  now  of  full  force 
and  effect,  as  the  criminal  law  of  this  state  in  all  cases  not  espe- 
cially provided  for  by  statute.  But  even  admitting  that  such 
is  the  better  opinion,  I  would  still  urge  that  it  does  not  silence 
discussion;  it  does  not  prevent  the  question  from  being  raised, 
to  defeat  if  possible,  the  conviction  of  a  criminal,  nor  avoid 
the  consequent  delay;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  sound  principle, 
that  a  matter  so  vitally  important  to  the  dearest  interests  of 
society  should  not  be  left  solely  to  the  construction  of  courts; 
but  should  be  so  regulated  and  established  by  statute,  in  such 
flain  and  intelligible  language^  that  the  most  ignorant  could 
not  be  left  in  doubt  as  to  what  constituted  a  criminal  offence. 

Another  subject  to  which  I  would  respectfully  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislature,  is  materially  connected  with  the 
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**  proper  and  economical  admnistration  of  the  criminal  law  of 
the  state,  is  the  passage  of  a  law  enabling  the  prosecuting  at- 
tornies  of  each  county  to  issue  subpoenas  and  enforce  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses  upon  a  criminal  prosecution,  from  any 
part  of  the  state,  and  giving  the  circuit  courts  of  each  county 
the  necessary  additional  jurisdiction  for  that  purpose.    A  stri- 
king illustration  of  the  ditficulties  attending  the  prosecution  of 
criminals,  may  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  while  the  constitution 
of  the  state  provides  that  every  criminal  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege "to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him,  and  of 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  the  witnesses  in  his  favor," 
yet  by  our  statutes,  neither  the  prosecution  nor  the  criminal 
are  provided  with  any  means  ot  enforcing  the  atteridance  of 
witnesses  who  happen  to  be  out  of  the  county  where  the  trial 
is  to  take  place;  for  the  jurisdiction  of  each  circuit  court  is 
confined  to  its  proper  county;  and  even  if  a  subpoena  could  be 
served  out  of  the  limits  of  a  county,  still,  if  the  witness  refu- 
ses to  come,  the  court  have  no  power  to  compel  his  attendance, 
as  an  attachment  or  warrant  for  the  contempt  could  only  be 
served  within  the  county  where  the  court  had  jurisdiction. 

As  a  consequence  of  this,  it  follows,  that  if  a  murder  should 
be  committed  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  and  there  was  a  living 
witness  of  the  fact  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  his  testimony 
could  not  be  procured  on  the  trial,  unless  the  witness  volunta- 
rily attended  on  bein;:  served  with  a  subpoena;  thus  a  murderer 
might  escape,  and  justice  be  defrauded  of  its  dues,  as  the  law 
now  stands,  although  positive  evidence  of  guilt  might  under 
other  circumstances  be  obtained  from  an  adjoining  county.  It 
will  not  need  any  argument,  I  apprehend,  to  show  the  neces- 
sity or  propriety  of  the  provision  which  has  been  suggested; 
as  it  must  oe  apparent  to  every  one,  that  justice  in  regard  to 
criminals  can  hardly  be  executed,  whilst  the  public  prosecu- 
tion is  compelled  to  rely  for  testimony  upon  the  voluntary  at- 
tendance of  witnesses,  without  compensation,  or  confine  him- 
self to  such  as  may  faie  compelled  to  attend  from  within  the 
county. 

The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  issuing  of  process 
for  the  arrest  of  a  criminal  after  an  indictment  has  been  found 
by  a  ^rand  jury.  There  is  no  specific  provision  of  law  au- 
thorizmg  the  circuit  court  of  any  county  to  issue  a  bench  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  an  offender  who  has  been  indicted,  which 
shall  continue  its  force  and  warrant  an  arrest  beyond  the  boun- 
daries of  the  county;  and  if  there  is  any  such  power,  it  cer- 
tainly must  be  derived  **  ex  necessitate  reif  but  it  would  surelv 
teem  that  the  necessity  for  enforcing  the  jurisdiction  of  sucn 
a  coart  must  cease  entirely  when  you  passed  the  statutory 
limits  which  confined  its  jurisdiction.    If  this  is  correct,  the 
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only  basis  upon  which  this  most  necessary  prooeeding  rests, 
is  at  once  destroyed;  and  the  only  means  left  to  the  prosecu- 
ting officer  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  criminal  law  against 
persons  indicted  before  arrest,  is  to  cause  them  to  be  arres- 
ted, if  they  are  kind  enough  to  remain  within  the  county,  or 
come  there,  and  thus  afford  an  opportunity  for  their  being 
taken. 

The  evils  which  may  result  from  these  sources  are  not  as 
yet  merely  in  imagination;  on  ihe  contrary,  they  have  al- 
ready assumed  a  practical  character,  and  have  been  both  seen 
and  felt  by  those  concerned  in  the  execution  of  the  criminal 
law,  sufficiently  to  be  appreciated;  and  it  need  hardly  be  urged 
that  powers,  so  vitally  essential  to  the  proper  and  energetic 
enforc(;ment  of  the  penalties  against  crime,  should  never  be 
left  open  for  doubt  and  dispute,  or  be  made  to  depend  entirely 
upon  construction. 

Another  difficulty  attending  the  execution  of  the  criminal 
law  of  this  state,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  no  mode  is 
pointed  out  in  the  revised  statutes  for  a  public  prosecutor  by 
excepting  to  a  decision,  at  circuit,  deemed  to  be  erroneous,  to 
obtain  a  review  or  rehearing  in  the  supreme  court. 

The  hasty  decisions  necessarily  made  in  the  progress  of  a 
trial  at  circuit,  renders  it  quite  probable  that  the  most  profound 
and  enlightened  judges  may  err  in  their  opinions,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  sufficient  reason  can  be  given  why  such  erro- 
neous decisions  are  not  as  likely  to  be  made  against  the  prose- 
cution in  a  criminal  trial  as  in  its  favor.  If  such  is  the  fact* 
and  decisions  are  sometimes  made  which  have  the  effect  to  save 
a  criminal  from  merited  punishment  when  justice  would  de- 
mand his  conviction,  surely  there  should  be  some  mode  in  which 
the  error  could  M  corrected,  and  it  would  appear  reasonable 
and  proper,  that  this  mode  should  be  as  simple  as  possible, 
and  be  fully  regulated  by  statute,  so  that  whilst  it  secured  to 
the  public  prosecutor  an  opportunity  for  obtaining  preview  of 
a  dcKUsion  deemed  erroneous,  it  should  not  compromit  or  mi- 
tiate  against  the  just  rights  of  the  individual  charged  with  a 
criminal  offence. 

By  the  present  law,  the  defendant  in  any  criminal  procee- 
ding who  considers  himself  injured  by  any  decision  of  the 
court  during  his  trial,  may  obtain  a  rehearing  upon  the  point, 
either  by  motion  for  new  trial,  bill  of  exceptions,  case  reserved 
or  writ  of  error;  and  it  is  contended,  that  by  confining  this 
right  solely  to  the  defendant,  the  revised  statutes  necessarily 
preclude  t^e  exercise  of  a  similar  right  by  the  public  prosecu- 
tor; a  simple  provision  therefore,  giving  the  prosecuting  attor- 
ney, under  proper  limitations,  simHar  rights  to  those  which  are 
^tended  to  the  convicted  defendant,  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
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In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  have  deemed  it 
Doy  duty  to  accompany  the  abstracts  of  the  annual  reports  of 
the  several  prosecuting  attornies  with  the  precediuj^  statements 
and  observations,  and  they  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
legislature  for  such  action  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  deem 
advisable  and  proper. 

PETER  MOREY, 
•Attorney  General 

Schedule  Ji, 

Statement  of  the  official  business  commenced  and  transacted 
at  the  office  of  the  attornev  general,  for  the  year  1839,  in- 
cluding the  proceedings  at  law  and  in  chancery,  and  also  an 
abstract  showing  as  far  as  practicable,  the  present  sftuation 
of  the  banks  under  injunction,  with  the  names  and  residence 
of  the  several  receivers. 


Law  Cases. —  Wayne  Circuit. 

Henry  Howard^  TreasureVy  8^., 

vs- 
Joshua  Hovyard* 

Action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  due  on  a  promissory 
note,  assigned  to  the  treasurer  as  collateral  to  the  payment  of 
a  draft  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  canal  bank  of  Albany, 
being  the  draft  taken  of  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti,  as  stated  in  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  last  year.  ^ 

Washtenaw  Circuit. 

Peter  Desnoyers,  Treasurer,  ^c, 

vs. 
Mark  J^m^ris. 

Action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  due  on  a  promissory 
note,  assigned  to  the  treasurer  as  collateral  to  the  payment  of  a 
draft  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  canal  bank  of  Albanv,  be- 
ing  the  draft  taken  of  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti,  as  stated  in  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  last  year. 

Washtenaw  Circuit. 

Peter  Desnoyers^  Treasurerj  ^., 

vs. 
Jbial  Hawkins. 

Action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  due  on  a  promissory 
note,  assigned  to  the  treasurer  as  collateral  to  the  payment  of 
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a  draft  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  canal  bank  of  ABmny, 
being  the  draft  taken  of  the  bank  of  YpsUanti^  as  stated  in  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  last  year. 

Washtenaw  Ciradt 

Peter  Desnoyer^y  Trtasvrer^  SjfC,^ 

vs. 
James  JM.  Edmonds  and  Henry  Compion. 

Action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  due  on  a  f)romissory 
note,  assigned  to  the  treasurer  as  collateral  to  the  payment  of 
a  draft  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  canal  bank  of  Albany, 
being  the  draft  taken  of  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti,  as  stated  in  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  last  year. 

Washtenaw  Circuit. 

Peter  Desnat/ers,  Treasurer^  ^c, 

vs, 
Daniel  Latimer,  and  others* 

Action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  due  on  a  promissory 
note,  assigned  to  the  treasurer  as  collateral  to  the  payment  of 
a  draft  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  canal  bank  of  Albany, 
being  the  draft  taken  of  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti,  as  stated  in  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  last  year. 

The  People, 

vs. 

The  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company. 

This  is  an  action  brought  to  recover  the  sum  due  the  state 
for  a  quantity  of  railroad  iron  sold  to  the  company,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  some  time  since. 

Stevens  71  Mason,  Governor,  8fc,, 

vs. 
William  Ford  ^  Jerry  Ford. 

In  this  case  the  action  has  been  instituted  to  recover  the  ba- 
lance due  the  slate,  upon  the  bonds  issued  to  the  defendants, 
for  the  amount  of  the  state  prison  loan,  authorized  by  the  last 
legislature. 

7%e  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvement, 

ads. 
William    Warner. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  appraise  the  damages  upon  the  public  works. 
The  commissioners  had  allowed  the  sum  of  tour  hundred 
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dollars  to  the  appellant  for  his  damages;  this  sum,  upon  the  ap« 
peal,  was  more  than  doubled  by  the  jury* 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  here  the  propriety  of  a  mature 
examination  and  revision  of  the  law  regulating  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  of  mternal  improvement;  as  it  now  stands, 
a  cursory  examination,  will,  I  am  confident,  satisfy  every  one, 
that  the  interests  of  the  state  are  not  sufficiently  guarded  and 
protected. 

The  Commissioners  of  Iniemal  Improvement^ 

vs. 
John  Geddes  ^  Robert  Geddes. 

This  was  an  action  of  replevin,  brought  to  recover  some 
timber  belonging  to  the  central  railroad,  which  the  defendants 
had  got  into  their  possesion  and  refused  to  deliver  up. 


Cases  in  Chancery.-^In  Chancery^  2nd  Circuit, 

The  Bank  Commissioners^ 
vs. 
The  President,  Directors  ^   Cbm- 
pany  of  the  bank  of  Washtenaw. 

A  bill  was  filed  in  this  case  charging  numerous  violations  of 
law,  and  praying  for  an  injunction,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver. 

The  injunction  was  obtained  and  served.  The  defendants 
filed  an  answer,  denying  most  of  the  allegations  in  the  bill,  and 
for  a  long  time  opposed  the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  Re- 
cently, however,  a  receiver  has  been  appointed. 

In  Chancery^  \st  Circuit. 

The  Bank  Commissioners^ 

vs. 

The  Detroit  City  Bank 

Bill  of  Complaint  filed  for  violations  pf  law,  and  praying  for 
injunction  and  appointment  of  receiver. 
Injunction  granted  and  served,  and  receivers  appointed. 

In  Chancery f  1st  Circuit. 

The  Bank  Commissioners^ 

vs. 

7%e  Huron  River  Bank. 

Bill  of  complaint  filed  for  violations  of  law,  and  praying  for 
injunction  and  appointment  of  receiver. 
Injunction  granted  and  served,  and  receiver  appointed. 


4 
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In  Chancery^  \st  Circuit* 

The  Bank  Commissioners^ 
vs. 
Ttke  Merchants^  andMechame$^  Bank  ofMcnroe. 

Bill  of  complaint  filed  for  violations  of  law,  and  praying  for 
injunction  and  appointment  of  receiver. 

Injunction  granted  and  served,  and  receiver  appointed. 

In  Chancery j  1st  Circuit, 

The  Bank  Commissioners^ 

vs. 

The  President  Director's  and  Company 

of  the  Bank  of  River  Raisin, 

Bill  filed  and  injunction  obtained.  Upon  a  representation  of 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  that  the  bank  was  able  and  willing  to 
redeem  all  its  liabilities,  and  under  the  belief  that  the  interest 
of  its  creditors  would  be  promoted  by  leaving  the  bank  at  li- 
berty to  transact  such  business  as  would  be  necessary  in  clo- 
sing up  its  affairs,  the  injunction  has  hitherto  been  withheld. 
Weekly  returns  are  however  received  from  the  cashier.  The 
bank  has  largely  diminished  its  liabilities  since  the  bill  was  filed, 
and  is  continuing  so  to  do. 

The  Attorney  General, 
vs. 
The  President  Directors  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  Michigan  State  Bank. 

After  the  failure  of  the  commissioners  appointcdi  by  the  last 
legislature  to  settle  with  this  bank,  had  been  reported  to  the 
governor,  a  bill  was  filed  and  a  preliminary  injunction  obtained 
and  served  upon  the  bank.  The  Kll  of  complaint  contained 
charges  of  insolvency,  and  various  specific  violations  of  its 
charter. 

The  defendants  answered  in  part,  and  filed  a  demurrer  to 
the  remainder  or  nearly  so,  of  the  bill;  exceptions  were  taken 
to  the  suflSciency  of  the  answers,  and  upon  reference  to  a  mas- 
ter a  majority  of  them  were  sustained.  To  the  report  of  the 
master,  exceptions  were  also  taken,  which  are  still  pending' 
and  undetermined,  as  is  also  the  demurrer. 

A  motion  has  also  been  made  by  the  defendants  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  injunction,  which  was  overruled  by  the  chan* 
cellon 
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TAe  Aiiome\f  General^ 

vs. 
The  Bank  of  Singapore. 

Bill  filed,  an  injunction  allowed  and  served^  and  receiver  ap^SK 
pointed.  I 


Tke  •Attorney  General^ 

vs.  >  OODl 

The  Farmers'  Bank  of  Homer.  )  *^  "^ 

Bill  filed,  an  injunction  allowed  and  served,  and  receiver  ap* 
pointed. 

The  Attorney  General^ 
vs, 
Thomas    W.    Langleyy   Adams 
Wakeman^  arid  others. 

The  bill  in  this  case  was  filed  under  a  law  of  the  last  legish 
lature  against  the  defendants,  to  enforce  the  redemption  of  th^ 
notes  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St.  Josepli,  at 
Centerville,  (so  called.)  The  defendants  were  elected  direc- 
tors, and  certified  that  the  bank  had  been  organized,  and  had 
complied  with  the  law.  An  injunction  has  been  obtained  ana 
served  and  an  order  entered  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver, 
and  a  reference  to  a  master  to  report  a  proper  person  for  the 
ofl[ice. 

N.  B.  There  are  several  cases,  both  at  law  and  in  chancery, 
which  were  pending  at  the  date  of  my  last  annual  repprt,  but 
as  their  nature  was  then  particularly  explained,  they  are  not 
enumerated  here. 
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Oakland  County  Bank  statement 
Liabilities. 

#20,000  00 


Capital  stocky 
Due  depositors, 
Discounts  received, 
Circulation, 

Assets. 
Bills  discounted, 
Specie  checks  and  notes  of  other 


1,616  38 
1,074  26 
4,681  00 


•27,371  64 


6,682  13 


banks 
Over  drafts, 

In  hands  of  J.  A.  Cowing, 
Furniture, 
Profit  and  loss, 
Am't  due  from  other  banks, 
do  do 


#1,554  79 
571  75 


2,126  54 

1,810  00 

16  00 

745  95 

1,991  02 

14,000  00 

15,991  02 


Trial  balance. 
#9,870  79     Stock, 
4,000  00 
661  19 
46  75 
6,682  13 


Cash, 

Bank  of  Pontiac, 

Expense  account, 

H.  L.  Whipple, 

Bills  discounted, 

Mechanics'  b'k,Burrt'n,  10,000  00 

S.  G.  Langdon,  275  00 

E.  Hewitt, 

Farmers'  bank  of  Troy, 

Exchange, 

Wm.  H.  Griswold, 

J.  A.  Cowing, 

Furniture, 

Phoenix  bank,  N.  Y., 


27,871  64 

20,000  00 
Discounts,  1,074  26 

Lewis  Godard,  1,051  78 
Bills  emitted,  12,997  00 
Certificate  ac't,      564  60 


132  25 

535  91 

84  76 

117  75 

1,810  00 

16  00 

1,455  11 


#35,687  64 


#35,687  64 

State  of  Michigan^  Wayne  county,  ss, 

William  H.  Griswold,  cashier  of  the  Oakland  county  bank, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  above  statement 
exhibits  lully  and  truly,  the  situation  of  the  Oakland  county 
bank  at  this  date. 

WM.  H.  GRISWOLD. 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  third  day  of  December,  1839, 
before  me. 

E.  TAYLOR,  JV.  P.,  Wayne  co.,  Mck. 
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Bank  of  Clinton. 

Receiver's  Office,        ) 
Tecumseh,  ISth  Bee,  1829.  ) 

Peter  Morby,  Esq.^  Attorney  General  of  Michigan: 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  circular  of  the  24th  ult.,  I  beg  leave 
to  stc^te, 

1st.  That  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  account  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  Clinton  obtained  from  the  engraver,  or 
who  ordered  them,  but  circumstances  lead  me  to  suppose,  that 
of  one's  two's  three's  and  five's,  there  were  received  10,000 
sheets,  amounting  to  8110,000 

And  of  lO's,  20's  and  50^s,  2,000  sheets  amounting  to     180,000 

In  all  9290,000 

I  found  in  the  office,  1 ,900  sheets  of  the  latter,  (never 
put  in  circulation,)  amounting  to  8171,000 

And  1,400  sheets  of  the  former,  in  the 
same  state,  amounting  to  15,400 

186,400 


Leaving,  '  8103,600 

which  have  been  circulated  from  time  to  time. 

2d.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  much  of  the 
above  was  actually  put  in  circulation  at  any  one  time,  nor  can 
I  ascertain  how  much  of  it  (if  any)  was  ever  out  on  exchange 
or  loaned  on  discounted  paper. 

3d.  The  outstanding  liabilities  consist  of  notes  in  circulation, 
amount  as  per  No.  1,  8103,600  Oa 

Deduct  notes  withdrawn  from  circulation^  which 

I  found  in  the  bank  and  burned,  53,191  00 

Leaving 
Drafts  on  bank  st^te  of  New  York, 

do  on  Fulton  bank  of      do, 
Certificates,  of  deposite 
Due  to  banks. 
And  due  to  depositors,. 

Total,  (as  near  as  I  can  learn,) 
Qf^  the  notea  there  have  been  deposited, 
And  of  the  drafts  in  bank  state  of  New  York,. 

In  aH  81,222  20 

4th.  The  assets  belmigiDg  to  the  baidc,  sanount  to  aboxil 
8113,000,  but  all  or  almost  all  of  so  very  doubtful  a  characteib 
that  1  cannot  yet  underUke  to  classify  tlievu 


850,409  00 

3,906  52 

6,639  12 

1,366  52 

477  04 

2,584  49 

865,382  69 

782  00 

440  20 
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5th.  The  first  payment  of  capital  stock  is  entered  as  $20y^ 
000,  but  I  cannot  learn  of  what  it  consisted,  though  as  there  is 
at  the  same  time,  a  charge  of  910,000  made  against  the  Farm- 
ers' 4ind  Mechanics'  bank  of  Detroit,  I  make  no  doubt  that  that 
amount  of  stock  paid  in,  was  either  deposited  with  that  bank 
or  obtained  through  its  means.  On  the  10th  of  July,  1837, 
the  capital  stock  was  increased  $10,000,  but  it  does  not  appear 
in  what  way.  On  the  9th  of  August,  1837,  there  is  entered  a 
further  increase  of  910,000,  and  at  the  same  time  a  charge  of 
♦7,750  is  made  against  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  who,  according 
to  the  books  of  the  bank,  are  still  indebted  to  the  bank  in  that 
sum.  The  last  increase  to  the  stock  is  910,000  on  the  25th 
July,  1838,  when  there  was  one  charge  made  to  the  **  bank 
state  of  New  York,  given  on  Howland,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  §5,000," 
and  another  to  the  "  Fulton  bank,  N.  Y.,  given  on  Kingman 
&  Co.,  95,000,"  which  were  probably  received  in  payment  of 
this  increase.  It  would  appear  that  these  drafts  were  not  paid, 
though  they  are  not  found  among  the  assets  of  the  bank. 

6th.  None  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  yet  in  judgment* 
I  remain,  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

EB.  ANDERSON, 
Receiver  of  the  Bank  of  Clinton^ 


BanJc  of  Manchester, 
Receiver's  Office^  23d  December,  18395, 
7b  P*  MoREY,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  Michigan: 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  1st  interrogator}',  I  will  state  that 
the  full  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver,  was  9180,- 
000;  9120,000  was  ordered  by  Charles  H.  McClure,  960,000 
by  Geo,  Howe. 

2d.  The  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  one  lime,  was 
9118,000;  934,000  was  loaned  on  discounted  paper  and  re- 
ceipts fcrr  exchange.  I  am  unable  to  state  on  what  c6nditiond 
the  balance  was  out,  as  no  papers  were  shown  for  the  amount 
when  the  possession  of  the  bank  came  into  my  hands.  I  can 
only  say  that  securities  were  obtained  for  the  balance  of  the 
circulation. 

3d.  The  whole  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities  are  927,- 
971  61;  9893  OOof  the  amount  has  been  deposited  in  my  hands 
as  receiver. 

4tb.  The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank,  are 
957,767  71;  919,636,  00  I  consider  doubtful,  and  bad  938,- 
141  71. 

5th.  There  was  paid  in,  in  specie,  as  required  by  law,  930,- 
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000.    I  have  no  knowledse  of  any  specie  bei^g  borrowed,  aixl 
do  not  know  but  the  whole  of  it  was  borrowed. 

6th.  The  amount  under  prosecution  is  something  over  IM,000^ 
We  haVe  omitted  to  prosecute  our  demands  in  a  measure,  for 
the  reasons  that  the  state  of  the  times  and  the  nature  of  the 
demands  have  better  served  the  interest  of  the  creditors  of  the 
bank  by  negotiation  of  payment,  than  could  be  done  by  force 
collection;  as  the  state  of  the  times  has  driven  nearly  all  debt- 
ors, in  case  of  force  collection,  to  some  courscof  evasion  and 
delay,  we  think  the  resuh  will  be  far  preferable  to  a  prompt 
and  immediate  prosecution. 

N^ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  FAUGO,  Receiver. 

P,  S,  To  the  5th  interrogatory,  I  can  only  say  that  there 
was  in  bank  $4,278  57  in  specie,  83,000  in  state  stock,  and 
draft  on  the^canal  bank  of  Allmny,  of  (8.000,  making  in  all  (.14,- 
278  57,  which  is  the  full  sum  remaining  when  I  took  possession 
of  the  bank  of  the  specie  first  paid  in.  For  the  state  stock 
and  draft,  910,000  in  specie  was  sold  S.  B.  Knapp  by  A.  G. 
Irwin  then  cashier  of  the  bank.  The  balance  of  the  $30,000' 
first  paid  in,  I  have  never  had  any  knowledge  of  or  explana- 
tion  about  it. 

J.  H.  FARGO,  Rzcdver. 


•    Statemeni  of  the  off  cars  of  the  Bank  of  Gibraltar. 

Decembej*  19,  1839. 
Resources.  Liabilities, 

DiseouDted  bills,    $51,043  49    Capital  stock,        $100,000  00 


«t_rt 


Am't  capital  stock  paid  in, 

$30,000  00 
Duo  board  int.  imp.  20,000  00 
Personal  property,  585  40 
Circulation,  458  00 


ttimm^mmmmm^ 


$51,043  49  $51,043  49 

JOSHUA  HOWARD,  President. 
Dearbornville,  Dec.  20,  1839. 

P.  MoRBY,.  Esq.,  Attorney  Gejieraly,  Michigan: 

Sir— Above  you  have  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
of  Gibraltar  up  to  this  date. 

With  great  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  HOWARD,  President. 
[H,  R.  Doc.]  20 
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Exchange  Bank  at  Shiawassee. 
To  P.  MoREY,  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Michiganr 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request  of  date  Nov,  27,  1839, 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  such  information  as  I  am  able  to  give 
upon  the  points  named  in  said  request. 

1st  "The  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver  and 
by  whom  ordered."  ,  Amount  of  notes  engraved  not  known, 
but  ordered  by  G.  W.  Clark,  the  cashier. 

2d.  /*The  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation,"  &c.  As  no 
books  of  the  bank  have  ever  been  kept,  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  the  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  any  one  time^ 
only  by  a  statement  drawn  up  by  the  president  and  cashier, 
which  is  now  in  the  bank,  and  it  is  even  impossible  by  that  to 
ascertain  the  amount  positively.  By  that  statement  the  whole 
amount  of  notes  ever  numbered  and  signed,  was  $34,320  00^ 
and  the  amount  then  in  bank  of  its  bills  914,174  00,  but  when 
I  took  possession  of  the  bank  there  was  but  (7,303  00  signed 
by  the  president  and  cashier  both,  and  $4,641  00,  signed 
by  the  president  only,  which  sum  I  suppose,  was  reckoned  ia 
said  statement,  making  in  all  $12,059  00,  which  falls  short  of 
the  amount  stated  in  said  statement  $2,115  00.  The  statement 
might  have  been  correct  at  the  time  it  was  made,  as  the  bank 
for  some  time  after  the  injunction  was  served  was  in  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  directors.  If  the  statement  be  correct  as  to  the 
amount  numbered  and  signed,  ^as  I  presume  it  is  nearly,)  whea 
I  took  possession  of  the  bank,  the  whole  amount  out  was  $22,- 
261  00,  which,  I  presume,  was  the  largest  amount  ever  out  at 
any  one  time,  most  of  which,  I  suppose,  was  out  on  exchange, 
but  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  part  of  it  was  out  on 
exchange  or  loaned  on  discounted  paper. 

3d.  "Slate  the  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities,"  &c.  By 
said  statement  mentioned  in  answer  to  the  above  request,  it 
appears  that  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  is  $22,261  00,  and  of 
this  amount  there  has  been  deposited  in  my  hands  as  receiver, 
(5,288  00. 

4th.  *'The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank," 
&c.  I  know  of  no  way  that  I  can  calculate  the  amount  of  as- 
sets belonging  to  the  bank,  only  to  give  such  information  as  I 
am  able  with  refference  to  that  of  which  the  assets  oonsitts. 
There  was  mortgaged  about  1,760  acres  of  land  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  the  bank,  the  title  to  about  1,500  of 
which  appears  now  to  be  good.  The  title  to  about  260  acres 
of  said  land  may  be  considered  very  doubtful.  There  are  notes 
and  receipts  in  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  about  $7,200  00,  $8» 
040  of  which  are  given  to  individuals  and  not  to  the  bank; 
some,  however,  of  said  receipts  do  not  even  run  to  any  one  or 
to  the  bank.     AH  the  business  of  the  bank  was  done  in  not  on- 
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ly  an  imperfect  but  a  rldiculoaa  manner.  In  examining  over 
all  the  notes  and  receipts,  I  do  not  see  but  one  note  (on  which 
is  due  (1,628  00)  that  is  given  to'thekank,  that  can  in  any 

Erobability  be  collected,  and  only  one  receipt  (on  which  is  due 
ut  f48  00)  that  can  be  collected.  I  therefore  think  that  about 
f  #1,676  00  of  the  notes  and  receipts  can  be  collected,  and  that 
the  remainder,  $5,540  00,  cannot  be  collected,  or  at  least  by 
me  as  receiver  of  the  bank.  There  is  an  iron  safe  belonging 
to  the  bank  worth  probably  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars.  I  have 
given  as  correct  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  assets  of  the 
bank  as  I  am  now  able  to  give. 

5th.  **  State  if  you  can,  what  amount  of  capital  stock  was 
paid  in,  '  bona  fide,' "  &c.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  any- 
thws  about  it. 

6tb,  "  Set  forth  what  amount  of  the  assets  have  been  pro- 
secuted,'* &c.  I  believe  that  there  is  in  prosecution  $1,628  00 
which  I  left  with  an  attorney  in  Detroit  for  collection,  but 
whether  judgment  has  been  obtained  for  the  amount  or  any  part 
of  it  I  have  not  learned.  No  other  judgments  have  been  ob- 
tained. I  have  collected  of  the  notes  and  receipts  which  were 
hi  the  bank,  93,273  00. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  there  are  not  many  more  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  that  will  ever  be  deposited  with  me  as  re- 
ceiver. I  have  been  informed  that  many  of  the  notes  have 
been  burned  or  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  their  being  consid- 
ered worth  nothing,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  fact.  There  were 
some  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  who  absconded  witli  seve- 
ral thousand  dollars,  in  bills  of  the  bank,  without  giving  their 
notes  or  receipts,  or  even  any  thing  else  to  the  bank  for  the 
amount. 

I  have  been  informed  that  an  order  was  made  by  the  court 
of  chancery,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  above  slated,  which 
I  communicated  to  said  court,  in  my  report  of  date  Dec.  28, 
1838,  that  no  more  of  the  bills  of  the  bank  should  be  received 
unless  upon  special  application  to  said  court  that  the  bills  are 
"  bona  fide." 

I  am  therefore  led  to  conclude,  that  there  is  but  a  very  small 
amount  out,  if  any  that  will  ever  be  presented  for  deposite. 

I  can  therefore,  myself,  see  no  necessity  of  prolonging  a 
ffreat  length  of  time,  the  closing  up  of  its  affairs  and  releasing 
tne  mortgages  executed  to  secure  the  payment  of  its  debts. 

It  is  of  much  importance  to  some  oi  our  farmers  here,  that 
the  mortgages  upon  their  lands  are  soon  released. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  PARSONS, 
Receiver  of  Exchange  Bank  at  Shiawassee. 

December  22,  1839. 
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Clinton  Canal  Bank. 

Pontiac^  Dec.  9,  1839. 

Peter  Morey,  Esq.^ 

Sir — ^In  answer  to  yours  of  the  27th  ult.,  requeating  a  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  bank  under  my  charge,  I  beg  leave  to 
state, 

1st  From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  tha 
amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engravers  were  9182,000. 

2d.  The  largest  amount  ever  put  in  circulation,  as  appears 
irom  the  books,  was  939,  175  00;  loaned  on  discounted  paper, 
$22,293  05;  no  exchange  account  kept. 

3d.  The  books  show  the  liabilities  of  the  bank  to  be  only 
•57,  711  30.     I  have  received  in  bills  and  drafts,  969,284  41. 

4th.  Tiie  whole  amount  of  assets  of  the  bank  are  940,917  28, 
and  I  think  there  is  not  91|000  of  the  above  assets  that  can  be 
considered  good  and  available. 

5th.  It  appears  from  the  books  that  there  was  95,000  in  spe- 
cie paid  in  on  subscribing  for  stock. 

6th.  There  has  been  prosecuted  of  the  assets  of  the  bank, 
932,869  27.  I  have  obtained  judgments  to  the  amount  of 
9131  20. 

Yours  respectfully, 

S.  BEACH, 
Receiver  Clinton  Canal  Bank* 


Farmers  Bank  of  Homer* 

Marshall,  Dec.  9,  1839. 
Peter  Morey,  Esq.,  ^ittomey  General: 

Sir — Your  circular  under  date  of  27th  inst,  requesting  a 
statement  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Homer,  upon  the  points 
therein  expressed,  was  this  day  received.  In  answer  I  have  to 
state. 

To  the  first  point:  Amount  of  notes  received  from  the  engra- 
vers, 9186,000  00 
Ordered  July  18,  1837,                     9102.000  00 
By  directors,  Aug.  23,  1837,                 84,000  00 
To  the  second  point:  I  am  unable  to  ascertain 
from  the  books  or  papers  in  my  possession. 
The  amount  of  bills  executed  as  per  emission 
register,  is  70,500  00 
The  amount  not  executed  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  engravers,  as  is  supposed,  I  did  not  find 
them  in  the  bank  and  find  no  memorandum  of 
them,  is,                                                                115,500  00 
To  the  third  point:  The  amount  of  outstanding 
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labilities,  as  per  book,  is  988,673  01 

Amount  now  deposited  in  my  hands,  4,154  25 

To  the  fourth  point:  The  assets  of  all   kinds,  as 

far  as  ascertained,  amount  to  24.903  05 

In  notes  and  accounts,  good,  5,73B  79 

do  do        doubtful,  9,838  17 

In  notes  payable  in  liabilities  ofbankofHomer,  good,  7,438  99 
do  do  do  do     bad,       455  10 

in  receivers'  receipts,  doubtful,  434  00 

In  banking  house  and  lot,  estimated  at  1,000  00 

To  the  filth  point:  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  from  the  books 
of  the  bank.  The  stock  paid  after  the  first  twenty  per  cent, 
required  by  statute,  was  done  cHiefly  by  checks  of  stockhold- 
ers, and  in  April  and  June  last,  transferred  by  the  then  stockhold- 
ers to  the  bank,  and  the  amount  paid  thereon  credited  to  each 
individual  on  the  books,  so  as  to  balance  accounts  as  far  as  it 
would  go. 

The  whole  number  of  shares  was  2,000. 
Amount  thus  transferred  to  the  bank,  $1,965  00 

Balance  held  by  individuals,  35  00 

To  the  sixth  point:  None  of  the  assets  have,  as  yet,  been 
prosecuted  by  me. 

With  much  respect, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  SANDFORD. 


Ann  Arbor,  Dec.  12,  1839.' 

Sir — ^Your  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting 
information  in  relation  to  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Sharon  aria 
the  bank  of  Saline,  I  have'  received,  and  reply  to  as  follows: 

Farmers^  Bank  of  Sharon. 

1.  The  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver  is  WO,- 
000,  and  were  ordered  by  Daniel  B.  Brown,  of  this  place. 

2.  The  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation,  was  about  924^^ 
000,  of  which  $.%000  were  out  for  exchange,  and  about  919,- 
000  on  discounted  paper. 

3.  The  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities  is  near  #19,000,  of 
which  about  910,000  have  been  deposited  in  my  hands  as  re-* 
ceiver.  • 

4.  The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank  is 
930,729  06,  of  which  about  98,000  are  deemed  availabl^-^ 
leaving  some  922,000  doubtful* 

5.  The  capital  paid  in,  915,000.  The  bank  was  not  started 
upon  a  basis  of  specie  certificate  in  whole  or  in  part 

0.  The  amount  of  assets  of  the  bank  on  which  I  have  ohr 
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tained  judgment,  amount  to  between  seventeen  and  eighteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Bank  of  Saline, 

1.  The  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver  is  8364,- 
000,  and  were  ordered  by  Lewis  Godard. 

2.  The  largest  amount  in  circulation,  excepting  the  issue  of 
ten's  and  twenty's  for  special  purpose,  and  not  designed,  as  I 
am  informed,  for  circulation,  is  about  870,000,  of  which  about 
830,000  are  out  for  exchannre  purposes. 

3.  Of  the  outstanding  liabilities  don't  know;  have  had  depo- 
sited in  ray  hands  as  receiver,  about  820,000. 

4.  The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank  is 
about  884,000,  of  which  amount  about  830,000  are  deemed 
available. 

5.  Don't  know. 

€.  The  principal  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  now  in 

suit. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  GUITTEAU, 

Receiver* 
To  P.  MoREV,  Attorney  General. 


Bank  of  Coldwater. 

Coldwater,  Dec.  20,  1839. 

Hon,  P.  MoREY,  Attorney  General  : 

Sir — The  undersigned,  receiver  of  the  bank  of  Coldwater, 
in  reply  to  your  communication  of  November  27,  would  re- 
spectfully state,  that,  according  to  his  best  information: 

1.  The  whole  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver 
for  said  bank,  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, ordered  by  Lewis  Godard. 

2.  The  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  one  time,  was 
about  ^ghty-five  thousand  dollars.  Ot  this  amount  about  for- 
ty-two thousand  dollars  were  out  for  exchange,  the  balance 
loaned  on  discounted  paper,  excepting  sums  necessary  or  used 
for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  bank. 

3.  The  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities,  is  near  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  amount  deposited  with  the  undersigned 
as  receiver,  some  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  not  including 
sums  received  in  payment  of  indebtedness  to  the  bank. 

4.  The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank  i^ 
eighty-four  thousand  dollars — ^the  balance  doubtful,  but  of  this 
it  is  supposed  a  considerable  portion  can  be  collected. 
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ft.  The  amount  of  specie  paid  in,  bona  fide,  is  believed  to  have 
been  neur  thirteen  thousand  doAar^.  There  weref  two  specie 
certificates  one  made  by  H.  H.  Brown,  for  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand dollat^^,  the  other  by  the  bank  of  Brest,  for  seven  or  eight 
thousand  dollars.  The  certificates  were  paid  into  the  banlc  by 
Lewis  Godard,  in  behalf  of  the  eastern  stockholders  generally, 
and  in  part  for  those  in  the  county  of  Branchy  In  addition  tc 
those  certificates,  L.  Godard  brought  on  six  thousand  dollars 
in  specie,  which  was  paid  in.  Thp  undersigned  is  informed, 
that  it  was  agreed  that  the  eastern  stockholders  should  furnish 
all  the  specie  for  the  first  six  months.  He  is  not  aware,  wheth- 
er all  that  was  paid  in  was  furnished  by  them. 

6.  The  assets  of  the  bank  have  been  prosecuted  generally, 
but  the  undersigned  is  not  informed  that  judgments  have  yet 
been  obtained  on  any.  They  came  into  bis  possession  near  the 
close  of  last  March. 

The  above  information  is  based  on  the  report  made  by  the 
undersigned  in  June  last,  and  facts  obtained  from  the  officers 
of  the  bank,  and  is  not  supposed  to  be  entirely  and  strictly  cor* 
rect 

The  undersigned  trusts  the  short  time  allowed  him,  will 
be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  want  of  minuteness  of  detail,  the 
letter  from  yourself  having  been  received  since  the  15th  of  this 
month. 

Very  respectfufly,  yours, 

E.  A.  WARNER, 


Berrien  County  Bank. 

J^iles,  December  9,  1839. 
Hon.  P.  MoREY,  Atlomey  General: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  printed  circular,  post 
marked  Detroit^  December  5,  and  hasten  to  give  it  the  earliest 
reply  in  my  power. 

1.  I  have  no  data  in  my  possession,  as  receiver  of  the  Ber- 
rien county  bank,  which  will  enable  me  to  inform  you  as  to  the 
amouut  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver  and  by  whom  pr- 
dered. 

2.  The  books  of  the  bank  afford  no  satisfactory  information 
as  to  the  largest  amount  of  notes  ever  in  circulation  at  one 
time.  So  far  as  I  can  learn  from  a  book  called  the  statement 
book,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  was,  on  the  first  of  March, 
1888,  «20,500;  and  on  the  first  of  May,  A.  D.  1838,  <14,568. 
There  are  no  other  statements  recorded  since  that  period.  The 
leger  of  the  bank  shows  in  the  account  with  office  notes  on  tho 
credit  side  of  that  account,  a  balance  on  the  18tb  of  May,  A* 
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D.  1666,  of  fOBfibO.  Whether  that  whole  amoiuit  was  m 
tual  circulatioD  at  that  period  I  caonot  positively  determine*' 
H.  Beach,  Esq.,  the  then  cashier  of  the  bank,  died  some  time 
before  I  was  appointed  receiver.  There  are  no  entries  in  that 
account  after  that  period.  May  1838.  Nothing  appears  of  a 
definite  nature  on  the  books  of  the  bank  in  regard  to  tne  aoiMHiiit 
of  its  circulation;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  fron^  what  I  have 
heard,  that  the  greatest  circulation  of  bills  may  have  been  at 
<^e  tinne  near  825,000. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  book,  that  there  was  out  on 
exchange,  March  Ist,  1838,  91,750;  on  the  first  day  of  May,^ 
A.  D.  1838,  81,685;  and  from  the  exchange  account  on  the 
leger  of  the  bank,  that  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1838,  at  the 
time  the  operations  of  the  bank  were  suspended  by  Hon.  TIkh 
mas  Fitzgerald,  bank  commissioner,  that  the  sum  of  #0,616' 
was  out  on  exchange. 

The  amount  of  bills  discounted,  appears  to  have  been  on  the 
first  day  of  March,  1838,  821,577  69;  on  the  first  day  of  May 
1838,  831,826  83;  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1838,  837,629  96; 
and  about  the  time  the  bank  was  closed  by  the  bank  commia* 
sioner,  as  before  stated,  838,534  38. 

3d.  The  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  have  been  so  imper*: 
fectly  kept  and  are  in  such  disorder,  owing  to  its  sudden  sus* 
pension,  the  death  of  its  cashier  and  other  causes  but  imperfect- 
ly known  to  me  at  present,  that  1  am  at  this  time  unable  tp 
state  accurately  the  whole  amount  of  its  outstanding  liabili* 
ties;  but  I  suppose  them  to  be  exclusive  of  what  it  owes  for 
its  capital  stock  stated  as  paid  in,  815,000,  somewhere  about 
829,000. 

There  have  been  deposited  in  my  hands,  as  receiver,  up  to 
this  date  claims  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  six  hun** 
dred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  with  the  in- 
terest thereon. 

4th.  The  nominal  assets  of  the  bank,  so  far  as  can  be  judged* 
from  the  imperfect  state  of  its  books  and  papers,  are  about 
835,000.  Of  these,  I  deem  that  not  above  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars can  be  considered  good  and  available  at  some  futnre  day. 
About  eight  thousand  dollars  are  considered  very  doubtful; 
The  rest  are  deemed  in  all  probability  bad,  although  I  cannot, 
owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the 
country,  positively  determine.  I  do  not  embrace  in  this  esti- 
mate the  real  estate  securities  of  the  bank,  whose  value  I  can* 
not  judge  of. 

6th.  1  hare  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank  was  paid  in  bona  fide  specie  a5  requi- 
red by  law.  I  am  not  informed  whether  the  bank  was  started 
upon  a  basis  of   specie  certificates  in  whole  or  in  part  or  not 
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Amoxig  the  papers  of  the  bank  I  find  the  certificate  of  Hon.  £, 
N.  Bridges,  bank  commissioner,  dated  Jan.  27th,  1838,  statinff 
**that  the  bank  had  exhibited  to  him,  as  the  property  of  such 
association,  the  amount  of  specie  required  by  law." 

Among  the  discounted  paper  of  the  bank,  I  find  notes  to  the 
amount  of  87,570  payable  on  demand,  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  are  what  are  commonly  termed  stock  notes. 

6th.  The  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  that  have  been 
prosecuted  are  about  $30,000,  of  which  nearly  six  thousand 
dollars  have  been  already  reduced  into  judgment. 

I  have  neither  been  able  to  collect  or  arrange  a  single  dollar 
as  yet;  but  have  in  every  instance  baen  compelled  to  put 
nearly  all  the  notes  and  demands  in  suit.  ^ 

I  regret  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  furnish  you  atpresent, 
with  precise  replies  to  your  queries;  but  I  find  it  a  slow,  diffi- 
cult and  laborious  work,  which  I  have  not  yet  accomplished,  to 
bring  the  accounts  of  the  bank  into  order,  and  to  extricate 
them  from  the  perplexed  and  somewhat  confused  state  in  which 
I  found  them,  when  I  assumed  the  receivership  in  May  last. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

VINCENT  L.  BRADFORD. 
Receiver  of  Berrien  County  Bank^ 


Bank  of  J{%les. 

Mles^  December  9,  1889. 
Peter  More  v.  Esq,: 

Sir — ^In  answer  to  yours  of  27th  Nov.,  in  regard  to  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank  of  Niles,  I  have  to  sa^,  that  so  short  a  time 
has  elapsed  since  my  appointment  as  receiver,  that  I  am  not 
able  to  make  full  answers  to  your  inquiries. 

I  herewith  send  you  my  answers  so  far  as  my  present  infor- 
mation will  permit.  ,  -. 

Answer  to  question  1st.  The  amount  of  bills  ordered. and 
received  was  1^,000.   Ordered,!  believe,  by  Wm.  H*  Adams. 

2d.  The  largest  circulation  the  bank  ever  had  was  (39,534. 

3d.  The  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities  is  about  927.000, 
and  assets  about  ^0^000.  Amount  already  deposited  ^Ith 
me,  is  about  $5,000. 

4tb.  Most  of  the  assets  are  considered  eventvtally  good,  but 
much  time  must  elapse  before  they  can  be  realized  in  money. 

5th.  The  capital  stock,  as  I  understand,  was  all  paid  in  spe* 
de,  no  specie  certificates  ever  having  been  used  or  counted  as 
specie. 

6th.    Amount  in  suit  and  in  judgment,  is  about  tl2,000. 

Not  expecting  to  make  my  report  until  February,  I  am  not 

[H.  R.  Docf  21 
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prepared  to'give  as  full  answers  as  to  amounts,  as  might  be  de- 
sirable. 

Yours,  respectfully. 

*^  C.  K.  GREEN, 

Receiver  of  Bank  of  JVlfes- 


Lenawee  Qmnty  Bank. 

Adrian,  December  IS,  1839. 

Dear  Sir — Your  circular  to  rae  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Lenawee  county  bank,  has  been  mislaid,  and  I  shall  conse- 
quently be  unable  to  answer  categorically  your  questions  cob- 
ceming  the  bank. 

The  books  of  the  bank  are  very  imperfect,  and  do  not  show 
how  many  bills  were  originally  ordered,  nor  how  much  specie 
was  paid  in  as  capital.  It  appears  from  the  books  that  there 
never  was  more  than  $198  in  specie  in  the  bank  after  it  com* 
menced  operations. 

The  books  show  a  circulation,  or  rather  the  issue  of  $22,734 
in  notes  during  the  time  the  bank  was  in  operation,  but  does 
not  show  how  much  was  issued  on  discounted  paper,  or  how 
much  for  exchange.  In  fact  there  has  been  a  much  larger 
amount  of  their  paper  in  circulation  than  the  books  show. 
I  have  received  in  oills  and  certificates  of  deposite  and  drafts, 

#23,868  00 
Of  the  above  I  have  endorsed  upon  discounted  pa- 
per, considered  not  good,  the  sum  of  10,076  00 

Leaving  still  on  hand  to  be  redeemed  bv  me  as  re- 
ceiver, the  sum  of  ^  #13,792  00 
The  discounted  paper  originally  coming  into  my 
hands,  together  with  the  receipts  for  money, 
amounted  to  83,700  00 
not  one  of  which  I  considered  good. 

As  above  stated,  I  have  endorsed  on  the  above,  10,076  00 

I  do  not  hope  to  collect  any  thing  on  the  paper  I  now  have, 
except  some  receipts  that  I  have  given  for  notes,  and  which 
thdy  are  attempting  to  buy  up.  I  know  that  this  is  not  a  very 
satisfactory  statement,  but  the  books  of  the  bank  are  so  very 
imperfect,  that  1  am  not  able  to  make  any  better  one. 
Yours,  truly, 

WM.  GREENLY, 
Receiver  of  Lenawee  County  Bank 
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Bank  of  Kensington, 

Sir — ^Your  drcular  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  just  come  to  hand^ 
mnd  I  herewith  subjoin  answers  to  your  several  interrogatories: 

Ist.  The  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  engraver  was  91 10^- 
MO,  and  they  were  supposed  to  have  been  ordered  by  Beck- 
ford  P.  Hutchinson,  one  of  the  directors. 

2d.  There  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  exactly  the  largest 
amount  in  circulation,  but  when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
receiver,  the  circulation  was  supposed  to  be  $55,725,  which 
was  the  difference  between  the  engraver's  IhII  and  the  amount 
on  hand;  this  circulation  was  all  out  for  '^exchange,"  except 
#3,212,  the  amount  due  on  discounted  paper. 

3d.  The  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities  was  supposed  to 
be  <^55,725,  of  which  f  17,331  has  been  deposited  in  my  hands 
as  receiver. 

4th.  The  whole  amount  of  assets  belonging  to  the  bank  was 
968,979  80,  but  little  more  than  the  discounted  paper  is  con- 
sidered good  and  available. 

5th.  rrobably  less  than  91,000  of  the  capital  stock  was  paid 
in,  "  bona  fide."  The  princq>al  basis  of  the  bank  was  **  specie 
checks  "  and  "  stock  notes  "  of  the  stockholders. 

.  6th.  About  921,150  of  the  assets  have  been  prosecnteA  and 
the  amount  in  judgment  is  about  $14,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

KINGSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
Receiver  of  the  Bank  of  Ktnsvngton, 


Farmers*  and  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Pontine, 

Pontiac^  December  16,  1839. 
P.  MoRKY,  Esq.f  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

Sir — Yours  of  27th  November,  was  duly  received,  and  in 
conformity  to  your  request  therein  contained,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit to  you  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac. 

1st,  The  bill  of  Rawdon,  Wright  &  Hatch,  engravers, 
shows  that  9224,500  were  ordered  by  G.  W.  Williams,  and 
the  following  is  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  said  engravers  as 
to  whom  the  impressions  were  delivered: 

1837,  Nov.  16,  To  J.  McReynolds,     2,000  imps-  5,  5,  5,  19 
**         "     22,     **  A.  Goodrich,         1,000      "  " 

«     Dec.  13,    "  C.  Hewitt,  1,000     " 

1838,  Mar.  13,     "  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,    4,000     **  *' 

«         *<      «      **  "  3,500  1,  1,  2,  S 
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4 
■ 

Of  the  above  the  officers  of  the  bank  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  only  <M9,925  00. 

2d.  It  is  Trnpossible  to  ascertain  from  the  books  and  records 
of  the  bank,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  largest  amount 
in  circulation  at  any  one  time.  When  the  books  were  deliver- 
ed to  me,  the  amount  in  circulation,  as  near  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained, was  $16,660  00.  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  of 
this  amount  was  out  for  exchange. 

3d.  The  outstanding  liabilities  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Notes  in  circulation,  as  above  stated,  (IBoddO  00 
Engravers'  bill,  i;236  75 

Balance  due  individuals,  as  per  books,     6,708  03 

#24,916  78 

Of  which  the  following  are  in  my  hands,  as  receiver: 
Notes  of  the  bank,  •8,435  00 

Engravers'  bills,  1,238  75 

99,673  75 

4th.  Assets — 

Balance  due  from  individuals  on  accounts,  as  appears  from  the 
books,  815,099  29 

Discounted  notes,  9,005  66 

Banking  house,  furniture,  &c.,  estima* 

ted  at  292  00 

Notes  of  broken  banks,  1,0€3  00 

825,459  95 

Three-fourths  of  the  above  amount  of  assets  are  at  present 

considered  doubtful. 

5th.  The  books  show  that  ten  per  cent  on  the  whole  stock 
was  paid  in  in  specie  at  the  organization  of  the  bank,  and  I  am 
informed,  (but  tne  books  show  nothing  of  the  kind)  that  John 
Norton,  jr.,  was  treasurer  of  the  bank,  and  that  he  gave  a  cer- 
tificate for  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  deposited  in  the 
State  bank  of  Michigan,  to  the  credit  of  said  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  bank,  but  whether  the  same  was  bona  fide  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  1  know  not. 

It  appears  by  the  directors'  book,  that  at  a  meeting  of  said 
directors,  held  at  the  banking  house  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1637,  a  resolution  was  passed  allowing  each  stockholder  to 
check  out  thirty  per  cent,  on  iiis  whole  amount  of  stock,  to  ex- 
change on  interest,  and  subject  to  the  call  of  the  bank,  (and 
each  stockholder  undoubtedly  availed  himself  of  the  privilege.) 

6th.  Nearly  all  the  notes  and  accounts  in  favor  of  the  bank 
have  been  prosecuted,  and  the  amount  in  judgment  is  82,613 
53. 

Many  embarrassing  circumstances  have  arisen  in  the  pro- 
gress of  collecting  the  demands  in  favor  of  the  bank,  and  some 
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time  yet  must  elapse  before  judgmei^ts  can  be  recovered  on  the 
^aits  now  pending. 

A  demand  for  ten  thousand  dollars  against  Stewart,  Sawyer 
&  Co.,  of  St.  Joseph,  makes  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the  bank, 
and  considering  the  demand  oi  little  value,  I  took  92,835  of 
the  bills  of  said  Fanners'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  and  endorsed 
the  same  on  the  security  against  them,  which  sum  is  embraced 
in,  and  makes  a  part,  of  the  foregoing  liabilities. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

WM.  DRAPER, 

Receiver  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Pontiac, 

N.  B.  There  are  other  claims  presented  against  the  bank  to 
a  large  amount,  and  some  of  them  filed  in  set  off  in  the  pend- 
ing actions.  I  find  also  an  errror  in  the  books  of  the  bank  in 
the  account  of  Dr.  WilliamSyOf  (2,000,  which  will  reduce  the 
assets  by  that  amount.  He  also  claims  $10,000  for  his  servi- 
ces as  cashier.  I  have  received  in  money  little,  if  any,  more 
than  to  meet  my  disbursements.  Almost  every  species  of  de- 
fence is  interposed  to  prevent  my  obtaining  judgment  in  the 
actions  commenced,  and  so  much  uncertainty  exists,  that  no 
very  satisfactory  information  can  be  now  given.  The  judg- 
ments were  of  the  present  term,  and  will  be  enforced  if  possi- 
ble. But  no  man  who  owes  a  debt  owns  any  property  in  Oak-- 
land. 


Bank  of  Brest 

P.  MoEEY,  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Brest,  as  appears  by 
the  books  of  same^  and  of  statements  made  by  bankj  of  JSLug.  2. 
1838. 

* 

Amount  of  bills  obtained  from  engravers  as  appears  in  state- 
ment made  by  bank,  dated  Aug.  2, 1838,  9246,000  00 

The  largest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  one 

time,  as  ajppcars  by  books  of  same,  94,600  00 

Amount  of  bills  out  for  exchange  purposes,  as 
appears  by  statement  of  bank,  of  Aug.  2, 
1838,  19,816  00 

Amount  loaned  on  discounted  paper,  as  ap- 
pears by  books  of  the  bank,  68,813  68 

Amount  of  outstanding  liabilities,  as  appears 
by  books  of  the  bank,  and  including  950,000  - 

bank  stock,  168,911  50 

Amount  deposited  in  hands  of  receiver, '  85,543  00 

Amount  of  assets  belongiDg  to  bank,  as  appears 

by  books  of  same,  140,637  86 
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Capital  stock  paid  in,  a3  appears  by  books  of 

bank,  (50,000  00 

Amount  of  assets  prosecuted,  117,248  51 

Amount  of  assets  in  judgments, 
Drafts  prosecuted,  accepted  by  L.  A.  Spald- 
ing, for  3,000  00 
The  receiver  cannot  give  any  correct  information  as  to  the 
availability  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  of  Brest,  but  it  ia  his 
opinion  that  they  are  all  of  a  doubtful  character. 
AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  McREYNOLDS, 
Receiver  of  Bank  of  Brest. 
Detroit^  December  17,  1839. 

Bank  of  Mlegan. 

Kalamazoo^  Dec.  16,  1839. 

Sir — Yours  requiring  of  roe  answers  to  certain  queries 
touching  the  bank  of  Allegan,  did  not  reach  me  until  to-day, 
and  I  hasten  to  answer  them  without  delay. 

1st  The  amount  of  notes  obtained  from  the  engraver  was 
#50,000,  and  were  ordered  by  Alexander  L.  Ely,  president  of 
bank. 

2d.  The  largest  amount  ever  issued  was  #39,600. 

dd.  The  amount  of  outstanding  liabilities  between  #34,000 
and  #35,000,  and  the  amount  deposited  with  me  as  receiver,  is 
#8,266  69. 

5th.  Assets  of  the  bank,  #44,624  16;  of  this  amount  #14,830 
may  be  considered  available,  and  #29,394  16  doubtful;  this 
does  not  include  the  bonds  and  mortgages  filed  with  the  audi- 
tor general,  from  which,  perhaps  fix>m  3  to  #4,000  may  possi- 
bly be  realized. 

5th.  Not  a  dollar  of  specie  was  paid  in  of  the  capital  stock. 
The  bank  was  started  upon  the  basis  of  a  specie  certificate  in 
whole,  and  the  certificate  was  issued  by  the  bank  of  Clinton, 
and  paid  into  bank  (as  the  receiver  believes,)  by  David  B.  Stout. 

6tn.  The  amount  of  assets  in  prosecution,  #26,134  13.  No 
judgments  yet  matured.  , 

Yours,  &c., 

F.  W.  CURTENIUS, 
Receiver  Bank  of  Mkgan. 

Wayne  County  Bank. 

Detroit,  Dec.  30,  1839. 
To  PsTER  MoRET,  Esif.  Jlttorney  General^  State  of  Michigan : 
Sir-— In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  com- 
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flroxucatioii  of  the  27th  ult,  I  make  the  following  report  upon 
these  points  in  the  affairs  of  the  Wayne  county  bank,  touching 
which,  you  have  particularly  solicited  information.  I  have  de- 
layed answering  your  communication  till  now,  hoping  ere  this 
to  have  concluded  an  important  arrangement,  which  has  been 
a  matter  of  much  solicitude,  and  if  perfected,  will  greatly  di- 
minish the  indebtedness  of  the  bank.  I  refer  to  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  recovering  several  thousand  dollars  il- 
legitimately in  circulation. 

1.  An  amount  of  the  circulation,  notes  signed  and  notes  blank, 
shows  the  amount  of  #101,000  to  have  been  obtained  from  the 
engraver;  and,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  Cullen  Brown,  one 
of  the  directors,  they  were  ordered  by  himself,  H.  A.  Noyes 
and  J.  D.  Davis. 

2.  From  the  books,  I  cannot  with  certainty  ascertain  the 
largest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  one  time;  but  from  a  com- 
parison of  accounts,  I  believe  that  at  one  time,  there  was  a  cir- 
culation of  not  less  than  $45,000,  of  which  $18,000  was  out  for 
exchange,  and  the  balance  of  $27,000  loaned  on  discounted 
paper. 

3.  The  outstanding  liabilities,  in  which  I  include  only  the 
circulation  and  such  miscellaneous  claims  as  have  been  deposit- 
ed with  me,  amount  to  $16,252  78;  and  of  this  sum,  only  $4,- 
432  78  have  been  deposited  in  my  hands  as  receiver.  There 
is  an  illegitimate  circulation  of  about  $11,500  00,  growing  oat 
of  an  exchange  agency,  which,  or  the  quarter  part  of  which,  I 
still  hope  to  recover.  Deduct  this,  and  the  outstanding  liabili- 
ties are  reduced  to  about  $5,000.  It  must  also  be  perceived, 
that  the  expenses  incident  to  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  do  not  enter  into  the  foregoing  account  of  the  liabili- 
tiea 

4.  The  assets  to  meet  the  present  liabilities  I  estimate  at 
$8,452  43,  of  which,  I  believe  not  more  than  one-half  can  safe- 
ly be  considered  good  and  collectable  in  the  present  embarrass- 
ed state  ol  the  country.  These  assets  arise  principally  froofi 
discounted  paper.  » 

5.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  amount  of  capital 
stock  was  hoTiafide  paid  in  specie,  as  required  by  law.  Upon 
this  subject,  as  also  upon  the  use  of  specie  certificates,  and  the 
borrowing  of  specie  to  start  the  bank,  I  am  altogether  in  the 
dark,  the  books  and  papers  furnishing  little  or  no  information. 

6.  Of  the  assets  of  the  bank,  as  estimated  in  my  report  to 
the  chancellor,  the  amount  of  $10,811  64  has  been  prosecuted, 
and  of  this  amount  the  sum  of  $7,147  99,  has  been  brought  to 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  bank. 

AH  the  foregoing  results  I  do  not  claim  to  be  strictly  accu- 
rate, and  especially  those  which  are  arrived  at  bv  out-door  tes- 
timony and  8  comparison  of  accounts,  upon  which  the  books 


168  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

throw  but  little  light.    I  have  no  reasons,  however,  to  beKerev 
that  they  vary  far  from  the  truth. 

The  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  above  estimate  of 
liabilities  and  resources  and  that  contained  in  my  report  to  the 
chancellor,  arises  from  my  having  in  the  mean  time,  under 
your  advice  and  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  received 
upon  sundry  demands  due  the  bank  and  my  certificates  as  re-' 
Oliver,  tbus  at  the  same  time  diminishing  both  the  present  re-^ 
sources  and  present  liabilities. 
Yours>  respectfully^ 

A.  W.  BUEL, 
Receiver  Wayne  County  Bank, 

Detroit,  January  8, 1840. 

Sib — Since  the  making  of  my  late  report  to  you  concerning^ 
some  of  the  affairs  of  tne  Wayne  county  bank,  I  have  been 
successful  in  recovering  the  sum  of  $5,860  of  the  811,500  de- 
designated  in  said  report  as  illegitimately  in  circulation,  thus 
making  a  large  diminution  of  the  outstanding  liabilities,  with- 
out diminishing  the  resources.  I  shall  be  pleased  if  this  note 
can  find  a  place  in  your  printed  report  to  the  legislature. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  W.  BUEL, 
Receiver  Wayne  County  Bank^ 

To  PfiTisR  MoREY,  JLttamey  General  State  of  J[Iichigan, 

Detroit  City  Bank.     In  Chancery,  First  Circuit. . 

Kininng  Pritchette  and  Digby  V.  Bell, 
Bank  Commissioners, 

vs. 
The  Detroit  City  Bank. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  sard 
Detroit  city  bank,  furnished  by  said  bank  in  pursuance  of  the 
stipulation  entered  into  by  the  parties  to  this  suit  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  viz: 

Assets  of  said  bank. 

The  whole  amount  of  discounted  notes  now  on  hand  and  be- 
longing to  said  bank^  all  which  are  deemed  good  and  collecta- 
ble, is  sixty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  fifty- 
four  cents; .  not  including  the  interest  due  on  said  notes,    . 

«60,910  54 
Banking  house,  ofi&ce  attached  to  the  bank  room 
and  repairs,  valued  at  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  dollars  and  four  cents,  298  04 
The  following  articles  of  furniture:  one  iron  safe, 
one  clock,  one  pair  scales  and  weights,  two 
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pairs  coulter  and  case,  one  large  desk,  one 
small  desk,  one  double  desk  and  table,  one  dwell- 
ing attached  to  the  bank  buikiiDg  in  Detroit, 
one  stove  and  pipe;  the  value  of  the  whole 
anK>unting,  by  reasonable  estimation,  to  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  seventy-six 
cents,  1,181  76 

The  articles  last  mentioned  are  pledged  by  the  Detroit  city 
bank  to  the  Michigan  state  bank,  as  security  for  a  debt  due 
from  the  former  to  the  latter,  hereafter  mentioned. 

Debts  due  from  other  banks  to  the  Detroit  City  Bank^  viz: 

Prom  the  bank  of  Niles,  on  account,  the  sum  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  four  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents,  $1,904  71 

From  the  bank  of  Battle  Creek,  on  account,  1,744  26 

do            do    of  Manchester,  on  account,  817  53 

do            do    of  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  4  53 

do            Commercial  bank  of  St,  Joseph,  2  00 
do            Clinton  canal  bank,  due  on  the  certifi" 

cate  of  the  receiver,  11,534  12 

Amount  due  from  other  banks,  #16,007  25 

Amount  of  notes  left  with  attorneys  for  collection,       2,258  90 

Suspended  debt^  viz: 

Amount  due  Detroit  city  bank  on  sundry  bonds 
secured  by  mortgages  on  real  estate  in  the  state 

.  pf  Miobigan,  taken  in  sundry  settlements,  is 

•16,592  78 

On  certiiScate  of  bank  of  Singapore,  704  05 

Balance  due  on  note  of  S.  Blanchard 

and  others,  1,453  45 

Balance  due  on  note  in  hands  of  Mr« 

Potter,  79  41 

Amount  of  certificates  of  sundry  re- 
ceivers of  safety  fund  or  *<  wild  cat" 
banks,  4,256  00 

Two  protested  drafts  due  from  the 
bank  of  Saline,  2,049  56 


*i  <  1 1  '«< 


Amount  of  suspended  debt,  25,185  99 

Amount  of  baiik  stock  of  the  Detroit  city  bank,  ' 

received  in  payment  of  debts,  3,000  00 

Amount  due  on  a  bond  executed  to  the  Detroit 
city  bank  by  David  Paddock  and  W.  S.  Ste- 
vens, which  is  secured  by  seventeen  thousand 


•■*-**— •»•**••** 
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Brought  forward,  # 

dollars  in  ImIIs  ol  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  for 
'which  the  city  bank  holds  the  certificate  of  the 
receiver  of  said  Clinton  canal  bank;  and  by 
about  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  besides  a 
large  amount  of  "  Fort  Wayne  stock,"  and  sun- 
dry other  securities,  13,757  8^ 

Over  drafts  due  Detroit  city  bank,  viz: 

From  H.  M.  Campbell,  on  account,         f217  54 
do    T.  C.  Sheldon,  do  828  43 

do    E.  Brooks,  do  1,712  51 

Curran  &  Cosgrave,  (secured,)  659  75 

Frorn  l-icwis  Godard,  (secured  by  at- 
torney general's  receipt  for  bills  of 
the  bank  of  Brest,  •5,700,)  3,885  40 

Sundry  other  persons,  in  small  amounts,      215  56 


Bills  of  other  banks,  &c.,  in  hand: 

In  bills  of  the  bank  of  Saline, 
do  bank  of  Singapore, 

do  bank  of  Washtenaw, 

Bills  on  special  deposite. 

Bills  of  sundry  other  banks. 

Cash  pnpers. 

Bank  of  Brest, 

Amount  due  on  mortgage  from  H.  M. 
Campbell, 


92^,509  00 
1,745  00 

953 

00 

1,177  00 

sai  00 

4,650  12 
1,133  00 

2,500 

00 

7,469  19 


36,028P  12 


Whole  amount  of  assets  as  above  stated,  owned 
by  the  Detroit  city  bank,  December  20th, 
1839,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
forty  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  not  including 
the  interest  due  on  the  above  mentioned  debts,    9166,040  36* 

//.  Statement  of  the  creditors  of  the  Detroit  City  Bank. 

Capital  paid  in  by  and  due  to  stockholders,  subject  to  the  debts 
of  the  bank,  960,000  00 

Amount  of  bills  issued  and  unredeemed,  (#1,986 

of  the  amount  pledged  to  Michigan  state  bank,)        1 1,300  00 
Profit  due  stockholders  on  profit  and  loss  account,  5,584  97 

Due  to  other  banks, 

To  the  bank  of  Utica,  on  account,  919  29^ 

'"  Clinton,         "  1  50 

The  Michigan  state  bank,  1 ,238  1 9 

The  bank  of  Michigan,  41  41 

The  Albany  city  bank,  95,000  00 

Interest  on  this  debt,  358  57 

6,858  57 

6,658  90 
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l>rarft8  drawn  on  the  Albany  city  hank,  $2^6b&  50 

Amount  held  on  deposite  by  Detroit  city  bank,         65,646  49 
As  to  this  last  item,  see  the  following  statement  for  particu- 
lars: 

1st  The  names  of  depositors,  and  persons  having  open  ac- 
counts. 

2d.  Their  residences. 

3d.  Amount  due  each  in  the  open  account;  under  which  head 
•e  contained, 
1st.  Amounts  due  in  safety  fund  bills. 
2d.  do  country  chartered  bills. 

3d.  do  cash. 

4lh.  Amounts  due  each  by  certificate  issued  by  the  bank; 
under  which  head  are  contained, 

1st.  Amounts  due  in  country  safety  fund  bills. 
2d.  «  •<       chartered        " 

3d.  «  cash. 

The  results  are  as  follows: 

1.  Aggregate  amount  due  by  open  account  in  country  safety 
fund  bills,  •5,491  80 
Aggregate  amount  due  in  country  chartered  bills,   1,360  45 

"                "                 cash,  2,707  00 

2.  Aggregate  amount  due  by  certificates  in  coun- 
try safety  fund  bills,  22,546  86 
Agg^^g^te  amount  due  in  chartered  bills,  9,525  89 

"  "  cash,  963  94 


IH2,596  84 
The  amount  of  bills  engraved  for  the  Detroit  city  bank  and 
received  by  them,  is  jl202,000  00 

The  whole  ever  signed,  is  39,200  00 

Greatest  amount  ever  in  circulation  at  one  time,      21,698  00 
Amount  in   circulation   December  20th,  1839, 
(including  the  sum  of  $4,986  00  hypothecated 
to  the  Michigan  state  bank,  to  secure  two  ac- 
commodation drafts,)  ,  11,300  00 
'  The  following  is  the  form  in  which  certificates  of  deposite 
have  been  uniformly  issued  by  the  Detroit  city  bank: 

#100  00.  DGTRorr  City  Bank, 

My  4th,  1838. 

John  Doe  has  deposited  in  this  bank^  one  hundred  dollars 
in  country  safety  fund  bills,  (or  in  country  chartered  bills, 
MB  the  case  happened  to  be)  to  the  credit  of  Richard  Roe,  pay- 
able in  the  same  kind  of  funds,  subject  to  his  order  hereon 
and  return  of  this  certificate, 

JOHN  SMITH,  Teller. 
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And  the  said  bank  has  ever  been  and  stUl  is  ready  to  pay 
sach  certificates  in  the  kind  of  funds  therein  specified,  except 
when  payable  in  cash. 

State  of  Michigan^  Wayne  county^  ss, 

CuUen  Urown,  of  said  county,  beingduly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  is  the  cashier  of  the  Detroit  city  bank,  that  he 
has  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  statement  and  compared 
the  same  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  said  banlj;,  ana  that 
from  such  examination,  and  upon  his  own  knowledge  and  from 
audible  information  derived  from  others,  he  verily  believes  said 
statement  to  be  correct  and  true. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  2Sth  day  of  Decem^ 
ber,  A.  D,  1839. 

THEO.  WILLIAMS, 
/.  P.,  W.  C,  M. 

{Schedule  B.) 

Mstract  of  Reports  of  Prosecuting  Attorneys  for  the  year  1830. 

County  of  Monroe^ 

For  Larceny,  16 

Conspiracy,  6 

Counterfeiting,  5 

Embezzlement,  2 

Riot,  8 

Adultery,  1 

Keeping  gaming  house,  4 

Assault  and  battery,  10 

Coining,  1 

Keeping  disorderly  house,  4 

Destroying  furniture,  1 

Aiding  criminal  to  escape  from  jail,  1 

Sufierihg  prisoner  to  escape,  1 

Not  paying  over  school  money,  1 

Aiding  escape,  1 

Escape  from  jail,  1 

Forgery,  1 

Abetting  on  horse  racing,  3 

Maiming  animal,  1 

Selling  liquor  without  license,  1 

"            on  Sunday,  1 

Number  of  indictments,  61 

Thirteen  trials,  six  acquitted  and  seven  found  guilty. 

County  of  Branch* 

For  passing  counterfeit  money,  •  14 
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Larceny, 

Assault  and  battery, 

Number  of  indictmenls,  ,  . 

Two  tiials,  both  acquitted. 

Shiawassee  County. 

Pot  perjury, 

Counterfeiting, 

Making  implements  for  counterfeiting, 

Altering  a  public  record, 

Aiding  escape, 

Number  of  indictments. 
Examination  on  criminal  cfaargcs. 
One  trial,  jury  disagreed. 

Ingham  County. 

For  assault  and  battery. 

Disturbing  religious  meeting, 

Number  of  indictments, 
One  removal  from  ofiice, 
No  trial. 

Oakland  County. 

For  assault  and  battery, 
Rape, 
Riot, 
Larceny, 
Perjury, 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 
Forgery, 
Polygamy, 

Fraud  under  general  banking  law, 
Breaking  jail, 
Libel, 

Number  of  indictments, 
Examinations  before  a  justice, 
Fifteen  trials,  nine  convictions. 


Genesee  County. 


For  assault  and  battery, 
House  breaking, 
Larceny, 
Fraud, 


1 
1 

16 


5 
4 


1 
2 

3 


0 
1 
1 
8 
2 

9 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

24 
15 


2 
1 
1 
1 
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Number  of  indictmeats,  5 

Number  of  examinatious  before  justice,  8 
No  trials. 

Kalamawo  County. 

For  selling  spirituous  liquors,  3 

Assault,  1 

Perjury,  1 

Incest,  1 

Larceny,  5 

Burning  hay  stack,  1 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  1 

Number  of  indictments,  13 

Number  of  examinations  before  a  justice,  6 
Five  trials,  two  convictions. 

Jackson  County. 

For  Larceny,  4 

Selling  liquor  without  license,  4 

Conspiracy,  2 

Assisting  to  break  jail,  2 

Assault  and  battery,  2 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  1 

Unlawful  cohabitation,  8 

Riotous  assault,  1 

9 

Number  of  indictments,  17 
'   Six  trials  aud  four  convictions. 

Lenawee  County. 

For  perjury,  3 

Mixing  poison,  1 

Assault,  1 

Larceny,  16 

Embezzlement,  1 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  4 

Destroying  trees,  1 

Buying  stolen  goods,  1 

Misdemeanor,  2 

Assault  and  battery,  1 

Conspiracy,  2 

Passing  counterfeit  money,  1 

% 

Number  of  indictments,  34 
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• 

Recapitubaion. 

For  conspiracy, 

10 

Counterfeiting, 

6 

Embezzlement, 

3 

Riot, 

4 

Adultery, 

1 

Keeping  gaming  house, 

4 

Assault  and  battery, 

23 

Coining, 

1 

Disorderly  house, 

4 

Destroying  furniture, 

1 

Aiding  to  escape  jail. 

1 

Suffering  prisoner  to  escape, 

1 

Not  paying  over  school  money, 

1 

Aiding  escape, 

1 

Escape  from  jail, 

2 

Forgery, 

3 

Abetting  on  horse  racing, 

3 

Maiming  animal, 

1 

Larceny, 

42 

Selling  spirituous  liquors  without  license. 

4 

do            do          do        on  Sunday, 

I 

Passing  counterfeit  money. 

18 

Making  implements  for  counterfeiting, 

1 

Altering  public  record, 

1 

Disturbing  religious  meeting, 

2 

Rape, 

1 

Perjury, 

5 

Polygamy,                                                      ^ 

1 

Fraud  under  general  banking  law. 

1 

Breaking  jail, 

1 

Fraud, 

1 

Libel, 

1 

House  breaking,                    4 

1 

Assault, 

2 

Incest, 

1 

Burning  hay  stack, 

I 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretence, 

1 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

4 

Mixing  poison. 

1 

Destroying  trees. 

1 

Buying  stolen  goods. 

1 

Misdemeanor, 

2 

Total  number  of  indictments  in  the  counties  where  the 

prosecuting  attorneys  have  made  reports,  159 
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[No.  20.] 

Report  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  refer- 
.  red  that  portion  of  the  Governor's  Message,  rela* 

'  tive  to  a  Ship  Canal  around  the  Sault  do  8te  Ma- 
'    rie,  &c. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referrod  that  part  of  the  go- 
TerDor's  message  that  pertains  to  the  opening  a  ship  canal  past 
the  falls  of  Sault  de  Ste  Marie,  would  most  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  report: 

That  on  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject,  and  from  the 
evidence  obtained  from  various  undoubted  sources  respecting 
the  facts  set  forth  in  this  memorial,  they  ask  for  the  adoption  of 
the  following  memorial: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  ^f  Representatwes^  of 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembl^: 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan  convened  ^t  the 
capitol  of  the  state,  at  their  regular  session  for  1840,  would 
respectfully  call  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  speedily  open- 
ing by  canal,  that  boundless  field  for  the  adventure  and  enter- 
Erize  of  the  citizens  of  six  states  and  one  territory,  that  will 
ave  access  to,  and  be  immediately  benefitted  thereby. 
Said  opening,  as  proposed,  will  extend  our  ship  and  steamboat 
navigation,  by  adding  an  extent  of  about  1600  miles  of  coast 
navigation  to  those  lower  lakes.  The  importance  of  this  work 
will  more  readily  be  appreciated,  by  a  statement  of  the  follow- 
ing facts  respecting  the  climate,  productions,  resources  and 
extent  of  this  hitherto  unexplored  and  almost  unknown  region* 
The  whole  of  Lake  Superior,  lies  within  the  latitude  of,  and 
the  agricultural  products  would  be  nearly  similar  to  those  of 
Lower  Canada,  particularly  along  the  southern  coast,  on  which 
there  is  large  tracts  of  good  farming  country. 

Apart  from  the  immense  forests  of  pine  timber,  through 
which  innumerable  streams  fall  into  the  lake,  forming  mill-seats 
4nd  harbors,  the  productions  of  this  American  Baltic  in  iishand 
minerals,  are  literally  endless.  The  fisheries  of  Lake  Superior 
are  destined  to  furnish  an  immediate  source  of  profitable  em- 
ployment to  a  large  amount  of  our  constantly  increasing  ship- 
ing,  and  a  nursery  for  our  seamen. 

.  The  wonderful  facilities  with  which  large  cargoes  can  be 
taken  and  packed  for  market,  are  fally  demonstrated  by  the 
success  of  adventurers,  who  have  under  many  disadvantages, 
commenced  that  business,  and  has  likewise  resulted  in  confirm- 
ing the  assertion,  that  they  are  literally  inexhaustible.  This 
article  is  sought  for  with  the  greatest  avidity,  in  exchange  for 
the  surplus  productions  of  the  farming  country  bordering  on  , 
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diese  low^r  l»k?e'8,  Wftd  tHw  siM  surplos  is  precisely  the  articled 
required  for  the  consumption  ofj  ^^d  th^^arrying  oh'  Ihe  busi- 
ness of  exchange  with  that  Opper  country.  • 

The  different  kinds  produced*  i<i  those  waifei^s,  are  whiteBsh, 
trout,  and  sis<*owett«e,  and  the  favorable  season  for  e^h  is  al- 
ternate, so  that  It  is  a  peculiar  frtct,  that  fishermen  can  be  pro- 
fitably employed  throughout  the  whole  season;  without  any  in- 
termission, only  by  changing  their  different  stations*  ffo^^onfe 
point  to  another.  The  most  prominent  points,  or  grounds,  are 
the  great  sand  banks  near  the  lower  part  of  the  lake.  This 
is  one  continued  fishery,  for  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles 
long,  without  any  interruption  for  about  six  months  in  the  year. 
Isle  Roy^I,  Grand  Portage,  Fond  du  Lac,  Le  Pointy,  Pointe 
Kewinnaw,  and  Grand  Island,  are  some  of  the  most  prominent 
points  it>  which  our  earliest  adventurers  may  direct  their  aften- 
lion;  all  fine  harbors  for  the  largest  shipping,  and moslly  covered 
with  timber  for  steamboat  purposes. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  two  men,  when  properly  furnished 
with  a  small  boat  and  suitable  tackle,  to  put  up  in  one  season 
150  barrels  for  market,  whose  whole  outfit  would  scarcely  cost 
in  thecity  of  Detroit,  ^00. 

The  whole  country  adjoining,  and  far  beyond,  abounds  in  vast 
abundance,  in  all  the  rich  and  valuable  furs  found  in  similar  pa- 
rallels of  latitude,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

The  long  established  practice  or  policy  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, of  keeping  up  a  British  influence  among  our  frontier 
tribes  of  Indians,  would  by  this  means  be  successfully  annihila- 
ied,  by  the  overbalancing  effect  of  an  American  influence,  that 
must  flow  from  the  circumstance  of  their  receiving  their  wants 
in  lieu,  from  American  citizens. 

It  has  been  reported  frequently,  by  scientific  travellers,  that 
copper  and  copper  ore  of  a  rich  quality,  was  supposed  to  exist 
in  many  parts  of  that  region.  Ihat  subject  has,  the  past  sea- 
son, been  thoroughly  examined,  and  confirmed  beyond  a  doubt, 
(if  any  e;cisted,)  that  immense  beds  of  ore  show  themselves  on 
'•  the  sprface,  and  immediately  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,,  which 
on  being  analyzed  by  different  scientific  professional  ge^nllemen, 
vary  in  richness  from  46  to  93  per  cent.  The  principal  beds 
of  this  rich, and  valuable  ore,  lie  about  mid vVay  of  lake  Superi- 
or, situated*  at  the  bottom  of  a  most  safe,  commodious  and 
beautiful  harbor. 

All  the  obstruction  that  now  exists  to  the  opening  of  this 
lake  for  navigation,  is  at  the  falls  of  Ste  Marie,  where  a  canal 
has  been  projected,  surveyed  and  estimated  at  $114,000,  by  the 
authority  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  state  of  Michigan,  would  most  respectful- 

[H.  R.  Doc]  23 
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ly  solicit  coonresB  firar  soiUUe  appropriatioof  of  money  or  hnda^ 
or  both,  for  flie  oonitruction  ol  saia  caoaL 

Rnohedj  (if  the  senate  concur,)  That  oiv  senators  be  ior 
stroctedy  and  our  representative  be  requested^  to^ui^  upon  con- 
gi^ss  the  importance  of  the  above  appropriation. 

Resohedj  That^  copy  of  the  above  merooriidaBd  resolution 
be  transmitted  by  the  secretary  of  state,  to  each  of  our  seoar 
tors  and  reprssentative. 


[No.  21.] 

Report  of  the  committee  on  University  and  School 
Lands,  adrerse  to  the  petition  of  James  Rausted  and 
others,  for  an  acre  of  University  land  for  a  school 
house  in  school  district  No.  8. 

The  committee  on  university  and  school  lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Rausted  and  others,  citizens  of 
school  district  No.  eight,  Bertrand  township,  Berrien  county, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  an  acre  of  university  land  to  build  a 
school  nouse  upon,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration; 
and  also  a  remonstrance  signed  by  Paine,  Smith  and  others, 
citizens  of  said  destrict  remonstrating  against  granting  the 
prayer  of  said  petitioners,  and  would  respectfully  report : 

That  aside  from  the  doubts  which  your  committee  might  en- 
tertain of  the  propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers, provided  no  objections  were  laid  before  them,  it  appears 
from  the  remonstrance  referred  to  (and  which  is  signed  by 
nearly  as  many  citizens  as  the  petition)  that  the  land  asked  for, 
is  not  situated  so  as  to  accomoaate  the  entire  inhabitants  of  the 
district  as  well  as  some  other  point,  and  that  it  would  create 
considerable  dissatisfaction  if  the  school  house  was  permanent- 
ly located  thereon. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  report  adverse  to  the  prayer 
of  said  petitioners,  and  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
All  which  is  req)ectfully  submitted. 

GROVE  SPENCER  Chainnan. 
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[No.  22.] 

Report  of  the  committee  on  University  and  School 

Lands. 

The  committee  on  university  and  school  lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution,  ofiered  by  Mr.  Hammond,  instructing 
said  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  let- 
ting actual  settlers  who  have  purchased  niore  of  our  university 
ua  school  lands  than  they  at  present,  are  able  to  keep,  retain 
aa  much  of  said  land  ss  will  be  a  just  and  fair  equivalent  for 
the  moneys  already  paid,  ask  leave  to  report:  that,  in  their 
opinion,  property  of  all  kinds  has  been  high  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  that  many  individuals  have  paid  and  agreed  to  pay 
more  for  jproperty  than  it  will  at  present,  fetch;  and  in  come* 
quenoe  of  wnich,  much  distress  now  pervade6  the  country. 

Yet  yoar  committee,  likewise  think,  that  contracts  should  be 
complied  with,  and  if  not,  the  person  failing  to  fulfil,  should  be 
patient  under  his  own  acts  so  for  as  others  are  concerned;  and 
if  contracts  are  sacred  between  man  and  man,  they  should-  be 
^ually  60  between  an  individual  and  the  state. 

And  further,  your  oommittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
sale  of  said  lands  would  be  very  much  injured,  by  sub-dividing, 
in  a  manner  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  such  purchasers; 
and  your  committee  are  aware  that  at  this  time,  we,  as  a  peo- 
ple, if  possible^  would  be  very  glad  to  retract  from  many  of 
the  engagements  of  the. last  three  years,  but  it  is  always  the 
case,  that  in  every  contract,  there  are  at  least  two  parties,  and 
to  discharge  one  at  his  pleasure' would  generally  prove  disas- 
trous to  the  interests  of  the  other. 

And  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  while  it  would 
be  convenient  for  the  purchasers  of  said  lands  to  retract  from 
their  engagements,  and  retain  portions  of  the  land,  it  would  be , 
destructive  tQ  the  interests  of  the  state. 

And  your  committee  would  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
All  of  which  is  respectiully  submitted. 


[No.  23.] 
Special  Message* 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

It  is  fully  in  your  recollection,  gentlemen,  that  our  fellow^ 
citizens  have  recently  expressed  their  opinion  in  relation  to  a 
proposed  change  in  an  in»portant  feature  of  our  constitution. 
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Every  thing  which,  even  in  tlie  most  minute  particular,  af- 
fects that  solemn  instrument,  at  once  assumes  a  momentous 
character.     We  have  all  gj-avely  sworn  to  support  it;  it  is/rMit 
it,  and  through  it,  that  the  legislature  derives  all  the  political 
power  it  can  exercise;  it  furnishes  the  only  sanction  which  its 
official  9cts  can  possess;  and  while  it  protects  the  inestimable 
civil  rights  of  every  citizen,  it  announces  also,  in  all  things  of 
which  it  treats,  the   authoritative  and  sovereign  will   of  that 
whole  people,  whose  appointed  agents  we  are,     Whatever 
then  efliects  its  construction,  or  brings  into  question  any  of  it# 
provisions,  is  entitled  to  our  most  serious  considerations.     But 
what  barely  human  institution  can  claim   to  be  exempt  from 
those  imperfections  which  are  incident  to  our  nature  1     None  ! 
The  franiers  of  our  constitution  were  sensible  of  this  truth; 
and  most  wisely,  therefore,,  they  provided  a  mode  in  which  its 
imperfections,  when  practically  discovered,  might  be  adequate^- 
]y  corrected;  and  by  which,  without  disturbing  the  hamionies 
of  government,   or  inducing  any  destructive  convulsions,  it 
might,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  quietly  to  accommodate  it-- 
self  to  the  varying  abd  successive  exigencies  of  our  future  pro- 

fress.  The  legislature  of  1S36  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
e  beneficial  to  chartge  it  in  regard  to  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  voting.  That  body  accordingly  introduced,  and  passed 
through  the  forms  required,  a  resolution  proposing  certain 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  state;  and  the  resolu^ 
tion  was  printed  with  the  legislative  acts  of  1838. 
■  The  subject  was  again  passed  upon  at  the  session  holden 
in  1839;  and  with  the  laws  of  the  legislature,  a  resolution, 
entitled  *•  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,"  was  published,  which  comprises  the  same  matter. 

Influenced,  concerning  every  thing  relative  to  our  funda- 
mental law,  by  the  sentiments  I  have  avowed,  I  have  deemed 
it  essential  to  present  to  you  a  statement  of  such  proceedings 
as  may  have  been  had,  consequent  upon  the  first  introduction 
of  this  measure;  and  especially  such  as  do  not  consist  of  legis- 
lative action  merely. 

If,  upon  a  full  examination  of  this  statement,  and  of  the 
whole  matter,  it  should  be  manifest  to  you  that  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  the  first  section  of  the  thirteenth  article,  for  amend- 
ing the  constitution,  has  in  all  things  been  strictly  pursued;  and 
that  the  amendment  proposed,  has  been  fully  approved,  sanc- 
tioned and  ratified,  by  the  people  of  this  state,  then  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passing,  by  you,  of  a  legislative 
act,  solemnly  declaring  the  fact,  and  that  the  amendment  alluded 
to,  has  been  ratified  and  adopted,  and  has  become  part  of  the 
constitution  of  this  state. 

But  if,  upon  such  strict  examination,  you  should  find  fatal 
irregularities  in  the  proceedings  which  have  been  had,  and  that 
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the  mode  indio^ited  bj  the  coustitutSon  itself,  for  efiectidg^such 
ameodment^v  bfts  oot  been  pqrsued^  I  must  submit  to  your  wi»i 
dom  to  devise  sttcta  ulterior  measures,  as  respect  for  ibe  exr 
piessad  opioioas  pf  our  G^stituents,  aad  a  due  regard  also  to 
our  own  powers,  pre^scrib^d  and  limited  as  they  are,  may  seemf 
to  call  for. 

I  submit  then,  herewith,  the  stateraent  which  I  have  received 
from  tbe  secretary  of  state,  in  compliance  with  my  requisition 
upon  him. 

That  statement  sufficiently  exhibits,  I  think,  tbe  wishes  ot 
our  constituents  in  the  matter  submitted  to  them;  and  leaves 
Uttle  further  to  be  inquired  of,  except  as  to  whether  tbe  pro« 
c^ss,  from  the  beginning,  has  in  all  respects  been  in  oouformity 
with  th^  provisiOQs  of  the  constitution  itself? 

Upoi^  an  examination  of  the  journals  of  the  senate  and  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  session  holden  in  1838^ 
with  reference  to  this  object,  and  in  tracing  the  same  measure 
through  the  journals  of  both  bouses,  at  their  succeeding  seB» 
sioD  in  1839,  I  indulge  the  hope  that  you  may  finally  rest 
satisfied,  that  in  all  essential  particulars,  the  process  has  been 
such  as  is  warranted.  But  there  is  an  ambiguity  in  the  jour«> 
nal  entries  concerning  the  matter,  and  an  obscurity  hanging 
over  the  whole  subject,  which  is  perplexing  and  painful — yet 
nothing  should  be  more  clear^*-nothing  should  be  m^e  free 
from  doubt,  than  our  organic  and  fundamental  law.  It  is  per*- 
emptorily  required  by  the  ISth  section  of  the  4thi  article  of 
tbe  constitution,  that  <'  ^ach  bouse  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings  and.  publish  the  same,"  &c.;  ana  being  published 
according  to  this  express  injunction,  it  constitutes  a  species  of 
evidence  of  tbe  highest  grade;  it  requires  a  sort  of  sanctity 
even,  which  may  well  challenge  the  entire  credence  of  the 
whole  community.  It  ought  then  to  be  kept  with  a  degree  of 
caution  and  correctness  corre^^ponding  with  its  highest  impoi^-^ 
tance;  and  especially  in  a  matter  so  grave,  it  should  be  full, 
dear,  and  explicit. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  legislature  with  the  process,  nor  the 
results  in  detail  of  my  own  examination  of  tbe  journals  of  the 
two  houses,  for  the  two  successive  sessions,  during  which  the 
measure  in  question  was  necessarily  pending.  Whatever  com'- 
plex  questions  they  may  present,  and  whatever  ambiguities 
may  hang  over  the  subject,  I  have  nevertheless  deemed  it 
principally  important,  to  ascertain  whether,  without  regard  to 
any  supposed  irregularities,  (except  such  as  directly  conflict 
\¥ith  mandatory  requirements  of  the  constitution,)  the  requisi^ 
tions  of  that  constitution  have  been  substantially  complied 
with;  and  these  inquiries,  I  think  gentlemen,  are  very  appro- 
priately and  necessarily  referable  to  tbe  scrutiny,  ana  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature. 
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But  I  am  unwilliDg,  gentlemen,  finally  te  commend  this  Biib- 
ject  to  your  earnest  consideration,  as  I  do,  without  adverting^ 
to  an  important  fact  which  is  collaterally  disclosed,  in  the  re^ 
port  of  the  secretary  of  state,  viz:  that  the  votes  of  some  of 
the  counties  of  the  state  were  excluded  from  all  computation, 
by  the  canvassers.  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  gentlemen, 
that  this  is  not  as  it  should  be.  I  am  not,  in  this,  to  be  under- 
stood as  intending  to  cast  the  slightest  censure  upon  the  gen- 
tlemen who  officiated  as  canvassers.  On  the  contrary,  so  f^t 
MM  the  circumstances  are  made  known  to  me,  those  gentlemen, 
could  not,  properly,  have  done  otherwise  than  they  did.  Il  is 
our  pride,  gentlemen,  and  our  boast,  that  ours  is  a  poveniment 
of  laws,  not  of  men.  The  course  of  the  gentlemen  wha 
officiated  as  canvassers,  was  prescribed  for  them,  by  tfie  law; 
vad  they  could  not  viok^e  the  law  in  order  to  give  efedi  to  the 
law. 

It  furnishes  cause  for  satisfaction,  no  doubt,  that  the  <nal 
result  would  have  been  the  same,  if  all  the  legal  votes  had 
been  counted;  but  this  fortuitous  event  does  not  satisfy  justice, 
nor  in  any  wise  lessen  the  destructive  evils,  almost  certain  to 
foUow  in  the  course  of  such  precedents  if  suffered  to  pAss 
unreproved.  In  trnih,  there  is  no  so  important  political  right; 
in  republican  government,  like  ours,  as  the  right  of  suffrage.' 
Crime  may,  for  a  time,  go  unpunished;  society  may  be  con- 
vulsed by  desolating  disorders;  faithless  public  agents,  unpro- 
fitable and  reckless  rulers  may  be  appointed.  For  ail  such 
evils,  we  may  confidently  look  for  redress  in  the  virtuousj 
honest  and  protected  exercise  of  the  hallowed  right  of  suffrage. 
It  is  to  this  right  we  arc  to  resort,  for  a  corrective  to  all  exist" 
ing  political  evils;  it  is  this  which  furnishes  the  only  recogniz<^fl 
and  appropriate  medium,  through  which  the  sovereign  wilM'rf 
to  be  expressed.  There  is  no  political  right,  therefore,  which 
demands  so  constant,  so  scrupulous,  so  vigilant  protection. 

Although  final  results  may'  not  have  been  varied  by  the  te^* 
elusion  of  the  votes  of  so  many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  yet  it 
was  not  less  their  right,  that  they  should  have  been  counted; 
and  why  were  not  the  rejected  votes  sent  in,  by  those,  whose 
aworn  duty  it  was  to  do  so  ?  Why  were  the  votes  of  Wash- 
tenaw, Kalamazoo  and  Allegan,  too,  detained,  (as  would  seem 
to  have  been  the  fact,  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,) 
until  special  messengers  were  sent  for  them  ?     And  why,  the 

f>roper  returns  having  in  so  many  instances,  now  and  hereto- 
ore,  been  thus  illegally  kept  back,  does  it  happen  that  we  hear 
of  no  convictions  upon  criminal  prosecutions,  or  of  no  punish- 
ment, for  so  dangerous  and  so  frequently  repeated  a  political 
offence  1 
By  the  provisions  of  chapter  9  title  2  part  1  of  the  revised 
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statutes^  ^i|ch  neglect  was  probably  intended  to  be  punished  bj 
fine  or  imprisonment,  and  after  conviction,  by  amotion  from 
pffice.  Is  there  want  of  certainty  in  these  statutory  eoact- 
Bients  t 

Are  the  duties  enjoined  upon  the  county  clerks  or  other 
county  officers,  to  vaguely  described  I  are  thosb  ofiences  ia< 
a<)equatQly  defined  ] 

For  such  defects,  if  they  exist,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but 
that  you  will  be  enabled  to  find  appropriate  r(»nedies;  aini  if 
you  should  entertain  the  belief  that  conviction  and  final  amo- 
tion from  office,  in  case  of  the  actual  neglect  of  so  vitally  im- 
r>rtant  duties,  follow  too  tardily  the  commission  of  the  offence, 
think  it  quite  competent  fo^  the  legislature,  without  the  vio- 
lation of  constitutional  right  to  provide,  upon  a  prima  facia 
showing  of  guilt  to  the  proper  author! ties«  for  the  immediaie 
suspension  of  the  incumbent  charged,  until  the  tardy  but  sure 
judgment  of  the  law  shall  have  been  pronounced. 

While  I  feel  that  it  would  be  improper  in  me,  gentlemen,  to 
solicit  your  attention  to  many  objects  which  might  seem  to 
warrant  your  legislative  interposition,  lest  you  might  think  such 
a  course  would  tend  to  protract  too  much  your  present  session, 
yet  I  venture,  respectfully  to  recomniend  this  particular  subject 
to  your  early  consideration. 

WM.  WOODBRIDGE* 

Executive  Office,  ) 
January  27, 1840.    \ 

Secretary  of  State's  Oppick,  7    • 
Detroit^  January  17,  1840.        ) 

Sir — The  proposed  amendment  to  the  state  constitution, 
confining  electors,  in  voting,  to  the  township  or  ward  in  which 
they  reside,  submitted  by  the  last  legislature  to  the  people,  to 
be  approved  or  rejected  by  them  at  the  general  election  in  No- 
vemoer  last,  has,  as  it  appears  from  the  official  canvass  of  the 
TOteB  given  upon  it,  been  ratified  and  adopted  as  a  part  of  the 
constitution  of  the  state.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
state  canvass  of  record  in  this  office. 

As  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  canvass  that  no  return  of 
votes  had  oeen  received  from  the  counties  of  Chippewa,  Kent^ 
and  Livingston,  at  the  time  the  canvass  took  place,  it  is  propel*^ 
perha|)S|  for  me  to  state  the  reason  why  they  had  not  before 
that  tinie  been  procured  by  means  of  a  special  messengef*  ISo 
etptanation,  however,  is  deemed  necessary  to  the  first  aumed 
county.  Its  remoteness  from  the  seat  ci  government  and  thd 
difficulty  of  access  to  it  so  late  in  the  season,  precluded  the 
idea,  or  appointing  a  special  messenger  for  that  county.  With 
regard  to  the  other  two  counties,  the  returns  from  Washtenaw 
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Kialamazoo  and  Allegan  not  having  been  received,  a  special 
messenger  was  despatched  to  these  three  counties  and  to  the 
two  above  named,  who  after  proceeding  to  Allegan,  on  account 
of  an  accident  that  happened  to  him,  returned  without  goin^ 
\o  either  Kent  or  Livingston.  He  was,  however,  again  de- 
spatched for  those  counties,  and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  tra- 
veling in  that  part  >pf  the  state  at  that  season  of  the  year,  did 
hot  return  until  after  the  canvass,  which  was  delayed  as  long 
as  the  law  would  permit.  Had  the  returns  of  these  counties 
been  canvassed,  they  would  not  have  changed  the  result,  on 
the  contrary  they  would  have  increased  the  majority  in  favor 
of  the  amendment. 

The  state  treasurer  and  secretary  of  state  being  prevented 
by  illness  from  attending  the  canvass,  the  board  was  composed 
of  the  auditor  general,  and  attorney  general. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

RANDOLPH  MANNING, 

Secretary  of  Siait^ 

To  His  Excellency  William  Woodbridge. 


State  Canvass. 

Statement  of  votes  given  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  at  the 

feneral  election  holden  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  days  of  Novem* 
er,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  for  and  against 
the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  state,  proposed  by 
the  legislature  of  1838,  and  agreed  to  and  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple by  the  legislature  of  1839,  by  a  joint  resolution,  entitled 
''A  joint  resolution  relative  to  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion," approved  April  18,  1839. 


CotTHTlBS. 


For  the 
in«Bt. 


Af  ainst  the 
amendment. 


WhnleNo. 
of  voles. 


Allegan, 

Branch, 

Berrien, 

Barry, 

Chippewa, 

Galhoon, 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, 

Hillsdaley 

It>Dia, 

Ingiiatn, 


82 

9i3 

868 

828 

167 

200 

56 

23 

514 

442 

229 

831 

87 

1% 

189 

108 

264 

^  73 

426 

285  * 

69 

IM 

100 

86 

no  returns  retfd. 
5  noes  ^  yeas. 


180 

691 

807 

79 

903 
560 
U% 
iU7 
837 
661 
197 
191 
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For  the 
ttmend- 

meat. 

Against  the 
amendment. 

Whole  No. 
ui'  votei. 

Jftck8C», 

892 

882 

hV^ 

Keot, 

no  returns  rec'd. 

'    '     I 

Ejedamazoo, 

310 

327 

» 

537 

livingstoDi 

no  returns  rec'd* 

Lapeer, 

291 

206 

-496 

Lenawee, 

1,58& 

139 

1,724 

Afichilimackioac^ 

82 

■     82 

Macombi 

206 

453 

71^ 

Monroe, 

374 

738 

l.im 

Oakland, 

1,465 

1,627 

3,09;? 

Ottawa, 

16 

10 

Shiawassee^ 

53 

151 

20^ 

Sl  Joseph, 

.255 

509 

764 

St,  Clair, 

214  . 

251 

• 

465 

Ra<ppnaw, 

no  votes  given. 

Van  Buren, 

107 

138 

245 

Wasfatenaw; 

1,748 

334 

blank  1, 

1 

2,0fi» 
2,076 

Wayne, 

1,496 

579 

not  the  amend'nt  1. 

USIG 

7,949 

scattering,  0 

19,474 

.  . .  •  • 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  said  election,  for  and 
against  the  amendtnent  to  the  constitution,  was  nineteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  seventy-four,  of  which  votes  eleven 
thousand  five  hundred  and  skcteen  were  given  for  the  said 
amendment,  and  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine 
were  given  against  the  said  amendment,  and  there  were  nine 
jBcatlering  votes. 

We  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  statement  ol  the 
votes  given  in  the  state  of  Michigan  for  and  against  the 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  said  state,  submitted  to  the 
people  thereof  at  the  said  election,  holden  on  the  fourth 
,%tA  fifth  days  of  November,  A*  D*  1839,  (one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,)  ds  appears  from  the  canvass  and 
examination  of  the  statements  of  votes  given  ki  Ihe  several 
countiesj  received  by  the  secretary  of  state  from  the  respective 
county  clerks,  duly  certified  under  their  hands  and  'seak  6f 
office.    '  '  ^ 

In  wKness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sot  aur  naiDes,  at  the 
.ottce  of  the  secretary  of  state,  this  nineteenth  day  of  Deifeili- 
•ber,  A.  D-  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  th!rty*nine.    ' 

H.  HOWARD,  Auditor  Gen.,    )  Board  (f  Stme 
P.  MOREY,  Miy  Gkn.^  Jtficft.,^  OamasHrk. 


[H.  R.  Doc.] 
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State  of  Michigan^  ss. 

We  the  undersigoedy  having  in  pursuance  of  law,  thi»*  nine- 
teenth day  of  December*  one  thousand  eight  hundred  .and 
thirty-nine,  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  examined 
and  canvassed  the  statements  received  by  the  said  se^cretary^ 
of  the  votes  given  in  the  several  counties  for  and  against  the 
said  amendment  at  the  general  election  holden  on  the  foiirth 
and  fifth  days  of  November  last,  and  made  out  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  at  such  election  far 
and  against  said  amendment,  and  certified  such  statement  to  be 
correct,  and  subscribed  our  names  thereto,  and  it  appearinc^ 
from  such  canvass  and  statement  that  the  greatest  number. of 
votes  w;as  given  in  favor  of  said  amendment,  do  hereby  deter- 
mine that  the  said  amendment  has  been-  duly  approved  and 
ratified  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  constitution  of  vsaid  state. 

H.  HOWARD,  .^Mc/f /or  Oen.,     )  Board  of  State 
if  MOREY,  ^tt'y  Gen.  Mek.,  \  Canmssers.'  . 

Proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  JiBcfngaii. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  the  following  resoFu- 
tion  was  passed,  proposing  an  amendment  tb  the  constitution 
of  this  state. 

•A  resolution  proposing  cei'tain  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 

the  State. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  <f  the 

'  State  of  Michigan^  That  the  following  amendment  be  proposed 

to  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  that  the  same  be  referred 

to  the  legislature,  next  to  be  chosen,  and  published,  in  .p^rsu- 

ance  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  thirteenth 

' article;  that  so  much  of  the  first  section  of , the  second  article 

'  of  the  constitution,  as  prescribes  the  place  in  which  an  elector 

:may  vote,   and  which  is  in  these  words,   to  wit:  "district, 

county,  or  township,",  be  abolished,  and  that  the  following  be 

substituted  in  the  place  thereof,  to  wit:  '' township  or  >Yard/' 

'  Approved,  April  6,  1838. 

The  following  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  article- of  the 
«. constitution,  referred  to  in  the  above  resolution: 

1.  In  all  elections,  every  white  male  citizen  above  the  affe 
of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  si^  months 
next  preceding  any  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  votet  at.  sa(;h 
election;  and  every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  a^e  aforesaid, 
•  who  may  be  a  resident  of  the  state  at  the  tinic  of  the  signing 
of  this  constitution,  shall  have  the  rifht  of  voting  as  aforesaid ; 
but  no  such  citizen  or  inhabitant  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except 
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ysk  (he  district,  county  or  township,  in, which  he  shall  actuaUjr 
reside  at  the  time  of  such  election. 

RANDOLPH  MANNING, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Seciietart  07.  State's  Office,  / 
Detroit,  July  20,  1838.      \ 


State  of  Michigan,  Wayne  County,  ss. 

On  this  day  personally  came  before  me,  Cornelius  Wendell, 
a  printer  in  the  office  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press,  a  news- 
paper printed  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said  that  the  an- 
nexed notice ;W^  published  twelve  successive  weeks;  that  the 
first  publicfitibn  was  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1838. 

C.  WENDELL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  A. 
D.  1840. 

CHARLES  WILCOX, 
Jfotary  Public,  Wayne  county,  Michigan. 


(Copy.) 

Amendment  to  the  State  Constitution. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  following  amendment  to  the 
state  constitution,  viz;  ''That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of 
the  second  article  of  the  constitution  as  prescribed  the  place  in 
wiiich  an  elector  may  vote,  and  which  is  in  these  words,  to  wit: 
V district,  county  or  township"  be  abolished,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing be  substituted  in  the  place  thereof,  to  wit:  '  township 
or  ward,' "  has  been  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Michigan  for  approval  and  ratification,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  first  section  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  consti- 
tution, at  the  general  election  to  be  hold  en  on  the  fourth  and 
£i(hvdays  of  Niovember  next. 

..  .  (Signed,)  RANDOLPH  MANNING, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Detroit,  July  25,  1839. 


JState  of  Michigan,  CoUfUy  of  Wayjie,  ss. 

Onithis  day  personally  came  before  me,  ComeUus  Wendell, 
a  printer  in  the  office  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press,  a  news- 
paper printed  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 


- ) 
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how  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  swd,  that  the  ali- 
nexed  noiice  was  published  in  the  said  newspaper  thirteen  suc- 
cessive weeks,  the  first  publication  was  on  the  seventh  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1839. 

C.  WENDELL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  1840, 
heiore  me 

(Signed,)  CHARLES  WILCOX, 

J>r6tary  Pvhlk^  Wayne  county^  Michigan*  . 


[No.  24.] 

Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  thi 
petition  of  the  River  Raisin  aod  Lake  Erie  RaiU 
road  Company. 

lb  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativesi 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  way  referred  the 
petition  of  the  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad  company, 
praying  the  state  to  indemnify  them  for  the  damage  done  to 
the  chartered  rights  of  said  company,  by  the  location  of  the 
southern  railroad,  and  to  purchase  out  the  rights  of  said  com** 
pany,  so  far  as  the  same  are  interfered  with  by  the  state  rail- 
roaa;  and  also  the  petition  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  citizens 
of  Monroe,  praying  the  purchase,  by  the  state,  of  the  railroad 
of  said  company,  from  the  city  of  Monroe  to  La  Plaisance 
bay,  as  a  termination  of  the  southern  railroad  on  lake  Erie; 
having  had"The-samo  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  report; 
That  the  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad  company  wa« 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  of  the 
20th  of  March,  A.  D.  1836,  by  which  they  were  authorized 
to  lay  out,  and  construct  a  railroad  from  La  Plaisance  bay,  on 
lake  Erie,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  through  the  city  of  Mon* 
roc  and  village  of  Dundee,  in  the  said  county,  until  the  same 
should  intersect  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad,  (another 
corporation  created  by  this  state,)  at  Blissfield,  in  the  county 
of  Lenawee;  and  also  to  lay  out  and  construct  several  branches 
to  said  main  road,  amon^  which  was  one  from  the  city  of 
^onroe,  to  the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  the  river  Raisin. 
That  said  com{)any,  immediately  after  its  incorporation,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  proceeded  to  carry  the 
same  into  execution,  and  caused  said  road  to  be  sunneyed,  lo* 
cated  and  properly  recorded  in  the  offices  of  the  respective 
registers  of  the  counties  of  Monroe  and  Lenawee^  where  said 
road  was  located. 

By  the  provisions  of  their  charter,  said  company  were  re* 
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quired  to  cause  the  road  therein  contemplated,  to  be  commeD* 
ced  within  two  years,  and  to  be  completed  within  ten  years 
from  the  time  of  their  incorporation;  preserving,  however,  to 
the  company,  their  entire  corporate  rights  to  so  much  of  said 
road  commenced  within  two  years,  as  should  be  completed 
within  the  said  limitation  of  ten  years. 

The  said  company  immediately  after  the  survey  and  location 
of  their  said  road,  proceeded  to  extinguish  individual  rights  to 
the  land  over  which  the  same  passed,  and  effected  the  same  at 
n  considerable  loss,  and  thereafter  without  delay,  proceeded  in 
the  construction  of  their  said  road,  and  at  a  heavy  expense  to 
said  company,  completed  and  put  in  operation  four  miles  of 
said  road,  from  La  rlaisance  bay  to  the  city  of  Monroe,  within 
eighteen  months  from  their  incorfioration.  To  render  their 
road  of  permanent  utility  to  the  public,  and  secure  for  it  the 
safe  and  convenient  access  of  the  shipping  of  the  lake,  the 
company  manifested  a  commendable  spirit  of  enterprise,  ex* 
tended  their  road  by  substantial  piling,  nearly  a  mile  into  the 
bay,  a  point  at  all'times  approachable  by  the  boats  and  other 
craft  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  lake  Erie;  where,  too,  the 
break-water  constructed  by  the  general  government,  afibrds  a 
commodious  harbor,  the  access  to  which,  is  rendered  safe  and 
convenient  by  a  light  house  that  the  general  government  have 
deemed  the  importance  and  utility  of  the  harbor  demanded. 
This  part  of  the  work  of  the  company,  terminating  at  La 
Plaisance  bay  harbor,  was  commenced  and  first  put  in  opera-* 
tion,  as  promising  to  secure  the  greatest  public  utility,  as  well 
as  private  emolument  to  the  company,  that  then  being,  as  it 
0tili  is,  the  only  point  approachable  with  convenience  by  the 
shipping  of  lake  Erie,  in  doing  this,  the  company  in  no  wise 
relinquished  thetr  right  or  intention  to  put  in  operation  their 
branch,  from,  the  city  of  Monroe  to  the  head  of  ship  navigation 
on  the  river  Raisin,  there  to  meet  the  ship  canal  tnen,  and  still 
in  progress,  under  the  auspices  of  the  general  government. 
But  in  passing,  your  committee  cannot  forbear  remarking,  that 
as  between  these  two  points,  as  a  termination  for  a  line  of  rail- 
road, the  one  at  La  Plaisance  bay,  until  such  time  as  the  ship 
canal  shall  be  completed,  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  of  pre- 
sent utility,  as  appears  by  the  communication  of  the  engineer 
of  the  southern  railroad,  herewith  exhibited.  Under  this  state 
of  facts,  possessed  of  the  right  to  both  these  lines  of  commu- 
nication with  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  under  their  charter;  the 
one  in  actual  operation,  and  the  full  right  secured  to  the  other, 
whenever  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, or  other  circumstances,  should  induce  them  to  con- 
struct their  road  to  the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  the  river 
Raisin,  the  company,  with  prospects  peculiarly  flattering,  went 
into  full  operation*     The  advantages  poesessed  by  the  compaF 
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fiy  under  their  charter^  commanding  as  it  did,  the  line  of  road 
through  that  fertile  portion  of  our  state,  the  counties  of  Moru'oe 
iand  Lenawee,  and  Kkewise  the  only  outlets  to  the  naviga^ble 
waters  of  the  lake  for  that  region  of  country,  within  our  state, 
the  stock  of  the  company,  from  its  first  creation,  increased  in 
value  and  was  eagerly  sought  after  by  capitalists,  and  could 
by  the  company  have  been  sold  for  a  considerable  advance 
upon  its  actual  cost. 

At  this  time  the  works  of  the  company  were  suddenly  arree- 
ted  and  their  prospects  of  future  profits,  under  their  chartered 
rights,  greatly  impaired,  if  not  absolutely  destroyed,  by  the  sys- 
tem of  internal   improvements  projected  by  the   state.     The 
southern   railroad,  a  part  of  that  system,  was  required   to  be 
from  the  head  of*  ship  navigation  on  the  river  Raisin,  (the.  same 
j)oint  already  secured  to  said    conjpany  by  their  charter)  west 
to  lake  Michigan,  along  the  same  line  of  counties  as  that  through 
which  the  company's  road  would  pass.     The  board  of  com- 
missioners in  Icating  the   state  road,  commenced  at  the  same 
point  on  the  river  Raisin,  as  that  where   the  road  of  the  com- 
pany commenced  and  had  already  been  surveyed  and  loct^ted 
and  continued,  on  precisely  the  same  track  to  the  city  of  Moo- 
roc,  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  then  diverging  slightly,  but 
at  no  point  exceeding  lour  miles,  and   most   of    the  distance 
much  nearer,  continued  the  state  road  along  the  entire  distance 
of  the   road  of  the   company  to  its   termination   at  Biissfieid, 
and  once  crossing  the  company's  road  as  surveyed  and  laid  out 
by  them  under  their  charter.     The  state  road  is  now  comple- 
ted from  the  head  of  ship  naviMtion  on  the  river  Raisiru  and 
ready  for  use  for  about  twenty  miles,  and  in  progress  of  com- 
pletion beyond  the  western  limit  of  the  road  of  the  company, 
occupying  and  commanding  the  business  of  the   same  district 
of  country  as  that  given  to  the  company  by  their  charter,  thus 
practically  defeating  every  benefit  the  diarter  purports  to  give. 
But  as  to  the  effect   of  the   location   and   construction  of  the 
state  road,  there  can   be  but  one  opinion  as  to  its   effect  uppp 
the  company's  rights  under  their  charter,  it  not  only  interferes 
with  these,  but  absolutely  destroys  all  future  prospect  of  bene- 
fit to  the  present  company  or  their  successors  under  their  char- 
ter, in  the  further  construction  of  their  road,  and  that  part  al- 
'  ready  constructed  and  in  operation  is  rendered  comparatively 
-Talueiess.     The  mere  statement  of  the  fact  of  two  railroads 
running  through  the  same   district  of  country,  must   of  itself 
.  show  that  either  one  or  the  other  will  be  totally  valueless;  but 
when  to  this  is  added  the  consideration  that  the  one  extends 
beyond  the  other  in  the  same  general  course,  sustained  by  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  state,  while  the  other  is  only  sus- 
tained by  the  unaided  energies  of  a  private  corporation,  it  caa- 
BOt  for  a  moment  remain  in  doubt,  that  under  sudx  circumstan- 
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ces,  the  company  must  be  destroyed,  and  so  tho  fact  appears 
to  have  been;  on  the  location  oi  the  state  road,  the  stock  ok' 
the  company  began  to  decline,  until,  by  a  continued  proems  ot' 
depreciation,  embarrassment  and  virtual  destruction  has  been 
tho  ultimate  fate  Of  the  company. 

Anticipating  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event,  in  the  pros^^ 
cution  of  the  public  works  of  the  state,  legal  provision  was,  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1887,  made. for  obviating  such  dif- 
ficulties, by  authorizing  the  board  of  coomilssi oners  tocompen*- 
sate  or  purchase  out  companies  whose  chartered  right  should 
be  thus  interfered  with  by  the. public  works.  Under  this  saluf 
tary  and  just  provision  of  the  law,  the  commissioners  have  al- 
ready so  done  in  the  case  of  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad, 
•and  the  Havre  branch,  (so  called.)  While,  at  the  same  time, 
the  commissioners  have,  in  the  location  and  construction  of  the 
southerti  railroad,  encroached  upon,  and  virtually  destroyed  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad 
company,  without,  in  anywise,  compensating  the  conipany 
therefor;  although,  at  the  same  time,  the  commissioners  admit 
the  injustice  done  to  that  company,  and  excuse  it  on  the  ground 
of  the  diminished  means  of  the  state  to  pay;  a  course  of  con- 
duct, in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  wholly  unsanctioned 
by  law,  and  one  which  the  state,  in  justice  to  her  own  charaio- 
ter,  ought  not  to  suffer  to  pass  unredressed,  and  compel  the 
company  so  seek  relief  in  the  courts,  against  acts  of  injustice 
which  the  state  has  indirectly  brought  about. 

The  duties  of  your  committe  might,  perhaps,  have  strictly 
terminated  with  the  mere  expression  of  their  opinion  as  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  company,  and  the  correspondent  dnties'of 
the  state;  but  they  have  been  induced  to  this  review  of:  the 
facta  of  the  case,  not  only  as  showing  the  ground  of  their 
opinion,  but  also,  in  justice  to  the  company  whose  ri^htis,  they 
cannot  doubt,  have  bedn  invaded  by  the  agents  of  the  state. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  asked,  in  what  consisted  the  rights  of  tiwj 

company,  wbiohj  have  been  encroached  upon  by  the  agents  of 

'  the  state? r  The  answer  is  an  obvious  one;  every  thing  which 

their tcharter  gave  them,  and  all   the  necessary  means  to  the 

full  enjoyment  of'  the   benefits  it  contemplated,^  by  the  solemn 

Sictt  or  charter  of  the  state  to  this' company,  of  the  right  to 
sate  and  construct  a  Irailroad.  The  state  pledge^  its  faith  to 
do  no  itcX  which  would  defeat  the  successful  operation  of  the 
jenterprise  of  the  company.  Does  the  state  railroad  in  any 
manner  diminish  the  value  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  com- 
pany^  dither  present  or  prospective  1  If  it  does,  the  rights  of 
the  company  have  been  encroached  upon. 

However  true  the  propositSoa  may  be,  that  the  legishiture  of 
this,  or  any  other  state,  may  make;  modify,  amend  or  repeal 
any  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  at  pleasure,  it  cannot  be  con- 
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tended  that  a  legislative  grant  or  charter  is  subject  to  this  rule^ 
unless  such  power  is  expressly  reserved  by  the  legislature  at 
the  time  of  making  the  grant. 

A  charter,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent constitutional  jurists  of  our  own  country,  (Chief  Justice 
Marshall,)  is  a  solemn  contract  between  the  state  and  the  cor- 
poration. This  same  proposition  stands  repeatedly  affirmed  by 
the  highest  judicial  authority  known  to  our  law — the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States;  and  especially  by  the  leading  case 
in  that  court,  of  Dartmouth  College — a  case  which,  in  its  trial, 
elicited  as  much  legal  research  and  judicial  acumen  as  any  one 
ever  brought  in  record  before  the  courts  of  this  or  any  other 
nation.  If  the  proposition,  then,  is  a  sound  one,  that  a  charter 
is  a  solemn  contract,  the  faith  of  the  state  granting  it,  is  pled^ 
ed  to  maintain  it  inviolate;  and  the  constitution  of  this,  and  .of 
the  United  States,  expressly  prohibits  any,  its  least  infraction; 
for,  by  the  express  instructions  of  those  high  instruments,  *'  the 
legislature  shall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  coop 
tract." 

But  it  may  be  asked  if  the  charter  of  the  company,  whose 
rights  are  under  consideration*  alone  is  a  contract;  in  what 
consists  its  obligations  ?  and  how  are  these  obligations  violated  t 
In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  obligations  that.thi» 
charter  imposes  upon  the  state  are,  that  the  state  will  neither 
do  or  suffer  to  be  done,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  act  or  acts, 
inconsistent  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  benefits 
which  their  charter  confers  on  the  company;  and  these  cMi^a* 
tions  were  violated  when  the  commissioners  of  the  state  sale* 
cated  the  state  road  as  to  occupy  the  ground  previously  given 
to  the  company  by  their  charter  for  their  road,  and  otherwise 
defeated  the  objects,  diminished  the  value  and  otherwise  im^ 
paired  the  benefits  contemplated  by  the  charter  of  the  compa^ 
ny,  and  their  road  already  constructed  under  its  sanction,  aod 
authoritv. 

But  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners  in  the  location  and  construction  of  thesouth^n 
railroad,  without  first,  at  least  remunerating  the  company,  are 
objectionable  upon  another  ground  equally  fondamcntal.  The 
constitution  of  this  and  the  United  States,  prohibits  the  tskiog 
of  private  property  for  public  use,  without  a  fair  compensation 
first  provided.  That  the  rights  of  this  company,  under  their 
charter  were  property,  and  private  property,  so  far  as  WDCsnt" 
ed  every  one,  and  as  much  as  the  farm  or  merdhandize  of  any 
citizen,  is  a  proposition  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  per- 
fectly incontrovertible;  were  it  otherwise,  charters  would  Hot 
only  receive  no  rights,  but  would  give  none. 

Upon  legal  principles  then,  the  state  is  liable  to  the  compa- 
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ny,  and  good  faith  requires  that  it  should  be  fully  met  Bui 
aside  from  all  these  considerations,  if  the  state  would  render 
available  the  large  amount  of  money  expended  on  the  southern 
railroad,  apd  secure  to  the  same  an  available  termination  on 
lake  Erie,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  expediency  would 

frompt  the  purchase  of  the  company's  road  terminating  at  La 
laisance  bay,  and  especially  so,  as  in  doinff  this,  the  state  is 
discharging  an  obligation,  which  the  violated  rights  of  the  com* 
paoy  requires  at  their  bands* 

Therefore,  your  committee  herewith,  submit  a  joint  resolu* 
tion,  instructing  the  auditor  general  to  adjust,  with  said  con^ 
pany,  the  matter  upon  the  jprinciples  prescribed  in  the  act  pro*- 
viding  for  the  settlement  of  the  compensation  where  the  roads 
of  private  companies  are  taken  or  injured  by  the  state  works* 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  BACKUS,  Ckairman. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan^  That  the  auditor  general  be.  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to  purchase  of  the  River 
Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad  company,  all  that  portion  of 
said  company's  surveyed  route  of  railroad,  taken  by  the  com- 
missioner of  internal  improvement  in  the  location  and  construc- 
tion of  the  southern  railroad,  and  also  the  road  constructed  by 
said  company,  from  the  city  of  Monroe  to  La  Plaisance  biiy, 
in  which  the  rights  of  said  company  are  materially  injured 
and  rendered  of  no  value  by  the  location  of  the  said  southern 
railroad,  said  purchase  to  be  made  by  said  auditor  general,  as 
near  as  may  be  upon  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  third  section 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
certain  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses,*^ approved  March  20,  A.  D,  1837,  and  on  said  company's 
making  out  a  good  title  to  the  people  of  this  state,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  section  and  act,  the  auditor  ge- 
neral shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasury  of  the  state  for 
the  amount,  so  found  due  to  said  company,  upon  the  purchase 
so  made  as  aforesaid. 

M&nrot^  January  30,  1840* 
7b  H.  T.  Bacws,  Esq.,  C)Cn.  Jud.  Com.,  H.  Jl,,  S.  M. 

Sir — ^Having  been  requested  by  James  Q.  Adams,  JEsq., 
president  of  the  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad  company, 
to  address  you,  and  through  you  the  committee  over  which 
you  have  teen  called  upon  to  preside,  in  the  representative 
Branch  pf  our  state  legislature,  in  relation  to  the  pending  appli- 
cation of  said  company  for  a  purchase  by  the  sl&te,  of  a  pair 
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tion  of  the  works  of  said  company,  and  the  several  subjects  ne-' 
cessarily  connected  therewith.  '■    i; 

I  take  the  liberty  to  comply  with  the  above  requeiBt,^  whiob 
I  offer  as  an  apology  for  appearing  before  your  committee, 
through  the  only  convenient  medium,  a  written  communica-^ 
tion. 

The  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad  company  was  em- 
powered by  its  act  of  incorporation,  of  March  26,  1836,  to  con- 
struct a  railroad  from  La  Plaisance  bay,  on  lake  Erie,  through 
the  villages  of  Monroe  and  Dundee,  to  terminate  by  an  inter- 
section with  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad,  in  Blissfiefd, 
Lenawee  county,  and  also  to  construct  certain  branches  there-r 
of,  and  among  others,  one  from  some  sditable  point  in  the  rih 
lage  of  Monroe,  to  the  contemplated  head  of  ship  navigation  6d 
the  river  Raisin. 

The  said  company,  after  a  proper  organization,  caused  the 
said  road  and  above  branches  thereof,  to  be  surveyed,  located, 
and  recorded;  and  immedialely  commenced  the  construction 
of  the  work,  and  with  commendable  perseverance  and  dispatch, 
have  completed  that  portion  of  the  road  leading  from  a  central 
part  of  the  village  (now  city,)  of  Monroe,  to  La  Plaisance  bay 
on  lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  or  upwards,  upon  which 

f)assenger  and  freight  cars  have  been  since  that  period  constant- 
y  running  during  the  business  seasons,  to  the  manifest  conve- 
nience of  the  public. 

It  was  understood  that  the  company  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  the  construction,  with  a  view  to  the  final  com- 
pletion of  the  remaining  portion  of  said  road,  but  by  the  adop- 
tion, at  the  legislative  session  of  1837,  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, the  state  undertook  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
through  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  a  portion  of  the  way  on 
the  same  ground  occupied,  and  frequently  crossing  the  identi- 
cal route  already  adopted  by  said  company,  from  the  head  of 
ship  navigation  at  Monroe,  to  the  village  of  Blissfield  aforesaid, 
and  especially  occupying  the  precise  track  contemplated  by  the 
before  mentioned  branch  from  the  centre  of  business  in  Mon- 
roe, to  the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  the  river  Raisin,  one 
mile  below.  Thus  virtualy  occupying  the  precise  ground  as- 
signed by  legislative  enactment  to  said  company,  consequently 
materially  affecting,  if  not  wholly  destroying,  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  said  company  on  the  whole  route,  with  the  sipgle 
exception  of  that  portion  of  the  work  already  completed,  be- 
tween Monroe  and  the  lake. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  small  portion  of  the  route  thus  left  to 
said  company,  while  the  state  occupies  the  remaining  portion, 
never  would  have  justified  the  company  in  incurring  a  heavy 
expense  in  the  construction  of  that  portion  of  the  f  bad  already 
completed,  and  that  the  proceeds sarising  from  its  use  under 
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8Uch*iinfa70!rable  circumstances,  can  never  aiFord  an  adequate 
return  for  the  money  expended  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  that 
too,  before  the  state  had  adopted  the  present  system  of  internal 
improvement,  or  advanced  in  the  prosecution  of  their  works. 

It  is  known  to  your  committee,  that  the  state  has  progres- 
sed to  a  state  of  forwardness  towards  completion,  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Monroe  to  Hillsdale,  about  seven- 
ty miles  on  the  route  as  before  described,  and  you  are  doubt- 
less aware  of  the  great  importance  of  seeking  a  direct  and  con- 
Tenient  communication  with  the  waters  of  lake  Erie,  in  order 
to  render  the  state  work  of  any  avail,  or  useful  and  conveni- 
ent for  the  purposes  intended. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  the  legislature,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act  of  1837,  providing  for  a  system  of  internal 
improvement,  anticipated  and  intended,  that  a  convenient  coQ- 
aection.  should  be  had  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  Erie, 
by  terminating  the  touthern  raifaroad  at  the  head  of  ship  navi- 
gation on  the  river  Raisin,  with  the  hope  and  expectation  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would,  ere  this,  have  eossor 
pleted  the  constructicm  of  ^a  ship  canal,  already  by  theai  coonh 
menced,  connecting  the  navigab}e  waters  of  the  Raisin  with 
those  of  the  lake.  Although  congress,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  state  work,  has  made  liberalappropriations  for  the 
construction  of  said  canal,  and  the  city  of  Monroe  have  made 
a  loan  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  (which  I  am  informed 
is  mostly  expended,)  for  the  improvement  of  the  river,  yet  the 
work  remains  unfinished,  and  will  require,  to  make  it  accessible 
as  the  friends  of  the  project  anticipated,  a  further  appropriation 
from  government,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  complete  the  work.  It  is  well  known  to  the  citizens  of 
Monroe,  that  I  have  ever  entertained  the  opinion  that  their  in- 
terest, and  also  the  great  interest  of  the  state,  would  be  best 
promoted  by  the  construction  of  the  southern  railroad  to  the 
mouth  of  the  United  States'  ship  canal,  or  the  connection  with 
some  other  railroad,  terminating  at  some  navigable  point  on 
lake  Erie. 

This,  in  any  case,  however,  is  a  matter  of  inquiry,  whether 
it  becomes  the  state  of  Michigan  any  longer  to  rely  on  the  jfea- 
sibijity  and  construction  of  said  canal  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, for  the  construction  of  one  of  its  most  important  public 
works  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  Eric. 

The  River  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  railroad,  as  far 'as  comple- 
ted, (except  it  has  not  been  ironed,)  has  been  constructed  In  a 
substantial  manner,  of  the  same  width  of  the  southern  if6ad, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  comparatively  small  expenditure,  will 
render  it,  in  every  respect,  suitable  for  the  use  of  the  stafe  as 
a  convenient  connecting  link  with  the  navigation  of  the  lake. 

The  said Toad  connects  with  navigation  at  La  Plaisanccbap 
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iKrfaere  it  is  afforded  a  commodious  harbor  to  float  and  shelter 
the  largest  craft  navigating  the  lake.  There  to  has  been  coo- 
structed,  by  the  fostering  aid  of  the  general  governmenty  an  ex- 
tensive break- water,  which  has  tended  materially  to  widen  and 
deepen  the  channel;  also  a  light  house  to  enable  vessels  to  en- 
ter the  harbor  in  the  night. 

Individual  enterprise  has  done  much  towards  making  this 
point  accessible.  They  have  constructed,  in  connection  with 
the  railroad,  an  extensive  bridgeway,  wharf,  a  large  and  com- 
modious warehouse,  and  other  accommodations  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  road  at  its  termination  at  La  Plaisance  bay. 
Thus  affording  every  facility  for  immediate  business;  a  matter 
of  no  small  importance  to  the  state,  in  order  to  render  their 
own  works  what  they  were  intended,  by  the  act  authorizing 
their  construction.  I  am  unable  to  see  any  other  reasonable 
way  that  the  southern  railroad  can  command  business  for  some 
time  to  come  except  by  the  above  connection. 

I  do  not  anticipate  that  my  suggestions  are  to  form  a  guiding 
land-mark  in  the  deliberations  of  your  committee;  my  aim  has 
been  to  communicate  my  private  views,  (which  I  believe  are 
the  views  of  a  respectable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Monroe,) 
for  reasons  as  stated  in  the  fore  part  of  this  communication. 

If  the  views  herein  expressed,  shall  be  of  any  service  to  a 
company,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  strong  claims  for  evenhand- 
ed  justice  at  the  hs^nds  of  this  legislature;  and  your  honorable 
committee,  deem  my  excuse  suincient  to  exempt  me  from  any 
answer  on  your  part,  then  the  object  for  which  tliis  communis 
cation  was  intended,  will  have  been  accomplished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfullv  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  S.  BUTTON. 
Chief  Engineer^  S.  it  ii.>  S.  M. 


[No.  25.] 

Report  of  the  conamittee  on  the  judiciary  who  were 
instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  house,  to  inquire 
into  the  constitutionality  of  section  three,  four, 
five  and  six,  of  chapter  two,  title  one,  part  first  of 
ttie  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  applications  to  the 
legislature  by  petition  or  memorial* 

5fb  the  Speaker: 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  constitutionality  of  sections  three,  four,  five  and 
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8«3Cy  of  chapter  two,  title  one^  part  one  of  the  revip^  statute^ 
relating  to  applications  to  the  legislature  by  petition  or  memo* 
rial,  respectfully  report:  That  they  have  had  the  subject  upder 
consideration  and  that  by  a  reference  to  the  twentieth  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  it  will  be 
seea  that  several  very  important  rights  are  therein  guaranteed 
to  the  people;  among  wnich  is  the  inestimable  right  of  peti- 
tioaing  the  legislature  for  the  redresa  of  grievances;  and  by 
the  next  succeeding  section  of  the  same  article  it  is  declared 
that  '^  all  acts  of  the  legislature,  contrary  to  that  or  any  other 
article  of  the  constitution  shall  be  void."  Your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  sections  of  the 
constitution  above  cited,  guaranty  to  the  people,  not  only  the 
r^ht  of  presenting  at  all  times  to  the  legislature  petitions  for 
the  redress  of  grievances,  but  also  of  having  such  petitions 
received,  duly  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  legislature*<«r 
and  that  any  act  of  the  legislature,  tending  to  abridge  U^s 
right  in  the  slightest  degree  would  be  unconstitutional  a^d  void. 
Your  committee  would  further  represent  that  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  chapter  to  which  their  attention  was 
directed  by  said  resolution,  provided  that  notice  of  such  peti- 
tion or  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  legislature,  shall  be 
given  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed,  to  the  various  individ- 
uals and  private  or  public  corporations  that  may  be  interested 
in  the  subject  of  such  petition  or  memorial,  at  least  thirty  daSjis 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the  legii^atij^e;  to 
which  such  petition  or  memorial  is  to  be  presented;  and  that 
consequently  by  the  provisions  of  those  sections  whenever  any 
grievance  may  arise  during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  or 
within  thirty  days  immediately  previous  thereto,  the  persons 
aggrieved  would  be  wholly  estopped  from  exercising  the  right 
of  petition  guaranteed  to  them  oy  the  express  letter  of  the 
constitution,  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  even  though  tho 
session  might  continue  during  the  whole  year. 

Your  committee  would  further  represent  that  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  chapter,  declares  that  no  petition  shall  be 
received  or  acted  upon  by  the  legislature,  when  the  same  h$^ 
been  in  circulation  more  than  six  months  before  the  presenta- 
tion thereof  to  the  legislature,  or  when  the  nanies  of  the  sul^ 
scribers  thereto  shall  be  written  on  a  separate  sheet  or  piece 
of  paper  from  the  petition  or  memorial — a  provision,  winch, 
although  it  may  not  tend  as  directly  to  defeat  the  important 
right  of  petitioning  as  those  contained  in  the  before  mentioned 
sections,  nevertheless,  in  the  opinion  of  your .  committee,  re- 
stricts and  abridges  that  right  by  confining  tbe  exercise  of  it  to 
a  limited  and  circumscribed  period  of  time.  For,  in  the  opin- 
ioB  of  your  committee,  if  the  legisktixre  could  have  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  Umit  the  time,  during  which  petitions  and 
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memorials  to  be  presented  to  the  legi stature  should  be  allowed 
to  be  circulated  to  a  period  of  six  months,  they  might,  by  a 
parity  of  reasoninp,  still  limit  that  period  to  a  single  day,  and 
thereby  substantially  defeat  one  of  the  most  inestimable  rights 
guaranteed  by  our  constitution  to  the  people  of  Michigan. 

Your  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  said  third, 
fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  chapter  to  which  their 
inquiry  was  directed  by  the  aforesaid  resolution,  are  unconsti- 
tutional and  void.  Your  committee  have  accordingly  deemed 
it  advisable  to  report  to  the  house  a  joint  resolution  expressive 
of  the  result  of  their  inquiry. 

D.  C.  WALKER, 
In  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  J[Rchigan,  That  sections  three,  four,  five '  and  six,  of 
chapter  two,  title  one,  part  first  of  the  revised  statutes,  relating 
to  applications  to  the  legislature  by  petition  or  memorial,  are 
unconstitutional  and  void. 


[No.  26.] 

Report  of  the  Hon.  Rix  Robinson,  Commissioner  of 

Internal  Improvement,  relative  to  individual  awards. 

* . 

Office  op  Internal  Improvement,  > 
Detroit^  February  3,  1840.      \ 

To  the  Hon.  HenhV  Acker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rrpresenfative^: 

Sir— The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  commissioners  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  your 
honorable  body,  adopted  on  the  1st  instant,  respectfully  re- 
ports: ' 

That  the  commissioners  of  appraisals  have  made  the  follow- 
ing awards  to  individuals,  on  the  several  works  of  internal  im- 
provements, viz:  on  the 

Central  Railroad. 
1839. 

May  16,  To  Justin  Baker,  damages  for 

right  of  way  and  making 
fence,  #18  00 

"  William  Warner,  for  kndi' 


Carried  forward,  $ 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS-  IW 

Brought  forward^'  .# 

conveyed  to  the  stiite,  70  00 

daniage  done  orchard,   '  30  00 

'"         "  building  site,         200  00 
building  300.  rode. of  fence,  - 
to    be    done    ivithin   six  < 
months  of  the  completion 
of  said  road,  80  00 

contingent  damages^  not 
above  enumerated,  20  00 


1840. 

Jan.    8.  To  John  Gilbert,  for  damages  by 

excavation  out  side  the  line 
of  100  feet  in  width,  aad  by 
overflowing,  60  00 

damages  done  by  slashing 
timber,  '  100  00 

3,413  feet  of  timber,  3  cts. 
per  foot, '  proved  by  the  af- 
fidavits of  superintendents,     102  39 

18,     "  H.  Arnold,  for  excavation 

of  100  feet,  25  00 

damages  done  by  leaving 

'  a  strip  or  gore  of  land,  .  25  00 

making  and  keeping  in  re* 
pair  the  fence,  •■  >  .         .  80  00 


■■  '*i»* 


I , '.  « 't 


Carried  forward, 
*Appeded«      tPaid. 


:.^.) 


*400  00 


1252  89 


*130  00 


add  for  the  right  of  way  if     m     * 

it  should  prove  not  to  have       .  i  ' 

been  released,  »!  *100  00 

14,     *'  James  Forsyth,  for  damages : ' 

to  his  garden  in  the  viUage         )  ' 

ofYpsilanti,  by  water' and 

sand  drift,  f .  t25  00 

10,     **  C.K.  Green,  for  damagesl)y  :  J      ! 

location  of  said  road. acrbssi  '     .   . 

lots  No.  19  and  20,  in'the^  .i  / 

village  of  DeaAorhville^  Jot    , 

19,  tlO;  lot  20,  015,  i  :  25  00 

4,     **  Joshua  Howard,  for  dama-    . 

ges   by    location /of   said  .    ..;;[ 

road  across  lots  in  village 

of  Dearbomville,  No.  22^ 
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Brought  forwardy  $ 

25^27,  30,  37,  east  of  the 

I)ublic  square,  at  fifteen  dol- 
ors each,  76  00 
damages  to  lot  17  and  18, 
as  above,  $25  each,                  50  00 

10,  To  Olncy  Hawkins,  for  right  of 

way,  100  feet  in  width,  75  00 

making  and  keeping  fences 

in  repair  on  both  sides  of 

the  line  of  100  feet,  100  00 

rendering  the  land  of  less 

value  between  tlie  railroad 

and  the  river,  east  of  the 

saw-mill  50  00 

damages  done  the  garden 

and  bouse,  by  locating  the 

road  so  near,  and  rendering 

the    marsh    less  Valuable 

west  of  the  saw-mill,  75  00 


125  0(F 


300  00 


Dec.  13,     '*  Elizabeth  James,  for  damage 

'  to  south  half  of  lot  No.  18, 

in  the  village  of  Dearborn-' 

ville,  10  00 

30,     *'  De  Garmo  Jones,  for  dama- 

'  ges  done  to  a  strip  of  land 

•  about  400  feet  in  length  by 

forty  feet  in  width,  on  the 

Chicago   road  and  within 

'  the  corporation  of  the  city 

of  Detroit,  abont  equal  to 
four  city  lots,  1,000  oa 

11,     "  Phillip  Sines,  for  damages 
'     '  *  done  by  overflowing   his 

land,  in  full  consideratioo 

for  such  damages,  75  00 

II,     '*  James  Scbolefieki,  for dama'^ 

ges  don^  by  catting  through 

<  -  his  land,removing  the  fencer 

&c.,  &e*,  85  OOF 

land  taken  fdr  use  of  said 

road,  50  00 


ii 


«Mi**l«> 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  9  - ;  •    ' 

expense   of  removing   his  ' 
house,  fences,  &c.,  25  00 

-^ 100  00 

1840. 

Jan.  13,  To  Orrin  White,  agent  of  A.Lin- 

coto,  for  right  of  way,  (if 
not  already  released,)  100 
feet  in  width,  through  his 
premises,  and  for  fencing 
the  same  and  keeping  it  in 
repair,  200  00 

13,  "  Orrin  White,  agent  for  A. 
Lincoln,  for  a  bill  of  tim- 
ber, ceriified  to  by  F.  Hub- 
bard, 5,548  feet,  at  2  centa 
per  foot,  running  measure,   <H10  96 

-310  96 

11,  "  D wight  Keliogs:,  for  a  . 
claim  for  damages  to  premi- 
ses on  which  he  resides,  in 
the  village  of  Ana  Arbor, 
and  for  which  he  claims 
the  sum  of  ^3,000,  No  damages. 

10,  "  John  Ready,  for  a  claim  for 
damages  to  lot  J\o.  31,    in 
the  village,  of   Dearbom- 
.ville,  do 

4,  "  Timothy  Showerman,  for  a 
claim  for  damages  for  inju- 
ry to  his  furnace  -situated 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Hu- 
ron river  in  the  village  of 
Ypsilanti,  do 

Southern  Railmad. 

1840.  -^  5 

Jan.       8,  "  Samuel  Bayliss.  for  right  of   • 

way,  170  rods  in  length  by  •• 

100   feet  wide,    the  most-  «» 
part  of  it  being  improved,-  175' »00 
..  fencing  340  rods,    /;  .      •■  188-00 
damages'  by  deep  cutting,  ' 

and  depositing  an  embank*    .    •<    > 
mentofearth  outside  of  100    • 
feet  in  width,  100  00 

''  Samuel  Bayliss,  for  damage 

Carried  forward,   •  ••  • 

(H.  R.  Doc.]  26 
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Brought  forward,  9  9 

done  his  crops,  25  00 

making  two  crossings  on 
*              said  road,  30  00 

Jan»   10,      To  Benjamin  Brown,  for  the 

right  of  way,  100  feet  wide,  100  00 
making  the  fence  on  both 
sides,  and  keeping  the  same 
in  repair,  72  00 

damage  done  by  the  deep 
cut,  and  the  earth  thrown 
out  on  both  sides,  100  00 

removing  the  fence  and  ma- 
king  the  necessary  cros- 
sings over  the  U'ack,  50  00 

8,  **  Jesse  Cram,  for  56  rods  of 

fence,  22  40 

wheat  destroyed,  15  00 

damage   done   by   leaving 
th^  gore  or  strip  on  the 
south  side  of  the   cutting,     40  00 
making  the  necessary  cros- 
sings, 25  00 

Benjamin  Clark,  for  making 
160  rods  of  fence,  64  00 

rendering  the  land  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road  less 
valuable,  by  leaving  a  strip 
or  gore,  36  00 

right  of   way,  if  not  re- 
leased, to  be  added,  50  00 
10,  "  E.  L.  Clark,  for  the  right  of 
way  in  a  strip  of  one  hun- 
dred feet  in  width,  being 
about  3i  acres,  70  00 
170  rods  of  fence,  and  keep- 
ing it  in  repair,  08  00 
damage  done  by  leaving  the 
land  in  its  present  shape,  40  00 
making  the  necessary  cross* 
.  ings,                                          22  00 


Carried  forward, 


466  09 


322  oa 


102  40 


100  00 


200  00 
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Brought  forward,  f 

JaiL  8,  To  A«  J.  Comstock,  for  land  ta- 
ken for  use  of  said  road,  for 
fencing  the  same,  and  for 
damage  done  by  leaving 
the  landinitspresentahape,  280  09 
A  fraction  ot  land  joining 
the  town  line  of  the  villaM 
of  Adrian,  being  the  right 
of  way,  200  08 

the  right  of  way,  100  feet 
in  width,  through  a  section 
of  land  near  the  village  of 
Adrian,  and  for  making  the 
fences  not  above  enumera- 
ted, ^0  00 


10,  "  Sylvanus  Culver,  for  the 
right  of  way,  1 00  feet  wide, 
fence  on  both  sides,  and 
keeping  the  same  in  repair, 
and  making  the  necessary 
crossings,  192  00 

excavation  outside  the  line 
of  100  feet,  8  00 


^800  00 


11,  "  Oliver  L.  Church,  for  right 
of  way  through  the  land, 
most  of  it  being  marsh,  15  00 

damage  done  the  land  left, 
on  the  south  side  of  said 
road,  15  00 

making  fence  and  keeping 
in  repair,  80  00 

8,  ■**  Evan  Dorr,  for  damage  done 

his  orchard,  120  00 

140  rods  of  fence,  70  00 

damage,  by  earth  thrown 
over  the  embankment,  80  00 

damage  done  his  house,  and 
leaving  the  land  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  on  each  side  of 
said  road,  150  00 


iOO  08 


80  08 


11,  "  Gilbert  Gage,  for  the  right 
Carried  forward, 


400  00 


M^HMM 


Appealed. 
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Brought  forward,  $  $ 

of  way,  100  feet  wide,  140  00 

making  fence,  and  the  ne- 
cessary crossing  places, 
and  keeping  the  same  in 
repair,  136  00 

other  damages  not  herein 
enumerated,  24  00 

Jan.  10,  To  Walter  Gage,  for  the  right 

of  way,  100  feel  wide,  50. 00 

making  fence  on  both  sides, 
and  making  crossings,  128  00 

leaving  the  land  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  22  00 


S, 


a 


8, 


<( 


Barsilla  J.  Harvey,  for  right 
of  way,  160  rods,  100  feet 

wide, 

140  00 

320  rods  of  fence. 

128  00 

damage  done  by  throwing 
the  earth  over  the  line  of 

100  feet  wide, 

30  00 

rendering  the  strip  on  the 
south  side  of  road  ess  valu- 

, 

able, 

50  00 

damage  done  the  spring, 
Henry  Todd,  for   right   of 

27  00 

way,  assuming  it  has  not 
been  released  to  the  state. 

but  if  so,  this  item  to  be  de- 

ducted, 

100  00 

fencing  170  rods, 

68  00 

damages  by  embanking  and 
deep  cutting, 

50  00 

11,  "  Jacob  Jackson,  for  land  ta- 
ken for  right  of  way,  320  00 
cutting  off  the  spring  of 
water,  280  00 
excavation  out  side  the  line, 
leaving  the  gore  next  the 
traveled  road,  and  making 
and  keeping  fence  in  repair,     150  00 

11,     "  Walter  B.  Thompson,  for, 

Carried  forward, 


300  00 


200  00 


218  00 


750  00 
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Brought  forward,  $  $ 

right  of  way,  70  00 

making  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair the  fence  on  both  sides,       70  00 


140  00 


Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal. 

1840. 
Jan.  4,  To  Lansing  B.  INIizner,  for  ma- 
king 271  rods  of  fence  on 
each  side  of  the  canal,  a- 
mounting  in  all  to  542  rods, 
at  40  cents  per  rod,  216  80 

constructing  the  necessary 
bridges  or  crossings,  thro' 
the  land  so  far  as  the  canal 
runs,  100  00 


*316  80 


11,  "  Robert  L.  Sheldon,  for  the 
right  of  way,  100  feet  wide, 
estimated  at  18  acres,  270  00 

500  rods  of  fence,  200  00 

constructing  two   suitable 
bridges  for  use  of  his  farm,     300  00 
making  a  culvert   on    the 
low  lands,  75  00 

excavation  outside  the  line, 
and  injury  done  his  dam,  50  00 

stoppage  of  saw  mill,  130 
days,  at  $2  per  day,  260  00 

removing  his  fence,.  10  00 

damage  done  his  mill  race,       25  00 


*1,190  00 

The  above  statement  contains  all  the  information  which  can 
be  obtained  from  the  papers  filed  in  this  office,  (copies  of  which, 
if  required,  can  be  furnished  at  an  early  day,)  and  as  the  com- 
missioners to  settle  claims  for  damages  are  a  separate  body,  ap- 
pointed under  the  24ih  section  of  the  act  for  the  regulation  of 
internal  improvements,  &c.,  approved 'April  20,  1839,  and  they 
not  being  required  by  said  law  to  report  to  the  board  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  I  would  respectfully  refer  your  honorable 
body  to  said  commissioners,  for  a  more  detailed  statement  of 
their  doings,  if  such  should  be  required. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

RIX  ROBINSON,  Presided. 

•Paid. 


206  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

[No.  27.] 

Office  of  State  Geologist,  ) 
Detroit^  February  3,  1840.    \ 

T6  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hoitse  of  Representatives: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  hon» 
house  of  representatives,  the  third  annual  report  and  accom- 
panying  documents  from  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 

State  Geologist 


To  the  Hon.  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ofMchir 

gan: 

I  have  the  honor  again  to  lay  before  you  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  the  geological  survey  of  our  state,  together 
with  the  general  condition  of  the  department  that  has  been 
placed  under  my  charge, 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  all  that  has 
been  accomplished,  for  to  lay  before  you  at  this  time  these  un- 
digested and  unfinished  details  would  seem  to  be  in  a  measure 
unnecessary,  from  the  fact  that  I  am  called  upon  at  the  close 
of  the  work  to  embody  in  a  connected  and  uniform  report,  the 
complete  results  of  all  that  may  be  accomplished. 

Since  the  date  of  the  lasf  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you,  the  geological  and  topographical  portions  of 
the  work  entrusted  to  my  charge  have  progressed  as  rapidly 
and  steadily  towards  completion,  as  the  circumstances  connec- 
ted with  the  immense  labor  to  be  performed,  would  permit. 
These  labors  have  extended  over  a  large  portion  of  the  orga- 
nized counties  of  the  state,  and  of  many  of  these  the  complete 
field  notes  for  the  surveys  have  been  returned.  The  minute 
examinations  of  these  counties  has  chiefly  been  assigned  to  the 
geological  assistants,  Messrs.  Douglass  and  Hubbard,  and  their 
reports  embracinfr  a  programme  of  their  labors,  for  the  season, 
are  hereto  appended.  As  these  reports  refer  to  many  of  those 
practical  subjects  which  would  be  considered,  were  I  to  report 
upon  my  own  labors  in  these  counties,  I  have  deemed  it  unne- 
cessary at  this  time  to  refer  particularly  to  the  geology  of  this 
section  of  the  state. 

northern  or  uppper  peninsula. 
General  description  and  Topographical  features. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  performed  in  the  southern  peninsu- 
la of  our  state,  a  portion  of  the  season  has  been  devoted  to  an 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  207 

examination  of  the  southern  slope  of  that  part  of  the  upper  or 
northern  peninsula,  extending  irom  the  Sault  de  Ste  Marie,  to 
the  mouth  of  Menominee  river  of  Green  Bay;  a  district  of  coun- 
try, which  with  very  few  exceptions,  is  a  perfect  wilderness, 
but  which,  nevertheless,  is  deserving  of  all  the  labor  which  has 
been  bestowed  upon  its  examination. 

A  general  description  of  that  portion  of  the  northern  penin- 
sula, lying  between  the  foot  of  lake  Superior  and  the  mouth  of 
Menominee  river  of  Green  Bay,  since  the  country  is  butliltle 
understood,  may  not  be  misplaced,  though  it  had  been  my  in- 
tention to  avoid  at  this  thnCy  all  details,  exqept  such  as  might 
be  directly  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  work  under  con- 
sideration; 

The  district  of  country  alluded  to,  is,  perhaps,  more  varia- 
ble in  its  topographical  features,  in  the  composition  of  its  soils, 
and  the  character  of  its  timber,  than  any  portion  of  equal  ex- 
tent of  the  southern  peninsula,  and  cold  and  inhospitable  as  the 
climate  has  been  wont  to  bo  considered  by  our  citizens,  there 
are  many  of  the  elements  of  competence  and  wealth  contained 
m  it. 

The  very  extremity  of  the  peninsula,  embracing  most  of  that 
country  lying  east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  Sault  de  Ste 
Marie,  to  the  island  of  Mackinac,  compared  with  the  more 
westerly  part  of  the  upper  peninsula,  is  either  flat  or  slightly 
undulating,  and  it  embraces  marshy  districts  of  large  extent. 
Most  of  the  coast  is  skirted  by  islands,  giving  great  beauty  to 
the  scenery.  The  immense  number  of  these  islands,  skirting 
the  easterly  portion  of  the  coast,  is  beyond  conception,  for  they 
form,  as  it  were,  an  almost  inextricable  labyrinth,  giving  rise 
to  narrow  and  intricate  channels,  and  again  widening  into  what 
may^  with  propriety,  be  called  small  lakes.  This  feature  of 
the  coast  has  served  to  render  the  published  maps  of  this  dis- 
trict more  imperfect  than  those  of  any  other  portion  of  our 
state,  for  which  reason,  an  unusual  degree  of  labor  has  been 
devoted  to  a  corrreciion  of  these  geographical  inaccuracies.* 

But  in  no  portion  of  the  country  is  this  insular  character  so 
largely  developed  as  in  that  arm  of  lake  Huron,  which  forms, 
as  it  were,  the  embouchure  of  Ste  Marie  river.  Here  are 
literally  hundreds  of  islands,  varying  in  size  from  those  com^ 
posed  of  a  mere  point  of  fock,  to  those  of  many  thousands  of 
acres  in  superficial  extent. 

The  soil  and  adaptation  of  these  islands  to  the  purposes  of 
agriculture,  is  as  variable  as  their  size.  Yet,  while  portions  of 
them  are  adapted  to  use  for  agriculture,  by  far  the  larger  pro- 
portion will  scarcely  admit  of  this  application. 

*In  my  labors  to  produce  correct  maps  of  this  difficult  section  of  country,  invalua- 
ble aasiatance  was  rendered  by  Jas.  L.  echoolcraftt  Esq.,  whose  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  coimtry,  and  minute  observations,  recorded  through  a  series  of  years,  have 
enabled  me  to  reach  a  much  greater  degree  of  perfection  than  otherwise  could 
have  been  done. 
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In  the  vicinity  of  Pte  Detour  of  lake  Huron,  the  country  ib 
flat,  with  ridges  only  slightly  elevated,  and  with  intervening 
marshes;  but  as  we  proceed  westerly,  it  gradually  becomes 
more  elevated,  until  (a  little  east  from  the  island  of  Mackinac,) 
it  rises  in  abrupt  hills  to  a  height  varying  from  one  hundred 
and  filty,  to  three  hundred  feet,  and  these  hills  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  straits,  approach  near  to  the  coast. 

The  range  of  nills,  of  which  these  outliers  may  be  consider* 
ed  the  commencement,  continue  in  a  somewhat  broken  chain, 
usually  at  no  very  great  distance  from  the  coast,  as  far  west 
as  Little  bay  du  Noquet;  from  whence  they  bear  north-wester- 
ly, stretchinir  towards  lake  Superior.  These  hills  usually  form 
great  undulations,  with  their  sides  sloping  away  gradually,  but 
occasionally  naked  cliffs  of  limestone  appear.  Usually  the 
cliffs  are  of  no  iireat  altitude,  and  at  no  place  did  I  observe 
them  so  largely  exposed  as  upon  the  coast  of  Great  and  Little 
bay  du  Noquet,  upon  the  easterly  side  of  the  former  of  which, 
they  attain  an  altitude  of  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet. 

The  bays,  just  alluded  to,  forming  as  they  do,  deep  indentar 
tions  from  the  head  of  Green  Bay,  give  a  peculiar  feature  to 
this  part  of  the  coast  They  furnish  a  complete  shelter  for 
shipping,  and  being  surrounded  by  a  country  whicli  is  mostly 
well  adapted  to  agriculture,  their  importance  of  position  can- 
not fail,  eventually,  to  be  appreciatecL 

The  soil  of  the  southern  slope  of  the  upper  peninsula,  passes 
almost  imperceptibly,  through  all  the  shades  of  variety,  from 
a  whitish  silicious  sand  and  sandy  loam,  (not  unfrequently  mixed 
with  gravelly  limestone,)  to  that  composed  wholly  of  pebbles 
of  limestone.  Clay  soil  is  exceedingly  rare,  and  when  it  does 
occur,  contains  a  very  large  proportion  of  lime  in  its  composi- 
tion. 

The  timber  of  this  district  has  all  the  variety  which  would 
be  looked  for  on  soils  of  so  changeable  a  character.  It  varies 
from  the  scrubby  pines  which  characterize  the  pine  barrens,  to 
beautifully  timbered  tracts  of  sugar  maple;  the  latter  timber 
having  almost  invariably  interspersed  with  it  white  cedar  and 
spruce,  these  latter,  together  with  birch,  in  fact,  forming  the 
larger  proportion.  White  pine  occasionally  occurs,  though 
more  frequently  in  the  westerly  than  in  the  easterly  portion  of 
the  country  alluded  to.  As  a  whole,  the  western  portion  is 
much  more  favorable  to  agriculture  than  the  eastern. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  peninsula  being  of  no  great  widthy 
furnishes  but  few  streams  of  any  considerable  size.  Among* 
these,  the  Monominee,  Monistique  and  Menecockien  rivers  are 
more  particula;ly  deserving  of  notice.  The  two  former,  from 
their  greater  size,  together  with  the  peculiar  advantages  which 
xist  at  their  points  of  embouchure,  will  only  be  considered. 
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Tbe  Motiiddque  rivier^  which  enters  lake  Michigan  near  its 
nortb-westerly  angle,  at  a  distance  of  about  thirty^five  miles 
Aortli-easterly  from  Pte  Detoor  of  Green  bay,  has  its  place 
of  embouchure  in  a  small  bay,  that  serves  to  afibrd  a  partial 
protection  from  the  heavy  surf  of  the  lake.  The  stresien,  at 
yin  immediate  mouth,  has  a  width  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet;* 
but  this  width  is  subject  to  considerable  variation  in  conse- 
qaenceof  the  sands  which  are  subject  to  drifting,  from  the 
^ect  of  .the  currents  of  the  lake  and  river.  Ascending  the 
stream  but  a  few  rods,  it  suddenly  expands  into  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  giving  rise  to  a  small  lake,  that  has  a  length 
somewhat  exceeding  half  a  mile,  and  a  width  varying  from' 
oaie^fborth  to  one^third 'of  a  mile.  This  small  lake,  which  fur- 
nishes a  safe  and  convenient  harbor  for  vessels,  is  surrounded 
by  moderately  efevated  and  undulating  sandy  plains,  sustaining 
a  sparse  growth  of  small  yellow  pines.  The  channel  of  the 
stream  will  admit  the  entrance  of  vessels  drawing  from  seven 
to  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  Monistique  river  enters* 
this  small  lake  at  its  northerly  end,  and  has  here  a  ''rapid" 
over  limestone  m  place^  which  will  furnish  a  fine  hydraulic 
power,  so  situated  that  it  may  be  nearly  approached  by  ves*- 
selsf  and  which  cannot  fail  eventually  to  be  of  vast  importance 
ki  advancing  the  settlement  of  the  surrounding  country; 

The  Monistique  river  has  its  source  in  the  highlands  north-^ 
easterly  from  its  mouth,  and  its  sources  interlock  with  the 
head  waters  of  the  Tonquoimenon  riv  er  of  lake  Superior.  In 
its  coarse  to  lake  Michigan,  it  frequently  expands  into  small- 
and  beautiful  lakes.  It  passes  through  a  country,  a  large  por- 
tion of  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  agricultiire^ 
and  which,  at  those  points  where  the  sol  I  has  been  cultivated  by 
the  Indians,  produces  abundant  crops  of  corn,  potatoes,  &g.  * 

Menominee  river  of  Green  bay,  one  portion  of  the  defined* 
boundary  between  our  own  state  and  Wisconsin,  is  a  muchiar*< 

Sr  stream  than  that  just  alluded  to.  Its  embouchure  into  Green? 
y  18  by  a  broad  mouth,  that  may,  in  £ict,  be  r^arded  as  a* 
narrow  lake,  which  has  a  width  varying  from  forty  to  one  bun-- 
ired  rodsy  and  a  length  somewhat  exceeding  one  and  a  half 
miles.  The  sboiies,  at  the  immediate  mouth  of  the  stream,  aii& 
flat  and  marshy,  with  narrow  ridges  of  sand,  but  at  a  distance 
somewhat  more  than  half  a  mile  above,  they  bej^in  gradually! 
to  rise,  until  they  fibaliy  attain  an  elevation  oi  from <  ten.  to 
twelve  feet  above  the  water  of  the  river.  rJ 

At  a  distaioce  of  somewhat  more  than  one  and  a  half  mileS' 
from  its  oHyuih,  the  stream,  which  is  here  much  diminished  im 
width,  forms  a  '^rapid"  over  a  ledge  of  limerock,  having  a  fall  o£ 
tea  to  twelve  feet  in.  a  distance  which  may  be  estimated  >at  half 
&  mile^  thus  giving  rise  to  an  amount  of  hydraulic  power,} 
which,  at  this  point,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value. 

[H.  R.  Doc]  27 
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Above  these  rapids,  the  river,  for  a  distance  ofitwiBntjr-five 
miles,  has  a  width  varying  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  -foor 
hundred  feet  The  bottom  is  chiefly  composed  of  gttbvel,  ba4 
there  are  occasional  rapids  over  limerock  in  place. 

The  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  tbe  stream,  is  chiefly 
composed  of  a  dark  colored  sand,  or  sandy  loam,  largely  imh 

i>re§^ated  with  lime,  and  it  produces  good  crops:  of  wheats  baivi 
ey,  rye,  oats,  potatoes  and  corn.  The  extensive  Indian  fields^ 
now  mostly  uncultivated,  show  this  to  have  been  the  residenoe 
of  a  numerous  band  of  Indians,  and  that  they  must  have  de« 
pended  largely  on  the  products  of  the  soil  for  subsistence^  Tha 
miserable  remnants  that  remain  of  these  original  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  have  almost  completely  abandoned  its  cultivatioiDy 
having  placed  their  dependence  for  subsistence,  through  most 
o(  the  season,  upon  the  fish  which  are  taken  abundantly  in  the 
stream. 

Upon  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  Monominee  river,  two  saw 
mills  have  been  erected,  one  of  which  has  been  in  operation  fo0 
several  years,  and  two  or  three  families  of  whites  are  resident 
there.  Extensive  fields  have  .been  put  under  cultivation  and 
have  not  failed  to  yield  an  abundant  return  of  crops. 

The  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Monominee  river  may  be  pas*^ 
sed  at  ordinary  stages  of  water,  by  vessels  drawing  from  sev^ 
to  eight  feet,  and  after  this  bar  be  passed,  the  largest  class  of 
vessels  may  ascend  nearly  to  the  rapids  before  mentioned. 

The  many  advantages  existing  at  the  month  of  this  stream^ 
taken  in  connection  with  the  pine  timber  that  occasiooally 
skirts  its  upper  portions,  cannot  fail  eventually  to  render  ita 
mouth  a  place  of  much  importance. 

Most  of  the  smaller  streams  occurring  between  Monomi* 
nee  river  and  Mackinac,  have  brisk  currents  and  furnish  abuii-> 
dance  of  hydraulic  power,  but  with  one  exception  this  is,  as  yet, 
unapplied.  A  saw  mill  has  been  erected  on  the  Esconnauby 
river  of  Little  bay  du  Noquet,  and  here  are  the  only  signs  of 
civilization  between  the  points  mentioned,  being  an  extent  of 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  coast. 

In  laying  before  you  this  hasty  outline  of  a  portion  of  the 
upper  peninsula  of  our  state,  I  cannot  refrain  alluding  to  the 
unmense  wealth  that  may  be  made  to  flow  from  the  fiaheriea 
by  which  it  is  surrounded. 

The  inducement  ofiered  by  this  branch  of  industry  for  a 
handsome  return  of  profit  must,  I  feel  assured,  eventuate  in  the 
direction  of  a  large  amount  of  capital  to  this  business,  and  will 
no  doubt  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  settlement  of  the 
more  favored  portion  of  the  coast.  It  is  well  known  that  while 
the  waters  of  the  whole  line  of  coast  alluded  to,  furnish  white 
fish  and  trout  more  or  less  abundantly,  there  are,  nevertheless, 
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BUtty  poiaU  wliiob,  from  tb^it  peculiarly  fayorable  locatioD, 
yield  a  more  abundant  return. 

A  portion  of  that  coast,  lying  between  point  Seul  Choix  of 
lake  Michigan,  and  Little  bay  du  Noquet  of  Green  bay,  of- 
fers many  exceedingly  fidvantageous  situations  for  conducting 
this  braaeh  of  enterprise,  and  '<  these  ground"  appear  to  have 
been  wholly  neglected,  or  at  least  none  of  the  usual  evidences 
of  its  having  been  appropriated  to  this  purpose,  exist. 
'  In  connection  with  this  important  branch  of  industry,  which 
has  for  the  last  few  years  been  so  steadily,  yet  imperceptibly 
increasing,  extending  as  it  does  around  the  areas  of  ooth  of  our 
peninsulas,  it  may  not  be  misplaced  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  immense  importance  which  it  must  eventually  hold  in  our 
state.  As  yet,  all  knowledge  of  its  returns  depends  upon  vague 
rumors,  for  no  accurate  data  of  its  value  or  extent  have  as  yet 
been  made.  The  census  to  be  taken  during  the  current  year 
offers  a  favorable  opportunity,  if  the  proper  measures  be  taken 
to  obtain  all  tlie  statistics  which  may  be  required  on  this  sub« 
ject)  and  these  statistics,  if  obtained,  may  be  the  means  of  ena- 
bling the  state  hereafter  to  extend  to  this  branch  of  industry 
the  fostering  care  which  its  importance  deserves. 

GENERAL  GEOLOGY  OF  THE  SOUTH  AND  SOUTH-EASTERLY  PART 

OF  THE  UPPER  PENINSULA. 

• 

The  rocks  of  the  district  of  country  under  consideration  are 
but  little  varied  ;  the  separate  portions,  6ccupying,  for  the 
most  part,  an  extensive  range,  and  in  chemical  cmd  mechanical 
compositjoiy,  bearing  a  close  analogy  to  each  other.  They 
diiefly  consist  of  a  series  of  well  defined  limestones  and  shales, 
that  occupy  the  complete  range  from  Drummond's  island,  of 
lake  Huron,  to  Monominee  river  of  Green  bay. 

These  limestones  and  shales  are  less  perfectly  developed  in 
Iheir  easterly  prolongation;  or  in  other  words,  the  separate 
portions  of  the  formations  thin  out  as  they  approach  the  primar 
ry  region  of  the  Bte  Marie  river.  As  we  proceed  towards  the 
northern  declivity  of  the  upper  peninsula,  the  red  sandstone 
of  lake  Superior,  makes  its  appearance,  underlaying  the  ffrovfpn 
of  limestones  and  shales  before  mentioned. 

These  sandstones  together  ^ith  the  series  of  overlaying 
limestones  ami  shales,  are  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  range  of 
hills  composed  of  primary  rocks,  chiefly  of  quartz,  hornblende 
and  grieenstoni'.  The  boundary  between  the  primary  and  se- 
dimentaiy.  rocks,  is  very  nearly  defined  by  the  course  of  the  Ste 
Marie  river,  which  stream,  through  nearly  its  whole  course 

S asses  very  near  to,  or  directly  along  the  line  of  junction  of 
iese  rocks.     Thus  it  will  readily  be  perceived,  while  the  lime- 
Mones,   shales  and  sandstone  fall  mostly  within  the  tJnited 
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States,  the  primary  rocks  are  chiefly  embraced  wkhiii  the  Bii« 
tish  possessions* 

PRIMARY  ROCKS. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  development  of  the  se« 
ries  of  primary  rocks,  falls  chiefly  easterly  and  north-westerly 
without  the  region  of  country  under  consideration;,  for  which 
reason  such  allusion  only  will  be  made  to  them  as  will  aid  in 
more  clearly  understanding  these  rocks  embraced  within  our 
own  territory. 

Commencing  with  the  main  land  at  the  first,  or  lower  point 
of  contraction  in  the  Montreal  channel  of  the  Ste  Marie  ri- 
ver,  fwhich  contraction  is  formed  by  the  near  approach  of  the 
islana  of  St.  Joseph,  to  the  main  land,  and  is  the  lowest  point 
at  which  any  observations  were  made,)  these  primary  rocks 
stretch  in  a  westerly  direction  across  the  nothern  part  of  the 
island  just  mentioned;  when,  curving  northerly,  they  appear 
on  the  south-easterly  end  of  Sugar  island,  from  which  point 
they  pass  to  the  main  land,  north,  and  skirt  the  easterly  side  of 
Great  lake  George,  forming  here  a  somewhat  elevated  range 
of  hills.  This  range  of  hills,  after  reaching  the  head  of  lake 
George,  pursues  a  westerly  course,  departing  from  the  river, 
until  It  reaches  Gros  Cap  of  lake  Superior. 

The  immense  primary  region  of  which  the  line  described 
may  be  considered,  as  it  were,  a  single  point,  stretches  nearly 
continuously  many  hundred  miles  north-westerly,  skirting  a 
portion  of  the  shores  of  lake  Superior,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  trap  rocks  constituting  the  highlands  between  that  lake  and 
lake  of  the  Woods.  From  these  highlands  it  stretches  a  lit* 
tie  east  of  lake  Winnipeg,  far  to  the  northwest,  finally  consti-* 
tuting  the  immense  '^  barren  grounds'*  of  the  British  possess 
Mons.  It  is  also  well  known  that  this  range  of  primary  rocks 
stretches  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  interior  of  tha 
upper  province  of  Canada. 

The  primary  region  of  the  Ste  Marie  river  and  its  vicinity 
is  characterized  by  the  occurrence  of  rounded  knobs  and  hUls, 
usually  of  no  very  great  height,  though  sometimes  attaining 
an  altitude  of  several  hundred  feet,  frequently  including  basina 
which  usually  contain  more  or  less  water,  thus  givins  rise  to 
a  multitude  of  marshes,  ponds,  and  more  rarely  to  small  lakes* 
Portions  of  the  rocky  surface  are  absolutely  destitute  of  soil, 
the  otherwise  bare  rock  being  usually  more  or  less  covered 
with  a  variety  of  lichenes,  among  which  the  reindeer  moss, 
(Ceoomyce  rangeferina,)  most  largely  abounds.  The  soil  oo- 
curring  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  basins  intervening  between 
the  knobs  of  rock,  is  sometimes  composed  of  vegetable  matter 
mixed  with  siliceous  sand  and  gravel,  washed  from  the  higher 
levels;  while  that  upon  the  hills  is  more  usually  made  up  of  a 
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coarso,  nliceons  sand^  arising  frbm  the  ilbmtegirtitio&  of  tfad 
rocks,  and  is  of  a  very  uDproductive  character.  These  soils 
are  covered  more  or  less  den^y  wifli  aforest,  in  which  ever^ 
green^timber  largely  predominates. 

This  primary  district,  as  a  whole,  is  of  a  most  forbidding 
character,  and  in  it  the  agriculturist  would  find  Ijittlel  of  in- 
terest; for  the  constant  succession  of  bare  rocks  and  barren 
soils,  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  country  of  transition 
rocks  lying  south  frm  it. 

At  that  point  in  the  Montreal  channel  before  alluded  to,  the 
first  perceptible  current  wa3  noticed,  and  this  may,  therefore, 
in  reality,  be  considered  as  the  termination  of  this  arm  of  lake 
Huron,  as  well  as  the  commencement  of  Ste  Marie  river. 
The  stream  is  here  divided  by  a  great  number  of  islands,  and 
these  islands  continue  to  form  an  almost  inextricable  labyrinth 
for  a  distance  of  many  miles. 

On  the  main  land  at  these  "  narrows,"  and  extending  for  se- 
veral miles,  the  knobs  are  composed  of  compact  greenstone, 
occasionally  partaking  of  a  sub-slaty  character,  and  under 
which  cireunCistances,  the  rock  bears  a  close  analogy  to  tome 
of  the  varities  of  primary  argillite* 

Minerals  are  of  rare  occurrence  in  this  greenstone.  Occa? 
sional  minute  chrystals  of  quarts,  feldspar,  imperfect  asjbestusi 
with  some  indistinct  traces  of  carbonate  of  copper,  were  only 
observed. 

In  ascending  the  river,  this  greenstone  was  observed  to  p^BJh 
by  aloK^st  insensible  degrees,  into  a  well  defined  h^irnblenijhQ 
rock,  which  was  noticed  to  form  low  hills  npon.the  main  lan^f 
as  well  as  several  of  the  islands  in  the  stream.  ,  t 

On  the  northern  part  of  the  island  oi!  St.  Joseph,  a  fii^ctiofi 
of  the  south-eastern  part  of  Sugar  island,  and  a  portion  of  xh^ 
main  land  on  the  east,  the  place  of  the  hornblende  rocl^  is  si^ 
plied  by  granular  quartz  rock,  usually  white,  but  sometini^ 
passing  to  a  reddish  or  deep  red  color.  In  character,  it  varies 
firom  a  sub-chrystalline  rock,  translucent  at  the  edges  and  break? 
ing  with  a  conchoidal  fracture,  to  a  ^anular  or  almost  conr 
glomerate  quartz  rock.  Small  quantities  of  hemqtitic  iron  ore, 
and  rav'dy  micaceous  oxide  of  iron,  were  the  only  simple  mine- 
reds  noticed  associated  with  this  rocL  ^ 

In  the  range  of  hills  bounding  the  easterly  side  q{  Great 
lake  George,  talcose  slate  was  observed,  but  to  what  extani 
it  exists,  1  am  unable  to  say.  .  '.    ', 

The  only  district  occupied  by  this  primary  range,  within  "thci 
line  of  boundary  between  our  own  territory  and  thatof  Greaf 
Britain,  is  that  before  mentioned,  upon  the  south-eastej^ly  part 
of  Sugar  island.  The  rock  is,  here,  a  light  colored^  granular 
qoartZy  and  it  occurs,  forming  a  few  low  knobs,  that  opoupy 
but  a  very  small  extent  of  surface,  and  that  at  the  very  ex^ 
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tfemiiy  of  tho  iaiadA.  Fcyr  the  iiiosl  port^  it  ia  hiddea  if om 
Tiew  by  detrital  matter  mingled  with  .large  angular  blocks  of 
quartz  xock^  and  nearly  the  whale  tract  is  clothed  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber. 

SEDIMENTARY    ROCKS. 

,  The  district  of  countiy  stretching  westerly  and  southerly 
from  tho  primary  tract  alluded  to,  is  characterized  by  the  oc- 
currence of  the  red  sandstone  of  lake  Superior,  on  the  north, 
and  the  series  of  overlayldc  limestone  and  shales,  heretofore 
mentioned,  on  ihe  south.  The  contrast,  in  general  contour,  be- 
tween this  and  the  primary  region,  is,  in  all  respects,  charac- 
teristic of  the  different  formations.  Thus,  whife  the  predomi- 
nant feature  of  the  primary  region  is  that  of  a  rugged,  knobby, 
juid  for  the  most  part,  barren  country,  the  district  south  and 
south-westerly  from  it,  rises  in  gradual  swells  or  undulations, 
covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  forest  trees,  and  possessing 
many  tracts  of  soil  which  are  inviting  to  the  agriculturist. 

Jjoke  Superior  Sandstone. 

Although  but  a  small  angle  of  that  country,  which  js  refera- 
ble to  the  red  sandstone  formation  has  beeti  examined  during 
the  past  season,  yet  in  order  to  a  better  understandifig  of  its 
range  and  extent,  it  may  not  be  misplaced  to  refer  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  northern  slope  of  the  upper  penin- 
sula, is  referable  to  this  rock  formation.  Its  continuity  trpon 
the  southerly  shore  of  ^ake  Superior,  being  only  broken  by 
the  occurrence  of  a  comparatively  limited  raftge  of  primary 
and  trap  rocks. 

This  lake  Superior  sandstone,  in  its  easterly  prolongation, 
l^sts  against  and  upon  the  primary  range  of  the  Ste  Marie 
river,  ^fore  described,  while  on  tne  south,  it  is  seen  to  pass 
beneath  the  limestone  at  the  Nebeesh  rapids  of  the  boat  and 
canoe  channels  of  that  river.  The  rapids  or  falls  of  Ste  Mar 
lie  river  are  fohned  by  the  passage  of  the  waters  over  the 
outcropping  edge  of  the  sand  rock,  which  inclines  or  di[M  from 
this  point  southerly;  thus  passing  conformably  b^low  the  lime- 
tftene  before  alluded  to. 

No  cliffs  of  sandrock  occur  m  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Ste  Marie  river,  nor  was  it  noticed,  at  any  point,  to  risenfia*' 
Ay  feet  al)ove  the  surface  of  the  water.  In  fact,  no  opportu- 
bHy  offered  for  a  satisfactory  examination  of  the  rock  excepi 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sault,  at  which  point,  a  ••  race"  for  con- 
ducting the  waters  to  a  saw  milJ,  has  been  excavated,  in  part, 
<ht*ou^  it.  The,  r6ck,  here,  vseries  ffbm  a  Kght  gray  to  a  brick 
fed.  color,  not  unfrequently  being  gray,  with  red  or  reddish 
8pot§,  kikd  in'  structure  it  varies  from  a  compact  sandstone,  oiS^ 
Ctti-ring  in  layers  o^  several  inches  thickness,  to  tha:t  of  a  sbetljr 
or  siib-staty  character.    Through  this '  sabdrock  a  large  pOr- 
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tkA  of  the  canlem|ilaftd  cabal  around  the  faBs  must  be  eai»^ 
vated,  and  occarring^  «s  the  rock  does,  ip  strata  of  no  greati 
tfaickiiess,  but  little  difficulty  will  be  eocountered  ia  the  eXGAr- 
vation,  and  the  work,  wben.onoe  completed,  will  be  .of  a  pern 
loanezit  character. 

This  sandrock,  as  a  material  for  the  structure  of  works  ex*< 
posed  to  the  action  of  the  elements,  is  of  an  inferior  quality, 
and  will  without  doubt,  undergp  more  or  less  rapid  disiategra* 
tk>a»  when  exposed  to  ih&  canjoineid  acttoii  «of  moisture  aod 
ffost.  As  a  material  lor  the  coastructioa  of  ordinary  walls,  it 
wiU  answer  a  g(V>d  parpose. 

I  allude  to  this  subject  the  more  particularly^  at  this  tinbe,  for 
the  reason  that  a  gneat  amount  of  rock,  of  a  suitable  shape  for 
the. construction  of  the  walla  of  the  locks  required  for  the  Ste 
Marie  canal,  will  be  thrown  out  during  the  process  of  eKca- 
vation,  and  which  may  appear  to  be  an  inducement  for  its  use: 
in  that  work.  .  In  a  climate  like  that  of  the  Sault  do  Sto  Marie^ 
this  error  should  be  carefully  avoided;  for  if  the  sandrock  be 
Oaed  for  that  purpose,  but  few  years  will  elapse  before  the 
locks  will  require  reconstruction.  An  example,  i'llustrative  of 
the  effect  of  moisture  and  frost  upon  a  rocic  of  similar  compo- 
sition, is  exhibited  on  the  Erie  canal,  of  New  York,  in  the  old 
aqaeduct  over  Genesee  river,  and  in  severisil  of  the  locks  upon 
that  great  work*  £>urini^  the  few  years  which  have  elapsed 
mce  the  construction  of  these  structures,  the  disintegratinff 
action  of  the  causes  alluded  to,  has  been  rapidly  at  work,  and. 
some  of  those  expensive  structures  are  in  so  precarious  a  con* 
4itk>b  as  already  to  require  reconstruction. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  surveyed  line  of  the  Ste 
Marie  eanal,  transported  masses  of  granite,  hornehlende,  sie- 
mte  and  quartz  rocks  abound,  and  they  may  be  economicallT 
empk>yed  for  the  construction  of  the  proposed  locks  and  wOl 
mabe  an  enduring  structure. 

•  The  lake  Superior  sandstone,  in  its  easterly  prolongation^ 
does  not  attain  a  very  great  thickness;  but  in  proceeding  wes- 
terly this  thickness  is  vastly,  increased,  attaining  on  the  soudi 
shore  of  lake  Superior  to  several  hundred  feet. 

So  far  as  my  examinations,  during  the  past  year  have  extea»^ 
ded,  the  rock  is  destitute  of  fossils,  and  in  fact  after  a  carefid 
^xaminatioa;  (several  years  ago,)  along  its  whole  lioje  of  out* 
crop,  on  the  southerly  shore  of  lake  Superior,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  detect  in  the  rock  a  single  coatakied  fossy^ 

Limerock  ahd  Shales. " 

Passing  from  the  sandstone  of  lake  Superior  to,  or  near  t» 
the  southerly  slope  of  the  upper  peninsula,  we  con^e  upon  a 
series  of  limestones  and  shales,  resting  upon  and  eoncealmg 
the  former  rock.    These  limestones  and  shales  along  the  whole 
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Una  of  coCuity  from  Drummond's  island  of  bike  Huron  to  MoihV 
minee  river  of  Green  bay,  have  a  slight  inclination  to  the 
south,  or  more  nearly  to  the  south  south-east.  Thus  \vhile 
these  rodcs  dip,  in  such  fi  manner  as  to  form  the  basins  of  lakes 
Huron  and  Michi^i^an,  their  upraised  edges  form,  as  it  weie^ 
the  barrier  that  sustains  the  waters  of  lake  Superior  at  their 
present  level. 

'  The  Nebeesh  rapids  of  the  Ste  Marie  river,  at  least  in  the 
two  westerly  chanoets,  is  in  part  over  the  very  lower  portion 
of  these  Itjnestones,  and  by  far  the  lai^er  portion  of  the  small 
streams  along  the  coast,  intervening  between  Pte  Detour  of 
lake  Huron,  and  Menominee  river  of  Green  bay,  have  a  more 
or  less  rapid  descent  over  some  portion  of  the  tiuiestoneseries^' 
Qsually  at  points  not  very  far  from  their  place  of  embOuchure.^ 

'  The  limestones  and  shales  will,  in  the  following  descriptions, 
be  separated  into  two  groups,  reference  being  had  to  their 
constant  eiibraced  fossils  ana  chemical  character.  The  imme* 
diate  line  of  junction  between  these  groups^  is  usnaliy  net  par- 
ticularly distinct,  but  in  the  main  they  are  readily  distinguish^: 
by  the  most  hasty  glance. 

* 

Lower  Limerock  and  Shales. 

Without,  at  this  time,  attaching  to  that  portion  of  the  lime^ 
rock  series  that  immed.ately  overlies  and  rests  upon  the  red 
sandstone  of  lake  Superior,  any  characteristic  n&me,  the  roeks- 
as  a  whole,  will  bo  considered  simply  with  reference  to  the^ 
position  they  occupy  in  relation  to  the  overlaying  and  more 
southerly  limerocks;  nor  will  the  several  beds  into  which  the 
group  may  be  divided  be  considered  separately. 

The  lower  limerocks  and  shales  in  the  district  of  eouhtrif 
under  consideration,  occupy  a  comparatively  small  portion  of 
the  district,  and  do  not  appear  upon  the  coast  except  at  very' 
few  and  distant  points.  The  complete  group  mav  be  described', 
as  a  series  of  compact  and  shaly  limestoneis^  wit^  interstratiii- 
ed,  argillaceous,  blue  colored  shales;  the  shales,  move  particu^' 
Unrly  in  the  western  prolongation,  forming  a  large  portion  of 
the  whole  mass.  The  group  is  more  or  les^s  fossiltferous 
tlurough  it9  whole  range,  being  characterized  by  the  presence 
of  several  species  of  the  genera,  Orthis^  Atrypa,  Dellliyiis; 
and  Strophomena,  and  more  rarely  by  Caiymiene,  Asafphusiand- 
Encrinus.  In  the  western  prolongation  of  these  lower  lime^» 
stones  and  shales,  as  has  before  been  mentioned  with  respect 
to  the  lake  Superior  sandstone,  the  thickness  becomes  very 
much  increased;  while  in  their  near  approach  to  the  primary 
of  the  Ste  Marie  river,  on  the  east  they  thin*  out  and  nearly 
disappear. 

The  lower  portion  of  a  range  of  hills  stretching  along  paral* 
lei  to  and  not  far  distant  from  the  southerly  side  of  Little  bay 
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da  Noquet,  in  consequence  of  their  somewhat  abrupt  terminai^ 
tion  at  the  bay  rnentioned,  expose  a  series  of  rocky  cliffs  of 
exceeding  interest.  The  immediate  line  of  this  coast  is  bound- 
ed in  part  by  perpendicular  or  overhanging  cliffs,  not  usually 
having  an  elevation  of  more  than  thirty  to  forty  feet.  The 
rocks  of  these  cliffs  are  referable  to  the  lower  group  of  limestone 
and  shales,  while  the  hills  rising  abruptly  immediately  inland 
are  capped  by  the  overlaying  or  upper  limestones.  The  cliffs 
immectiately  bounding  the  bay  are  made  up  of  a  series  of  ar- 
mllaceous  limestones  in  thin  strata,  with  intervening  soft  argil- 
laceous slate  of  a  blue  color;  this  slate  constituting  by  far  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  cliffs.  These  shales  which  are  rapidly 
disintegrated  by  the  action  of  moisture  and  frost,  have  been 
thrown  down,  and  swept  away  by  the  waters  below,  while  the 
harder  and  more  compact  strata  of  limestone  having  resisted 
the  action  of  these  causes,  are  left  in  projecting  and  overhang- 
ing cliffs.  Some  portions  of  the  layers  or  strata  of  limestone 
are  almost  wholly  coinposed  of  congeries  of  fossils,  of  the  ge- 
nera before  mentioned,  while  in  otners,  no  fossils  have  been 
detected.  The  same  remarks  respecting  the  fossils  may  also 
apply  to  the  slaty  portions  of  the  group. 

between  Little  bay  du  Noquet  and  Drummond's  island,  the 
lower  group  was  not  noticed  upon  the  coast,  but  in  ascending 
the  Ste  Marie  river,  it  was  seen  at  the  Nebeesh  rapids,  Sai- 
lor's encampment  island,  and  also  on  the  easterly  end  of  the 
island  of  St.  Joseph.  Nearly,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  more 
elevated  parts  of  the  island  last  mentioned,  are  composed  of  the 
upper  lime-rock. 

In  pursuing  the  course  of  out-crop  of  the  lower  group,  from 
the  Nebeesh  rapids,  where  after  thinning  out,  as  has  been  before ' 
stated,  it  is  seen  in  the  bed  of  the  river  resting  immediately 
upon  the  sandstone;  it  stretches  in  an  easterly  direction  across 
great  Sailor's  encampment  island,  and  the  boat  channel,  and 
still  further  easterly  it  no  doubt  comes  in  direct  contact  with 
^e  primary  rocks  of  the  southerly  part  of  Sugar  island,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  northerly  part  of  St.  Joseph  island.  After 
leaving  little  Sailor's  encampment  island,  this  rock  disappears 
beneath  the  highlands  of  the  St.  Joseph,  but  again  re-appears 
in  close  proximity  to  the  primary,  on  the  eastern  side  of  that 
fsland,  about  five  miles  below  Bears'  encampment  island,  of  the 
Montreal  channel.  The  rock,  as  observecl  at  these  points,  is 
riot  only  reduced  very  much  in  thickness,  but  has  also  lost  nearly 
the  whole  of  its  associated  shales. 

At  Sailor's  encampment  island,  where  the  rock  scarcely  ri- 
ses above  the  water,  it  has  the  character  of  a  calcareous  sand- 
stone, with  comparatively  few  fossils;  while  on  the  easterly 
part  of  St.  Joseph,  where  it  rises  to  a  height  of  about  five  feet 
above  the  water,  it  takes  the  character  of  a  flaggy  bitumi- 
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nous  limestone,  of  a  dark  brown  color,  and  is  composed  almoBt 
entirely  of  a  mass  of  those  fossils  which  characterize  the  for* 
mation. 

Upper  Limerocks. 

Upon  the  group  of  lower  limestone  and  shale,  and  differ- 
ing from  it  not  only  in  continued  fossils,  but  also  in  physical 
character,  rests  a  series  of  limerocks,  extending  from  the  Ma- 
nitoulin  islands  of  lake  Huron,  to,  and  including  the  south- 
erly cape  of  Green  bay.  A  strict  consideration  of  the  subject 
connected  with  this  extended  group  of  rocks,  would  perhaps 
call  for  a  division  of  the  mass  into  three  parts,  viz:  the  lower, 
or  Pentamerus  portion;  the  middle,  or  Polypyferiis  portion,  and 
the  upper,  or  Mackinac  and  Manitoulin  portion.  But  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  present  report,  it  is  sufficient  to  consider 
these  separate  rocks  as  a  single  group. 

The  most  casual  observer  of  the  maps  representing  the  north- 
ern and  eastern  parts  of  lake  Huron,  can  scarcely  fail  to  notice 
the  immense  numbers  of  islands  that  are  there  represented. 
The  larger  of  these,  and  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  of  them,  are 
composed  of  limerocks,  referable  to  the  group  under  conside- 
ration. 

Commencing  with  that  group  of  islands  known  as  the  Ma- 
nitoulin chain,  of  which  Drummond's  island  may  be  considered 
the  termination  we^wardly,  the  upper  limestone  is  observed 
to  pass  to  the  main  land,  forming  the  bed  of  the  lake  in  the  in- 
termediate space,  and  to  appear  at  intervals  upon  the  coast,  as 
we  proceed  westwardly.  The  upper  portions  of  the  rock  form 
the  base  of  that  group  of  islands,  east  from  Mackinac,  known 
as  the  Cheneaux,  as  well  as  the  island  of  Mackinac  and  the 
range  of  hills  extending  westward  on  the  main  land,  commen- 
cing with  the  bare  point  of  rock,  known  as  the  Sitting  rabbit. 

The  middle  and  lower  portions  of  the  group  appear  at  many 
points  along  the  coast,  forming  the  head  of  lake  Michigan,  as 
well  as  the  Great  bay  du  Noquet,  and  also  cap  the  hills  upon 
the  easterly  side  of  Little  bay  du  Noquet  of  Green  bay.  They 
also  ^ive  rise  to  the  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  last 
mentioned,  and  compose  at  least  the  whole  upper  part  of  the 
elevated  cliffs  forming  the  southern  boundary  of  that  bay. 

It  will  thus  be  observed,  that  the  line  of  bearing  of  the  up- 
per group  of  limerocks  is  very  nearly  east  and  west,  while  the 
general  inclination,  as  has  been  before  stated,  is  south,  or  per- 
haps more  nearly  south  south-east.  The  inclination  of  the 
whole  of  the  rocks  described  being  southerly,  offers  a  sufficient 
explanation  for  the  fact,  that  in  proceeding  northerly  from  the 
coast,  we  soon  pass  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  limestone  and 
shales,  and  by  continuing  still  farther  north,  we  come  upon. the 
red  sandstone  of  lake  Superior* 
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Drummond's  island,  the  only  island  of  the  Manitoulin  chain 
that  falls  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  is  composed 
of  the  lower  and  middle  portions  of  the  upper  limestones,  and 
the  characters  which  are  applicable  to  it  here  will  sufficiently 
characterize  it  through  its  whole  range. 

At  Collier's  harbor,  (the  sile  of  the  old  British  fort,)  near 
the  western  extremity  of  the  island,  the  lower  portion  of  this 
series  is  seen  to  form  the  bed  of  the  lake.  The  rock  rises  al- 
most imperceptibly  to  the  surface,  forming  the  immediate 
shores  of  the  small  bay  mentioned.  The  rock,  which  here 
risey  only  a  few  feet  above  the  water,  is  exceedingly  compact, 
of  a  light  brown  color  and  sub-granular  struction,  and  is  nearly 
destitute  of  .fossils.  Its  surface  is  indented  with  numerous 
small  and  somewhat  regular  spherical  cavities,  which  give  to  it 
a  very  singular  appearance. 

After  leaving  Collier's  harbor,  the  rock  is  concealed  by  de- 
trital  matter  until  we  reach  the  central  and  elevated  part  of 
Ae  island,  where  the  rock  belonging  to  the  middle  portion  of 
the  group  and  overlaying  that  before  noticed,  appears.  This 
rock  differs  widely  in  appearance  and  composition  from  that  at 
Collier's  harbor.  It  has  a  course  granular  or  sub-chrystalline 
structure,  and  is  of  a  light  buff  color,  which  at  times  approach- 
es nearly  to  whiteness.  The  rock  is  usually  compact,  though 
it  sometimes  partakes  of  a  slatiness  of  structure. 

This  last  rock  constitutes  the  range  of  hills  stretching  in  an 
easterly  and  westerly  direction  across,  and  forming  the  eleva- 
ted portions  of  the  island,  attaining  an  elevation  varying  froni 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 

The  middle  rock  of  the  group  is  here  characterized  by  the 
abundance  of  its  contained  fossils,  chiefly  Polyparia,  which 
also  mark  its  complete  range  westerly.  The  most  abundant 
of  these,  embrane  several  species  of  the  genera  Calamopora, 
Catenipora,  Syringopora,  Aulopora  and  Strombodes,  together 
wth  several  species  of  Orthocera.  This  limerock  appears  at 
intervals  upon  the  coast,  in  the  dirqction  of  Mackinac,  but  al- 
"ways  at  a  very  low  level. 

The  rock  which  constitutes  the  island  of  Maokinac,  as  well 
as  the  range  of  hillrf  stretching  in  a  westerly  direction,  on  tliie 
main  land,  belongs  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  group,  and  since 
it  was  more  particularly  noticed  in  the  second  annual  report 
from  this  department,  will  be  passed  by  with  this  simple  notice. 

Westwardly  fronri  the  straits  of  Mackinac,  tfjis  upper  portion 
of  the  limestone  continues  to  cap  the  hills,  while  the  middle 
and  lower  portions  of  the  same  group  appear  at  short  intervale 
upon  the  coast  along  the  northern  end  of  lake  Michigan  to 
point  Detour  and  Great  bay  du  Noquet  of  Green  bay^  along 
the  easterly  side  of  which  bay  they  lorm  abrupt  and  perpendi- 
cular cliffs,  varying  from  forty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
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in  height.  The  lower  rock  of  the  series^  as  has  been  before 
stated,  caps  the  elevated  hills  on  the  easterly  side  of  Little  bay 
du  Noquet 

Economical  Geology  of  the  upper  and  lower  limestones  and 

shales. 

The  two  groups  of  limerock  under  consideration,  may  be 
made  to  furnish  an  abundance  of  material,  admirably  adapted 
for  use  as  a  building  stone,  and  also  for  the  manufacture  of 
quick  lime. 

On  the  eastern  part  of  Drummond's  Tsland,  the  elevated 
range  of  hills  which  traverse  that  island,  terminate  abruptly  in 
a  series  of  cliffs  elevated  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet.  Portions  of  the  limerock  forming  these  cliffs  are 
admirably  adapted  for  use  as  a  building  stone,  as  well  as  for 
the  manufacture  of  lime;  and  from  the  fact  that  ^'essels  may- 
approach  almost  directly  to  the  coast,  and  load  with  safety,  its 
value  is  much  enhanced.  Near  by,  and  in  fact,  almost  in  con* 
tact  with  the  rock,  is  a  small  perfectly  'Mand  locked"  harbor, 
that  has  been  rendered  secure  from  storms  by  a  narrow  "spit" 
of  gravel,  which  is  covered  with  forest  trees. 

The  clifis  at  this  point  of  Drummond  island,  are  made  up  of 
a  scries  of  strata,  as  follows,  in  ascending  order: 

1.  A  brownish,  light  colored  limestone,  ol  extreme  fineness, 
and  separating  into  layers,  varying  from  one  to  four  or  five  in- 
ches in  thickness;  well  adapted  for  use  as  a  flagging  stone,  and 
for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  Rises  to  a  height  of  about  twdve 
feet  above  the  water. 

2.  Resting  upon  this  flaggy  limestone  is  a  compact,  light  bu 
colored,  granular,  occasionally  sub-siliceous  limestone.  It  se- 
parates into  layers,  having  a  thickness  of  from  five  to  six  feet, 
and  blocks  may  be  obtained  of  almost  any  required  size.  This 
rock  occupies  about  sixty  feet  in  heif^ht  in  the  bank,  and  is  so 
situated  as  to  admit  of  being  quarried  with  the  utmost  facility* 
As  a  material  for  building,  it  is  of  superior  quality,  being  weU 
calculated  to  resist  the  action  of  disintegrating  agents^  and 
when  the  thickness  of  the  separate  strata,  with  the  ease  with 
which  the  rock  may  be  quarried,  together  with  its  peculiarly 
advantageous  situation,  are  considered,  I  trust  the  great  value 
of  this  quarry  may  be  appreciated. 

3.  Above,  and  resting  upon  the  granular  rock  just  described, 
is  a  fine  grained,  light  colored,  compact  limestone,  occupying 
about  twenty  feet  of  the  hill  side,  above  which  the  rock  was 
so  covered  with  detrital  matter  as  to  prevent  observation. 
This  limestone  is  of  a  somewhat  flaggy  structure,  and,  unfor- 
tunately for  its  application  as  a  building  material,  it  separates 
into  irregular  masses;  were  it  upon  the  ground  where  required 
for  use,  it  would  answer  tolerably  as  a  rough  building  stone. 
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but  will  scarcely  bear  tran^rtation  for  that  purpose;  it  may, 
however,  be  advantageously  used  for  the  mauufacture  of  lime. 

Limestone  of  good  quality  may  be  quarried  with  facility  at 
many  points  on  Drummond's  island,  and  I  may  safely  venture 
the  opmion,  that  at  no  very  distant  day,  the  limestones  of  this 
island  will^obtain  the  celebrity  tl>ey  so  justly  deserve. 

From  Drummpnd's  island  to  Mackinac,  the  great  mass  of 
liroerpck  upon  the  immediate  coast,  lies  below  the  level  of  the 
water,  and  of  necessity  does  not  admit  of  being  quarried;  but 
at  a  few  points,  quarries  may  be  opened  to  a  limited  extent. 

The  rocks  of  Mackinac,  and  the  vicinity,  were  described  in 
a  former  report.  These  upper  rocks  possess  less  compactness 
than  those  lying  below,  and  in  consequence  of  their  vesicula- 
ted  structure,  are  more  subject  to  disintegration;  and  added  to 
this,  the  shattered  condition  of  that  on  the  island  of  Macki- 
nac, will  prevent  its  extensive  use  for  pern>anent  structures. 

Limestone  of  better  quality  belonging  to  the  same  place  in 
the  group  is  found  on  Round  island  and  also  upon  tha  main  land  ' 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pte  St  Ignaee. 

From  the  straits  of  Mackinac  to  Pte  Detour  of  Green  bay, 
limestone  may  be  very  advantageously  quarried  at  many  points 
upon  the  immediate  coast  A  low  cliS  of  granular,  siliceous 
limerock,  attaining  an  elevation  of  some  twelve  to  fifteen  feet 
above  the  water,  occurs  on  the  westerly  side  of  Pte  Seul  Choiz, 
and  offers  an  advantageous  situation  for  obtaining  an  excellent 
building  stone,  in  thick  sti  at^  at  little  cost  This  rock  belongs  }  t 
to  the  middle  portion  of  the  upper  group.  \ 

Limerock,  well  adapted  for  use  as  a  building  stone,  or  for  the 
manufacture  of  lime,  may  be  quarried  in  a  limited  quantity,  at 
the  head  of  the  small  lake  through  which  the  Monistique  river, 
makes  it^  embouchure  into  lake  Michigan.  Although  not  o£ 
very  great  extent,  it  will  prove  of  much  value  at  iius  parties 
lar  point 

In'the  vicinity  of  Pte  Detour  of  Green  bay,  this  middle  Kme- 
rockmay  be  advantageously  quarried  at  many  points  upon,  the 
coast. 

On  the  easterly  side  of  Great  bay  du  Noquet,  the  elevated 
cliffs  belonging  to  the  middle  and  lower  portions  of  the  upper 
group  may  be  made  to  furnish  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  good 
building  stone.  The  rock  is  compact  and  admirably  calculated 
to  resist  the  action  of  disintegrating  agents,  jBLud  may  be  ad- 
vantageously and  readily  quarried,  of  almost  any  required  thick- 
ness.  The  lower  |x>rtions  are  composed  of  thin  strata  of  a-  iin0 
grained  rock,  well  fitted  for  the  manufacture  of  quick  lim^^ 
while  the  upper  portions  are  of  a  more  granular  stru<^t^re, 
and  occur  in  strata  having  a  thickness  of  from  three  to  five  feet; 
Th0  cliffs  and  hills  rise  here,  as  we  have  before  stated,  to  ii 
heighth  varying  from  eighty  to  one  huudred  woii  ^ty  feet 
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On  the  easterly  side  of  Little  bay  du  Noquet  the  lower  lime- 
stone and  shales  may  be  made  to  furnish  a  tolerable  building 
stone  as  well  as  a  material  for  the  manufacture  of  quick  lime, 
but  of  inferior  quality  compared  with  those  before  mentioned, 
and  not  as  easily  quarried. 

From  this  brief  outline  it  will  be  seen  that  this  portion  of  the 
upper  peninsula,  furnishes  an  abundant  supply  of  a  superior 
jnaterial  for  building  as  well  as  for  the  manufacture  of  quick 
lime.  Thus,  when  the  soil  shall  be  cultivated,  the  agricultu- 
rist will  have  an  unfailing  supply  of  calcareous  manure  at  hand, 
and  with  a  soil  adapted  to  its  use,  by  judicious  management,  he 
cannot  fail  to  reap  an  abundant  harvest.  With  these  elements 
of  wealth  at  hand,  in  addition  to  the  great  and  important  fishe- 
ries which  surround  the  peninsula,  we  may,  I  trust,  lay  aside 
the  long  cherished  idea,  that  this  portion  of  our  state  must  re- 
main an  uninhabited  wilderness. 

Mineral  contents  of  Lbnestones  and  Shales. 

The  minerals  embraced  in  the  groups  of  limestones,  of  the 
upper  peninsula,  are  few,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  de- 
termine, even  those  few  are  in  comparative  small  quantities. 

Gypsum  is  found  forming  thin  veins  in  the  middle  and  upper 
portions  of  the  upper  group  of  limestones,  and  it  has  been  ob- 
tained in  sufficient  quantity  to  admit  of  export;  but  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  determine  these  veins  are  of  limited  extent, 
and  they  are  chiefly  below  the  present  water  of  the  lakes. 
Veins  of  cypsum  occur  in  the  bea  of  the  lake,  near  St  Mar- 
tin's island  of  lake  Huron,  and  also  at  several  points  on  the 
coasts  westwardly  from  Mackinac. 

.  Calcareous  spar,  and  iron  pyrites  are  occasionally  met  with^ 
and  hornstone  occurs  still  more  frequently,  sometimes  forming 
Ibin  beds  in  the  upper  groups  of  rocks. 

SOUTHERN,    OR    LOWER    PENINSULA. 

Clay  Iron-stone  of  Branch  county^  and  Bog  ores  of  KaUtmOioo^ 

Jackson  ana  Oakland. 

For  an  abstract  of  the  labors  performed  in  the  southern 
peninsula  of  our  state,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  the  several^  assistants,  hereto  appended.  I  have 
deemed  it  unnecessary,  at  this  time,  to  add  more  than  to  call 
vour  attention  to  a  single  subject,  which,  by  an  act  of  your 
honorable  body^  I  was  instructed  especially  to  examine,  viz : 
ihd  **^iron  ore  on  section  sixteen,  town  five  south,  range  seven 
west,  in  the  county  of  Branch." 

'  Agreeably  to  those  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  the  examina- 
tion directed,  but  a  series  of  untoward  events,  together  with 
the  Veiy  urgent  duties  devolving  upon  me  during  that  portion 
of  tHe^  season  which  would  admit  of  the  continuance  of  these 
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labors,  has  thus  far  prevented  the  completion  of  the  work,  i 
"was  desirous  to  defer  the  completion  of  the  examination  until 
the  surveys  in  that  and  the  adjoining^  counties  had  been  so 
nearly  brought  to  a  close,  as  to  enaWe  me  to  judse  with  cer- 
tainty, of  the  real  character  of  the  formation  in  which  the  ore 
is  embraced.  These  surveys  are  now  so  far  advanced,  as  td 
enable  me  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions  upon  that  point 
of  the  subject,  and  but  little  remains  to  bring  the  examination 
to  a  clo^e. 

In  that  portion  of  Branch  county,  to  which  my  attention  wa» 
called  by  the  instructions,  and  over  many  miles  of  the  sur^ 
rounding  country,  a  stratum  of  what  usually  appears  as  a  gray- 
ish brown  clay,  rises  to  the  surface,  or  is  reached  by  removing 
the  superficial  soil  by  which  it  is  covered.  An  examination  of 
the  ravines  and  banks  of  streams  cutting  through  this  indura^ 
ted  clay,  shows  it  to  be  regularly  stratified,  and  also,  that  the 
lower  exposed  portions  approach  in  character  very  nearly  to-an* 
argillaceous  sandstone.  It  is  in  this  stratum  that  the  day  iron- 
stone under  consideration,  is  imbeded,  and  upon  it  the  sand- 
stones lying  north  as  well  as  easterly,  rest.  Although  these* 
clays  of  the  ironstone  formation  are  more  largely  developed  in? 
this  portion  of  Branch  county  than  in  any  other  position  where 
they  have  been  observed,  portions  of  the  stratum  have  never-* 
theless  been  traced  through  other  parts  of  Branch,  as  well  as 
through  a  portion  of  Hillsdale  and  Calhoun  counties. 

On  the  section  (sixteen)  alluded  to,  broken  pieces  of  kidney 
ore  were  found  in  abundance,  mixed  with  the  soil,  or  more  fre- 

Juently  lying  directly  upon  the  clay  and  covered  by  the  super*^ 
cial  soil.  As  nearly  as  could  be  determined,  the  ciay  under«* 
lays  the  complete, "  section,"  but  the  opportunity  offered  for  i1» 
examination  is  not  as  favorable  as  that  upon  some  of  the  ad- 
joining sections,  for  the  reason  that  the  surface  is  more  uni- 
formly flat,  without  any  considerable  ravines,  while  on  the 
others,  the  formation  is  frequently  exposed  in  the  ravines  land; 
streams. 

In  order  to  determine  more  satisfactorily  than  could  other* 
i^ise  be  done,  the  arrangement  of  the  ore  in  the  formation,  ai( 
i¥ell  as  the  quantity  contained  in  a  given  area,  an  excavation* 
-was  made  in  the  westerly  bank  of  Coldwater  river,  near  the 
line  between  sections  nine  and  ten,  and  but  a  short  distaivee^ 
from  the  corner  of  section  sixteen  where  the  banks  are  i  ele- 
vated about  twenty-two  feet  above  low  water  of  the  riven 
f  This  excavation,  which  was  continued  from  the  top  of  the  bank, 
exposed  the  whole  strata  of  the  formation,  as  low  as  the  waier 
of  the  stream.  About  eighteen  inches  of  clayey  soil,  contain- 
ing  numerous  broken  fragments  of  ore,  caps  the  clay,  aftert 
which  the  strata  continue  regular,  each  descending  layer  imi 
creasing  in  oompactness,  until  at  the  base,  as  was  before  stated,' 
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ft  has  almost  the  compactness  and  character  of  an  argillaceous 
sandstone. 

The  masses  of  ore,  although  distributed  partially  through  the 
whole  of  the  clay,  are  usually  arranged  in  partial  layers,  sepa- 
rated from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  from  each  other,  and 
by  far  the  largest  portion  of  it,  as  well  as  that  of  the  greatest 
purity,  occurs  in  the  upper  half  of  the  bank.  As  we  appioach 
the  harder  and  more  siliceous  portions  of  the  clay  formation, 
the  character  of  the  nodules  of  ore  gradually  changes,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mixture  ot  siliceous  and  aluminous  matter  with 
the  iron,  thereby  rendering  them  nearly  worthless. 

After  raising  between  five  and  six  tons  of  the  ore,  I  became 
satisfied  of  its  existence  at  this  point  in  sufiicient  quantity  to 
admit  of  being  profitably  raised,  and  numerous  partial  excava- 
tions in  the  surrounding  country,  led  me  to  believe  that  at  least 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  half  a  mile,  the  relative  quantity 
continues  much  the  same. 

This  ore  which,  as  has  already  been  stated,  is  of  that  variety 
known  as  kidney  iron  ore,  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  so 
extensively  used  for  reduction  at  many  of  the  furnaces  in 
Ohio,  and  it  does  not  suflfer  by  comparison  with  that  which 
occurs  in  that  state.  The  beds  which  have  been  so  extensively 
and  profitably  worked  in  vicinity  of  Zoar,  Ohio,  occur  under 
very  similar  circumstances,  and  the  ore  produced  by  an  equal 
amount  of  excavation  would  probably  be  about  the  same  at 
that  place  and  the  point  alluded  to  in  Branch  county.  At  Zoar, 
the  argillaceous  stratum  in  which  the  nodules  are  imbeded,  has 
a  slaty  structure,  for  which  reason  the  labor  of  excavation- 
may  possibly  be  less  than  it  would  be  with  the  more  compact 
days  in  Branch  county.  This  variety  of  ore  in  Ohio,  yields, 
'*  in  the  large  way,"  from  thirty  to  thirty-seven  per  cent,  of 
cast  iron. 

Muoh  of  the  clay  with  which  this  argillaceous  ore  is  associa- 
ted in  that  portion  of  our  own  state  alluded  to,  is  so  nearly 
destitute  of  lime,  and  of  so  honfwgeneous  and  fine  a  structure, 
as  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  stone  ware  and 
fire  bricks,  and  it  cannot  fail,  ere  long,  to  come  into  extensive 
use  for  these  purposes.  For  the  manufacture  of  these  impor- 
tant articles,  none  of  the  numerous  clavs  which  have  been 
noticed  in  the  state  will  compare  with  those  of  this  formation. 
-  The  investigation  of  this  subject,  as  directed,  will  be  con- 
tinued upon  the  first  opening  of  spring,  with  the  view  of  bring- 
ing to  light  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  interesting  and 
valuable  deposite. 

The  peculiarly  favorable  situation  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try for  supplying  the  materials  required  for  the  reduction  of 
iron  arc,  renders  it  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  whole  facts 
respecting  this  deposite^  be  Known.     With  an  abutidance  of 
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hyiiraii&c  power,  ^itoAted  in  heavily  timbered'  lanifc,'  yet  8ui*- 
rouoding  by  plains  and  prairies,  in  the  imiiiediate Vicinity  of 
the  flourishing  village  of  Unjon  City,  situated  at  that  point  to 
which  the  St  Joseph  may  be  made  navigable  by  improvement, 
and  withal,  possessing  agricultural  advantages  second  to  none* 
tti  the  state,  if  it  b^  satisfactorily  determined  that  the  raw 
material  may  be  fi^und  in  sufficient  abundance  to  warrant,  it  i^ 
presumed  that  capital  would  not  be  slow  in  seeking  an  invest- 
ment which  would  promise  so  abundant  a  return  of  profit. 
'  In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  cannot  refrain  alluding  to ' 
the  fact,  that  we  have  not  as  yet  a  single  furnace  for  the  re- ' 
diiction  of  ore  in  our  state,  and  while  there  is  abundance  of  the^ 
raw  mated al,  requiring  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  capi- 
tal invested  for  its  manufacture,  we  are   annually   sending' 
abroad  an  inimense  amount  of  money  for  those  very  articles, ' 
enhanced  in  value  by  thie  cost  of  transportation,  which  should 
be  produced  upon  our  own  soil.     Thus,  while  the  rich  bog  pre 
of  Kalamazoo,  Jackson  and  Oakland  counties  nre  yieldfng  theif 
owners  no  profit,  the  very  citizens  who  should  bef^supi^lied  froitt- 
these  sources,  are  transporting  castings,  by  land '  carriage,  at 
an  expense^  wbioh,  at  this  season  of  embarrasscosnt,  they  are 
little  able  to  bear. 

The  extensive  bed  of  bog  iron  ore  in  tbe  inimediate  vicinity, 
of  the  village  of  Kalamazoo,  alluded  to  in  the  fir^t  annual  /fir 
port  from  this  department,  and  described  in  the  accompanying, 
report  of  Mr.  Douglass,  in  consequence  of  the  richness  of  thj^t 
ore,  together  with  its  peculiarly  favorable  situation  upon  th^. 
banks  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  offers  inducements  for  the  in- 
vestment of  capital,  that  would  appear  to  be  ^n  no  wise  a©:, 
preciated;  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  ere  lonj[,  sufla*?, 
cient  drafts  will  be  made  upon  it,  to  supply  at  least  the  inhabi-* 
tants  of  that  portion  of  the  country,  with  all  the  iron  which 
their  wants  may  demand. 

The  valuable  deposite  of  bog  iron  ore  upon  the  land  of  Isaacs 
N.  Swain,  Esq.,  near  the  village  of  Concord,  Jackson  county,, 
referred  to  in  the  accompanying  report  of  Mr.  Douglass,  should. 
not  be  suffered  to  lie  idle,. and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  e^ter-, 
prising  citizens  of  the  county  in  which  it  occuffe,  will  not  allow, 
another  year  to  pass  b^f,  without  applying  to  use,  that  source  of 
wealth  v^hich  is  now.  yielding  profit;  to  no  one. 

.       j  Gypsum  6^  Mxrl         i 

Closely  oonnected  with  the  iron  ores  of  our  state  in  impor-* 
taliee,  is  tliesfobject  of  calcareous  manures.  Our  citizens  aW 
already  aniiuaily  importing  firom  the  neighboririg  Mate^,'  larg^! 
qwmt^ties  of  plaster,  and  this  import  must  have  a  rapid  increase  • 
unless  means  be  taken  10  open  thei  stores  which  are^fotitid^  vrith-' 
ia  our  own  state.  Thetfe  is  no  point  now  known  Whe!re  gji^sum' 
can  be  so  readily  obtained,  ana  where  it  is  at  the  same  tMM 


:t 


[H.  R.  Doc.  ]  29 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

80  advantajgeously  situated  for  distribution  over  the  aunrouiidr 
iog  country,  as  at  the  rapids  of  Grand  river.  Here  is  a^  ex«^. 
tensive  deposite  of  this  important  mineral^  which  in  quality 
is  net  exceeded  by  any  in  our  Union,  yet  ^hus  far  it  has  been 
entirely  neglected.  This  should  not  be,  for  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  it  is  required  for  use,  and  no  contingency  should 
be  allowed  to  arise  that  will  cause  it  any  longer  to  lie  dormant. 

The  marl  beds  that  are  distributed  at  such  short  intervals 
over  our  state,  appear  thus  far  to  have  been  wholly  neglected 
by  our  agriculturists.  These  marl  beds  may  be  made  to  yield 
an  inexhaustible  supply  of  calcareous  manures,  which,  judicipus^r 
ly  applied  upon  proper  soils,  will  be  found  scarcely  inferior  to 
plaster  itself,  and  with  the  advantage  that  the  marls  are  always 
close  at  hand,  and  may  be  procured  at  an  expense  which,  com- 
pared with  that  of  gypsum,  is  trifling. 

The  appended  reports  of  Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Douglass^ 
serve  to  show  the  immense  deposites  of  this  mineral  embraced, 
within  the  organized  counties  of  the  peninsula,  and  to  those  re- . 
ports  I  would  refer  you  for  more  particular  informatipn  on  this 
important  subject. 

ZOOLOGICAL  Arm  BOTANICAL  DBPARTMENTS. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  "An  act  relative  to  the 
geological  survey,"  approved  March  22,  1838,  creating  the 
Zoological  and  botanical  departments  of  the  geological  survey, 
these  departments  were  duly  organized  by  the  nomination  by 
the  head  of  this  department,  and  the  appointment  by  the  go- 
vernor, of  the  several  assistants  contemplated  by  the  act. 

Reports  of  the  duties  performed  by  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments and  of  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in  the 
work  assigned  them  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  until' 
January  1,  1889,  were  duly  transmitted  with  tne  second  annu- 
al report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  you. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  your  honorable  body 
at  your  last  session,  the  resignation  of  the  several  assistants  in 
these  departments,  caused  a  suspension  of  this  portion  of  the 
contemplated  work,  since  which  time  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  select  persons  competent  to  the  task  tvho  would  wil- 
lingly  accept  the  trust. 

The  resignation  of  the  heads  of  these  departments,  and  the . 
suspension  of  wojrk  which  necessarily  followed  during  the  com- 

{>lete  season  for  labor  in  the  field,  has  operated  exceedingly  un- 
avorablv  to  the  interests  of  these  portions  of  the  survey »  and 
while  I  had  hoped  to  see  the  zoology  and  botany  of  our  states 
under  the  fluidance  of  the  able  assistants  in  whose  hands  they 
had  been  placed,  rapidly  approaching  to  completion,  company 
tively  little  advance  has  been  made,  and  the  subjects  remain 
▼ery  nearly  where  they  were  left  at  the  date  of  my  last  re- 
port 
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In  order  to  preserve  from  absolute  loss^  what  had  already 
been  done,  and  to  make  such  advance  as  the  circumstance 
might  admit,  a  single  sub-assistant,  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Bull,  retains 
bis  situation,  and  by  his  assistance  I  have  been  enabled  to  place 
the  botanical  portion  of  the  work  in  such  condition  that  it  may 
be  of  use  in  the  final  and  connected  reports  which  are  required 
to  be  made. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  several  assistants,  in  the 
departments  under  consideration,  ore  made  by  law,  state  ajfi- 
cerSj  and  that  their  salaries  are  fixed  by  that  law;  for  which 
reason  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  expenses  incurred  during 
the  past  year,  must  of  necessity,  have  been  reduced  the  amount 
of  tpe  salaries  of  the  several  assistants  and  sub-assistants,  who 
have  handed  in  their  resignations. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  zoological  and  botanical  de- 
partments of  the  survey,  it  will  be  impossible,  under  any  con- 
tingency, to  complete  the  work  in  the  manner  directed  within 
the  time  assigned,  while  the  work  in  the  geological  and  topo- 
graphical departments  is  drawing  rapidly  towards  a  close. 
The  time  which  remains  for  the  completion  is  so  short,  that  I 
feel  assured,  no  competent  man  would  be  willing  to  hazard  his 
reputation  in  attempting,  mthin  the  space  allowed,  to  complete 
either  the  botany  or  zoology  of  our  state.  Again,  if  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  these  subjects  be  extended,  they  must  ne- 
cessarily, in  the  end,  be  separated  from  the  general  work, 
whidi  will  require  no  such  extension. 

GEOLOGICAL  AND  TOPOGRAPHICAL  DEPARTMENTS* 

The  plan  of  organization  adopted  in  these  two  departments 
of  the  survey  is  such,  as  to  render  them  so  mutually  dependent 
upon  each  other,  that  they  can  scarcely  be  considered  sepa- 
rately; for  the  field  duties  in  each  are  performed  by  the  same 
assistants,  and  it  is  not  until  the  field  notes  are  returned  to  the 
office,  that- the  geological  and  topographical  portions  arc  finally 
separated.  The  labor  of  the  assistants  in  tnese  departments, 
as  well' as  a  portion  of  my  own  time,  has  been  devoted  to  a 
(eontinaance  of  the  surveys  of  the  'organized  counties  of  the 
'State,  and  the  work,  although  still  in  many  parts  incomplete, 
has,  nevertheless,  made  rapid  advances  towards  completion. 
!•  For  an  abstract  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
topographical  part  of  the  sO^vey,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  re- 
-port  of'tfie'prrndpal  assistatit  in  that  department,  hereto  ap- 
pended. The  services  of  the  topographer  have  been  constant- 
ly occupi<9d  in  reducinff  to  form,  the  field  notes,  as  they  were 
returned  from  the  geowrical  department  proper,  by  which  ai*- 
rahg^hient,  the  contemplated  maps  of  the  separate  counties  of 
oar  state  have  been  brought  much  nearer  to  completion  than 
could  haif^  been  anticipated. 

F9e<«n»^tihid  of  the  plan  adopted  for  the  county  maps,  ap 
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well  as  for  the  arraDgemeat  of  this  portion  of  the  work,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  secoad  annual  report  from  this  departm^t, 
and,  in  order  to  reu^er  this  subject  moro  intelligible  to  you,  ao 
outline  map,  representing  the  scale  and  general  plan  adopted 
for  the  separate  counties,  is  hereto  appended. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  would  again  respectfullj 
call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  sub-diyiaion  of  the 
.northern  portion  of  the  southern  penins4jla  into  couaties,.  for 
the  reasons  set- forth  in  the  report  oefore  alluded  to. 

Although  a  vast  amount  of  labor  yet  remains  to  be  done  in 
the  field  in  order  to  complete  the  work  that  has  been  conn- 
menccd,  will^  nevertheless,  with  the  present  organization,  be 
enabled,  I  trust,  to  complete  the  geological  aad  topographical 
parts  of  it  within  the  current  year,  being  the  time  originally 
assigned  by  the  act  author&ing  the  survey..  It  will,  however, 
be  impossible,  under  any  contingency,  to^  complete  the  zoolo- 

Sical  and  botanical  portions  of  it  within  tbj^t  time,  and  under 
le  aspect  which  the  subject  has  assumed  since  your  last  ses- 
sion, I  have  been  led  to  believe  a  suspension  of  this  portion  of 
the  work  would  be  in  consonance  with  your  views.  Should 
this  be  deen^  desirable,  no  very  great  injury  will  now  besuih 
tained  by  the  other  portions  of  the  survey,  while  the  expense 
will  be  reduced  nearly  one  half. 

In  addition  to  the  labors  yet  required  to  be  performed,  an 
abstract  of  which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
topographer,  there  yet  remains  to  be  surveyed  the  whole  of  the 
northern  slope  of  the  upper  peninsula,  extending  from  the  ra- 
pids of  the  Sie  Marie  river,  to  the  westerly  boundary,  at  Mon- 
treal river,  the  complete  line  of  coast  from  the  foot  of  lake  Su- 
perior to  the  most  westerly  boundary,  will  require  to  be  tri.- 
angulated  for  the  use  of  the  topographical  department,  as  well 
as  for  the  correct  delineation  of.  the  geoptraphy  and  gedogy. 
The  uneven  character  of  a  portion  of  this  coqntry,  will  serve 
to  render  the  topographical  duties  of  those  engaged  in  the  geo- 
logical survey,  of  the  most  arduous  kind. 

The  geology  of  that  district  extending  fron^  Keweena  foiiA 
to,  and  incluaing  the  Porcupine  nK)uotains,  fuid  stretchiaig.  far 
into  the  interior,  will  require  much  minute  examination, . for  U 
is  within  this  district  that  the  rocks  containing  the  copper  o^ 
of  lake  Superior,  are  embraced.  Were  it  not  that  I  navi^  al- 
ready examined  this  country  sufficient  to  know  to-  what  poin^ 
.to  dirqct  particular  attention,  it  would  be  ioiipossible  to  aceoov- 
plish  a  work,  involving  such  immense  labor  and  hardship 
within  the  time  specified  by  the  act  of  organisation;  but.es  it 
is,  aiddd  by  the  efficient  and  industrious  assistants  oooneeted 
with  the  department,  I  can  safely  say,  that  the  w|K>le  will  be 
accomplished  within  that  time. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 
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Mepori  of  S.  W.  HiooiNa,  Topc^rapher  of  C^logkal  Survey. 

Detroit^  January  IS^,  1940. 
To  Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist: 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  aonual  communication  tq  yop,  my 
whole  time  hm  bee<i  pcii^upied  iti  thet  drarfting  ofiioei  mostly  in 
fiQrppUoff  and  adaptipg  to  the  Bcale$  of  the  iprqposad  maps^  it)i# 
details  of  information  furnished  to  this  dejpartn^nt  in  the  pfpr 
grciis  of  tb^  geological  survey^  luodthe  tJait0d  States  linear 
surveys. 

The  mutual  connection,  established  by  act. of  the  legislature 
of  1838,  between  the  geqlogica)  and  topographical  departments 
(of  the  survey,)  has  not  only  :eAabled  tne  latter  tg  pnp^f^d  with 
greater  rapidity,  but  has  furnished  to  this  office  through  the  as- 
sistance of  those  engaged  in  the  geological  department,, an  im- 
mense amount;  of  topographical  {nfo^n^atipa;  which,  it:  w<mld 
have  been  impossible  otherwise  to  collect.  The  details,  jrer 
turned  by  the  geologists  are  platted,  or  roughly  drafted  hy^them 
while  in  the  field,  upon  niaps  of  single  townships,  .on  a  scale  of 
two  inches  to  the  mile..  This. scale  admits  of  th^ii^ttnOfit  mi- 
nuteness necessary  in  l.aying.'down  the  results,  a^.well  ^f  the 
gpapk^adi^s  the  tppograpliieali^v0stigation^;:.ai^d:th€|se;A)ttm- 
sh^pfatSj  thua •  ex^cMied*  and  returned  to  me><from.  tinle.,to 
lixuj^,  are. then  ^j^Ued  by  thi$  departnoent,  U>  the  ri^^^  seais 
pf  two  mi}^8  to  the  inc^,  which  hashew.adopM  for  th^isM^r 
pul oftunty  maps.  ..<  si 

The  interest  whioh  of  late  has  boon  manifested  to  asqertaiQ 
the  boundaries  of  lands  held  in  dispute,  where  the  parti<?0  yf^n^ 
epabled  to.e](hibit  eyide$|t  chiims,  nas,  induced  ime  t(^  titt^mpt  a 
fuli  collection  of.the;p^torit^  issued  by.  the  Uniteid  Stasis  !tfl 
ItKuii  claimed  by  ther  iohabitanits  of. th^. .territory^  ami  tet.MsH 
gtruit$i  a  n^aip  which  shaUr  include.  ^11  tl^e  neo^sary  r^mnosg 
as  to  the  ^i;en|t  ^nd  boupdocries  ^  e^dv  separate  tracts  Md  %k6 
quantity  of  land. coptatne4. therein.  ^  : 

.  Having  thus  stated  th^ ; chaxi^ter  .pf ;  the  duties .  which;  hhvi 
oec«i^ied  the  oS^r  of  this  (d^partmenjt  duripg  tho:pi|«t  aeiwitl 
I  pfOcefKl  to  lay  b^for^  ybffi  th^  A\   ,;.»>!  j 

[' Progress  y^  }Afap^  wnder  Qtmftrn  '.'V'': 

ThPse  maps  which  were  mefcitibned  Jn  tny  riepOrt  of  ijist  '^ear| 
jis  b^itig  in  a  state  of .  fbi-wardhess,. have  proj^ressed  towards  a 
btaYe  of  final  completion.  '       .        ,,         . 

Of  the  thirty-four  cciunties  whose  boundaries  ha^^  ,beeh  es^ 

tebl?shed  by  law,  the  topograph^  of  the  followihjg  iiile^i^  ha«j 

inore  particularly  been  examined,  and  laid  upon  ^em,, yb: 

Wayne,'  "  .  Livingjston,  '       -| 

Jackson, '  Washtenaw,  ! . 

Lfetowe^,      '    •:"'"•     Ingham,       '     '     .;    '       /.  ='; 
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Cidhouni  Eaton, 

Branchy        ^.  .  Hillsdale^ 

St.  Joseph,  Monroe, 

Cass,  Oaklatid, 

f,  '    *Ber|Tieii>  Genesee.-. 

'  Expionations  have  been  made  'of  Ionia,  Kalamazoo  and  Van 
Buren»  but  want  of  tinie  has  prevented  the  further  execution 
of  the  maps  of  these  counties.  ^ 

'  Limited  portions  only,  of  the  counties  enumerated  below 
have  been  explored,  it  being  intended  to  resume  that  work  in 
the  proper  season* 

Lapeer,  Clinton, 

•  Saginaw,  ■    •■    '  '  Allegan, 

*       Kent,  Shiawassee. 

Ottawa,      .  '•  ' 
'  No  investigations  have  been  made  as  yet,  in  the  follovmg 
oooniies,  viz:         •'  - 

•Barry,  Macomb,  ' 

•Sanilac,  ■  St.  Clair,  • 

Midlamd,     •  Gratiot,; 

•'     Isabeita,  *  '•        •       ■         Oceana. 
The  nortn^rn*  parts  of  Kent,  Ottawa  and  Isabella,  and  the 
whole  of  Oceana,  were  unsurveyed  at  the  time  of  establishing 
their  botflxlarie^,  but  since  they  have  been  sub-divided,  ak>B^ 
with  much  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  peninsute,  it  would 
now  be  a  proper  time  to  determine  anv  alterations  to.be  ma<le, 
and  also  to'establish  the  boundaries  of  new  counties  ovet  that 
portion  of  the  state. 

'   Oceana  and  Ottawa,  are  greatly  disproportioned'in'rize,  to 
an  th^  oth^r  dountiesof  the  state,  except  Oakland,  the  IbrrHer 
having  an  area  of  thirty-sjx  by  sixty  miles,  and  the  latter 
twenty-four  by  thirty-aik!;  while  iBranch,  Cass  and  most  others 
hrive  an  area  only  of  t^enty-fotir  by  eighteen  miles. 

In  progressing  with  the  topogrdfiWcal  maps,  regard  has  been 
had)' in  connection  wlththo  geological  survey,  to  a  speedy  pub- 
lication 'Of  them,  trith  as  little  delay  as  possible,  m  oraA*  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  our  citizens,  as  5Vell  as  of  the  eiiiigfaii^ 
who  may  require  a  more  accurate  knpl^ladge  e^f  the  country, 
the  jajformati9,n  Aybich^they  cop  tain.  .  I^uch  solicitude  at- the 
j)rescnt  time  is  shown  in  mapy  of  thq  jpi^sSterh  states  for  similar 
maps,  presenting  such  a  d'eliheation  of  their  territories.as  wljl 
develope  th^QJr  own  resources,  and  as  may  tend. to  ^Ijie  pre^yeii- 
tion  of  that  tide  of  emigration  which  has  set  westward  for  the 
last  few  years.      .....  "  <j    i 

Aided  by  little  else  than  common  report,  and  information 
furnished  by  surveyors,  of  the  richness  of  our  WBstei:n.l€mds, 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  incluc,^d  bonstant  emigration  io  qvir  state, 
and  were  further  means  used  to  extend  information  iii  regard 
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to  the  resmiiider  of  thps^  lao^s  jrecefEiUy  aurvieye4  8b4  fytD^ 
north  of  Grand  rivor^  and,,  .iadeed^  in  every  other  piavt.  or  thi 
peninsula,  not  yet  boughtup,  Ibey  v^ould  be  much  HmreispeediN 
ly. settled 'vipoD^aiid  in^proveiL 

Fjo^  want  of  tbe  me^a-  eS  a  better  knowledge  of  the  coonk 
try,  it  is  believed  that  the  nprth  and  west  have  been  xiegleoted^ 
wnere  selections  might. be  made,  equal  to  the  best  in.  quali4ji 
%od  extent^  and  compar,ab}Q  with  any  other  distriota  on  the  pe4 
ninsula.  ' '  .  .*! 

To  prevent  Michigan  from  being  a  ODere  thoroughfare  for 
emigrants,  who,  having  Embarked  for  states  and  territories  in 
t^  west,  are  seeking  the  Knost  direct  passage  into  Illkiois,  Wis- 
^Qsin  and  Jowa,  while  the  best  portions  of  our  state  are  passed 
hy^  justice  to  the  former  reputation  of  o^soil  demands  a  de4 
pcrioitioo,  the  correctness  of  which  would  more  tkan  oiaintaio 
its  foiYn^:9nd  deserved  estimation^ 

*'  If  the  benefits  of  correei  topographical  maps  are  not  obilfii 
9i2s  to  the  minds  pf  all/  they  are  none  tba  less  reaLi  >  The  dof^ 
rable  reputation  of  the  state  is  too  deeply  .ooncerned/^  to  lea^d 
to  circumstances  merely »  or  to. fortuitous  informationi  the  de^ 
cision^  whether  a  resideace  in  Michigauk  is  preferable  to  one 
beyond  it;  nor  can  we  expect  that  without  the 'information 
which  such  maps  afford^  tbe  country  wiU  be  i  either  kaoiwsi  6p 
appreciated*  ..« 

Map  of  lands  donated  by  the  United  States.' ^\ 

'  I  have  now  itl.niy  possession,  popies  of  almost'  all  tjie  .origiri 
nal  patents,  and  have  advanced  so  far'  in  the  constr^icttpn  ot 
the  map,  as.  to  approach  completfon.  No  Tabor  jn  thds  Apart- 
ment has  been  pore  arduous;  at  the  same  tiine  Eiono  has  ^'ven 
ipe  more  satisfaction,  or  appeared  to  offer  greater  advantagesf 
to  those  interested.  This  is  the  more  evident,  since  there  ex- 
ists no  map  of  these  surveys,  which  can  in  any  manner  be  de-^ 
pended  on,  and  those  which  do  exist,  are  too  much  mutilated 
for  use,  arid  are  both  few  and  erroneous..  i      . 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  very  many  cases  these,  suryeya 
made  by  Mr.  Greely,  upon  which  patents  were  ^rantedj^fnA 
confirmed,  will  greatly  affect  the  proprietorship  of  iractiopaJ[ 
lots  lying  in  connection,  inasmuch  as  instances  ocpurwh^r^ 
the  section  lines  of  surrounding  surveys,  made  six  years  after-. 
wards,  are  found  to  pass  through  and  are  closed  upon  the  inte- 
rior lines  of  patents,  and  portions  of  such  patetits^  being  actu- 
ally, ^old  in  fractions  as  public  lands,  .  ,. 

An  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  about  nine  miles  west , of  tl^ 
city  of  Monroe,  on  patent  No.  338,  survey  No.  428,  contifti|irt 
ing  61,364  acres,  originally  donated  to  McDougal  and  Ruland. 

While  it  is  barely  possible  in  any  other  of  the  surveirg  of 
the  state  that  these  conflicting  claims  can  occyr,  on  account  of 
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the  Te^lhrdy  and  method  ob^efved,  almost  eridle^^  {{fiction  is 
likely  to  fae  the  consequenoe  of  a  re^urv«y  and  efltabhshment 
of  the  boundaries  of  thete  donated  tracts. 

The  consequent  utility,  therefore,  of  a  correct  map  of  these 
AonationB,  can  be  little  less  than  that  of  a  true  description  con- 
tained in  a  title  to  the  property  at  stake.  The  period  shoulif 
opt  be  further  prolonged,  for  the  public  to  be  in  possession  df 
tbtfi  work,  alid  to  secure  the  important  advantages  to  be  d^ted 
from  it 

Extent  of  donated  Lands. 

The  number  of  acres  comprised  in  these  patents,  as  near  as 
I  can  now  state,  is  about  130,000  acres;  52,165  of  v^hicb  lie  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Monroe,  viz:  between  the  riviere  aut  Vase 
and  riviere  aux  Loutre,  or  Otter  creek,  8,980  acres;  t^tWeen 
the  riviere  aux  Routre  and  Plaisance  creek,"  1,167;  ^between 
Plaisanee  creek  and  Fleurisance  or  Plumb  creek,  9,14S  acres; 
betweed  riviere  Raistn  and  Mason's  ran,  267  acres;  between^ 
Mason's  run  and  riviere  aux  Sable,  1,958  acres*;  between  the 
riviere  aux  Sable  and  riviere  aux  Roche,  1,280' acres;  and  on 
eaich  side  of  the  riviere  Raisin,  the  balance  41,968^  acres^ 
'  Leaving  the  riviere  aux  Roche,  or  Stony  creek,  an  interval 
of  ufHkmated. lands  occurs  along  the  remainder  of  the  shore  of 
lake  Erie,  with  but  few  exceptions,  until  reaching  tho  Ste 
Cosme,  at  the  mouth  of  the  riviere  Ecorses  on  Detroit  riven 
From  thence,  for  the  distance  of  fortv-five  miles  to  Anchor 
bay  in  laike  St.  Clair,  the  lands  are  held  by  donation;  thence 
again  at  not  unequal  intervals,  to  the  shore  of  lakeHuron.* 

In  short,  much  of  the  frontier  included  between  the  Maume^ 
river,  at  the  south-west  end  of  lake  Erie,  up  to  lake  Huron> 
was  given  to  the  inhabitants  when  this  territory  last  changed 
rulers,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Union.  The  inhabitants, 
being  few  in  number,  required  the  fostering  care  of  the  govern- 
ihetit.  At  that  period  no  human  foresight  could  have  predi9ted 
the  immense  value  which  these  lands  have  since  acquired;  in- 
deed. Until  the  last  few  years,  many  important  facts,  relating 
to  their  ownership,  were  passing  away;  and  in  all  probability^ 
m  a'  few  years  more,,  cases  would  hav«  occurred  where  nothing 
#ould  have  been  left,  excejpt  such  little  information  as  tradition 
might  Have  recorded. 

Mditional  number  of  Penmsula' Lakes. 

The  number  of  these  was  stated  last  year,  so  far  as  was  theii 
known,  to  be  1,425;  this  year  the  additional  number  which 
hii'vi^'bfeen  meandered,  and  otherwise  known,  amount  to  872. 

.  i  '  •  ■ 

^^  a  klMory  of  tkv  tmtly  tranMction^  of  th«  territoHaF  so^^nihent,  tnd  rtif 
QomnuuioaerB  ftppointa^  to  Mitlf  land  cflaiBMi  ride  Amt ricfw  atat«  pftpti%  putaiie 
nodi^Tor.  1,  and  Woodward. 

s 
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fThe  final  number,  probably,  will  not  prove  less  than  8,00Q; 
thus  the  Indians  have  most  aptly  designated  Michigan  as  the 
land  of  lakes. 

Lake  Lemen,  in  Switzerland,  undoubtedly  merits  all  that  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  thousand  travelers  who  take  oc- 
casion to  visit  that  region.  It  would  require,  however,  but  a 
very  limited  knowledge  of  almost  any  district  in  this  state,  to 
find  it  surpassed;  and  the  praises  so  liberally  published  and 
sung  from  "note  books'^  and  **  scraps  "  *^ journals,^'  ^^ resident 
ceSy  ^^  remniscences'^  and  *' peTicillingSy'*  would  no  more  be 
heard  in  defence  of  a  comparatively  small  expansion  of  a  river. 

Our  inland  peninsular  lakes  far  exceed  in  number  and  beauty 
all  others,  perhaps  on  the  globe.  There  are  many,  too,  oif  the 
twenty-four  hundred,  already  explored,  dotting  the  surface  of 
the  country  at  every  elevation,that  for  combination  of  all  that 
is  required  in  a  finished  picture,  can  never  be  excelled;  hun« 
dreds  of  them  present,  what  art  has  long  endeavored  to  iniitale 
in  older  countries,  investing  them  with  lawns,  interspersed 
with  orchards  of  a  noble  growth  of  oaks,  and  frequent  prai- 
ries, flush  as  at  the  dawn  of  their  creation.  No  eye,  however 
sated,  nor  mind,  however  perverted,  can  contemplate  a  land- 
scape so  rich  and  varied,  without  yielding  to  the  impression  of 
its  loveliness. 

The  outlets  as  well  as  inlets,  of  many  of  these  lakes,  are  sub- 
terraneous; no  surtace  stream  being  apparent,  but  the  source 
of  their  supply  may,  with  little  examination,  be  discovered, 
in  the  numerous  springs  around  their  margin,^  which  are  usually 
indicated  by  clumps  of  willows  and  other  bushes,  and  not  un- 
frequently  by  masses  of  tufa. 

The  rise  of  water  in  all  the  peninsula  lakes,  was  co-incident 
with  the  late  rise  in  the  great  lakes,  and  originated  from  the 
same  cause. 

Welte  sunk  in  their  vicinity,  particularly  when  the  sand  rock 
has  been  excavated,  have  an  ebb  and  flow  occasioned  either  by 
Tains,  or  change  of  wind,  aflecting  the  level  of  the  lakes  with 
which  they  communicate. 

Roads  and  Highways,  a: 

The  roads  and  highways  of  our  state  claim  a  remai'k,  as  ei- 
cellin^  in  many  particulars,  those  of  the  east,  both  in  respect 
to  their  uniform  grades,  and  their  passable  condition  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  The  cause  of  the  first  mentioned  superiori- 
ty is  common  to  most  of  the  western  country,  viz:  the  evcfn 
and  level  nature  of  the  surface,  which  is  at  most  gently  undth 
lating  or  rolling,  with  the  total  absence  of  mountains  ot  hi^h 
hills.  The  second  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  it  usually 
containing  much  sand  and  gravel  in  its  composition.  ' 

The  roads  in  the  openings  and  plains,  offer  to  the  traveler  a 
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variety  of  routes^  with  the  choice  of  diverging  at  pleaflore,.  the 

scattered  oaks  leaving  sufficient  space  between  for  the  passage 
of  horses  or  carriages,  while  the  prairie  is  one  wide  unbounded 
highway,  where  no  obstacle  is  present  for  pursuing  which- 
ever course  curiosity  may  direct  These  roads  require  the  ex- 
penditure of  little  or  no  labor  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

The  only  exception  to  the  above  remark  is  found  in  those 
roads  which,  commencing  at  the  different  frontier  towns  on 
the  eastern  coasts,  lead  across  a  low  timbered  belt  of  country 
for  the  distance  of  six,  ten  and  fifteen  miles,  and  where  the 
soil,  as  in  some  other  districts,  is  clay.  In  these  districts,  they 
require  to  be  worked  at  no  inconsiderable  expense,  to  keep 
them  passable  during  the  wet  periods  of  the  fall  and  spring. 

The  Chicago  ThLmpike  (jt  Trail 

Among  the  most  noted  of  the  highways  of  the  state,,  the 
Chicago  road  claims  a  particular  notice.  It  was  formerly  to 
the  western  tribes  of  Indians,  the  Sauks,  Foxes,  Winnebagoes, 
Menomonees,  Potawatamies,  &c.,  what  the  national  road  from 
Cumberland  to  St.  Louis,  now  is  to  the  whites.  They  were  con- 
stantly traversing  it  in  periods  of  war  and  peace,  or  when  trea- 
ties were  negotiating,  and  different  and  distant  tribes  were  to 
be  represented. 

The  Sauks  from  the  Mississippi,  in  great  numbers,  in  late 
years,  were  accustomed,  by  this  route,  to  reach  fort  Maiden 
to  receive  their  annuities  from  the  British  government. 

There  were  no  parallel  trails  across  the  peninsula,,  and  the 
trails  from  the  Potawatamies  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  from 
the  Foxes  and  Menomonees,  &c.,  of  the  north-west,,  all  joined 
near  the  south  bend  of  lake  Michigan,  and  uniting  into  one,  led 
directly  to  Detroit. 

Persons  even  well  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  an  or- 
dinary Indian  path,  are  astonished  at  the  width  and  depth  of 
the  track  which  is  visible  in  places,  to  this  day. 

Such  was  the  directness  and  faciliiy  of  this  route,  that  the 
United  States  made  an  appropriation  some  time  after  the  ereo- 
lion  of  a  territorial  government  for  the  north-west,  causing  a 
survey  to  be  made  of  it  from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  letting  it 
in  sections  for  the  construction  of  a  turnpike. 

This  trail  is  supposed  to  be  as  long  as  any  other  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  being  two  hundj-ed  and  forty 
miles  from  Detroit  to  the  point  where  it  received  those  diverg- 
ing trails  from  the  south  and  north-west,  and  the  length  of 
some  of  its  branches  cannot  be  less  than  three  hundred  miles 
further,  while  numerous  smaller  ones  enter  from  different  di- 
rections, by  which  means  the  early  pioneers  of  the  west,  easily 
threaded  their  way  through  these  regions,  and  into  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  beyond. 
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J^r^UMTol  Woods  of  Mickigan. 

The  arrangement  -which  this  subject  calls  for,  properly  be- 
longs  to  the  department  of  botany.  Nevertheless,  without  at- 
tending to  the  details  which  should  accompany  a  catalogue  of 
an  entire  flora,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  exhibit  generally,  the 
geographical  boondaries  of  such  of  the  larger  productions  as 
are  required  for  constant  use,  either  in  farming,  building,  or  lor 
the  market. 

Oak  is  the  predominant  growth  of  the  peninsula.  Among 
the  varieties,  the  white  is  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

The  shingle  or  laurel  oak,  and  the  red  oak,  are  next  abun^ 
dant.  And  the  burr  oak,  though  not  usually  found  intermixed 
in  common  with  the  other  varieties,  abounds,  fK>twith8tanding, 
over  extensive  areas,  not  unfrequently  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
kinds. 

The  surest  indication  of  a  good  soil  accompanies  the  last 
mentioned,  and  the  finest  and  largest  crops  of  wheat  are  there 
produced,  for  the  reason  that  the  soil  contains  a  larger  amount 
of  calcareous  matter. 

Dividing  the  peninsula  by  an  east  and  west  line,  nearly  cor- 
responding to  that  of  the  northern  railroad,  a  botanical  map 
would  represent  the  northern  portion  as  having  by  far  the 
greatest  burthen  of  timber,  possessing  a  proportionable  quanti- 
ty of  the  different  varieties  found  elsewhere  in  the  state. 

Marked  limits  may  be  given  to  those  districts  in  the  south- 
ern portion,  where  a  few  groves  of  pines  are  found.  Their 
localities  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  water  courses  of  Kent  and 
Ottawa  counties,  and  among  the  timbered  lands  of  AHegao; 
extending  in  comparatively  small  tracts  along  the  borders  of 
lake  Michigan,  nearly  to  New  Buffalo,  in  Berrien.  In  cross- 
ing the  state  through  the  interior  counties,  none  are  met, 
Hntil  reaching  the  central  parts  of  Genesee,  Lapeer  and  St. 
Clair.  Here  they  are  again  found  in  the  same  range  of  north*- 
em  townships,  where  they  first  occur,  in  the  counties  fcefore 
mentioned. 

North  of  this  belt  or  zone,  which  is  the  natural  boundary 
between  the  oak  openings  and  plains  of  the  south,  the  forest 
abounds  promiscuously  with  the  white,  yellow  and  Norway 
pine,  white  cedar,  tamarac,  ash,  oak,  birch,  sugar  maple,  syca- 
more, beech,  lynn,  elm,  white  wood,  black  walnut,  &c.,  &c. 

There  arc,  however,  extensive  districts  nearly  continuous 
from  Ottawa,  Kent  and  Ionia  counties,  northward,  of  openings 
and  small  prairies,  particularly  a  few  miles  inland  from  White 
river,  and  from  Great  and  Little  Sable  points.  But  on  ascend- 
ing the  Maskego  river  until  reaching  its  source,  theftce  north, 
on  both  sides  of  the  principal  meridian,  extensive  tract«i  occur, 
in  many  instances  free  from  a  mixture  of  other  timber,  while 
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in  other  places,  the  su^r  maple  and  beech  are  not  unfreqaendy 
found  commingling  with  pines  of  immense  girth. 

The  fact  of  the  white  wood  and  black  walnut  accompanying 
the  sugar,  and  beech,  as  seen  occupying  the  districts  inland, 
from  the  Sable  points,  in  towns  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  six- 
teen and  seventeen  north,  of  ranges  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen, 
seventeen  and  eighteen  west,  would,  to  the  most  ordinary  agri- 
culturist, demonstrate  the  superiority  of  the  soil,  and,  when 
taken  in  connection  with  the  limited  tracts  of  oak  openings  and 
the  great  amount  of  the  most  valuable  timber,  it  seems  difficult 
to  determine  any  preference  of  the  southern  over  the  northern 
portions  of  the  state. 

The  soil  is  not  considered  of  so  good  a  quality  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  peninsula,  imniediately  along  the  shore  of  lake 
Huron,  owing  to  its  low,  level  and  sandy  qualities,  consisting 
chiefly  of  the  debris  of  sand  rock.  Consequently  the  timber 
IS  generelly  stunted,  and  consists,  in  greater  proportion^  of 
birch,  tamarac  and  cedar. 

Where  pine  occurs,  it  is  mostly  too  snijall  to  be  profitably 
made  use  of     But  at  every  advance,  inland,  both  improve. 

The  face  of  the  country,  throughout  the  northern  interior,  is 
high  and  rolling,  or  undulating,  and  appears,  to  one  acquainted 
with  the  southern  psM-t  of  the  peninsula,  to  bear  a  close  resem- 
blance in  its  general  contour. 

It  may  be  considered,  then,  as  a  question  fully  decided,  that 
more  than  one-half  of  the  state  is  heavily  timbered,  in  that  part 
lying  ^bove  the  northern  railroad;  that  the  sugar  and  pine  are 
here  the  most  common,  as  well  as  the  most  valuable  timber; 
that  the  other  kinds  are  found  in  situations  equivalent  to  their 
occurrence  further  south,  upon  streams  and  bottom  lands,  or 
upon  plains  and  openings. 

No  tree  is  held  in  higher  estimation,  by  the  Indians,  than 
the  sugar  maple,  and  no  source  of  complaint  is  more  grievous, 
than  a  separation  from  it,  by  removal  to  places  where  it  is  not 
found. 

The  pine,  if  not  wasted,  or  wantonly  destroyed  by  fire,  or 
otherwise,  will  furnish  an  abundant  supply  for  a  long  time  to 
come. 

Variation  of  the  Magnetic  Medle. 

The  surveys  of  Michigan  were  intended  to  correspond  with 
the  true  meridian,  excepting  those  of  Mr.  Greenly,  before  men- 
tioned, which  were  made  without  an  observation  to  determine 
the  true  north.  There  appears,  however,  a  variation  between 
his  first  and  last  surveys,  of  about  1^. 

This  difiference  is  palpaple,  on  tracing  the  lines  along  the 
first  donation  lands,  to  the  rear  of  the  '' back  concessions"  so 
called,  but  the  time  which  elapsed  between  running  the  front 
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and  rear  lineSy  may  aocoimt  for  this  io  some  meaailrey  being 
about  three  years,  during  which  it  is  well  known,  there  must 
have  been  a  greater  or  less  alteration  in  the  magnetic  meri- 
dian.    The  needle,  in  this  instance,  was  attracted  westward. 

Mysterious  as  the  movement  of  this  instrument  is  accounted 
lo  be,  were  greater  attention  devoted  totan  examination  of  the 
causes  that  effect  it,  instead  of  diminishing  confidence  in  many 
of  its  results,  its  habits,  though  governed  no  doubt  by  a  subtle 
influence,  would  be  intimately  known,  aiui  its  uses  appreciated 
accordingly.  The  rights  of  our  citizens  to  their  property,  is 
closely  connected  with  this  inquiry. 

Columbus,  in  his  first  vovage  to  America,  first  noticed  the 
deflection  of  the  needle,  and  since  that  tiooe  the  subject  has  en- 
gaged the  unceasing  attention  of  the  scientific,  particularly  for 
the  last  few  years,  insomuch  that  measures  are  now  taken,  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  to  investigate  fully  the  causes  which 
are  known  constantly  to  effect  it 

In  1885,  the  line  of  no  variation  was  known  to  run  longitu- 
dinally through  about  the  middle  of  lake  Huron;  the  variation 
on  the  shore  twelve  miles  above  the  foot  of  the  lake,  was  6' 
east;  onPointeaux  Barques,  in  lat.  43^  51'  36";  seventy  miles 
from  the  foot  of  the  lake,  it  was  1°  88' ;  twenty  miles  west  of 
Pointe  aux  Barques  on  the  same  parallel,  it  was  2^  6' ;  farther 
west,  at  the  mouth  of  Saginaw  river,  inlat.  43°  36'  30",  2"=  19' 
east,  at  the  same  time  it  was  2°  10'  at  Detroit,  lat.  42"^  18'. 

This  line  of  no  variation,  has  had,  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
a  slow  and  perceptible  movement  westwaro,  whereby  conlto- 
oal  changes  are  observable  in  the  magnetic  meridian. 

The  rate  of  movement,  from  1810  to  1822,  was  from  2°  48^ 
to  3^  13'  22";  equal  to  25'  22"  increase  of  east  variation.  From 
1822  to  1828,  a  decrease  from  3^  13'  22"  to  2""  50';  (yearly 
difference,  4  4-10)  and  for  the  last  twelve  vears,  up  to  1840,  a 
decrease  2°  50'  to  2'^;  (yearly  difference,  4'  10")  2°  being  the 
variation  at  this  time  at  Detroit,  where  the  above  observations 
were  taken. 

The  progress  made  in  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  during 
the  last  three  years,  has  further  developed  this  subject 

In  1837,  on  lake  Michigan,  near  the  mouth  of  Grand  river, 
the  variation  was  4^  80'  east;  thirty  miles  north,  on  the  south 
side  of  Little  Point  au  Sable,  it  was  6°  15'  east;  and  twelve 
miles  further,  on  the  north  side  of  the  same  point  6^  00' ;  at  the 
mouth  of  Pierre  Marquette  river,  seventy-eight  mijes  above 
Grand  rivef,  4""  34'  east 

In  1838,  the  north  boundary  of  town  twenty-four  north, 
range  sixteen  west,  on  the  shore  of  lake  Michigan,  ninety-nine 
miles  above  Grand  River,  in  lat  44^  31'  it  was  4^  80'  ea^rt; 
thirty  miles  east  on  the  same  parallel,  2°  50'  east;  sixty  miles 
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east  on  the  same  parallel,  2^  45'  east;  ninety  miles  east,  same 
parallel;  at  the  principal  meridian,  2^  east 

The  magnetic  meridian  of  Detroit,  then,  wouM  pass  at  this 
time  diagonally  across  the  state,  having  a  bearing  from  Detroit 
to  the  mouth  of  Saginaw  river,  thence  to  where  the  township 
line  number  twenty-four  intersects  the  principal  meridian,  pas- 
sing off  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state  into  lake  Michigan, 
near  the  Little  Traverse  bay,  and  intersecting  the  western  ex- 
treme point  of  Wabashanee. 

Further  data  could  be  furnished  were  it  thought  necessary, 
but  the  foregoing  is  presumed  to  be  sufficient  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  practical  surveyors  to  the  Importance  of  accurately 
making  and  recording  their  observations. 

Diurnal  Variation, 

Besides  the  absolute  variation,  a  daily  motion  has  been  ob- 
served constantly  to  accompany  the  needle. 

The  amount  of  this  variation  corresponds  to  the  tempera- 
ture, and  therefore,  at  the  period  of  the  united  heat  of  the  earth 
and  atmosphere,  the  diurnal  variation  will  be  greatest.  This 
variation  tends  to  increase  the  absolute  western,  and  decrease 
the  eastern  variation,  because  the  north  end  of  the  needle  in 
this  case  invariably  points  to  the  west. 

Messrs.  John  Mullett  and  W.  A.  Burt,  are  the  only  gentle- 
men who  have  communicated  to  me  their  observations.  These 
were  made  without  a  thermometer  to  determine  the  degree  of 
temperature,  yet  during  several  summers,  the  correspondenoe 
of  their  observations  with  those  made  elsewhere,  agree  as  to 
the  amount  of  variation,  the  mean  for  August  and  ^^tember, 
being  14'.  Mr.  Burt  found  the  maximum  Tor  ono  day,  40',  but 
it  10  probable  that  other  causes  were  in  combination. 

Errors  arising  from  incorrect  observations. 

The  knoyvn  inaccuracy  of  the  first  public  surveys,  undoubt- 
edly arose  from  errors  in  making  observations  to  ascertain  the 
variation,  and  shows  ^  recklessness  to  obligation,  which  was 
probably  induced  by  the  newness  of  the  country,  and  apparent 
distance  of  detection. 

The  fairest  portion  of  the  state  was  sub-divided  i^ith  this 
evident  want  of  skill,  and  with  a  carelessness  in  the  first  sur- 
veyor^ which  has  already  resulted  in  a  vast  amount  of  trouble 
and  absolute  loss  to  a  portion  of  our  citizens. 

The  area  embraced  by  these  surveys  may  be  traced  on  the 
map,  commencing  at  the  south  boundary  of  the  state;  thence 
northward  forty-eighl  miles  to  the  base  line;  thence  fifty-four 
miles  up  to  town  number  nine  north;  thus  passing  along  the 
mexidiaa  of  seventeen  towns,  of  six  miles  square.    Range  lines 

♦  Mr.Wampler. 
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intenectiBg  these  nieridians  at  right  angles,  were  also  b^gun  at 
the  flouthem  boundary  of  the  state,  at  the  principal  meridian^ 
and  closing  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  state. 

The  lines  throughout  this  Avhole  tract  were  run  at  a  vari»^ 
tion  differing  but  little  from  4°  89'. 

The  error  lies  in  a  too  great  variation  of  about  1^  d(y  as  is 
proved: 

Ist.  By  platting  these  surveys  in  connection  with  those 
since  made,  where  a  convergency,  too  great,  of  two  miles  is 
observable,  on  a  meridian  of  fifty  miles. 

2d.  By  the  incorrect  manner  in  which  the  surveys  them- 
selves close;  in  many  instances,  a  difference  of  2^  and  3°  being 
necessary  to  meet  the  exigence. 

3d.  From  the  records  of  actual  observations,  made  both  be- 
fore and  since. 

4th.  From  the  improbability  of  the  variation  ever  having 
been  so  great  at  or  near  Detroit. 

In  1810,  colonel  Jared  Mansfield  records  the  variation  at  De- 
troit, at  2°  48'  00''  east. 

In  1822,  Messrs.  Mullet  and  Lyon,  records  the  variations  at 
Detroit,  at  8°  13'  22"  east. 

Between  the  time  of  the  above  two  observations,  during  the 
years  1816,  1817  and  1818,  the  error  was  committed,  and  if 
Mr.  Wampler,  who  performed  the  surveying,  was  right,  thep 
from  1810  to  1816,  the  variation  had  increased  from  2°  48'  to 
4°  89' ;  making  a  difference  of  1°  51'  in  six  years,  or  equal'  to 
18'  30"  each  year;  an  unheard  of  phenomenon  on  this  meridian, 
when  it  is  further  considered  that  in  1828  it  was  reduced  to  2° 
50' ;  decreasing  in  a  ratio  of  4  4-10'  per  year  only,  and  4'  10" 
being  the  average  annual  decrease  since  that  time. 

I  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  error,  to  a  neglect  of  observ- 
the  motion  of  the  north  star  at  the  time  of  observation* 

lis  star  revolves  round  the  pole  once  in  twenty-three  hours 
and  fifty-six  minutes;  and  when  at  its  greatest  eastern  or  wes- 
tern elongation,  is  1^  34'  nearly,  froEn  the  pole.  The  west)ern 
elongation  was,  no  doubt,  substituted  for  the  meridian,  which, 
it  was  intended  to  observe,  whereby  the  error  occurred. 

Little,  if  any,  attention  was  afterward  manifested  to  correct- 
ing this  error,  and  it  is  doubtful  wliether  a  suspicion  existed  in 
negard  to  it;  for  being  satisfied  with  having  obtained,  an  obser- 
vation at  one  point,  at  the  beginning  of  ike  survey,  three  yis&eirs 
were  afterwards  consumed  in  establishing  town  lines;  without 
an  alteration  of  5'  of  a  degree,  advancing  with  each  line  wes- 
terly over  a  space  of  one  hundred  miles,  as  in  the  instance  of 
towns  Nos.  17  north. 

Now,  so  far  as  the  best  information  collected  up  to  this  time, 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  jnagnotlc  variation,  (which  is  stated 
by  professor  iioomis,  in  the  American  Journal  ><x  Science,  voL 
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84,  to  be  about  1^  in  sixty  English  miles,)  these  lines,  on  the  We** 
tern  boundary  of  the  survey,  should  have  been  run  ata  variation 
of  1^  40'  greater  than  on  the  eastern.  Hence  arises  the  cause 
of  that  iseries  of  fractional  townships  adjoining  the  principal 
meridian,  throughout  the  extent  of  this  survey. 

Decrease  of  elevation  in  the  waters  of  the  Lakes. 

All  that  is  necessary  to  observe  on  this  subject,  is,  a  notice 
of  the  decrease  in  the  level  of  the  waters  of  the  great  lakes 
during  the  past  year. 

It  is  a  question,  I  believe,  satisfactorily  determined  at  the 
present  time,  that  there  exists  no  perceptible  tide  in  them, 
which  can  be  referable  to  planetary  influence,  yet  for  a  long 
tim^  to  come,  it  is  presumed,  on  the  ordinary  fluctuations  pro- 
duced by  atmospheric  agency,  will  bo  considered  a  tidal  wave^ 
nor  will  the  persuasion  be.  easily  dismissed,  that  so  great  an 
expanse  of  water  can  remain  unafiected,  at  least  to  some  de- 
gree. 

The  question  is  also  as  fully  determined  as  to  their  general 
rise  for  a  succession  of  years,  and  then  their  general  subsidence 
to  a  certain  minimum,  the  actual  degree  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  maximum,  were  not  recorded  previous  to  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred. 

Their  elevation  in  1838,  was  given  in  my  report  of  last  year. 
The  waters  had  then  attained  to  five  feet  and  three  inche?. 
This  proved  to  be  a  greater  flood  than  had  occurred  within  the 
last  century. 

Table  of  elevation  and  depression  in  the  waters  of  the  lakesy  com- 

pared  with  that  of  June  1,  1839. 


Feet. 

Inc's. 

Feet. 

Inc'a. 

August  21,  1838,  highest  stage, 

1 

5 

03 

September,  do    decrease. 

0 

03 

5 

00 

October,       do          do 

0 

09 

4 

03 

Novenr»ber,  do          do 

I 

00 

3 

03 

December,   do          do        same, 

3 

03 

January,  1839,          do 

1 

08 

1 

07 

June  10,    do        increase. 

2 

01 

3 

0» 

July  31,     do            do 

0 

03 

3 

11 

'    Sept.  20,     do        decrease. 

0 

09 

3 

0^ 

Oct    28,    do            do 

0 

09 

2 

06 

Nov.  27,    do            do        same. 

2 

0& 

Jan.  30,  1840,          do 

1 

08 

0 

09 

Future  prospects  of  the  Peninsula. 

It  would  not  be  difficult,  from  its  topographical  features,  to 
{predict  the  futore  condition  and  prospeets  of  the  peninsula. 
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It  is  conceded  that  moet  of  the  soil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  production  of  wheat  and  other  grains;  and  that  at  present, 
after  disposing  of  a  quantity  equal  to  the  whole  product  o{  any 
other  state,  the  surplus  which  remains  would  equal  in  amoont 
that  already  disposed  of* 

No  district  will  ever  be  exclusively  manufacturing,  even 
tiiough  the  coal  in  the  central  counties  will  in  time  be  an  arti*^ 
de  of  common  use. 

The  necessity  which  compels  the  erection  of  manufacturing 
establishments  propelled  by  steam  elsewhere,  is  the  want  of 
hydraulic  power;  no  such  necessity  exists  throughout  our 
whole  peninsula;  were  it  otherwise,  and  a  resort  be  had  to 
steam,  the  coal  region  will  furnish  an  abundant-supply  for  all 
purposes  which  any  other  state  can  boast. 

Hence  it  is,  that  so  common  are  the  facilities  for  the  erection 
of  mills  on  our  streams,  that  there  are  no  less  than  three  hun»> 
dred  and  etghty*six  for  flouring  and  sawing,  in  thirteen  counr 
ties;  Oakland  and  Lenawee  each  have  fifty-one,  and  Washte- 
naw fifty*eight 

With  equal  facilities  for  making  lumber,  the  pine  of  thoQorth 
has  already  become  an  article  of  export  from  our  shores^. 

Already  such  is  the  pursuit  after  the  wealth  which  lies  sto* 
Ted  up  within  the  lakes,  that  public  attention  is  turned  to  the 
establishment  of  extensive  fisheries  on  their  distant  shores  and 
islands,  and  it  will  require  but  a  few  years  for  the  develop- 
ment of  this  field  of  enterprize,  and  realization  of  its  lucrative 
returns. 

Michigan  is  a  maratime  state,  having  the  advantages  of  the 
commerce  of  immense  inland  seas  on  every  side;  add  to  this 
the  agricultural  resources  of  which  she  is  capable,  and  withih 
"rtie  last  twelve  months  has  given  an  earnest,  in  her  interior 
lakes  and  rivers,  her  resources  in  lumber  and  minerals,  and  an 
estimate  may  be  fornted  of  her  future  prospects  and' wealth; 
in  the  exportation  of  her  products,  the  establishment  of  mfancp- 
factories,  in  lines  of  internal  improvement,  and  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  citizens. 

S.  W.  HIGGINS, 
Tffpograpke^  to  the  Greologieai  Survey^  * 

Report  ^f  C.  C.  D0UGLA88,  AssistaTit  Qeqlogist 

Detroit,  Jan.  13,  1840. 
7b  Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  hon6r 
herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  generaL  results  of  so  mtch  of 
my  geological  and  topographical  examinations,  made  during 
the  past ;  year,  as  are  pf  practical  iitifity. 

[H.  R.  Doc]  31 
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In  addition  to  the  geological  examinations,  specunenc  have 
been  collected,  illustrating  the  geology,  mineralogy  and  soib 
of  the  counties  examined,  and  in  accordance  with  your  instroo* 
tions,  by  which  the  assistants  in  the  department  of  geology 
were  required  to  perform  the  additional  duties  of  assistants  in 
the  topographical  department  of  the  survey,  field  notes  for  the 
construction  of  accurate  topographical  maps  of  nearly  every 
township  examined  during  the  past  season,  nave  been  returned 
to  that  office. 

My  time  during  the  past  year  has  been  chiefly  occupied  in 
making  a  detailed  examination  of  the  northern  and  western 
counties  of  the  state. 

In  order  to  avoid,  as  far  as  may  be,  that  repetition  which 
would  necessarily  result  from  a  consideration  of  the  counties 
separately,  I  have  grouped  in  a  single  district,  the  counties  of 
Jacksorij  Calhoun^  Kalamazoo,  Eaton,  Ionia  and  Kent,  and  com* 
prised  in  a  second  group,  the  lake  counties,  Ottawa,  Fan  Bu" 
ren,  and  Mkgan^  The  geological  features  of  the  first  group  of 
counties  would  be  extremely  interesting,  containing  as  it  does 
the  principal  coal  series  of  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  were 
it  not  for  that  almost  universal  covering  of  diluvium  and  an- 
cient alluvion,  varying  in  thickness  from  a  few  inches  to  seve- 
ral hundred  feet,  beneath  which  they  are  to  a  great  extent  cod- 
cealed. 

General  remarks  on  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Calhouny  Kalamqr 

zoo,  Eaton,  Ionia  and  Kent.  ,    . 

In  their  topographical  features^  these  counties;  as  a  whole, 
may  be  described  as  gently  undulating,  with  frequent  level 
tracts  of  land,  and  occasional  irregular  knobby  ridges. 

The  major  part  of  Jackson,  Calhoun  and  Kalamazoo  coun- 
ties, presents  black  oak,  white  oak,  and  hickory  openings,  in- 
terspersed with  plains  of  white,  black  and  burr  oak,  and  hick- 
ory; while  there  are  numerous  tracts  of  heavily  timbered  land 
and  prairies. 

Ionia  and  Kent  counties  are  nearly  equally  divided  between 
oak  openings,  plains  ^nd  heavy  timbered  land.  Eaton  county 
is  mostly  heavily  timbered  with  beacb,  maple,  &c. 

The  soil  of  these  counties,  as  a  whole,  do  not  appear  to  have 
resulted  from  the  disintegration  of  the  rocks  upon  which  they 
are  based,  but  to  have  had  their  origin  chiefly  from  the  transi- 
tion and  primary  rocks  lying  farther  to  the  north.  Intermixed 
with  these,  is  not  unfrequently  a  proportion  of  the  debris  of  the 
coal  bearing  rocks,  or  the  rocks  of  that  series  which  forms  by 
far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  district  under  consideration. 
Boulders  of  primary  rocks,  are  not  of  nnfrequent  occurrence, 
and  in  some  places  occur  in  very  great  abundance. 

The  soil  derived  from  these  source^  prosents  all  the  varie- 
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ties,  (Pom  a  §iIieeous  sand  to  a  stiff  olay;  nevertheless,  the  most 
meagre  of  these  soils  contains  the  mineral  and  orffaoic  elements 
whidi  are  necessary  to  the  grorwth  of  vegetatK)n.  As  if  to 
iiippiy  these  soils,  which  may  have  been  naturally  meagre,  or 
ibiay  have  been  rendered  so  by  exhausting  crops,  nature  has 
deposited  inexhaustible  quantities  of  manures,  almost  univer- 
sally, throughout  the  counties,  in  the  form  of  decayed  vegeta- 
bie  muck,  shell  and  tufaoeons  marl,  marly  clays,  limestone  and 
gypsum. 

Mari>  which  is  more  universally  distributed  than  any  other 
of  the  calcareous  manures  of  this  district,  and  which  will,  in 
consequence  of  this  lact,  admit  of  a  more  universal  application, 
18  in  itself  more  vahiable  for  this  purpose  than  limestone,  since 
it  generally  contains  vegetable  and  animal  matter  iil^combina* 
tion,  and  its  effects  are  more  immediate*  It  exists  in  a  state  of 
minute  sub^division,  and  is  in  a  condition  prepared  to  become 
directly  a  constituent  of  the  soil;  while  it  is  necessary  that 
limestone,  as  well  as  gypsum,  should  first  bq  reduced  to  powder. 

MarL 

.  Deposites  of  marl  were  found  in  nearly  every  town  in  the 
counties  under  consideration,  oceuring  in  the  beds  and  banks 
of  lakes  and  streams,  in  marshes,  as  well  as  occasionally,  on 
the  more  elevated  and  dry  lands,  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  wateuTi 

This  latter/ position  is  not  unfrequent,  but  marls  found  in 
this  situation,  invariably  show  that  they  occupy  what  has  here- 
tofore been  the  bed  of  some  lake  or  pool.  Thus  the  marl  does 
not  seem  to  be  confined  to  any  particular  soil  or  geological 
position. 

For  further  particulars,  i^especting  the  origin  and  formation 
of  marl,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Hubbard's  report 

Local  details  of  MarL    Jackson  County^ 

Shell  marl  occurs  more  or  less  abundantly  in  the  town  of 
Napoleon,  on  sections  twelve,  fourteen,  fifteen  and  nineteen, 
and  other  deposites  of  minor  importance,  were  also  noticed  in 
4hBs  town. 

.  '  In  the  town  of  ColumbuSy  marl  occurs,  forming  a  very  ex- 
tensive deposit  in  the  vicinity  of  Clark's  lake.  It  also  occurs 
abundantly  on  sections  eight,  nine,  thirteen,  nineteen,  twenty- 
eight  and  twenty-nine,  in  the  same  town.  Several  of  these 
deposites  have  an  area  of  more  than  one  hundred  acres. 

Several  very  extensive  beds  of  marl  were  noticed  in  the 
-town  of  lAberty,  on  sections  eleven,  thirteen,  twenty-three, 
twenty-four  and  twenty-seven,  as  well  as  in  the  bed  of  Powell's 
•  lake  and  its  vicinity. 

The  town  of  Spring  Aiior  abounds  in  extensive  beds  of  marl. 
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wUch  were  more  particularly  noticed  <m  sectiwa  twenty-one, 
twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine. 

Hanover.  A  bed  of  marl  having  an  area  of  more  than  one 
hundred  acres,  was  noticed,  foiming  a  portion  of  the  bed  and 
banks  of  Farweil's  lake.  Inexhaustible  deposites  of  shell  and 
tufaceous  marls  occur  near  a  lake  which  forms  the  head  of 
Kalamazoo  river. 

Town  of  Sandstone.  Marl  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in 
making  excavations  in  the  marshes  of  this  town.  It  was  noticed 
near  the  village  of  Barry,  and  also  on  the  farm  of  the  hon* 
Mr.  Gidley. 

Pulaski.  Marl  occurs  in  abundance  in  many  of  the  lakes 
and  marshes  of  this  town.  A  very  extensive  bed  of  shell  and 
tufaceous  marl  was  noticed  on  the  farm  of  Isaac  N.  Swain, 
section  two,  occupying  an  area  of  more  than  sixty  acres,  and 
having  a  thickness  exceeding  six  feet.  An  extensive  bed  was 
also  noticed  on  section  twenty-five. 

Rives.  A  somewhat  extensive  deposite  of  marl  occurs  on 
section  nine. 

Leoni.  Marl,  in  inexhaustible  quantities,  occurs  near  the 
outlet  of  Wolf  lake,  and  also  upon  sections  four,  eleven,  twelve, 
twenty-two  and  twenty-three. 

Town  of  Jackson.  Marl  occurs  in  this  town,  in  abimdanoe, 
on  sections  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-«ix,  twenty-seven  and 
thirty-one,  (town  three  south,  range  one  west,)  and  also  on 
section  thirty-one,  (town  two  south,  range  one  west) 

Concord.  Several  extensive  beds  of  marl  occur  in  this  town 
which  were  more  particularly  examined  on  sections  eight  and 
nine.     Al?o  in  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  Kalanuizoo  river. 

Grass  Lake.  On  sections  thirteen  and  twenty-nine,  in  this 
town,  extensive  beds  of  shell  marl  were  examined. 

Springport.  An  extensive  bed  of  marl  occurs  on  8et^i<« 
fifteen. 

Tompkins.  An  extensive  bed  of  shell  marl  was  examined 
on  section  seventeen,  in  this  town. 

Eaton  County. 

Kalamo.  Several  very  extensive  beds  of  marl  were  observ- 
ed on  sections  twenty-two  and  twenty-five,  (town  two  north, 
range  six  west,)  and  on  section  nineteen,  (range  five  west) 

Kalamazoo  County. 

Texas.  Shell  and  tufaceous  marls  occur  in  the  beds  of  seve- 
ral lakes  in  this  town.  Also  on  sections  thirty-one  and  thirty- 
two,  of  the  same  town,  is  an  extensive  deposite  of  this  oiine- 
ral. 

Alamo.  On  sections  one,  nine,  twelve  and  twenty-four,  9%' 
tensive  beds  of  marl  were  examined. 
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Cooper.  Marl  is  not  uafrequeoily  met  with  in  the  alluvial 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Katai^aeoo  river. 

Ro89.  Marl  was  noticed  in  several  of  the  lakes  and  marshes 
of  this  town. 

Kalamazoo.  Tufaceous  and  shell  marls  occur  in  a  large 
marsh  and  in  the:  valley  of  a  small  stream  north-west  from  the 
village  of  Kalamazoo. 

.    Ckesler.     Extensive  deposites  of  marl  abound  in  this  town, 
CD  sections  four,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve  and  twenty-four. 

Calhoun  County. 

Marl  occurs  at  intervals  through  this  county  in  the  alluvial 
lands  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  and  pebbles  and  boulders  are  not 
unfrequently  seen  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  incrusted  Vith  a 
thick  coat  of  tufaceous  marl. 

Milton.  Marl  was  observed  in  this  town  on  the  fann  of  hon. 
S.  McCamly.  It  also  occurs  in  several  of  the  small  lakes  and 
streams. 

JHarengo.  Marl  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  this  town. 
An  extensive  bed  was  observed  on  sections  one  and  two. 

Marl  was  observed  in  the  town  of  Marshall^  near  the  hon^ 
Mr.  Pierce's  mills.  Also,  in  comparatively  small  quantity,  in 
the  low  lands  between  the  village  of  Marshall  and  the  Kala- 
mazoo riven 

Kent  County. 

Town  six  north,  range  nine  west.  Tufa  occurs  in  this  town; 
ship  in  the  bed  of  Flat  river,  on  section  twenty-six,  in  a  very 
extensive  deposite. 

Marl  was  observed  on  sections  three  and  eight,  township  six 
north,  range  twelve  west. 

Extensive  deposites  of  shell  marl  occur  on  sections  twenty- 
two  and  twenty-three,  township  seven  north,  range  ten  west 

Marl  was  examined  in  township  eight  north,  range  eleven 
west,  on  sections  thirteen  and  fourteen,  in  a  dry  burr  oak  plain. 

hnid  County. 

Tufaceous  marl  occurs  in  inexhaustible  quantities  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Lyon,  town  of  Maple.  Incrusted  in  some  portions 
of  this  tufa,  are  quantities  of  leaves,  recent  shells,  ana  in  one 
instance  have  been  found  the  vertebra  and  other  remains  of  a 
large  snake. 

Marl  occurs  on  section  one,  township  six  north,  range  five 
west;  its  extent  unknown. 

Extensive  beds  of  shell  and  tufaceous  marl  exist  near  Mr. 
Dexter's  mill,  in  the  village  of  Ionia.  Also,  in  the  bed  and 
banks  of  several  of  the  small  streams  west  of  Ionia  village. 
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Extensive  b^ds  of  mari  occur  on  sections  ten,  eleven  and 
twenty-two,  township  eight  north,  range  eight  west. 
'-■  This  abstract  of  the  locations  of  this  valuable  niineral  only 
includes  some  of  the  most  extensive  deposites.  It  is  sufBoient, 
however,  to  render  it  apparent  that  mari  is  distributed  in  suf- 
ficient abundance  to  afford  a  ready  supply  for  use  as  a  manure, 
as  also  for  the  manufacturing  of  quick  lime.  It  is  within  the 
reach  of  every  man  to  obtain  this  restorative  for  his  soils  or  a 
lime  for  economical  purposes  ;  an  article  of  which,  otherwise 
much  of  the  country  would  be  nearly  destitute. 

PeaL 

This  combustible  alluvium  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  ia 
the  counties  under  consideration,  in  considerable  quantities. 
That  which  has  been  examined,  is  chiefly  of  a  coarse  and 
fibrous  character  at  the  surface;  while  at  a  slight  depth,  its 
Compactness  is  much  increased.  It  will  afford  a  tolerable  ar- 
ticle for  fuel,  when  the  wants  of  the  country  shall  require  it. 
This  substance  will,  if  properly  prepared  in  compost  heaps, 

E rove. of  great  value  to  the  farmer,  as  a  manure  for  enriching 
is  land,  and  occurring  as  it  does  in  abundance,  this  must  even- 
tually become  a  subject  of  great  importance. 

Clays  and  Sands, 

Sands  and  clays  forming  portions  of  the  diluvial  and  alluvial 
deposites  are  found  in  occasional  somewhat  extensive  beds,  in 
various  parts  of  the  counties  under  consideration,  and  may  be 
found  occupying  positions,  from  the  lowest  sink  to  the  summit 
of  the  highest  elevation,  apparently  having  no  regular  order  of 
place  but  appearing  in  the  form  ot  irregular  deposites. 

Sandj  suitable  for  moulding,  brick  making  and  for  mortar, 
occurs  in  great  abundance,  and  is  usually  composed  of  grains 
of  quartz,  hornblende  and  the  debris  of  other  primary  minerals. 
II  sometimes  appears  in  a  stratified  form,  and  this  stratification 
more  frequently  assumes  *an  oblique  direction  to  the  plane  of 
the  horizon. 

Many  portions  of  the  .soft  and  disintegrating  sandrock  may 
be  made  to  furnish  a  good  material  for  the  manufacture  of 
glass;  and  its  freedom  from  impurities  renders  it  peculiarly 
adapted  to  use  for  this  purpose.  The  most  important  situations 
ia  which  sandrock,  most  suitable  for  this  purpose,  occurs,  are 
at  Jackson,  Barry  and  Concord,  Jackson  county  ;  also  at  the 
village  of  Marengo,  and  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Bagg,  section  se- 
venteen, town  of  Marshall,  Calhoun  county. 

The  clays  of  these  counties  may  be  described  according  to 
their  predominating  colors,  viz:  red,  gray  and  blue  clays.  The 
red  and  gray  are  by  far  the  most  abundant,  and  may  be  made 
to  enter  largely  into  use,  for  economical  purposes.    By  far  the 
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greater  portion'Of  theee  days  is  contaminated  by  the  admixtujre 
of  lime,  but  since  the  marly  portions  of  the  clay  usoaUy  form 
Isnbda  in  the  depOsites,  the  manuiacture  of  bricks,  if  sufficient 
care  be  used  to  separate  the  different  portions  of  the  mass,  is 
enabled  without  much  difficulty  to  obtain  a  clay  well  adapted 
for  the  uaes  to  which  it  has  been  applied.  The  marly  portions 
may  readily  be  known  by  the  application  of  a  simple  test,  which 
is  always  at  hand;  for  if  a  smiali  piece  of  clay  containing  cai*- 
.bonate  of  lime  be  thrown  into  vinegar,  efiervescence  will  lake 
place,  or,  in  other  words,  bubbles  of  carbonic  acid  will  rise  to 
the  surface,  and  this  will  take  place,  more  or  less  actively,  ac- 
cording as  the  proportion  of  the  contaminating  marl  or  lime  i? 
greater  or  less.  This  simple  test,  which  is  within  the  reach  <)f 
every  individual,  may  frequently,  if  applied,  save  much  disapi- 
pointment  and  expense. 

Blue  clay  is  but  rarely  seen  in  these  counties.  In  Eaton 
county,  in  township  two  north,  range  five  west,  a  blue  clay 
not  unlike  the  clay  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  was  penetrated 
in  digging  a  well  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet.  It  contains 'pri- 
mary gravel  and  pebWes. 

Boulders. 

■Numerous  water-worn  fragments  of  the  primary  rocks  are 
found  scattered  through  the  counties  under  consideration* 
They  were  noticed  as  particularly  abundant  on  some  parts  of 
the  territorial  road  between  Jackson  and  Mar^ b^U-  ^Iso  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Grand  and  Kalamazoo  rivers.  But  few  of , these 
were  of  lime  or  sandstone.  Among  the  lime  boulders,  ja  few 
were  seen  of  several  tons  weight.  They  contain  numerous  fos- 
sils characteristic  of  an  older  rock  than  any  found  in  place  in 
the  south  part  of  this  state. 

Bog  Iron  Ore. 

Deposites  of  bog  ore  occur  in  limited  quantities  in  matiy  plar 
ces,  its  presence  being  apparent  in  the  highly  ferruginous  spot^ 
of  eart(i.  The  most  extensive  deposites  were  noticed  in  Pulas- 
ki, Jackson  county,  and  at  Kalamazoo  and  Prairie  Ronde,  Ka^ 
Is^mazoo  county.  In  the  town  of  Pulaski,  is  a  bed  of  this  ore,  hav- 
ing an  area  of  not  far  from  five  acres,  and  is  deposited  chief- 
ly near  the  source  .of  several  copious  chalybeate  springs,  on-^he 
farm  of  Isaac  N.  Swain,  section  two.  The  ore  is  chiefly  shot 
and  ochreoud,  with  intermixed  masses  of  ore;  the  whole  beinj^ 
mixed  with  tufaceous  lime.  .  This  bed  has  been  examined  to  ai 
depth  of  more  than  five  feet  without  penetrating  through  thel 
bed.  The  ore  is  of  a  light  yellow  color,  being  what  is  tech^ 
nically  known  as  live  ore.  It  may  be  easily  excavated,  having 
but  a  slight  covering  of  earth,  and  is  also  well  situated  for  the 
manufac^ring  of  iron,  being  in  the  vicinity  of  hydraulic  pow- 
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er,  wood,  tofa  and  sandstone,  and  is  by  far  the  imst  eUBnaive 
bed  examined  in  Jackson  county. 

It  may  be  considered  as  sufficiently  extensive  to  warrant  the 
erection  of  a  furnace  for  its  reduction. 

Ore  occurs  in  the  vicinity  of  Prairie  R<mde,  on  section  twen- 
ty-one, in  beds  varying  from  a  few  yards  to  several  rods  in 
extent,  distributed  over  an  area  of  fifteen  to  twenty  bcres,  with 
tin  average  thickness  of  six  inches.  It  is  of  a  dark  color,  and 
rests  on  peat  and  tremulous  muck  or  decayed  vegetable  matter. 

JBoof  Ore  of  Kalamazoo. 

This  ore  is  chiefly  of  a  light  yellow  color  and  occurs  mostly 
ID  masses  of  several  pounds  weight,  but  also  in  the  form  of 
shot  and  ochre.  It  occurs  in  separate  beds  forming  ridges,  and 
these  beds  vary  from  a  few  rods  to  several  acres  in  extent, 
over  an  area  which  may  be  estimated  at  fropi  eighty  to  one 
hundred  acres.  It  varies  from  a  few  inches  to  four  feet  io 
thickness.  This  ore  is  situated  on  and  contiguous  to  the  banks 
of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  and  from  half  a  mile  to  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  village  of  Kalamazoo.  This  is  the  most  exten- 
sive and  valuable  deposite  of  bog  ore  I  have  examined  in  the 
state.  It  is  well  situated  and  will  warrant  the  erection  of  an 
extensive  foundry  for  its  reduction.  An  analysis  of  one  hun- 
dred grains  of  this  ore  gives  the  following  mean  results: 


Grains. 


Peroxide  of  iron, 
Silicia  and  alumine, 
Carbonate  of  lime. 
Water, 

BB   ::■■.•■:■     s     ;-  ■    .-ttt-  rrrrr   T-.r-i — : 


78.45 
7.95 
1.10 

12.50 


Kidney  Iron  Ore. 

The  stratum  in  which  this  ore  is  imbeded  appears  in  the 
slightly  elevated  bank  of  Noitawa  creek,  on  section  twenty- 
four,  in  the  town  of  Athens,  Calhoun  county.  In  character  and 
quality,  this  ore  is  not  unlike  that  at  Union  city.  Branch  coun- 
ty. The  clay  in  which  it  occurs  is  well  adapted  for  the  manur 
facture  of  brick  or  pottery. 

Gypsum, 

Gypsum  or  plaster,  occurs  in  Kent  county,  forming  the  bed 
and  banks  of  rlaster  creek,  near  the  junction  of  that  streank 
with  Grand  river.  It  makes  its  appearance  at  two  or  three 
places  in  the  banks  of  the  stream.  .  After  a  careful  examina^ 
tion  of  the  surrounding  country,  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  this 
mineral  exists  in  distinct  beds  extending  at  intervals,  over  an 
area  of  several  miles.  The  precise  limits  I  was  unable  tode^ 
fine  on  account  of  the  almost  universal  covering  of  sand  and 
gravely  by  which  it  is  concealed  from  view.    The  teds  of  gyp* 
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MQTi  rest  upoQy'Or  are  embraced  in  the  limeroek'of  this  district, 
and  are  surrounded  bjr  a  gypsous  hiarl,  usually /of  do  very  frelit 
tUcbiess.  The  gypsum  is  of  the  fibrous  variety^  and'  is  "(vell 
« adapted  to  all  the  uses  to  which  this  valuable  fninera)  is  applied, 
and  it  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  inestimable  value  te  the  agrlcql- 
tural  interests  of  the  surrounding  oountry,  as  well  as  to  the 
other  iMurts  of  our  state.  t 

ROCKS. 

The  rooks  of  the  counties  under  consideoration,  are  not  nii- 
tnerous  and  these  are  so  universally  enveloped  by  the  drluvium 
as  to  present  but  few  points  which  allow  of  satisfactory  ext- 
minations. 

They  may  here  be  considered  under  two  divisions;  the  rocks 
which  overlie  or  which  are  associated  with  the  coal^  and  those 
which  lie  below  the  lowest  of  the  coal  beds.  The  latter  divi- 
sion occupies  the  south  part  of  Ja,ckson,  the  south  part  of  Cal- 
houn and  a  large  part  of  Kalamazoo  counties;  as  well  as  k  cod- 
siderable  portion  of  the  adjacent  counties  on  the  south,  which 
are  comprised  within  Mr.  Hubbard's  district,  and  were  exami^ 
ned  conjointly  with  him.  As  the  series  comes  more  fully  to 
view  in  the  latter  district,  and  in  order  to  avoid  repetition,  it 
has  been  deemed  advisable  so  to  blend  the  reports  as  to  leave 
to  Mr.  Hubbard  the  full  consideration  of  all  the  rocks  lying 
below  the  coal. 

The  coal  bearing  rocks  included  in  the  first  divisi(yn^  embrace 
a  series  of  aUemating  layers  or  apparently  irregular  beds  of 
sandstone,  shale,  coal  and  limestone,  holding  thi^  following  o^- 
der  of  placet 

ist '  Upper  coat  strat^i;  consisting  of  layers  of  coal,  shale  and 
sandstone. 

2d.   LimestoiM;  found  in  limited  and  apparently  irregular 

8«L  Sandstone;  light  grey  and  red. 

AiL  Lower  coal  strata;  embracing  ais  above,  ahernaffng  lay- 
ers of  coal,  shale  and  sandstone.  * 

These  will  be  treated  of  separatelv  In  ascending  order,  'fcom- 
menoing  with  the  strata  which  are  fonnd  next  oi^ertaying'thh 
coarse,  qnartzose  sandrock,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Htfbbard  99(3^- 
cupying  the  highest  place  in  the  series  o(  rotsks  embraced'  fc 
In  report. 

'  I  shaff  preface  my  remarks  on  th^e  low^ir  coal  strata,,  by  some 
obflervations  on  the  range  and  iextent  of  thife  coal  formation^  6f 
hastate-  .      .        •  t 

The  resuto  of  my  labors  la  tracing  the  extent  of  tfce  coal 
boain  duritig  the  past  season,  has  been  more  satisfactory  (hw 
I  could  have  anticipati^d,  when  the  many  obstacles  tt^at  con- 
stantly retard  such  examinations  are  taken  into  consideration. 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  32 
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The  thick  mass  of  detrital  matter  which  coren  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  rocks  of  the  coal  bearing  group,  is  an  effectual  iMir* 
rier  to.  examinations  of  their  character  except  at  those  distaiit 
.  points  where  the  sereral  rocks  make  their  out-crop.  The  ra« 
pidity  with  which  many  of  these  rocks  disintegrate  and  become 
covered  with  debris  not  unfrequently  so  effectually  conceals 
them  from  view  as  to  leave  us  m  many  places  ignorant  of  the 
underlaying  strata,  except  so  far  as  deductions  may  be  drawn 
from  general  principles.  These  are  a  few  of  the  difficulties  that 
I  have  had  to  contend  with  in  reducing  to  any  thing  tike' accu- 
racy the  general  results  of  the  scattered  local  information  col- 
lected. 

In  conducting  these  examinations,  T  found  it  necessary  to 
pass  over  parts  of  the  country  previously  examined,  in  order 
to  determine  with  more  accuracy  the  probable  limits  of  the  coal 
basin. 

These  examinations  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  coal 
basin  extends  over  a  much  larger  area'than  had  before  been 
assigned  to  it.  Most  of  this  basin  is  so  covered  with  the  su- 
perincumbent strata  of  sandstone,  sand  and  gravel,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  **  working*'  of  the  beds,  at  very  many  points,  except 
by  the  sinking  of  shafts  for  that  purpose. 

RANGE  ANn  EXTENT  OF  THE  COAL  BEARING  ROOK8. 

The  following  is  the  nearest  approximation  that  our  present 
knowledge  of  the  subject  can  furnish  towards  the  extent  of  the 
coal  series  of  r0(^ks  in  the  counties  under  consideration.  The 
rocks  of  the  coal-bearing  group,  in  their  most  southerly  exten- 
sion, occur  at  Napoleon,  Spring- Arbor  and  Concord^  in  Jacksoa 
county;  Bthd  at  Albion,  Calhoun  county.  From  thence  the  line 
of  junction  between  these  and  the  rock  below,  passes  througk 
the  town  of  Marengo,  and  the  north  part  of  the  town  of  Mar- 
shall; thence  it  continues  westerly  through  the  town  of  Penn^ 
field,  into  Barry  county;  through  which  county  the  lind  of 
junction  has  not  been  traced.  Rocks  of  this  group  are  again 
met  with  at  the  rapids  of  Grand  river  and  its  vicinity. 

On  the  east,  the  group  of  rocks  appears  in  the  townsof  Leo- 
ni  and  West  Portage,  in  Jackson  county;  and  in  the  north-^ast 
corner  town  of  Ingham  county,  in  the  bed  and  banks  of  the 
Red  Cedar  river. 

Beyond  this  it  has  not  yet  been  carefully  traced^  but  its 
boundary  is  known  to  stretch  north-easterly  across  the  Shia- 
wassee and  Flint  rivers,  including  the  village  of  Shiawassee- 
town,  Corunna  and  Owasso,  within  the  basin;  while  the  village 
of  Flint,  in  Genesee  county,  will  probably  be  found  to  fall  a 
short  distance  without,  and  southr^asterly  from  it;  thus  brings 
.ing  within  the  limits  of  the  coal  rocJcs,  parts  of  Genesee,  Shia- 


/i 
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^VBssee,  iDgham,  Jackson,  Calhool),  Barry  and  Kent  counties, 
ttid  probably  the  wholo  of  Eaton,  Ionia  and  Clinton  eoanties^ 

LOCAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  LOWER  COAL  GRJ^P. 

Jackaoji  CoutUy, — In  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of  Spring 
Arbor,  along  the  valley  of  Sandstone  creek,  the  coal  makes  an 
Qutrcrop,  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  superincu(nbent  rocks, 
and  has  only  a  slight  covering  of  diiluvial  sand  and  graveL 
Xhia  coal  waa  exposed  ia  digging  .for  4he  foundation  of  a  mill, 
on  section  one,  and  an  amount  estimated  at  one  thousand  five 
hmsdred  bushels  has  been  raised.  The  influx  of  water  from 
t]]^  cr^k  prevented  those  engaged  in  the  work  from  sinking 
through  the  bed;  it  was,  however,  penetrated  c^t  one  point,  to 
the  depth  of  three  feet.  This  coal  has  been  used  in  smithing^ 
and  found  to  answer  a  good  purpose. 

This  is  probably  the  lowest  stratum  of  coal  in  the  state. 
Thexe  can  ne  littl^  doubt  that,  the  bituminous  shale  discovered 
at  Jackson,  belongs  to  the  lower  coal  stratum,  and  that  coal 
might  be  prp<;ured  at  that  place  by  sinking  a  shaft. 

The  embraced  beds  of  coal  appear  to  thin  out  as  we  ap- 
proach the  south  edge  of  the  basin;  thus,  a  well,  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  north  from  Spring  Arbor,  has  exposed,  at  a  depth  of 
fifteen  feet,  the  lower  bed  of  coal  reduced  to  a  thickness  of 
about  nine  inches. 

.  Calhoun  Q^uiUy. — ^Although  no  coal  in  place  was  met  with 
in  this  cpupty,  the  neighborhood  of  the  coal  bed  is  indicated  at 
a  few  points.  Thus,  at  Albion,  I  was  led  to  this  impression  by 
the  presence  of  its  associated  sand-rocks,  and  of  coal  thrown 
out  of  the  stream  in  the  bursting  of  the  mill  dam  on  the  Kala* 
mazoo,  as  also  by  the  loose  angular  bits  of  coal  found  imbeded 
in  the  soils. 

In  the  town  of  Pennfield,  I  observed  several  large  angular 
pieces  of  loose  coal  taken  from  Battle  creek.  These  evidently 
had  not  been  transported  far,  and  thus  I  inferred  an  out-crop  of 
the  coal  bed  farther  up  the  stream. 

hgham  County. — In  the  north-ea»t  corner  town  of  this  conn- 
ty,  the  ooal  crops  out  in  the  banks  and  bed  of  Red  Cedar  river* 
Here  it  is  embraced  in  a  succession  of  shales  and  friable  sand- 
atone,  which  constitute  an  overlaying  bed  of  from  five  to  ten 
feet  thick.  After  penetrating  to  the  depth  of  more  than  two 
and  a  half  feet,  I  was  compelled,  for  the  want  of  suitable  im- 
plements, to  abandon  farther  investigation,  without  havir^  as- 
certained its  full  thickness.  The  coal  at  this  point  is  very  ae- 
t^essible,  and  must,  ere  long,  prove  of  great  importance.  It  is 
situated  on  a  stream  that  may  be  made  naviganie  for  flat  bot- 
tomed boats  and  perogues,  with  comparatively  small  expense^ 
during  a  Considerable  portion  of  the  year,  and  opening  a  direct 
cooununication  with  )aj(e  Michigan. '    . 
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LiaHT  GRAY  SAN|»8TONB.. 

The  rock  found  ne^^t,  superimposed  upon  the  lower  ootl 

group  just  described,  is  a  sandrock,  mostly  of  a  coarse  quart- 
zose  character,  and  of  grey  or  yellow  color.  It  is  distinguish- 
ed from  the  quartzose  rock  farther  south,  and  which  lies  below 
the  coal  group,  by  its  containingnmpressions  of  the  coal  plants. 
It  is  rather  friable  when  first  quarried,  but  hardens  by  expcn 
sure.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Jackson,  clay  iron-stone 
is  disseminated  through  the  upper  parts  of  this  rock,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  any  practical  value.  ImpressionB 
of  plants,  chiefly  referable  to  the  genera  Lepidodendron,  Stig^ 
tnaria  and  Calamities,  together  with  thin  masses  of  carbonti^ 
eeous  matter,  were  noticed  at  quarries  both  north  and  south  of 
that  village. 

It  is  of  this  light  grey  sandstone  that  the  penitentiary  and 
eourt-house  at  Jackson,  are  built. 

Numerous  kettle  shaped  excavations,  similar  to  those  produ- 
ced by  pebbles  when  set  in  motion  by  the  action  of  a  strong 
current,  occur  in  this  sandstone,  and  not  unfrequently  at  a  dis« 
tance  from  the  river,  and  at  an  elevation  of  some  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  above  it.  Similar  excavation  were  noticed  in  thq 
lower  sandstone  series,  at  a  considerable  elevation  above  the 
Kalamazoo  river,  near  the  villages  of  Marshall  and  Marengo, 
Calhoun  county. 

'  This  rock  occurs  more  abundantly  in  such  sitoations  as  to 
admit  of  being  economically  quarried,  in  portions  of  the  coun* 
ties  of  Jackson,  Calhoun,  Eaton,  Ingham,  Shiawassee,  Clinton 
and  Genesee.  When  first  quarried  it  is,  as  before  stated, 
rather  soft,  but  it  soon  hardens  upon  exposure,  and  forms  a  du« 
rable  material  for  building,  when  not  employed  in  such  situa- 
tions as  to  expose  it  to  excess  of  moisture.  In  many  places  it 
also  furnishes  a  good  material  for  the  manufacture  of  grind- 
stones. ^ 

UPPER   LIMB   ROCK. 

This  rock  usually  appears  at  the  surface,  in  detached  beds, 
extending  over  an  area  varying  from  a  few  acres  to  two  or 
three  sections  in  extent,  and  having  a  thickness,  so  far  as  could 
be  ascertained,  varying  from  one  foot  to  sixteen  feet.  ^  It  is 
superimposed  upon  and  usually  appears  near  the  outcropping 
edge  of  the  light  colored  sand  rock.  This  lime  rock  usually 
occurs  in  flat,  irregular  masses,  and  with  but  slight  marks  of 
stratification;  most  of  it,  when  burned,  produces  a  superior 
Hme,  and  some  portions  will  aflford  a  good  building  materiaL 
The  rock  is  usually  of  a  light  grey  color,  and  exceedingly 
compact,  but  it  varies  in  composition,  some  of  the  thinner  por» 
Uons,  partaking  of  an  arenaceous  character.  Although  nu- 
merous perforations  of  lithodomus  molusca  were  obsemd  in 


the  less  weBtceous-  portioo^.of  the  rock,  I  "whsnifmble  to  find 
aoy  perfect  specimens  of  fossils,  except  in  the  most  sandy  por^ 
tions.  The  greater  number  of  these  were  found  at  BsUevue^ 
Eaton  county,  and  the  Grand  rapids,  Kent  county. 

This  limerock  was  noticed  on  the  sections  designated  in  the 
counties  as  follows : 

Jackson  County. 

Town  ^/Spring  ^rbor,  on  section  eight,  nine,  eleven,  twelve, 
sevenleen  and  twenty. 

Toton  of  Sandstone,  on  secti()n  thirty  and  thirty-one. 

Parma^  on  section  twenty-three,  in  lo\y  land. 

The  limestone  was  examined  on  sectioos  one,  twelve  and  thir- 
teen, town  of  Jackson,  where  it  has  been  extensively  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  quick  lime. 

Wesi  ^Portage.  The  limestone  occurs  on  sectioQs  eix  and 
seven. 

Eaton  County. 

The  limestone  occurs  in  the  town  of  Bellenme,  on  sections 
twenty-seven  and  twenty^eight,  where  it  ts  .extensively  burned 
for  quick  lime,  to  supply  the  surrounding  country* 

The  out-thinning  edge  of  the  lime  rock  was  seen  superim* 
posed  upon  a  friaUe  sand  rock,  on  section  otneteei^'  town  .two 
norths  range  five  west,  havihg  a  thickness,  of  about  twelve 
inches. 

Kent  County. 

The  lime  rock  is  again  seen  on  the  west  part  of  the  state, 
at  the  rapids  of  Grand  river,  a  point  where,  judging  from  the 

5 general  inclination  of  the  strata,  its  outcrop  would  be  looked 
or.  It  is  here  identified  with  the  rock  of  Bellevue,  Eaton 
county,  by  its  contained  fossils  and  composition.  Lime  is  manu- 
factured from  the  rock  at  this  place,  for  the  supply  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

t  * 

LOCAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  UPPER  COAL  GROUP, 

On  comparing  the  results  of  my  examinations  of  the  two 
past  seasons,  it  is  apparent  that  the  north  part  of  Eaton  county, 
described  in  my  report  of  last  year,  and  parts  of  the  adjace^it 
counties,  are  occupied  by  alternate  beds  of  sandstone,  clay 
shale,  coal  and  argillacebus  iron  ore,  which  aife  wholly  wanting 
in  the  more  southern  counties.  This  gives  a  greater  thickness 
to  the  coal  basin  than  had  before  been  supposed,  and  also  proves 
what  has  been  previously  suggested,  that  the  Grand  and  M^le 
rivers,  and  the  Tittabawassa  and  its  tributaries,  occupy  tbe 
synclinal  Kne  ^f  the  state,  thus  accounting  for  the  most  copi- 
ous saline  sprugs  being  found  through  tfa«l  tmg&  of  tcmntxy; 
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The  subjoined  sections  will  serve  to  show  the  m&niier  in 
which  the  coal  occurs,  associated  with  the  shales  and  sandstone 
in  the  upper  coal  group. 

Section  of  rocks  near  the  mouth  of  Grindstone  creekf  Eaton  Co. 


1.  Soil, 

2.  Brown  sandstone, 

3.  Argillaceous  iron  ore, 

4.  Sandstone, 

5.  Argillaceous  iron  ore,  (in  beds,) 

6.  Slaty  sandstone,  containing  impressions  of 

plants  and  coal, 

7.  Coal, 

8.  Friable  slaty  sandstone, 

9.  Coal, 

10.  Sandstone  containing  impressions  of  plants, 
occupying  the  bed  of  Grand  river. 


TillCKIIttHS- 
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The  Istrata  of  this  rock  are  not  continuous,  but  soon  blend 
together^  and  are  seen  at  no  great  distance,  to  embrace  thick 
beds  of  bituminous  clay  shale,  and  thin  layers  of  coal,  the 
whole  having  a  north-east  dip. 

About  one  mile  from  the  mouth  of  Grindstone  creek,  the 
ceied  appears:  near  the  surface,  having  only  a  thin  superficial 
covering  of  soil  and  broken  sandstone. 

Section  of  rocks  taken  on  Coal  creeky  eighty  rods  above  its  juTtc- 

tion  mth  Grand  river. 


1.  Soil, 

2.  Sandstone, 

3.  Dark  blue,  clay, 

4.  Bituminous  clay  shale, 

5.  Dark  colored  shale, 

6.  Blue  clay  shale, 

7*  Dark  colored  clay  shale, 

'8.  Dark  gray  shale,  embracing  beds  of  coal, 
extending  beneath  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
exposing,  however,  a  thickness  of 


ThicknesflT 
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6 

4 
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4 


20 
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.  The  associated  shales  do  not  appear  to  be  continuous  strata, 
but  only  occurring  in  beds  embraced  as  before  mentioned,  in 
the  upper  portions  of  the  coal  series. 

Clay  shale  analagous  to  this,  occurs  in  township  three  north, 
range  four  west,  section  twenty-two,  in  the  bed  of  a  small 
stream.  Associated  with  this  clay  shale  last  mentioned,  are 
^ngttlasT  blocks  of  ooal  and  sandrock* 
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BBD  0ANMTON%  OF  lONtA  jOOUNTT. 

Thig  rock  is  well  characterized,  and  is  unKke  any  other  rock 
met  with  in  my  district  It  crops  out  on  the  south  side  and  in 
the  valley  of  Grand  river,  on  section  twenty-two,  (township 
seven  north,  range  six  west)  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Dexter.  The 
rock  is  of  a  red  color,  and  comf)Osed  of  quartzose  sand,  slightly 
cem€fnted,  hardens  by  exposure,  and  aftbrds  a  good  building 
material.  The  quarry  has  been  but  partially  opened.  I  was 
unable  to  find  any  traces  of  fossil  plants. 

This  rock  was  again  met  with  in  the  east  of  this  county  and 
the  west  of  Clinton  cbunty,  in  the  bed  and  banks  of  Looking- 
glass  river.  At  this  out-crop,  the  rock  is  more  variegated,  be- 
ing filled  with  white  spots  and  streaks,  but  in  other  respects  it 
is  not  unlike  the  rocks  previously  described. 

This  rock  may  be  regarded  as  occupying  a  place  intermedi- 
ate between  the  upper  and  lower  coal  bearing  rocks. 

VAN  BUBEN,  ALLEGAN  AND  OTTAWA  C0^TJE9. 

General  Remarks. 

The  topographical  character  of  these  counties  varies  from 
that  of  the  counties  before  described,  in  comprising  no  part  of 
the  high  dividing  ridges,  and  in  being  included  in  the  more 
'  level  mstricts  which  border  on  lake  Michigan. 

The  country  is  high  and  gently  rolliiig,  with  the  exception  of 
a  narrow  tract  of  land  on  the  lake  coast;  this  tract  being  oo 
cupied  by  a  series  of  recent  sand  dunes,  or  hillsj  varying  in 
height  from  twenty  to  two  hundred  feet.  Many  of  tbi^se  are 
composed  of  sand  which  is  constantly  sjhifting  its  place  from 
the  action  of  the  wind.  Such  are  nearly  destitute  of  vegeta- 
tion, while  others  have  become  stationary,  being'  cfad  with  a 
stinted  growth  of  pine,  and  in  some  instances  with  oak,  hem- 
lock, beech,  &c.  , 

These  counties  are  chiefly  heavily  timbered  with  pin^,  beech, 
manle,  lynn,  whitewood,  ash,  hemlock,  oak,  &c.,  interspersed 
witn  oak  openings,  plains  and  pine  barrens. 

Most  of  that  portion  of  Van  Burep  county  lying  south  of 
the  Paw  Paw  river,  and  a  portion  of  the  .eastern  townships  of 
AQegan  county,  consist  of  oak  openings  and  plains*  ' 

SANDSTONE  OF  VAN  BUREN  COUNTY.' 

Sandstone  occurs  on  the  line  between  Van  Buren  and  Alle- 
gan counties,  in  town  one  south  and  one  norths  range  fourteen 
west.  Jt  exhibits  a  very  compact  textMie,  is  of  reddish  grey 
color,  and  is  composed  of  quartzose  sand,  with  a  sparse  inter- 
mixture of  mica.  It  occupies  a  slightly  elevated  knob,  having 
an  area  of  fifteen  to  twenty  acres,  and  occurs  in  l^rg:e  angular 
blocks.    As  the  quarry  has  not  been  opened,  it  was  impractt- 
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cable  to  ascertain  any  thing  "flirther  6f  importance  respecting 
ity  than  itscomjpiasitlen  and  general  character.  I  am  unable, 
therefore,  jt^  refer  to  its  piae^  in  the  sandstone  aeries. 

CRAG  OR  CONGLOMERATE  ROCK. 

Formations  of  conglomerate  were  noticed  near  the  village 
of  Richmond,  and  on  Maskego  lake.  The  conglomerate  nec^ 
Richmond,  is  apparently  ^i^tensive,  and  occupies  the  sides  pf 
deep  ravines;  in  sonie,  appearing  ^ot  unlike  ledges  of  sand- 
stone, forming  mural  escarpments  rnai^y  feet  in  height.  From 
this  general  resemblance,  it  has  been  mistaken  by  the  citizens 
for  the  sandstone  formation. 

It  is  composed  of  fine  and  coarse  grains  of  quartzose  sand 
very  strongly  cemented  with  calcareous  matter. 

The  conglomerate  of  Maskego  lake  is  but  slightly  elevated 
above  the  water,  and  is  composed  of  coarse  and  fine  sand  and 
pebbles,  united  with  calcareous  cement. 

This  rock,  which  is  of  recent  formationi  resulting  from  cau- 
ses now  in  operation,  is  of  a  purely  local  character,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  occurs,  do  not  admit  of  determin- 
ing its  extent. 

CLAY. 

A  red  marly  clay  was  observed  in  Van  Buren,  Allegan  and 
Ottawa,  underlaying  a  considerable  portion  of  the  complete 
counties,  and  only  making  its  appearance  occasionally  at  the 
surface,  being  mostly  covered  with  sand  and  gravek  together 
with  gome  scattered  boulders.  Clay  apparently  of  the  same 
kind  was  also  seen  at  the  forks  of  the  Maskego  river,  Mont- 
calm coiy^ty.  This  clay  bears  a  strong  analogy  to  that  form- 
ing the  coast  of  lake  Michigan  in  the  vicinity  of  sleeping  Bear, 
also  on  the  west  side  of  Grand  Traverse  bay,  as  mentioned  in 
the  report  of  the  state  geologist  of  last  year. 

This  clay  has  calcareous  matters  disseminated  through  it  in 
veins,  and  is  generally  free  from  gravel.  It  may  be  conside- 
red as  belonging  to  the  tertiary  deposite,  and  wa&  the  only  clay 
observed  in  these  counties. 

Two  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of  Kalamazoo  river,  and  at  a 
brick  yard  half  a  mile  north  of  the  village  of  AHegan,  this  clay 
rests  on  a  blue  semi-indurated  sand^  At  this  place  the  clay  has 
a  thickness  of  not  far  from  fifty  feet. 

Near  the  village  of  Richmond  it  was  seen  alternating  with 
fine  light  colofed  sand.  Much  of  this  clay  is  very  unctlous 
and  free  from  grit.  This  clay  was  also  seen  at  several  plaKjes 
on  Maskego  lake  and  rivers,  as  a  sub-soil  to,  a  light  ^iliceou5 
soil. 

This  red  marly  clay  will  aflTord  a  good  manure  foy  the  sandy 
lands. 
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Sands* 

Nearly  the  whole  western  coast  of  these  counties  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  lake,  is  bordered  with  a  succession  of  sand  dunes 
or  hills  of  sand. 

This  sand  is  chiefly  composed  of  grains  of  quartzose  sand, 
•with  a  mixture  of  feldspar,  nornblend,  magnetic  oxyde  of  iron, 
&c. 

A  blue  semi-undurated  sand,  as  I  have  before  observed,  was 
noticed  underlaying  the  red  marly  clay.  This  sand  contains 
considerable  calcareous  and  argillaceous  matter,  and  is  compo- 
sed of  fine  grains. 

It  is  to  this  sand  that  the  rapid  abrasion  of  the  lake  coast 
south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  river  may  be  attributed* 

LOCAL   DETAILS  OF    MARL« 

The  great  profusion  in  which  this  deposite  is  distributed 
through  the  counties  of  Van  Buren,  Allegan  and  Ottawa,  is 
deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  noticing  only  a  few  of  the  most 
extensive  deposites. 

On  sections  twenty  and  twenty-one,  half  a  mile  north-east 
from  Mr.  Ncwell's  steam  mill,  on  M askego  lake,  is  a  very  ex- 
tensive deposite  of  shell  marl  that  may  be  profitably  used  as  a 
manure  on  the  sandy  lands  of  that  vicinity. 

Extensive  deposites  of  shell  and  tufaceous  marl,  occur  in 
the  valley  of  Kalamazoo  river,  on  sections  nine,  ten,  sixteen 
and  seventeen,  township  three  north,  range  fifteen  west,  of 
wore  than  one  hundred  acres.  Also  on  sections  sixteen  and 
^ventcen,  township  four  north,  mnge  sixteen  west,  there  is  a 
deposite  of  shell  and  tufaceous  marl  occupying  an  area  of  more 
than  seventv-five  acres. 

A  very  extensive  deposite  of  marl  was  examined  on  sections 
sixteen  and  seventeen,  township  three  north,  range  thirteen 
west  Some  portions  of  this  marl  are  found  to  contain  too 
much  iron  ore  to  make  good  quick  lime.  Care  should  there*- 
fore  be  had  in  selecting  that  portion  of  the  mari  which  is  free 
from  this  mineral. 

On  sections  thirteen  and  fourteen,  township  two  south,  range 
thirteen  weSt,  marl  of  a  good  quality  occurs. 

SALINE    SPRINGS. 

Several  saline  springs  and  deer-licks  were  examined  in  the 
valley  and  vicinity  of  Maskego  river.  The  most  copious 
springs  occur  on  the  low  alluvial  land  of  the  stream,  where  at 
the  time  of  the  examinations  they  were  mostly  inundated. 

On  sections  three  and  four,  township  ten  north,  range  fifteen 
west,  are  several  weak  saline  springs,  which  occur  in  exten- 
sive low  lands. 

My  guide  informed  me  that  the  Indians  were  formerly  in 

[H.  R.  Doc]  33 


368  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

the  habit  of  resorting  to  these  springs  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king salt. 

Also,  on  section  fifteen,  township  nine  north,  range  fifteea 
^est,  are  several  springs  that  show  the  presence  ef  saline 
matter. 

On  section  thirty,  township  nine  north,  range  eight  west,  Im 
a  spring  yielding  a  very  copious  supply,  and  which  may  bo 
placed  in  the  second  class  of  the  saline  springs  of  the  state. 

The  above  are  a  few  only  of  the  springs  noticed  in  the  coua- 
try  north  of  Grand  river. 

BOULDERS. 

Limestone  boulders  of  very  large  dimensions  were  noticed 
in  the  different  counties*  In  township  one  south,  range  four- 
teen west,  was  observed  a  limestone  boulder  of  several  tons 
in  weight,  that  had  been  mistaken  by  the  inhabitants  for  rock 
in  place.  It  is  sub-chrystalJine,  and  of  a  milky  white  color, 
and  contains  a  few  imperfect  fossils. 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  several  very  lar^e 
boulders  of  blue  limestone  were  noticed,  which  had  been  mis- 
taken by  the  inhabitants  for  rock  in  place^  and  a  kiln  erected 
for  burning  of  lime.  The  rock  when  burnt,  furnished  Hfteea 
hundred  bushels. 

Boulders  of  the  primary  rocks  are  more  rarely  met  with  ia 
the  west  part  of  these  counties,  than  in  the  more  central  por- 
tion of  the  state. 

Under  this  head  of  transported  boulders,  I  would  barely  ree- 
fer to  the  immense  accumulation  of  the  central  nodular  masses 
of  clay  iron-stone  which  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond. 
These  masses  are  found  distributed  through  the  soil,  andaccu^ 
mutated  in  th^  ravines  and  beds  of  the  small  streams. 

I  have  thus  laid  before  you  so  much  of  the  information  coir 
lected  in  the  district  assigned  me,  as  is  compatible  with  the 
limits  of  an  annual  report,  and  such  as  may  seem  to  be  of  the 
most  immediate  practical  utiUty.  It  being  presumed  to  be  the 
main  object  of  these  annual  reports  to  lay  before  the  people  of 
the  state  such  practical  results  as  they  may  profit  by,  while 
the  work  is  in  progress,  and  before  the  complete  embodving  of 
the  somewhat  disconnected  mass  of  materials  in  the  final  re- 
port 

C.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Jlssistant  Geologist. 
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Report  of  B.  Hubbard,  Atnatant  Geobgist 

Detroit y  January  12, 184(k 
To  Dr,  Douglass  Ht>uGHTON,  State  Geologist : 

Sir — ^In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  my  time  during 
the  past  season,  has  been  devoted  to  a  detailed  examination  of 
the  southern  range  of  counties,  and  of  so  much  of  the  counties 
east  of  the  principal  meridian  as  could  be  a^ccomplished  before 
the  setting  in  of  winter.  The  counties  completed,  and  on 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  are 
Lenawee,  Hillsdale,  Branchy  St,  Joseph,  Cass^  Berrien,  Wash 
tenaw,  Oakland  and  Livingston. 

A  report  on  the  counties  of  Wayne  and  JHonroe,  was  submit* 
ted  you  last  season. 

These  examinations  have  embraced  the  collection  of  all  facts 
of  a  geological  and  agricultural  character  which  could  serve 
to  illustrate  the  -capabilities  of  the  soil,  and  the  general  wealth 
and  resources  of  tne  country.  « 

More  than  one  hundred  varieties  of  soils  for  future  analysis* 
and  specimens  illustrative  of  all  the  rocks,  have  been  added  to 
the  state  cabinet. 

In  connection  with  these  objects,  I  have  been  able  to  fill  up 
the  skeleton  maps,  furnished  by  the  state  topographer,  of  eacn 
town  in  the  several  counties,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  at 
once  a  complete  view  of  the  soils,  timber  and  topographical 
details,  courses  of  streams,  village  and  mill  seats,  and  all  re- 
corded roads  of  the  townships;  to  correct  errors  in  streams 
and  lakes,  arising  from  inaccurate  surveys,  and  to  plat  a  great 
number  of  lakes,  streams,  &c.,  which  were  altogetner  omitted 
in  the  notes  of  the  original  surveys*  These  are  now  in  rea- 
diness to  be  applied  to  the  reduced  scale  adopted  for  the 
county  maps.  When  the  arduous  nature  of  the  labor  thus 
assumed,  in  addition  to  that  constant  attention  required  by  the 
minute  investigations  in  the  geology  proper,  is  considered,  I 
trust  you  will  sufficiently  appreciate  the  difficult  character  of 
the  work. 

You  will  necessarily  perceive,  that  in  a  report  embracing 
the  investigations  made  over  so  extensive  a  district,  it  is  mani- 
festly impossible  to  include  more  than  a  very  small  portion  of 
even  the  purely  practical  information  collected,  without  swell- 
ing the  report  to  a  much  larger  bulk  than  would  at  this  time 
be  desirable,  f  have  therefore  selected  the  most  prominent 
details  only.  A  transcript  of  my  field-notes  will  be  placed  in 
your  hands  for  such  general  reference  as  may  be  important 
hereafter,  for  obtaining  greater  minuteness  and  accuracy  of 
information. 
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TOFOaRAPHICAL  FEATURES. 

The  leading  characteristics  of  the  surface  of  the  peninsula, 
were  treated  at  large  in  the  report  of  the  slate  topographer,  of 
last  year.  By  reference  to  that  able  document,  it  may  be  seen 
at  once,  what  relation  the  counties  mentioned,  have  to  its  dis- 
tinguishing features'.  ''  It  appears/'  says  his  report,  ''  that 
there  is  a  swell  of  land  which  may  be  called  the  true  waierskedf 
running  from  Pte  aux  Barques  south,  45^  west,  and  passing 
out  of  the  state  into  the  north-east  corner  of  Indiana,  about 
equi-distapt  from  lakes  Erie  and  Michigan.  It  attains  its  great* 
est  elevation  in  Hillsdale  county,  seven  miles  east  from  Jones- 
villc,  where  it  is  633  feet  above  the  surface  of  lake  Michigan. 
Its  summit,  on  the  central  railroad,  at  the  division  line  between 
Jackson  and  Washtenaw  counties,  fourteen  miles  east  of  Jack-^ 
sonburg,  is  437  feet.  In  the  village  of  Pontiac,  in  Oakland 
county,  it  is  336  feet.  It  then  again  rises,  and  at  the  head 
waters  of  Belle  river,  in  Lapeer  county,  is  414  feet  From 
this  point  it  gradually  falls  oti',  and  with  a  few  rills,  descending 
on  its  north  and  eastern  slope,  sinks  to  the  level  of  the  beach 
of  the  lake." 

The  summit-Jevel  of  this  swell  is  frequently  comprised  with- 
in two  parallel  ranges  of  knobs,  or  conical  hills,  generally  ele- 
vated ai>ove  the  intermediate  space,  and  occasionally  taking  a 
somewhat  mountainous  form;  the  peaks  having  an  altitude 
above  the  actual  surveyed  levels  of  100  to  300  feet.  But  such 
peaks  occur  in  the  range  only  at  distant  intervals. 

In  the  north-west  corner  of  Washtenaw,  these  parallel  ran- 
ges are  very  conspicuous,  including  a  breadth  of  four  or  five 
miles,  and  have  received  the  name  of  "  Short  Hills."  The  in- 
termediate surface  is  very  rolling  and  broken,  with  remarkable 
basin-shaped  depressions.  Beyond  the  ranges  of  elevated 
cones  which  bound  the  Short  hill  district,  the  country  continues 
broken  for  about  a  mile,  and  then  subsides  to  a  gently  rolling 
or  undulating  surface. 

Upon  this  summit  level  of  the  peninsula,  are  situated  the 
ffreatest  proportion  of  those  small  lakes,  which  are  so  common 
in  the  landscape  of  Michigan,  and  in  these,  most  of  our  streams 
originate. 

Similar  rolls  of  land,  of  much  less  altitude,  but  having  the 
game  general  direction,  give  an  occasional  broken  aspect  to  the 
country  for  some  miles,  after  descending  from  the  summit.  In 
the  main,  the  surface  should  rather  be  classed  as  undulating 
than  rolling,  beyond  this  peculiar  elevated  district. 

Plains  and  small  prairies,  having  no  apparent  order  of  place, 
are  common,  particularly  in  the  counties  of  the  southern  range, 
west  of  the  dividing  ridge.  Some  of  these  have  a  perfectly 
plam  surface,  as  Pigeon  prairie;  others  lip  in  gentle  swells,  like 
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the  prairie  of  Nbteawasepe;  while  others  partake  of  the  roll- 
ing character  of  the  country  adjoining,  as  ao  most  of  the  prai* 
ries  of  Cass  county. 

Extent  of  Timber, 

A  continuous  tract  of  heavily  timbered  country  occupies  the 
eastern,  and  a  large  part  of  the  southern  border  of  the  penin- 
sula. Within  this  tract,  **  openings"  and  plains  are  found  only 
over  limited  areas;  without  it,  heavy  timber  occurs  only  in  iso- 
lated tracts. 

Commencing  on  Shiawassee  river,  the  line  of  timber  passes 
through  the  southern  part  of  Genesee  county,  the  south-west 
part  of  Lapeer,  and  the  western  part  of  Macomb;  thence  by 
south-west  course  through  the  southern  part  of  Oakland,  and 
eastern  of  Washtenaw;  thence  bending  westerly,  it  continues 
in  a  very  irregular  course  through  Lenawee,  flillsdale  and 
Branch,  when  it  turns  to  the  south  and  enters  Indiana. 

A  large  tract  of  heavy  timber  enters  the  counties  of  Berrien 
and  Cass,  from  the  west,  and  skirts  the  lake  through  nearly 
the  whole  of  Berrien. 

Soils, 

The  soils  throughout  the  districts  examined  during  the  past 
season  are  so  varied,  as  well  as  so  independent  of  the  rock 
formations,  that  no  classification  of  them  is  admissible.  The 
nature  of  the  deposites  which  constitute  their  base  will  be  no- 
ticed under  the  observations  on  the  geology  of  these  counties. 

Extensive  collections  of  soils  were  made,  of  which  it  is  de- 
signed to  give  a  systematic  analysis  when  the  collections  of  all 
the  soils  of  the  state  shall  be  complete.  Many  of  these  soils 
have  the  appearance  of  barrenness,  which,  from  the  salts  con- 
tained, are,  nevertheless,  eminently  fertile,  and  unrivalled  for 
the  production  of  the  grains  most  important  to  man. 

Scenery, 

The  stern  rules  of  science  may  seem  to  compel  the  geologist 
to  take  little  note  of  the  merely  picturesque  features  of  the 
landscape,  yet  called  as  he  is  to  view  them  in  their  wildest 
character,  he  cannot  be  altogether  insensible  to  the  grandeur 
and  majesty,  or  the  variety  and  bloom  of  nature.  The  sublime 
mountainous  scenery  of  the  eastern  states  has  been  often  and 
justly  dwelt  upon  with  admiration,  by  both  the  geologist  and 
the  traveler.  Little  of  the  peninsula  scenery  partakes  of  the 
grandeur  of  primitive  and  more  broken  districts,  but  none  can 
fail  to  notice  one  superior  charm,  which  more  than  compen- 
sates, in  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  content  to  overlook  the 
romantic  aspect  of  the  land,  for  the  consideration  of  its  solid 
bounties.  To  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  every  consideration 
which  its  picturesque  character  presents,  will  yield  before  the 
more  practical  one  of  its  fertility. 
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But  few  cOold  have  traversed  the  varied  portions  of  our 
state,  over  "which  xxiy  duties  during  the  past  season  have  led 
me,  and  compare  their  rich  scenery  with  that  of  more  eastern 
lands,  wilh  any  feeling  of  disappointment.  The  ordinary  cha- 
racter of  the  **  openings''  is  that  of  a  majestic  orchard  of  state- 
ly oaks,  which  is  frequently  varied  by  small  prairies,  grassy 
lawns  and  clear  lakes.  These  magnificent  groves  were,  until 
within  a  few  years,  kept  free  from  under-brush  by  the  passage 
through  them  of  annual  fires,  allowing  successive  growths  of 
herbage  to  spring  up  luxuriantly,  covering  the  surface  with  a 
profusion  of  wild  flowers  and  verdure. 

The  variety  so  essential  in  a  landscape,  of  woodland,  glade 
and  sheets  of  water,  are  here  combined  in  a  manner  which 
seems  the  result  of  art,  but  which  is  not  less  truly  inimitable. 
It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  impression  that  we  are  surveying  an 
old  abode  of  civilization  and  of  tasteful  husbandry.  It  resem- 
bles those  exquisite  pictures  of  park  scenery,  where  the  vision 
roams  at  will  among  the  clumps  of  lofty  oaks  and  over  open 
glades,  gemmed  with  flowers  ;  while  the  distant  woodland 
bounds  the  horizon,  and  the  velvet-skirted  lake  gleams  upon  the 
eye  as  it  reflects  to  light  from  the  open  prairie,  or  is  faintly 
visible  from  the  bosom  of  the  gjen,  reposing  in  silent  loneli- 
ness. 

Such  scenes,  it  is  true,  are  destitute  of  the  rough  majesty  of 
mountain  aspects,  but  they  have  that  all-pervading,  tranquil 
beauty  which  forsakes  the  lofty  hill  side  and  the  hoary  cliflf. 
They  present  nature  in  her  simple  loveliness,  without  her  stem 
Tispect  and  masculine  attire.  She  has  bestowed  her  blessing 
upon  the  land,  and  spread  over  it  her  robes  of  beauty. 

The  limits  of  an  annual  report,  prevent  more  than  this  very 
meagre  notice  of  some  of  the  characteristics  of  our  peninsula 
scenery. 

GEOLOGY. 

Before  entering  on  a  description  of  the  geological  structure 
of  the  southern  counties  of  our  state,  it  may  be  useful,  for  a 
more  general  comprehension  of  the  subject,  to.  premise  a  few 
leading  facts  relative  to  the  geology  of  the  western  states  ge- 
nerally. 

It  is  well  know  to  those  acquainted  with  the  geological  cha- 
racter of  the  states  west  of  the  Alleganies,  that  a  large  portion 
of  that  vast  country,  designated  as  "the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi," is  limerock, — the  transition,  or  sub-carboniferous  lime- 
stone of  European  geologists.  This  extensive  rock  formation 
may  here  be  traced  over  more  than  a  million  square  miles. 

A  distinguishing  feature,  and  one  which  gives  character  to 
this  whole  country,  results  from  the  fact  that  this  and  its  super- 
incumbent rocks  have  been  thrown,  by  some  uplifting  force, 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  MS 

from  ahorizantal  position,  and  made  to  assume  the  form  of 
vast  undulations,  like  wave  following  wave.  •  Severalimmense 
and  distinct  basins  are  thus  produced,  the  sides  of  which  dip 
towards  the  centre,  but  at  an  angle  so  small  as  seldom  to  ex- 
ceed the  fraction  of  a  degree.  This  characteristic  basin  form 
is  still  farther  preserved  by  the  circumstance  that  frequently  the 
overlaying  rocks,  Twhich  embrace  the  carboniferous  formation^ 
or  coal  measures^)  nave  been  removed  from  the  ridges  of  these 
wave-like  undulations,  or  at  least  are  found  occupying  only  the 
interior  of  the  basins.  In  followin^]^  therefore,  from  these 
ridges  of  limerock  in  direction  of  the  dip,  we  come  successive- 
ly upon  the  next  overlaying  rock,  till  we  reach  towards  the 
centre,  the  highest  rock  of  the  series. 

It  must  not  hence  be  inferred,  that  the  topography  of  the 
country  always  conforms  to  this  basin-like  condition.  On  the 
contrary,  the  centre  of  the  basin  may  be  either  higher  or  lower 
than  the  extremities,  or  be  cut  at^ross  by  streams,  or  present 
an  irregular  and  hilly  aspect.  The  dip  and  order  of  succession 
of  the  rocks,  however^  remains  the  same. 

We  have  thus  premised  so  much  of  the  grand  features  of  the 
geology  of  the  great  valley  country,  as  to  render  intelligible 
to  the  general  reader,  the  remarks  which  follow,  on  the  rock 
formation  of  the  above  named  counties. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  conducting  the  de- 
tails of  geological  examinations,  necessary  for  arriving  at  gene«- 
ral  results,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  face  of  our  rocks  be- 
ing almost  universally  covered  with  a  thiqk  mantle  of  diluvi- 
um. This  diluvium  consists  in  part,  of  the  detritus  of  the  upper 
portion  of  our  coal  series,  which  has  been  broken  up  and  wash*- 
ed  away,  and  in  parts,  of  sands  and  fragments  of  the  primary 
rocks,  transported  from  a  more  northerly  region.  (Owing  to 
thisy  the  rocks  of  the  carboniferous  group  but  seldom  make 
their  appearance  at  the  surface,  and  the  country  being  little 
broken  by  ravines  or  deep  water  courses,  the  outcrop  of  the 
rock  is  not  frequent  even  where  we  would  be  led  most  to  ex- 
pect it.  On  this  account,  I  have  been  compelled  to  inquire 
out  and  examine  the  deepest  wells,  and  the  most  imporlant 
results  have  been  obtained  in  this  rather  unsatisfactory  maa- 
ner.  This  circumstance  has  not  only  prevented  my  defining 
the  varietv  of  rock  strata  with  perfect  accuracy,  but  renders  it 
not  improbable  that  strata  which  actually  exist  in  place^  were 
not  discovered,  in  consequence  of  the  thick  covering  of  trans- 
ported materials.  Thus,  the  rocks  which  intervene  betweeipi 
the  great  limerock  formation  and  the  iron  formation  of  the  car- 
bonuerous  series,  (including  the  shale  stratum  and,  sandstones 
of  the  Ohio  geologists,  and  the  blaek  slate  and  limestones  of  In!- 
diana,)  are  either  entirely  absent  from  the  southern  border  of 
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the  coal  basin  of  Michigaoy  or  were  not  visible  after  the  strictecDt 
■earcb. 

With  this  qualifying  observation,  I  shall  proceed  to  a  brief 
description  of  the  strata,  as  far  as  they  could  be  determined 
within  the  district  assigned  me. 

I.    LIMEROCK. 

The  limerock  of  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  peninsula,  and 
whose  outcrop  is  seen  on  the  western  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  is 
a  portion  of  the  great  formation  described  above.  Its  place  is 
higher  m  the  series  than  the  blue  limestone  and  shales  of  Cin- 
cinnati, but  below  the  black  slate,  and  without  doubt  is  equiva- 
lent in  position  to  the  ^^  cliff  limestone,"  of  Indiana.  Inland 
from  the  lake  the  limerock  makes  outcrops  at  numerous  points, 
which  are  found  to  be  in  distinct  ranges,  having  a  direction 
north-east  and  south-west,  across  the  counties  of  Monroe  and 
Wayne,  and  dipping  north-westerly. 

That  portion  which  occupies  the  more  easterly  range  i^  a 
compact  rock,  of  a  color  varying  from  light  grey  to  blue,  some- 
times veined  and  occasionally  oolitic,  and  is  well  characterized 
by  its  distinctive  fossils.  In  some  portions  of  it  crystals  of 
sulphate  of  strontian  are  abundant. 

The  highest  portion  of  the  limerock  formation,  seen  through 
the  western  part  of  Monroe  county,  is  somewhat  spai*ry,  geo- 
diferous  and  bituminous,  and  characterized  by  a  few  fossils  of 
different  species. 

Intermediate  between  these  two  portions  of  the  formation, 
in  this  county,  is  a  very  siliceous  rock,  approaching  in  some 
instances  almost  to  pure  sandstone.  It  is  composed  of  quart- 
zose  grains,  easily  disintregating  into  a  beaut iiully  puro  and 
white  sand. 

As  the  limerock  of  Monroe  and  Wayne  was  fully  described 
in  my  report  on  those  counties,  of  least  year,  I  Asil  avoid  are- 
petition  of  local  details. 

Economical  considerations. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  the  report  alluded  to, 
that  this  portion  of  our  state  affords  a  very  great  abundance  of 
limestone  for  several  important  practical  purposes. 

QuTcft-Ztme  is  extensively  made  and  supplies  the  wants  of  this 
section  of  country.  The  limestone  whicn  occupies  the  highest 
range,  (and  from  which  lime  is  made  extensively  in  the  jVlacon 
reservation,)  has  been  described  as  strongly  bituminous.  This 
character  of  the  stone,  owing  to  a  chemical  action  which  takes 
place  in  the  kiln,  renders  it  very  superior  for  the  above  pur- 

Eose.     When  brought  to  a  read  heat,  the  carbonaceous  matter 
egins  to  re-act  on  the  carbonic  acid,  which  is  a  constituent  of 
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limestooe,  4uul  converta  it  into  carbonic  oxidjei  which  having 
no  attraction  for  lime  is  driven  ofT,  k^aving  the  liii^  of  a  pu{|^ 
whit^,  and  perfectly  caustic,  Y/ith  less  consumption  of  fuel  ^nd 
in,  less  time  than  is  required  by  any  other  limesfon^,.  Being 
porous,  it  falls  into  an  exceedingly  fine  powder  by  water  pn 
exposure  ;  a  quality  which  renders  it  particulpirly  valuable  to 
the  farmer  or  builder. 

Waier-Ume.  By  experiments  made  "in  the  small  way,''  it 
appears  highly  probaole  that  some  of  th6  strata  in  the  limurpck 
quarried  near  Monroe,  f which  holds  the  lowest  place  iiT  the" 
amerock  series  desbribea,)  may  be  tolerably  well  adapted  for' 
a  hydraulic  lime.  Should  this  conclusion  be  verified  by  trial  in 
a  larger  way,  this  stone  will  prove  of  very  great  importance  to 
the  sl?ite.'  For  this  purpose,  the  dark  blue  and  the  vesiculated 
or  oolitic  strata  will  probabfy  be  found  beat  adapted;  and  in 
making  the  experiment,  these  should  be  separated  and  admitted 
into  the.  kiln  without  intermixture  of  other  portions.    . 

Ohiamcnlal  limestone.  Some  of  the  stiata  at  these  quarries 
are  of  dark  color,  and  finely  veined,  like  marble;  they  receive 
a  good  polish,  and  were  the  beauty  of  the  material  better  known 
wouM,  no  doubt,  be  extensively  used  for  chimney  ^labs  and 
other  ornamental  purposes.  ' 

,"  Sand  for  glass.  I  would  again  refer  to  the  singular  purity 
and  Value  of  the  bed  of  Xvhite  sand,  occasioned' by  the  di§inte-r 
gratloh  of  the  very  friable,  siliceous  limestpne.  which  is  inclu- 
qcd  in  the  intermediate  portion  of  this  series  of  limcrogksj.and 
which  has  been  noticed  ip  former  reports.  Tfiis  bed  is  mostly 
pure  silex,  and  under  the  microscope,  will  be.  seen  tp  consist  of 
perlect  quartz  crysts^ls,  free  from  any  foreign  or  coloring-fiia- 
terials."  No  sand  in  the  stale  is  so  well  adapted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  glass,  and  fpr  this  purpose  it  may  well  be  considered 
unrivalled.  Viewing  the  wants  of  the  state,  is  this  respect, 
apd  the  eligible  situation  of  this  material,  gix  miles  from, the 
pity  of  Monroe,  this  subject  is  strongly  commended  to  the  en- 
lerprii^e  of  our  citizens. 

lit  passing  west  from  Monroe  .county,  no  rock  is  m'et^ifh 
through  the  whole' of  Lehavvee,  it  being  comiifetelv  overlaid 
aiid  concealed  by  diluvium,' and  those  thick  bed^  of  cFay,  whil:*h 
in  part  cover  the  rock  in  Monroe  county,  and  (jv^"r  neatrly  thfe 
whole  of  Wayi^e,  to  «^.  depth  of  mpr^  than  one  hundred  feet. 
Tfiese  blue  and  yellow  clays  are  presumed  to  be  analogous  to 
tfcose  Which  covet*  the  Jimerock  of  the  adfoining  states,  and 
which  have. been  designated  by  !Dr.  Hildreih,  of  Oliio,  as  "^e- 
mi-tertiary  deposites.'* '  They  are  found  almost  univers^liy'to 
erxvelope  the  limerock  in  this  state  as  far  as  to  ,the  commence- 
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ment  of  the  sandtstone  series.  The  great  accumulation  of  all 
tiiese  several  deposites  may  be  conceived,  when  it  is  stated  thai 
a  rise  of  two  hundred  feet  is  attained,  after  leaving  the  lime- 
rock  in  Monroe  county,  before  rock  in  place  is  again  discove- 
rable. 

The  clay  of  the  kidney  iron  formation,  is  first  met  with  at 
the  very  southern  extremity  of  the  coal  basin  in  Hillsdale  coun- 
ty, town  seven  south,  range  four  west.  Following  thence 
along  the  westerly  border  of  the  carboniferous  series,  the  for- 
matioil  is  to  be  found  occasionally  over  limited  areas,  through 
towns  six  and  seven  south,  range  four  west,  Hillsdale  county, 
and  towns  six  sduth,  range  five  and  six  west,  and  towns  five 
south,  range  six  and  seven  west.  Branch  county.  In  the  for- 
mer county,  it  is  found  in  close  proximity  to  the  overlaying 
sandstone,  but  in  the  latter  with  a  considerable  interval  be- 
tween, and  generally  in  limited  bodies,  which  appear  to  be  but 
relics  left  in  placCj  after  the  destruction  and  removal  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  formation. 

The  ore  consists  of  nodular  masses,  formed  of  concentric 
coats  or  layers  of  iron,  combined  with  lime  and  alumine,  and 
surrounding  a  hard  nucleus  which  frequently  contains  fossils. 
These  masses  are  often  of  many  pounds  weight  They  are 
imbedded  in  a  gray,  micaceous  clay,  of  very  fine  grain,  and 
frequently  so  hard  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  compact  sand- 
rock.  They  are  in  general  arranged  in  strata,  alternating 
with  the  beds  of  clay,  but  are  often  found  dispersed  through 
the  mass.  This  ore  is  analogous  to  that  which  is  worked  ex- 
tensively and  with  profit  in  Ohio. 

The  clay  is  very  free  from  lime,  and  of  even  texture.  It  is 
in  consequence  admirably  adapted  to  all  purposes  of  the  kiln 
or  pottery,  and  is  far  superior  to  any  found  eUewhere  in  the 
state. 

As  a  portion  of  this  formation,  in  Branch  county,  was  made 
the  subject  of  a  special  examination,  in  accordance  with  an  act 
of  the  legislature  of  last  winter,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  add  any  thing  to  those  practical  considerations  which  will 
be  as  fully  exhibited  by  you,  as  their  importance  demands. 

No  means  were  presented  for  ascertaining  the  thickness  of 
this  formation.  At  the  village  of  Branch,  it  has  been  penetra- 
ted in  a  well,  twenty-three  feet 

III.    F09SILIFEROU8,  PERRUGTNOtTS  SANDSTONES. 

Next  overlying  the  clay  and  ironstone,  in  Hillsdale  county, 
succeeds  a  series  of  ferruginous  sandstones,  containing  nume- 
rous marine  fossils.  Though  classed  in  the  so  called  '*  carbo- 
niferous formation,"  these  all  occupy  a  position  below  the  low- 
est of  the  coal  beds,  and  a  short  distance  below  their  associated 
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sandrocksi  wbioh  present  im|)ression8  of  plants  of  the  corlxH 
nifcrous^ra* 

The  following  table  will  exhibit  the  order  and  succession  of 
the  several  strata,  so  iac  as  co^ukl  be  determined,  in  descending 
crder* 

Succession  of  rock  strata,  in  Hillsdale  county^  occupying  thi 
southern  border  of  the  coal  basin  of  Michigan^  below  the  coat 
beds. 


ij  Coarsej  guartzose^  yelbmsh  gray  sandrodk; 
ocoupyiog  elevated  ^des  of  knolls^  A 
good  material  for  grindstones,  •  • « • 

2*1  Jish  colored  or  brown  saodrock,  sometimes 
contains  fossl)$^  ^ . . « •  .^ « •  • 

3.  Dingy  greeny  fine  grained,  strata. 
Occasional  fossils,  and  with  yellow  ferru- 
ginous spots, 

4.  Hardy  gray  stratum  of  sandrock,  6  inches  to 
5.1  Dingy  green,  fine  grained,  interstratified  with 

slaty  sandstone,  and  apparently  with  blue 
clay  shale, .......  i  ........ » 

6.  Yellow  fosnliferous  ^androck. 
Abounds  in  marine  fossils, • 

7.  dreeUy  fine  grained  sandrook;  perhaps.... 

8.  Clay  and  ironstone, . ; . . . . . . . . . , 


Thickness. 

30  feet. 
15  feet 


40  feet. 
1  foot. 

15  to 
20  feet. 

20  feet. 
10  feet. 


1 » 


r-^ 


« 


The  stratum  designated  as  yellow^  fossiliferottSj  is  remarka*- 
bly  iwell  character^ed,  being  almost  a  perfect  congeries  of 
£c^$ils.  The  whole  is  of  a  deep  brownish  yellow,  and  dome<> 
times  a  bufT  color.  The  same  stratum  is  met  with,  as  appears 
by  the  notes  of  Mr.  Douglass,  in  tracing  down  the  western- 
side  of  the  basin,  in  the  ibanhs  of  Kalamazoo  river,  in  Calhoun 
county,  and  at  a  level  two  hundred  feet  lower  than  the  same 
ri»ck  in  Hillsdale.  This  difference  in  level,  shows  a  dip  north- 
erly not  exceeding  six  minutes  of  a  de^ee.  But  this-  result^ 
may  be  considered  as  less  than  the  actn^  amount,  from  the  fact' 
of  the  two  points  not  being  in  the  true  direction  of  the  dip. 

Ko  stratum  precisely  analogous  to  this  has  been  mentibned* 
in  the  reports  on  the  corresponding  formationsof  the  adjoining > 
states.  •  '■'  '} 

By  reference  to  the  general  topography  of  the^tate,  it  will' 
be  seen  that  the  extreme  souther/i  termination  of  the  sandstone 
series,  has  an  elevation  several  hundred  feet  higher  than  any 
other  part  of  the  basin  yet  examined.  This'  may  account  for 
the  Boperior  thickness  and  inclination  of  the  tocke  at  thii  point, 
and  for  the  circumstance  of  the  clay  and  ironstone  making  its' 
catcrop  here.    Iii  consequence  of  the  grettter  uplift  at  thir 
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point,  several  of  the  series  are  brought  to  the  surface,  i^hich 
elsewhere  are  entirely  concealed,  owing  to  their  more  nearly 
horizontal  position.  • 

Most  of  the  sandstones  have  been  tised  for  ordinary  build- 
ing purposes.  The  course  grained  rock  (No.  1,)  is  usually* 
found  eligibly  situated  for  quarrying,  and  is  well  adapted  both 
for  building  and  grindstones.  Ledges  of  this  rock  occur  in  the 
town  of  Somerset,  section  seven,  and  Moscow,  section  twenty- 
nine,  and  are  numerous  through  the  southern  part  of  Jackson 
county. 

The  included  stratum,  No.  4,  (which  is  reached  in  general 
only  in  wells,)  owing  to  its  superior  hardness,  serves  admirably 
for -the  above  puipose^  • 

The  whole  thickness  of  the  sandstones,  below  the  lowest  of 
lihe  beds  which  ombraoe  coal  plants-,  will  be  found  to  exceed 
<^e  hundred  and  sixty  feet. 

IV.    TERTIARY    AND    DILUVIAL  DEP08ITE3, 

It  has  been  already  remarked  that  in  general  all  the  rocks 
are  covered  with  a  mantle  of  clays,  fine  detritus  of  the  lime 
and  aandrocks,  Or  loose  water-worn  fragments  of  still  older 
rooks, !  swept  frpiu  the  nortli  by  the  current  of  a  universal  oceaq 
and  deposited  during  the  general  subsidence. 

^me  evidences. of  the  direction  of  these  currents  were  no- 
ticed in  my  report  of  last  year.  Among  these  are  the  diluvial 
furrows  and  scratches  on  the.  surface  of  the  lime  rock,  the  ap- 
pearance and  direction  of  which  correspond  with  observations 
made  in  son^e  of  the  more  eastern  states. 

The  extensive  deposites  of  blue  and  yellow  gravelJy  clays,' 
which  immediately  covers  the  lime  rock  in  Wayne  and  Monroe- 
counties,  were  found  also  to ^  occupy  the  whole  of  the  eastern- 
slope  of  the  peninsula*  Except  in  the  border  counties,  these: 
are  overlaid  by  sand  and  gravel,  to  a  depth  probably  often  ex* 
ceding  one  hundred  feet.  .    •     ' 

'/A  cori^esponding  clay  was  found  bordering  lake  Michigan, 
through  Serrien  county,  and  is  said  to  reach  far  out  into  the^ 
hh^  at  ita  southern  extremity.        , 

Pertaining  to,  or  associated  with  these  universal  deposites^ 
aire  beds  of  clay,  erratic  masses  of  primary,  transition  and  se- 
qp^dary  rocks,  and  the  more  recent  forfnatioas'of  marl,  tiifa, 
peat  and  bog-iron  ore.  To  these  I  shall  devote  some  separate 
practical  considerations. 

Chys, 

The  extensive  blue  and  yellow  clays  whidi- next  overlie  the 
limerocky  are  in  general  very  gravelly,  and  contain  also  a  large. 
pr<^portion  of  caibonate  of  lime;  the  blue  in  particular  effen-. 
v/B9si^g  strongly  ii^  acid     Iti^,  therefore^  not  tvel>adiipted  for 
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the  kiln.  The  upper,  yellow  or^browii'daj^  is  the  least  marly 
and  is  better  suited  to  brick  manijfticture.  The  beds  are  often 
stratified  and  portions  maybe  found  more  nearly  free  from  this 
injurious  ingredient.  ' 

The  presence  of  carbonate  of  lime  may  be  detected  by  drop- 
ping a  small  bit  of  the  clay  into  an  acid,  (strong  vinegar  will 
answer,)  when,  if  the  clay  be  marly^  effervescence'ehsues,  oc- 
casioned by  the  decomposition  of  ine  cjirbonate  of  Iim.e  and  es- 
cape of  the  carbonic  acid,  which  is  always  combined  with  the 
lime.  In  this  way  it  will  often  be  easy  to  distinguish  such  por- 
tions of  a  bed  as  do  not  contain  lime  in  sufficient  quantity^  to 
impair  their  fitness  for  ordinary  purposes. 

beds  of  clay,  of  a  few  feet  thickness,  are  often  fbund  alter-: 
nating  with  strata  of  gravel  and  sand  among  the  dTluvium,  and 
similar  beds,  occupying  acres  of  limited  extent  on  the  surface, 
are  frequent  in  the  sandy  soils  of  the  Openings.  The  latter 
seldom  exceed  a  few  acres  in  extent  and  generally  are  of 'much 
smaller  dimensions,  with  «  thickness  rarely,  exceeding  four 
feeL 

These  isolated  beds  of  clay  ate  almost,  uniydrsally^ec  ff'om 
any  injurious  proportion  of  lime.  In  this'  particular,  th^y  arfe 
superior  to  the  clays  above  nrientioned,  fbl-  .making^  durable 
brick.  These  beds  are,  however;  very  siliceous,  'and  indited, 
partake  of  all  the  intermediate  conditions,  from  a  stiff  claV to 
merely  ^n  agglutinated  sand.  .  Proppr  precautions  are'not  al- 
ways observed  in  this  particular;  for  riot^ilhstandiri^  that^^and 
ofteii'  constitutes  by  far  tbe  largest  constituent^  an  additional 
supply  is  not  uncommonly  addea  in  the  process  of  martufactur6|' 
almost  to  the  total  destruction  of  the  adhesive  property"  of  Hhe' 
material.  I  may.  here  observe,  that  in  general^  these  stiff ftti 
htds  contain^  without  artificial  mixture,  svmdent  5^rf  to  subsefve 
their  purpose  in  the  manufacture  of  bricKs.  i .;  •  : 
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Errai^j  Fragmeniary  Rocksj  •  .!    '     .'. 

Boulders-  of  thfi  primary  roqlis  are, found  in  great  nurhb^^s, 
lodged  upon  the  more  elevated  and  broken  parts  oif  the  po.ua^ 
try,  and  imbedded  in  the  dilu via!  gravels*    ^Tbcy^cjoniprise  a. 
great  variety  of  granites,  quartz  and  hornblende.     The  hilly* 
region  of  Ann  Arbor. affords  a  fiae  locality  for  procuring  a  set 
of  almost  every  variety  found  in,  the  state. 

Large  fragments  of  limestone  are  occasionally  to  be  met 
with,  which  have  beeti  disruptunsd  from  th^  tronsitioii  and  ocir- 
bDnifevoos  limexocks  of^  the  penini^ula.  .  The  ktrgesthiasses  olt 
these  were  laund  near  the  summit  of  thiel  great  aWidibg  ridge// 
on  its  eastern  dactivity.  .  Several  massesin  this  tbwniof  Sbm^i 
erset,  HiUsdale  coiuity,  aro  of  such  extenfcas  toibeieasiljjriistSH! 
tdcen  for  rock  in  place;  porliona''  ooly>beiiEig  viable  t from  be^^ 
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neath  the  imBeddin^  deluvium*  I  became  convinced,  howeveri 
by  the  associated  fossils,  that  they  belong  to  an  older  forma- 
tion than  the  carboniierous  rocks  of  the  vicinity. . 

Boulders  of  this  rock  are  so  numerous  in  son^e  parts  of  the 
country  as  to  afford  almost  the  supply  of  lime  needed  for  the 
district. 

Masses  of  native  copper,  some  of  several  pounds  weight, 
have  been  found  in  Berrien  and  Cass  counties,  as  also  in  the 
valley  of  Grand  j'iver,  and  in  several  other  portions  of  the, 
3tat&.  These  belong  to  the  "  erratic  group,^^  and  are  no  em* 
d^nce  of  ike  existence  of  the  ore.  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 

The  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  pieces  of  bituminous 
coal,  found  very  generally,  through  certain  districts,  imbedded 
in  the  diluvium.  >  Though  they  may  be  found  at  various  depths^ 
and  in  considerable  quantities,  no  prospect  can  hence  be  infer- 
red of  finding  coal  beds  in  any  of  the  counties  embraced  in  this 
report. 

Springs  and  underground  Water  Courses. 

The  character  of  the  diluvial  strata  is  so  varied  over  differ- 
ent districts,  and  the  formation  of  surface  so  diversified,  T  which 
might  give  origin  to  springs  under  every  variety  of  circum- 
stance^ that  it  is  impossible  to  establish  any  general  rule 
governing  the  depth  and  directions  of  underground  water- 
courses. 

Water  from  the  diluvial  deposites  is  usually  obtained  in  stra- 
ta of  quicksand  or  gravel  at  very  varying  depths.  But  after 
ascertaining  the  general  characteristics  of  the  surrounding 
country,  some  judgment  may  be  formed  over  particular  dis- 
tricts. 

A  stratum  of  quicksand  producing  water,  is  very  generally 
found  immediately  overlying  the  great  clay  deposites.  In  the 
blue  clay,  at  the  depth  of  twelve  to  twenty  feet,  a  stratum  of 
gravel,  yielding  a  supply  of  water,  appears  to  be  almost  uni- 
versal. 

Owing  to  the  calcareous  matter  contained  in  the  diluvial 
gavels  and  simds,  as  well  as  in  the  clays,  the  water  of  wells 
ifi  commonly  ;'  Aari" 

RECENT  FORMATIONS. 

Conglomerate* 

In  the  county  of  Berrien  some  very  extensive  foraiations  of. 
this  ainffulttr  rock  occur.  They  are  of  reeent  origin^  compared 
with  allthe  other  rocks,  and  both  in  age  and  formatioD,  may. 
be  classed  with  the  mark  and  tufas.  A  stratum  of  gravel,  ce- 
raeated  with  lime,  appears  to  be  very  universal  throughout' 
this  couttty,  at  depth  of  a  few  feet,  and  extensive  masaes,. 
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gtrongly  cemented,  are  frequently  found  exposed  in  the  face« 
of  ravines  and  banks  of  streams,  appearing  like  ledger  of  jrook 
in  place. 

At  Millburg,  eight  miles  east  of  St.  Joseph,  a  rock  of  this 
description  was  traced  along  the  bank  of  Blue  creek,  for  half 
a  mile^  In  appearance,  it  is  it  continuous  ledge  of  very  hard 
sandrock,  varying  in  thickness  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet.  Itcoa^ 
sists  of  coarse  sand,  cemented  by  the  infiltrati(m  of  carbonate 
of  lime,  unbroken  by  seams,  and  which  has  become  exceedingly 
hard  on  exposure*  It  may  be  quarried  by  blasting,  in  blocks 
of  any  required  dimensions,  dresses  with  facility,  and  will 
answer  admirably  for  many  economical  purposes.  •' 

About  two  miles  north*east  of  Berrien,  this  rock',  was  seen 
under  similar  circumstances,  in  the  bank  of, a*  small  creek,  for- 
ming an  outcroppiag  ledge,  exceeding  eight  feet  in  thickness. 
It  is  found  also  at  several  points  higher  up  the  stream,  and  in 
the  sides  of  hills  in  the  vicinity^  Portions  of  this  ledge  are  of 
finer  grain  than  that  at  Millburg,  having  a  str-atified  appearance^ 
and  are  disposed  to  cleave  horizontally*  Blocks  haye  been  re* 
moved  and  used  for  fire-jambs;  in  which  capacity  they  have 
stood  the  test  of  two  years'  service. 

'  Similar  formations  occur  in  town  three  north,  eight  west^ 
section  twenty-four,  in  town  of  Oronoko,  at  Singer's  lake,  and 
in  the  deep  ravines  east  of  New  Buffalo.  At  the  latter  places 
the  rock  bears  more  the  appearance  of  crag,  being  composed 
mostly  of  coarse  pebbles. 

The  conglomerate,  at  all  these  places,  ii|  in  isolated  masses^ 
of  local  origin,  and  probably  does  not  extend  many  feet  into* 
the  hill  sides.  Quarries  will,  therefore^  eyentually  he  found  to 
run  ouU 

<^  Hard  pans,"  which  may  be  referred  to  a  similar  origin^ 
are  not  uncommon  among  the  diluvial  strata  even  aA  considera- 
ble depths.  The  cementing  material  is  not  nnfrequently,  in 
part,  a  carbonate  or  hydrate  of  iron. 

A  hard  pan,  of  which  the  cement  is  no  doubt  lime,  is  foand 
to  be  an  almost  universal  sub-stratum  to  the  rich  loam  of  tUd 
lyrairies.  To  it  the  fertility  of  those  soils  may,  in  a  great  mea* 
-sure,  be  ascribed,  since  it  serves  to  retain  the  moistard  whick 
would  be  quickly  swallowed  by  the  porous  sands: 

Possibly  this  fact  may  aid  in  illustrating  the  ori^n,  as  well 
as  the  fertility,  of  the  prairies;  This  sub*stratam  is  not  com*- 
monly  met  with  in  the  openings. 

Marl,  or  bog-lime  and  Tufa. 

That  variety  of  the  mineral  which  is  here  designated  by  the 
name  of  marl,  is  chiefly  sl  carbonate  of  lime,  Qr  lime  combined 
with  carbonic  acid.  It  is  frequently  ajrc^illaceous^  and  mixed 
with  earthy  and  carbonaceous  matters.   Throughout  th^iQovm- 
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lies  emimeffatled,  this  mineral  is  fouDcl  only  in  ^onoectioti  with' 
the  gravels,  sandfe  and  clays  which  overUe  the  rocks,  and  may 
be  defined  as  an  alluvial  depositefrom  waters  which  have  per- 
colated soils  charged  with  lime.  On  reaching*  the  surface,  the 
TraJter  parts  with  a  portion  of  its  carbonic  acid,  and  becomes 
ho  k!)nger  capable  of  holding  the  lime  in  solution,  which  is  then 
deposited  in  the  form  of  a  pulverulent,  chalky  substance,  in  the 
beds  of  lal^es  or  beneath  the  peiat  of  marshes. 
.  As  carbonate  of  lime  is  a  constituent  of  the  covering  of  m<^ 
kscous  ^iwnais,  these  circumstances  are  favorable  to  the  cot' 
leotion:  of  great  numbers  of  shells,  so  that  these  not  unfre- 
quently  consUtute  even  the  main  portion  of  the  bed  itself, 
which  may-  then  receive  the  name  ot  "  $}iell  mariy 

Thalt  fo^rm  of  lime  which  is  called  iufay  has  a  similar  origin* 
It  diflejr^na  eKternal  character,  being  hard,  light  and  porous^ 
and  lis  that  whiob  is  familiairly  known  as '^  Jwney-comb  lime.'* 
This  chai^acteristici  difference  is  the  result  of  circumstances, 
not  of  composition.  Tufa  is  farmed  in  situations  which  allow 
access  of  air,  when  a  strong  union  of  the  particles  takes  place;. 
Marl  being  always*  deposited  under  water^or  beneath  th^  peat 
of  bogs,  the  surrounding  fluid  prevents  cohesion.  This  con* 
dition  ifl  that  which  is  very  commonly  designated  as  ^^bog* 

-.  Thus,  according  to  circumstances,  we  find  a  variety  of  £E>rnMi 
assufiked  by  «the£e  depositcs,  from  a  ^Hufaceous  marl,''  in  wrhi<^ 
the  particles  have  but  partially  cohered*  to  a  hard  **tufa,"  or 
praveptin'.rack^  appearing  a^  ledges  iii  exposed  hill  sides. 
'..AH  these  receat  fresh  water  limes  exist  in  great  abundance 
in  most  of  the  counties  enumerated,  as  well  as  throughout  the 
interior  of  the  stale.  In  the  northern  part  of  Hillsdale,  and 
(he  counties  of  Washtanaw  and  Oakland,  in  p^irticular,  so  ex« 
tensive  and  universally  distributed  are  the  beds  of  this  useful 
mineiind,  that  an  attempt  to  ascertain  and  enumerate  all  the 
places  in  which  it  exists,  is  unnecessary.  If  .not  impossible. 
^.  But  not  withstanding  its  wide  distribution,,  the  uses,  aad  even 
ibe  bxisteoce' of  this  mineral  are  so  little;  known  or  heeded^ 
even  by  those  who  have  mo0t  reason  to  appreciate  its  valuer 
llhiitl  shall  adventure  some  remarks  upon  it^  application  to  prao 
tical  purposes^. and  the  :metb6d  .of  ^certaining  its  presence^ 
)!  ^ For. making  qukklimey  the  value  of  marl  and  tufa  is  already 
•appreciated  in/those  parts  of  our  state  which^  like  the  coui^ties 
under  review,  are  nearly  destitute  pf.lim0rodc»  Consequently 
these  have  supplied  the  deficiency,  and  been  applied  to  all  the 
purposes  of  the  best  rodk  lime.  Though'  somewhat  inferior  in 
strength,  the  lime  thus  obtained  is  even  preferred  for  particu- 
lar tburposes.  It  is  said,  for  instance^  to  be  preferable  as  a 
Wash,  iwing  to  its  superior  whiteness:  Its  real  value  is  fre- 
Tjuently  Uhdehrated  from  itsinot  being  sufficiently  burned;  marl 
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being  erton^iMly  suppoMd  to  require  « less  degree  of  heat 
than  limestone. 

Somo^of  the.largest  depositee  of  tufa-  Ihave  met  with  are 
formed  along  the  banks  of  the  Huron  vail ey».  between  Ypsilanti 
and  Dexter,  at  several  of  which,  large  quantities  of  lime  are 
■manufactured. 

The  circumatances  which  may  give  rise  to  the  formation  of 
eiiber  tufa,  or  sbeilHuari,  where  the  same  source  of  supply  ex- 
iistSt  is  here  £nely  exeoiplified.     Ledges  of  tufa  occupy  the 
elevated  side  of  the  valley;  while  copious  springs  discharging 
;from  its  foot^  occasion  a  peat  morass  between  it  and  the  river, 
beneath  which  is  a  body  of  soft  marl  several  feet  in  thickness. 
.  laqiMressions  of  leaves  lind  branches  of  trees,  and  even  bones 
ol  animals,  are  numerous  in  some  portions  of  the  tufa,  these 
•aobstances  having  evidently  served  as  rtucki  around  which  the 
.particles  of  lime  were,  deposited  from  the  water  of  the  springs; 
thus  both  giving  an  interesting  character  to  the  bed  and  illus- 
trating its  formlition. 

•  ,  The  use  of  marl  in  agriculture  is  little  appreciated,  and  may 
even  be  said  to  be  wholly  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the 
farmers  of  our  state.  Hitherto  so  small  has  been  the  demand 
>for  stimulant  manures  by  soils  that  have  been  for  a  few  years 
.only  in  the  service  of  agriculture,  that  few  farmers  have 
brought  themselves  to  reflect  whether  before  many  more  years, 
:the  new  soils  they  have  adopted  may  not  become  like  the  old 
;ones  they  have  forsaken. 

•  But,  although  many  of  our  soils  are  even  found  to  improve 
•under  the  first  few  years  of  cultivation,  they  must  eventually 
wear  out  under  a  process  which  gives  no  returns  tor  the  de- 
mands made  upon  tbem^  This  result  is  already  becoming  pei> 
^eeptible  upon  the  older  farms,  and  their  cultivators  are  brought 
-to  the  necessity  of  husbanding  manures  to  renovate  their  eHr 
iiAUsted  soils.  Considerable  quantities  of  gypsum  (plaster)  are 
tannually  imported  and  used  with  most  obvious  success  upoii 
•toils  that  have  not  been  half  a  dozen  years  under  cultiAration. 
•  Gypsum  and  marl  are  constituted  of  the  same  basis,  lime  un- 
der different  states  of  combination)  sulphate  6f  limey  (sulphuric 
aeidand  Iime,)composing  the  former;  carbonic  acid  and  lime  <^tGf 
posing -marl  and  the  other  carbonates.  The  sulphate,  possesr- 
sing  greater  stimulant  properties,  has  a  somewhat  differentaiaid 
flsiore  speedy  operation,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether!  tSi  effect  be 
•either  so  decided  or  so  lasting  as  that  of  marl,  if  applied  in  the 
required  proportidn.  I  have  to  regret  the  inability  to  institute 
such  a  comparison  of  their  several  operations  upon  our  soils  as 
tcould  be  desired,  having  been  unable  ,to  learn  of  a  single  ixk- 
jteiice  of  a  fair  trial  of  marl  in  t^be  state.  Notwithstanding,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  urge  its  use  with  full  ccmfidence,  upon  all 
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who  can  be  pursoaded  to  mak^  ute  of  io  sunple  a  meaii#  U> 

sustain  their  soils. 

Besides  the  stimulant  property  common  both  to  gypsum  and 
the  carbonate  of  lime,  in  giving  increased  activity  to  vegeta- 
tion, the  lime  effects  a  ciiange  in  the  character  of  the  soil 
itself.  No  soil  can  be  considered  perfect  without  a  large  pro- 
portion.  Lime  enters  largely  into  the  compoeitioo  of  many 
crops;  such  as  wheats  which  it  is  well  known  vegetates  moat 
vigorously  where  this  abounds,  as  in  many  of  the  gravel  aad 
limestone  soils.  While  a  farther  advantage  results  from  the 
decomposition  of  the  marl,  in  consequence  of  the  separation  of 
the  animal  matter  contained  in  the  shelly  portions  of  it  In 
abort,  gypsum  can  hardly  be  productive  of  benefit  where  marl 
might  not  be  profitably  applied.  Add  to  this,  what  comes  home 
to  the  reason  of  every  farmer,  that  while  he  must  pay  for  m- 
ported  plaster  at  the  average  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per  ton, 
the  marl  may  be  had  for  digging. 

Nature,  ever  bountiful,  has  indeed  laid  up  in  those  marshes 
and  ponds  which  seem,  at  first  appearance,  almost  valueless,  a 

firovision  ot  incalculable  worth  for  her  future  maintenance, 
t  may  well  be  considered  an  untold  treasure,  stored  close  at 
hand,  costing  little  to  procure,  requiring  no  preparation  ofgrindr 
ingcr  huTMngy  and  which  will  be  resorted  to  tor  years  to  come^ 
to  sustain  and  replenish  the  fertility  of  our  soils.  In  applying 
this  manure,  we  do  but  restore  to  the  soil  that  with  which  it 
was  originally  endowed,  since  the  soils  themselves  supplied 
the  material  of  the  marl  beds.  These  seem  left  by  nature  for 
future  restoration  by  the  art  of  man,  and  apparently  with  de- 
sign, are  deposited  in  greatest  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  those 
siliceous  soils  upon  which  they  will  be  most  needed. 

If  even  the  enormous  price  paid  for  plaster  is  never  regret> 
ted,  most  certainly  I  may  be  allowed  to  urge  the  simple  experi- 
ment of  giving  a  fair  trial  to  so  cheap  an  article  as  the  marL 
By  such  actual  experiment,  every  man,  for  himself,  will  beat 
learn  the  proportions  which  his  soils  need,  as  well  as  the  com- 
paratiye  results.  Trial  will,  at  least,  furnish  a  satisfactory  test 
of  the  truth,  and  we  feel  the  more  inclined  to  urge  it  from  the 
fact,  that  if  successful,  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of  agricul- 
tural economy  will  exhibit  more  strongly  the  policy  of  availing 
ourselves  of  our  native  resources. 

After  this  recommendation  of  marl,  it  may  be  expected  that 
I  advise  under  what  circumstances  to  look  for  it  Marl  is  fre^ 
quently  to  be  recognized  by  its  liffht  ash  color,  about  the  mar- 
gin and  occupying  the  shallows  of  lakes.  In  general,  the  mari 
which  is  most  easily  obtainable,  will  be  found  overlaid  hyptai 
or  muck  of  the  marshes,  often  at  a  depth  oi  several  feet 
Sometimes  its  i>resence,  under  these  drcumstanoes,  is  indicated 
by  a  slight  coating  of  lime  visible  upon  the  vegetation  on  the 
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wrfkoe.  The  growth  of  the  marl  bed  often  causes  theomer* 
Ijiag  bog  to  swell  up  into  a  protuberant  form.  But  such  indi^ 
eatkms  are  not  always  visible,  and  then  trial  may  be  made  by 
thrusting  down  a  pole  or  rod  through  the  peat,  when  sufficient 
ef  the  marl,  if  there  be  any,  will  adhere,  usually,  to  make 
known  its  presence. 

Every  farmer  ought  to  examine  well  his  marshes  with  this 
view,  and  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  marl  e»8ts  there,  to  test 
the  question  fully  by  digging. 

It  may  be  advisable  to  raise  the  marl  in  the  fall  and  subject 
it  to  the  action  of  the  winter's  frost,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  « 
pitiverized  state  pi^evious  to  use  upon  the  land. 

Peat. 

This  combuMibh  is  found  in  very  great  abundance  in  most  of 
the  marshes.  It  is  that  which  supports  the  luxuriant  crop  of 
grasses  they  afford,  and  is  itself  a  mass  of  grass  roots  and  half 
decomposed  vegetation.  This  variety  of  peat  is  called /i^mus. 
It  is  so  universally  distributed,  and  in  such  quantity,  that  my 
notice  of  it  will  be  in  jeeneral  terms. 

Most  of  the  beds  oi  peat,  in  this  state,  are  comparatively 
shallow,  seldom  exceeding  four  feet  in  thickness,  and  they  in 
general  want  that  compactness  which  is  esteemed  a  requisite 
in  the  peats  adapted  for  fuel.  I  shall,  therefore,  allude  only  lo 
its  value  and  application  a$  a  manure. 

Few  soils  will  indure  many  years  continued  cultivation 
without  requiring:  to  be  replenished,  not  altogether  with  mine* 
tal  manures,  such  as  gypsum  and  marls,  but  with  those  vege- 
table or  animal  products  which  afford  the  real  sustenance  to  its 
crops.  The  time  will  just  as  surely  come  when  the  soils  of 
QdT  ovm  state,  though  now  fresh  and  unexhausted^  will  need 
the  same  support.  The  farmer  will  then  rejoice  at  the  oppor* 
tunity  to  procure  manures  of  this  description,  and  I  do  not  het* 
jtate  to  say  that  peat  will  then  rank  among  the  most  prominent, 
as  it  is  now  the  most  abundant. 

Peat  being  almost  wholly  a  mass  of  vegetable  matter,  affords 

precisely  that  which  is  yielded  by  the  most  fertilizing  manures. 

But  as  found,  it  is  in  a  more  or  less  undeoomposed  state,  and 

^consequently  oot  in  that  condition  in  which  alone  plants  can 

jreoeive  it,  to  be  absorbed  into  their  substance.     Should  it  be 

spread  as  a  manure  is  often  applied,  its  dry,  spongy  fibres  will 

not  readily  become  converted  into  that  soluble  matter  which 

is  required  bv  the  conditions  of  vegetable  organization.     To 

exact  its  full  oenefit,  then,  some  art  seems  necessary.    In  the 

absence  of  actual  experiment,  such  as  would  most  properly  de- 

terssine  the  mode  ol  its  application,  I  shall  only  su^;cst  the 

simplest  means*    The  compost  heap  aflfoids  the  reaSest  pr^ 

{or  efieoling  those  chemical  changes  whidi  are  neeesaary 
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to  convert  peat  ioto  DUtriment  for  vegetation.  This  "mil  be 
facilitated  by  an  intimate  mixture  of  animai  and  other  rrfuse 
mattera,  and  of  mari  or  iimo.  With  the  latter  the  vegetaUe 
substance  of  peat  enters  into  new  combinations,  forming  cer« 
tain  soluble  salts,  which  are  then  ready  to  be  taken  up  as  food 
by  plants. 

We  have  already  seen  how  frequently  peat  and  marl  are  found 
in  connection,  and  in  what  abundance  the  latter  may  be  pro- 
cured. In  peat  and  marl  combined,  we  have,  therefore,  all  that 
could  be  required  to  make  of  those  numerous  marshes  which 
intersect  the  country,  immense  receptacles  of  vegetable  nutri- 
ment. The  Iimoj>erforms  to  the  mass  of.  raw  organic  matter 
of  the  peat,  the  office  which  the  cook  docs  to  the  larder.  Con- 
joined, they  furnish  both  provision  for  the  nourishment  of 
plants,  and  the  means  for  preparing  it. 

Some  contrariety  of  opinion  exists  on  the  use  of  calcareous 
manures,  (gypsum  and  limes,)  from  the  supposition  that  they 
eventually  wear  out  the  land,  leaving  it  poorer  than  before. 
Now  such  a  result  may  happen  from  either  of  two  causes,  nei- 
ther of  which  implies  any  injurious  quality  in  the  mineral. 

1.  From  the  too  excessive  use  of  this  manure,  or  its  appli- 
eation  to  soils,  the  composition  of  which  was  not  understood, 
and  where  lime  may  have  already  formed  an  abundant  ele- 
ment. 

2.  From  the  use  of  mineral  manures  solely,  under  the  mis* 
taken  supposition  that  they  furnish  the  necessary  nutriment  to 
vegetation.  Now,  as  has  just  been  shown,  these  chiefly  serve 
to  prepare  the  food  which  has  been  furnished  from  other  sour- 
ces. So  far  from  supplying  the  place  of  vegetable  and  animal 
manures,  they  only  render  necessary  fresh  supplies  of  the  lat- 
ter. By  giving  increased  activity  to  vegetation,  they  of  course 
cause  a  quicker  consumption  of  the  fertilizing  principles.  It 
will  thus  very  easily  be  seen  from  what  mistaken  practice  this 
"impoverishing  of  the  soil,"  by  the  use  of  mineral  manures^ 
results,  and  also  where  may  be  found  the  proper  corrective. 

Bog  Iron  Ore,  and  Ochre, 

All  our  bog  ores  are  a  product  of  the  diluvial  or  alluvial  de- 
posites,  the  mineral  being  originally  contained- in  the  ferrugi- 
nous sands  or  clays.  It  is  taken  up  in  solution  by  rain-waten, 
and  afterwards,  like  the  marls,  deposited  in  low  grounds. 

Sands  highly  ferruginous,  and  beds  of  sandy  ochre^  of  a  bright 
red  or  yellow  color,  are  not  uncommon,  though  in  general  of 
small  extent.  Some  considerable  beds  were  observed  in  Lena- 
wee county,  ranged  along  the  east  side  of  the  ridge  or  beach  of 
the  fotmer  lake,  (which  will  be  hereafter  noticed,)  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  we  often  find  iron  s€nid  washed  ^up  and  depo- 
ri  ted  by  the  waves.    A  Uttle  west  of  Palmyra,  one  of  these  de- 
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poehoB  stretches  along  the  beach  ridge  for  a  half  a  mile,  having^ 
a  width  of  a  few  rods,  and  a  thickness  of  eighteen  inches^ 

After  much  fruitless  examination  during  the  past  season,  I 
became  convinced  that  no  formations  of  ore  exist  in  the  coun- 
ties examined,  which  will  compare  in  extent  with  those  from 
which  iron  is  manufactured  in  Indiana,  near  the  border  of  this 
state.  Beds  of  it,  indeed,  occur,  some  of  which  may  be  con* 
sddered  as  of  practical  value. 

Although  the  kidney  ironstone  makes  its  appearance  at  seve* 
ral  points  which  might  have  been  deemed  favorable  to  the  de« 
positing  of  a  bog  ore,  resulting  from  the  mineral  in  those  beds» 
none  was  found  associated  with  it.  I  was  led  to  search  for 
bog  iron  in  this  vicinity,  more  particularly  from  the  circum- 
stance that  a  mixture  of  the  two  forms  of  ore  is  usually  made 
at  the  kidney  ore  furnaces,  in  order  to  facilitate  smelting. 
Some  deposites  of  bog  iron  in  the  southern  part  of  Branck 
ecMinty,  in  fractional  town  of  Algansce,  are  of  sufficient  extent 
to  be  valuable  for  this  purpose,  should  a  furnace  be  established, 
at  the  kidney  ore  beds  of  that  county.  One  of  these  deposites 
was  traced  over  more  than  an  acre. 

'  Along  8t«  Joseph  river,  in  St.  Joseph  county,  small  beds  of 
ore  and  ferruginous  sands  were  found,  and  also  in  town  five 
north,  raoffe  ten  west,  section  nine.  These  are  mentioned,  as 
tfhey  may  be  of  value  from  their  vicinity  to  the  beds  of  kidney 
iron  in  this  part  of  the  state.  But  should  it  be  ascertained  that 
the  chief  benefit  of  a  mixture  of  the  two  ores  results  from  the 
carbonate  of  lime  supplied  by  the  former,  the  marl  ieds^  which 
abound  throughout  this  district,  will  furnish  a  ready  and  cheap 
flux  to  facilitate  the  operations. 

The  most  considerable  beds  of  bog  iron-  ascertained  during 
&e  past  season,  were  in  Oakland  county.  The  following  are 
worthy  of  notice: 

In  the  town  of  Lyon,  section  thirty,  a  good  lively  ore  is 
found,  occupying  in  the  whole,  several  acres. 

Town  of  Orion,  section  twenty-four,  deposites  were  traced 
at  intervals  over  an  extent  of  twenty  acres.     The  richest  and^ 
most  abundant  form  of  the  ore  was  in  the  state  of  a  yellow 
ochre. 

Iii  the  town  of  Groveland,  numerous  beds  of  ochre  are  col- 
lected around  the  heads  of  Duck  creek,  and  are  frequent  over 
an  area  of  half  a  square  mile. 

In  Washtewaw  county^  bog  ore  has  been  found  at  several 
places  in  town  of  Augusta,  and  considerable  beds  of  red  ochre 
m  town  of  Sharon. 

The  ochres  may  serve  a  very  good  purpose  as  an  ordinary 
red  or  yellow  paint  This  may l)e  obtained  in  acheapman- 
ner,  thus:  stk*  the  sand  in  water,  then  after  allowing  a  few 
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minutes  for  the  siliceous  grains  to  settle,  poor  off  the  liquid  «Dd 
obtain  the  colored  sediment  which  is  held  in  suspension. 

^s  ANCIENT    LAKE    RIDGE. 

y  At  about  twenty-five  miles,  inland,  from  the  shore  of  lake 
/Erie,  and  following  a  nearly  parallel  course  to  the  lake  and 
Detroit  river,  a  foto,  gravelly  ndge  may  be  traced,  correspond* 
ing  in  its  character  to  that  upon  which  the  celebrated  "  ri<%e 
road"  runs,  along  the  southern  shore  of  lake  Ontario.  Ex- 
cept where  broken  through  by  streams,  this  ridge  is  very  con* 
tinuous,  and  of  nearly  uniform  size;  so  much  so  indeed,  that  I 
have  been  able,  without  difficulty,  to  distinguish  it  from  all  or- 
dinary undulations  of  surface  at  whatever  point  it  has  met  my 
observation,  and  to  trace  its  course  for  more  than  sixty  milea. 

The  ridge  has  a  breadth  of  several  hundred  feet,  and  rises 
with  a  gentle  curve  into  a  somewhat  conical  form,  to  the  ave<» 
rage  height  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  above  the  flat  lands 
on  the  lake  side.  It  is  composed  of  layers  of  coarse  and  fine 
j^vel  and  beach  sand,  reposing  upon  the  clays  which  constir 
lute  the  sub-soil  of  the  contiguous  country. 

From  its  resemblance  to  the  beaches  bounding  the  waters  of 
the  present  lake,  as  well  as  from  the  relative  character  of  the 
country  on  either  side,  no  doubt  remains  in  my  mind  that  this 
ridge  once  constituted  the  boundary  of  an  immense  expanse  of 
water,  which  became  afterwards  circumscribed  to  the  dimen- 
nions  of  the  present  lakes. 

The  assent  of  the  land  on  the  lower  or  lake  side  is  much 
more  gradual  and  uniform  than  on  the  upper,  and  the  ^^ridge" 
may  be  said  to  form  here  a  boundary  to  tnat  belt  of  level  coun- 
try which  borders  the  peninsula.  This  belt  of  land,  as  abready 
described,  is  mostly  clothed  with  a  dense  growth  of  timber, 
and  a  dividing  line  drawn  between  this  and  the  light  growth  of 
the  sandy  openings  very  nearly  corresponds  with  the  course  of 
the  ridge. 

The  elevation  of  the  ridge,  its  uniformity,  and  the  gravel  of 
which  it  is  composed  admirably  adapt  it  for  a  highway.  Roads 
have  consequently  been  run  upon  it  through  a  laroe  part  of  its 
course  in  Wayne  county,  bearing  north-east  and  south-west, 
from  the  village  of  IMymouth,  and  also  through  town  of  York 
in  Washtenaw  county,  to  Ridge  way  in  Lenawee. 

Divergences  sometimes  occur  in  this  ridge,  like  those  descri- 
bed by  Mr.  Hall,  in  the  geological  report  of  New  York,  for 
1888,  and  the  branches  agam  unite;  or  after  being  diverted  by 
the  valleys  of  entering  streams,  it  again  resumes  its  former  ge- 
neral parallelism  to  the  present  shore  of  the  lake. 

The  state  topographer  of  Ohio,  Col.  Whittlesy,  mentions  the 
feet  of  a  ^*  succession  of  low,  gentle  undulations,  like  a  broad 
turnpike  or  wave,  running  parallel  to  the  shore"  of  lake  Erie, 
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^in  dwl  state.  He  says  thev  vary  in  number  from  one  to  three, 
and  are  distant  from  the  siiore  from  half  a  mile  to  five  miles, 
and  he  supposes  that  they  difler  in  height  from  ninety  to  one 
hundred  and  tvrenty  feet  above  the  lake. 

"External  appearances,"  he  remarks,  "certainly  indicate 
that  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  once  stood  one  hundred  feet  higher 
than  at  present;  but  there  is  not  as  yet,  evidence  enough  to  de- 
ride this  interesting  question.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  na- 
tural barriers  for  a  sea  which  should  have  elevated  itself  to  that 
hekht." 

From  a  series  of  levels,  taken  during  the  surveys  of  the  puh* 
Uc  works  of  Michigan,  I  have  ascertained  the  ridge  to  have 
here  a  unifcrm  elet)aiion  of  one  hundred  and  seven  or  one  han* 
dred  and  eight  feet  above  lake  Erie,  which,  it  will  be  percei- 
ved, agrees  nearly  with  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Wbittlesy.  The 
uniformity  of  this  elevation  furnishes  an  additional  proof  of 
its  having  once  been  coincident  with  the  level  of  the  lake  wa* 
ters. 

The  proof  of  a  fbrnoer  submergence  of  this  whole  country^ 
are  so  abundant  that  the  general  fact  seems  well  established^ 
It  is  also  plain  that  this  rulge  could  not  have  been  formed  du- 
ring that  turbulent  state  of  the  waters  which  brought  upon  the 
rock-covered  surface  of  the  country  its  immense  deposite  of 
diluvium,  but  must  have  resulted  from  a  quiescent  state  of  the 
waters. 

Let  us  then,  for  a  nooment,  consider  "  this  interesting  ques--  v^ 
tion"  solved,  and  proceed  to  inquire  how  far  the  results  to* 
which  we  are  brought  by  the  supposed  elevation  of  the  lake 
waters,  one  hundred  and  seven  feet  above  the  present  level  of 
lake  Erie,  accords  with  repeated  observations  made  through- 
out the  lake  region.  Supposing  the  characteristics  of  the  land  . 
to  have  been  relatively  the  same  as  now,  the  great  lakes,  which.  \ 
at  present  are  but  links'  of  a  connecting  chain,  would  become 
merged  in  one  immense  irregular  sea;  their  breadth  being  in- 
creased many  miles  on  either  side,  while  their  connecting  bands. 
<are  lost  in  the  wide  expanse.  The  northern  part  of  our  pe- 
ninsula becomes  an  island,  or  separated  by  only  a  narrow  neck 
across  a  wide  frith,  following  the  valleys  of  the  Saginaw  and 
Grand  rivers.  The  western  and  eastern  tier  of  counties  are 
flooded,  and  the  Maumee  country  as  far  as  Fort  Wayne.  West 
of  lake  Michigan,  the  spread  of  the  waters  is  stilt  wider  ;  em- 
bracing, perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  some  islands,  more  than 
half  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  whole  of  the  immensely  broad  val- 
leys of  the  Illinois,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  Upper  Cana- 
da assumes  the  form  of  an  island  in  the  wide  spread  waste. 
The  roar  of  Niagara  is  drowned  beneath  the  rolling  billotvs  of 
a  broad  and  deep  inland  ocean,  having  a  breadth  at  this  point 
of  more  than  sixty  miles.    WhOe  stretching  off  to  the  east^  the 
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waters  involve  a  great  share  of  Lower  Canada,  the  wbole  <^ 
the  Genesee  country  of  New  York,  with  most  of  its  chain  of 
lakes,  and  a  communication  is  made  with  the  ocean,  both  b^ 
way  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  valley  of  tiio  Mohawlu 

It  will  be  apparent,  then,  that  the  great  '*  basin  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,"  within  which  all  the  present  basins  of  the  lakes 
are  included,  as  well  as  the  immensely  broad  and  fertile  *'  val* 
ley  of  the  Mississippi,"  become  one  continuous  sea,  in  which 
whatever  of  the  present  land  remains  are  as  islands  in  the 
deep. 

The  difficulties  which  oppose  this  supposition  are,  the  almost 
unlimited  supply  of  water  required  to  furnish  a  basin  of  such 
-extent,  and  the  want  of  barriers  to  confine  its  discharge  into 
.  the  ocean.     But  one  theory  presents  itself  competent  to  solve 
difficulties  of  such  magnitude.    The  supply  of  water  must  have 
come  from  the  ocean  itself.     Consequently,  the  surroupding 
-and  itlterior  seas  must  have  had  the  same  level,  and  the  grea- 
ter elevation  of  the  lakes  relatively  to  the  surrounding  land 
was  the  result  not  of  their  increased  actual  elevation,  but  of 
the  actual  diminished  elevation  of  the  land  itself*    In  other 
words,  the  land  has  been  subsequently  subjected  to  an  uphea* 
ving  force,  which  at  last  has  elevated,  the  whole  far  above 
the  influence  of  the  sea. 

Whether  the  upheaving  of  the  land  was  general  at  this  era, 
throughout  the  continent,  or  was  mainly  operative  in.  the  re- 

!;ion  of  the  lakes,  probably  cannot  be  satisfactorily  determined, 
t  may  be  competent,  however,  to  suppose  that  these  apparent 
"lake  ridges"  were  the  boundaries  of  the  ancient  sea  formed 
during  intervals  of  rest  in  the  upward  tendency  of  the  land. 
The  comparatively  quiet  state  of  the  elements,  and  the  greater 
length  of  lime  for  which  the  waters  covered  the  extent  de- 
scribed, will  satisfactorily  account  for  the  uniformity  of  surface 
which  characterizes  the  country  bordering  on  the  present 
-lakes  and  those  vast  plains  of  the  west,  which  were  subjected 
to  the  same  influencing  circumstances. 

There  are,  however,  some  reasons  for  concluding  that  a 
part  at  least  of  this  area  was  occupied  by  fresh  waier^  and  to 
this  supposition  we  shall  advert  hereafter. 

There  also  exist  strong  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  relar 
tive  levels  of  the  land  did  not  every  where  remain  the  same, 
-or  that  disproportionate  elevations  took  place.  Thus  appear- 
•ances  warrant  the  supposition  that  at  several  points  barriers 
-Existed  to  that  free  communication  which  I  have  assumed  df 
the  water  of  this  inland  sea  with  the  Atlantic.  If  we  suppose 
.the  great  Appalachian  range  of  mountains,  at  any  of  the 
points  where  it  meets  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  have  once  formed 
a  barrier  to  that  river,  a  communication  through  from  the 
ocean,  in  that  direction  Would  have  been  cut  offi     The  '^  up- 
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lifts''  at  Little  Falla,  whicb  ris^  U7  feet  bid^r  thao  i«Ii^ 
Erie,  and  the  ''  bighlands"  of  the  Hudsoa  mignt  also  have  nh 
terposed  barriers  to  an  outlet  Across  tho  state  of  New  York. 
A  sioffle  commuoication  only  would  then  exist  ^Ith  th^.oceaii« 
▼iz:  through  the  yalley  of  the  K^sissippi*  ^bf^t  the  lake^ 
once  discharged  their  waters  in  this  direction,  such  ^ditional 
evidence  is  furnished  by  the  appearajn^  of  the  cou^try,  dhat 
in  this  our  argument,  but  serves  to  add  confirmation  to  the  ge- 
neral opinion. 

There  is  further  reason  to  suppose  that  a  barrier  has  exis^ 
t€id  across  the  strait  of  Mackinac,  ousting  off  lake  ])$ichiffaQy 
and  perhaps  lake  Superiori  from  the  lower  lakes.  Now  if  we 
supposed  that  the  erection  of  this  barrier,  or  the  con4inuaope 
of  that  elevatory  ntoverpent,  dosed  iup  the  contin^unifcation  by 
way  of  the  Mississdppi  valley,  a  body  of.  yrater  would  renoain, 
filling  nearly  the  whole  "basin  of  JheSt  L#awrence/'.and  v^ 
ceiving  constant  accessions  from  the  streams  which  discharge 
into  it.  At  this  period,  we  may  donclude  the  rocky  barriers 
of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson,  unable  to  resist  the  enormous 
pressure  of  the  accumulating  Tolume,  gave.  way,. discharging 
the  surplus  waters  with  tretpendous  violence,  and  thusopeimng 
a  passage  for  the  present  great  channels  of  water  cJonotcnunica- 
tion  with  the  ocean,,  through  the  state  .of  New  York.     1.       » 

Subsequent  to  this  event,  the  continued  uphfting  6f  vthe  lefqd, 
or  the  bursting  of  the  barrier  of  the  AUegahies,  x>peneid  m  pito- 
tage  for  the  waters  throogh  their  present  outlet  of  the  St  Lavii- 
lence,  when  Jake  Erie  and  the  u^per  lake^  ^sobstdedto  Mh^KtU 
their  present  levels.  Then,  for  the  first  tiiJne,  their  acduroalf^ 
ted  watesTs,  confined  by  the  valley  of  ithe.  Niagara,  rusiicd  over 
its  ''wave-worn  precipiee^''  producing  dtat  stupendous :«cat^ 
Tact,  which  now  seems  likely,  for  ages,  «1b  emit  fts  unceaaiog 
thunder.  •'.♦:' 

The  "  lake-ridge,"r  of  New  Y^A.  may  be  coasideiiad.tts  .the 
ishoife  of  Ontario^  ^afrej*  this  parting  of  the  lakes  had  lakto 
place,  and  must  necessarily  be  of  snbseqtient  formation  totbosis 
of' lake  Erie.  « A  still  further  progress  of  the  elovatiod  afteiv 
"Wiliids,  alone,  would  reduce  that  lake  io  itspresent  level,. wilb- 
-out  affecting  the  levels  of- the  upper  lakes*  .      ?        /       v.mwI 

It  is  not  bur  design,  nor  woold  it  come  witimstbe  ;sdope  /qf 
ithid  report,  to  discuss  t&e  prime  loauseis  of  these  great  bhah^es. 
We  rest  here  on  the  assurance  thafit  iniiirolvesiiio'iirisioiple 
which  a  ^blogist,  atthis  dsty,  witi  debyi  A  fact  is  m^bii^tied 
hj  Prof.  Emmons,  in  the  first  geological  zadport  of  iN^w  York 
-Dt^hioh  has  so  immediate  a<  bearing  on  the  principle  imce  maA^ 
inee  of,'that  I  cannot  refi*ain  fcom  aUisdii^  to  it.*  It  is  tthi»*«r 
'^'IThat  the  waters  vof' the  Su  Lawrence. aire  decKoil^er  rdo 
not-appaai  atsoihigh.^Ievelsiowasfonneifly,  or,  whatbsdxmt 
tkeaaine  thing,  ihe  couKMfis mmtig.'h  . I'^^hb  pqsubility.of  spoh 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  36 
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n  chattge,""  he  jiistly  remark^^  •*  can  no  longer  be  doubted,  sincd 
it  is  dearly  proved  that  J)ortions  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
are  now  nndergoing  the  same  change.  Norway  is  gradually 
rising,  and  Greenland  is  gi-ad«plly  sinking."  Similar  pbenome- 
tia  are  also  taking  place  oA  the  western  coast  of  South  An)eri- 
ea.  Other  facts  relevant  to  this  subject  might  be  introduced, 
connected  with  the  earthquakes  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  had 
I  not  been  ftfready  enticed  to  greater  length  than  may  seeaa 
called  for  in  this  place. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  unusaally  marked  character  of  the 
•ridge  on  the  west  end  of  lake  Erie,  is  a  consequence  of  th^ 
even  surface  and  extent  of  the  limerock,  and  its  overlying 
clays,  which  here  form  its  base.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
any  similar  ridge,  at  least  so  distinct,  may  be  traced  over  the 
more  broken-  country  which  circumscribod  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  waters  in  New  York. 

LAKE  ALLUVION*. 

The  facts  and  suppositions  above  stated,  lead  to  several  im* 
portant  conclusions  m  determining  the  alluvial  deposites  of  the 
peninsula. 

Under  the  name  of  iiluviumy  were  classed  all  those  ahema- 
ting  deposites  of  sands^  |^avels  and  clays,  which  envelope  the 
upper  rock  formations  of  the  peninsula.  As  we  descend  from 
the  more  elevated  interior,  and  come  within  that  area  which  I 
hsve  supposed  circumscribed  by  the  waters  of  the  ancient 
lakes,  a  different  character  of  surface  and  of  soil,  prevails^  The 
great  deposite  of  blue  and  yellow  clays,  since  they  underlie 
and  extend  beyond  the  ridge,  must  be  of  a  date  anterior  to  the 
era  under  consideration.  Nor  do  they  seem  to  have  been 
much  disturbed  during  that  comparatively  quiet  state  of  the 
waters.  An  evident  disarrangement,  however,  took  place 
among  the  more  loose  sands  and  gravels,  which  assumed  the 
character  of  alluvion;  being  subjected  to  a  less  disturbed  and 
longer  continued  action  than  the  diluviums,  and  deposited  with 
fewer  inequalities  of  surface.  This  alluvion  consists,  in  the 
main,  of  a  covering  of  sand,  or  of  sand  ridffes,  with  the  under- 
lying clays  outcropping  at  intervals.  Boulders  are  thinly  dii^ 
persed,  and  few  local  beds  of  clay  are  found,  like  those  embra- 
eed  in  the  diluvium.  Most  of  this  alluvion  is  clothed  with  a 
dense  flrrowth  of  timber. 

Similar  results  from  the  same  cause  are  found  strikingly  ex- 
emplified in  the  state  of  New  York,  over  an  area  described  by 
Mr.  Yanuxem  as  occupying  "  a  portion  of  Oneida,  the  north- 
em  part  of  Madison,  Onondaga  and  Cayuga,  and  the  western 
and  soothem  portions  of  Oswego."  The  area  included  within 
these  limits  will  be  fooad  to  correspond  with  that  whtoh  I  have 
auppoied  occupied  by  the  waters  when  raised  to  the  assumed 
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leveL  ^  Were  the  whole  of  this  ancient  level  or  area«"  he  Mdi , 

^*  stripped  of  its  alluvial  materials^  we  should  find  th^  the  sur- 
face presented  a  lake  bottom^  appearing  as  though  Ontario  and 
Oneida  once  had  a  higher  level,  their  waters  uniting  and  cov^s- 
ing  the  whole  surface." 

Very  important  practical  conclusions  are  drawn  by  Mr.  Va- 
:Quxefn,  from  these  facts. 

It  is  in  .this  ailuvion  that  we  find  buried  trunks  of  trees,  the 
remains  of  the  n^astpdon,  and  fresh  water  shells,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  of  these  have  been  found,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, in  the  diluvial  deposites. 

Instances  in  our  state^  though  rare,  are  all  confirmatory  of 
the  position  assumed.  Bones  of  the  mastodon  were  two  years 
since  found  on  the  Paw  Paw  river,  in  Berrien  coonty,  beneath 
twelve  feet  of  sand  and  gravel.  A  few;  of  these  are  preserved 
m  the  st^te  collection.  In  the  same  nnanner,  trees  may  be  seen 
imbeded  in  the  gravel  which  overlies  the  clays  on  St.  Clair 
river,  at  the  foot  of  lake  Hi^ron,  and  at  a  depth  of  ten  to  twen- 
ty feet  from  the  surface*  The  discovery  ot  fresii-water  shelb 
uiKler  similar  conditions,  has  been  made  in  Saginaw  county, 
and  elsewhere  in  this  state,  and  in  the  Niagara  valley,  at  a 
height  far  above  the  present  stream. 

We  do  not  by  any  means  consider  these  facts  conclusive  that 
this  inland  sea  was  one  of  fresh  watery  nor  do  we  see  much 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  so  important  a  conclusion.  If  such 
was  the  case,  the  barriers  whicn  cut  off  the  influx  of  the  ocean 
must  have  existed  during  the  quiescent  state  of  the  waters. 
For,  had  the  present  passages  to  the  ocean  been  then  open,  no 
such  accumulation  of  fresh  water  could  have  taken  place;  but 
we  must  necessarily  suppose  the  inland  sen  to  have  been  at  the 
same  level  with  the  briny  Atlantic.  Assuming  our  theory  of 
the  erection  of  iheso  bankers,  as  proposed  above,  we  may  then 
conceive  the  uplifting  of  the  continent  to  have  beenstiH  in  pro- 
gress, until  the  whole  became  elevated  far  above  the  influenoe 
of  the  ocean,  and  could  receive  accessions  only  from' fresh  wa- 
ter streams.  ' 

In  conclusion  of  this  subject,  the  aspect  of  the  surface  through- 
out this  region,  seems  to  indicate  three  great  eras  since  the  for- 
mation of  the  newest  rocks: 

1st.  After  the  elevatory  process  had  commenced,  and  land 
appeared  above  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  At  this  period  many 
of  the  secondary  and  tertiary  rocks  were  removed  by  the  agi- 
tation of  the  waters,  and  the  whole  covered  with  that  niass  5f 
disruptured  fragments  of  rocks  of  all  ages  which  constitute 
ovtT  dUuviums. 

« 

2d.  When  the  upheaving  force  became  stationary,  atlottg 
and  successive  intervals,  or  when  the  elevation  of  mou6tain 
ranges  had  erected  barriers  against  the  influx  c(  the  6cean. 
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Dttrim  this  period  lake  attuvioM  wouM  be  ibrming  over  the 
area  then  occupied  by  the  waters. 

8d*  The  era  of  the  present  lerels;  which  commenced  after 
the  increasing  pressure  had  burst  passages  successively  through 
the  opposing  barriers^  occasioning  sudden  subsidences  of  the 
waters. 

Thus  we  may  suppose  that  the  lakes  assumed  their  presetit 
forms  in  successive  order,  beginning  With  the  most  elevated, 
tinti)  iSoding  their  final  passage  through  the  St.  Lawrence,  the 
chain,  as  now  existing,  became  complete. 

Thus,  (whichever  assumption  be  correct,)  the  "  lake  ridge** 
becomes  a  record  of  one  of  those  great  changes  which  the  sur* 
face  of  our  world  has  been  ever  undergoing,  to  fit  It  for  the 
habitation  of  man. 

The  extent,  of  the  district  gone  over  during  the  season's  sur- 
vey, has  compelled  me  to  confine  this. report,  in  the  main,  to 
genetral  observations.  No  apology,  therefore,  it  is  conceived, 
Will  be  necessary,  for  the  omission  of  the  innumerable  details 
collected,  very  many  of  which  might  be  deemed  of  practical 
importance,  aod  which  are  fully  laid  before  you  in  the  return* 
ed  field  notes. 

BELA  HUBBARD, 
JissUianL  GeohgisL 


aiotsary^  ctmiaining  most  of  the  teehnical  teifns  used  in  ikeke 

reports. 

,  MluviaL     The  adjective  of  Alluvium. 

Mluvion  or  Mluvium.  Recent  deposites  of  earth,  sand,  fi^- 
vel,  mad,  stones,  peat,  shell  banks,  shell  marl,  drift  sand,  &c^, 
resulting  from  causes  now  in  action.  This  term  is  generally 
applied  to  those  deposites  in  which  water  is  the  principal 
i^ent. 

Jilum  rock.    Rocks  which,  by  decomposition,  forni  alunu 

Amorphous.     Bodies  devoid  of  regular  form. 

Amygdaloid.  A  trap  rock  which  is  porous  and  spongy,  with 
rounded  cavities  scattered  through  its  mass.  Agates  and  sim- 
ple minerals  are  often  contained  m  these  cavities. 

Anthracite.  A  species  oS  mineral  coal,  hard,  shining,  black 
and  devoid  of  bitumen, 

JinticlinaL  An  anliclinar  ridffe  or  axis  is  where  the  strata 
along  a  line  dip  contrariwise,  Uke  the  sides  of  the  roof  of  a 
l)ouse» 

Arenaceous.    S^ndy.. 

Argillacews.    Clayey. 
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AigUe.  A  simple  .  mineral  pf  variable  color,  from  blaqk 
through  green  and  gray  to  white.  It  is  a  constituent  of  many 
volcanic  and  trappean  rocktS)  and  is  also  found  in  some  of  the 
grantic  rocks, 

Avalanche.  This  term  is  usually  applied  tp  masses  of  ice  and 
snow  which  have  alidden  from  the  summits  or  sides  of  moun- 
tains.    It  is  now  applied  to  slides  of  earth  a))d  clay. 

BatalL  One  of  the  common  trap  rocks*  Jt  is  composed  of 
augite  and  feldspar,  is  hard,  compact,  and  dark  greep  or  black, 
and  has  often  a  regular  columnar  foni^.  The  Pali9ades  of  :the 
Hudson^show  the  columnar  aspect  of  trap  rocks.  The  Giant's 
causeway  is  cited  as  an  example  of  basaltic  rocks,  and  the  co* 
lumnar  structure  is  there  very  strikingly  displayed. 

Biiumen},  Mineral  pitch,  .which  is  often  seen  to  oote  from 
fossil  coal,  when  on  lire. 

Bituminous^  Shale.  A  slaty  rock,  containing  bitumen,  and 
which  occurs  in  thq  coal  measures. 

Blende,    Sulphate  of  zinc.    A  common  shining  zinc  ore. 

Bluffs.  High  banks  of  earth  or  rock  with  a  steep  front. .  The 
term  is  generally  applied  to  high  banks  forming  tho  bounda- 
ries  of  a  river,  or  river  alluvions. 

•    Bog  iron  Ore^  Ochre*  t  A  variety  of  ore  of  iron  which  haa 
de^i  deposited  by  water.    Chiefly  in  low,  wet  ground. 

Botryoidal.     Kesembling  a  bunch  of  grapes  in  form. 

BonJderSm  Enatic  group.  'Lost  rocks.  Rocks  which  have 
been  transported  from  a  jdlstanoe,  and  more  or  less  roonded  by 
attrition  or  the  action  of  the  weather.  They  lie  upon  the  sur- 
face or  loose  in  the  sojl^  md  generally  diiSer  from  the  under- 
lying rock  in  the  neighborhood. 

Breccia*  A  rock  composed  of  angular  fragments  cementfaid 
together  by  lime  or  other  substances. 

Calc  Sinter.  A  German  term  for  depositions  of  limestone 
.fiom  springs,  and  waters  which  contain  thi$  mineral- in  solu- 
tion. 

Cahareous  Rocks.    A  term  synonymous  with  limestones. 

CaleareoiAS  ^ar. .   Crystalized  carbonate  of  lime. 

Ca:rjbQn.     The  combustible  dement  of  coal. 

Carbonates.  Chemical  compoundjB  c<Hitaining  deurbonio  add, 
which  is  composed  of  oxygen  and  carbon. 

Carbonic  Acid.  An  acid  easeous  compound,  incapable  of 
supporting  combustion,  and  deleterious  to  animal  life,  it  is 
common  in  caves  and  wells,  and  many  incautious  p^sons  lose 
their  lives  in  consequence  of  desoendinfff,  without,  first  ascor- 
tiining  its  presence  by  letting  down  a  lighted  candle*  Han 
caanot  live  where  a  candle  wDl  not  bum&eely. 

Catboniferous.    Coal  bearing  rocks.     This  term  has  been 

Applied  to  formations  beionfflD^  to  an  ancient  group  of  secoiiida- 

■  ry  rodts  which  contain  co£    The  term  is  now  vsed  in  a  tfiore 
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enlarged  sease,  and  may  be  applied  to  any  rocfcs  oontaimng 
coal. 

Chalybeate,     Impregnated  with  iron* 

CherL  A  siliceous  mineral,  approaching  to  chalcedony^ flint 
and  homstone.     It  is  usually  found  in  limestone. 

Chhrite,     A  soft,  green,  scaly  mineral,  slightly  unctious. 

Chloritk  Slate.     Slate  containing  chlorite. 

Clinkstone.  A  slaty  feldspathic  or  basaltic  rock,  which  is 
eonorous  when  struck. 

Cleavage.  The  separation  of  the  laminae  of  rocks  and 
minerals  in  certain  constant  directions.  They  are  not  always 
parallel  to  the  planes  of  stratification,  but  are  often  mistaken 
for  them. 

Coal  formation.  Coal  measures.  These  terms  are  considered 
synonymous,  and  refer  to  the  great  deposite  of  coal  in  the  older 
secondary  rocks,  which  has  been  called  the  ''  independent  coal 
formation."  There  are,  however,  deposites  of  corbonaceoos 
matter  in  all  the  geological  periods,  and  several  of  them  might 
also*be  called  coal  formations. 

Conformable.  When  strata  are  arranged  parallel  with  each 
other,  like  the  leaves  of  a  book,  they  are  said  to  be  conforma- 
ble. Other  strata  lying  across  the  edges  of  these  may  be  con- 
formable among  themselves,  but  unc&nfdrmable  to  the  first  set 
of  strata. 

Congbmeratej  Crag  or  Puddingstcne.  Rocks  composed  of 
rounded  masses,  pebbles  and  gravel  cemented  together  by  a 
siliceous,  calcareous  or  argillaceous  cement. 

Cretaceous.     Belonging  to  the  chalk  formation. 

Crop  out  and  out  crop.  Terms  employed  by  geologists  and 
mining  engineers,  to  express  the  emergence  of  rock,  in  place^ 
on  the  isurtace  of  the  earth  at  the  locality  where  it  is  said  to 
crop  out. 

Crystalline.  An  assemblage  of  imperfectly  defined  crystalsi, 
like  loaf  sugar  and  common  white  marble. 

Delta.    Alluvial  land  formed  at  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

Denudation.  A  term  used  to  express  the  bare  state  of  the 
rocks  over  which  currents  of  water  have  formerly  swept,  and 
laid  the  rocks  bare,  or  excavated  them  to  form  valleys  of  de- 
nudation. 

Deoxidize.    To  separate  oxygen  from  a  body. 

Detritus  and  Debris.  Broken  and  removed  portions  of  rock 
which  have  been  operated  upon  by  waters  or  the  atmosphere; 
frequently  transported  by  currents  to  great  distances. 

Dukes.  A  kind  of  vein  intersecting  the  strata,  and  usually 
filled  with  some  unstratified  igneous  rock,  such  as  granite,  trap 
or  lava.  These  materials  are  supposed  to  have  teen  injected 
in  a  melted  state  into  great  rents  or  fissues  in  the  rocks. 

DUuvium  and  Diluvwn.    Deposites  of  boulders,  pebbles  and 
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gravel  which  many  geologists  have  supposed  were  produced 
by  a  diluvial  wave  or  deluge  sweeping  over  the  surface  of  .the 
earth. 

Dip.  Where  strata  are  not  horizontal,  the  direction  in  which 
tkeir  planes  sink  or  plnnge,  is  called  the  direction  of  the  dip, 
and  the  angle  of  inclination,  the  angle  of  dip. 
t  Dohndie.  A  magnesian  limestone  belonging  to  the  primary 
class.  It  is  usually  granular  in  its  structure,  and  of  a  friable 
tetture. 

Dunes.  Sands  raised  into  hills  and  drifts  by  the  wind.  > 
.  EartKs  Cru$t.  Tho  superficial  parts  of  our  planet  which 
are  accessible  to  human  observation. 

.  Embouchure.  From  the  French,  signifying  mouth  or  en- 
Iranee,  (of  a  river.) 

Eocene.  The  strata  deposited  durine  the  oldest  of  the  ter« 
tiary  epochs,  as,  for  example,  the  Paris  basin. 

Esttiories.  Inlets  of  sea  into  the  land.  The  tides  and  fresh 
water  streams  mingle  and  £ow  into  them.  They  include  not 
only  the  portion  of  the. sea  adjacent  to  the  mouths  of  rivers/ 
but  extend  to  the  limit  of  tide  water  on  these  streams. 

ExuvuB.    In  geology,. fossil  remains. 

Fault.  A  dislocation  of  strata,  at  which  the  layers  on  one 
side  of  a  dyke  or  fissure  have  slid  past  the  corresponding  ones 
on  the  other.  These  dislocations  are  often  accompanied  by  a 
dyke.     They  vary  from  a  few  lines,  to  several  hundred  feet. 

Feldspar.  One  of  the  simple  minerals,  and,  next  to  quarts, 
one  of  tne  most  abundant  in  nature. 

Ferruginous.    Containing  iron. 
'  FluviaHle.    Belooging  to  a  river. 

Formation.  A  group  of  rocks  which  vrere  fonned  during  a 
particular  period,  or  wnich  are  referred  to  a  common  origin. 

FossilSi  The  remains  of  animals  and  plants  found  buried  in 
the  earth,  or  enclosed  in  rocks.  Some  ot  these  are  but  slightly 
changed,  others  are  petrified,  and  the  organic  replaced  by  mine- 
ral matter ;  some  have  decayed  and  left  the  impression  of  the 
bodies,  while  others  have  been  formed  by  mineral  matter  de« 
posited  in  the  cavities  left  by  the  decay  of  the  organic  body. 
These  last  are  called  casts.  The  term  petrifaction  is  applied 
%b  those  cases  in  which  organic  matter  faias  been  replaced  by 
mineral  stibstances.  The  form  and  structure  of  tm  origin^ 
body  both  remain.  In  casts,  the  exterior  form  alone  is  pre«- 
served.     F6ssils  are  also  called  organic  remains. 

FMsiUferous.    Containing  organic  remaina 
•  Qalena.    An  ore  of  lead  composed  of  lead  and  sdphor. 

Oamei.  A  simple  mineral^  which  is  usually  red  and  crysta* 
lized.    It  is  abundant  in  most  primitive  rocks. 

Qneiss.    A  sCratified  primary  rock»  composed  of  the  same 
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materials  as  graDite,  but  the  mica  b  difttribnted  In  parallel  lap 
era,  \%-bich  give  it  a  striped  aspect. 

Geode,  Oeodiferous.  Geodes  are  small  cavities  in  rook, 
generally  lined  with  qaartzose  or  calcareous  crystals. 

Geology,  A  science  which  has  for  its  object  to  investigaife 
the  structure  of  the  earth,  the  materials  of  which  it  is  compo* 
sed,  the  manner  in  which  these  are  arranged,  with  regard  to  each 
other;  and  it  considers  the  action  of  all  natural  causes  in  pro* 
ducing  changes,  such  as  the  eflfects  of  frost,  rain,  floods,  lides^ 
currents,  winds,  earthquakes  and  volcanoe& 

Economical  Geology  refers  to  the  applications  of  geological 
facts  and  observations  to  the  useful  purposes  of  ctvilned  life* . 

Granite.  An  unstratiiied  rock,  composed  generally  of  quartz, 
feldspar  and  mica,  and  it  is  usually  associated  with  the  oUiest 
of  the  stratified  rocks. 

Graywacke,  Grauwacke.  A  group  of  strata  in  the  transition 
rocks;  but  the  term  has  been  so  indefinitely  applied,  that  other 
names  will  probably  be  substituted. 

Greenstone,  A  trap  rock,  composed  of  hornblende  and  feld«> 
spar. 

Grit,     A  coarse-grained  sandstone. 

Gypsum,  A  mineral  composed  of  sulphuric  acid  and  lime, 
and  extensiTely  used  as  a  stimulant  manure,,  and  for  making 
stucco  and  piaster  casts,  &c.     It  is  also  called  plaster  of  Paris^ 

Hornblende.  A  mineral  of  a  dark  green  or  black  color,  4ind 
which  is  a  constituent  part  of  greenstonie. 

Homstone.  A  siliceous  mineral,  approadiiiig  to  flint  in  its 
character. 

Hydrography.  A  science  which  considers  the  waters  of  the 
globe,  principally  as  relates  to  navigation/  tides,  currents, 
soundings,  charts  of  coasts,  &;c.  '  <    , 

in  situ^  In  place.  In  their  original  poaitiott,  where  Aey 
were  formed. 

Kidney  Ironstone.  A  variety  of  ore  of  iwan  wbiefa .receives 
its  name  from  the  somewhat  kidney  shaped  nvasses  in  wbicbit 
occurs.    It  accompanies  the  rock  of  the  carboniferoiis  erouB: 

Laminae.  The  thin  layers  into  which  strata  are  divided,  i>ut 
ito  which  »re'not  always  parallel.   •  « 

Lacustrine;  Belonging  to  a  lake;  Depositionsr  formed  ik 
ancient  as  well  as  thodern  lakes,  are  called  lacustvine  4iepo»- 
ites.  r'  ••      '     . 

LoTidslip.  It  is  the  removal  of  a  portton  of  land  dowii  an  in- 
clined surface.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  water 
beneath,  which  either  wtashes  away  the  support  of  4be  super* 
incumbent  niasB,  or  so  saturates  the  material,  tha(t  they  become 
a  slippery  paste.- 

Line  of  Bearings  is  the  direction  of  the  intersection  o(  the 
lanes  of  the  strata  with  the  plane  of  the  horizon. 
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Linear  survey.  A  plan  of  surveying  adopted  by  the  United 
States  gorernment,  by  which  the  pubfic  lands  are  divided  into 
rectangles,  by  straight  Ifties.  « 

Lignite.     Wopd  naturally  carbonized  and  converted  into  a 
tind  of  coal  in  the  earth. 
'     Littoral.    Belonging  to  the  shore. 

Loam.    A  mixture  of  sand  and  clay. 

Magnetic  Meridian.  A  great  circle  passing  through  or  by 
the  magdetical  poles  of  the  earth;  to  which  the  compass  needle 
if  not  otherwise  hindred,  conforms  itself.  This  *1ine  of  no  va- 
riation," is  not  stationary,  but  shifts  eastward  or  westward  of 
the  true  meridian,  during  a  term  of  years 

Mural  Escarpment.  A  rocky  cliff  with  a  face  nearly  verti- 
eal  like  a  wall. 

Mammillary.  A  surface  studded  with  smooth  small  seg- 
hients  of  spheres  like  the  swell  of  the  breasts. 

Mammoth.     An  extinct  species  of  the  elephant. 

Marl.  By  this  term  an  argillaceous  carbonate  of  lime  is 
tisually  implied.  By  custom,  its  sign! ^cation  is  much  more  ex- 
tended, and  means  mineral  substances,  which  act  as  stimulating 
or  ff^ilizing  manures.  There  are  clay  marls,  shell  marls,  and 
Wri6us  others. 

Marly  Clay.    Clay  containing  carbonate  of  lime.       . .  ,    *  ^ 

Mastodon.  A  genus  of  extinct  fossil  animals  allied  to^the 
elephant.  They  are  so  called  from  the  fonti  of  the  grinders, 
^hirh  have  their  surfaces  covered  with  conical  mammillary 
crests. 

MatHx.  The  niineral  mass  m  which  a  simple  mineral  is  inv- 
bedded,  is  called  its  matrix  or  ganaue. 

Mechanical  origin^  Rocks  of.  Rocks  composed  of  sand  peb- 
bles or  fragments,  are  so  called,  to  distinguish  them  from  tnose 
of  a  uniform  crystaline  texture,  which  are  of  chemical  origin. 

Mica.  A  simple  mineral  having  a  shining  silvery  surface, 
and  capable  of  being  split  into  very  thin  elastic  leaves  or  scales. 
The  brilliant  jicales  m  granite  and  gneiss,  are  mica.     . 

Micaceous^  in  part  composed  of  scales  of  mica. 

Mica  Slate.    One  of  the  stratified  rocks  belonging  to  the 

Erimary  class.  It  is  generally  fissile,  and  is  characterized  by 
eing  composed  of  mica  and  quartz,  of  which  the  former  either 
pVedomrnates,  or  is  disposed  in  layers,  so  that  its  flat  surfaces 
give  it  the  appearance  of  predominating. 

Miocene.  '  One  of  the  deposites  of  Uie  tertiary  epoch'. '  \i 
is  more  recent  than  fhe  eocene^  and  older  than  the  pliocene. 

MoUusca.  Mollucous  animals.  "Animals  such  as  shell  fish, 
ifhidi,  b^irig  devoid  of  bones,  hfeive  soft  bodies." 

Mountain  Liinestone.  "A  s6rie&  of  limestone  strata,  of  whicii 
the  geological  positidti  is  ittimediately  below  the  coal  measure*,' 
and  with  winch  they  also  sometimes  alternate." 
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Muriate  of  Sodcu    Common  salt 

^aplitha,  A  fluid,  volatile,  inflammable  mineral,  whicb  10 
common  in  volcanic  districts,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aalt 
springs  of  the  United  States. 

JWio  Red  Sandstone.  "A  series  of  sandy  and  argiUaceoui, 
and  often  calcareous  strata,  the  prevailing  color  of  which  is 
brick  red,  but  containing  portions  vtrhicb  are  gieenish  grey. 
These  occur  often  in  spots  and  stripes,  so  that  the  series  has 
sometimes  been  called  the  variegated  sandstone.  The  Euro- 
pean, so  called,  lies  in  a  geolgical  position  inunediately  above 
the  coal  measures." 

J^odule.    A  rounded,  irregular  shaped  lump  or  mas&. 

Ochre.     See  bog  iron. 

out  R^d  Sandstone.  ^'A  stratified  rock,  belonging  to  the 
carboniferous  group  of  Europe." 

Oolite^  oolitic.  ''A  limestone,  so  named,  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  rounded  particles  like  the  roe  or  eggs  of  fish.  The 
name  is  also  applied  to  a  large  group  of  strata  characterized  by 
peculiar  fossils." 

Organic  Remains.     See  Fossib. 

Orthoceratite.  The  remains  of  an  extinct  genus  of  moUuji- 
oous  animals,  called  Cephalopoda.  The  orthoceratites  are 
lonff,  straight,  conical  chambered  shells. 

Out-crop.     See  Crop  out. 

Out'liers.  Hills  or  ranges  of  rock  strata,  occurring  at  some 
distance  from  the  general  mass  of  the  formations  to  which  they 
belong.  Many  of  these  have  been  caused  by  denudation,  havr 
kig  removed  parts  of  the  strata  which  once  connected  the  out* 
liers  with  the  main  mass  of  the  formation. 

Oxide.  A  combination  of  oxygen  with  another  body.  The 
term  is  usually  limited  to  such  combinations  as  do  not  present 
active  acid  or  alkaline  properties. 

Palaeontology.     A  science  which  treats  of  fossil  remains* 

Peat.  A  product  resulting  from  the  accumulation  of  vege- 
table substances,  found  in  marshy  places,  in  a  partially  decooh 
posed  and  sometimes  compact  state.  Peat  may  heJibrouSf  lig" 
neouSj  ^. 

Pisolite.  A  calcareous  mineral,  composed  of  rounded  con- 
cretions like  peas. 

Pliocene.  The  upper,  or  more  recent  tertiary  strata.  This 
group  of  strata  is  divided  into  the  older  and  newer  pliocene 
rocks. 

Petroleum.  A  liquid  mineral  pitch.  It  is  common  in  the 
re^on  of  salt  springs  in  the  United  States. 

Porphyry.     A  term  applied  to  every  species  of  unstratified 
rock,  m  wmch  detached  ciystals  of  feldspar  are  difliised  through 
a  compact  base  of  other  mineral  composition. 
Productus.    An  extinct  genus  of  fossil  bivalve  shelb. 
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Pbutic  Clay.  One  of  the  beds  of  t|ie  Eocene  period.  Thcr 
phytic  day  formation  is  mostly  composed  of  sands  with  asso- 
ciate beds  of  clay. 

Primary  Rocks.  Those  rocks  which  lie  below  all  the  strati- 
fied rocks  and  exhibit  no  marks  of  sedimentary  origin.  They 
contain  no  fossils,  and  are  the  oldest  rocks  known.  Granite, 
hornblende,  quartz  and  some  slates  belong  to  this  division. 

Pudding  Stone.     See  Conglomerate. 

Pyrites.  A  mineral  composed  of  sulphur  and  iron.  It  is 
usually  of  a  brass  yellow,  brilliant,  often  crystalized,  and  fre- 
quently mistaken  for  gold. 

Quartz.  A  simple  mineral,  con^osedof  silex.  Rock  crys- 
tal is  an  example  of  this  mineral.  , 

Rack.  All  mineral  beds,  whether  of  sand,  clay  or  firmly  ag- 
gregated masses,  are  called  rocks. 

Sandstone.    A  rock  composed  of  aggregated  grains  of  sand. 

Schist.    Slate. 

Seams.  "  Thin  layers  wh  ich  separate  strata  of  greater  mag- 
nitude." 

Secondary  Strata.  "An  extensive  series  of  the  stratified 
rods,  which  compose  the  crust  of  the  globe,  with  certain  cha- 
racters in  common,  which  distinguish  them  from  another  series 
below  them,  called  primary,  and  another  above  them,  called 
tertiary." 

Sedimentary  Rocks.  Are  those  which  have  befen  Formed  by 
their  materials  having  been  thrown  down  from  a  state  of  sus- 
pension or  solution  in  water. 

Seleniie.    Crystalized  gypsum. 

Septaria.  Flattened  balls  of  stone,  which  have  been  more 
or  less  cracked  in  different  directions,  and  cemented  together 
by  mineral  matter  which  fills  the  fissures. 

■  Serpentine.   A  rock  composed  principally  of  hydrated  silicate 
of  magnesia.    It  is  generally  an  unstratified'  rock. 

Shah.    An  indurated  slaty  clay,  which  is  very  fissile. 
•    Shell  Mart^^ Fresh  toater  Shell  Marl.    A  depo^ite  of  fresh' 
water  shells,  which  have  disintegrated  into  a  grey  or  white 
ptilverulent  mass. 

Shingle.  The  loose  water-worn  gravel  and  pebbles  on 
shores  and  coasts* 

Silex.  '  The  name  of  one  of  the  pure  earths  which  is  the 
base  of  firnt,  quartz  and  most  sands  and  sandstones:  ' 

SiUceaus.    Containing  silex.  ;,^    ' 

Silt.  "  The  more  conaminuted  sand,  clay  and  earth,  Which 
is  transported  by  running  water. ** 

Simple  Minerals.  Are  composed  of  a  single  mineral  sob^ 
stmice.  Rocks  are  generally  aggregates  of  several  simple  ;ni» 
oerab  cemented  together. 
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State,    A  rock  dividing  iDto  thin  layers. 

Stalactite,  Concreted  carbonate  of  limei  hangkig  from  the 
roofs  of  caves,  and  like  icicles  in  form. 

Stalagmites.  Crusts  and  irregular  shaped  iDa«ses  of  conere-  ^ 
ted  carbonate  of  lime,  formed  on  the  floors  of  caves,  by  depo-  ^ 
sites  from  the  dripping  of  water. 

Stratification^    An  arrangement  of  rocks  in  strata. 

Strata,    Layers  of  rock  parallel  to  each  other. 

Stratum.    A  layer  of  rocks;  one  of  the  strata. 

Strike.  The  direction  in  which  the  edges  of  strata  crop  out* 
It  is  synonymous  with  line  of  bearing. 

Syenite  and  Sienite.  A  granite  rock,  in  which  hornbleode 
replaces  the  mica. 

Syfnclinal  line  and  Synclinal  axis.  When  the  strata  dip 
downward  in  opposite  directions,  like  the  sides  of  a  gutter. 

Talus.  In  geology,  a  sloping  heap  of  broken  rocks  and 
stones  at  the  foot  of  many  cliffs. 

Tertia  Strata.  ^*A  series  of  sedimentary  rocks,  with  char- 
acters which  distinguish  them  from  two  other  great  series  of 
strata — the  secondary  and  primary — which  lie  beneath  them." 

Testacea.     *'  Moluscous  animals,  having  a  shelly  ^overin^" 

Tepid.     Warm,  < 

Thermal.     Hot* 

Thin  out.  Strata  which  diminish  in  thickness  until  they  di»^ 
appear,  are  said  to  thin  out. 

;  Topography.  The  description  or  delineation  of  the  varieties 
of  surface,  and  whatever  else  relates  to  the  general  exterior 
character  of  a  country. 

Transition  rocks.  A  series  of  rocks  which  lie  below  the  se- 
condary and  next  above  the  primary;  and  axe  so  called  be- 
cause they  seem  to  have  been  formed  at  a  period  when  tha 
earth  was  passing  from  an  uninhabited  to  a  habitable  conditjod. 
They  contain  numbera  of  characteristic  fossils. 

Trap — Trappean  rocks.  Ancient  volcanic  rocks,  comfKised 
of  feldspar,  hornblende  and  augite.  Basalt,  greenstone,  amyg- 
dsJoid  and  dolomite,  are  trap  rocks. 

Travertin.  "A  concretionary  limestone,  hard  and  semi-crys- 
,taline,  deposited  from  the  water  of  springs." 

Tufa  calcareous.  ''A  porous  rock,  deposited  by  calcareous 
i^atei^  on  exposure  to  air,  and  usually  containii]^  portions  of 
plants  and  other  organic  substances  incrusted  with  carbonata 
of  lime." 

Tufaceous.  .  A  texture  of  rock  like  that  of  tufil 

Tuffy  or  Tufa.  ''An  Italian  name  for  a  vplcanic  rock  of  aa 
earthy  texture. 

Unconformable.     See  conformable. 

Veins.    Cracks  and  fissures  in  rocks  filled  with  ^tony  or  me- 
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talic  matter.    Most  of  the  ores  are  obtaitied  liroin  metalic 
veins* 

Zoophytes.    Coral  sponges  and  other  aquatic  animala  alli^d 
(o  theai. 


[No.  28.] 
Report  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  County. 

Bank  of  Macomb  County,      > 
^  Mount  ClenienSy  February  3, 1840.  \ 

7b  the  Honorable  Henry  Acker,  '   *        , 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir — Agreeably  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  on  the  30th  January,  I  herewith  have  the 
honor  to  report  to  that  honorable  body,  in  compliance  of  8ai4 
resolution. 

And  am,  very  respectfully, 

I  our  obedient  servant, 

C.  a:  EMERSON,  Cashier. 


Statement  of  the  affairs. of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  County. 

.  Mesoureex 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 

•8,107  79 

Amount  due  from  directors,  as  drawers  and 

1 

endorsers. 

10,91$  .18 

**        *'  from  Qther  persons^ 

78,012  lA 

Exchaoge  accounts. 

8,380  9» 

Expenses, 

4,687  m, 

Bank  furniture, 

9,220  30 

Banking  house  and  lot. 

S,8^  00 

Doe  from  individuals, 

330  80 

MaeoiuJb  and  Saginaw  railroad  cooapany. 
Due  from  Coimneroial  bank,  BujBTalo,  N.  Y^^ . 

487  70 

,3,633 .73 

Fund9  in  Bufialo, 

29,800  £>0 

Bills  of  other  banks  on  hand^ 

l,i00S  00 

Specie, 

li221  lA 

• 

#151,8&3  8} 

lAobilitie^  ' 

f 

Capital  paid  in, 

•i05,4j20  00 

1 
Carried  fbrward. 

• 
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Brdu^t  forward,  f 

Circulation,  10,158  00^ 

Duebanks^  5  00 

Deposites  on  demand,  473  99 

"        to  apply  on  debts,  27,917  54 

Profit  and  loss  333  61 

Discount  received,  7,544  74 

•151,853  81 


State  of  JUichigaTi^  County  of  Macomb^  ss, 

Ij  C.  A.  Emerson,  being  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that 
the  above  statement  is  just  ana  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

C.  A.  EMERSON,  Cashier. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peiaice 
for  this  county,  this  4lh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1840. 

P.  B.  THURSTON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


[Na29J 
Special  Message. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  use  of  the 
two  houses,  a  communication  recently  made  to  me  by  the  au- 
ditor general.  I  earnestly  commend  it  to  the  consideration  6t 
the  legislature,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  that  an  act 
be  passed  to  give  effect  to  the  views  it  presents.  The  greatly 
mcreased  and  continually  increasing  duties  of  the  oflSce  of  fiu-^ 
ditor  general,  renders  it,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable  that  ade* 
quate  provision  be  made  for  the  employmetit  of  a  cdbpetent 
number  of  clerks,  and  that  like  provision  be  made  for  meeting 
all  other  incidental  [expenses  of  the  office.  That  office^  is  of 
the  first  importance  in  the  state;  as  the  chief  superintendeDt 
of  our  finances,  almost  every  thing  connected  with  the  peed- 
niary  means  and  resources  of  the  republic,  is  to  a  great  ex- 
^nt,  and  necessarily,  in  his  control.  In  him,  spotless  integritv 
and  untiring  industry  are  indispensable;  a  scientific  knowl- 
edge of  financial  afiairs;  great  soundness  of  judgment,  and  a 
far  reaching  and  an  expanded  comprehension,  are  likewise  of 
the  utmost  importance.  The  services  of  such  a  man,  cannot 
be  obtained  by  <<  setting  the  office  at  auctiori,  to  be  struck  down 
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to  the  lowest  bidder,"  and  as  the  proper  performance  of  the 
duties  of  that  office,  especially  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
afiairs,  will  necessarily  require  the  constant  and  devoted  atten- 
tion of  the  incumbept,  his  private  concerns,  mu»(  as  inevitably 
be  more  or  less  neglected;  it  is  proper  therefore  that  his  com- 
pensation should  bear  some  fair  proportion  to  the  value  of  his 
'  services;  and  essential,  that  all  the  necessary  and  incidental 
expenditures  of  the  office  should  be  provided  for  by  law.  The 
views  presented  are  strongly  enforced  by  the  forcible  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  report  of  the  late  auditor  general; 
and  in  the  fact  that  year  after  year,  relief  has  been  sought  for 
or  provision  has  been  made,  by  grants  contained  in  general  ap- 

fropriation  laws  to  meet  such  exigencies.  But  for  the  reasons 
have  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  I  entirely  disapprove  of 
that  last  mentioned  mode  of  meteing  out  a  fair  compensation. 
If  it  be  difficult  to  anticipate  with  sufficient  certainty,  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  such  contingent  expenditures,  and  if,  as  the 
proper  guardians  of  the  public  moneys,  the  legislature  should 
choose  to  exercise  a  controlling  power  over  its  disbursements, 
(a  precaution  which  in  republican  governments  is  niiost  com- 
mendable,) then,  while  a  limit  is  assigned,  beyond  which  such 
charges  shall  not  extend,  let  the  officer  be  holden  to  strict 
prool,  and  to  a  full  accountability  to  each  successive  legisla- 
ture which  may  audit  such  accounts.  And  however  cuslont- 
ary  it  may  have  been  to  increase  heavy  expenses,  trustinfl*  to 
such  influences  as  may  be  made  to  operate  upon  the  minds  of 
a  future  legislature  for  remuneration,  through  the  means  of  a 
general  appropriation  law,  yet  I  entirely  commend  that  scru* 
pulous  morality,  which  should  at  all  times  restrain  an  officer 
from  incurring  pecuniary  charges  in  the  name  of  the  state^ 
unless  in  cases  previously  sanctioned  by  exisiir^  law. 

There  is  another  consideration  connected  with  this  subject^ 
not  unworthy  of  regard,  perhaps.  Such  a  course  leads  to  er** 
roneous  opinions,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  whose  n^oney  it  is, 
as  to  the  manner  of  its  expenditure.  The  compensation  allows 
ed  to  the  attorney  general,  for  example,  is  generally  presumed 
to  be  9500  per  annum,  that  being  the  fixed  salary  eslablished 
by  law;  a  critical  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  state,  and  of  the  appropriation  laws,  will  show 
how  erroneous  that  general  oj^inion  may  be.  The  eompensa^ 
tion  for  performing  the  duties  assigned  by  law  to  the  omce  of 
governor  of  this  state,  purports  to  be.|&,OQO  per  annum;  but  a 
review  of  the  accounts  of  the  internal  improvement  funds,  and 
the  reports  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  government,  for  instance, 
for  the  year  ending  in  December,  1837,  and  the  appropriations 
made  for  house  rent,  or  for  gubernatorial  services  performed 
by  the  lieutenant  governor,  during  that  year,  will  show,  not, 
perhaps,  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  been  un- 
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just,  bat  that  a  statute,  fixing  compensations,  made  under  tfie 
particular  sanction  of  the  constitution,  leads  to  delusive  con' 
elusions. 

In  every  point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me  proper,  that  whatever 
is  allowed  for  compensation,  should  be  limited,  and  for  inciden-' 
tal  expenditures,  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  sanctioned  by 
previous  law.  The  remarks  I  havo  ventured  to  submit,  in  re- 
gard to  the  office  of  the  auditor  general,  are,  in  many  respects, 
applicable  in  almost  an  equal  degree,  to  the  state  treasurer. 

but  it  would  be  an  error  to  infer  from  them,  any  reluctance 
on  my  part,  most  cheerfully  to  acquiesce  in  every  such  just 
and  appropriate  measure,  as  the  legislature  may  devise  for  de- 
creasing the  public  expenditures,  lor  securing  a  more  strict  ao- 
oouBtability  on  the  part  of  public  officers,  and  for  multiplying 
checks  against  wasteful  disbursements.  On  the  contrary,  I  re- 
nuun  of  the  opinion  that  the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal 
improvement  ought  to  be  abolished;  and,  if  any,  that  a  far  less 
expensive,  and  more  economical  plan  for  progressing  with  our 
puolic  works,  be  established;  that  all  duties  connected  with  the 
receipt  and  expenditures  of  the  common  school  and  university 
fund,  should  be  transferred,  under  proper  regulations,  to  th^ 
officers  of  the  auditor  general  and  state  treasurer,  and  that  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  should  be 
greatly  reduced*  That  the  office  of  librarian  should  be  abc^- 
Ushed,  and  the  care  of  the  public  library  transferred  to  the  state 
department,  and  that  the  salary  of  private  secretary  of  the  go^ 
vernor  be  abolished;  and  that  during  the  sietting  of  the  legis- 
lature, a  per  diem,  or  other  suitable  compensation,  be  substi* 
tuted  for  transcribing  public  papers,  and  serving,  as  a  medium 
of  communication,  between  the  executive,  as  one  branch  of  th6 
legislature,  and  the  senate  and  house;  or,  if  it  seemr  to  the  Ie<- 
gislature  more  expedient,  that  the  office  of  librarian  and  pri- 
vate secretary  be  consolidated,  and  the  duties  of  each  be  per- 
formed,  upon  a  reasonable  compensation  by  the  same  officer. 
Bot,  while  I  in  no  wise  seek  to  avoid  the  performance  of  a  do- 
ty, in  recommendii^  these  or  any  other  more  appropriate  mea* 
ftw^,  having  the  objects  I  have  indicated  in  view,  yet  I  sub* 
mit  them,  as  well  as  the  accompanying  remarks,  with  all  the 
deference  which  is  doe  to  the  practical  good  sense,  and  the  su- 
perior wisdom  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

WM.  WOODBRIDGB. 

iB^eMffoe  Ofiee,  February  5, 1840. 


f^' 
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Auditor  GrcmiEAL's  Opfige,  ) 
Detroit^  January  29,  1840.  ) 

To  His  EzeeUencj/y  William  Woodbridoe, 

(rovtmory  State  of  Michigan: 

Sir — ^Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  points  in 
reference  to  our  laws  relating  to  this  department,  and  to  re- 
quest such  action  in  the  matter  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

The  revised  statutes,  (page  90,  section  21,  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  auditor  general  to  give  to  any  person  requiring  the  same, 
"a  certificate  of  the  toiount  of  any  tax,  interest  and  charges 
due  on  any  tract  or  parcel  of  land."  By  the  law  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  (laws  of  1886, 
page  40,)  it  was  provided  that  every  piece  or  parcel  of  land 
returned,  &c*,  should  be  subject  to  the  charge  of  25  cents. 
This  law  having  been  repealed  by  the  revised  statutes,  (page 
696,)  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  law  authorizing  any  charge 
to  be  made,  unless  the  clause  above  recited,  (page  90,  section 
21,)  gives  such  authority. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  office  to  make  the  charge  of 
twenty-five  cents  upon  every  entry,  and  by  referring  to  the 
auditor  general's  report  of  the  present  year,  you  will  find  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  charges  received  up  to  the  date  of  the 
report,  to  be  91,450  82.  This,  I  should  presume,  would  roor^ 
than  meet  the  increased  expenses  of  the  office  for  the  period  of 
eight  months,  during  which  this  fund  has  been  accumulating; 
but  as  the  expenses,  after  the  returns  of  one  or  two  more  years 
shall  have  been  made,  will  be  much  increased,  the  charge  may 
not,  in  the  end,  be  found  to  be  excessive.  I  have  no  doubt  ol 
the  propriety  of  some  charge,  as  the  state  can,  by  this  means, 
acquire  a  fund  adequate  to  meet  the  increased  expenses  of  the 
office.  I,  however,  doubt  the  legality  of  the  charge  under  our 
present  laws. 

I  do  not  find  any  law  authorizing  the  employment  of  clerks 
for  this  or  the  treasury  department  If  there  is  any  in  our. 
statutes,  it  has  escaped  my  notice.  Two  are  required,  at  pre- 
sent, in  this  office,  and  it  may  become  necessary  when  the  re- 
tarns  of  delinquent  taxes  for  the  current  year  shall  have  beea 
made,  to  employ  others. 

I  would  also  call  your  attentien  to  the  fact,  that  the  books 
and  papers  of  this  oflSce  are  much  exposed  to  destructioo  by. 
i(re.     The  consequences  of  such  a  calamity,  I  need  not  at-i 
tempt  to  describe.     An  expenditure  sufficient  to  place  them . 
beyond  the  reach  of  such  an  event  should,  in  n^y  judgment,  be 
authorized. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  this  office  is  required  by  law 
to  be  kept  in  the  capitoL  I  have  oot,  in  any  examination  I 
have  been  able  to  make,  discovered  any  such  provision.    If  it 
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existSy.  the  reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  the  removal 
from  that  place  are  worthy  of  consideration.  They  are,  that 
the  rooms  in  the  basement  were  found  to  be  damp,  and  conse- 
quently, unhealthy;  and  that  the  location  was  much  complain- 
ed of  by  the  public,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  from  the 
usual  place  of  business. 

I  have  personally  no  wish  to  gratify,  but  will  transf^jr  the 
office  to  the  capitol,  if  rooms  convenient  can  be  furnished,  for 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  department 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  HASTINGS, 
Auditor  General. 


[No.  30.] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
claims  made  by  contractors  on  the  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement. 

« 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  claims  made  by  contractors  upon  the  works  of  internal  im- 
provement in  this  state,  through  their  chairman,  respectfully 
report: 

That  they  have  endeavored  to  give  the  subject  an  impartial 
investigation,  and  from  facts  set  forth  by  many  of  said  claimaats, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  justice  requires  that 
something  should  be  done  on  the  part  or  the  state  to  satisfy 
said  claims,  so  far  as  facts  go  to  show  that  the  contractors  have 
been  injured  by  the  non-fulfillment  of  the  state  on  her  part. 
Claims  have  been  presented  to  said  committee,  by  Messrs. 
Brown  &  Davis,  Hamlin,  Foster  and  Parshal,  and  some  others, 
which  are  of  the  characters  following,  to  wit: 

First,  For  selling  estimates,  warrants  and  eastern  drafts  for 
less  than  their  par  value,  and  interest  upon  the  same  from  he 
time  that  said  estimates  were  made,  until  said  money  was  ac- 
tually received. 

Second.  Said  claimants  have  taken  contracts  from  the  state, 
and  have  re-let  said  contracts  to  individuals,  and  have  agreed 
to  pay  said  sub-contractors  as  the  state  agreed  to  pay  tnem; 
ana  the  state  not  fulfilling,  they  have  not  been  able  to  fulfill, 
and  in  some  instances,  claim  heavy  damages  in  consequence. 

Third.  Said  contractors  claim  damages  for  time  spent  in 
looking  for  commissioners,  and  for  traveling  to  JDetroit  to  sell 
estimates  and  warrants,  for  funds,  that  they  might  carry  on 
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their  work,  when,  according  to  contract,  the  money  should 
have  been  paid  on  the  line  of  said  work. 

Fburih.^  They  ask  damage  for  timber  and  lumber  which  has 
been  got  out  for  locks  and  other  purposes,  and  has  been  injured 
by  fire  and  by  warping  in  the  sun,  which  they  could  not  take 
care  of  for  want  of  funds,  which  the  state  had  failed  to  fur- 
nish according  to  contract.  And  your  committee  are  decidedly 
of  the  opinion,  that  in  order  to  decide  Upon  the  merits  of  many 
of  said  claims,  it  would  be  necessary  to  visit  the  place  where 
said  contracts  were  let,  and  said  work  done;  and  your  com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  acting  commissioners  of 
internal  improvement  are,  or  should  be,  in  possession  of  more 
facts  relative  to  said  daims  than  any  other  persons,  and  would 
therefore  recommend,  that  if  said  commissioners  have  not 
power  to  settle  said  claims,  that  they  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered  by  this  legislature,  to  settle  all  legal  claims  against 
the  state,  which  contractors  upon  our  public  works  have  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  sta,te's  violating  her  contracts. 
.  And  your  committee  would  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of^  the  subject. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  P.  BUSH, 
Chairman, 


i.--fc 
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Communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  State,  relative 

to  weights  and  measures. 

Treasurer's,  Office,      ) 
Detroit,  February  5,  1840.  ) 

To  Hon.  Henry  Acker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir — ^In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  4th  instant,  requiring  the  ''state  treasurer  to 
lay  befoire  this  house,  such  information  as  he  possesses,  relative 
to  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures,"  1  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  since  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  1st  January, 
1838,  (documents  1888,  page  87,)  a  set  of  standard  weights 
has  been  received  at  this  office,  from  Washington,  but  the  stan- 
dard measures  have  not  been  received,  nor  any  information 
relative  thereto,  since  the  communication  of  P.  R.  Hassler,  of 
the  28th  March,  1838,  (documents  1838,  page  562.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  STUART,  Treasurer, 
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[No.  32.] 

Report  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  Railroad 

•  Compaiiy. 

Statement  showing  the  cost  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksoiiburg  rail* 
roady  (without  tron,)from  Palmyra  to  Clinton^  its  present  ter^ 
minatiouy  sixteen  mileSj  U^ether  with  the  assets  and  liabilities 
of  the  company;  also^  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
samtyfrom  its  openings  to  wit:  the  llth  day  of  August^  1838, 
to  the  2!7th  day  of  Mboemberf  1839,  a  period  qffiftten  months. 

The  cost  of  the  road  from  Palmyra  to  Clinton, 
sixteen  miles,  (without  iron,)  including  all  ex* 
penses  for  surveys,  engineering,  releases,  con- 
struction, &c.,  A&c.,  170,843  as 

Amount  of  capital  stock  subscribed,  *105,850  00 

Amount  received  on  stock,  (including  Stickney^s 

bond  and  mortgage  of  t28,784  88,)  62,050  51 

Balance  due  on  stock,  (exclusive  of  mortgage,)  43,793  49 
The  liabilities  of  the  company  are  as  follows,  to 

wit: 

Amount  of  loans  from  the  state,  80,000  00 

Amount  due  to  all  other  creditors,  17,572  02 


Total  amount  of  debts,  t37,572  02 

The  resources  of  the  company  are, 
Balance  due  from  stockholders  on  stock,  443,793  99 

Stickney's  bond  and  mortgage,  28,784  88 

f72,578  87 
Deduct  state  loan  and  other  debts  of  company,         37,572  02 

Leaving  this  balance  of  $35,006  35 

company's  resources  after  all  debts  are  paid« 

Of  this  sum,  a  portion,  doubtless,  cannot  be  collected,  either 
by  a  course  of  law,  or  otherwise;  but  it  may  be  perfectly  safe 
to  estimate  two-thirds  of  the  above  balance  as  avfiolable  funds. 

*The  origiDftl  •mount  rabtcribed  was  more,  bat  the  director  Veleaeed  eome  two 
«r  three  of  the  etockholden  of  a  portion  of  their  etock* 
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Treasurer  of  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  Railroad  Company, 

DR. 

To  moneys  received  from  stockholders,  exclusive 

of  boiid  and  mortgage,  #33,271  63 

State  loan,  20,000  00 

Bills  payable,  17,572  02 

<70,848  65 

By  moneys  paid  in  construction  i)f  road,  including  • 
incidental  expenses,  engineers^  estimates,  relea** 
868,  &c.  &c.,  (70,843  65 

Amount  of* stock  subscribed  in  Palmyra  and  Jack- 

sonbnrg  railroad  company,  9105,850  00 

Octet  of  construction,  &cJ,  &a,  ♦  70,84?  65 

♦35,006  35 

Leaving  balance  as  resources  of  company  as  stated  above. 

Receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jackscnbvrg 
Railroad^  from  August  iT,  1838.  ^o  Abt}6mAer  27,  1839, 

Up  freight,  from  August  11,  x6  Decem- 
t)er  3.1,  1838,  ..     -jp^fOS  qf4.  ,  ,^  ,      ^ 

Up  freight,  from  January  I,  to  Novembe^  1     * '  '    ' 

27,1839,  '    '      ^;'/7fr  84' 

■  j.  ,    M  ...I..   ■    4I6(,2^'38 

Down  freight,  from  Augwt  11«  to  De-    ,  ,   .  : 

cembef31,  183§,  :,.;..1,159  48         .    ^'i: 

Down  freight,  from  January  1,  to  Noven)-  ■ ,      ,  ;„ 

ber27,  1889,  .  :     ,  ,5  .4»W6  63       ;  ,      1.J3 

...,...•     -^ rr^     .5,785  U 

Up  passenger  fare,  from  A)4gu«t.  ll,.to.  1  .    I 

December  3 i,  1838,  .     688:, W   . 

Up      do     ,from  January  1,  to  Novem- 
ber 27,  1839,  1,167  95 


Down  pSTsdenger  fare,  from  August  11,  t6 
December  91,  1838,  858  67 

Down      do       from  January  1,  to  No-    '/«'*  k 
vember  27,  1839,  '  1,58^  .84 


1,795  95 


*,«_.. 
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Expense  account  accrned  and  paid  from  August 
11,    1888,  to    November  27,  1839,  iaclttding 
agent's  salary,  #8,778  69 

Balance  carried  to  profit  and  loss  account,  7,485  26 

^tl6,263  95 

D.  PITTMAN, 
Jlgent  of  the  P.  Sf  J.  R.  R.  Co. 

StaU  of  Michigan.  Lenawee  county y  ss. 

Daniel  Pittman,  of  the  village  of  Tecuroseh,  In  said  county^ 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  acui  says,  that  the  above  statement 
of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jackaooburg 
railroad,  is  true  and  correct  according  to  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  and  furtber  says  not 

D.  PITTMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  Februftiy, 

A.  D.,  1840. 

M.  T.  CHAMPION, 

Jfotary  Pubhc. 


[No.  33.] 

Report  of'  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement, 
relative  to  outstanding  debts,  &c. 

The -committee  on  internal  improvement,  under  authority  in 
them  vested,  by  the  reference  or  sundry  documents,  d^c,  have 
obtained  from  the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  following  information  concerning  the  outstanding 
debts  of  the  state,  on  account  of  the  several  works  of  internal 
iihproVement,  and  deeming  the  same  useful  to  the  legislature, 
beg  leave  to  communicat<^  the  same  to  the  house. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSHUA  HOWARD,  Chairman. 


Vl 


Office  of  Internal  Improvemignt,  2 
Detroit,  Febrvary  8,  184Q.      S 

Hon.  Joshua  Howard,  OKn  Cmu  on  InL  Imp. 

Sir — In  answer  to  the  queries  contained  in  yout  favor  of 
8lsi  ult,  I  hSve  to  reply  as  follows  : 

\^  I.  The  amount  of  the  present  indebtedness  to  contractors  up 
tb  this  date, 
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On  the  central  railroad,  amounts  to  #14,665  95 

southern      "             "  8,000  00 

northern      **            **^  8,104  51 

Clinton  canal                       ^  6,782  78 

Improvement  of  Grand  and  Maple  rivers,  948  70 

Total  amount  of  present  indebtedness,  933,521  94 

2.  The  amount  to  become  due  on  all  existing  contracts,  when 
the  same  shall  have  been  completed, 

Qn  the  central  railroad,  amounts  to  984,714  06 

southern      "            ♦*  110,059  29 

northern      "            "  15,286  00 

Clinton  canal,  180,180  79 

Improvement  of  Grand  and  Maple  rivers,  1,208  59 

Kalamazoo  river,  .  850  00 

Saginaw  canal^  *          30,893  52 


Total  amount  to  become  due^  9428,192  85 

The  above  does  not  include  the  amount  of  the  contract  on 
the  Sault  dc  Ste  Marie  canal,  which  is  estimated  to  amount  to 
the  sum  of  956,627  80.  no  work  havmg  been  done  under  said 
contract. 

8.  There  is,  probably,  due  on  the  central  railroad, 
For  engineers'  sei^viccs,  daims  for  damages,  fen*  ' 

cing,  &c.,  &c.,  98;000  00 

Southern  railroad,  for  engineers'  services,   and 

claims  for  damages,  &c.,  &c.,  5,000  00 

Northern  railroad,  for  engineer^  and  commission- 
ers' services,  800  00 
Seginaw  canal,  for  engineers>^  and  commissioners' 

services,  200  00 

Ck>ntingent  expenses  of  the  board  for  stationery, 

clerk  hire,  &c  100  00 


98,600  00 


The  contracts  above  referred  to,  have  all  expired  by  limita- 
tioo  as  far  as  is  within  my  knowledge* 

Trusting  the  above  statement  comprises  all  the  information 
yoQ  desire, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  oi)edient  servant, 

RIX  ROBINSON, 
Prendtnt  Board  fniemai  bnprovemtnt. 
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[No.  34.] 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  ioteraal 
Improvemeat,  in  relatioD  to  mail  contracts. 

Officr  op  Internal  Improvement, 

Detroit,  February  8,  1840. 

The  board  of  internal  improvement  have  thehonor  to  report 
to  the  honorable  the  house  of  representatives,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  that  body,  pa^tsed  on  the  7th  instant: 

That  the  contract  for  carrying  the  United  States  mail  on 
route  No.  2,409,  on  the  central  railroad,  was  entered  into  by 
William  R.  Thompson,  individually,  on  the  6th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1839,  to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1840,  and 
end  on  the  30th  day  of  Juek,  1842.  Mr.  Thompson  also  sub- 
mitted a  bid  to  the  post  office  department  to  carry  the  United 
States  mail  on  route  No.  2,432,  which  was  accepted  on  the 
7th  day  of  September,  1839,  as  per  letter  of  S.  R.  Hobble,, 
first  assistant  postmaster  general,  herewith  submitted,  (marked 

The  said  contract  and  bid,  so  accepted,  has  been  held  by 
William  R.  Thompson  until  the  7th  instant,  when  ho  assigned 
the  same  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  with  the  proviso  that  such 
assignment  shall  be  allowed  by  the  postmaster  general,,  as  re- 
quired in  section  fourteen  of  said  contract,  herewith  submitted, 
unarked  B,)  a  copy  of  thi»  assignment  is  herewith  submitted 
(marked  C.) 

The  state  has  received  no  compensation  for  earrying  said 
mail  under  said  contract  and  bid. 

The  state,  if  this  assignment  receives  tiie  assent  of  the  post* 
master  general,  is  to  receive  the  son  of  fifty  dollars (fSO)  per 
mile,  per  annum,  on  route  No.  2,409,  and  twenty-five  dollars 
(#2$)  per  mile,  per  annum^  on  route  No.  2,432,  being  the  sum 
total  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  ddlars,  (91,750) 
per  annum. 

The  amounts  of  said  compensation  is  payable  quarterly,  '*in 
the  months  of  May,  August,  November  and  February." 

By  the  schedule  time,  in  said  contract,  the  mails  were  to 
leave  Detroit  at  e  o^clock,  A.  M.,  and  arrive  at  Ypsilanti  at  Si 
o'clock,  A.  M. ;  the  cars  to  carry  this  mail  leave  at  the  first 
named  hour. 

The  train  upon  which  this  mail  is  carried,  in  the  businsmi 
seasons,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  leaving  Detroit  at  6  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  freight  and  such  passengers 
as  were  desirous  of  leaving  at  that  hour.  It  has  been,  and  is 
now  deemed  advisable  by  the  commissioners  having  charge  of 
the  road, ,  to  run  a  separate  train  for  the  transportation  of 
freight,  in  preference  to  carrying  freight  and  passengers  in  one 
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train;  the  reasons  for  this  course^  are  obvious;  to  guard  against 
accidents,  which  all  are  subject  to,  in  the  overloading  of  cars, 
or  the  breaking  of  machinery;  and  also,  that  heretofore,  freight 
sofficient  to  require  the  power  of  one  and  sometimes  two  loco- 
motive engines,  has  been  carried  over  the  road  in  the  spring 
and  fall  of  the  year. 

At  the  present  season  of  the  year,  after  navigation  has  closed, 
the  board  have  no  hesitation  in  staling,  that  if  the  traveling 
conveyances  at  the  termination  of  this  road,  and  which  carry 
the  United  States  mail,  could  be  delayed  until  a  later  hour, 
that  a  greater  number  of  passengers  would  probably  be  ob- 
tained, (provided  only  one  train  is  run  over  said  road,)  by  leav- 
ing at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  than  at  an  earlier  hour;  but  under 
existing  circumstances,  the  stages  west  of  the  termination  of 
this  road,  are  confined  to  a  limited  time  to  carry  the  mails 
through  to  the  end  of  their  routes,  and  which  they  are  enabled 
at  present  to  make,  after  the  arrival  of  the  train  which  leaves 
this  city  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.;  but  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
roads,  they  will  be  obliged  to  leave  at  the  earliest  hour  in  order 
to  fulfill  their  contract  time. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RIX  ROBINSON, 
WM.  R.  THOMPSON. 


(A.) 

S.  R.  Hobbief  Assistant  Postmaster  OeneraPs  acceptance  of  bid 

on  route  JVb.  2,433. 

Post  Opficb  Dbparthtent,        > 
Contract  Office^  September  7,  1838.  \ 

Sir — ^Your  bid  of  |t25  00  per  mile,  upon  route  No.  2,432,  has 
been  accepted  by  the  postmaster  general.  Contracts  will  he* 
forwarded  in  due  time.  Service  is  to  commence  on  the  first 
of  January  next. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  S.  R.  HOBBIE, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Thompson,  Jlnn  •Srbor,  Michigan. 


(B.) 

Contract  for  carrying  (he  United  States  Mail,  on  route  JVb.  29409, 

September  6,  1839. 

{M.  2,409,  $1,500  per  annum.) 

This  indenture  of  ooo tract,  made  the  tixftb  day  0f  SeptMHter^ 
[H.  R.  Doc]  39 
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in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  be- 
tween William  R.  Thompson,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  of  one  part, 
and  the  United  States  of  America  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth; 
that  the  said  parties  have  mutually  covenanted  as  follo^^  s,  viz: 
The  said  contractor  covenants  with  the  United  States: 

1.  To  carry  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  from  Detroit,  Mi- 
chigan, by  Dearbornville,  South  Nankin  and  South  Plymouth, 
to  Ypsilanti,  and  back  daily  in  railroad  cars.  To  be  conveyed 
in  cars  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  the  de- 
partment, for  tne  exclusive  accommodation  of  the  mails  and  of 
the  agent  of  the  department  who  has  charge  of  them  and  is  iqr 
trusted  with  the  delivering  of  the  way-maus,  and  who  is  to  be 
transported  without  charge,  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  se» 
venty-five  dollars  for  every  quarter  of  a  year,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  contract;  to  be  paid  by  postmasters  on  the  route 
above  mentioned,  or  otherwise,  at  the  option  of  the  postmaster 
general  of  the  United  States,  in  the  months  of  May,  August, 
November  and  February. 

2.  That  the  mail  shall  be  duly  delivered  at  and  takenfrom 
each  post  office  now  established,  or  that  may  be  established,  on 
the  route  embraced  in  this  contract;  that  it  shall  be  conveyed 
on  this  route  in  the  time  specified  in  the  annexed  schedule ; 
and  in  a  secure  and  safe  manner,  free  from  wet  or  other  inju- 
ry, it  shall  be  duly  delivered  into  the  post  office  at  the  end  of 
the  route. 

8.  That  if  the  contractor  shall  run  a  stage  or  other  vehicle, 
more  rapidly  or  more  frequently  than  he  is  required  by  the 
contract  to  carry  the  mail,  he  shall  give  the  same  increased 
celerity  and  frequency  to  the  mail,  and  without  increase  of  comr 
peilsation. 

4.  That  the  contractor  shall  convey,  free  of  charge,  all  ac- 
oredited  agents  of  the  department;  also,  mail  bags  and  post  of- 
fice blanks. 

5.  That  he  shall  not,  by  himself  or  his  agent,  transmit,  or 
be  concerned  in  transmitting  commercial  intelligence  more  ra- 
pidly than  by  mail. 

6.  That  the  contractor  will  if  required  by  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, collect  quarterly,  of  postmasters  on  said  route,  the  ba- 
lance due  from  them  to  the  general  post  office,  and  faithfully 
render  an  account  thereof  to  the  postmaster  general,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  quarterly  accounts,  and  will  pay  over  to  the  gene- 
ral post  office  all  balances  remaining  in  his  hands. 

7.  That  in  every  case  of  failure  to  perform  the  trip,  there 
may  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  pay  for  the  trip;  and  a  failure  to 
arrive  at  a  postoffice  so  long  after  the  time  set  in  the  schedule 
M  to  lose  the  connection  with  a  depending  mail,  shall  be  consi- 
dered as  equal  to  a  whole  trip  lost    Which  forfeiture  may  be 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS,  a©7 

increased  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  according  to 
the  circnmstances  under  which  the  failure  occurred. 

8.  That  the  contractor  shall  be  subject,  for  failure  to  take  or 
deliver  a  Riail,  or  any  part  of  a  mail,  for  suffering  the  mail  to 
be  wet  or  otherwise  injured,  or  lost,  or  destroyed,  to  a  penalty 
of  ten  dollars,  which  niay  be  increased  to  fifty  dollars,  accor- 
ding to  the  size  and  importance  of  the  mail,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  the  failure  occurred,  provided  no  penalty  shall 
be  imposed  where  the  failure  is  shown  not  to  have  been  caused 
by  the  negligence  or  mismanagement  of  the  contractor,  or  any 
of  his  aqents. 

9.  That  a  fine  not  less  than  the  tenth  part,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  half  of  the  price  of  a  trip,  may  be  imposed  for  each 
ten  minutes'  delay  of  the  mail  to  arrive  at  the  time  specified  in 
the  schedule. 

10.  The  contractor  shall  be  answerable  for  the  persons  to 
whom  he  shall  commit  the  care  and  transportation  of  the  mail, 
and  accountable  for  any  damages  which  may  be  sustained 
through  their  unfaithfulness  or  want  of  care;  add  that  he  will 
discharge  any  driver  or  carrier  of  said  mail,  whenever  requi- 
red to  do  so  by  the  postmaster  general. 

11.  That  the  schedules  being  arranged  so  as  to  allow  seven 
minutes  to  each  postoflice  for  opening  and  closing  the  mails 
generally,  and  one  hour  to  the  distributing  postofiUces,  the  post- 
master general  is  to  have,  nevertheless,  the  power  of  extend- 
ing the  time,  on  allowing  the  like  extension  to  the  contractor, 
if  he  shall  claim  it. 

12.  That  the  postmaster  general  may  alter  the  schedule, 
and  alter  the  route,  he  allowing  a  pro  rata  increase  of  compen- 
sation for  any  addition<il  service  required,  and  for  any  increas- 
ed speed,  when  the  employment  of  additional  stock  or  carriers 
is  rendered  necessary. 

13.  That  the  postmaster  general  may  curtail  the  service,  or 
dispense  with  it  entirely,  he  allowing  one  months'  extra  pay 
upon  the  amount  deducted,  in  case  he  wishes  to  placo  on  the 
route  a  higher  degree  of  service  than  is  contracted  for,  first 
offering  the  privilege  to  the  contractor  on  the  route,  of  perform- 
ing such  higher  service,  on  the  terms  that  can  be  obtained;  or 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  lessen  the  service,  or 
to  leave  such  route,  or  any  part  of  it,  out  of  operation,  to  car- 
ry the  mail  by  steamboat  or  raili^oad  cars:  Providedy  That  re- 
duction of  compensation,  in  consequence  of  reduction  of  service, 
shall  not  exceed  the  exact  proportion  which  the  service  dispen- 
sed with,  bears  to  the  whole  service. 

14.  That  the  postmaster  general  may  annul  the  contract  for 
repeated  failures  of  the  contractor  to  perform  any  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  contract;  for  violating  the  postoflSce  law,  or  diso- 
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beying  the  instructions  of  the  department;  or  forassigniBg 
contract  without  the  consent  of  the  postmaster  general  first 
obtained. 

15.  The  United  States  covenant  with  the  said  contractor  to 
pay,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  aforementioned^  quarterly,  in  the 
months  of  May,  August,  November  and  February. 

Prodded  always^  That  this  contract  shall  be  null  and  void, 
in  case  the  contractor,  or  any  other  person  that  may  become 
interested  in  this  contract,  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  become 
a  postmaster,  or  an  assistant  postmaster.  No  member  of  con- 
gress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract  or 
agreement,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  thereupon;  and  this  con- 
tract shall,  in  all  its  parts,  be  subject  to  the  terms  and  requisi* 
tions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  twent>'-iirst  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  entitled  "An  act  cx)ncerning  public  contracts." 

And  it  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  the  said  par* 
ties,  that  this  contract  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840,  and  continue  in  force  until  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  1842. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  contractor  and  the  postmaster 
general  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and 
year  set  opposite  their  names  respectively. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Mvember  25,  1839. 


This  Schedule, 

Subject  to  alteration  by  the  postmaster  general,  agreeably 
to  the  provision  contained  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  con- 
tract 

Leave  Detroit  daily  at  6  A.  M .,  and  arrive  at  Ypsilanti  same 
day,  by  8i  A.  M. 

Leave  Ypsilanti  daily  at  3i  P.  M.,  and  arrive  at  Detroit 
tame  day,  by  6  P.  M. 


(C.) 

JiMsignmetU  of  cantrcbct  for  carrying  United  States  Mail,  by  W. 

R*  Thompson. 

(Copy.) 

Whereas,  William  R.  Thompson,  of  the  county  of  Washte- 
naw, state  of  Michigan,  on  the  sixth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  A.  D.  1839,  entered  into  a  contract  with  Amos  Kendall, 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the  United 
states  mail  on  route  No.  2,409;  and  also  submitted  a  bid  to  the 
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poetoffice  department,  for  carrying  the  United  States  mail  on 
route  No.  2,432,  which  said  bid  has  been  accepted  by  a  letter 
from  S.  R.  Hobbie,  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  bearing 
date  September  7,  1839;  which  said  contract  and  bid  was  to 
commence  on  tho  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1840,  and  con- 
tinue in  force  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1642. 

•And  whereas^  The  said  Thompson  is  desirous  of  assigning 
bis  right  and  interest  in  said  contract  and  bid,  so  accepted,  to 
the  people  of  the  slate  of  Michigan,  and  the  same  cannot  be 
so  assigned  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  thereto. 

It  is,  therefore,  mutually  agreed  by  and  between  the  said 
Thompson  and  the  people  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  by  Rix 
Robinson,  the  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  in- 
ternal improvemeht,  in  behalf  of  said  people  of  the  state  of 
Michigan,  by  authority  of  a  resolution  adopted  this  date,  by 
said  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improvement,  as  fol- 
lows: 

First  The  said  Thompson,  for  and  in  consideration  of  one 
dollar,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  people  as  aforesaid, 
the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  agreements  hereinafter  contained, 
hereby  assigns,  transfers,  and  sets  over,  all  his  rights,  interest 
and  claim  of,  in  and  to,  the  said  contract,  to  the  said  people, 
together  with  all  the  rights,  franchises  and  profits  thereof,  ac- 
cruing or  accrued,  from  and  after  the  date  of  said  contract,  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  end  and  termination  thereof, 
hereby  authorizing  the  said  people,  by  their  agent  or  attorney 
thereunto,  lawfully  authorized,  to  demand  and  receive  all  mo- 
neys now  due  and  to  become  due,  by  virtue  of  said  contract, 
in  my  name  and  to  their  own  use  and  benefit 

It  is  the  express  understanding,  however,  by  and  between 
the  parties  to  this  agreement,  that  the  same  shall  not  take  ef- 
fect until  the  consent  of  the  postmaster  general  shall  have  been 
obtained  for  such  transfer  or  assignment,  and  that  it  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  time  when  such  consent  shall  be 
given. 

Second.  The  people  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  above  agreement,  on  their  part,  agree  to,  (by  their 
lawful  agent,  Rix  Robinson,  president  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  internal  improvement,  aforesaid,)  take,  fulfill  and 
perform  the  contract  and  bid  entered  into  as  aforesaid,  to 
carry  the  mails  of  the  United  States  for  the  consideration 
therein  mentioned,  and  in  all  things  to  fulfill  and  perform  the 
said  contract  and  bid,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
said  Thompson  was  bound  to  do,  by  virtue  thereof. 
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In  iH^iCness  thereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals,  this  seventh  dav  of  February,  A.  D.  1840. 
fSigned,)  W.  R.  THOMPSON, 

RIX  ROBINSON, 

PresL  Board  Comers  hit.  Imp. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  Amos  T.  Hall 
and  A.  H.  Adams. 


^9       A  V^^ 

L.  0.1 
L.  S.J 


[No.  35.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  several  resolutions  touching  the 
reduction  and  regulation  of  costs  and  fees  in  courts, 
6z;c. 

7b  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
several  resolutions  touching  the  reduction  and  regulation  of 
costs  and  fees  in  courts,  and  of  the  several  public  officers, 
having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  report: 

That  from  the-  various  matters  referred  to  in  the  several  re- 
solutions before  your  committee,  they  have  been  induced  to 
revise  the  whole  fee  bill,  and  have  reduced  the  same  in  nearly 
all  its  provisions,  except  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
duties  payable  to  the  respective  counties  in  the  prosecution  of 
civil  suits,  which  your  committee  have  been  induced  to  raise; 
inasmuch  as  from  the  facts  appearing  before  them,  the  coun- 
ties are  falling  in  debt  from  the  excess  of  expense  attending  the 
courts  in  the  several  counties  over  the  receipts  into  the  county 
treasuries. 

To  carry  out  these  objects,  and  meet  the  general  intentions 
and  scope  of  the  resolutions  referred  to  them,  your  committee 
herewith  report  a  bill. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  BACKUS, 

Chairman. 
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[No.  360 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Benjamin  C.  Cox,  for  servi- 
ces rendered  as  assistant  engineer  on  the  Northern 
railroad,  &c. 

The  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  C.  Cox,  for  services  rendered  as  assistant  en- 
gineer on  the  northern  railroad  of  this  state,  and  for  imple- 
ments and  property  furnished,  and  for  moneys  expended  while 
in  said  service,  respectfully  report : 

That  on  examining  the  accounts  and  other  papers  of  the 
said  Benjamin  C.  Cox,  it  appeared  that  he  had  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  engineer  of  the  northern  railroad  of  this 
state,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1837,  and  that  he  had  continued 
in  the  service  until  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  December,  of 
the  same  year;  and  had  furnished  implements  and  property  for, 
and  had  expended  some  money  while  in  the  service  of  the 
state;  and  also  that  he  had  received  of  the  state  in  July,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  and  had  credited  the  state 
with  some  articles  left  in  his  possession,  worth  about  eighty- 
eight  cents. 

At  this  stase  of  the  investigation,  the  committee,  by  their 
chairman,  addressed  a  note  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  requesting  a  statemei^t  of  all  the  moneys 
paid  to  the  said  Cox,  for  services  as  assistant  engineer,  or  oth- 
erwise, and  also,  whether  the  said  Cox  had  been  removed  or 
discharged  from  said  service,  on  or  before  the  said  10th  day  of 
December,  1837. 

The  committee  received  an  answer  from  the  secretary  of 
that  board,  confinning  the  statements  of  Mr.  Cox  in  relation 
to  the  credits  he  had  given  the  state;  and  also  stating  that  he 
had  examined  the  records  of  the  board  up  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1837,  and  found  no  record  of  his  having  been  dish- 
charged.  A  copy  of  the  first  annual  report  of  the  board  of  in- 
ternal improvement  was  shown  to  the  committee,  in  which  it 
was  stated,  that  the  salary  of  assistant  engineers  had  been  fixed 
at  f  1500  per  year.  The  committee  then  addressed  another 
note  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  as  to  the  time  when  this 
sum  was  fixed  upon  by  the  board,  as  the  salary  of  assistant  en- 

S'neer,  and  received  for  answer  that  it  was  on  the  12th  day  of 
[ay,  1837. 

From  the  documents  before  them,  and  from  unquestionable 
testimony  of  respectable  individuals,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Cox,  is  founded  in  justice,  and 
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that  he  is  entitled  to  compensation  at  the  then  established 
rates,  for  the  time  he  has  charged  in  his  accounts,  and  they  can 
discover  no  good  reason  for  withholding,  or  postponing  his 
claims. 

They  have,  therefore,  prepared  a  joint  resolution  which  is 
herewith  submitted,  with  the  accompanying  docun^nts. 

Respectfully, 

D.  E.  BROWN, 
Chairman  Committee, 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  auditor  general  be  directed  to  draw 
his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  of  the  internal  improvement  fund, 
in  favor  of  Benjamin  C.  Cox,  for  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  which  shall  be  in  full  for  all 
the  claims  of  the  said  Cox,  as  set  forth  by  him  in  his  charges 
against  the  state. 


[No.  37.] 

Report  of  Select  Committee  relative  to  loans  by  the 
State  to  different  Railroad  Companies. 

The  select  committee,  appointed  under  a  resolution  adopted 
in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  14th  of  January  last, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  names  of  the  several  companies 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  to  which  the  state  has 
lent  aid  by  grants  or  loans;  the  terms  on  which  such  loans 
were  made,  with  other  particulars  relative  thereto,  would  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries: 

Loans  have  been  made  or  certificates  of  stock  issued,  for  the 
redemption  of  which,  the  faith  of  the  state  b  pledged,  to  the 
following  named  companies,  viz:  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  the 
Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg.  the  Allegan  and  Marshall,  and  the 
Tecumseh  and  Ypsilanti  railroad  companies.  Certain  condi- 
tions are  annexed  to  all  the  loans  made  to  the  ai)ove  named 
companies,  among  which  are  the  following: 

1.  Each  of  said  companies  was  required  to  give  security  to 
the  state  by  a  bond,  conditioned  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock 
Created  for  their  benefit,  when  the  same  shall  become  due,  and 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  interest  thereon,  and  by  mortffa- 

S8  on  unincumbered  real  estate,  double  the  amount  of  me 
ftn, 
%.  The  several  raihroads  to  be  constructed  by  these  compt- 
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nies  are  nofiDrtgaged  to  the  state,  and  in  case  of  default  in  the 
redemptiDQ  of  the  stock  or  the  payment  of  the  interest  there- 
on,  the  auditor  general  may  sell  at  public  auction,  the  railroad 
belonging  to  each  delinquent  company,  by  giving  two  months* 
noticeoi  the  intended  sale  in  the  state  paper.  The  amount 
of  each  loan,  the  sums  in  which  the  companies  severally  are 
delinquent  for  interest,  together  with  such  information  as  the 
conimittee  have  been  able  to  gather  relative  to  the  progress  of 
ej^ch  in  the  construction  of  their  respective  railroads,  are  here- 

xvith  submittecl. 

I  ,  I.I 

^  LfttraU  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company-^ 

By  an  act  approved  March  5,  1838,  the  treasurer  of  the 
state  yas  authorized  to  deliver  to  this  company,  special  ccrtifi- 
catfes  oif  stock  bearing  six  pel*  cent,  interest,  and  redeemable 
in  1858,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
whole  amount  of  this  loan  has  been  received  by  the  company. 
The  intereil  c>n  this  loan  for  six  months*  ending  Jnly  1,  1839, 
and  for  the  like  period,  ending  January  1,  1840,  has  not  been 

5 aid  by  the  company;  amount  of  unpaid  interest,  96,090  00. 
'he  delmquent  interest  having  been  paid  from  the  state  trea- 
sury, the  auditor  general  has  advertised  the  Detroit  and 
P'ontiac  railroad  for  sale  at  public  auction.  This  company  is 
also  indebted  to  the  state  for  railroad  iron;  in  (be  sum  of  89,995 
46,  and  interest  from  date  of  purchase  (December  16,  1837.) 
For  the  recovery  of  this  debt,  a  suit  has  been  instituted  against 
the  conipany  by  the  attorney  general.  About  nineteen  miles 
bt  this  railroad  (extending  fromDetroit  to  Birmingham,  in  Oak- 
l(£hd'  county)  have  been  completed.  The  cramng  has  beieb 
riiofttly  d<yne  oh  the  r^mafindcrof  the  road,  (about  seven  mfles,) 
tod  a  great  part  of  the  timber  prepared  and  distributed. 


,   Palmifra  and  Jmeksmburg  Railroad  Company. 

'  Hy  vifttto  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  (approved  June  It^^ 
1887,)  special  eerttficates  of  stock,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
tfaotisand  doliai^  were  issued  to  this  company.  The  stock  is 
fedeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  legrslature,  after  five  years 
from'  the  issue  thereof,  and  bears  seven  per  cent,  interest. 
Sixteen  tallies  of  this  road,  (from  Palmyra  to  Clinton,  in  Lena^ 
wee  county,)  have  been  so  far  completed  as  to  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  freight  and  passengers.  The  legislature,  du* 
ring  the  session  of  1888,  by  a  ioint  resoliition,  directed  the  au* 
ditor  general  to  require  from  this  company  such  further  secu«- 
rity  for  the  money  loaned  to  them,  as  he  might  deem  necessa* 
ry.  The  required  additional  security  not  being  furnished,  the 
attorney  general  instituted  a  suit  against  the  company,  which 
suit  is  now  pending. 

tH.  R.  Doc]  40 
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Tocumseh  and  YpsUanti  Railroad  Qmipam^* 

By  an  act  of  the  le^slature,  approved  April  6,  1898,  the 
governor  was  authorized  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  loan  was  made  payable  at  any  time 
after  January  1st.  1889,  and  the  rate  of  interest  was  not  to  ex- 
ceed six  per  cent  Under  this  act,  the  company  has  received 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Two  semi-annual  payments  of 
interest  have  fallen  due  and  remain  unpaid  by  the  company; 
amount  of  unpaid  interest,  $  From  a  report,  made  by  the 

directors  of  the  company  to  the  legislature,  February  12th, 
1830,  it  would  appear  that  there  had  then  been  expended  on 
the  Tecumseh  and  Ypsilanti  railroad,  the  sum  of  t21,459  21* 
No  report  having  since  been  made  by  the  company,  to  (be 
knowledge  of  your  committee,  they  cannot  ascertain  what,  or 
whether  any  further  expenditure  has  been  made  on  said  rail- 
road. 

Allegan  and  Marshall  Railroad  Company. 

The  legislature,  Tby  an  act  approved  April  6,  1838,)  autho^ 
rized  a  loan  of  one  nundred  thousand  dollars  to  this  coropanyl 
By  one  of  the  provisions  of  thi#  act,  whenever  the  directors  of 
the  company  should  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  audi^ 
tor  general  that  a  sum  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars  had 
been  pjiid  into  the  treasury  of  the  company  and  expended  op 
their  railroad,  he  (the  auditor  general,)  wa^  authorized  to  deli- 
ver to  the  company,  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  an  equal 
amount,  and  in  like  manner,  when  evidence  was  produced  of 
further  sums  being  paid  in  and  expended,  until  the  amount  of 
the  loan  should  be  paid  over.  Your  committee  have  learned, 
that,  previous  to  the  failure  of  the  Miohigau  state  bank,  «ixty 
thousand  dollars  were  placed  in  that  bank,  designed  for  said 
Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company,  and  that  the  auditor 
general  delayed  to  pl^e  this  sum  formally  to  the  credit  of  the 
company,  until  the  requisite  securities  should  be  perfected; 
but  that  in  anticipation  of  perfecting  the  securities  fequii-ed, 
the  company,  through  the  agency  ol  the  Calhoau'county  bank, 
drew  from  said  Michigan  state  bank,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Your  commi  tt^e  cannot  learn  th^t  any  thing  has  beea 
done  toward  the  construction  of  this  railroad- 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  K.  UNPERWOOD, 


4 


} 
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[No.  38.] 

conununicatioQs  in  relation  to  the  Michigan 
State  Bank,  transmitted  by  the  Executive. 

Executive  Office,  ) 
February  13,  1840.      I 

2b  the  Howu  of  Representatives: 

1  have  this  day  received  from  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  with  the  Michigan  state  bank,  the  accompanying  com^ 
mUAieatians,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  hooae 
of  representatives  for  the  use  of  both  houses. 

WM.  WOODBRIDGE. 


(Copy.) 

DetroUy  February  18,  1840. 

lb  His  Excellency  William  Woodbridge: 

Sir — The  enclosed  communication,  from  Geo.  F.  Porter, 
president  of  the  Michigan  state  bank,  we  have  the  honor  to 
refer  to  you,  that  you  may  give  it  the  proper  direction.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  better  terms  may  be  secured  to  the  state, 
by  granting  the  favor  required,  modified,  however,  so  as  not  to 
eatend  the  lime  for  resumption  beyond  the  1st  April,  1841. 
We  are,  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servants. 
(Signed,)  E.  P.  HASTINGS, 

Auditor  General 
RANDOLPH  MANNING, 

Secretary  of  State. 
ROBERT  STUART, 

State  Treasurer. 


(Copy.) 

MioBiOiiN  State  Bank,  ) 
Detroit t  February  8,  1840.  ) 

B.  P.  HAStufoe,  Esq.f  Auditor  Gonoral: 

Dbae  Siib— a  resolution  'authorizing  the  auditor  general, 
tl^  slate .  treasurer  and  the  secretary  of  state  to  settle  with 
this  institution,  received  the  assent  of  his  excellency  the  gover- 
nor, I  think,  on  Monday  last. 

I  have  not  received  imy  official  copy  «f  the  same,  but  from 
iolbnmition  obtained  Ihroi^  the  public  prints,  and  members 
<^  ttie  leg)bliltitrtf  mn  advisrd  that  mr  proviaion  is  made  by  saiA 
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resolution  for  the  protection  of  our  charter,  in  case  of  settle- 
ment, leaving  us  exposed  to  immediate  prosecution  at  the  suit 
of  the  attorney  general  or  any  individual  who  may  deem  him* 
self  aggrieved* 

Under  more  favorable  circumstances,  our  franchise  might  be 
valuable,  and  the  state  may  derive  a  corresponding  advantage 
in  settlement,  by  permitting  us  to  retain  it,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions, while  our  board  of  directors  can  perceive  no  objeet  or 
propriety  in  liquidating  our  debt  to  the  commonwealth,  tQ  the 
prejudice  of  our  other  creditors;  common  justice  would  require 
that  we  should  surrender  our  affairs  to  a  receiver,  for  the  bei^ 
fit  of  all,  unless  this  end  can  be  obtained. 

It  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  senate,  that  the  22d  instant 
is  proposed  as  the  day  for  adjournment  of  the  legislature.  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  you  our 
views  (Ki  this  subject  thus  prematurely,  that  it  may  be  laid  be- 
fore them  previous  to  that  date. 

I  also  presume  to  suggest  the  form  of  a  resolution  which 
would  be  satisfactory  to  us  and  safe  to  the  public. 
And  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  GEO.  F.  PORTER,  President. 

For  the  hoard  of  Directors. 

Reeolved^  4^.,  ^'  That  the  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  Michiffan  state  bank,  on  settlement  with  the  comm'ssion- 
ers  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  resuming  specie  payment  with- 
in one  year  from  the  date  of  said  settlement,  shall  not  be  liable 
to  any  prosecution  or  forfeiture  of  their  franchise  in  conse- 
quence of  any  act  or  thing  by  them  done  or  suffered,  previous 
to  such  resumption.'* 


[No.  39.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement, 
concerning  the  petitions  of  the  Pontiac  and  De- 
troit Railroad  Company,  and  numerous  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  section  of  the  State,  and  the  Se- 
nate bill,  relating  to  the  completion  of  the  above 
road. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  compa"*- 
ny  praying  for  relief,  the  petitions  of  numerous  inhabttsnte  of 
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the  oouDtiea  6f  Oaklandy  Shiawassee,  Genesee,  Saginaw,  «iid' 
Lapeer,  praying  the  legislature  to  purchase  the  Detroit  ancE 
Pontiac  railroad,  and  the  senate  bill,  to  extend  the  ticne  for  the 
completion  of  said  road,  have  had  those  matters  severally  undeb 
consideration,  and  havo  instructed  me,  as  their  chairman,  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

From  ail  the  information  your  committee  have,  been  able  to* 
obtain,  they  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  individualg: 
composing  the  stockholders  of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad, 
commenced  the  construction  of  the  work  in  good  faith  and 
have  prosecuted  the  same  with  commendable  energy  and  en- 
terprise; and  are  worthy  of  any  relief  that  the  legislature  cai> 
extend  to  them,  \vithout  compromising  the  interests  of  the 
state.      That  without  any  expectation  of  receiving  aid  from 
the  state,  they  commenced  and  put  in  successful  operation; 
twelve  miles  of  their  railroad.     That  Ihey  then  found  thfey 
shoald  be  unable,  without  aid  from  some  source,  to  proceed  ttf 
the  completion  of  the  road,  and  finding  the  investment,  so  far* 
as  made,  to  be  a  good  one,  they  were  desirous  to  complete  if 
to  Pontiac.     That  upon  the  petitioning  of  numerous  inhabit' 
tants  of  the  northern  section  of  the  state,  the  tegislftture,  in  thfe 
winter  of  1837-8,  loaned  to  the  company  the  creditof  the  state,*^ 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  the 
company  considered  amply  sufficient,  with  their  own  means,* 
to  enable  them  fully  to  complete  the  road.  ' 

Your  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  best  information' 
they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  that  the  full  amount  of  the  loan 
made  to  the  company^  has  been  judiciously  expended  upon  the 
road,  yet,  from  unforesefeen  oirctimstances,  they  have  be^n  un- 
able to  prosecute  the  work  to  its  completion*  '  '' 

Your  committee  find,  on  examination  of  the  chai^ter  of  the 
company,  that  the  railroad  and  its  appurtenances  are  holden- 
fer  the  redemption  of  the  liabilities  of  the  bank  of  Pontine/ 
which  your  committee  are  informed  are  between  ninety  and' 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  contingency  seem  j  to- 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  framerb  of  the  bill,' 
loaning  the  credit  of  the  state  to  this  company,  from  the  l^rge 
amoant  of  security  required  m  addition  to  the  mortgage  upon 
the  road 

Your  committee  are  further  of  the  opinion,  that'  htywev^n 
mvck  care  may  have  been  taken  in  the  appmisal  of  the  real 
estate,  mortgaged  by  the  company  and  individuals,  as  security 
for  the  loan,  yet,  the  state  would  not  be  secure  from  heavy 
loss  if  a  sale  is  attempted,  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of 
the  country.  But  on  the  contrary,  if  the  prayer  of  the  com- 
pany shouki  be  granted,  and  they  have  it  in  their  power 't<>* 
transfer  the  road  to  the  state  unincumbered',  the  state  will  not 
onfy.  secure  the  debt  due  from  the  compatiy,  but  will  also  ieie- 
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dure  a  productive  property,  and  one  which  will  sooii  yield  a 
haodflome  return  to  the  state. 

For  a  more  perfect  statement  of  the  affairs  and  condition  of 
the  railroad,  and  its  probable  productiveness,  your  committee 
6eg  leave,  as  a  part  of  their  report,  to  submit  the  following 
communication,  which  they  have  received  from  the  stockhold* 
ers  of  the  company,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe,  can  be 
relied  upon. 


(Copy.) 
1h  the  Honorable  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements: 

Gentlemen-— The  petition  signed  by  us,  and  this  day  refer- 
red to  your  committee,  respect^illy  a&ks  of  the  legislatufe  the 
favorable  consideration  of  a  proposition  to  transfer  the  '^  Detroit 
abd  Pontiac  railroad,'^  to  the  state,  upon  some  tejrms  that  will 
be  just  and  equitable,  in  satisfaction  of  the  mortgages  and' 
other  liabilities  the  state  hold  against  our  company.  In  order 
that  your  committee  may  be  able  to  judge  fairly  the  merits 
of  the  subject  matter  of  our  petition,  we  beg  leave  to  state 
to  you  the  present  situation  and  condition  of  our  road,  and 
aome  of  the  causes  which  have  lead  to  our  present  embarrass- 
ments. 

**  The  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company"  were  charter* 
0i  by  the  (then)  legislative  council  of  the  (then)  territory  of 
Michigan,  in  1834,  and  amended  by  the  same  body  in  1835^ 
giving  the  company  the  power  to  establish  a  bank  upon  certaiir. 
conditions,  one  of  which  provided  that  ten  miles  of  said  rail'^t 
road  should  be  finished  and  pat  in  operation  within  a  given 
length  of  time.  With  an  intimate  koQWledge  of  the  country, 
and  the  probable  productiveness  of  theriond^  Ivew^eindooad* 
to  become  the  subscribers  for  a  majority  .of  the  stocks  and  inw 
mediately  commenced  the  construction  of  the  road.  Withiir 
the  time  specified,  we  had  succeeded  id  getting  twelve  miles 
<^  the  road  into  operation,  and  f^oad  it  to  fnlly  equal  our  ex* 
pectations  for  productiveness.  In  the  m^inter  of  1896  kod  '87,: 
the  legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  commissioners  ci 
internal  improvement  to  purchase  the  road,  provided  the  com* 
pany  woula  sell  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  original  cost  to  the 
companv,  and  the  interest;  but  we  were  so  .sanguine  that  we 
should  be  able  to  complete  the  road,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
profitable  investment,  that  we  declined  selling  upon  those  con*: 
ditions. 

During  the  year  1888,  the  prostration  of  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  compelled  us  to  suspend  our  opera* 
lions  upon  the  roacl,  and  the  cost  having  largely  exceeded  the 
ealimates  of  our  engineers^  led  us  clearly  to  perceive,  that  with 


w^ 
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our  own  means,  we  should  be  unable  to  complete  the  road.  At 
tfais  time  the  state  \^as  actively  engaged  in  prosecuting  her 
various  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  people  of  the 
northern  section  of  the  state,  were  anxious  for  the  completion 
of  the  Pontiac  road. 

Petitions  were  circulated  and  freely  signed  by  the  inhabitants^ 
praying  the  legislature  to  extend  aid  to  the  company,  to  enable 
them  to  complete  the  road  to  Pontiac.  The  legislature  libe« 
rally  responded  to  their  petitions,  by  authorizing  and  instructing 
the  treasurer  to  issue  and  deliver  to  the  company,  special  cer« 
tificates  of  stock  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dot 
lars,  upon  the  condition  that  the  company  or  individuals,  se- 
cured the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  said  bonds 
by  executing  mortgages  upon  unincumbered  real  estate  of  the 
cash  value  of  two  huodrod  thousand  dollars;  the  legislatupa 
not  deeming  the  railroad  sufficient  security,  from  th^  fact,  that 
the  charter  made  the*  railroad  liable  for  the  ultimate  redemp* 
tion  of  circulating  notes  of  the  bank« 

The  citizens  who  felt  interested  in  the  early  completion  iff 
the  road,  and  had  perfect  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
honesty  of  the  company,  came  forward  and  offered  to  aid  io 
giving  the. necessary  security,  provided  the  company  would 
obtain  the  loan  and  go  on  with  the  work.  The  security  watf 
aeoordiogly  made  out  and  accepted  by  the  auditor  ceneral,  and 
the  state's;  bonds  delivered  to  the  company,  and  the  work  rs* 
sumed  with  that  spirit  and  energy  necessary  for  its  speedy 
eompletion* 

At  this  time,  and  for  some  time  previous,  the  bank  (connec- 
ted with  OQ^  railroad,)  had  a  circulation  of  upwards  of  ninety* 
tbouseqddoUars,  which  circulation  it  had  always  sustained  with- 
out trouble,  and  the  bank  maictained  as  good  credit  as  any 
other  country  institutian  in  the  state.  Soon  after  this,  howev- 
er, the  utt^r  destrnQtioiD  4>f  confidence  in  banks,  by  the  fiiilufe 
of  all  th^  banks  under  the  general  banking  law,  cau&ed  fha 
holders  of  the  liabilities  of  this  institution,  (as  well  as  that  of 
others  throughout  the  atate,)  to  press  them  home' for  redemfH 
tion.  Ill  the  month  of  April  last,  tbe  company  found  all  theism 
means^  exhausted — ^ihe  bank  compel  led  to  suspetid  payment-^ 
the  road  unfinished-^and  tfaemseivea  in<  debt  to  laborers  and 
contractors,  about  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Since  that  time,  the  recei|>ts  df  the  rdad  have  been  applied 
to  the  payment  of  Ihe  debts  due-taifaelaborers  and  mechanics, 
the  company  believing  tlmt  juatic^  required  that  they  riiouU 
be  paid  their  hard  earnings  in  preferenee  to  its  being  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  bonds. 

The  consequences  of  a  failure  to  meet  the  interest  on  the 
bonds,  are,  the  auditor  gene^l  and  state  treasurer  have  in  com- 
pliance of  law,  advertised  the  road  for  sjile,  and  also  a  sale  of 
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the  real  estate  uader  the  mortgages.  To  avert  ths  absolute 
and  total  ruin  of  quite  a  large  number  of  respectable  and  v^or- 
thy  citizens,  who  came  forward  and  pledged  their  property  to 
carry  out  this  enterprise,  and  to  secure  ourselves  and  our  fami- 
lies against  the  loss  of  the  entire  fruits  of  our  whole  lives,  we 
have  appealed  to  the  liberality  and  magnanimity  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

The  road  is  now  in  operation  eighteen  miles,  and  carft  have 
been  running  on  it  that  distance,  since  the  first  of  Septembev 
last,  previous  to  which,  there  were  but  twelve  miles  in  opera- 
tion. Our  receipts  for  the  year,  ending  1st  January,  1840,  over 
and  above  all  expenses  for  repairs  oi  road,  cars,  engines,  pay 
of  agentSy  engineers,  and  all  incidental  expenses,  have  been 
eight  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  thirty* 
seven  cents.  The  right  of  way  for  the  unfinished  portion  of 
tberpad  has* been  purchased,  the  grading  more  than  two-thiids 
done,  and  all  the, timber  on  t[ie  ground;  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  framed,  ready  for  immediate  use.  The  expenses  incurred 
on  the  unfinished  part  of  the  road,  exceed  seventy-five  thousand 
lioUars,  and  although  the  sum  required  to  finish  the  roail  is  com- 
paratively, small,  yet  it  is  wholly  out  of  our  power  to  obtain  il. 
We,  therefore,  hope  your  honorable  committee  may  deem  it 
e](pedient  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  purchase  of  the  road 
Upon  some  term&;  and  in  case  the  honorable,  the  JegislatCire 
should  see  fit  to  pass  such  a  bill,  we  should  be  glad  to  lease  this 
coad  9f  the  state,  for  the  term  of  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

To  have  the  machinery  appraised  at  the  commencement  ef 
the  loase,  by  comrpetent  appraisers,  and  at  its  expiration,  return 
to  the  state,  machinery  ot  equal  value,  and  to  pay  into  the  state 
tmasuty,  for  the  use  of  said  road,  a  sum  equal  to  an  interest 
of  six  «nd  a  halC  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  its  cost,  or  the  price 
tbQ  company  will  be  glad  to  sell  it  at;  and  before  entering  op- 
OB  the  lease«  to  give  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  auditor 
general^  for  the  faithful  periformance  of  the  contract.  A  bill, 
lifnils^  lA  its  features  to  that  passed  by  the  senate  last  winter, 

Eroviding  for  the  paying  of  the  company  any  balance  that  may 
le  due  them  on  appraising  the  road,  in  six  per  cent,  bonds,' 
having  twenty  years  to  run,  would  be  i?ladly  accepted  by  the 
company;  as  they  should  with  those  securities,  be  enaUed  to 

Eay  their  debts,  and  save  from  ruin  their  fellow  citizens  who 
ave  pledged  their  farms  to  secore  the  original  loan. 
With  tlie  hope*  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  that  you*  will 
|[iye.the  subject  referred  to  you,  a  favorable  consideration, 
./.  .  We  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
^    (Signed,)  SHERMAN  STEVEN'S, 

ALFRED  WILLIAMS. 
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-  Yoor  committe  consider  the  petitioDs  of  the  iohibitnts  of 
ihe  northern  sectioa  of  the  state,  worthy  of  a  favorable  coDfi' 
derffCiowi,  not  otdy  from  the  respectability  of  the  number,  but  in 
*tbe  -apparent  justice  of  granting  the  subject  matter  of  their 
prayer.  The  petitioners  say,  without  attempting  to  find  ca«h 
sesr  which  superinduced  a  former  legislature  to  loan  the  public 
funds,  and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  state,  to  build,  or  enable  ottF 
ei^S:  to  bnild  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad^  they  would  res- 
pectfully  urge  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  purchasing  the 
wbrk.  Such  an  act  would,  in  their  ofHuion,  secure  at  the  leas! 
possible  hazard,  the  moneys  and  faith  heretofore  loaned  to  the 
^company.  They  further  say,  they  feel  aggrieved  to  know  that 
erery  avenue  to  the  capitol  of  the  state^  and  the  great  com- 
mercial emporium  of  the  country,  is  closed  against  them,  and 
that  no  northern  man  can  reach  the  capitol  without  paying 
tribute  'lo  an  incorporated  company.  They  therefore  pray  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  for  the  purchase  of  the  road,  in.  order 
ihat  they  may  cast  their  mite  into  the  treasury  of  the  state. 

The  committee  also  consider  the  results  contemplated  in  the 
senate  bill  for  the  extension  of  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad,  as  necessary  to  be  arrived  aty 
in  case  of  a  transfer  of  the  road  to  the  state,  in  order  that  the 
chartered  rights,  privileges,  and  franchises  may  be  transferred 
also. 

With  a  view  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  and  a  proper  regard 
to  the  petitions  and  matters  referred  to  us,  your  committee 
have,  with  great  care,  drawn  up  the  accompanying  bill,  which 
they  respectfully  recommend  should  be  passed. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSHUA  HOWARD,  CAotman.  • 


[No.  40.] 

tk>inmunicatioD  from  Michigan  Stato  Bank,  explaoa*' 

tory  of  document  No.  36. 

^  J  Michigan  State  Bank,  )   . 

Detroit  J  February  15, 1840.  J 
^(M^oraAie  Hbnrv  Acker, 
,. :  I      ; .    /      Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  ^  . 

'  1  SiR-nWill  you  permit  me,  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  ^VffiH 
^^lom  of  ibis  institution,  tq  explain,  through  you,  a  transacti<Ni 
irUoh  they  are  informed  has  oeen  construed  as  disreapeclfidto 
«lhe:hartorable  body  over  which  you  preside. 
r.  Sevieral  days  mncei  by  their  direction,  I  addreflsed  a  xmWM 
[H.  K  Doc*]  41 
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the  auditor  general,  su^iestiog  sQch  an  amendment  of  the 
hition  empowering  him,  in  oonjunction  with  the  state  treasuror 
and  secretary  of  state,  to  settle  with  this  institution,  as  woald 
protect  our  charter,  alleffiag,  among  other  reasons,  that  the 
•proposed  alteration  would  enable  the  stockholders  to  offer  the 
state  an  equivalent  therefor,  if  permitted  to  retain  it  upon  cer- 
tain conditions  therein  stated. 

To  this  note  was  appended  the  draft  of  a  resolution  adaplod 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

The  letter  was  written  hastily,  during  the  session  of  the 
board,  and  was  not  intended  for  transmission  to  the  legislature, 
but  merely  to  designate  the  alteration  desired,  to  the  auditor 
general,  and  the  form  of  a  resolution  was  added,  to  do  this 
clearly,  and  save  that  officer  trouble. 

We  beg  you  to  assure  the  honorable  house  of  representatives 
that  we  were  quite  unconscious  of  any  impropriety  in  the  mode 
of  our  application,  and  trust  they  will  do  us  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve that  no  improper  intention  could  have  existed  after  the 
Tery  Uberal  disposition  manifested  in  our  favor,  upon  their  part. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  PORTER,  PresidaU. 
Far  the  board  of  Direciors* 


[No.  41.] 


Report  of  the  Select  Committee  relative  to  the  sala- 
ry of  the  Governor,  &c. 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  entitled 
"  A  bill  to  regulate  the  salary  of  the  governor,  and  for  other 

Eurposes,"  after  due  deliberation,  have  agreed  to  report  the 
ill  back  to  the  house  wilTiout  amendment,  and  recommend  its 
passage.  In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  the  committee  have 
been  mfluenced  by  a  strong  desire,  (in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases 
coming  within  the  scope  of  their  duties,)  to  render  certain,  so 
far  as  possible,  the  power  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  any 
officer  of  the  government,  as  also  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  which  such  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  for  services 
rendered  the  state.  In  considering  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
tile  committee  have  had  their  attention  particularly  directed  to 
the  often  mooted  and  perplexing  question  of  the  settJement  of 
claims  preferred  by  the  lieutenant  governor  for  services  ren- 
dered as  acting  governor,  in  the  absence  of  the  executive  frooi 
the  state*    The  often  recurrence  of  such  cases  for  the  last 
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three  years,  would  seem  to  demand  at  the  hands  of  the  legb- 
latare,  some  definite  action,  such  as  contempkted  by  the  pro- 
vitioDs  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  further  provides  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  creating 
the  office  of  private  secretary  to  the  governor.  The  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  office  is  unnecessary,  and  cannot  be 
considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  mere  sinecure,  and  in 
no  wise  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  gOYemment.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  influenced 
by  a  sincere  desire  to  lop  off  every  needless  expense  compati- 
ble with  justice  and  the  best  interests  of  the  state,  your  com* 
mittee  recommend  the  repeal  of  the  above  recited  act 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  RENWICK, 
"^  Chairman, 


[No.  42.] 

Report  of  the  Honorable  Rix  Robinson,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Internal  loiprovemeot. 

Office  of  Internal  Improvement,  ) 
Detroit,  February  24,  1840.      ] 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  honorablo 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  21  st  instant,  the  board  of 
internal  improvement  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report: 

That  none  of  the  agents  of  the  public  under  their  control, 
or  in  their  employ,  "  have  recently  absconded,  or  attempted  to 
abscond,  having  embezzled  or  misappropriated  any  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,"  within  the  knowledge  of  trie  board. 

That  Thomas  Clarke,  late  a  collector  of  lolls  on  the  central 
railroad,  at  Ann  Arbor,  has  recently  been  detected  in  account- 
ing for  a  less  amount  of  the  public  moneys,  than  he  has  re- 
cei'ed. 

That  the  board,  through  the  attorney  general,  have  com- 
menced the  necessary  legal  prosecutions  against  said  Clarke, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys,  thus  unaccounted  for  by  him. 

The  board  would  hlso  state,  that  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  any  legal  prosecution,  said  Clarke  executed  a  deed  to 
the  state  treasurer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  of  a  house  and 
sundry  village  lots  in  the  village  of  Ypsilanti,  and  also  placed 
in  the  hands  of  an  agent  of  the  state,  an  obligation  against  an 
individual  residing  in  that  place;  this  property  and  obligation 
are  estimated  to  be  worth  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars. 
An  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RIX  ROBINSON,  President, 
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[No.  43.] 
Special  Message. 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

Gentlemen — I  have  received  from  the  authorities  of  New 
Jersey,  authenticated  copies  of  certain  joint  resolutions,  which . 
have  passed  the  legislature  of  that  state.     They  relate  to  the 
extraordinary  exclusion  from  their  seats  in  congress,  of  five  of 
the  six  representatives,  to  which,  by  the  fundaioental  principles 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  New  Jersey  is  certainly 
entitled.     Conformably  with  the  .request  of  that  legislaiurei  I 
herewith  submit  those  resolutions  to  you,  and  I  commend  them 
to  your  most  grave  and  serious  consideration.     If  it  be  the  na* 
tural  tendency  of  our  great  central  government,  as  many  wise 
statesmen  have  feared,  to  add  to  its  strength  as  it  progresses  in 
years;  and,  as  it  becomes  habituated  to  the  exercise  of  power^ 
gradually  to  become  regardless  of  right,  then  is  it  most  true 
that  the  weaker  parts  of  the  general  system,  that  the  just 
rights  of  states  can  be  preserved  only,  at  the  expense  of  con- 
stant vigilance.     We,  gentlemen,  represent  the  rights  and  the 
interest,  the  dignity  and  the  independence  ;  we  are  the  ap- 
pointed guardians  of  one  of  the  integral  and  component  parts 
of  this  great  nation.     We  must  not  remain  silent  and  unmoved, 
while  a  power  is  being  assumed,  and  a  precedent  is  being  ha- 
zarded by  the  natural  authorities,  whose  ultimate  tendency  may 
be,  fatally  to  disturb  the  harmonies  of  our  complicated  system, 
or  to  bring  into  danger  all  that  is  most  estimable  in  our  institu- 
tions. 

The  treasure,  the  utmost  strength,  the  best  blood  of  our 
fathers  were  expended  in  obtaining  the  freedom  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  common  country.  The  learning,  the  wisdom^ 
and  the  unsullied  patriotism  of  our  ancestors,  combined  to  de- 
vise and  establish  forms  of  state  government  of  unequalled  ex- 
cellence, and  through  the  smiles  of  a  benignant  and  approving 
Providence,  the  great  work  of  the  revolution  was  crowned  by 
onr  blessed  union.  To  us,  their  children,  in  common  with  the 
fellow  citizens  of  the  other  states,  this  union,  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  seals  it,  all  these  great  blessings 
were  committed  for  preservation  and  protection.  Nothing  can 
excuse  a  neglect  of  the  sacred  trust ! 

^  How  far  the  grievance  set  out  in  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  I  communicate  to  you,  involves  principles  of  so  vi- 
tal consequence,  I  respectfully  refer  to  your  deliberate  atten- 
tion and  considerate  judgment. 

That  you  may  the  more  conveniently  review  the  whole  sub- 
ject, I  likewise  herewith  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
specjal  message  of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  with  the  docu- 
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mentftry  matter  appended  to  it  These  exhibit  as  WeB  the 
Teaioning  as  the  facts,  upoo  which  the  action  of  the  legislature 
was  founded.  Though  not  specially  requested  to  present  these. 
dooumentSy  also,  to  you,  jret  the  statement  they  contain,  and 
4he  earnest  and  dignified  view,  which  is  there  taken  by  the 
governor  of  New  Jersey,  present  a  case  so  imposing  that  I 
cssmot  doubt  the  pVopriety  of  making  that  also  a  subject  of  this 
official  OMnmunication  to  yon.  And  if,  upon  a  calm  and  care* 
fol  conwderation  of  this  subject,  you  should  be  of  the  opinion 
that  wrong  has  been  dooe^  that  a  wound  upon  the  dignity  and* 
honor  of  that  vaterabie  and  examplary  state  has  been  sought 
to  be  inflicted,  the  course  of  duty  seems  clearly  indicated  ;  it 
ia  that  in  terms  tempered  by  a  forbearance  and  respect,  be- 
coming a  young  and  feeble  member  of  the  confederacy,  but 
yet,  with  the  nwnly  frankness  which  belongs  to  the  reprcsen* 
tatives4>f  a  ^*free  and  sovereign  state,"  you  remonstrate  against 
the  injustice  done,  that  you  protest  against  a  precedent  so  re^ 
plete  with  danger  to  the  interest  and  the  safety  of  the  union ; 
and  that  you  cause  your  sentiments  to  be  made  known  in  asi 
appropriate  but  respectful  n)anner,  to  the  congress  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States,  and  placed  also  among  the  archives  of  onr  ttster 
states* 

WM.  WOODBRIDGE. 
Executive  Office,  FAruary  21^  1840. 


Siaie  nf  JWid  Jersey. 

*■ 

Executive  Department,      4 
.    TrenlOHj  January  24, 1840.  )     . 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mew  Jer* 
•ay,  at  their  present  session,  and  to  request  that  you  will  lay 
the  same  before  the  legislature  of  the  state  over  which  you 
prsside. 

With  high  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PENNINGTON, 
Ocnbemor  of  Jfem  Jersey* 
7b  His  Excellency  ike  QcMrner  ofJUickigan, 


7b  the  hegislatiee  Council  a$ul  General  Jhsemhly  of  the  Siatf 

of  Mw  Jersey: 

GBNTLcaiRif — ^I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  y  recent- 
ly made  to  me  from  Washington,  by  five  of  the  members  of 
•ongress  from  tins  statOi  announcing  that  they  have  been  ex- 
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dnded  from  their  seats  in  the  house  of  representatives,  asd  in 
Ibe  most  extraordinary  manner.  I  present  it  to  you  with  feel- 
ings of  the  most  painful  regret,  that  an  event  should  have  oc* 
curred  so  calculated  to  disturb  the  friendly  relations  which  haro 
hitherto  subsisted  between  this  state  and  the  federal  legiriature. 
And  in  this  feeling  you  will,  I  am  sure,  fully  participate. 

By  this  violent  proceeding,  the  authority  of  the  state  has 
been  treated  with  contempt,  and  she  is  despoiled  of  one  of  her 
most  precious  constitutional  rights.  Without  indulging  any 
€fxpression  of  the  natural  feelings  which  the  occasion  is  so  welt 
suited  to  inspire,  and  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  of 
the  executive  to  communicate  fully  with  the  legislature  in  a 
case  which  so  intimately  affects  the  interests  of  the  people,  and 
the  reputation  and  sovereignty  of  the .  state,  I  coounend  the 
subject  to  your  prompt  and  serious  consideration. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  power  of  hold- 
ing elections  for  representatives  in  congress,  the  times,  places 
and  manner,  are  expressly  reserved  to  the  states,  untii  they 
are  altered  by  a  law  of  congress.  Accordingly,  this  state,  in 
common  with  overy  other  member  of  the  Union,  has  made  jfull 
provision  on  the  subject*  Our  laws  prescribe  when  and  where 
the  election  shall  be  held,  how  the  result  shall  be  ascertained, 
and  by  whom  the  oommission  shall  be  granted.  This  commis- 
sion under  the  seal  of  the  state,  gives  to  the  holder  a  righl  in 
the  first  instance  to  be  sworn,  and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house.  Thus  far,  the  power  of  the  state  authorities 
are  complete,  and  cannot  be  intercepted  by  any  authority 
known  to  the  constitution.  It  was  seen,  however,  by  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  constitution,  that  cases  might  arise  in  which,  from 
a  non-compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  states,  or  by  frauds  in 
the  election,  the  person  holding  the  commission  would  not,  in 
justice  and  equity,  be  entitled  to  the  seat.  The  provision, 
therefore,  was  wisely  made,  that  each  house  of  congress  shall 
have  the  right  to  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  members.  But  you  will  observe  that  they  must 
first  become  a  kouse  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution.  It 
could  never  have  been  intended  that  a  body  of  individuals  as- 
aembling  at  Washington,  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
congress,  before  they  are  organized  or  even  sworn,  and  before* 
the  necessary  officers  are  chosen  to  preserve  order,  stiould  he 
deemed  a  house  of  representatives.  When  they  become  duly 
organized,  and  not  before,  the  house  is  constituted  **  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members.'' 
It  may  then,  on  application  of  others,  claiming  a  better  right, 
investigate  fully  the  title  of  any  member  to  his  seat  It  is  then 
competent  to  inquire  into  the  elections,  to  receive  evidence, 
■end  for  persons  and  papers,  look  itito  the  returns,  conreot  ir- 
regularities and  frauds,  and  to  do  whatever  else  imay  b»  i>eo«^ 
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mry  to  enable  it  to  ^^  judge"  whether  the  persons  holding  the 
cooQoiissions,  or  the  claimants,  have  been  only  elected  by  the 
people.  By  this  course  of  proceeding,  no  state  can  be  unre- 
presented,  and  any  injustice  or  informality  that  may  arise  froin 
the  ioiperfect  or  irregular  operation  of  the  state  laws  may  be 
corrected. 

It  IS  no  part  of  our  complaint,  therefore,  that  the  house  of 
representatives  should,  when  organized,  investigate,  and  inve»- 
tigate  thoroughly,  the  qualifications  and  pretentions  of  its  mem- 
bers. That  it  possesses  the  power  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  has 
alone  that  power,  has  never  been  doubted  or  denied.  But  it 
is  the  attempt  of  an  unorganized  body  of  men  to  exercise  this 
high  prerogative,  without  the  forms  of  law,  of  which  we  com- 
plain, and  which  act  can  be  characterized  only  as  a  monstrous 
usurpation.  It  was  by  a  summary  proceeding  of  this  sort  thai 
New  Jersey  has  been  deprived  of  five-sixths  of  her  represen- 
tation in  congress.  The  title  of  the  five  representatives  who 
have  thus  been  excluded  without  a  hearing,  without  investiga- 
tion, and  without  even  so  much  as  the  form  of  a  trial,  has  not 
been  impeached  in  any  respec^  whatever,  and  they  now  stand 
dothed  with  precisely  the  same  powers,  and  are  entitled  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  to  equal  privileges  with  the  men  by 
whose  concurrence  they  have  been  excmded.  What  other 
views,  can  we  take  of  this  case  than  as  an  insult  offered  direct- 
ly to  the  state,  whose  commissions  these  gentlemen  bear,  and 
a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  1 

This  proceeding  is  materially  aggravated  by  the  fact,  that 
ihe,ho(«ie  is  engaged  in  the  transaction  of  business  which 
deeply  concerns  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  the  same  as  if  they 
•wefe  fully  represented,  A  large  appropriation  of  the  public 
OQoneys  has  already  been  made  without  regard  to  the  claims  of 
tills;  state  to  a  voice  on  the  subject  With  the  same  propriety, 
the  representatives  from  the  other  states  who  have  conspired 
to  exclude  Ne!w  Jersey  thus  far,  from  her  proper  participation 
in  the  business  of  the  house,  may  go  on  without  ner  consent 
to  appropriate  the  public  revenues,  alienate  her  tiUe,  (sealed 
with .  the  best  blood  of  the  revolution,)  in  the  public  domain, 
•or  i|ivolve  us  in  all  the  consequences  of  a  disastrous  system  of 
finance^  As  a  precedent,  it  is  fraught  with  the  greatest  mischief, 
and  if  the  positions  which  have  been  assumed^  are  to  prevail 
the  very  first  principle,  and  the  only  security  of  a  repreisenta* 
tive  government  will  have  been  subyerted.  It  will  then  always 
-be; in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  role,  since  the  mere  act  of 
qoeiitioning'the  title  of  members  deprives  them  of  their  seats* 
K  is  believed  that  the  case  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  legislation.  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  no  example  of  the 
Und  can  be  found  in  the  history  of  any  state  legtslaturoi  in  the 
usages  of  cangreM^  or  the  British  pajrUanwit. 


S&8  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

*  The  case  is  not  at  all  affected  by  the  well  known  foct^  thraya 
understood  and  recognized,  that  there  is  a  grave  question  as  to 
five  of  the  seats  from  Ne\f  Jersey,  to  be  setti&d  ultimately 
by  congress.  There  are  two  jeturns  from  townships,  whidi 
under  the  laws  of  the  state,  could  not  be  counted  by  the  state 
officers.  Whether  they  are  such  as  should  be  counted  by  con- 
gress, (which  has  a  very  difierent  power  over  them  from  offi* 
cers  acting  under  the  positive  directions  of  the  statute  of  the 
state,)  is  a  question  for  the  house  to  settle.  There  is  still  anoth* 
er  and  more  important  question  remaining,  growing  out  of 
frauds  alledged  to  have  been  committed,  not  by  mistake  or 
oversight,  but  by  a  systematic  plan  to  allow  aliens*  not  natu- 
ralized, the  privilege  of  voting.  As  to  one  of  the  disputed 
townships,  we  are  not  left  to  eonjecture  on  this  point,  for  you 
will  remember  that  the  fact  was  cbarly  ascertained  by  an  open 

•  examination  before  the  lemslature  last  year.  I  pretend  not  ta 
know,  and  if  I  did,  should  think  myself  not  warranted  in  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  as  to  which  of  the  two  parties  claiming 
the  electioti^  will  appear  on  a  full  and  final  examination,  en* 
titled  to  the  seats,  and  have  no  other  desire  than  that  justice 
should  be  done.  But  all  this  has  no  just  bearing  on  the  case  be- 
fore us.  It  constitutes  no  ground  of  justification  for  that 
violent  ex-parte  proceeding  by  which  the  case  wai  prejudged^ 
^nd  the  state  left  with  but  a  single  representative  on  the  floor 
of  congress. 

What  werB  the  pretexts  for  this  act  t  The  claimants  produee 
a  certificate  from  the  secretary  of  state,  of  certain  estimates 
and  returns,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  if  the  retuvns  frooi 
two  townshipn  in  the  state,  which  were  rejected  returns,  and 
never  forwarded  to  the  governor,,  had  been  eounted,  there 
would  be  a  majority  of  votes  for  the  claimants.  This  certifi* 
oate  possesses  no  authority  whatever.  It  does  not  relate  to 
any  paper  or  record  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
«tate  and  was  issued  without  the  authority  of  law.  It  migbt 
As  well  have  certified  a  private  letter  or  a  column  of  a  newt* 
paper.  In  the  absence  of  a  more  convenient  place  of  deposite,. 
it  has  been  customary  for  the  goyernor  to  lo(%e  executive 
papers  in  the  secretary's  office  for  safe  keeping,  and  thatprac- 
Jtice  was  followed  in  the  present  instance;  but  tliey  form  no 
f«rt  of  the  files  or  records  of  his  oftce. 

Is  it  alleged  that  any  law  of  the  state  was  yiohted  in  the 
manner  of  awarding  the  certificates?  There  is  your  statute 
book,  and  by  it  the  governor  and  couneit  are  directed  to  make 
dp  the  result  from  the  derk^s  returns,  and  from  tkem  alone; 
and  the  commissions  were  awarded  after  a  carefel  estimate 
of  the  reitnms  from  all  the  clerks  in  the  state.  Without  a 
violatioii  of  the  law  and  of  my  official  oath,  without  passiog 
by  the  advice  of  the  coeoeili  and  ditf^faj^iUng  tbe  unviryiDg 
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pratatioe  under  tha  law  frpm  its  enactment*  no  other  course 
couM  h:tvo  been  adopted.  I  take  rny  stand  by  the  side  of  the 
lavvs.of  the  land;  and  amid  t!ie  storms  of  party,  seek  no  other 
ffecurity  than  an  approving  conscience  and  a  firm  conviction  of 
having  faithfully  discharg^^d  my  duty.  But  I  have  the  further 
satisfaction  to  know  that  my  judgment  has  been  fully  confirmed 
by  you,  gentlemen,  and  by  the  people  of  the  state.  But  sup« 
pose  it  were  otherwise  f  Do  you  hold  your  executive  irespon- 
sible  for  his  acts  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  ?  This 
wt>Qld  be  new  doctr  ne  for  an  independent  state.  I  am  alone 
responsible  for  my  public  acts,  let  me  say,  to  the  legislature 
ana  the  people  or  my  own  state;  and  I  deny  all  right  to  pass 
upon  them  officially  by  any  Qther  earthly  power.  Whether, 
therefore,  the  decisions  in  grunting  the  certificates  was  right 
or  wrong,  con^jress,  at  ail  events,  is  bound  to  receive  the  cre- 
di^ntials  thus  furnished,  as  the  mandate  of  the  state  to  them, 
that  they  admit  thsir  representatives  to  their  seals,  until  othors 
ean  show  a  better  title. 

I  have  tlius  presented  to  you  my  views  of  this  case.  I  find 
in  it  no  palliatinjGf  circu  nstances — ^nothing  but  a  most  unpro^ 
yoked  violation  of  our  rights  as  a  state,  and  impeachment  of 
our  character  as  a  people.  What  action  you  may  think  proper 
.to  take  upon  it,  must  be  left  to  your  judgment  and  sound  dis- 
cretion. As  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  you 
best  know  their  feelings  and  their  wishes.  If  there  be  not  a 
deep  and  settled  feeling  of  injury  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
I  have  not  properly  appreciated  their  character.  It  is  not 
among  the  least  alarming  features  of  the  rase,  that  the  ques- 
tion has  always  been  carried  against  the  rights  of  New  Jersey 
by  a  party  vote. 

I  trust,  gentlemen,  you  will  vindicate  the  abased  honor  and 
violated  rights  of  the  state  in  firm  and  manly  tones — th'^t  you 
will  enter  your  solenin  protest  before  the  country,  against  the 
usurped  powers  of  congress,  and  call  upon  them,  even  now, 
X6  reconsider  and  reverse  an  act  which  can  only  tend  to 
aliediate  the  feelings  of  a  state  amon:;  the  most  devoted  to  the 
JJnion. 

I  w:ou1d  now,  and  forever,  deny  the  power  of  congress  to 
bind  this  state  by  her  acts,  while  she  denies  us  a  representation 
in  that  body.  There  will  be  but  one  feeling  with  your  sister 
states;  they  camot  but  see,  in  this  act  towards  New  Jersey, 
what  miy  be  their  own  fate,  whenever,  for  party  purposes,  the 
liHc  action  towards  them  shall  seem  expedient.  They  should 
b^  called  on  to  declare  their  opinions  on  the  powers,  now  for 
the jfirst  time  asserted  on  the  floor  of  congress. 

While  I  am  satisfied  that,  consulting  the  wounded  feelings 
of  the  people,  you  cannot  reprobate,  in  too  st**ong  terms,  tb^ 
whole  of  this  proceeding  as  unconstitutional,  illegal  and  void, 
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880  HOUSK  DOCUMENTS. 

I  would  still  desire  that'  you  may  be  led  into  no  violent  or  in- 
discreet action.  The  people  of  New  Jersey  are  friends  to 
their  country,  and  will  abide  by  her  fortunes  for  weal  or  for 
woe.  I  would  see  you  take  counsel  from  your  patriotism,  as 
well  as  from  your  feelings,  knowing  that  it  is  always  more 
noble  to  suffer  wrong  than  to  do  wrong,  and  in  the  hope  that 
the  day  will  yet  come  when  our  public  coundls  will  be  guided 
by  men  who  will  regard  the  constitution,  the  laws,  the  rights 
of  the  states,  and  the  peace  and  harmony  of  their  country. 

WM.  PENNINGTON. 
Ty^nton,  January y  14,  1840. 


Documents  accompanying  the  Message. 

3b  His  Ezcelleney,  William  Pbnnington, 

Qovernor  of  the  State  of  J^Tem  Jersey: 

May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

We,  the  undersigned,  representatives  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  beinff  excluded  from  the  perform- 
ance of  our  officiaf  duties,  in  vicMation  as  well  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  of  the  laws  and  rights  of 
our  own  state,  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  exceflency^ 
and  through  you,  to  the  legislature  and  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey, the  following  statement:  > 

Shortly  after  the  late  election  for  members  of  congress,  conn- 
missions  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  and  signed  by  your 
excellency,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  (marked  A.)  were  forr 
warded  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  us  severally,  constituting 
us  representatives  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  congress.  Although  fully  satisfied  that  the  decision 
which  had  awarded  them  to  us  was  not  only  correct,  but  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  unavoidable,  yet  being  apprised  that  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  election  of  officers  in  two 
townships  to  make  proper  returns,  their  votes  had  been  los^ 
we  thought  it  not  right  to  act  under  the  commissions,  unless 
assured  tnat  we  were  entitled  to  them  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
legal  votes  cast  in  that  state.  At  the  same  time  we  did  not 
feel  justified  in  refusing  them,  as  information  from  sources  en- 
titled to  respect,  had  induced  us  to  believe  that  we  had  such 
majority.  The  investigation  of  the  Cumberland  elfe'ction  by 
the  legislature,  soon  chanced  this  belief  into  certainty  with 
respect  to  one  of  our  number.  Knowing,  however,  that  the 
further  examination  requisite  to  determine  the  rights  of  the 
others,  would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty,  and  if  brought 
before  the  house,  with  great'  expense  and  delay  of  public  busi- 
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necB,  we  thought  it  best,  on  the  first  opportunity  after  our  com- 
missions came  into  effect,  to  make  our  late  competitors  an  of- 
fer 40  resign,  and  submit  the  question  to  the  people,  as  that 
could  be  done  at  the  annual  state  election  without  the  least  ad- 
ditional  trouble  or  expense.  This  offer  was  refused;  but  still 
anwiiliDg  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  position,  unless  satisfied  of 
the  equity  of  our  claim  in  addition  to  the  perfection  of  our  legal 
title,  we,  at  our  own  expense,  instituted  an  exaniioation;  and 
although  prevented  by  the  want  of  a  law  for  the  purpose,  and 
by  the  opposition  and  threats  of  those  interested  in  suppressing 
it,  from  getting  the  greater  part  of  the  evidence,  then  in  the 
form  of  depositions,  we  found  enough  to  assure  us  that  we 
could  prove  we  had  received  the  majority  of  the  legal  votes. 
After  this  we  could  no  longer  hesitate;  and,  in  obedience  to 
our  commissions,  took  our  seats  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  The  clerk  of  the  house  in 
the  last  congress,  in  conformity  with  the  usage  which  has  ob- 
tained for  many  years,  commenced  calling  the  roll  of  members 
from  the  several  states  in  their  order,  but  on  coming  to  New 
Jersey  called  Mr.  Randolph  only;  and  then  stated  ''that  there 
were  five  of  the  seats  belonging  to  representatives  of  this  state 
oontested;  and,  not  feeling  it  his  duty  to  decide  the  question  of 
a  right  to  them,  he  would,  if  such  a  course  should  be  approved 
by  the  house,  pass  oveivthe  remaining  names  until  the  other 
states  should  have  been  gone  through  with,  and  then  submit  the 
tfvidonoe  in  his  possession,  touching  the  rights  of  the  several 
claimants  to  seats  from  that  state."  Regarding  this  course  as 
insultins  to  our  state,  we  demanded  that  the  evidence  should 
be  read,  and  that  the  persons  producing  such  credentials  as 
were  required  by  the  Jaws  of  the  state,  should  be  called  in 
Aeir  proper  order.  A  debate  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which 
it  appeared  that  the  evidence  in  the  conflict  with  our  commis^ 
rions  was  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  of  New  Jersey,  stating  the  result  of  his  examination 
of  the  returns  of  the  county  clerks,  and  also  of  the  returns  of 
votes  from  the  two  townships  not  included  in  the  county  re- 
turns, and  which  he  alleged  to  be  on  file  in  his  office.  A  copy 
of  this  paper,  which,  however  worthless  in  itself,  should  be  pre- 
isterved  in  connection  with  the  event,  is  annexed,  (marked  B.) 

The  'derk  professed  to  regard  this  hearsay  statement  of  an 
tintfufhorized  individual,  as  at  least  equal  in  validity  to  the  high« 
est  kind  of  evidence  known  to  the  law,  the  testimony  of  a 
slafte  by  its  great  seal;  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  in  so 
doings  he  was  merely  the  tor>l  of  others,  ana  that  almost  the 
totit^  administration  party  in  the  house  would  sustain,  by  their 
Votes,  this  monstrous  assumption. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  session,  in  consequence  of  the 
t^eilt^^'feftMiit  to  put  any  question  but  that  of  adjournmeDt, 
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and  after  he  had  clearly  iatimated  that  he  would  not  comply 
with  the  written  request  of  a  majority  of  those  vvhoae  seat! 
were  not  disputed,  to  enrol  our  names,  the  honorable  John  Q. 
Adams  was  called  to  preside  in  the  meeting.  The  debate  wag 
then  continued  upon  a  resolution  directing  the  clerk  to  call  the 
namasof  those  holding  the  regular  and  legal  commissions  from 
the  executive  of  our  state,  which  was  sultsequeniiy  Inkl  upon 
the  table,  the  members  'having  in  the  meanwhile  decided  by  a 
small  majority,  that  even  on  a  collateral  question  our  Totet 
should  not  ixi  counted;  and  at  the  same  time»  by  an  unanimous 
vote,  repudiated  those  which  the  claimants  of  our  seats  had 
given. 

A  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Mr.  Rbett,  of  South  Caro* 
Una,  and  adopted,  *'  that  the  house  will  proceed  to  call  the 
names  of  gentlemen  whose  rights  to  seats  are  not  disputed  or 
contested;  and,  after  the  names  of  such  members  arc  called, 
and  before  a  speaker  is  elected,  they  shall,  provided  there  be 
a  quorum  of  such  present,  then  hear  and  adjudge  upon  the 
elections,  returns,  or  qualifications  of  all  claimants  (Mr.  Bay- 
lor and  Mr.  Ingersoll  excepted,)  to  seats  contested  upon  tlua 
floor.''  Believing  that  the  members  from  other  states^  before 
the  organization  of  the  house,  and  before  taking  the  oath  to 
support  the  constitution,  had  no  power  to  question  the  decision 
of  the  state  authorities,  and  that  ail  such  prof.-eeding8  were  ia 
direct  violation  of  the  conbtitution,  as  well  as  an  express  law 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  high*handed  outrage  upon  the  la  w% 
rights  and  dignity  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  we  presented, 
through  our  colleague,  Mr.  Randolph,  our  solemn  protest 
against  them;  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  ^marked  C.) 

A  resolution*  ofiered  by  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  **  that  the 
credentials  of  the  following  members.  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John 
P.  B.  Maxwell,  William  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and 
Thomas  Jones  Yorkc,  are  suflScicnt  to  entitle  them  to  take  their 
seats  in  the  house,  le:tving  the  question  of  contested  elvKrtioo  to 
be  afterwards  decided  by  the  house."  was  put  and  lost  by  a  tie 
vote  of  117  to  117.     After  several  other  resolutions  had  beee 

Eroposed  and  discussed,  but  no  decisive  vote  taken,  the  mem* 
ers  proceeded  to  the  election  of  speaker,  without  further  hear* 
ing  or  adjudging  upon  the  election  returns  or  qualifications  of 
the  claimants  to  the  contested  seats.  Thus  by  a  tie  vote  of 
a  minority  of  the  members  actually  present  on  the  foory  was 
the  testimony  of  a  state,  authenticated  in  the  most  solencia 
form,  set  aside,  without  proof,  without  trial,  in  defiance  of  woi* 
form  usage  and  of  the  clearest  provisions  of  the  oonatitution 
and  of  law;  the  laws  of  the  state  annulled,  and  she  4eprived 
of  almost  her  entire  representation  in  the  Imuse.  It  is  the  first 
outrage  of  the  kind  in  this  nation,  and  probably  the  first  tkat 
has  eveic  disfgraoed  the  history  of  a  regular  reproienlative  glH 
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vernment.  An  attempt  will  no'doabt  be  made  to  palliate  it  by 
the  plea,  that  had  all  the  votes  been  properly  returned  by  the 
officers  of  election,  our  opponents  would  have  had  a  majority. 
How  little  influence  this  really  had,  is  apparent  from  the  fact, 
that  Mr.  A  ay  lor,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  regular  dnd  legal 
credentials  of  his  state,  and  an  acknowledged  popular  majority 
of  nsore  than  seven  hundred,  escaped  the  same  trcafnneht  by  a 
vote  of  only  119  to  112,  with  all  our  votes  in  his  favor,  nnd 
only  three  of  the  claimants  for  our  seats  voting  against  him, 
though  his  exclusbn  was  not  necessary  to  secure  a  clear  ad« 
ministration  majority  in  the  house. 

We,  considering  the  whole  of  these  proceeding  unconstitu- 
tional and  void,  and  knowing  that  our  rights,  derived  from  the 
laws  of  our  state,  did  not  thus  depend  upon  the  will  or  caprice 
of  our  fellow  members;,  offered  our  votes  in  the  election  of 
speaker,  and  demanded  they  should  be  recorded;  and  after  the 
speaker  had  been  chosen,  and  the  other  members  sworn  in, 
presented  ourselves  to  him,  and  demanded  to  be  sworn.  The 
speaker  replied,  in  substance,  that  had  the  question  then  arisen 
de  nooo^  he  should  not  have  hesitated  to  administer  the  oath, 
but,  in  consequeaco  of  the  previous  proceedings,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  submit  it  to  the  house.  After  other  propositions 
had  been  discussed  and  withdrawn,  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Evans,  of  Maine,  •*  that  the  representatives  of  the  iwenty-sixth 
congress  of  the  United  States,  do  advise  and  request  tbe'spea* 
ker  to  administer  the  oath  required  by  law  to  the  five  ^ntie-* 
men  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  who  have  presented  creden- 
tials to  the  speaker,  and  demand  to  be  sworn,''  was  lost  by  a* 
vote  of  ]•  12  to  1 16.  For  a  more  perfect  detail  of  all  these  pro-' 
ceedra<?s  we  must  refer  fo  the  journals  of  the  house,  a  copy*  of 
which  will  be  forwarded  to  your  e^kcellency. 

Having  on  every  proper  occasion  assorted  the  rights  of  otir 
state,  and  of  ourselves  as  her  representatives,  and  ascertained 
that  even  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  will  not  change^ 
the  determination  of  the  majority,  we  think  it  useless  further  to 
press  our  claims  at  the  present  time.  Our  feelings  as  Jersey- 
men  strongly  urge  us  to  withdraw  at  once  from  a  body  which 
has  thus  disgraced  itself  in  attempting  to  degrade  our  state; 
which  has  denied  the  authority  of  her  laws,  refused  credence 
to  her  testimony,  and  trampled  upon  her  rights;  but  duty  for- 
bids as  to  leave  the  post  to  whk4i  our  commissions  have  called 
us,  until  compelled  by  power  which  we  cannot  resist^or  releiH 
sod  from  our  obligations  by  the  state  herpel£  We  are  stil^by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  New  Jer- 
sey^ her  representatives,  and  although  excluded  from  acting  as 
nicb  by  an  exercise  of  lawless  and  revolutionary  power,  it  is 
oiar  duty  to  maiotaia  our  places  and  assert  our  rights,  as  far  as 
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we  can,  wUboat  useless  controversy  and  embarrassment  to  the 
business  of  the  nation.  It  is  our  intention,  unless  the  right  is 
denied  to  us,  or  subjected  to  conditions  degrading  to  our  state 
or  ourselves,  to  produce  before  the  committee  of  elections,  when 
appointed,  evidence  to  show  that  we  received  a  majority  of 
the  legal  votes.  But  this  will  be  done  solely  as  an  act  of  duty, 
in  order  to  present  the  case  fairly  betbre  the  house  and  the 
country,  and  not  with  any  idea  of  influencing  the  result.  We 
have  no  such  expectations.  Those  who  thought  our  exclusion 
necessary  to  give  them  the  majority  will  feel  it  still  more  neces^ 
sary  to  secure  their  power.  Having  violated  the  constitution 
in  their  first  act,  and  decided  against  us  without  proof,  and  in 
defiance  of  conclusive  evidence  and  the  strongest  provisions  of 
law,  it  would  be  idle  to  hope  that  they  will  now  r^ard  the  ob- 
ligations oi  justice. 

It  b  proper  to  mention,  that,  after  the  debate  in  the  meeting 
of  the  members  had  continued  about  a  week,  we  received  a  let* 
ter  from  gentlemen  claiming  our  seats  proposing  that  we,  as 
well  as  they,  should  retire  ^om  our  seats,  and  wait  the  further 
order  of  the  house.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this 
proposition  was  at  once  refused;  but  in  order  fully  to  show  its 
character  and  the  reason  for  its  rejection,  the  correspondence 
is  annexed,  (marked  D.  and  £2.) 

Having  thus  submitted  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  most  flagrant  violation  of  state  rights,  which 
has  yet  occurred  in  the  Union;  and,  we  may  add,  the  most  ex- 
traordinarv  outrage  upon  law  and  constitutional  rights  ever 
QOmmitteo  in  a  representative  body  in  any  country,  not  in  ac- 
tual revolution;  permit  us  in  conclusion  to  say,  that  impressed 
with  the  iiigbest  responsibility  of  the  station  in  which  the  com- 
missions of  our  state  have  placed  us,  we  have  endeavored  faith- 
fully  and  conscientiously  to  discharge  its  obligations,  feeling 
that  duty  only  is  ours,  while  events  are  in  the  hands  of  Him 
who  Qontrols  the  destinies  alike  of  individuals  and  of  nations. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JNO.  B.  AYCRIGG, 
WM.  HALSTED, 
T.  JONES  YORKE, 
J.  P.  B.  MAXWELL, 
CHARLES  C.  STRATTON. 


House  op  REPRBSBitTATtVEB  op  U.  S. 
.  Washingtany  December  21,  1830. 
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(A.) 

C<ypy  of  Commissions  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Jfew 
jersey f  in  the  twenty-sixth  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

State  of  Jfew  Jersey. 

To  John  B.  Aycrigo,  Esquire^  of  the  county  of  Bergen,  greeting: 

It  appearing  to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  privy  council  thereof^  that  you  have  been  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  represent  the  said 
state  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  You,  the  said  John  B.  Aycrigg, 
are  therefore  commissioned  to  represent  the  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  during 
the  twenty-sixth  congress. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  great  seal  of  the  state  is 
hereunto  affixed. 

Witness^   William  Pennington,  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  at  Trenton,  this  first  day 
r     1       of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
*■  '    '-■       sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  (1838,)  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-third. 
(Signed,)  WM.  PENNINGTON. 

By  the  Covemor, 
(Signed,)        James  D.  Westoott,  Secretary  of  State* 

The  commissions  of  William  Halsted,  of  the  county  of  Mer- 
cer, John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  of  the  county  of  Warren,  Joseph  P. 
Randolph,  of  the  county  of  Monmouth,  Charles  C.  Stratton,  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  of  the 
county  of  Salem,  are  all  in  the  same  form  as  above,  the  address 
excepted. 


(B.) 

Ctfpy  of  paper  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  the  Seeretary  &f 

the  State  of  ^ew  Jersey: 

State  of  ^ew  Jersey f  ss. 

ly  James  D.  Westcott,  secretary  of  state  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey*  do  hereby  certify,  that  upon  a  careful  emmination  of 
all  the  returns  made  by  the  several  clerks  of  the  respective 
counties  in  said  state,  and  filed  in  my  office,  and  also  return  of 
voles  given  in  the  townships  of  South  Amboyt  in  the  county  <|f 
Middlesex,  and  of  Millville,  in  the  county  of  Oumberlafid,  veri- 
fied by  the  affidavits  of  the  several  township  officers  of  ele^ 
tion  in  said  townships,  respectively^  which  said  township  re- 
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turns  were  not  included  in  the  returns  of  the  clerks  of  said 
counties  of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland^  and  whicii  were  di* 
rected  to  be  filed  by  the  governor,  and  now  remain  on  file  in 
my  office,  of  the  election  of  members  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  twenty-?ixth  congress,  held 
on  the  ninth  and  tenth  days  of  October,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  it  appears  that  Philemon 
l)ickerson  received  28,453  votes*  Manning  Force  28,314  voles, 
Peter  D.  Vroom  28,492  votes,  Daniel  B.  Ryail  28,441  votes, 
William  R.  Cooper,  28,455  votes,  Joseph  Kille  28,426  votes, 
John  B.  A^crig^  28,294  votes,  John  P.  B.  MaxweH  28,883 
votes,  Wi  Hiam  Haisted  28.337  votes,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  28^- 
427  votes,  Charlos  C.  Stratton  28,396  votes,  and  Thonias 
Jones  Yorke  28,321  votes;  and  by  which  it  appears  that  at  the 
said  election,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Peter  D.  vroom,  Daniel  B, 
Ryall,  William  R.  Cooper,  Joseph  KiHe  and  Joseph  F.  Ran- 
dolph, received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given 
in  the  state  of  New  Jers'jy,  for  representatives  of  said  state  in 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the 
United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 

and  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Tren- 

r     1       ton,  in  the  said  state,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  Oo- 

•   I  '    'J       tober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

himdred  and  thirty-nine,  (1839,)  and  of  the  inde- 

J>endenoe  of  the  Unitud  States  the  sixty-fourth. 
,  _      ,)  JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT. 


[C] 

Copy  of  Protest 

We,  the  undersigned,  representatives  of  the  state  of  Ne^ 
Jersey,  duly  commissioned  as  such,  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
of  the  said  state,  having  been  in  part  excluded  from  our  privi« 
leges  in  this  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, deem  it  our  duty  to  place  before  this  body  and  the 
country  our  views  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  our  state  and 
of  ourselves,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  meeting. 
"  We,  therefore,  affirm,  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  here  assembled,  and  of  the  wfaofe 
American  people,  the  truth  of  the  following  propositianss< 

1.  That,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  each  stSKle 
has  the  power  to  prescribe  by  law,  the  time,  place  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  for  its  own  representatives  in  congress; 
which  power  includes  the  right  of  prescribing  the  timei  place 
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and  manner  of  ascertaining  and  making  known  the  resolt  lo 
congress  and  the  world. 

2.  •  That  the  determination  of  the  state  authorities,  aiithenti* 
eated  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  state  laws,  is  the  only 
evidence  of  the  election  of  members  of  the  house  of  repro* 
aentatives  whi-ch  can  be  received  prior  to  the  organization  of 
the  house,  and  is  final  and  conclusive  until  reversed  by  the 
bouse  itself,  duly  organized. 

d«  That  no  one  who  cannot  produce  the  evidence  of  his  eleo> 
lion  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  his  state,  is  entitled  to  take  m 
•e^t  in  the  house  of  representatives;  and  no  one  who  does  pro>- 
duce  such  evidence  can  be  excluded  before  an  investigation  by 
the  house,  vnthout  a  gross  violation  of  the  cunstitution  of  th# 
United  States,  and  the  rights  of  the  states  themselves. 

4.  That  the  house  of  representatives  cannot  be  constltotioii^ 
ally  organized,  nor  a  quorum  formed,  until  ail  the  states  of  the- 
anion  nsve  had  an  opportunity  to  appear  by  all  their  represen* 
tatives,  and  that  a  constitutional  quorum  is  not  merely  a  ms^ 
jority  of  the  representatives  elect  after  the  arbitrary  exclusion 
of  other  members  on  any  pretext  whatever,  but  a  majority  of 
all  the  members  from  all  the  states,  after  each  state  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  appear  by  her  representatives,  and  to  consti- 
tute  a  part  of  that  quorum. 

6.  That  the  body  here  assembled,  having  no  judtcia)  powters» 
possessing  no  means  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  not 
legally  authorized  to  examine  witnesses  under  oath,  and  ex- 

Eressly  forbidden  by  law  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  any 
usiness  before  the  house  is  organized  and  the  oath  to  support 
the  constitution  administered  to  its  members,  cannot  exercise 
the  highest  judicial  function  belonging  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, that  of  reviewing  and  reversing  the  decisions  of  the 
state  authorities  :n  relation  to  their  own  elections;  and  that  its 
only  power  is,  to  require  the  persons  appearing  here  as  mem- 
bersi  to  produce  the  credentials  prescrioed  by  the  laws  of  their 
respective  states. 

6.  That  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  having  by  law  prescribed 
the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elections,  and  also  the 
time,  place  and  manner  of  making  known  the  result;  and  hav- 
ing for  this  purpose  selected  the  highest  kind  of  evidence  known 
to  the  constitution,  to  the  common  law,  to  the  parliamentary 
law,  and  to  the  law  of  nations,  a  commission  under  her  great 
seal,  and  signed  by  the  executive,  has  thus  made  known  to 
congress  and  the  wbrld,-  that  we  are  her  representatives  in  the 
twenty-sixth  congress. 

This  body/  having,  in  derogation  of  the  principles  above  af- 
firmed, refused  in  part  to  recognize  our  credentials,  and  tlu^t 
i]^n  the  authority  of  a  paper  which,  emanating  from  an  officer 
[H.  R.  Doc]  43 
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oot  reooffoized  by  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  regulating  elecs 
tioDs,  and  therefore  not  under  the  sanction  of  an  official  oath^ 
staling  merely  inferences  from  other  papers,  themselves  not 
evidence,  being  ex-par te  affidavits,  taken  without  authority  of 
law,  and  without  notice  to  us,  and  proved  by  the  law  itself  to 
be  false  upon  its  face,  could  not  be  received  as  proof  of  the 
facts  it  asserts,  in  any  court  of  record  in  the  union;  and  an  ior 
tention  being  manifested  to  carry  farther  this  insult  to  our  state, 
and  to  consummate  the  outrage  upon  her  rights,  by  excluding 
OS,  her  representatives,  from  taking  part  in  the  organization  «* 
the  house,  we,  in  the  name  of  our  state  and  of  ourselves,  and  ia 
behalf  of  our  common  country,  and  of  all  other  states,  whose 
rights  are  outraged  in  the  violation  of  ours,  do  most  solemnly 
protest  against  any  such  usurpation  of  power  by  this  body,  and 
do  utterly  disclaim  its  right  to  do  an  act  which  will  be  a  bolder 
and  more  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  laws  and  rights  of  the  states  themselves^ 
than  has  ever  yet  been  attempted  Ip  this  country. 

JOHN  B.  AYCRIGG, 
CHARLES  C.  STRATTON, 
J.  P.  B.  MAXWELL, 
WILLIAM  HALSTED, 
T.  JONES  YORKE- 
Wa$hingtan^  December  1%  lS3ik 


(D.) 
Copy  of  Letter. 

Hall  of  Representatives^  December  9,  1838. 

Gentlemen — As  the  house  of  representatives  have  now 
been  delayed  for  more  than  a  week  by  our  several  clainrvs  to 
seats  in  this  house,  as  you  claim  a  right  to  seats  on  this  floor, 
by  virtue  of  the  cofnmission  of  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  and  as  we  claim  the  same  right,  by  reason  of 
our  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  of 
New  Jersey,  at  the  election  held  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1838,  for  members  of  congress  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress, as  this  house  have  the  constitutional  right  to  judge  of 
the  returns  as  well  as  of  the  elections  and  qualifications  of  itg 
members;  and  as  we  believe  that  it  is  in  conformity  with  par- 
liamentary usage  and  with  propriety,  that  upon  Questions  of 
this  kind  the  parties  whose  rights  arc  effected  should  not  vote, 
we  now  propose  that,  waiving  for  the  present  the  question  of 
right,  and  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  house  from  its  pre- 
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sent  embarrassment,  we  do  all  retire  from  onr  seaCsj  and  iveit 
the  further  order  of  the  house. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  with  respect, 

PH.  DICKERSON, 
P.  D.  VROOM, 
JOSEPH  KILLE, 
WM.  R.  COOPEIt, 
DANIEL  B.  RYALL. 
7b  J.  B.  Atcrioo,  Esq.,  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Esq.,  Wm.  Hal^ 
•TBOy  Eisq.f  Chas.  Stratton,  Esq.,  T.  J.  Yorkej  JEsq, 


(E.) 
Copy  of  Jlnswer. 

Washin^iony  December  9,  1839. 

Gentlemen — We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  dale,  and  assure  you  that  it  would  give 
ts  great  pleasure  to  relieve  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentativ^es  from  the  embarrassment  into  which  they  have  been 
thrown  by  the  unprecedented  course  adopted  by  the  clerk,  and 
sustained  by  his  friends,  could  we  do  so  without  sacrificing  the 
honor  of  our  slate,  the  dignity  of  her  laws,  and  the  respect  due 
to  her  officers. 

Permit  us,  gentlemen,  respectfully  to  ask,  whether  you  have 
fully  reflected  upon  the  consequences  of  adopting  your  propo- 
sition, that  waving  for  the  present  the  question  of  right  we 
shall  all  retire  from  our  seats  and  wait  the  further  action  of 
the  house. 

The  first  and  most  obvious  is,  to  exclude  five-sixths  of  the 
representation  of  New  Jersey  from  all  action,  not  only  in  the 
organization  of  the  house,  but  in  all  other  matters,  however 
vital  to  her  interest,  until  it  shall  please  the  majority  to  deter* 
mine  who  are  entitled  to  the  seats. 

Another  is,  that  while  the  acts  of  the  proper  authorities  irf 
other  states,  are  received  as  final  and  unquestionable,  those  of 
our  state  are  to  be  set  aside  upon  mere  presumption.  It  wouM 
also  be  surrendering  the  only  principle  upon  which  a  represent 
tative  body  can  be  organized,  that  of  reco&:nizing  as  final  and 
conclusive  in  the  first  instance,  the  act  of  the  delegating  pow- 
er duly  authenticated  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  And 
lastly,  it  would  be  a  fatal  precedent  for  New  Jersey;  we  say 
New  Jersey,  for  every  other  state  would  repudiate  it  with 
scorn.  It  would  be  established  by  no  act  of  their  representa- 
tives, and  they  would  never  acknowledge  its  validity  with 
respect  to  themselves;  New  Jersey,  alone,  bound  down  by  hef 
own  acty  must  bow  to  its  authority. 
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And  apon  whom  will  rest  the  odiam  of  such  d^radationl 
Not  upon  you.  Not  possessing  the  legal  credentials,  you  could 
not,'  by  parUamentary  usage,  take  the  seat  without  a  vote  of 
the  house,  even  if  we  were  to  relinquish  them,  and  theiefore 
incur  DO  responsibility  in  withdrawing;  but  we,  bearing  the 
comoiission  of  the  state,  are  bound  to  execute  its  duties,  or  at 
once  to  resign. 

We,  therefore,  consider  it  better,  far  better,  that  we  should 
be  excluded  by  an  arbitrary  and  illegal  act  of  others  than  vo- 
luntarily to  abandon  our  post  The  |  precedent  would  in  either 
case  be  a  fatal  one;  but  in  the  former,  fatal  alike  to  every  state^ 
and  each  would  feel  the  necessity  of  reversing  it,  while  in  the 
ktter  it  would  degrade  New  Jersey  alone. 

You  refer  to  parliamentary  usage,  as  sanctioning  the  course 
proposed,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  such  usage; 
•o  far  from  it,  we  find  every  precedent  against  it,  and  through- 
out this  long  discussion,  not  one  in  its  favor  has  been  referred 
lo. 

In  the  case  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  the  parties  voluntarily 
adopted  the  course  which  the  house  must  have  taken,  as  neither 
of  ttiem  had  the  legal  credentials;  and  that  of  Claiborne  and 
Gbolson,  those  gentlemen  retained  their  seats,  though  their 
credentials  were  irregular  upon  their  face;  in  both  cases  it 
was  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  had  the  credentials  been  in 
proper  form,  no  question  could  have  arisen;  and  until  such  a 
case  can  be  found,  we  feel  authorised  to  say,  that  no  question 
has  ever  been  made  in  such  a  case  until  the  present  time. 

You  allege  that  you  received  a  majority  oi  the  votes  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  at  the  late  congressional  election;  we, 
gentlemen,  also  claim  that  we  received  a  majority  of  the  volet 
of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  at  that  election,  and  upon  that 
ground  claim  to  be  their  representatives. 

The  people  of  the  state,  alone,  have  the  right  to  send  their 
representatives,  and  it  is  not  every  paper  smunled  into  the 
ballot-box  by  those  who  are  not  of  the  people  ofNew  Jersey, 
or  substituted  by  the  officers  of  election,  in  place  of  the  legal 
Totes  which  have  been  placed  there,  that  can  be  called  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  Her  votes  are  given  only  by 
kjr  own  citizens. 

We  have  presented  no  evidence  but  our  commissions,  be- 
cause  these,  and  nothing  bi/t  these,  can  be  received  before  the 
erganization  of  the  House.  But  were  these  the  only  evidence 
we  could  rely  upon,  we  should  have  presented  them  only  to 
resign  our  trust. 

Before  we  were  aware  that  the  law  had  awarded  these  com- 

Biissions  to  us,  we  were  informed  that  the  ballot-boxes  in  seve* 

ral  townships  had  been  the  subject  of  gross  frauds;  and  the 

examination  which  followed  in  our  legislature,  vritb  reipeot  te 
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one  of  them,  proved  thus  far,  the  truth  of  the  charge*  Aware, 
however,  of  the  difficulties  attending  such  an  examination  be* 
fore  congress,  we*  on  the  very  first  day  on  which  our  commit* 
gions  came  into  effect,  offered  to  resign  them  and  submit  the 
question  again  to  the  people,  in, the  hope  that  effective  mea« 
sures  would  be  taken  in  the  mean  time  to  secure  the  integrity 
of  the  ballot  boxes.  You  thought  it  your  duty  not  to  accede  to 
our  proposition,  and  to  resign  without  your  concurrence  would 
have  been  merely  to  present  the  same  questions  to  the  house 
in  a  more  embarrassing  form. 

All  that  remained  for  us,  therefore,  was  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  we  had  received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes,  that  we 
might  feel  justified  in  the  one  case  in  taking  our  seats,  and  iu 
the  other  in  surrendering  our  commissions  to  congress.  Our 
exammation  has  satisfied  us,  that  we  had  such  majority;  our 
course  is,  therefore,  clear,  and  while  we  shall  avoid  taking  any 
improper  advantage  of  our  position,  we  must  act  in  those  cases 
when  duty  requires  it. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  B.  AYCRIGG, 
JNO.  P.  B.  MAXWELU 
WM.  HALSTED, 
CHAS.  C.  STRATTON, 
T.  JONES  YORKE. 
To  Philemon  Dickersox*  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel  B.  Ry- 
ALL,  Wm.  R«  CooPBit,  Joseph  Kille,  Esqs. 

N.  B.  Ai  thii  ia  copied  from  the  rough  draft,  which  was  not  carafally  comfwred 
with  tho  letter  sent,  there  may  possibly  be  some  verbal  yariations,  though  it  is  be* 
lieved  to  be  accurate. 

Barnes  of  illegal  Voters  ai  the  congressional  election  in  1888, 

in  JV*eu?  Jersey. 

Peter  Uarrant,  Archibald  M'Cambridge,  Peter  Snyder,  Ca87 

Cr  Briel,  Louis  Reitz,  Frederick  Eberhardt,  William  Kalten- 
ck,  William  Bohrroan,  Frederick  Witte,  Nicholas  Hoffinan, 
Lewis  Schaum,  Aloys  Abenschoen,  Louis  Becker,  Constantine 
Voirvard,  WHliam  Kaltenback,  jun.,  Nicholas  Buckage,  James 
Murdock,  William  McCurdy,  Samuel  M cClure,  John  McCurdy, 
Daniel  Garret,  Michael  Schaum,  Peter  Rattoo,  Daniel  McAnall, 
Thomas  Hutton,  James  Hutton,  Hu^h  Richards,  Andrew  Cas* 
aady,  Harman  Yogading,  of  Cumberland  county,  Millville 
township,  aliens.  Levi  Davis,  George  Day,  William  Ireland, 
Cumberland  county,  Millville  township,  non-residents  in  county. 
Jacob  Hoover,  Walter,  Hartzog,  Cumberland  county,  Millville 
township,  had  not  paid  tax. 

John  Tash,  Henry  Wick,  Reuben  Abl)Ott,  Herman  Langley, 
William  Davidson,  Salem  county,  pittsgrove  township,  non*- 
veaidenta.    Josejdi  Wattaon,  George  Filer,  John  Starch,  Errid[ 
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Kalt8»  Salem  county,  Pittsgrove  township,  minors.  John  Bo* 
que,  Salem  county,  Pend's  Neck,  did  not  attend  the  poll. 
Phillip  Sullivan,  Sussex  county,  Wantage  township,  alien. 
James  Brink,  Sussex  county.  Wantage  township,  non-resident« 
Nathaniel  Odell,  Sussex  county.  Wantage  township,  a  good 
vote,  received,  and  afterwards  thrown  out  of  box.  WilJiam 
Wallen,  Sussex  county,  Byram  township,  minor.  Andrew 
Rush,  Sussex  county,  Frankford  township,  minor.     Michael 

Lawler,  Patrick  Rider, Parks, Parks,  Sussex  coan- 

ty,  Vernon  township,  aliens.  Samuel  A.  Price,  Sussex  coun- 
to,  Frankford  township,  minor. 

Hugh  W.  Holaway,  Lewis  Mackey,  John  C.  King,  Thomas 
Price,  Warren  county,  Oxford  township,  not  residents  one  yedr 
in  county.  Herbert  Smith,  Warren  county,  Greenwich  town- 
ship, a  pauper.  Hu^h  Randall,  Christopher  Bowers,  jun., 
Thomas  Warner,  Warren  county,  Greenwich  township,  legal 
voters  rejected.  Francis  Anthony,  Warren  county,  Indepen* 
dence  township,  alien.  William  Gulick,  Warren  county, 
Mansfield  township,  not  resident. 

John  Gaffany,  William  McCartie,  Patrick  O'Neal,  Sussex 
county,  George  Stephens,  David  Welsh,  William  Brown,  Sus- 
sex county,  non-residents.  Dennis  Cochran,  George  Walker, 
Andrew  Kingsley,  John  Maloy,  Patrick  Fannel,  Daniel  Kela- 
glrer,  William  Euen,  Luke  Flood,  Abraham  N.  Cannor,  Daniel 
Titns,  James  Faly,  John  Murry,  Jeremiah  W.  Brown,  Sussex 
county,  Newton  township,  non-residents.  Josiah  Perry,  Uzal 
Devore,  Joseph  Dodder,  Warren  Wills,  Joel  Decker,  Madig')n 
Coyhendell,  Isaac  Van  Horn,  jun.,  James  Roof,  James  Wain- 
wright,  Joseph  White,  John  Perry,  James  Fredericks,  Lewns 
Mi  lion,  William  Helm,  Jacob  Roe,  Durand  Hcdden,  John 
Price,  Morris  Barber,  Robert  Heath,  Joseph  P.  Price,  Sussex 
county,  Newton  township,  non-residents.  Samuel  Hendershot, 
Philip  Van  Horn,  Robert  Gray,  Jacob  Roof,  jun.,  James  Roof, 
Sussex  county,  Newton  township,  minors.  Joseph  South, 
Beardsley  Gray,  Tiieophilus  Phillips,  Christian  Shawner,  Mar-* 
tin  Hendershot,  Sussex  county,  Newton  township,  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes.  Mor/is  Dennis,  Eustace  Brownhart,  Anthony 
Browne,  Edward  Blake.  William  Mallary,  Hugh  O'Brine^ 
Sussex  county,  Verner  township,  aliens.  William  Stevens, 
Nathan  S.  Nolen,  Henry  Weatherwalks,  Justice  McCoyi 
Charles  Wood,  Elijah  Lanning,  Francis  Logan,  Isaac  Logan^ 
Richard  Logan,  Frederick  Storms,  John  Butler,  John  Cronk, 
Wm.  H.  Weatherwalks,  Peter  Logan,  John  S.  Storms,  Sussex 
county,  Vernon  township,  non-residents.  Richard  C.  Roe, 
Elijah  Webb,  Sussex  county,  Hardiston  township,  minors. 
Canda  Car,  Robert  O.  Hand,  Isaac  Rake,  Niel  Brown,  James 
Whitford,  Robert  Christie,  Wm.  McQuord,  William  Caffrey, 
Moses  Sharp,  Nicholas  Sweeny,  John  Munson,  Daniel  Rock-* 
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well,  John  P.  Moffit,  John  Babcock,  William  Dunsenberry, 
Je«s6  Martin,  Henry  Martin,  Samuel  Cox,  Charles  Holmefl, 
Henry  Early,  Calvin  Sebolt,  Abert  Bremer,  Sims  Claik,  fcus- 
sex  county,  Uardiston  township,  non-residents.  W'm.  Long- 
street,  Mathias  D.  Games,  Sussex  county,  Hardiston  toM^nsfaip, 
paupers. 

Klias  Green,  Somerset  county,  Montgomery  township,  non- 
resident. Elias  Green,  (voted  again  in  Mercer,;  Princeton, 
non-resident.  David  Logan,  Somerset  county,  Bedminster 
township,  a  minor.  Moses  Amnierman,  Jeremiah  Castner, 
Somerset  cnunty,  Bedminster  township,  non-residents.  Nicho- 
las Arrowsmith,  Somerset  county,  Bedminster  township,  a 
minor.  John  Buck,  Henry  Post,  Somerset  county,  Bedmin- 
ster township,  not  one  year  in  the  county.  John  Bigalow, 
Somerset  county,  Bedminster  township,  a  minor.  Jacob  I 
Vandoren,  Somerset  county,  not  one  year  in  county. 

Abraham  Aller,  Peter  Swarts,  Benjamin  V  anger,  Hunterdon 
county,  Lebanon  township,  not  one  year  in  county.  Richard 
Hope,  Elijah  Hall,  Hunterdon  county,  Readington  township^ 
not  one  year  in  county.  Abraham  Kletz,  Hunterdon  couiity, 
Tewksbury,  alien.  William  Riddle,  Robert  Martin,  Hunter- 
don county,  Bethlem  township,  not  one  year  in  county. — 
Charles  Parke,  Hunterdon  county,  Alexandria  township,  not 
one  year  in  county.  George  Morgan,  George  Jamieson,  Hun« 
terdon  county,  Delaware  township,  not  one  year  in  county. 
Hugh  Rooks,  Hunterdon  county,  Delaware  township,  a  minor. 
Charles  Swallow,  Hunterdon  county,  Delaware  township,  a 
legal  voter,   rejected.      Urdel  Taylor,   Hunterdon  county, 

Hopewell  township,  not  one  year  in  county.    Tinsman, 

Hunterdon  county,  Alexandria  township. 

Edwin  H.  Owen,  Mercer  county,  Nottingham  township,  not 
one  year  in  county.  William  Green,  Mercer  county,  Ewing 
township,  a  minor.  I^ewis  Evans,  Mercer,  Hopewell  town- 
ship, voted  twice,  once  in  Mercer  and  once  in  Hunterdon. 
Thomas  Cadwallader,  Mercer  county,  Ewing  township,  a  legal 
voter,  his  vote  was  rejected. 

Martin  Harvey,  James  McCombs,  James  Conologue,  Barny 
Malone,  Solomon  Huster,  John  Curley,  Peter  Bulger,  James 
Cassedy,  James  Riley,  James  Ronke,  Malachi  Good,  Coly 
McDonnor,  John  McCorey,  John  Furgerson,  Hugh  Campbell, 
Patrick  Murphy,  Robert  Smith,  John  0*Neil,  HughConologue, 
Robert  Greenleaf,  Middlesex  county,  South  Amboy  townships 
aliens.  Clurkson  Wilson,  Somerset  county,  Warren  township, 
not  resident  in  county  one  year.  John  J.  Brick,  Somerset 
county,  Warren  township,  an  alien.  Thomas  A.  Drake,  So- 
merset county^  Warren  township,  non-resident  Isaac  Stew- 
art, Somerset  county,  Warren  township,  non-resident.  Au- 
gustus Moore,  Somerset  county,  Warren  township,  a  minor. 
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Abraham  Bryant,  Ezra  Wooden,  Somerset  countyi  Waireil 
township,  not  residents  one  year  in  county.  Henry  R.  Doty, 
Abraham  Cadmus,  Somerset  county,  Warren  township,  minors, 
Peter  H.  Westervelt,  Cornelius  Van  Scuyvciv  Joseph  T. 
Wood,  Bergen  county,  Harrington,  non-residents.  John  Vree* 
land,  Bergen  county,  Barbadoes,  non-resident  Samuel  Daw« 
son,  Edward  Dawson,  Obadiah  Oiden,  Bergen  county  New 
Barbadoes,  aliens. 

John  R.  Outwater,  Abraham  E.  Zabriskie,  George  Yan 
Riper,  Garret  Van  Kiper,  Cornelius  T.  Cadmus,  Stephen  Van 
Riper,  John  A.  Van  Kiper,  Richard  Berdau,  Rinear  Berdan, 
Jacob  J.  Vanderbeck,  James  V.  Jerolman,  Peter  R.  Tcrhune, 
Garret  S.  Terhune,  Jacob  Stults,  George  Van  Riper,  Robert 
De  Groot,  John  R.  Beadan,  Kinear  L.  Berdan,  Herman  Varw 
derbeck,  Henry  A  Hooper,  Paul  Vanderbeck,  Paul  P.  Van- 
derbeck, Casparus  Hough,  jun.,  John  Zabriskie,  John  Luke, 
Peter  G.  Doremus,  Stephen  G.  Terhune,  Lodowick  Young, 
Garret  Van  Wagoner,  Henry  D.  Garretson,  Beter  H.  Acker- 
mon,  Garrabrant  V.  H.  Berdan,  John  J.  Berdan,  Bergen  coun- 
ty. Saddle  river.  All  these  men  swear  that  they  knowindy 
voted  the  whig  ticket,  containing  the  names  of  all  the  whig 
candidates;  and  yet  when  the  votes  were  counted  there  were 
only  twenty-four  whig  votes  taken  from  the  ballot  box;  thus 
showing  that  at  least  eight  whig  votes  has  been  purloined  from 
the  ballot  box,  and  as  many  more  Van  Buren  votes  put  in, 
making  a  difference  of  sixteen  votes,  which  should  be  deducted 
from  the  majority  in  this  township. 

If  we  have  82,  and  the  whol^  poll  consists^  as  appears  by  the 
ludge's  return,  of  126,  then  the  van  Buren  candidates  can  have 
but  84  votes,  instead  of  103. 


Result  of  illegal  votes  discoveredr  is  asfoUsws : 

Aliens,  79 

Non-residents,  105 

Minors,  23 

Persons  who  had  not  paid  tax^  7 

Legal  votes  rejected,  4 

Paupers,  8 

Persons  who  voted  twice,  2 

Other  illegal  voters,  5 

The  Saddle  River  box  robbed  of  eight  whig  votes,  anrf 

eight  Van  Buren  inserted,  19 

Number  of  illegal  voters  already  discovered,  who  voted 

the  Van  Buren  ticket;  24S 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  346 

Joint  Resolutions, 

Whereas^  it  appears,  from  a  report  made  by  John  B,  Aycrip»g, 
John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  William  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and 
Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  five  of  the  persons  duly  commissioned 
as  representatives  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  in  the  twenty- 
•  HXth  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  the  governor  of  this 
state,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the  legislature,  that,  at  the 
time  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  that  con- 
gress, they  appeared  and  produced  their  commissions  as  such 
representatives,  and  claimed  the  right  to  unite  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  other  states  of  the  Union  in  forming  and  or- 
ganizing a  house  of  representatives,^but  by  the  acts  of  a  por- 
tion of  those  representatives,  were  prevented  from  exercising 
that  right,  and  are  still  excluded  from  any  participation  in  their 
proceedings  and  deliberations — ^by  which  acts,  the  people  of 
New  Jersey  are  deprived  of  their  just  voice  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  at  a  time  when  measures  of  great  public  importance, 
and  deeply  effecting  their  feelings  and  interests,  are  to  be  act- 
ed upon,  their  state  authorities  and  their  seal  are  treated  with 
indignity,  and  a  precedent  is  sought  to  be  established,  which, 
if  not  promptly  and  successfully  resisted,  may  hereafter  be 
Qsed  to  justify  the  rejection  of  electoral  votes,  or  the  exclusion 
of  any  number  of  duly  commissioned  rej^resen^atives,  that  a 
designing  and  unprincipled  faction  may  deem  necessary,  to  se- 
cure to  itself  the  control  of  the  national  legislature:  Avk  where' 
aSj  in  this  unprecedented  emergency,  it  becomes  the  solemn 
duty  of  New  Jersey  firmly  to  oppose  this  attempt  to  subvert 
the  fundamental  principle  of  a  free  representative  government, 
and  to  call  upon  her  sister  states  to  disavow  and  redress  the 
wrong  which  has  been  perpetrated  by  a  portion  of  their  repre- 
sentatives: Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Council  and  General  Jlsstmbly  of  ^ew 
Jersey,  That  the- state  of  New  Jersey  became  a  party  to  the 
Union,  upon  the  express  condition,  embodied  in  the  constitution, 
that,  in  common  wi  th  her  sister  states,  she  should  be  at  all  times 
entitled  to  a  number  of  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives proportioned  to  her  population,  and  that,  by  the  laws 
passed  in  pursuance  of  that  constitution,  she  is  now  entitled  to 
six  representatives. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  until  con- 
gress, shall,  by  law,  make  some  regulation  of  the  subject,  the 
legislature  of  each  state  has,  by  the  constitution,  full  and  ex- 
clusive {Jower  to  prescribe  **  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections  for  representatives,"  which  necessarily  in- 
clodes  the  power  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  result 
of  those  elections  shall  be  ascertained  and  certified. 

Jhadbtii  resohed  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That,  as  the  le- 

[H.  R-  Doc]  44 
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rislature  of  New  Jersey  has  prescribed  a  commiBsion  granted 
»y  the  governor  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  as  the  only 
node  in  which  the  election  of  her  representatives  shall  be  offi- 
iallv  certified,  such  a  commission,  issued  in  due  form  of  law, 
ioniers  upon  each  person  to  whom  it  is  granted,  a  full  and 
lertect  right  to  claim  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties 
}{  a  representative  of  the  state,  until  a  regularly  constituted 
md  organized  house  of  representatives,  after  due  examinati<Hv 
hall  have  solemnly  adjudged  that  he  is  not  elected,  or  not  quali- 
ied,  and  that  any  other  mode  of  certifying  such  election,  is  utr 
erly  invalid  and  unknown  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey. 

MTid  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  afortzaid^  That  a  house  of 
'epresentatives  cannot  be  constitutionally  and  lawfully  organi* 
:ed  and  invested  with  any  authority,  judicial  or  legislative, 
nrhile  a  single  representative  from  any  state,  duly  returned  and 
^mmissioned  according  to  the  laws  of  that  state,  is  excluded 
rom  his  seat,  or  denied  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  repre- 
lentative. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  qforesaidy  That  the  late 
lets  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives  from  the  several  states, 
)y  which  five  of  the  persons  who  were  duly  commissioned  un* 
ler  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  as  her  represeiH 
atives  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the  United  States,  were 
)revented  from  exercising  their  rights  and  discharging  their 
iuties  as  such  representatives,  were  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution  and  of  the  parliamentary  law  established  by  reasoo 
md  unvarying  usage,  a  precedent  of  most  alarming  and  dange* 
reus  character,  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  feelii^ 
>f  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
pee  do  hereby  solemnly  protest  against  the  acts  aforesaid,  as 
inconstitutional,  unwarranted  and  unjust,  and  against  any  as- 
iumption  by  the  remaining  representatives  from  the  several 
states,  of  the  right  or  authority  to  exercise  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  upon  a  constitutional  house  of  representatives,  and 
nore  especially  against  the  attempt  to  enact  any  law  for  regU'^ 
lating  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue; 
for  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  or  the  proceeds  thereof;  for 
pledging  the  public  faith  or  credit;  for  imposing  any  tax  or  du- 
ty or  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives,  until  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Jersey  and  their  duly  commissioned  representa- 
tives shall  have  been  restored  to  the  rights  of  which  they  have 
been  wrongfully  deprived. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaH  That  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions,  certified  under  the 
^eat  seal  of  the  state,  which,  since  seventeen  hundred  and 
leventy-six,  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  constitutional  and  cher- 
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ished  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of  New  Jersey,  be  transmit* 
ted  to  Ae  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  a  representative  from  Vir^ 
ginia,  with  a  request  that  he  would  lay  the  same  before  the 
other  representatives  from  the  several  states,  now  assembled 
at  Washington. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaidj  That  a  copy 
thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  each  of  the  several 
states  of  the  Union,  with  a  request  that  he  will  cause  the  same 
to  be  laid  before  the  legislature  thereof,  and  also  to  each  of  the 
senators  and  of  the  six  representatives  of  this  state. 

In  Council^  January  23,  1840. 

These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  in  th^ 
council, 

Resolvedf  That  the  same  do  pass. 
By  order  of  council. 

JOSEPH  PORTER, 
Vice  President  of  CowncU. 

House  of  Assembly^  January  21,  1840. 

These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  and 
compared,  in  the  house  of  assembly, 
Resolved^  That  the  ^ame  do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

WILUAM  STITES,  Speaker. 
Staie  afJ^ew  Jersey. 

I,  James  D.  Westcott,  secretary  of  state  of  New 
Jersey,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  of  certain  joint  resolutions,  passed 
by  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly 
[li.  8.]  of  said  state,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  Janua- 
ry, A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
as  taken  from,  and  compared  with  the  original, 
now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto. set  my 
hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  the,  city 
of  Trenton,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT. 


[No.  44.] 

Report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
abolishing  the  Board  of  Commissiotiers,  &c. 

7b  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
several  petitions  on  the  subject  of  abolishing  the  board  of 
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oouQty  commissioners  and  re-establishing  the  board  of  super- 
visors, having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  the  majority 
of  said  committee,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report:  that  in 
every  department  oi  government,  chance  of  system  is  to  be 
avoided  it*  possible,  and  unless  benefits  of  a  general  or  abiding 
character,  are,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  certainty,  to  be 
calculated  upon  as  the  results  of  any  fundamental  chaoge, 
evils  of  a  minor,  local  or  temporary  character,  are  better  left 
to  time  and  gradual  amelioration,  bv  improving  the  system 
rather  than,  on  the  first  discovery  of  objections  or  inconveni- 
encies,  to  subvert  and  discard  the  whole  system  as  radically 
defective,  when,  at  the  same  time,  in  fact  the  evil  may  not 
exist  in  the  system  but  in  its  administration.  In  a  state  like 
ours,  change  is  inevitable.  The  wise  precaution  of  the  legis- 
lature, th^n,  should  be  to  guard  against  it,  and  prevent  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  evil  effects  of  such  a  tendency  to  change.  All 
the  new  states  of  the  union,  and  Michigan  among  the  rest, 
have  from  this  one  fact  suflered  more  than  from  all  other 
causes  combined;  their  legislation  has  been  but  a  history  of 
changes,  and  before  any  one  system  could  be  established  and 
understood  by  our  citizens,  it  would  be  succeeded  by  another 
and  another,  in  so  rapid  succession,  that  their  laws  have  become 
proverbial  for  their  uncertainty. 

But  this  constant  tendency  to  change,  and  uncertainty  in 
our  laws  is  not  perhaps  to  be  wondered  at,  coming  as  our  cit- 
izens do,  from  almost  every  state  in  the  union,  and  suddenly 
thrown  together  with  opinions  formed  as  often  by  force  of 
association  and  habit  in  their  native  state,  as  by  any  process 
of  reasoning  which  should  peculiarly  adapt  any  given  system 
to  our  own  state.  Of  the  truth  of  this  proposition,  the  subject 
now  under  consideration,  affords  a  striking  illustration;  for  as 
a  general  thing,  with  almost  the  uniformity  of  cause  and  efiect, 
ask  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  familiar  with  the  sys- 
tem of  county  commissioners  in  their  native  state,  or  the  super- 
visor system,  and  they  will  tell  you  the  one  or  the  other  is  the 
E referable  system  for  this  state,  according  as  they  heretofore 
ave  been  accustomed  to  the  one  system  or  the  other. 
These  preferences,  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  for  the  one 
system  or  the  other,  are  natural  and  indeed  commendable,  and 
in  no  wise  derogate  from  the  intelligence  of  the  citizens  or  the 
merits  of  the  respective  systems,  and  are  only  alluded  to  as  a 
strong  reason  why  the  legislature  should  sanction  no  change, 
unless  upon  the  showing  of  radical  defects  in  the  existing  sys- 
tem, which  the  majority  of  your  committee  are  unable  to  per- 
ceive. In  their  examination  of  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings, 
they  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  no  important  inte- 
rest will  be  promoted,  (at  present  at  least,)  or  so  important  as 
to  justify  any  change  in  the  present  mode  of  county  organiza* 
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tkm;  the  present  system  is,  as,  yet,  in  this  state,  an  experiment, 
and  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  fully  tested. 

The  present  system  has  been  adopted,  and  the  economy  of 
the  state  has  been  arranged  with  reference  to  it;  any  change, 
therefore,  nntil  a  fair  trial  has  been  had  of  its  relative  merits 
or  demerits,  would  not  only  be  in  itself  capricious  but  draw 
after  it  uncertainty  and  expense,  which  present  exigencies,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  in  no  wise  called  for, 

In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  your  committee,  the  pres^oit 
Bystem,  when  it  shall  have  become  fully,  developed  in  its  opera- 
tions, will  be  found  preferable  to  the  board  of  supervisors  in 
economy  and  convenience  to  the  counties,  as  well  as  ensure 
greater  efficiency,  certainty  and  regularity  in  the  management 
of  the  revenues  accruing  to  the  state. 

By  the  present  system  during  the  past  year,  (for  it  has  been 
but  one  year  in  operation,)  in  some  of  the  counties  great  sa- 
ving has  been  effected  in  the  expense  of  discharging  the  various 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  counties,  when  compared  with 
those  incurred  under  the  former  system;  a  con^iaeration  of 
much  practical  importance,  and  greatly  in  favor  of  the  system, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  your  committee,  to 
have  much  weight  to  induce  the  legislature  to  leave  it  untouch- 
ed, unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  private  right  and  jufh 
tice  are  exposed  from  its  longer  continuance. 

The  main  objection  of  a  tangible  character  urged  against  the 
present  system,  and  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  supervisors 
as  a  county  board,  that  have  met  the  observations  of  a  majori- 
ty of  your  committee,  are  two.  First.  That  the  system  of  su- 
pervisors insures  that  equality  in  the  tax  rolls  of  the  several 
townships  in  the  counties,  and  a  consequent  equality  in  the 
public  burdens,  which  is  unattainable  under  the  present  system 
<tf  commissioners.  And  second.  That  the  present  system  is 
aristocratic  in  its  character. 

If  these  objections  are  well  taken,  and  actually  exist,  as  in- 
herent evils,  inseparable  from  the  system  itself,  and  not  mere- 
ly evidences  of  a  defective  organization  or  mal-administratioDi 
then  it  would  not  only  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  abolish 
the  present  system,  but  perhaps  to  establish  that  of  the  super- 
visors. 

But  a  majority  of  your  committee  can.  (from  the  short  time 
the  system  has  been  in  operation  in  this  state,)  perceive  no 
such  inherent  defects,  and  no  substantial  reason  why,  under 
the  present  system,  the  just  equalization  of  taxes  cannot  be  as 
surely,  and  even  more  surely  attained,  as  under  the  other,  if 
the  offices  of  county  commissioners  are  filled  by  men  of  proI»- 
ty  and  intelligence,  and  such  it  is  fair  to  presume  the  counties 
will  select  to  occupy  these  important  stations. 

Your  committee  are  aware  it  may  be  said,  that  one  super- 
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visor  from  each  township,  will  secure  in  the  county  board  a 
more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  coun^ 
ty.  Granting  this  to  be  true;  first,  the  law  has  devolved  the 
duty  of  ascertaining  the  amount  and  value  of  property  in  each 
township  on  other  officers,  who  are  to  execute  their  trust  in 
each  of  the  townships;  and  second,  some  limit  must  be  fixed  to 
the  multiplication  of  officers;  and  the  same  organization  which 
would  prove  the  propriety  of  one  member  of  a  county  board 
from  each  township,  would  not  stop  short  of  assembling  the 
entire  taxable  population  of  each  county  as  necessary  for  the 
attainment  of  still  greater  equality  in  the  same  matter;  and 
also,  necessary  to  obviate  another  objection,  that  the  board  of 
connty  commissioners  is  aristocratic  in  its  character.  For  if 
the  electors  of  any  county,  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  elective 
franchise,  can  create  an  aristocracy,  then  any  organization  of 
individuals  (less  than  the  whole  community)  from  the  body  of 
either  our  counties  or  townships,  to  fill  any  offices  of  either 
profit,  honor  or  trust,  must  be  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  aris- 
tocracy, as  is  averred  in  some  of  the  petitions  in  relation  to  the 
office  of  county  commissioners. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  in  some,  and  indeed  many  of  our 
counties,  the  board  of  supervisors,  of  one  from  each  township, 
would  be  an  unwieldy  body,  little  calculated  in  their  sessions 
for  the  accurate  examination  of  the  details,  and  still  less  for 
the  despatch  of  business;  and  for  all  other  purposes,  than  what 
relates  to  our  tax  system,  it  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  your  committee,  be  denied  that  the  ooard  of  commis- 
sioners would  be  much  better  filled,  and  for  this  the  past  his- 
torv  of  the  supervisor  system,  as  a  county  board,  in  this  state, 
and  late  territory,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  show  a 
decided  preference  in  favor  of  the  commissioners,  so  far  as  the 
two  can  be  accurately  compared,  from  the  recent  establish- 
ment of  the  latter  in  this  state. 

Your  committee  might  refer  to  the  practical  operation  of 
our  present  system,  as  illustrated  by  the  experience  of  other 
states,  where  time  has  been  given  to  mature  the  system,  and 
develope  its  policy;  and  they  should  so  have  done  had  further 
detail  been  deemed  requisite  on  a  subject  in  which  the  tastes 
and  habits  of  men  have  nearly  as  much  force  in  forming  opin- 
ions, as  facts  themselves. 

And  finallv,  out  of  respect  to  the  opinions  of  others  who  may 
differ  from  them,  and  especially  the  instructions  of  the  friends 
of  the  change  proposed  by  the  petitions  in  question,  the  majori- 
ty of  your  committee  could  not  have  said  less  in  reporting  the 
same  back  to  the  house,  and  recommending  at  present  no 
change  in  the  organization  of  the  counties,  until  at  least  the 
present  system  shall  have  been  fully  tested.    And  they  wish 
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to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti* 
tions. 
AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  BACKUS, 
Chairman, 


[No.  45.] 

Beports  of  the  Majority  and  Minority  of  the  Bank  in-' 
yestigating  Committee^  together  with  the  minutes 
of  the  committee. 

The  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  and 
to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  governor's  message 
relating  to  the  currency,  report: 

That  the  first  and  most  important  duty  that  the  committee 
owed  to  the  legislature,  to  the  community  and  the  banks  them- 
selves, was,  to  satisfy  their  own  minds,  by  rigid  and  minute 
investigation,  in  which  no  mistake  or  fraud  could  possibly  ex- 
ist, whether  the  banks  were  solvent  or  insolvent;  whether  their 
means ^of  paying  equalled,  or  were  greater  or  less  than  their 
debts  due  to  the  public.  It  is  evident  that  this  was  the  primary 
object  for  which  the  legislature,  as  the  guardians  of  the  people 
at  large,  has  demanded  of  these  institutions  that  they  should 
throw  open  their  doors  and  vaults  for  public  inspection,  and 
their  business,  ordinarily  considered  of  a  strictly  confidential 
natare,  should  be  exhibited  to  the  public  eye.  The  demand 
from  the  people,  that  an  investigation  of  the  kind  above  refer- 
red to,  should  take  place,  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
fact  that  these  banks,  in  common  with  those  of  all  the  western 
states,  have,  within  the  last  three  months,  a  second  time  sus- 
pended specie  pa3niients. 

First*  Is  there,  then,  (the  question  is  asked  by  the  legislature 
and  the  people,)  evidence  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  before 
the  committee,  that  the  banks  are  perfectly  and  entirely  sol- 
Tent?  that  they  have  means  or  assets,  undoubtedly,  abundant 
to  pay  their  liabilities  to  the  public  1  Before  giving  any  opin* 
ion  upon  this  point,  the  committee  will  very  briefly  state,  m  a 
condensed  form,  the  evidence  elicited  on  the  examination,  bear- 
ing upon  this  question,  and  they  do  it  with  the  fullest  confidence 
that  the  legislature  and  the  people  will  be  compelled,  by  the 
clearness  and  strength  of  the  testimony  adduced,  to  give,  as 
their  answer,  a  cheerful  affirmative. 
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The  amount  that  the  bank  of  Michigan  owed  to  die  puUk; 
on  the  1st  January,  1840,  the  period  which  the  committee  se- 
lected as  the  point  to  which  the  evidence  should  be  confined, 
was  9606,404  31,  exclusive  of  the  original  sum  paid  in  as 
stock,  which  cannot  be  considered  as  a  debt  against  the  bank^- 
until  all  its  other  debts  are  paid.  It  is  here  proper  to  remark, 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  indebtedness  is  not  due, 
but  is  payable  at  stated  periods,  prospectively — such  as  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  'university  of  Michi- 

!ran,  making  about  $220,000,  (and  some  $40,000  considered  as 
ost  circulation,)  a  part  of  which,  as  appears  by  the  answers  of 
the  ojf&cers  of  the  bank,  has  been  paid  since  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1840, 

To  pay  this  sum  due  the  public,  the  bank  exhibits  means  or 
assets  amounting  to  91,261,680  88,  or  ^  sum  greater  than  its  lia- 
bililies  by  9655,256  57.  The  mere  statement  of  the  two  items 
would  seem  to  preclude  any  doubt  as  to  the  ability  of  the  bank 
to  pay  its  debts;  but,  to  enable  the  committee  fully  to  under 
stand  the  whole  matter,  to  prevent  all  cavil  and  doubt,  they 
have  minutely  examined  the  several  items  composing  this  ag- 
gregate amount  of  means^  and  the  result  given  is  furnished  by 
the  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  herewith  submitted* 
It  is  stated  by  the  ofGcers  of  the  oank,  in  the  fullest  manner, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  debt  secured  by  real  and  personal 
security  is  generally  good,  and  they  have  given  as  a  reason  for 
that  opinion,  aside  from  their  general  interest,  to  see  that  its 
fundi^  when  loaned  out,  were  well  secured,  that  a  majority  of 
the  stockholders,  at  a  meeting  held  during  the  last  year,  after 
a  very  careful  examination  of  every  debt  due  to  the  bank^ 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  amount  of  profits  on  hand 
would  fully  pay  every  dollar  of  bad  debts,  while  many  of  the 
debts  due  at  that  time,  and  considered  doubtful,  have  since  been 
amply  secured.  Of  the  other  items  put  down  in  the  statement 
of  the  bank,  and  answers  of  its  officers,  the  committee  can  on- 
ly state,  that,  as  far  as  they  can  discover,  it  is  all  available  ex* 
cept  that  portion  of  debts  due  from  other  banks,  which  is  re- 
ferred to,  and  fully  stated,  in  the  answers  given,  and  they  are 
free  to  say,  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  stockholders  that 
the  profits  on  hand  would  pay  all  the  bad  debts  and  losses  of 
the  bank,  seems  to  have  been  based  upon  a  full  knowledge  of 
all  the  facts,  and  is  well  sustained  by  the  examination. 

If,  then,  the  bank  owes  but  9606,404  31,  and  has  twice  that 
sum  in  securities,  coin,  debts  and  bank  notes,  to  pay  it,  the 
committee  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  perfectly  and  entirely 
solvent.  Should  a  merchant,  engaged  in  business,  be  called 
upon  by  a  creditor  for  an  exhibit  of  his  affairs,  and  show  that 
he  had  in  cash,  merchandize,  real  estate  and  debts  due  him, 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  while  he  owed  but  half  that  amount. 
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tiM  world  would  scarcely  credit  the  man  who  should  declare 
that  he  Was  insolvent.  But  the  committee  have  deemed  it 
their  duty,  inasmuch  as  this  bank  was  employed  by  the  auditor 
general  of  this  state  as  its  fiscal  agent,  during  the  past  year,  to 
inquire, 

Secondly.  Whether  the  bank  has  been  during  that  period  a 
Unrower  of,  or  leader  to  the  state;  whether  it  lias  used  its  po* 
siUon  to  further  its  selfish  interests  by  the  accumulation  of  large 
profits,  made  by  the  exchange  of  the  good  funds  of  the  state, 
for  money  of  lees  value,  and  whether  it  has  been  the  gainer  by 
its  labor,  risk  and  care  bestowed  upon  the  business  of  the  state. 

The  evidence  on  this  second  point  is  extremely  clear  and 
escplicit,  and  it  establishes  (as  a  moment's  glance  at  the  an- 
swers of  the  several  ofilicers  of  the  bank,  wUl  satisfy  any  can* 
did  mind,)  the  following  facts: 

1.  That  the  bank  has,  for  the  last  ten  months,  instead  of  be* 
ing  a  borrower  of  the  statSy  been  in  advance,  or  a  lender  to  the 
state,  m  the  average  sum  of  #181,035  72. 

2.  That  the  whole  amount  of  interest  paid  to  the  bank  for 
drafts  on  time  discounted  for  the  state,  after  deducting  what 
the  bank  paid  elsewhere  as  discount,  to  enable  it  to  meet 
promptly  the  wants  of  the  state,  is  the  moderate  sum  of  9425 
66. 

'  8.  That  the  amount  of  New  York  funds  procured  by  the 
purchase  of  the  auditor  general's  drafts  on  account  of  the  five 
million  loan,  for  which  it  has  not  paid  any  premium,  after  de- 
ducting funds  paid  to  the  state  in  New  York  without  premium, 
and  eastern  bank  notes  paid  out  at  par  to  contractors,  or  in  re- 
^empdon  of  Michigan  bank  notes  previously  paid  to  contracr 
tors,  was  only  •108,915,  on  whicn  the  bank  made  the  differ** 
ence  of  exchange,  being  two  per  cent,  or  $2,198  80,  which  ad- 
ded to  the  discounts  received,  make  the  gross  amount  of  profits 
by  the  bank  for  the  business  done  for  the  state,  of  C2,603  22; 
in  consideration  of  which,  the  bank  incurred  the  ffreat  risk  of 
the  non-payment  of  the  state  drafts,  and  has  actually  disbursed 
over  half  a  million  dollars* 

4.  That  the  bank,  up  to  the  period  of  the  suspension,  paid 
out  to  the  state,  both  on  interna]  improvement  and  general 
fund,  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie  payine  banks,  or  drafts  on 
N^w  York,  amounting  on  botn  sums  to  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  committee  further  deem  it  theit  doty  to  state, 
that  during'  the  period  referred  to,  as  appears  by  the  answers 
of  the  bank,  that  the  advances  made  to  the  state  were  obtained 
by  the  personal  and  written  application  of  the  commissioners 
at  periods  when  the  funds  of  the  state  were  entirely  exhaus- 
ted; that  but  for  these  timely  advances  the  public  works  must 
have  been  suspended  at  a  great  loss  to  the  state,  and  the  labor"- 
trs  engaged  on  those  works  discharged,  without  the  means  on 
[H.  R.  Doc.]  46 
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the  part  of  the  contractors  and  coaunisuoDen  to  pay  theaa  the 
amount  then  due.  From  these  facts,  and  many  others  diacloaed, 
the  committee  cannot  but  conclude  that  the  bank,  ia  its  inter* 
course  and  business  with  the  state,  has  conducted  itself  witk 
perfect  justness  and'  fairness  in  all  its  operations. 

But  the  committee  did  not  feel  that  in  the  pnesent  excited 
state  of  public  feeling  in  reference  to  our  banking  institutioofl» 
that  the  whole  scope  of  their  duty  was  performed,  without  tunip 
ing  their  attention  to  anothersubjectintimately  connected  with 
the  banks  of  this  state,  as  government  deposite  banks,  and  they, 
therefore,  deemed  it  their  privilege,  nay,  their  special  duty,  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  embarrassments  of  the  banks  were  the 
result  of  its  connection  with  the  general  government;  what 
amount  of  debt  the  bank  owed  the  government  at  the  suspeiH 
sion  of  specie  payments  in  1837;  what  amount  was  still  due, 
and  how  far  that  debt  was  safe  and  secure.  In  refering  to  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  answers  to  the  interrogatories  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  do  not  intend  to  en- 
ter into  any  disquisition  upon  the  financial  policy  of  the  gene- 
ral government;  but  the  investigation  necessarily  led  to  thai 
period  in  the  histoi*y  of  the  bank  when  it  was  a  govemmeni 
agent;  and  in  tracing  the  causes  of  its  present  position,  it  wa» 
impossible  to  pass  over  that  period  when  a  sudden  chaOige  of 
the  policy  of  government  effected  instantaneously  an  entire 
change  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  By  reference  to  the  very 
full  answer  of  the  president  of  the  bank  to  special  interro<^ 
gatory  of  Mr.  Turner,  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  month 
of  August,  1836,  the  bank  held  on  deposite  for  the  general 
government,  •1,812,352,  at  which  time  the  specie  circular  was 
issued,  and  soon  after,  by  an  act  of  congress,  the  surplus  re- 
venue was  called  for,  from  the  deposite  banks,  from  which 
measures  combined,  the  bank  without  a  nooment's  warning 
was  called  upon  to  pay  this  large  sum  of  money,  which  it  had 
been  previously  instructed  to  loan  to  the  people.  During  the 
succeeding  eight  months,  from  August  1836,  to  May  1887,  (tht 
time  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments)  the  bank  paid  the 

fovemment  over  a  million  of  dollars^  and  reduced  its  other  lia* 
ilities  during  the  same  period  over  a  million  of  dollars  more. 
At  the  time  of  the  suspension,  the  bank  was  indebted  to  the 
general  government  in  the  sum  of  9755,000,  which  from  the 
evidence  set  forth  in  the  answers  is  now  reduced  to  about  MO^- 
000,  with  the  interest,  for  which  the  govamtiient  holds  a  bond 
in  securities,  approved  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  the  sum  of  9500,000  as  collateral  security  for  the 
sum  now  due,  so  that  the  probability  of  a  loss  to  the  ffeneral 
government,  is  altogether  out  of  the  question,  if  the  bank  is 
unable  to  pay  this  amount  on  demand,  need  it  be  asked  why  k 
cannot  do  so?    It  is  simply  because  the  money  was  loaned  tUF 
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der  positive  directions  from  the  general  government^  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Michigan,  and  sacfa  has  been  the  condition  of  things  for 
the  last  three  years,  that  to  enforce  from  our  people  the  co]« 
lection  of  this  debt,  would  be  to  spread  ruin  and  desolation 
over  our  young  and  once  prosperous  state.  Nor  can  this  be 
considered  strange,  since,  by  the  evidence  before  the  commit- 
tee, it  appears  that  out  of  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  the  sum  of 
#632,909  is  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  state,  while  the  sum 
due  from  persons  residing  out  of  the  state  is  only  9133,000,  and 
no  argument,  it  is  appreliended,  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  le- 
gislature or  the  people,  that  although  every  dollar  of  this  debt 
may  be  perfectly  good,  still  that  the  payment  of  much  of  it 
must  be  extended  until  the  circumstances  of  the  state  are 
changed.  In  pursuing  this  investigation  the  attention  of  the 
committee  has  not  been  confined  to  the  three  foregoing  consider 
rations,  but  they  have  felt  bound,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the 
people,  who  are  justly  jealous  of  all  the  operations  of  moneyed 
corporations,  and  whose  distrust  and  anxiety  has  been  keenly 
aroused  by  their  past  sufferings,  to  proceed  a  step  further  and 
to  ascertain  by  the  most  searching  interrogatories,  the  genercd 
management  and  condition  of  the  bank,  in  many  respects  that 
are  generally  overlooked  in  investigations  of  this  character, 
but  as  to  which  there  is  and  has  been  a  very  considerable  de^ 
gree  of  anxiety  among  the  people  of  this  state.  The  answers 
to  these  interrogatories  so  clearly  to  establish  the  following 
facts,  connected  with  the  history  of  this  bank  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  will  increase  the  ocmiidcnce  of  the  conmiunity  in  this 
institution,  so  long  identified  with  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
«f  Michigan: 

lat.  That  the  bank,  since  1886,  has  redviced  its  liabiihios  to 
the  nublic  #?,100,000. 

2a.  That  a  majority  of  the  present  board  of  directors  have 
been  in  the  board  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years,  and  have  not 
been  haUtual  borrowers  from  the  bank,  and  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  stockholders  have  never  owed  the  bank  a  single 
dollar,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  during  the  last  year,  the  stock- 
holders residing  out  of  this  state  have  bought  from  the  bank 
#300,000  of  its  debti^  secured  by  good  mortgages  on  time,  and 
have  absolutely  paid  that  sum  to  the  bank. 

8d.  That  the  amount  now  due  from  directors  is  tt,05€l^ 
secured  by  endonsed  notes,  and  the  pledge  of  914,000  of  stock; 
that  the  amount  due  from  stockholders,  other  than  the  direo^* 
tors,  is  #41,909^  which  is  generally  secured  by  good  endorsed 
Holes,  real  estate,  and  by  alien  upon  their  stock,  amounting 
to.9n,400. 

4th.  That  no  preference^  as  to  the  terms  or  amounts  loandd, 
iue  ever  been  giv^ii  to  ^e  paper  of  the  directors  or  stock- 
holders, over  other  paper  equally  good. 
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fith*  That  the  entire  amount  of  ccHn  reported  by  the  bask; 
18  .bona  fide  its  property,  and  that  the  bank  has  never  borrowed 
or  bought  coin  for  any  other  purpose  than  its  ligitimate  bosi- 
ness  transactions. 

6th.  That  the  bank  is  not  now,  and  never  has  be^s,  con- 
nected with  any  other  bank,  broker  or  person,  for  the  porpoee 
of  buying  up  its  bills  at  a  discount,  except  in  the  case  stated 
in  New  York,  where  the  bank  deposited  funds  to  redeem  its 
notes  at  two  per  cent,  and  that  the  bank  has  never  sold  ex<- 
change  at  a  higher  rate  than  two  per  cent,  for  its  own  bills. 

7th.  That  the  bank  has  never  hypothecated  any  real  estate 
or  mortgages  to  any  person  or  corporation  whatever. 

6th.  That  the  bank  has  declared  no  dividend  on  its  business 
since  the  first  of  January,  1837,  but  has  reserved  its  profits, 
amounting  to  $115,000,  to  provide  for  all  contingencies  that 
may  happen  by  losses,  or  bad  debts. 

9th.  That  the  amount  of  post  notes  now  outstuiding  is  only 
about  916,000,  every  dollar  of  which  has  been  issu^  to  thie 
commissioners  and  contractors  on  the  public  works,  in  ex- 
change for  estimates  and  warrants,  and  that  in  no  single  in^^ 
stance  have  they  ever  been  issued  except  upon  the  urgent  soli- 
citations of  the  applicant,  and  at  times  when  the  state  had  no 
funds  in  the  treasury  belonging  to  the  internal  improvement 
fund. 

10th.  That  the  bank  has  never  refused  to  permit  an  exami* 
nation  of  its  affairs  by  the  late  bank  commissioners  or  other 
officers,  having  first'  simply  stated  that  it  was  advised  by 
counsel,  that  the  bank  commissioners  had  no  legal  riffht  to 
make  such  examination,  permission  was  given  to  make  the 
examination,  and  all  information  required  was  offisred  to  be 
furnished. 

11th.  That  the  bank  has  never  been  sued,  except  in  the 
cases  stated  in  the  answer  of  the  president,  and  the  full  ex- 
planation of  the  cause  and  feelings  that  have  led  to  those  pro* 
secutions  there  given,  justify  the  belief  that  it  was  not  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  its  bills,  but  to  harrass  the  bank  with 
costs,  that  these  suits  were  commenced. 

The  result  of  the  examination  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
nics' bank,  shows  that  its  total  assets  amount  to  9755,810  43, 
of  which  the  sum  of  9601,076  70,  is  due  from  the  people,  un- 
der the  heads  of  real  and  personal  securities,  and  the  further 
sum  of  925,518  91,  is  in  real  estate  owned  and  possessed  by  the 
bank;  that  its  available  means,  consisting  of  sums  due  from 
banks,  deducting  those  which  have  suspended.  The  b«Lak 
notes  on  hand  and  the  specie,  amount  to  926,996  38,  and  that 
its  immediate  liabilities  to  the  public,  under  the  respective 
heads  of  circulation,  deposi  tes  uod  drafts  on  time,  amoimt  to  the 
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aggregate  sam  of  f&2,81 1  75,  leaving  a  baiaaoe  in  favor  ci 
the  bank  #699,538  44. 

Of  the  entire  discounted  debt,  it  seems  that  #84,990  is  due 
from  directors  and  stockholders,  of  which  #16,600  is  due  from 
directors  alone,  and  that  the  owners  of  #851,900  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank,  are  not  indebted  to  the  bank  a  single  dollar.  The 
capital  which  is  actually  paid  in,  amounting  to  #400^000,  ap 
pears  to  have  been  contributed  in  good  faith  by  the  several 
■tockholders,  a^  an  investment  of  money  at  a  period  more  au»> 
piciods  than  the  present,  and  promising  greater  safety  to  the 
principal  and  an  adequate  return  for  its  use.  The  great  re- 
daction of  the  liabiltties  of  the  bank,  from  the  first  of  July, 
1886,  to  the  present  time,  as  exhibited  in  the  answers  to  the 
various  iaterrogatories  propounded  by  the  committee,  mani- 
fests a  commendable  zeal  in  fulfilling  its  obligations,  during  a 
period  of  unparalleled  distress  throughout  the  United  States;- 
and  the  lenity  extended  to  the  borrowers,  any  thing  rather 
than  a  disposition  to  oppress  a  community  already  groaning 
under  the  burdens  of  a  disordered  currency  and  a  large  indi* 
vidual  indebtedness.  The  precise  character  of  the  personal 
securities  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  ascertained, 
but  the  facts  now  established,  that  they  originated  in  the  trans^ 
actions  of  a  legitimate  banking  business,  that  they  were  re- 
ceived for  loans  in  money,  and  that  the  purposes  were  strictly 
of  a  character  sanctioned  by  the  rules  which  have  ever  go* 
vamed  similar  institutions,  furnish  the  surest  guarantee  of  their 
strength,  and,  moreover,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
an  adequate  motive  in  the  neglect  of  a  matter  involving  the 
interest  of  the  stockholders  themselves,  who  may  well  be  sup* 
posed  to  have  entertained  much  solicitude  for  the  safetv  of 
their  capital,  and  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the 
various  duties  devolving  upon  the  officers  of  the  bank.  The 
tame  rules  which  have  oroinariiy  governed  the  bank  directors, 
in  taking  securitv  upon  debts  loaned  to  individuals  having  no 
interest  in  its  afmirs,  seems  to  have  been  strictly  observed  ki 
the  few  instances  where  the  directors  themselves  have  been 
borrowers.  .  Suits  are  in  progress  upon  paper,  amounting  to 
#151,170  48,  and  #60,125  20  of  this  amount  are  in  judgment. 
This  resort  to  coercive  measures,  for  the  recovery  of  this 
comparatively  small  amount  coming  under  this  head,  is  as^ 
serted  to  have  been  forced  upon  the  directors  by  the  continued 
neglect  and  refusal  of  the  debtors  to  execute  securities  which 
warrant  an  extension  of  time.  The  schedule  of  real  estate 
securities,  is  necessarily  imperfect,  from  die  fact  that  many  of 
them  are  in  the  hands  of  attomeya  for  foreclosure,  and  in  the 
<^ces  for  record,  whilst  others  are  yet  incomplete  although 
in  progress  ci  adjustment,  still  it  clearly  shows  that  a  l«i^ 
amount  of  valuable  improved  real  estate  is  mortgaged  to  tne 
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YmnL  The  debt  due  the  United  SUtes  is  •lOS^MO  M,  wfaicb, 
according  to  the  evidence  on  that  subject,  is  secuied  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  general  government. 

The  debt  to  foreign  banu^  by  loans  imkni  time,  proves  that 
the  bonk  has  been  able  to  raise  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
upon  its  own  credit  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  the  meaauxe 
must  be  regarded  as  creditable  to  the  institution.  The  item  of 
deposites  does  not  seem  to  be  of  an  amount  or  character  oalcu* 
lated  to  weigh  heavily  upon  the  community  at  large,  being  doe 
principally  to  its  own  stockholders,  and  to  correspondents  in 
the  neighboring  states,  the  bank  has  evidently  sought  to  reduce 
its  business  to  the  most  circumscribed  linlits,  to  enable  it  ^ith 
less  difficulty  and  danger  to  meet  the  threatened  crisis. 

in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  late  suspenskm  of 

Secie  payments  was  caused  by  the  increased  demand  for  ex* 
ange  to  pay  eastern  creditors,  by  the  utter  inability  of  the 
debtors  of  the  bank  to  meet  their  engagem^its,  and  by  the  ex« 
posed  position  of  Detroit,  as  a  point  towards  which  all  the  cir- 
culation of  the  banks  west  would  naturally  flow  with  great 
ranidity  for  coin  or  exchange.  That  immediate  resumptioD, 
unless  accompanied  by  the  actual  resumption  of  the  banks  of 
lUiaois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult, and  would  result  in  driving  from  circulation  almost  every 
dollar  of  the  notes  of  our  own  banks,  to  give  place  to  those  of 
other  states,  not  controlled  by  our  laws,  or  in  any  way  amena* 
ble  to  our  authorities,  and  by  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  all 
or  nearly  all  of  the  precious  metals  from  this  state. 

In  the  performance  of  the  doty  required  of  them,  by  the  re- 
ference of  so  much  of  the  governor's  niessage  as  relates  to  the 
oariency  of  the  state,  your  committee  report,  that  ahnost  the 
entire  circulating  medium  of  the  country  consist  of  the  banks . 
of  this  city,  and  their  branches. 

That  this  paper,  though  depreciated  in  value  for  the  purpose 
of  remittance  to  the  east,  in  consequence  of  the  inability  ot  the 
banks  to  redeem  their  notes  in  drafts  upon  our  eastern  cities,  is 
at  a  less  rate  of  discount  than  the  paper  of  the  banks  of  Indiana 
or  Illinois,  and  is  of  equal,  if  not  greater  value  than  that  of  the 
banks  of  Ohio.  The  confidence  reposed  in  the  solvency  of 
these  institntions,  notwithstanding  their  suspension,  has  given 
fill!  credit  and  currency  to  their  paper,  and  with  few,  if  any« 
exceptions,  rendered  it  preferable  to  the  bank  notes  of  the  ad* 
joining  states,  for  the  purchase  of  produce,  merchandise^  &c. 
The  great  difficulty  seems  to  be,  the  insufficiency  in  qoanlitjr 
to  meet  the  wants  and  abaolate  necessities  of  the  oountry. 

Your  oommitteo  need  scarcely  allude  to  the  fact,  that  the 
stale  taxes,  though  payable  in  the  notes  of  these  insfit«lkm% 
ecmki  not  be  coUeoted.  The  sesolt  of  the  inveetigalion  here- 
with comnmnicated,  oaanoty  in  the  opiaioD  ^  your  oommitteer 
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fail  to  strengthen  the  confideiice  hitherto  reposed  in  the  sound- 
ness of  these  banks,  and  the  great  prudence  and  fairness  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted.  In  view  of  the  general 
condition  of  the  country,  as  relates  to  a  currency,  your  coni- 
mittee  can  see  no  prospect  of  relief  for  Michigan,  either  in 
the  operation  of  commercial  causes,  the  action  of  the  general 
government  or  any  probable  cause,  beyond  her  own  limits. 

Though  abounding  in  those  products  of  the  soil  most  essen- 
tial to  the  existence  of  man,  and  with  large  surplus  that,  in  an 
ordinary  condition  of  the  country,  would  do  much  to  discharge 
our  public  and  individuai  indebtedness,  and  relieve  the  embar- 
rassments that  are  oppressing  us  and  paralyzing  our  energies; 
that  surplus,  that  main  dependence  of  laudable  industry,  is 
rendered  valueless  to  us  for  the  want  of  means  to  purchase  and 
transport  it  to  market.  --^' 

Our  comparatively  small  surplus  of  wheat  the  last  year,  found  I  ^ 
{purchasers  from  the  east,  amply  provided  with  eastern  bank  \ 
notes,  for  the  purchase  of  our  entire  stock.  At  present,  money  I 
©r  its  representative,  is  scarcely  to  be  had  in  exchange  for  pro-  I 
duce  at  any  price,  while  in  the  eastern  markets,  flour  is  com-  I 
manding  a  price  that  would  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the  farmers  \ 
of  Michigan.  ""*' 

In  this  view  of  our  case,  overwhelmed  with  engagements 
contracted  under  a  widely  different  state  of  things,  but  now 
wholly  beyond  our  power  to  mfeet,  with  the  surplus  produce  of 
our  country  useless  for  the  purpose  of  canceling  those  engage- 
ments, if  not  perishing  on  our  hands,  and  no  prospect  or  hope 
of  relief  from  abroad,  your  committee  believe  that  it  would  be 
but  a  faithless  discharge  of  duty  to  themselves  or  their  country^ 
to  shrink  frorti  the  responsibility  which  the  occasion  imposes 
upon  them,  or  advise  that  our  case  is  without  a  remedy*  They 
will  neither  practice  the  one  nor  advise  the  other,  but  with  due 
deference  and  respect  tb  the  opinions  oi  those  who  may  hon* 
estly  differ  with  them,  recommend  such  a  course,  ^s,  in  their 
judgment,  is  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people,  by  rendering  the  products  of  the  country 
valuable,  and  available  for  the  payment  of  dcbtS  and  the  gene- 
ral purposes  of  life. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore;  respectfully  recommend 
socb  a  course  towards  the  banks  as  will  enable  them  to  continue 
the  same  indulgence  that  they  have  heretofore  exercised  to^ 
wards  their  debtors,,  and  also  to  increase  their  circulation  to  wtt 
amount  equal  at  least  to  the  surplus  products  of  the  country; 
irt  the  same  time  throwing  around  the  measure  such  guards  as 
ti'ill  effectually  prevent  a  depreciation  of  their  paper,  and  ren- 
der thcrr  money  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  EDMUNDS,  Chairman. 
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The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  joint  committee,  appointed 
by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  **to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message,  as  relates  to  the 
currency  of  this  state,  with  instructions  to  invertigate  the  cau- 
ses of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank  of 
Michigan  and  the  Farmers'  and  itf  ecbanics'  bank  of  Michigan, 
in  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  also  to  investigate  the  present  con- 
dition  and  affairs  of  said  banks." 

Not  having  concurred  with  the  majority  in  their  report,  and 
believing  it  due  to  himself  and  to  the  legislature,  respectifully 
submits  in  the  form  of  a  report,  the  views  and  conclusions  to 
which  his  mind  has  been  brought  by  the  investigation  and  par 
tient  consideration  of  the  subject  matter  committed. 

The  resolution  under  which  the  committee  acted,  invested 
them  with  large  powers,  and  seemed  to  exact  from  them  thc^ 
discharge  of  an  onerous  duty,  in  an  extended  investigation* 
The  subject  of  ''the  currency,"  admitted  without  dissent,  to  be 
of  vast  importance  to  every  class  of  the  community,  but  more 
especially  to  that  portion  whose  daily  subsistence  depends  up- 
on their  daily  labor;  and  the  investigation  into  the  condition 
and  afiairs  of  the  two  principal  banks  of  the  state,  chiefly  in- 
strumental in  giving  circulation  to  ''the  currency,"  seemed  'va^ 
periously  to  demand  from  the  undersigned,  the  exercise  of  great 
care,  patient  labor,  and  determination  to  permit  no  sinister  in- 
fluence to  misdirect  his  attention;  and  no  personal  considera- 
tion to  deter  him  from  such  a  searching  examination,  as  far  as 
bis  moderate  acquaintance  with  banking  would  allow,  into  the 
condition  of  the  banks  referred  to,  and  for  which  purpose  the 
committee  was  clothed  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa* 
pers.  While  upon  the  one  hand,  he  deemed  himself  obligated 
0^  every  sense  of  duty  to  shrink  from  no  labor  and  responsi- 
bility, that  the  community  might  be  protected  from  the  evils  of 
irredeemable  circulation  and  fraudulent  banking,  he  felt  him- 
self impelled  by  an  equal  impulse,  to  avoid  an  unjust  and  unne- 
cessary interference  with  the  rights  of  these  chartered  institu* 
tions,  or  do  aught  to  jeopard  the  interests  of  their  stockholders* 
When  the  investigation  was  ordered  by  the  joint  resolutipn  of 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  could  he  have  been  apprised  of 
the  intention  to  place  his  name  on  the  committee,  he  would  hav^ 
endeavored  to  nave  eficcted  a  change,  that  some  one  more 
opmpetent  might  have  been  selected.  But  having  been  an- 
nounced as  one  of  the  committee,  he  could  not,  without  incur- 
ring censure  or  prejudice,  decline  a  duty,  which  seemed  alike 
imposed  by  the  wants  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  community 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  the  people  of  tbs  state  were 
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placed  by  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  two  principal  banks 
of  the  commercial  metropolis. 

Such  has  been  the  course  of  events  for  the  last  few  years, 
bearing  upon  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  that  a  jus- 
tifiable, yet  feverish  anxiety  is  manifest  in  the  public  mind,  on 
the  subject  of  bank  power,  bank  influence,  bank  frauds,  and 
bank  ruptures;  and  so  closely  interwoven  with  commercial  bu- 
siness, is  that  species  of  circulation,  known  as  bank  notes,  that 
the  manufacturer,  the  mechanic,  the  farmer  and  the  laborer, 
demand  that  it  should  be  based  upon  the  soHd  foundation  of  the 
constitutional  coin  of  the  country.  And  when  a  banking  insti- 
tution, either  from  justifiable  causes,  or  actual  insolvency,  is 
compelled  to  suspend  the  payment  of  its  obligations,  the  duty 
becomes  imperative  upon  the  legislature  to  direct  the  necessa- 
ry inquiry,  m  order  to  guard  the  state  against  the  loss  accruing 
from  a  spurious  circulation. 

However  solicitous,  therefore,  the  undersigned  might  have 
felt  to  escape  the  responsibility  imposed,  or  to  avoid  unjust  im- 
putation, he  could  not,  consistently  with  the  views  of  duty, 
pursue  any  other  course,  than  that  of  a  strict,  searching,  and 
impartial  investigation.  It  was  a  matter,  which  seemed  to 
him  to  have  been  invested,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
with  an  importance  and  a  character,  which  placed  it  beyond 
the  party  prejudices  and  predilections  of  the  day.  As  such,  he 
treated  it,  and  as  such,  he  could  not  be  contented  vnth  a  for- 
mal mode  of  inquiry,  touching  but  slightly  the  causes  of  sus- 
pension, or  the  true  and  genuine  condition  of  banking  institu- 
tions, proposed  to  be  entrusted  measurably  with  the  public 
treasure,  and  which  gave  an  extensive  bank  circulation  to  the 
community. 

The  committee  was  directed  by  the  resolution  of  their  ap- 
pointment, to  the  discharge  of  a  three-fold  duty  :  namely, 

1.  The  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  governor's  message 
as  relates  to  the  currency  of  the  state. 

2.  An  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  suspension 
of  specie  payment  by  the  bank  of  Michigan  and  the  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  bank  of  the  city  of  Detroit. 

3.  An  investigation  into  the  present  condition  and  affairs  of 
said  banks. 

The  undersigned,  while  he  approves  of  the  views  expressed 
in  the  message,  in  relation  to  the  high  appreciation  in  which  "a 
sound  and  available  currency"  ought  to  be  held,  and  the  pre- 
sent lamentable  depreciation  of  the  paper  promises,  on  which  a 
too  credulous  people  have  too  much  and  too  often  relied ;  yet, 
feels  himself  reluctantly  compelled  to  dissent  from  the  causes 
to  which  the  message  ascribes  the  derangement  of  the  curren- 
cy, as  also  the  remedy  for  its  restoration.  It  is  true,  that  "  an 
adequate  increase  of  the  issues  of  the  banks''  can  be  "  again  in- 
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4uced;"  but  the  undersigned  in  that  increase,  beholds  no  other 
prospect,  as  long  as  the  proposed  issues  are  the  irredeemable 
promises  of  chartered  institutions,  but  the  countenance  of  the 
evil  so  much  deplored,  and  so  generally  felt  in  the  conununity. 
As  to  ''  the  immediate  organization  of  a  state  bank,"  the  un- 
dersigned firmly  and  confidently  believes,  that  the  condition  of 
the  money  market,  and  the  well  founded  want  of  confidence  of 
the  people  in  banks,  forbids  the  reasonable  expectation  that 
such  an  institution  can  be  established  for  years,  if  ever,  in  this 
state,  nor  does  he  entertain  much  confidence  in  the  blessings 
promised  by  its  creation.  And  for  reasons  arising  from  the 
testimony  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  conclusive  to  his 
mind,  he  cannot  assent  to  the  propriety,  the  safety,  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  creating  as  it  were,  a  fictitious  currency,  not  based 
upon  gold  and  silver,  the  universal  representative  of  productive 
labor,  but  upon  an  exchange  of  irresponsible  promises,  between 
distant  banking  institutions,  to  procure  which,  a  portion  of  the 
five  million  of  dollars  loaned  to  the  state,  is  proposed  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  banks,  that  either  cannot  or  will  not 
meet  their  just  and  honest  engagements. 

Inasmuch  as  a  '^  sound  and  available  currency,  is  the  life- 
blood  of  commerce,"  and  the  ''melancholy  truth"  so  eloquently 
enforced  in  the  message,  of  the  absence,  at  this  period,  of  so 
necessary  a  means  to  trade  and  business,  is  freely  conceded, 
the  undersigned  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  the  most 
practicable  remedy  is  a  speedy  return  to  the  simplicity,  econo- 
my, integrity  and  industry  which  characterized  the  days  of  the 
revolution,  and  a  stern  avoidance  of  the  follies  and  facinations 
of  fictitious  wealth.  Labor  is  the  foundation  of  the  wealth  of 
every  country,  and  in  seeking  to  give  that  wealth,  a  represen- 
tative character  abroad,  in  order  to  effect  an  exchange  for  the 
surplus  wealth  of  other  countries,  the  undersigned  humbly  con- 
ceives that  a  resort  should  not  be  had  to  the  increase  of  pro- 
mises disproportionate  to  the  evident  ability  of  fulfillment.  In 
the  formation  of  the  federal  government,  by  the  union  for  cer- 
tain general  purposes  of  the  sovereign  states,  power  was  con* 
ceded  and  power  was  withheld.  That  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  is  exercised  in  prescribing  the  currency  for  the  whole 
people,  was,  as  it  seems  to  the  undersigned,  prohibited  to  the 
states,  and  expressly  granted  to  the  general  government.  The 
>*  coining  of  money"  and  the  regulating  the  value  thereof,  was 
a  power  expressly  granted  to  congress,  while  the  different 
states  were  expressly  forbidden  by  the  constitution  *'to  coin 
money,"  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make  any  thing  but  "gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts."  Gold  and  silver  coin, 
seems,  therefore,  to  the  undersigned,  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  to  which  alone  the  message  could  have 
alluded,  and  the  general  want  of  which  am<wg  all  classes  of 
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the  community,  may  be  attributed  to  the  combination  of  a  mnU 
tiplicity  of  causes,  among  which  are  prominent,  the  facilities 
anbrded  by  bank  power  to  folly  and  wickedness  to  inundate  the 
country  with  unneeded  foreign  importations;  and  a  paper  me- 
dium of  exchange,  banishing  the  precious  metals  from  the  coun- 
try, promoting  wild  and  extravagant  speculation;  causing  sud- 
den and  ruinous  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  properties;  produ- 
cing extensive  failures,  and  increasing  the  quantity  of  a  circu- 
lating medium  above  and  beyond  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
and  consequently  depreciating  its  value.  Truly  are  "these 
within  the  recollection  of  us  all."  The  constitutional  currency 
"which  has  been  recklessly  thrown  away,"  and  for  which  the 
fluctuating  promises  of  corporate  institutions  has  been  substi- 
tuted, has,  within  the  last  few  years,  been  prolific  of  extensive 
bankruptcies  and  ruinous  distress  to  the  laborer  and  mechanic, 
whose  comfort  and  prosperity  depends  much  upon  a  stable 
currency. 

In  the  expression  of  these  views,  the  undersigned  does  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  intimating  the  opinion,  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  prohibits  the  several  states  from 
the  incorporation  of  banks  of  issue,  deposite  and  circulation. 
By  no  means.  Such  power  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
alone  belongs  to  the  states,  as  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  re-' 
served  and  not  granted.  But  such  banks  of  state  creation,  can- 
not be  empowered  by  state  legislation  with  giving  a  currency 
to  the  country,  and  in  authorizing  them  to  issue  their  notes  in 
circulation,  they  can  only  be  legitimately  considered  as  floating 
promises  to  pay  their  respective  amounts  on  demand,  in  the 
currency  of  the  constitution.  Any  other  currency  is  unknown 
to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  government;  any  other  currency 
is  unstable  and  unsafe;  any  other  currency,  while  it  may  tend 
temporarily  to  elevate  the  ingenuous  speculator  in  stocks  or 
lands,  most  assuredly  depresses  the  great  mass  of  society. 

It  was  but  lately  that  this  young  and  rising  state,  so  admira- 
bly calculated  by  position,  soil  and  natural  avenues  to  the  ocean, 
to  rise  rapidly  to  wealth  and  importance,  witnessed  the  extra- 
ordinary and  lamentable  picture  of  being  covered  from  lake  to 
lake  with  innumerable  banks,  showering  their  worthless  paper, 
like  the  locusts  of  ancient  Egypt,  over  the  whole  land.  Like 
the  same  curse,  they  flourished  but  a  short  time,  devastating 
the  land,  but  soon  disappeared,  leaving  the  imperishable  traces 
of  ruin  behind  them.  And  in  this  general  havoc,  who  suffer- 
ed most?  What  class  held  the  greater  part  of  the  worth- 
less promises  of  payment  T  Certainly  not  the  keen-visioned 
speculator^  who  seems  to  scent  peril  at  the  greatest  distance. 
No,  no«  The  innocent,,  industrious  and  the  honest,  were  the 
sufferers.  The  dwellings  of  the  poor  man,  and  not  the  habitat- 
tions  of  the  rich,  were  the  spots  to  which  this  broken  note  tor- 
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nado  directed  iU  chief  havoc,  and  expended  its  force.  There 
were  few  poor  men,  but  what  found  at  the  termination  of  the 
storm,  that  their  wages  saved  for  a  day  of  affliction  or  of  trial, 
were  represented  in  worthless  trash,  purporting  to  be  bank 
notes,  and  for  a  time  fashionably  styled  and  used  as  the  chief 
currency  of  the  state. 

No  circulation  of  bank  paper,  as  long  as  the  imports  of  the 
nation  exceed  to  a  great  extent  its  exports,  can  be  considered 
otherwise  than  fluctuating,  and  consequently  cannot  be  safely 
depended  upon  as  a  sound  currency.   The  creditor  nation  does 
not  reoogcize  the  paper  representation  of  specie  issued  by  the 
debtor  nation;   and,  where  the  balance  of  trade  is  largely 
against  the  latter,  such  paper  medium  must  inevitably  depre* 
ciate,  and  the  loss  consequent  thereon,  most  generally  falls  up- 
on the  laboring  and  producing  classes.     Paper  money  inflates 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  while  the  price  of  labor 
remains  stationary,  and  at  the  standard  fixed  by  the  immutable 
laws  of  trade.    It  does  not  correctly  represent  the  labor  of  the 
country,  nor  its  products.   It  is  not  its  wealth  or  its  capital  It 
possesses  no  intrinsic  value.    It  is  not  money.   It  is  but  a  mere 
promise  to  pay  money.     It  is  a  species  of  circulating  debts, 
and  "their  issue  and  augmentation,  augments  nothing  but  the 
debts  of  the  country."  Analyzed  by  reason  and  experience,  a  bank 
note  is  nothing  more  than  the  evidence  of  corporate  indebted- 
ness, and  every  loan  by  a  bank  of  its  paper,  only  increases  the 
circulation  of  the  debt  of  the  country,  and  adds  not  one  copper 
to  its  substantial  wealth.     The  undersigned,  therefore,  cannot 
resist  the  impression,  that  the  uniform  currency  contemplated 
by  the  constitution,  can  and  does  consist  only  in  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  designated  in  that  instrument;  and  that  the  derange- 
ment in  the  currency  of  this  state,  to  which  allusion  is  made  in 
the  executive  message,  is  only  to  be  considered,  in  truth  and 
in  fact,  as  the  lamentable  indebtedness  of  the  banking  incorpo- 
rations, and  of  those  citizens,  who,  misled  by  the  afiurements 
of  inflated  prices,  and  the  ignis  fatuus  of  speculation,  have 
steeped  themselves  too  far  in  the  temptations  of  credit,  and  been 
sudaenly  overtaken  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  precious  metals, 
to  meet  the  demands  of  a  foreign  market 

Lest  the  undersigned  might  render  himself  obnoxious  to  per- 
version and  misrepresentation  in  the  foregoing  expression  of 
his  views,  in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the  executive  messa^ 
specially  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  he 
deems  it  due  to  himself,  explicitly  to  state,  that  he  entertains 
no  opinion  hostile  to  those  state  corporations,  the  banking  pri- 
vileges of  which  are  based  upon  the  possession  of  ample  specie 
means  to  justify  the  circulation  of  their  corporate  promises, 
and  whose  operations  are  legitimately  confined  to  renderng 
proper  facilities  to  the  mercantile  conununity.    For  such  pur* 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  365 

poses,  he  believes  banks  were  originally  instituted,  but  when 
they  overleap  these  salutary  bounds,  and  become  the  mere 
manufactories  of  paper  money,  giving  life  and  being  and  en- 
couragement to  speculation,  and  undervaluing  the  pursuits  of 
honest  labor,  he  cannot  otherwise  consider  them  than  as  ap- 
propriate objects  of  unmitigated  censure. 

But  secondly*  The  committee  were  instructed  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  papments  by  the 
bank  of  Michigan  and  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Mi- 
chigan, in  the  city  of  Detroit 

hi  the  discharge  of  this  important  duty,  the  committee  has 
been  laboriously  engaged  since  the  period  of  their  appointment, 
and  have  availed  themselves  of  the  power  with  which  they 
were  clothed.  So  far  as  the  undersigned  has  been  enabled  to 
trace  this  effect,  so  ruinous  to  the  credit  of  the  state,  and  so 
embarrassing  to  the  business  operations  of  its  citizens,  to  a 
plain  and  palpable  cause,  he  must  leave  it  to  the  legislature  to 
judge.  From  the  mass  of  testimony  elicited,  much  variety  of 
opinion  must  exist.  But  he  firmly  believes,  that  a  spirit  of 
candor,  unfettered  by  prejudice,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  as- 
cribe the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  institutions  referred  to, 
but  to  one  cause  alone,  and  that  was,  the  evident  inability  at  the 
period  of  suspension,  to  meet  their  outstanding  obligations  in 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country.  There  may  be  pe- 
riods in  the  commercial  history  of  the  country,  such  as  a  na- 
tional war,  or  some  unforeseen  calamity,  when  perfectly  sound 
banking  institutions  must  resort  to  a  temporary  suspension  of 
payment,  as  a  means  of  defence — ^not  for  themselves,  but  for 
the  community.  But  in  a  state  of  profound  peace  with  all  the 
world,  and  in  the  absence  of  those  visitations  of  general  cala- 
mity which  sometimes  may  overtake  the  most  provident  and 
industrious,  such  an  event  by  a  moneyed  corporation  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  an  evidence  of  either  mismanagement  or  in* 
solvency. 

Whether  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  Detroit,  was  resort- 
ed to  as  a  means  of  justifiable  defence  or  not,  facts  must  speak, 
and  should  be  heeded. 

On  the  28th  day  of  October,  1839,  an  advertisement  was  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  of  the  capital,  signed  by  the  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan  and  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Mi- 
chi^n,  announcing  that  the  boards  of  directors  of  these  insti- 
tutions, luiving  taken  into  consideration  the  then  existing  con- 
juncture, deemed  it  expedient  to.  suspend,  temporarily,  the  re- 
demption of  their  notes  in  coin.  In  this  published  notice,  the 
cause,  or  the  reasons  impelling  to  the  act,  are  not  stated,  be- 
yond the  statement  of  the  fact,  that  they  were  impelled  to  such 
a  course  by  the  existence  of  "a  conjuncture,"  the  character  or 
nature  of  which  is  omitted,    What  that  ^'conjuncture"  was, 
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must  therefore  be  collected  from  the  evidence  given  to  the 
committee  by  the  officers  of  the  banks.     This  testimony  dis* 
closes  this  state  of  facts  as  existing  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1839: 
The  bank  of  Michigan  had  then, 

Specie  on  hand,  #28,578  18 

U.  S.  treasury  drafts,  15,000  00 

Making  specie  funds^  <43,578  18 

And  by  the  annual  statement  of  the  bank,  made 
on  the  first  of  January,  1840,  it»  circulation 

was  tl  14,485  51 

Due  depositors,  192,806  51 

Drafts  on  time,  49,509  69 

Post  notes  on  time,  17,524  OQ 

Due  to  banks,  14,728  27 

Due  to  the  state,  26,456  67 

Due  treasurer  United  States,  175,444  25- 

Due  university  of  Michigan,  5,549  92 

Making  immediate  Kabilities  amount  to        $596,504  82> 

In  this  statement,  forty  thousand  dollars  of  the  circulation  is^ 
supposed,  by  the  report  from  which  the  amount  is  quoted,,  to- 
be  lost  by  the  lapse  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  there  are  immediate  assets^ 
not  cognizable  under  the  designation  of  specie  funds,  that  may 
be  offset  against  the  sum  total  of  immediate  liabilities,  such  as 
the  following: 

Due  by  the  United  States,  advances  to  Indiaa 

department,  924,109  12 

Due  by  state  of  Michigan,  36,267  29 

Due  by  state  of  Michigan,  drafts  on  N.  Y.,  43,000  00* 

Due  from  banks,  $49,873  72 

Deducting  sums  due  from  banks 

which  have  failed,  1,595  78 

48,277  94 

-  —  - 

$151,654  3& 

Making  the  sum  of  probable  assets  to  liquidate  immediate 
demands  amount  to  $151,654  35.  From  this  review  ef  the 
accounts  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  it  seems  to  the  undersigned, 
that  the  excess  of  immediate  liabilities  over  immediate  means, 
or  coin,  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  $552,926  64;  but,  admitting 
that  the  bank,  through  its  assets,  was  possessed  with  power  to 
negotiate  into  a  harmless  neutrality  every  other  item  of  inune- 
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diate  demasdSy  until  the  realization  of  all  its  outstanding  debts* 
except  its  circulation,  and  minister  quiet  and  tranquility  to  its 
depositors,  yet,  nevertlieless  the  item  of  circulatum,  consist^ 
ing  of  its  promises  to  pay  on  demand^  exceeded  its  coin  on  the 
day  of  suspension,  by^i  the  sum  of|  $30,907  33,  exclusive  of  the 
#40,000  supposed  to  have  been  lost. 

To  one  unacquainted  with  the  mystification  in  which  the  bu- 
siness of  banking  is  too  often  enveloped,  the  statement  here- 
with exhibited,  affords  a  plain  and  simple  answer  to  that  part 
of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature,  instructing  an  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  suspension  by  the  bank  of  Michigan,  on  the 
28th  of  October,  1830.  The  answer  is  furnished  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  undersigned  declines  anticipating,  what  it  ap- 
pears to  him  is  so  plainly  inferable. 

In  regard  to  the  Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan, 
the  evidence  exhibits  the  astounding  fact,  that,  on  the  day  of 
suspension  already  alluded  to,  its  whole  amount  of  coin  in  its 
vaults,  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  $3,993  10.  It  is  not  as- 
certained what  was  its  immediate  liabilities  on  that  day,  but 
from  the  testimony  of  the  cashier,  the  following  statement  was 
furnished  as  existing  on  the  first  of  this  instant 

Immediate  Liabilities. 

Due  U.  S.  government,  9103,969  24 

Due  to  banks  on  time,  $84,791  .59 

Due  to  banks  on  demand,  3,492  85 

88,284  44 

Drafts  on  time,  10,000  00 

To  individual  depositors,  20,811  75 

Notes  in  circulation,  21,500  00 

Total  amount  of  liabilities,  $244,565  43 

Available  Means. 

Due  from  other  banks  than  its  branch,  $7,258  98 

Solvent  bank  notes  other  than  its  branch,  4,982  25 

Specie,  15,686  24 

Total  available  means,  l!27,927  47 

■  I  I  ■  I      ■  ■ 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of  means  to  the  amount  of  $216,637  96 

The  question  here  arises,  how  far  these  banls  will  be  able 
to  avail  themselves,  during  the  current  year,  of  their  debts  re- 
ceivable; so  as  to  make  the  amounts  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  deficits,  existing  as  the  manifest  aifference  between  their 
immediate  liabilities,  and  their  immediate  means.  In  the  pre* 
sent  embarrassed  condition  of  the  state,  and  the  country  gene* 
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rally,  it  may  be  reasonably  questioned,  whether  the  individiial 
debtors  to  these  banks,  can  pay  their  respective  notes,  and  in 
default  of  which,  how  can  it  be  possible  for  them  to  supply  the 
necessary  means?  This  question,  however,  trespasses  upon 
the  third  branch  of  the  inquiry  entrusted  to  the  committee,  be- 
fore entering  on  which,  it  may  be  proper  to  point  to  the  drcii- 
lation  and  deposites  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  and 
its  coin  on  hand,  on  the  28th  of  October,  as  a  sufficient  solu- 
tion of  the'  cause  of  its  -suspension  of  payment. 

And  here,  the  undersigned  may  be  indulged  with  the  obser- 
vation, that  banking  institutions,  although  yielding  profits  to 
stockholders  alone,  and  so  far  a  species  of  private  property, 
yet,  from  the  chartered  privileges  which  they  enjoy,  and  from 
the  circumstance  of  their  circulation  being  generally  receiva- 
ble by  the  community,  as  the  price  of  produce  and  labor,  they 
in  fact  become  public  institutions,  and  are  every  way  ^pro- 

{)riate  subjects  of  strict  legislative  scrutiny  and  attention.  The 
aw  of  their  creation,  does  not,  however,  place  them  above  in- 
dividual citizens,  in  regard  to  the  judgment  honestly  to  be  pro- 
nounced upon  their  corporate  acts.  Nor  should  any  unjust 
distinction  be  permitted  to  be  drawn  between  them  and  indi* 
vidual  citizens.  When  a  merchant,  by  unforseen  losses,  or 
unwise  and  improvident  calculation,  is  rendered  unable  to  meet 
his  solemn  engagements,  he  becomes  by  common  understan- 
ding, insoli^ent,  and  loses  all  credit  with  his  brethren,  and 
even  with  banking  institutions  themselves.  In  vain  he  may 
point  to  the  numerous  outstanding  obligations,  far  exceeding 
the  amount  of  his  indebtedness,  and  requiring  only  time  to  ren- 
der available;  in  vain  he  may  exhibit  his  books— his  bonds — 
his  accounts,  it  matters  not  The  responsibility  of  the  hour 
is  forfeited,  and  the  customary  but  invariable  law  of  trade  de- 
nounces him  bankrupt,  and  his  property  and  his  means  must 
meet  the  hard  sacrifice,  consequent  to  broken  mercantile  en- 
gagements. But,  a  different  rule  is  expected  to  prevail  in  re- 
gard to  banks,  which,  although  endowed  with  highly  advanta- 
geous franchises,  desire  and  even  seem  to  demand  from  the 
legislature,  the  additional  privilege  of  forfeiting  at  pleasure 
their  chartered  injunctions,  and  bidding  defiance,  as  well  to  the 
just  demands  of  the  communitv,  as  to  the  vital  principle  of 
their  chartered  existence.  And  if  this  inequality,  as  between 
moneyed  corporations  and  citizens,  is  to  be  sanctioned  by  indis- 
creet and  unjust  legislation;  if,  to  the  one,  impunity  is  to  be 
added  to  immunity;  and  to  the  other,  nothing  but  the  strict 
demands  of  the  law;  if,  even  the  rules  of  literature  are  to  be 
whimsically  changed  to  gratify  the  trembUng  solicitude  of  cor* 
porate  power,  and  inability  to  pay,  be  termed  suspenston,  when 
applied  to  banks,  and  insolvency  when  applied  to  individuals; 
a  perilous  innovation  is  threatened  to  the  free  principles  ef 
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the  constitution;  and  encouragement  given  to  the  impercepti- 
ble, but  sure  growth  of  a  power,  that  may,  in  the  process  of 
time,  prove  too  strong  for  the  government  itself. 

But,  thirdhf^  the  joint  resolution  instructed  the  committee 
^<  to  investigate  the  present  condition  and  affairs,"  of  the  banks 
in  Detroit 

Presuming  that  the  resolution  contemplates  a  two-fold  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  matter  entrusted  to  the  examination  of 
the  committee,  and  intentionally  indicates  a  distinction  as  exis- 
ting between  the  condition  of  banks  and  the  affairs  of  banks, 
tlie  undersigned  feels  impelled  to  pursue  the  same  path  and  ob- 
serve the  distinction  thus  wisely  set  forth  in  the  instructions  to 
the  committee.  The  condition  of  a  corporation  most  obvi- 
ously means  its  legal  position  and  corporate  existence  in  the  fra- 
ternity of  corporate  bodies  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  or  in 
fewer  words,  its  legal  condition  contemplates  its  title  to  char- 
tered power.  The  affairs  of  a  bank  more  properly  compre- 
hends its  pecuniary  means  and  liabilities,  impliedly  admitting 
the  validity  of  its  corporate  being.  With  this  understanding 
and  definition  of  the  terms  employed  in  the  resolution,  the  un- 
dersigned, for  the  greater  convenience  of  exhibiting  his  opizv- 
ions,  will  reverse  the  order  adopted,  and  consider, 

First.  Affairs  of  the  banks,  and 

Second.  Their  condition. 

The  of  airs  of  the  Detroit  banks. 

The  testimony  which  accompanies  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee,  so  far  as  the  statements  of  the  officers  of  the  banks, 
can  be  relied  on  as  giving  full  and  fair  exhibits,  (and  the  under- 
signed cannot  impugn  their  fidelity,  but,  must  bear  testimony 
to  their  gentlemanly  deportment,)  will  afford  to  the  legislature 
a  view  of  the  affairs  of  these  banks  highly  important  and  inte- 
resting to  the  public  The  undersigned  will  not  trespass  un- 
necessarily on  the  time  of  the  legislature,  by  a  recapitulation  of 
the  accounts  as  given  in  evidence  ;  they  can  be  referred  to, 
and  read  by  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  questions  involved. 
In  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sanger,  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of 
Michigan,  to  be  found  on  page  six  of  the  testimony,  in  reply  to 
the  eighth  question,  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  to- 
tal amount  of  liabilities  and  the  total  amount  of  assets  of  that 
bank  is  given. 
Without  enumerating  the  items,  the  total  amount 

of  liabilities,  is  1^06,404  31 

do  do        assets,  is  1,261,660  88 

Making  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  bank,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  655,256  57 
But  on  a  recurrence  to  the  items  composing  the  assets  of 
[H.  R.  Doc]                   47 
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tfie  bank,  the  pictore,  thas,  at  first  view  piewnted,  beoomat 
rather  gloomy  indeed,  and  overshadowed  with  clouds  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty.  The  two  first  itemg,  of  loans  on  peraonal 
tfecarity,  amounting  to  •712,802  21,  and  real  estate  securities 
amounting  to  9243,916  99,  and  the  whole  amounting  to  9956,* 
809  20,  locks  up  in  the  womb  of  time,  dependant  upon  the  mul- 
tifarious  circumstances  of  successful  litigation  and  the  eventfal 
solvency  of  d^tors,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  ass^s 
of  the  bank. 

But  the  testimony  in  relation  to  the  Fanners'  and  Mecha- 
nics' bank,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  afibrds  a  still  more 
melancholy  account  of  "empty  boxes." 

The  following  statement  is  extracted  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Welles,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  the  committee: 
Liabilities  to  the  public,  exclusive  of  profit  and 

loss,  CSIG^SIS  63 

Assets,  755,819  43 

But  those  assets,  when  analyzed,  exhibit  as 
follows: 
Penonal  $ecurides,  a  large  amount  of  which  is 

collaterally  secured  by  real  estate,  550,126  53 

Bonds  and  mortgages.  51,850  18 

Real  estate,  15,907  73 

Banking  hpuse,  9,011  18 

Stock  of  bank,  taken  in  payment  of  debts,  8,875  OQ 

And  it  further  appears,  as  an  additional  amount 
of  assets,  the  following  sums: 

Due  from  its  branch  51,728  88 

Bills  of  its  branch  on  hand,  •  38,484  00 

Now,  it  is  conceded  without  hesitation,  and  in  justice  to 
these  institutions,  that  should  they  be  able,  in  the  course  of  a 
reasonable  period  of  time,  to  realize  the  items  termed  "  loans 
on  personal  security,"  and  "  real  estate  securities,"  that  they 
are  perfectly  solvent  and  worthy  of  pubKc  confidence.  Whe- 
ther such  expectations  can  be  reasonably  indulged,  considering 
the  vast  indebtedness  of  those  who  have  thus  been  nourished 
by  these  institutions^  and  the  great  depreciation  in  the  estimates 
made  on  real  estate,  during  the  age  of  speculative  inflation  that 
has  gone  by,  is  a  subject  of  solemn  consideration,  not  only  for 
the  legislature,  but  for  the  institutions  themselves.  Without 
desiring  to  utter  aught  that  might  impair  their  genuine  stand- 
ing, the  undersigned  may  venture  the  observation,  which  seems 
to  him  as  apparent  as  the  light  of  truth,  that  the  solvency  of 
these  institutions  is  hypothetical,  depending  altogether  upon 
the  ability  of  their  debtors  to  comply  with  their  engagements. 
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It  is  true,  that  a  resort  may  be  had  to  the  courts  <^  justice,  to 
compel  payment,  within  the  usual  period  allotted  by  litigation 
lor  the  recovery  of  debt.  But,  even  here,  a  difficulty  of  some 
magmtode  presents  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  undersign- 
-ed*  The  institution  of  •suits  by  corporations,  are  not  so  gene* 
rally  favored  in  the  school  of  honor,  as  the  legal  demands  of 
^Otber  creditors*  Either  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  or  with  a 
"viaw  to  defeat  a  recovery,  a  series  of  pleading  may  be  reasona* 
bly  anticipated,  contesting  at  the  threshhold  the  corporate  right 
cf  these  institutions,  to  use  the  process  of  courts.  The  argu- 
sient,  tending  to  denv  their  corporate  existence,  is  not  peculiar 
•to  the  opponents  of  banking.  It  will  be  found  buminff  on  the 
Jms  of  many  of  that  class  of  our  citizens,  esteemed  the  advocates 
ipf  bank  power,  and  wielded  by  them  as  a  legal  protection 
against  its  claims  in  our  courts  of  jastice. 

It  is  not  for  the  undersigned  to  express,  at  this  time,  what 
reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  position  intimated,  that  these  in- 
«tttutiens,  being  created  by  territorial  legislation,  do  not  legally 
possess  corporate  authority;  but  it  seems  to  him  obvious,  that 
m  case  resort  is  had  to  suits  at  law,  to  render  that  portion  of 
4iasets  available,  a  prolongation  of  time  will  inevitably  attend 
their  eventual  recovery. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  express  powers, 
designated  in  the  instrument,  wer^  conferred  by  the  people  and 
the  states,  on  the  federal  congress.  In  their  enumeration,  no 
power  is  perceived  authorizing  congress  to  create  bank  corpo- 
rations in  the  organized  territories  of  the  United  States.  There 
is  no  express  power  granted  to  congress  to  establish  a  nationd 
bank,  yet  such  power  has  been  inferred  by  the  highest  judicial 
tribunals,  whose  decisions  are  part  of  the  general  law,  a$  a  ne- 
eessary  means  to  carry  the  expressed  powers  into  execution.  This 
principle,  however,  cannot  apply  to  the  creation  by  congress, 
of  territorial  banks,  it  not  being  within  the  scope  of  possibility 
that  such  corporations  would  be  considered  as  means  necessa- 
ry to  enable  congress  to  exercise  the  powers  expressly  confer- 
red. Yet  the  legislation  of  a  territory  is  subordinate  to  the 
creative  legislation  of  congress,  and  would  it  not  follow  sb  a 
legal  consequence,  that  the  legislative  council  of  the  late  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  being  the  creature  of  the  federal  congress, 
could  not  exercise  greater  powers  than  granted  to  the  supreme 
legislature. 

But  the  undersigned  forbears  further  to  dilate  upon  the  pro- 
bable consequence  of  the  institution  of  suits  by  the  banks,  for 
the  recovery  of  their  debts,  being  satisfied  in  his  own  mind 
tiiat,  apart  from  the  tedious  process  of  litigation  which  ever 
attends  the  ungracious  waitings  upon  justice,  other  difficulties 
of  equal  magnitude  will  assuredly  postpone  and  protract  the 
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available  assets  into  that  species  of  meass  ree<^;nized  by  the 
law  and  constitution,  as  a  legal  tender. 

But  he  cannot  refrain  to  ddrect  attention  to  the  fact,  diado- 
sed  in  the  evidence,  that  one  fatal  effect  of  bank  sospensioa  i% 
the  tacit  repudiation  by  banks  themselves  of  their  ovni  eo- 
gagements.  thereby  setting  forth  the  immoral  and  pernicious  ex- 
ample of  litigation  for  delay,  and  of  contesting  jost  and  rights 
eous  claims  where  the  ability  to  fulfill  exists,  but  pride  and  vii^- 
dictiveness  prompt  to  a  different  course. 

It  will  be  perceived  in  the  testimony,  that  since  the  28th 
day  of  October,  the  bank  of  Michigan  hfus  been  sued  before  a 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  several  suits  for  small  sums  by  dif- 
ferent individuals,  and  on  which,  judgment  was  recovered, 
and  a  resort  had  to  the  stay  of  execution^  a  lenity  granted,  by 
the  law,  to  save  struggling  adversity  fA>m  immediate  sacrifice, 
and  never  designed  to  gratify  wealth,  in  preserving  its  means 
from  the  just  demand  of  creditors.  These  suits  were  on  the 
notes  of  the  bank.  When  presented  and  when  sued,  the  bank 
must  have  had  better  than  30,000  dollars  in  its  vaults.  What 
inference  can  be  drawn  by  untramelled  ethics  1 

In  the  evidence  given  by  Messrs.  Drew  and  Richmond,  a 
similar  repudiation  by  this  bank,  of  their  own  bills,  is  apparent. 
Why  then  should  it  be  expected,  that  the  public  or  the  legisla- 
ture should  extend  faith,  when  it  is  refused  by  the  institutions 
themselves  1  Or  can  it  be  said  with  truth,  that  the  affairs  of 
banking  institutions  are  in  a  sound  state,  when  their  own  cir- 
culation is,  by  themselves  discredited,  and  depreciated  below 
its  nominal  value  1 

Second*     The  condition  of  the  Banks. 

The  bank  of  Michigan  was  established,  by  an  act  of  the 
legislative  council  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  adopted  De- 
cember 19,  1829. 

The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan  was  estalv 
Jished  by  the  same  authority,  approved  Noveml^r  5,  1829. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  act,  and  the  twentieth  sec- 
tion of  the  last  act,  the  wise  provision  was  made  by  the  legis- 
lature, compulsive  upon  these  institutions  to  meet  and  fmfiH 
their  obligations  in  coin.  The  language  of  the  legislature  ia 
mandatory.  It  admits  of  no  subterfuge,  It  denies  to  party  or 
{>oIiticaI  predetermination  the  refuge  of  interested  construc- 
tion. It  operates  directly,  like  the  knife  of  the  suicide,  and 
terminates  corporate  existence,  without  either  judicial  or  legia* 
lative  interposition.  It  solemnly  pronounces  the  fiat,  that,  on 
the  occurrence  of  a  specified  event,  the  legal  consequence  shall 
follow,  that  arrests  them  in  their  further  corporate  existence. 
The  undersii^ned  cites  the  language  of  tiie  law,  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding  of  his  views.    It  is  as  follows: 
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**  That,  if  the  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit  and  the  bills  and 
notes  issued,  are  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due,  and  redeem* 
ed  at  the  banking  houses  of  the  said  banks  at  the  city  of  De- 
troit^ and  within  banking  hours,  in  specie,  the  said  corpora* 
lions  shall  be  dissolved." 

On  the  28th  of  October,  the  banks  proclaimed  to  the  public 
their  approaching  dissolution,  but,  when  they  refused  payment 
on  the  presentment  of  their  notes,  the  dissolution  was  efi'ected, 
and  the  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  testimony  exhibited  to  the  committee,  proves  conclu- 
sively the  forfeiture  of  the  charters  of  these  banks.  Should 
he  hesitate  to  avow  this,  his  serious  and  deliberate  conviction, 
he  would  prove  recreant  to  the  public,  and  by  no  means  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  stockholders.  Should  the  legisla- 
ture agree  with  him  in  opinion,  steps  may  be  immediately  taken 
to  remedy,  if  possible,  the  evil  which  has  occurred,  and  re- 
suscitate, if  deemed  wise  and  proper,  these  banks,  which  have 
clearly  forfeited  the  franchises  secured  by  their  charters.  By 
the  testimony,  it  appears,  that  both  these  banks  have  issued  in 
circulation,  post  notes  on  time,  that  is,  promises  to  pay  at  a 
future  day,  as  well  as  their  own  notes,  wearing  on  the  face  the 
promise  of  the  parent  bank,  attested  by  their  officers. 

This  description  of  circulation  seems,  to  the  undersigned, 
as  deceptive  to  the  unwary,  and  clearly  unwarranted  by  the 
law.  The  location  of  the  branches  are  distant  some  hundred 
miles  from  the  city.  These  bank  bills,  resembling  at  first 
glance  the  genuine  promises  of  the  parent,  payable  in  Detroit 
on  demand,  prove  on  closer  inspection,  like  Macbeth's  witches, 

"Ta  keep  the  word  of  promiae  to  the  ear, 
Bat  break  it  to  the  hope." 

Nor  can  the  undersigned  perceive,  either  in  the  provisions 
of  the  charters,  or  in  subsequent  enactments,  authority  for  the 
issue  of  either.  The  judiciary  of  a  neighboring  state  has  al- 
ready pronounced  post  notes  to  be  unwarranted  by  similar 
charters,  and  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  7th,  1834, 
referred  to  by  the  banks,  as  justifying  their  mode  of  issuing 
branch  notes,  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  wan- 
rant  these  banks  in  procuring  their  owfa  bills  to  be  transversely 
stamped  at  a  printing  office  in  this  city,  with  words  importing 
payment  at  the  branch,  and  originating  from  the  parent  coun- 
ters, their  circulation  in  this  city,  before  they  have  ever  passed 
the  threshhold  of  their  branches*  The  branches  are  alone  al- 
lowed, by  the  section  referred  to,  "  to  emit"  the  bills  of  the  par 
anent  banks,  redeemable  at  their  branches. 

But,  furthermore,  the  undersigned  cannot  leave  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  without  specially  directing  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature to  the  fact  disclosed  in  the  testimony,  that  these  banks 
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_  parent  institutiond,  drculale  to  a  large  amount,  the  notes 
of  their  branches;  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  fifth  aectiooof 
**  an  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  and  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  and  bank  of  River  Raisin," 
passed  by  the  territorial  legislature,  the  7th  of  March,  1834. 
That  section  authorizes  the  branches  to  issue  bills  mnfud  by  the 
officers  thereof  J  *^  being  bills  of  the  parent  banks^  made  payable 
at  the  said  branches^  There  is  no  authority  given  to  eitfa^r  of 
the  parent  banks,  to  issue  in  circulation  their  own  notes,  made 
by  themselves  without  concert  with  the  branches.  This  is  clearly 
manifest  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  law,  otherwise  a  widb 
door  would  be  open  to  fraud  and  corporate  irrespoosibiiitv. 
In  illustration  of  this  view,  the  undersigned  would  pointedly 
refer  to  that  portion  of  the  testimony  to  be  found  under  (e,) 
and  the  answer  of  Mr.  Sanger  to  questions  3  and  4,  under  the 
bead  of  '*  due  banks,"  propounded  by  the  undersigned. 

The  fourth  question  is  specific,  as  follows:  *^Has  not  the 
bank,  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1640,  procured  some  830,000 
or  more  of  tbbir  notes  to  be  stampbd  at  a  printing  officb 
IN  rme  city,  with  the  words  ^^ payable  at  their  branch  at  Kaltt^ 
maTJoo^^  or  words  to  that  efiTecL 

This  question  was  designed  to  elicit  information  in  regard  to 
the  mode  bv  which  the  notes  of  the  branches  were  circulated, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  that  class  of  parent  notes  thrown 
into  circulation  with  the  illegible  shelter  of  being  made  paya- 
ble at  the  branch.  TVme,  quantity  and  place  are  specially  asso* 
dated  in  the  question,  with  the  act,  concerning  which,  informa- 
tion is  sought.  And  let  the  simple  answer  be  noted.  Mr.  San* 
cer  replies,  "  It  lias  I  /"  The  fact  then  is  established,  that  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  located  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  has,  since  the 
1st  of  January y  1840,  procured  some  $30,000  or  mork  of  their 
notes,  to  be  stamped  at  a  printing  office  in  said  city,  with 
words  making  them  payable  at  its  branch  at  Kalamazoo;  and 
that  it  has  issued  such  notes  from  its  counter,  as  is  detailed  in 
die  answer  of  the  cashier  to  the  previous  interrogatory. 

Now,  when  the  undersigned  takes  into  consideration  the  re- 

e^rt  made  by  the  bank  commissioner  to  this  legislature,  dated 
ecember  30,  1 839,  and  No.  4,  of  house  documents,  and  com- 
pares the  condition  of  the  branch  of  this  bank  with  this  evi- 
dence, he  cannot  form  any  other  conclusion  than  that  this  act 
of  originally  circulating  branch  notes,  is  a  violation  of  the  law 
md  perilous  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  It  cer- 
tainly cannot  meet  legislative  approval,  and  is  most  assuredly 
deceptive  and  vexatious  to  the  business  public. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  by  the  commissioner's  report, 
the  affairs  of  the  branch  bank  of  Michigan  are  thus  represented 
at  the  close  of  the  yiear  1839: 
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Girailatioii,  •59,859  00 

Deposites,  8,793  70 

Making  its  immediate  liabilities  amoimt  to  063»652  70 

And  that  all  the  immediate  meanSf  to  meet  the  same,  amotmt 
only  to 

'' Specie  on  hand,  05,571  4111" 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  small  specie  bcMs^  to  meet  a 

circulation  of  059,859  00,  and  03,793  76  of  deposites,  the  par 

rent  bank  in  Detroit,  without  apparent  concert  with  this  branch, 

increases  iU  liabilities  to  the  public,  since  the  Ist  of  January, 

*^  sons  THIRTY  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  OR  MORE  1"       With  thisfoCt 

on  record^  connected  with  the  large  amount  of  branch  circula- 
tion,  appearing  in  the  statement  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mecba* 
nics'  bank,  the  undersigned  feels  warranted  in  the  remark,  that 
the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  9th  March,  1834,  if  not  ex- 
pressly and  literally  violated,  yet  that  it  has  been  so  infringed, 
as  to  prove  a  convenient  cloak  to  conceal  deformity,  and  that 
either  these  branches,  or  their  parents,  are  worthy  of  the  irti- 
mediate  application  of  legislative  action. 

Sudi  being  the  views  honestly  entertained  and  deliberately 
formed  by  the  undersigned,  he  commits  the  subject  to  the  le* 
gislature,  ixom  which  the  committee  emanated,  ior  such  action 
in  the  premises,  as  may  be  prompted  by  wisdom,  dictated  by 
justice,  and  guided  by  patriotism. 

REUBEN  D.  TURNER. 


Journal  (md  Proceedings, 

The  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  on  the  21st  day  of 
January,  1840,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  gover- 
Dor's  message  as  relates  to  the  currency,  &c.,  met  on  the  28tli 
instant,  at  me  banking  house  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  at  half 
^st  0  o'clock.  Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidtley,  Laxue|. 
Turner,  Brown  and  Stockton. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mn  Edmunds,  read  the  UA* 
lowing  resolution: 

*-^Resolved^  ( the  house  of  representatives  concurring,)  That 
a  joint  committee  of  three  members  of  the  senate,  and  five 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  be  appointed,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  currency  of  this  state,  with  instructions  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Meclumics'  bank  of 
Michigan,  in  tne  city  of  Detroit;  and  also  to  investigate  the 
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{^resent  condition  and  affairs  of  said  banks,  with  power  to  send 
or  persons  and  papers. 

'*  ReMolvedj  That  the  vaults  of  both  banks  be  examined  at 
the  same  time,  one  by  that  portion  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  senate,  and  the  other  by  that  portion  appointed  by  the 
house,  or  on  any  other  principle  of  division  which  the  com- 
mittee may  think  proper  to  adopt;  and  that  said  committee  re- 
port jointly,  the  result  of  their  investigations  to  the  senate  and 
bouse  of  representatives/' 

After  which  Mr.  Trowbridge,  the  president  of  the  bank,  ad- 
dressed the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  following  oath  was  adminis- 
tered to  the  officers  of  the  bank:  "  You  do  swear  that  you  will 
true  answers  give  to  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  you  by  this 
committee,  or  any  member  thereof,  touching  the  subject  mat- 
ter which  they  have  under  investigation  " 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  submitted  the  following 
questions,  viz: 

Question  1.  What  is  the  nominal  capital  of  this  bank  T  What 
amount  of  said  capital  has  been  paid  in  in  cash,  and  whatamoont 
in  stock  notes  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge,  president  The  nominal 
amount  is  9850,000  00.  (500,000  00  has  been  paid  in.  No 
portion  of  the  $500,000  00  was  in  stock  notes,  unless  the  com- 
mittee should  so  construe  three  or  four  loans  in  the  western 
part  of  this  state,  made  for  the  accommodation  of  gentlemen 
residing  there,  who  were  desirous  to  become  interested  in  the 
bank  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  branch  at  Kalama- 
zoo, but  could  not  at  the  tinie  furnish  the  money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  stock.  Some  of  these  have  been  paid,  and  two 
or  three,  the  form  of  the  security  having  been  changed,  re- 
main in  the  bank. 

Question  2.  Has  it  been  customary  in  making  loans,  to  give 
to  directors  and  stockholders  a  preference,  and  have  directors 
and  stockholders  been  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  to  giving  se- 
curity or  endorsers  upon  discounted  paper,  as  other  persons 
having  no  direct  interest  in  the  institutions  ? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  The  directors  and  stock- 
holders have  never  had  any  preference  in  making  loans,  but 
they  have  always  been  subject  to  the  same  rules  which  govern 
in  the  case  of  other  customers.  When  loans  have  been  made 
to  directors  or  stockholders,  the  same  security  has  been  re- 
quired as  in  other  cases. 

Q^est^on  3.  What  is  the  amount  now  due  the  bank  by  the 
directors,  and  what  the  amonnt  due  from  stockholders  who  are 
not  directors  7 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.    The  amount  due  by  the 
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directors  is  #7,050  00.  The  amount  due  by  all  stockholders, 
not  directors,  is  841,069  00. 

Question  4.  In  making  loans  to  directors  and  stockholders, 
have  you  been  governed  by  the  consideration  of  their  owning 
stock  in  the  bank,  or  by  the  fact  that  their  general  business  as 
compared  with  other  individuals  in  community,  entitle  them  to 
such  facilities? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger.  The  same  rules  have  always  been 
observed  in  making  loans  to  stockholders,  that  have  been  ob- 
served in  relation  to  other  dealers.  Their  owning  stock  has 
never  given  them  any  preference. 

Question  5.  Is  it  competent  for  any  stockholder  to  transfer 
his  stock  without  first  paying  in  full  his  indebtedness  to  the 
bank,  and  are  the  loans  made  to  stockholders  to  be  paid  at  the 
convenience  of  the  borrower,  or  at  maturity  as  in  ordinary 
business  transactions'! 

Answer,  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  The  condition  of  the  char- 
ter is,  that  no  stockholder  can  transfer  his  stock  while  he  is  a 
debtor  to  the  bank.  Loans  to  stockholders  are  made  on  the 
same  terms  as  to  other  individuals,  in  respect  to  time. 

Question  6.  Have  the  loans  of  the  bank  generally  been  made 
In  large  amounts,  or  have  they  been  distributed  through  the 
state  in  such  sums  as  might  well  be  supposed  to  bear  as  equi- 
table proportion  to  the  ordinary  business  transactions  of  the 
several  borrowers'? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  They  have  not  genernlly 
been  made  in  large  amounts;  they  have  generally  been  distri- 
buted through  the  state. 

Question  7.  Please  to  state  the  amount  due  from  the  bank 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  when  the  same  is  pay- 
able, whether  it  has  been  secured,  and  what  is  the  amount  and 
nature  of  the  security? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge-  The  amount  due  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  as  appears  from  the  books  of  the 
bank,  on  the  first  of  January  instant,  was  9175^444  25.  Since 
which  period,  payments  have  been  made  amounting  to  #86,952 
19.  reducing  tne  amount  due,  to  #88.492  06,  to  which  sum  is 
to  be  added,  whenever  ascertained  by  treasury  statements,  the 
balance  of  interest  on  the  treasurer's  account,  supposed  to  be 
something  over  #30,000  00.  For  the  paynr»ent  of  which,  how- 
ever, an  equivalent  sum  in  profits  is  set  apart^  not  included  in 
the  statement  rendered  to  the  executive  on  the  first  instant, 
for  the  sum  of  #43,152  19,  of  the  payments  made,  vouchers 
are  not  yet  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
but  are  daily  expected.  The  debt  is  secured  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  personal  bonds  of  several  individuals,  including 
all  the  directors,  the  cashier,  and  several  persons  who  are  not 
in  any  way  interested  in  the  bank.     The  amount  of  security  is 
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in  a  bond  of  #500,000  00,  certified  by  the  district  attorney  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  state  of  Micbigan. 

Question  8.  What  were  the  total  amount  of  liabilities  on  the 
first  of  January,  1840,  and  what  the  total  amount  of  assets? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger.  The  total  liabilities  of  the  bank 
to  the  public,  including  the  stockholders,  on  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1840,  were  #1,261,660  88 ;  the  total  assets  the  same 
amount 

€luestion  9.  Please  to  state  the  total  amount  of  liabilities  of 
the  bank  to  the  public,  designating  the  sums  due  to  individual 
depositors,  the  United  States,  bill  holders,  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  outstanding  drafts,  post  notes,  and  other  corpora- 
tions; also  the  amount  of  assets  designating  as  in  the  case  of 
the  liabilitiesl 

Answer.    By  Mr.  Sanger.     The  total  amount  of  liabilities 
due  to  the  public,  exclusive  of  stockholders,  is  #606,404  31, 
made  op  of  the  following  items,  viz: 
To  the  university  of  Michigan,  payable  June  let, 

1840,  *  #5,549  92 

do  do  1841,        50,000  00 

do  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  175,444  25 

do  State  of  Michigan,  26,456  67 

Due  to  banks,  14,728  27 

Post  notes  on  time,  17,524  00 

Drafts  on  time,  49,509  69 

Depositors,  192,806  51 

Notes  in  circulation  (#40,000  00,  of  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  course  of 
22  years'  business  of  the  bank,)  114,485  31 

Total,  #606,404  31 

The  total  amount  of  assets  is  #1,261,660  88,  composed  of 
the  following  items: 

Loans  on  personal  security,  #712,892  21 

Real  estate  securities,                   '  243,916  99 

Banking  house  and  furniture,  48,424  27 
Due  by  the  United  States  for  advances  to  Indian 

department,  24,109  12 

Due  by  the  State  of  Michigan  for  advances,  36,267  29 

Drafts  of  the  state  of  Michigan  on  New  York,  43,000  00 

Due  from  banks,  49,873  72 

Bank  notes  on  hand,  22,584  00 

Specie,  gold  and  silver,  67,983  89 
Specie  loaned  to  Indian  department,  repayable 

in  coin,  12,609  39 

#1,261,660  88 


It- 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
administered  an  oath  to  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  requi- 
ring of  him  secrecy  in  regard  to  its  proceedings,  and  that  he 
should  suffer  no  one  to  have  access  to  the  minutes,  except  the 
members  of  the  committee  and  the  officers  of  the  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Larue,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  banking  house  to-morrow,  at  half  past  two  o'clock. 


Januafy  29,  1840. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  committee  met  at  the  bank  of 
Michigan.  Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  GidJey,  Witherell,  La- 
rue, Turner,  Stockton  and  Brown.  The  proceedings  of  yes- 
terday were  then  read,  after  which  the  chairman  put  the  fol- 
lowing interrogatories: 

Question  10.  Please  to  state  the  total  amount  of  assets  and 
liabilities  on  the  first  day  of  August,  18%,  and  on  the  first  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  1838,  1839  and  1840. 

Answer.  Mr.  Rawson,  book-keeper  of  the  bank,  submitted 
in  answer,  the  following  statement: 
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Q^estion  11.  Of  the  assets  enomenited  in  the  answer  to  the 
9th  interrogatory,  what  amount  do  you  consider  good  and  ool- 
lectable^  and  what  amount  doubttul,  or  of  that  class  denomina- 
ted bad  debts  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge,  president  II  is  very  difficult 
to  determine  precisely  the  character  of  some  of  the  debts,  and, 
therefore,  I  am  unable  to  state  in  figures  the  proportions  of  un- 
questionable and  doubtful  debts;  but  I  will  state,  that  upon  my 
assuming  the  charge  of  the  bank,  about  a  year  ago,  a  careful 
examination  was  made  into  the  character  of  the  debt,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  a  majority  of  the  stockholders,  and  with  the  aid  of  my 
predecessor  in  office,  the  whole  debt  being  taken  up,  item  by 
itenL  The  result  of  this  examination  was  a  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  the  stockholders,  that  in  any  event  the  profits  which 
have  accrued,  would  cover  all  losses  by  reason  of  bad  debts  and 
leave  the  capital  unimpaired.  During  the  last  year,  some  of 
the  debts  which  were  considered  iusecure  have  been  amply 
secured,  and  a  few  which  were  thought  good,  have  proved  to 
be  doubtful;  but  on  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  debt  has 
very  greatly  improved,  and  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  of 
its  character,  formed  a  year  aga 

I  will  add,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  stockholders  to  allow  the  profits  to  accumulate  until 
the  condition  of  the  country  and  of  the  bank  improve,  and  all 
possible  losses  are  provided  for.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the 
immediate  collection  of  the  debt  is  practicable.  The  state  of 
the  country  is  such,  as  to  require  patient  and  persevering  ef- 
forts to  attain  this  object 

^laestion  12.  Is  the  specie  mentioned  in  the  enumeration  of 
the  assets  of  the  bank,  the  real  and  bona  fide  property  of  the 
institution,  or  is  it  here  on  special  deposite  and  liable  to  be 
withdrawn  by  that  class  of  depositors? 

Aiiswer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  Some  portion  of  the  spe* 
cie  so  mentioned  is  deposited  by  receiving  and  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  government  The  amount  on  hand,  January  I, 
1840,  has  been  reduced  by  payments,  from  967,983  80,  to  957,- 
464  14,  of  which  sum,  •11,671  22,  is  subject  to  checks  paya- 
ble in  coin,  but  judging  from  the  usual  custom  of  persons  pre- 
senting those  checks,  I  think  not  more  than  one  third  of  this 
sum  will  be  required  in  coin. 

There  is  one  other  deposite  amounting  to  $4,268  00,.  subject 
to  be  drawn  in  coin,  but  for  the  greater  portion  of  this  sum,  a 
check  is  now  out  awaiting  the  period  when  the  bank  shaH  be 
able  to  sell  exchanges  on  New  York. 

Questum  13.  Please  to  state  the  amount  dne  the  bank  by 
citizens  of  this  state,  and  the  amount  due  from  citizens  of  other 
states? 

Answer.    By  Mr.  Sanger.    The  amount  doe  by  citizens  of 
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this  state  is  #832,009  00,  and  the  amount  due  by  iadividuals 
Hying  out  of  the  state  is  #128,900  00/ 

Q^estion  14.  Has  the  bank  at  aay  time  since  the  su6pensio% 
had  any  connection  with  any  exchange  or  broker's  office,  for 
the  purpose  of  redeeming  its  notes  at  less  than  a  par  value  Y 

Jbiswer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  Th^  bank  has  had  |io  con- 
nection with  any  other  bank,  broker  or  other  individual,  since 
the  suspension  of  specie  payment,  or  at  any  other  time  for  the 
purchase  of  its  own  notes  or  other  liabilities^  or  for  the  sale  of 
exchange,  at  any  price  directly  or  indirectly,  except  as  here- 
inafter explained. 

With  a  view  to  accommodate  its  bill  holders,  and  to  pyt  a 
stop  tp  the  popular  clamor  abroad  against  the  currency  ot  Mi' 
chigan,  arrangements  were  made  in  April,  1839,  by  which  the 
bills  of  the  bank  were  redeemed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by 
Messrs.  Carpenter  &  Vermilye,  bankers,  at  the  same  rates 
which  were  charged  at  the  bank  for  drafts  on  New  York,  add- 
ing i  per  cent,  for  their  services,  by  which  arrangement  the 
faiSfl  of  the  bank  were  more  valuable  in  New  York,  by  three 
to  twelve  per  cent,  than  the  bills  of  other  western  and  souths 
western  states.  On  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  thi^ 
arrangement  was  discontinued.  A  similar  iarraagement  existed 
with  Messrs.  John  Ward  &  Co.,  for  many  years  before  the 
suspension  of  1837. 

Mr.  Gidley  presented  a  set  of  interrogatories  at  this  staler 
of  the  proceedings,  but  afterwards  withdrew  them,  to  allow  ]Vir# 
Turner  to  submit  the  following  questions: 

/•  Loam  on  personal  security* 

Question  1.  What  is  the  responsibility  of  the  makers  and 
endorsers  which  constitutes  the  item,  called  in  the  statement  of 
the  bank  of  Michigan,  *^  loans  on  persond  Mcurity  Y" 

jBmwer  deferred. 

Qptestion  2.  What  amount  of  these  loans  on  personal  sequ' 
rity  is  due  by  directors  and  stockholders  7 

dSfisMwr  deferred. 

Q^egii^m  3.  In  what  sums  has  U  been  loaned  to  each  direq« 
tor  and  stockholder  T  Please  state  how  many  loans  have  be^ 
Jnade  to  this  elass  of  borrowers,  and  in  what  amounts  to  each  I 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  4.  How  have  they,  Tdirectorcr  and  stockholders  J 
secured  the  sums  loaned  to  them  i 

•SlTiswer  deferred. 

^e$tion  6.  What  length  of  time  have  such  sums^  loaned  to^ 
directors  and  stockholders,  been  due? 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  6.  Are  any  of  these  loans  to  directors  and  stock' 
holders  under  protest  1    If  so,  what  amount  % 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  49 
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Answer  deferred. 

Q^estion  7.  What  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  bank  for 
the  recovery  of  loans  on  personal  security  ? 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  8.  Have  suits  been  commenced,  and  if  so,  for  \^liat 
amount;  and  for  what  amount  has  judgment  been  obtained  ? 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  9.  What  amount  of  loans  on  personal  security  was 
made  to  members  of  the  last  legislature^  and  if  any,  bow  se- 
cured? 

Answer  deferred. 

Q^estion  10.  What  is  the  whole  number  of  individuals  to 
whom  the  loans  on  personal  security  has  been  made,  and  bow 
many  of  them  are  residents  of  this  state,  and  how  many  of 
them  are  merchants  1 

Answer  deferred. 

//•  Real  estate  securities. 

Q^e9tion  1.  Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  com- 
mittee a  schedule  of  the  real  estate  pledged  to  the  bank,  and 
held  as  security,  specifying  the  liabilities,  and  in  what  counties 
the  same  is  situated,  and  a  description  of  the  same  1 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  2.  To  what  amount  have  mortgages  been  given 
to  the  bank  ? 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  8.    Where  is  the  property  mortgaged,  located  t 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  4.  Do  the  mortgages  describe  all  the  property 
which  they  purport  to  covert 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  5.  At  what  valuation  have  debtors  to  the  bank, 
mortgaged  their  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Detroit;  please  spe- 
cify the  number  of  lots  and  the  improvements  thereon  1 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  6.  Has  any  of  the  real  estate  security  been  hypo- 
thecated by  the  bank;  if  so,  to  whom  or  what  company,  and 
what  amount  have  they,  the  bank,  received,  or  are  to  receive, 
on  securities  so  pledged;  and  how  and  when  do  they  exhibit 
such  indebtedness  ? 

Answer  deferred. 

///•  Banking  house  and  furniture. 

Question  1.    What  was  the  cost  of  the  lot  on  which  the 
banking  house  is  built  1 
Answer  deferred. 

Q^uestion  2.    When  was  it  purchased  ? 
Answer  deferred 
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Q^egthn  3.    What  was  the  cost  of  tfae  banking  house  1 

Jlnswer  deferred. 

Q}ustion  4.     What  was  the  cost  of  the  fumi  ture  for  the  bank- 
ing houset  please  exhibit  the  bills  for  both  house  and  fumitare. 
^Snswer  deferred. 

f  F.  Due  by  the  United  States  for  advances  to  Indian  depart- 

mentf  per  agreement 

Question  1.    Please  exhibit  the  accounts  on  your  books. 
Answer  deferred. 

F.  Due  by  the  State  of  J\Echiganfor  advances. 

Question  1.     To  whom,  and  by  what  authority  were  these 
advances  made  t 
Answer  deferred. 

VL   Drafts  of  the  State  of  Michigan  on  Jfew  York, 

Q;^i€stion  1.    When  were  these  drafts  drawn? 
Answer  deferred. 

Question  2.    How  did  the  bank  get  possession  of  them? 
Answer  deferred. 

Qitestion  3.    What  kind  of  funds  was  given  for  them  1  par 
funds  or  depreciated  paper  t 
Answer  aefexred. 

Question  4.     When  are  these  drafts  due  t 
Answer  deferred. 

F//.  Due  from  bemks. 

Question  1.  What  banks  are  indebted  to  the  bank  of  Michi- 
gan under  this  headt  Please  mention  their  names  and  the 
amount  due  from  each. 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  2.  Are  they  now  solvent  and  redeeming  their  lia- 
bilities 1 

Answer  deferred. 

Question  3.    How  did  this  indebtedness  arise  t 

Answer  deferred. 

Mr.  Turner  here  suggested  that  the  whole  of  his  questions 
might  be  read  at  once,  and  a  copy  of  them  furnished  the  bank, 
to  enable  the  officers  to  prepare  the  answers  for  the  commit- 
tee at  their  next  meeting.  He  then  proceeded  to  read  the  fol- 
lowing: 

VIIL  Bank  notes  on  hand. 

Question  1.  Are  these  bank  notes,  eastern  bank  notes,  or 
Michigan  chartered  bank  notes,  or  unchartered  bank  notes,  or 
checks,  small  drafts,  or  due  bills  of  individuals;  and  iwhat 
amounts  are  there  under  each  head  t 
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IX.  Speciej  gold  €md  silver. 

Q^esHtni  1.  Is  the  gold  and  silver  specified  in  your  report 
of  J^uary  1,  1840,  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  bank  ? 

X.     Specie  loaned  to  ike  Indian  dqiartmenL 

Question  L  What  is  the  arran^geinent  between  the  Indian 
department  a^d  the  bank  under  this  head  t 

(a)  Frt^andhss. 

Question  1.  What,  and  how  much  constitutes  the  debit  side 
of  the  profit  and  loss  account  7 

Question  2,  What,  and  how  much  constituted  the  credit 
side  of  the  profit  and  loss  account  T  Please  exhibit  this  ac- 
count on  your  books. 

(6)  Due  the  Universiiy  of  jmcMgan. 

Question  I.    How  did  this  debt  originate  ? 
Question  2.  When  is  it  payable  ? 

Question  3.  Is  there  security  given  for  its  ultimate  pay- 
fXkent;  and  of  what  kind  7 

(c)  Due  Tteasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Question  1.    When  is  this  debt  payable  T  and  where  t 
Question  2.    What  is  the  security  t  state  the  security. 

(d)  Due  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Mchigan. 

Question  h  On  what  aocount,  or  to  what  fund  is  this  debt 
due? 

(e)  Due  banks. 

Question  L    How  did  this  debt  accroeY 

Question  2.  Is  not  the  bank  of  Michigan  indebted  to  its 
branch  some  tldyOOO  beyond  the  sum  charged  in  its  state- 
ment? 

Question  3.  Has  not  the  bank  of  Michi^^an  issued  from  their 
counter,  their  own  notes,  signed  by  their  own  officers,  and 
stamped  transversely  vrith  the  words  '^  payable  at  their  branch,'' 
iCMT  words  to  the  same  amount,  and  by  wnat  authority  was  tins 
done] 

Question  4.  Has  not  the  bank»  since  the  first  of  January, 
1840,  procured  some  #30,000  00  or  more  of  their  notes  to  be 
stamped  at  a  printing  office  in  this  city,  with  the  words  paya* 
ble  at  their  branch  at  Kalamazoo,  or  words  of  similar  import  t 

(f)  Post  notes  on  time, 

Q^Mstion  1.    What  was  the  amount  of  post  notes  issued  by 
tfusbank? 
Question  2.    What  amount  remAina  on  hand  t 
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QuesH^n  8.  Are  any  of  these  post  noles  chle,  and  when 
due? 

(g)  Drafts  on  time. 

Question  1.    On  whom  were  these  drafts  drawn  7 

Question  2.  How  many  of  them  have  been  drawn  by  the 
bai^  t    Please  state  their  number  and  the  amount  of  each. 

Question  3.  By  what  authority  has  the  bank  executed  these 
drafts  \  Are  they  based  upon  funds  deposited  to  meet  them, 
or  drawn  upon  their  credit  alone  1 

Question  4.  Are  all  the  drafts  which  the  bank  has  execu« 
tedy  credited  by  them  in  this  item^  as  a  charge  against  them- 
selves T 

Question  5.    What  amount  of  drafts  are  out  X 

Question  6.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested 
and  returned  1 

Question  7.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested 
Aid  not  retacned  7 

(A)  Deptaites, 

Question  1.  Who  are  the  depositors — citizens  of  this  stat^, 
or  of  other  states  ? 

Question  3.  Does  the  bank  pay  interest  to  depositors,  for 
deposites — ^if  yea,  at  what  rate  i 

Question  8.  Has  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers  for  the 
bank,  within  the  last  six  months,  negotiated  ti  loan  of  specie 
with  any  individual  or  banking  institution,  within  thfs  or  any 
other  state?  If  yea,  to  what  amount,  on  what  terms,  and 
when  was  the  negotiation  completed  ?  / 

Question  4.  When  the  bank  suspended  on  the  28th  of  Octx>> 
her,  1889,  was  the  act  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  coiq. 
or  other  funds,  to  meet  their  outstanding  circulation,  or  didit 
arise  on  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  Ohio  1  Please  state  the 
reason  why  "it  was  deemed  expedient  to  suspend  temporarily 
the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  coin." 

Question  5.  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  since  the  28th  of 
October  last,  resumed,  without  public  notice  thereof,  the  pay- 
ment of  their  notes  in  coin?  It  yea,  for  what  period  of  time, 
and  for  what  amount? 

Qenerai  questions. 

Question  1.  Have  suits  been  brought  agahist  the  bankt  upon 
any  of  their  notes;  if  so,  to  what  ivnount  X  And  what  the  W 
gest,  and  what  the  smallest  sum  sued  for  \ 

Question  2.  Has  judgments  been  obtained,  and  has  the  bank 
taken  the  stay  of  execution  allowed  by  law;  and  if  so,  for  wbttt 
length  of  time  ? 

^fiLostion  8.  Have  yon  read  the  recent  messa^  of  gover- 
nor Woodbridge  %  if  so,  you  have  probably  perceived  that  he 
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recommends  to  the  committee  la  aacertaiiiy  and  lAqmre,  how 
far  the  purchase  of  the  instalmeDts  of  the  state  loan,  due  in  1839, 
may  have  driven  your  institution  to  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  do  you  consider  that  your  institution  has  been  em- 
barrassed by  acting  as  the  fiscal  agent  cff  the  state,  and  in  the 
purchase  of  iti^  drafts  t    If  so,  in  what  way  1 

Q^e8ti(m  4.  If  the  bank  has  been  embarrassed  by  acting  as 
the  fiscal  a^ent  of  the  state,  in  the  purchase  of  its  drafts,  here- 
tofore made,  will  not  the  purchase  of  the  instalments  due  for 
the  year  1840,  lead  to  similar  results;  and  prevent  or  protract 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank  ! 

Question  5.  What  amount  of  New  York  funds  has  the  bank 
procured  by  the  purchase  of  the  auditor  general's  drafts  on 
account  of  the  five  million  loan,  for  which  it  has  not  paid  any 
premium  T 

Question  6.  What  amount  of  New  York  funds  has  the  bank 
fiimisned  tibe  state  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  interest  on  bonds 
of  the  state  due  during  1839,  and  January  1,  1840,  inclusive, 
free  of  any  charge  for  exchange  7 

^estwn  7.  When  the  auditor  general  has  mad  sales  of 
time  drafts  to  the  bank,  has  he  allowed  the  bank  interest  fojr 
the  unexpired  time  the^  had  to  run;  if  so,  what  amount  of  in- 
terest has  been  so  received  t 

QM^stian  8.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  disbursed  in 
payment  of  the  treasurer's  checks,  drawn  on  the  internal  im- 
provement fund? 

Question  9.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  disbursed,  for 
the  payment  of  the  treasurer's  checks  drawn  on  the  general 
fund? 

Question  10.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  received  of 
the  treasurer  on  account  of  the  general  fund  ? 

Question  11.  Has  the  bank  purchased  the  auditor  generaTs 
warrants  on  the  treasurer  of  the  internal  improvement  fund 
since  the  cash  funds  of  the  state,  to  the  credit  of  that  fund, 
were  exhausted;  if  so,  to  what  amount,  what  time  has  been 
assumed  upon  them,  and  what  rate  of  interest  charged,  and 
what  kind  of  funds  was  payment  made  in;  if  in  the  post  notes 
of  the  bank,  what  time  had  they  to  run  to  maturity  1  were  the 
post  notes  payable  with  or  without  interest;  if  payment  was 
made  in  other  funds,  what  kind  ? 

Question  12.  Has  the  bank  purchased  railroad  or  canal  es- 
timates of  contractors  on  those  works,  or  of  other  persons, 
since  the  cash  funds  were  exhausted,  belonging  to  the  state  1 
If  so,  state  to  what  amount,  what  time  has  been  assumed  upon 
them,  and  what  rate  of  discount  charged,  and  what  kind  of 
funds  payments  were  made  in;  if  in  post  notes,  how  long  had 
they  to  run  to  maturity;  if  payment  was  made  in  other  mods, 
what  kinds  ? 
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Q^esiion  13.  What  are  the  immediate  and  prospective  lia« 
bilities  of  the  bank,  and  on  what  account  1  Please  state  minute* 
ly  and  in  detail  1 

Q^e8tion  14.  What  kind  and  amount  of  asaets^iias  tim  bank^ 
that  can  immediately  or  prospectiveiy,  be  made  aTiilable  to 
meet  its  liabilities  with,  including  specie  on  handl   , 

Question  15.  When  did  the  bank  declare  and  pay  its  tast 
dividend  for  profits  earned;  and  wh^t  amount  and  rate  per  cent, 
did  it  divide  among  its  stockholders  1 

Question  16.  On  drafts  protested,  returned  from  your  banker 
in  New  York,  state  the  causes;  whether  for  want  of  funds  or 
because  funds  deposited  to  meet  sight  drafts  had  been  diverted 
by  the  order  of  the  bank,  in  the  purchase  of  drafts  on  time  at 
a  discount 

Question  17.  What  funds  does  the  bank  disburse  in  payment 
to  the  general  government,  or  officers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment in  payment  of  deposites. 

Question  18.  Has  the  bank  been  at  any  time  in  advance  to 
the  state  since  the  commencement  of  its  fiscal  agency;  if  ao 
state  to  what  fund,  for  what  length  of  time,  and  to  what 
amount  t         ^ 

Question  19.  What  amount  of  funds  derived  from  the  aodi^ 
tor  general's  drafts  on  New  York  has  been  paid  towards  its  in- 
debtedness to  the  United^States  treasury  department,  during 
the  year  18391 

Question  20.  To  what  amount  has  the  bank  negotiated  the 
drafts  of  the  auditor  general  on  the  five  million  loan  with  the 
country  banks  or  individuals  of  other  states?  Pleaae  state  with 
what  banks  or  what  individuals. 

Question  21.  Who  are  the  present  bona  fide  Q^vmers  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank  of  Michigan;  where  do  they  reside,  and  wbut 
is  the  amount  of  each  individual's  actual  interest  t 

Question  22.  What  kind  of  funds  have  the  collectors  of  tolls 
paid  into  the  bank  for  receipts  on  the  central  railroad. 

Question  23.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  treasurer  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  delinquent  tax  fund;  if  any  in  eastern,  what 
proportion  1 

Q;uestum  24.  What  premium  has  the  bank  charged  for  drafts, 
at  sight  on  New  York,  during  the  year  1839;  and  what  for 
time  drafts,  having  from  three  to  four  months  to  run  to  rnatu- 
rityl 

Questixm  25.  Does  the  bank  chiefly  use  its-  branch  notes  in 
the  transactions  of  its  daily  businem;  and  has  it  not  so  used 
those  notes  during  the  last  yeart  > ' 

Question  26.  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  redeemed  the  noteit 
of  its  branch  at  less  than  their  par  value;  if  so,  at  what  rate  T 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meM'at  the  bank  of 
Michigan,  on  Friday,  January  31st  instant,  at  21  o'clock. 


892  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

January  31,  1849. 

The  oommitteey  pursuant  to  adjouniineaty  met  this  afterDooo, 
at  2i  o'clock,  at  the  bank  of  Michj^an.  Present,  Messn.  Ed- 
uamiMj  GKdIejr,  Witherell,  Larue,  Tomer  and  Brown. 

The  &9t  business  in  order  being  Mr.  Turner's  special  inter- 
rogatories, under  the  head  of 

/.  Loans  on  personal  security. 

Question  1.  What  is  the  responsibility  of  the  makers  and  oi- 
dorsers  which  constitutes  the  item  called  in  the  statement  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  '<  loans  on  personal  security  1" 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  If  this  question  be  in- 
tended to  apply  to  the  quality  of  the  security,  I  answer,  gene- 
rally good. 

Questum  2.  What  amount  of  these  loans  on  personal  secu- 
rity is  due  by  directors  and  stockholders  7 

Answer,  By  the  same.  The  amount  of  loans  to  directors  is 
seven  thousand  and  fifty  dollars.  A  majority  of  the  directors 
have  been  in  office  from  fifteen  to  twenty-two  years,  and  have 
never  been  habitual  borrowers  of  the  bank.  The  amount  of 
loans  to  stockholders,  not  directors,  is  forty-one  thousand  nine 
•hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars;  total,  forty-nine  thousand  and 
Qtnetoen  dollars  due  by  the  holders  of  seven  hundred  and  foor- 
teen  shares  of  stock,  amounting  to  seventy-one  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars.  Four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
shares  of  stock,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  is  owned  by  persons  who  are  not 
indebted  to  the  bank.  A  large  majority  of  the  stockholder 
have  never  borrowed  from  the  bank  one  dollar. 

Question  3.  In  what  sums  has  it  been  loaned  to  each  direc- 
tor and  stockholder  1  Please  state  how  many  loans  have  been 
made  to  this  class  of  borrowers,  and  in  what  amounts  to 
each? 

Q^estion  4,  How  have  they,  (directors  and  stoekholder%) 
.secured  tke  sums  loaned  to  them  i 

Jtnswer,  By  the  same.  The  sums  loaned  to  directors  have 
been  as  follows: 

One  note  for  five  thousand  dollars; 

One  note  for  one  thousand  and  aeven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars; 

One  note  for  three  hundred  dollars. 

Total,  $7,050  00. 

The  sums  loaned  to  stockholders,  not  directors^  have  been 
as  follows:  to  one  stockholder,  91,600;  one,  t&SO;  one,  $650; 
one,  93,787;  one,  9560;  one,  93,000;  one,  §7,500,  (of  which 
93,000  has  been  paid  since  first  January;)  one,  M»000;  one, 
9690;  one,  94,000;  one,  91,000;  one,  914,000;  one  9300;  one 
9100;  one,9a>000;  one,  901;  one,9»^L  T«4al,  941,96&  99. 
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Tlie  loans  to  directOFs  are  secured  by  endorsed  notes,  and 
hy  the  pledge  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital 
stocL  . 
.  The  loans  to  stockholders,  not  directors,  are  secured  as  fol- 
lows: (16,787  00,  by  endorsed  notes,  and  by  the  pledge  of 
#43,200  00  of  the  capital  stock;  911,232  00,  by  the  notes  of 
the  debtors,  and  by  the  pledge  of  <)24,300  00  of  the  capital 
stock,  and  814,000  00  by  adequate  real  estate  security,  ana  the 
pledge  of  97,500  00  of  the  capital  stock. 

Question  5.  What  length  of  time  have  such  sums  loaned 
lo  directors  and  stockholders  been  due  1 

Answer,  By  the  same.  #30,732  00  of  these  loans  is  not 
yet  due.  Of  the  remaining  #18,287  00,  #2,000  00  has  beeft 
due  two  months;  #3,000  00  three  months;  #1,000  00,  in  which 
(the  debtor  is  deceased,)  two  years;  #4,500  00,  two  years; 
#4^000  00,  one  year;  #3,787  00^  four  months. 

QuBBtion  0.  Are  any  of  these  loans  to  directors  and  stock- 
holders under  protest;  if  so,  to  what  amount  t 

•instoer.  By  the  same.  The  sum  of  #7,787  00  id  under 
protest  The  remainder  of  the  #18,287  00,  not  being  endorsed 
paper,  although  over  due,  is  not  under  protest. 

Question  If.  What  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  bank,  for 
the  recovery  of  loans  on  personal  security  1 

Jlnswer.    By  the  same.     Repeated  personal  application  to 

the  debtors,  negotiations  to  perfect  securities  and  suits  at  law. 

Question  8«     Have  suits  been  commenced  1    And  if  so,  for. 

what  amount  1    And  for  what  amount  has  judgment  been  ob^ 

tained? 

Jlnswer.  By  the  same.  Suits  have  been  commenoed  amount*  . 
ing  in  the  aggregate  to  #229,086  61.     Judgments  have  been: 
obtained  to  the  amount  of  #100,000  00,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to 
state. 

Question  0.  What  amount  of  loans,  on  personal  security^ 
was  made  to  members  of  the  last  legislature  \  and  if  any,  how 
secured  ? 

Aiswer.  By  the  same.  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the 
books  critically,  but  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance^ 

Question  10.  What  is  the  whole  number  of  individuals  to 
whom  the  loans  on  personal  security  has  been  made  ]  And 
how  many  of  them  are  residents  of  this  state,  and  how  many 
of  them  are  merchants  ? 

Jinswer.  By  the  same.  Four  hundred  and  forty-eight,  of 
whom  ninety^ight  are  merchants.  Three  hundred  and  sixteen 
are  residents  of  this  state. 

« 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner. 

II.     Real  estate  securities. 

Question  1 .    Will  the  b«ik  be  pleased  to  fomish  the  taama^ 
[H.  R  Doc]  50 
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toe  a  fldiedale  of  the  real  estate  pledged  to  the  bank,  and  held 
»  secnrity;  specify ing  the  quantities,  and  in  what  counties  the 
same  is  situated,  and  a  description  of  the  same  7 

Question  2.  To  what  amount  have  mortgages  been  giyen 
to  thebankt 

Question  3.     Where  is  the  property  located  t 

Question  4L  Do  mortgages  describe  all  the  property  which 
they  purport  to  cover  ? 

Question  5.  At  what  valuation  have  debtors  to  the  bank 
OKnlgaged  their  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Detroit?  Please  spe- 
cify the  number  of  lots,  and  the  improvements  thereon  ? 

Question  6.  Has  any  of  the  real  estate  security  been  hypo- 
tiiecated  by  the  bank  t  If  so,  to  whom  or  what  company,  and 
what  amount  have  they,  the  bank,  received,  or  are  to  receive 
on  securities  so  pledged  ?  And  how  and  where  do  they  exhibit 
such  indebtedness  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge,  president  I  trust  the  com- 
mittee will  indulge  me  while  I  make  a  few  general  remarks^ 
before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  interrogatories  specifically. 

The  questions  seem  to  be  founded  upon  a  suspicion  that 
some  part  of  the  historv  of  the  real  estate  securities  of  the  bank 
is  kept  out  of  view  in  the  exhibit  of  January  Ist,  1840.  If  this 
be  so,  I  hope  to  remove  such  suspicion  by  the  following  expla« 
nation. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1838,  it  was  found  that  the  con- 
dition of  Michigan  would  render  it  impracticable  to  collect  du- 
ring the  year  1839,  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
bank,  to  meet  its  liabilities  falling  due  that  year.  A  majority 
of  the  stockholders  proposed  an  addition  to  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  on  in- 

auiry  it  was  found  that  the  western  stockholders  could  not  pay 
leir  quota.  The  majority  then  consented  that  the  bank  might 
propose  to  such  of  its  debtors  as  could  not  pay  the  money 
witnin  a  short  period,  to  cancel  their  debts  by  giving  their 
bonds,  secured  by  mortgages  upon  unincumbered  real  estato 
situate  any  where  within  the  limits  of  Michigan,  of  at  least  one 
and  a  half  times  the  value  of  the  debt  to  be  secured,  to  be  as- 
certained by  the  appraisal  of  its  actual  cash  value,  by  three  dis- 
interested persons  acquainted  therewith,  whose  integrity  and 
competency  should  be  certified  by  some  judicial  officer  or  other 
public  functionary.  The  proportion  of  security  to  debt,  was 
afterwards  increased  by  them  to  double  the  amount.  At  the 
same  time,  these  stockholders  agreed  with  each  other,  to  pur- 
chase these  securities,  to  have  them  transferred  to  a  trustee, 
who  should  be  chosen  by  them,  and  to  pay  to  the  bank,  each 
in  proportion  to  the  capital  stock  held  by  him,  during  the  year 
1839,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  bank 
and  the  debtors  gladly  acceded  to  the  proposal;  the  mortgages 
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hmve  been  from  time  to  time  completed,  traDsferredy  and  w&at 
to  the  trustee,  and  the  stockliolders  have  paid  to  the  bank  in 
cash,  according  to  the  agreement,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  out  of  which  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou* 
sand  dollars  has  been  paid  to  the  United  States,  and  the  r^ 
mainder  used  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  bank. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  purchasers,  a  place  of  payment 
was  designated  in  the  city  of  New  York,  namely:  the  onice  of 
the  North  American  Trust  and  banking  company;  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  no  part  of  the  mortgages  has  ever  been 
oflfored  to  that  company  or  to  any  other  corporation  or  person, 
for  sale,  or  as  hypothecated  securities. 

Question  1.    Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  commit*' 
tee  a  schedule  of  the  real  estate  pledged  to  the  bank,  and  heU 
as  security,  specifying  the  quantities;  and  in  what  coimties  the 
same  is  situated,  and  a  description  of  the  same  ? 

jShuwer.  By  the  same.  I  am  unable  to  furnish  this  list,  be* 
cause  many  of  the  securities  are  in  the  hands  of  attorneys  itt 
different  places  for  collection. 

Question  2.  To  what  amount  have  mortgages  been  given  to 
the  bank  ? 

•Snswer.  By  the  same.  Referring  to  the  foregoing  expla- 
nation, my  reply  will  be  understood  to  include  only  the  mort* 
ffages  taken  by  the  bank,  as  security  from  time  to  time,  except* 
mg  those  purchased  by  the  eastern  or  majority  stockholders. 
The  amount  so  given  to  the  bank  as  security  is  #134,760  54. 
The  remainder  of  the  sum  of  $234,916  69,  mentioned  in  the 
exhibit  of  January  1st,  is  composed  of  real  estate  bid  in  on  exe* 
cution  in  favor  of  the  bank,  or  purchased  by  mutual  agre^ 
ment. 

Qiustian  3.    Where  is  the  property  located  f 

An»vi>^*  By  the  same.  For  the  reason  given  in  the  answer 
to  interrogatory  No.  1,  under  this  head,  I  am  unable  to  answer 
this  question  accurately.  I  will  state  from  recollection,  that 
the  property  is  located  generally  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  in 
the  counties  of  Wayne,  Oakland,  Washtenaw,  Monroe,  I>ena- 
wee,  Calhoun,  Kalamazoo,  Allegan  and  Jackson. 

Question  4.  Do  the  mortgages  describe  all  the  property 
wh^h  they  purport  to  cover  ? 

Answer,  By  the  same.  They  do,  as  far  as  I  have  any 
knowledge  on  this  point; 

Qyiestion  5.  At  what  valuation  have  the  debtors  to  the  bank, 
mortgaged  their  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Detroit  1  Please 
specify  the  number  of  lots  and  the  improvements^  thereon. 

Answer.  By  the  same.  I  believe  the  rules  established  m 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  property  mortgaged,  as  stated  in 
the  explanatory  remarks  under  this  head,  have  always  been 
observWi.    I  cannot  specify  the  lots  mortgaged  because  the 
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papers,  as  heretofore  ^xplaiDedy  have  been  traiififerred  and  sent 
away. 

Question  6  Has  any  of  the  real  estate  security  been  hjfpo* 
Ihecated  by  the  bank,  if  so,  to  whom,  or  what  company,  and 
what  amount  have  they,  the  bank,  received,  or  are  to  receive, 
on  securities  so  pledged  t  And  how  and  where  do  they  exhi- 
bit such  indebtedness  1 

Answer.  By  the  same.  No  part  of  the  real  estate  secori- 
iies,  has  been  hypothecated  by  the  bank. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  I  will  remark  that  there  is  one 
description  of  securities,  not  touched  upon  by  the  committee, 
namely:  real  estate  actually  purchasea  in  payment  of  debts 
due  to  the  bank.  Of  this  description  the  bank  holds  in  the 
citv  of  Detroit,  lands  and  buildings  received  in  payment  of 
deots,  at  the  aggregate  sum  of  871,000  00.  This  property  was 
purchased  after  an  appraisal  by  discreet  men,  and  although 
some  part  of  it  is  vacant  and  unoccupied  ground,  the  annual 
rental  is  #3,660  00. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr,  Turner. 
III.     Banking  house  and  furniture. 

Question  1.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  lot  on  which  the 
banking  house  is  built  ? 

Answer  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  The  lot  on  which  the 
banking  house  is  bqilt,  cost  $14,442  40. 

Question  2.    When  was  it  purchased  1 

Answer.     By  the  same.    In  the  winter  of  1886-7. 

Question  3.     What  was  the  cost  of  the  banking  house  t 

Answer.  By  the  same.  The  present  cost  of  the  banking 
house  and  furniture,  is  #38,981  87. 

Question  4.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  furniture  for  the 
banking  house  1  Please  exhibit  the  bills  for  both  house  and 
furniture. 

Answer.  By  the  same.  Some  of  the  furniture  is  very  old, 
and  the  bills  are  not  at  hand.  I  present  a  schedule  of  it,  how- 
ever, with  an  estimate  of  its  probable  cost,  and  the  bills  for 
part  of  it. 

Carpets  in  offices,  per  bill  herewith. 
Old  carpet  in  junior  clerk's  room,  per  bill, 
Bedstead  and  bedding  in        do        do 
1  washstand,  do        do 

1  looking  glass,  do        do 

1  old  arm  chair  and  cushion  in  president's  room, 
12  rush  bottom  chairs,  as  ber  bill,  #2  50, 
I  pair  fire  dogs,  in  president's  room, 
1  stove  and  pipe  in  banking  room. 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

1- stove  and  pipe  in  cashier's  office, 
1  stove  and  pipe  in  junior  clerk's  room, 
1  cashier's  desK,  do 

1  book  keeper's  do  do 

1  paper  case,  pine,  do 

1  old  table  in  banking  roon>, 
1  pair  shovel  and  tongs,  do 
1  dock,        do        do        do 

The  desk  used  >by  the  president,  being  his  private  praperty, 
is  not  included  in  the  above  schedule.  The  furniture  in  the 
book  keeper's  and  teller's  room,  being  their  private  property, 
is  also  excluded. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr,  Turner. 

IV.  Due  by  the  Unitedx  States,  for  advances  to  Indian  Depart-- 

ment  per  agreement. 

Question  1.  Please  to  exhibit  the  amounts  on  your  books* 
Jlnswer.  By  D.  6.  Jones,  vice  president,  In  explanation 
of  this  item,  I  will  state,  at  the  request  of  the  president  of  the 
bank,  that  in  the  month  of  November  last,  being  in  Washing- 
Ion,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secre^ 
tary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  commissioner  of  Indian  afiairs,  in 
whieh  I  stated  that  the  claimants  under  the  treaty  of  Saginaw, 
were  much  in  want  of  the  money  due  them,  and  that  the  bank 
was  wilKng  to  pay  such  of  the  claimants  as  were  satisfied  to 
receive  payment  in  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  take 
credit  upon  its  debt  to  the  United  States.  This  was  cordially 
assentea  to;  an  order  was  issued  accordingly,  and  this  account 
exhibits  the  payments  made.  The  payment  has  been  reported 
to  fbe  Indian  bureau,  and  the  warrant  is  daily  expected. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr,  Turner, 

V,  Due  by  the  State  of  Michigan  for  advances, 

Q^estum  1.  To  whom,  and  by  what  authority,  were  these 
advances  made  t 

Jhunser,  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  Most  of  the  advan* 
oes  were  made  to  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement, 
upon  their  urgent  solicitations,  from  time  to  time,  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  public  works  of  the  state.  But  by  a 
mle  of  the  board,  in  no  instance  departed  from,  no  advance  has 
been  made  to  any  commissioner,  except  upon  the  auditor  gene- 
ral's warrants.  And  no  advance  has  been  made  to  a  contrac- 
tor except  upon  such  warrant,  or  upon  an  ''  estimate,"  with 
the  pledge  ol  the  commissioner  to  replace  it  by  a  warrant  with- 
out delay,  which  has  always  been  done.  In  other  words,  no 
loans  or  advances  have  been  made,  in  anticipation  of  the  re^ 
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ceipt  of  warrants,  and  the  whole  sam  repotted  as  advances  to 
the  state  on  the  31st  December,  was  in  auditor  general's  war- 
rants. In  further  explanation,  I  will  remark,  that  whea  the 
railroad  between  Ypsilanti.and  Ann  Arbor  was  partly  comjde- 
ted,  the  auditor  general  and  commissioner  applied  to  the  facmk 
for  such  advances,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  receipts  of  the 
road  should  be  s^plied  to  repay  the  amount;  but  the  necessities 
of  the  state  afterwards  required  that  these  receipts  should  be 
sent  to  New  York,  to  protect  the  credit  of  the  state,  and  at 
the  request  of  the  late  treasurer,  the  bank  released  its  claim, 
paid  the  money  in  New  York  without  premium  of  exchange, 
and  now  holds  the  warrants. 

.  I  present  the  copy  of  the  commissioner's  application  on  that 
occasion. 

(Copy.) 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Int.  Imp't, 
Detroit^  October  28,  1839. 

Dear  Sui — ^I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  application  for  a  further 
advance  from  the  bank,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  dischai^  the 
laborers  upon  the  railroad  between  Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor* 
The  work  is  finished,  and  the  men  can  be  discharged  if  I  ctjn 
be  furnished  with  the  means  by  the  bank.  If  not  paid,  I  caiir 
not  answer  for  the  consequences,  as  the  laborers  are  in  a  state 
of  great  distress  and  excitement  and  threaten  to  destroy  the 
public  work&  I  have  consulted  with  the  auditor  general,  who 
concurs  with  me  in^the  opinion,  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  get 
rid  of  these  laborers,  and  with  them  the  daily  expense  now  ac> 
eruing  to  the  state. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
(Signed,)  W.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Cam.  aiL  R. 

C.  C.  Trowbridge,  JSsgr.,  PresH^  ^c. 

Special  interrogatories  hy  Mr.  Turner. 
VL  Drafts  of  the  State  of  Michigan  on  JVeu?  York. 

Question  1.     When  were  the  drafts  drawn  1 

Jtnswer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  At  different  times  du- 
ring the  latter  part  of  the  year  1630,  to  wit :  July  19th,  •lO,* 
000  00;  July  33d,  ^33,000  00.  The  bank  held  a  larger  som 
in  these  drafts,  payable  at  the  same  time  with  thoee  stated  in 
this  answer,  bat  having  procured  them  to  be  discounted,  they 
were  o(  course  not  reported. 

Question  2.    How  did  the  bank  get  possession  of  them  I 

Answer.  By  the  same.  By  virtue  of  a  contract  mwie  vrith 
the  auditor  general,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  legislaiuce,  pas* 
aed  in  April,  183^  authorizing  the  sale  oi  the  inataknenta 
cming  on  the  five  million  loan. 
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Qiteafum  3.  What  land  of  funds  was  given  for  them  ?  Par 
funds  or  depreciated  paper  1 

jSnswer.     By  the  same.    Par  funds. 

Q^esti(m  4.    When  are  these  drafts  due, 

Answer.  By  the  same.  They  are  due  on  the  first  January, 
1840. 

Special  interrogaiwies  by  Mr.  Turner. 
VIL  Due  from  Banks* 

Question  1.  What  banks  are  indebted  to  the  bank  of  Michi* 
gan  under  this  head  1  Please  mention  their  names,  and  the 
amount  due  from  each. 

Question  2.  Are  they  now  solvent  and  redeeming  their  Iia« 
bUities  1 

Question  &.    How  did  this  indebtedness  arise  t 
Jtnswer.    By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.    I  present  herewith  a 
list  of  the  items  composing  the  sum  stated  in  the  exhibit  of 
January  Ist. 

The  item  No.  1,  is  explained  in  the  answer  of  the  president 
to  Mr.  Turner's  interrogatories  under  the  head  real  estate. 
Mr.  Sill  is  the  trustee  therein  mentioned  $31,800  00  of  the 
amount  charged  to  him  was  actually  in  the  Merchants'  bank  at 
Boston,  to  be  paid  the  United  States  on  the  3Ist  Dec,  1839, 
but  could  not  be  entered  here  on  that  day  for  want  of  the 
voucher. 

No8.  2,  3  and  4,  mentioned  in  tbe»Ii8t  are  not  now  redeem** 
ing  their  liabilities. 

Dr.  Sanks0 

John  Ward  &,  Co., 
No.  1,     W.  E.  Sill,  New  York, 
No*  2»     Detroit  city  bank, 
Bank  Bufialo, 
Bank  Geneva, 
H.  R.  Seymour  &  Co., 
Commercial  bank  of  Lake  Erie, 
Bank  Metropolis,  Washington, 
Franklin  bank,  Cincinnati, 
No.  8,     Bank  of  Washtenaw, 
No.  4,   ^  Bank  of  Monroe,  Michigan, 
Bank  of  Auburn, 
Ontario  branch  bank. 
Bank  of  Rochester, 
Sundry  banks,  (small  balances^) 


#2,679  88 

48,513  4& 

41  57 

342  06 

180  40 

115  59 

620  49 

628  75 

68  07 

963  23 

570  98 

67  78 

101  64 

77  89 

82  46' 

•49,878  73 
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Sptcial  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner^ 
VIIL  Bank  notes  on  hand. 

Question  1.  Are  these  bank  notes  eastern  bank  notes  or  Mi" 
chigan  chartered  bank  notes,  or  unchartered  bank  notes,  or 
checks,  small  drafts  or  due  bills  of  individuals,  and  what  amounts 
are  there  due  under  each  head  t 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sibley,  teller.  I  cannot  state  with  cer- 
tamty  as  to  the  different  descriptions  of  notes  on  hand,  as  I 
keep  no  account  of  the  foreign  paper  in  bank,  changing  as  it 
does  from  day  to  day. 

The  committee  can  judge  pretty  correctly  of  what  constitu^ 
ted  this  item  in  the  statement  of  the  first  instant,  by  reference 
to  the  schedule  of  the  different  notes  on  hand  Uhday^  which  I 
hand  you  herewith. 

The  bank  holds  f  8,008  in  '' unchartered  Michigan  bank 
notes"  or  "  wild  cat,"  so  called,  which  is  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  '^  suspended  debt"  on  its  books.  Some  part  of  this 
will  undoubtealy  be  lost. 

In  the  item  of  bank  notes  there  were  no  '^checks,  smali 
drafts  or  due  bills  of  individuals." 

Schedule  of  bank  notes  on  hand  in  hank  of  Jtftchigan^  January 

31,  1840. 

Bank  of  Clinton,  f  329  00 

Calhoun  county  bank,  103  00 

Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  bank,  127  00 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson,  43  00 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  and  branch,  10,674  00 

Branch  bank  of  Michigan,^  2,121  00 

Canada  notes,  2,128  00 

Eastern  notes,  606  00' 

Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  16,853  00 

St  Clair  bank,  130  00 


•33,329  00 


Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  TSimer. 
IX.  SpedCf  gold  and  silver. 

Q^estion  1.  Is  the  gold  and  silver  specified  in  your  report 
of  January  1,  1840,  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  bank  t 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger.  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  reply 
to  the  12th  general  interrogatory  ot  the  committee. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner. 

X.  Specie  loaned  to  Indian  dq^rtment. 

Q:aestion  I.  What  is  the  arrangement  between  the  Indiaff 
department  and  the  bank,  under  this  head  T 
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jf^ufoer.  By  the  President.  In  the  month  of  October,  the^ 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  this  state,  requested  me  to 
make  him  some  advances,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay  the 
annuities  to  the  Indians  at  Saginaw,  who  had  been  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  same,  and  to  close  the  business 
of  his  nscal  year,  the  remittances  to  him  by  the  department 
being  then  expected  within  a  few  weeks  at  farthest.  The  ad- 
vances were  accordingly  made,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
treasury  drafts  for  the  same  have  gone  to  Mackinac,  where 
the  superintendent  now  is,  and  that  the  amount  will  be  repaid 
without  delay. 

JiTote. — Saturday  evening,  February  1.  The  drafts  alladed 
to  above,  came  to  hand  this  day. 

7 

Special  interrogatories  hy  Mr*  Turner* 
(a)  Profit  oTid  loss* 

Question  1.  What,  and  how  much  constitates  the  debit  si de^ 
of  the  profit  and  loss  account'? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Rawson,  book  keeper.  The  debit  side  of 
the  profit  and  loss  account  is  forty^nine  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents.  Thi«  amount 
has  been  paid  for  sundry  expenses,  such  as  salaries  of  the  ofii- 
cers  of  the  bank,  county,  town,  city  and  road  taxes,  discount 
and  expenses  on  sundry  state  drafts  negotiated  east,  discount 
pai4  John  Ward  &  Cot,  on  sundry  bills,  interest  on  university 
account,  losses  on  bad  debts,  postage,  wood,  oil,  stationery, 
&c.,  &c. 

Question  2.  What,  and  how  much  constitutes  the  credit 
side  of  the  profit  and  loss  account  1  Please  exhibit  this  ao^ 
count  on  your  book. 

•Answer.  By  the  same.  The  credit  side  of  the  profit  and 
loss  account  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty  cents.  This  amount 
has  been  received  for  discount  on  state  drafts,  bills  discounted, 
drafts  sold,  interest  on  past  due  paper,  exchanges,  &c.,  &c. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.-  Tumej\ 
(A)  Due  the  University  of  Michigan. 

^estion  I.     How  did  this  debt  originate  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  In  the  purchase,  by  the 
bank,  of  the  board  of  regetits  of  the  university  of  Michigan, 
of  Michigan  state  bonds  to  the  amouut  of  $100,000,  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  for  the  benefit  of  the  university 
of  Michigan,  passed  during  the  session  of  1838. 

Q^est^on  2.     When  is  it  payable  1  .     j 

Answer.    By  the  same.     The  balance  remaining  unpaid,  is 

{H.  H.  Doc]  51 
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payable  at  the  following  times:  June  1,  1840,  #5,592  12;  Jooe 
1,  184],  #50,000. 

Question  3.  Is  there  security  given  for  its  ultimate  payment, 
and  o.f  what  kind  t 

•Answer.  By  the  same.  Ample  security  has  been  giv^i  to 
the  regents,  as  certified  by  a  committee  of  their  own  board, 
consistmg  of  the  bond  of  the  bank,  secured  by  the  personal 
liability  of  the  directors  in  their  individual  cs^acity,  and  the 
names  of  other  persons  not  interested  in  the  bank. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Thimer. 

(c)  Due  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Q^estion  I.     When  is  this  debt  payable,  and  where? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  Bv  an  arrangement  with 
the  proper  officer  of  the  treasury,  this  debt  is  payable  durins 
the  year  1840,  at  the  treasury,  unless  some  other  place  is 
agreed  upon,  as  is  generally  done.  So  much  of  the  debt  as, 
by  the  arrangement,  is  payable  before  the  first  of  May,  has 
been  paid. 

Question  2.     What  is  the  security  X 

Answer.  By  the  same.  Refer  to  general  interrogatory  of 
the  committee,  Mo.  7,  and  the  answer  thereto. 

[See  Page  377.) 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner. 

(d)  Due  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Q^^ticn  1.    On  what  account,  or  to  what  fund  is  this  debt 
doeT 
Jinswer.     By  Mr.  Rawson,  book  keeper. 


Inter'I  improv't  fund,   #793  25 
Treasurer  do       149  44 

Balance,  26,456  67 


#27,399  36 


Sinking  fund,  #1,262  15 

Primary  school  fund,  3,413  22 
Primary  sch'l  int  do  6,051  74 
Contingent  do        83  69 

Delinquent  tax      do  16,588  36 


#27,399  88 


Balance,  #26,456  67 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Tumer< 
(e)  Due  Banks. 

Question  1.  How  did  this  debt  accrue  ? 

Answer.  By  the  same.  The  greater  part  is  a  balance  doc 
to  the  branch  bank  at  Kalamazoo,  growing  out  of  the  businen 
between  the  parent  bank  and  the  branch.     The  remainder  con- 
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fliftts  of  fimall  bitlances  due  to  timetgdn  bank^,  arising  l!t>tfo  the 
general  interchange  of  basiness. 

Question  3.  Is  not  the  bank  of  Michigan  indebted  to  its 
branch  some  918,000  00,  beyond  the  sum  charged  in  the  siAte^ 
menil 

Answer.  By  Mr.  itawsdh,  book  keepeh  Not  to  ihy  Ind^l- 
edge. 

Question  3.  Has  not  the  bank  of  Michigan  issued  from  their 
counter  their  own  notes,  signed  by  their  own  officers,  and 
stamped  transversely  with  the  words  "  payable  at  their  branch," 
or  words  to  the  same  amount?  And  by  what  authority  was 
this  done  7 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  The  bank  of  Michigan 
has  issued  from  its  counter,  notes  similar  to  those  described  in 
the  interrogatory,  to  wit:  notes  of  the  parent  bank,  endorsed 
by  the  cashier  of  the  branch  banL 

The  authority  for  doing  this  is  found  in  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  bank  of 
Michigan,  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  and 
bank  of  River  Raisin,''  approved  March  7,  1884. 

Question  4.  Has  not  tne  bank,  since  the  first  of  January, 
1840,  procured  some  #30,000  00  or  more  of  their  notes,  to  be 
stamped  at  a  printing  office  in  this  city,  with  the  words  ''pay- 
able at  their  branch  at  Kalamazoo,"  or  words  of  similar  im« 
portl 

Answer.  By  the  same.  It  has.  Most  of  the  notes  used  by 
the  branch  since  it  was  chartered  in  1834,  have  been  so  stamped 
at  the  same  office. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner. 

(f)  Post  notes  on  time. 

Qjtestion  I.  What  was  the  amount  of  post  notes  issued  by 
the  bank  ? 

Question  2.     What  amount  remains  on  hand  1 

Question  3.  Are  any  of  these  post  notes  due,  and  when 
due? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sibley,  teller.  In  the  year  1838,  the 
bank  issued  post  notes  to  the  amount  of  949,731  00,  which  have 
all  been  redeemed  except  81,658  00  that  have  not  been  pre- 
sented for  payment. 

In  the  year  1839,  it  issued  919,150  00,  and  there  were  in 
circulation  on  the  first  instant,  $15,866  00,  payable  in  the 
months  of  July,  August,  September  and  October,  of  the  pre- 
sent year. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr,  Turner. 

( g )  Drafts  on  time. 

Question   1.    On  whom  were  these  drafts  drawn  t 
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Jinswer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  casbierr  Un  Messrs.  J<^q  Ward 
&  Co.,  bankers,  New  York. 

Q^estion  2.  How  many  of  them  have  been  drawn  by  the 
baQk?    Please  state  their  number  and  the  amount  of  each  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Rawson,  book  keeper.  I  present,  here^ 
irith,  a  list  containing  the  information  a^ed  for. 


! 
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Question  8.  By  ^hat  authority  has  the  bank  executai  these 
drafts?  Are  they  based  upon  funds  deposited  to  meet  them, 
or  drawn  upon  their  credit  alone  t 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  No  drafts  at  sight  have^ 
to  my  knowledge,  ever  been  drawn,  without  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof;  and  no  drafts  on  time  have  ever  been  drawn, 
which  were  not  drawn  against  the  state  drafts,  against  the 
drafts  of  other  banks  falling  due  at  the  same  time,  or  against 
private  bills  of  exchange,  the  payment  of  which  was  consider^ 
ed  unquestionable. 

Question  4.  Are  all  the  drafts  which  the  bank  has  execu- 
ted, credited  by  them  in  this  item,  as  a  charge  against  them- 
selves t 

Answer,  By  the  same.  The  statement  exhibited,  shows  all 
the  drafts  executed  and  falling  due  from  the  1st  of  January, 
onward.  Those  due  prior  to  that  date,  except  two  hereafter 
mentioned,  have  all  teen  paid,  and  some  due  after  that  date, 
were  paid  before  maturity.  Those  included  in  the  item  stated, 
all  fell  due  on  the  quarter  January  instant,  except  81,085  00 
sent  to  pay  interest  for  the  state,  which  fell  due  on  the  15th 
instant,  and  has  been  paid. 

Question  5.     What  amount  of  drafts  are  out  X 
Answer.     By  the  same.     Ido  not  know  tllat  there  are  any 
out. 

Question  6.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested 
and  returned  T 

Question  7.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested, 
and  not  returned  T 

Answer.  By  the  same.  On  the  6th  November  last,  owfaig 
to  a  mistake,  a  number  of  small  drafts,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  about  #12,000,  were  protested,  but  they  were  all  paiJ 
at  New  York,  with  expenses,  most  of  them  the  next  day,  and 
the  remainder  within  three  or  fojir  days  thereafter,  excepting 
two  or  three  small  ones  which  were  paid  here  by  sight  (&afts 
on  New  York,  and  as  many  of  like  character  at  the  request  of 
the  holders  in  other  manner. 

On  the  4th  instant,  four  drafts  of  #2,000  each,  were,  to  the 
bank,  very  unexpectedly  protested  for  non-payment,  ovring,  as 
we  suppose,  to  the  non-payment  of  some  drafts  held  by  the 
bank  and  payable  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1839;  but  ido- 
thing  further  has  been  heard  of  these  drafts,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  the  agent  of  the  bank  has  paid  them  on  accdunt  of  the 
bank,  in  anticipation  of  the  pavment  of  discounted  bills  belo%- 
ing  to  the  bank,  in  his  bands  n>r  coilectiOfi; 

One  other  draft  of  #200,  and  one  of  #500,  were  prot^ted 
some  time  in  December,  which  have  not  been  retumea  for  pay- 
ment These  are  all  the  drafts  out,  of  which  I  have  any  knowl- 
edge. 
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Jibien^^ebruary  I  Uh.  The  drafts  alluded  to  have  been  paid 
as  anticipated  in  the  above  ansveer. 

Special  interrogatories  by  Mr.  Turner. 

(A)  Deposites. 

Question  1.  Who  are  the  depositors — citizens  of  this  state 
or  of  other  states  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  citizens  of  this  state,  twenty-six  citizens  of  other  states, 
and  eleven  persons  whose  residence  is  unknown  to  me. 

Question  2.  Does  the  bank  pay.  interest  to  depositors  for 
deposites  1    If  yea,  at  what  rate  X 

Answer.  By  the  same.  No,  except  to  the  university  of  Mi- 
chigan, to  whom  it  pays  seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  A  propo- 
sition was  made  to  the  bank  by  an  individual,  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  and  renewed  since,  to  loan  the  sum  of 
#4,000  00  in  coin,  for  a  term  of  six  or  nine  months,  upon  inte- 
rest, which  was  not  accepted.  I  will  add,  that  within  a  few 
days,  the  bank  has  made  an  arrangement. to  pay  the  corpora- 
tion interest  on  their  current  aacount,  for  a  limited  time. 

Question  3.  Has  the  bank  or  any  of  its  officers  for  the  bank, 
within  the  last  six  months,  negotiated  a  loan  of  specie  with  any 
individual  or  banking  institution,  within  this  or  any  other  state  I 
If  yea,  to  what  amount,  on  what  terms,  and  when  was  the  ne^ 
goliation  completed  1 

Answer.  By  the  president,  cashier,  book  keeper  and  teller* 
No  loan  of  specie  has  been  negotiated  by  the  bank,  or  by  any 
other  person,  with  any  individual  or  banking  institution  within 
this  or  any  other  state,  within  the  last  %i7i  months;  and  we 
have  no  knowledge  of  such  a  loan  ever  having  been  made  to 
tbe  bank  at  any  other  time.  > 

Question  4.  When  the  bank  suspended  on  the  28th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1830,  was  the  act  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  coin 
or  olhei^funds,  to  meet  their  outstanding  circulation,  or  did  it 
arise  on  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  Ohio  1  Please  state 
the  reason  why  *4t  was  deemed  expedient  to  suspend  tempo^ 
rarily  the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  coin." 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  I  cannot  state  the  cause  of 
the  present  suspension  without  adverting  to  the  history  ot  the 
bank  for  several  years  past.  For  some  time  prior  to  June, 
1836,  this  bank  had  been  a  bank  of  deposite  for  the  govern- 
ment. From  the  year  1818,  all  the  public  officers  in  this  part 
of  the  country  had  made  their  disbursements  through  it,  and 
in  the.  year  1835,  particularly,  the  government  held  in  our 
custody  a  large  sum  of  money.  But  inasmuch  as  these  depo- 
sites were  held  always  subject  to  withdrawal  without  notice, 
they  were  held  in  such  condition  as  to  be  at  all  times  available; 
and  the  bank  pursued  its  even  course  from  year  to  year,  ma- 
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king  coDBiderable  profits,  doing  much  good  to  the  country^  dad 

maintaining  a  high  credit.  ' 

In  the  month  of  June,  1836,  congress  passed  an  act  autho- 
rizing the  employment  of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  the 
public  revenue,  upon  the  following,  among  other  conditions: 
the  banks  were  to  pay  two  per  cent  interest  upon  the  whole 
amount  of  such  deposites,  to  take  all  the  risk  of  transporting 
them  from  time  to  time  to  any  part  of  the  union,  and  to  do 
this  free  of  all  expense  or  exchange.  It  was  inferentially 
understood  that  they  were  to  use  this  money  as  a  means  of 
reimbursing  themselves  for  this  risk,  and  expense  and  interesL 
All  the  debates  were  to  this  end.  Such  became  the  settle'd 
policy  of  the  government,  and  accordingly  the  banks  were  in- 
structed by  the  treasury  department  to  lend  it  to  the  commu- 
nity. It  became,  therefore,  an  object  with  the  banks  to  cover 
their  increased  ex)^nses,  losses  by  exchange  and  risks  of  trans- 
portation, as  well  as  the  interest  by  lending  as  much  of  the 
money  as  possible. 

It  was  very  soon  found  that  the  system  did  not  work  weM; 
that  banks  were  multiplying  very  rapidly,  and  that  fictitious 
capital  was  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent. 

The  remedy  adopted  was  a  severe,  though  it  may  have  been 
a  necessary  one.  The  "  specie  circular"  was  issued.  Congress 
soon  afterwards  met,  and  the  act  distributing  the  surplus  mo- 
neys was  passed.  The  deposite  banks  in  Michigan  were  called 
upon  to  transfer  to  New  York  and  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the 
states,  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys  in  their  keeping,  with- 
out delay.  The  committee  will  recollect  that  the  eflect  of  the 
withdrawal  of  twenty-eight  millions  from  the  deposite  banks, 
was  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  May,  1837.  When 
that  event  happened,  the  debt  of  this  bank  to  the  United 
States,  which  on  the  first  of  August  preceding,  was  91,812,- 
852  00,  had  been  reduced  to  8755,000  00.  Since  May,  1837, 
there  has  existed  throughout  the  United  States  a  degree  of 
pecuniary  embarrassment  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
^^ountry.  No  state  has  felt  this  more  severely  than  Michigan. 
/a  debtor  state  to  all  around  her,  even  for  the  necessaries  of 
I  Kfe,  without  any  exports  except  from  her  fisheries — these  ex- 
1  cecdingly  limited— ^deeply  embarrassed  by  extensive  importa-' 
•  tions  of  foreign  merchandize,  by  the  embarkations  of  her  cid- 
zens  in  all  imaginable  plans  of  speculation,  and  by  the  tirtro> 
duction  of  habits  of  extravagance  unfitted  to  the  people  of  a 
new  country,  it  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  her  citizens 
would  demand  legislative  interposition  between  the  creditor  and 
debtor.  The  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  they 
exercised  it;  but  while  they  provided  for  their  own  relief,  they 
left  the  banks  to  take  care  of  themselves.  These  were  called 
upon  to  redeem  all  their  liabilities,  and  as  the  genera]  scarcity 
ot  money  increased,  the  demands  upon  them  became  more  press- 
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in^.  In  addition  to  this  cause,  there  has  been  an  increasing  drain 
01  moneys  out  of  the  state  to  meet  the  foreign  debt.  In  con- 
sequence of  all  which,  the  currency  of  the  state  has  been 
exhausted,  and  it  has  been  impracticable  to  collect  the  debts 
due  to  the  bank,  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  depositor  and  bill  holder,  and  to  pay  its  other  liabilities. 
Notwithstanding  these  embarrassments,  the  bank  has  patiently 
and  industriously  devoted  itself  to  the  difficult  task,  and  has 
succeeded  in  reducing  its  total  indebtedness,  except  to  stock- 
holders, between  August  1,  183G,  and  January  1,  1840,  as  ex- 
hibited in  a  sheet  before  your  committee,  from  $3,709,250  00 
to  $606,404  00.  In  October  last,  the  United  States,  and  other 
banks  in  the  neighboring  states  of  Illinois  and  Ohio,  suspended 
specie  payments.  The  consequence  was,  a  run  upon  tlie  bank 
of  Michigan  for  coin,  from  all  these  states;  and  this  cause,  ad- 
ded to  tlic  want  of  means  for  providing  eastern  exchange  for 
our  merchants,  and  the  high  price  of  money  in  tlie  AUantic 
cities,  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  negotiations  for  tem- 
porary relief,  produced  a  crisis  in  its  affiiirs.  The  bank  found 
that  its  exertions  to  keep  up  a  supply  of  coin  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  country,  until  the  crops  of  1839  could  be  realized, 
would  be  fruitless;  and  having  breasted  the  storm  for  several 
weeks  after  the  suspension  had  become  general,  it  was  deemed 
a  matter  of  duty  to  the  stockholders  and  to  the  people  of 
Michigan,  to  yield  to  the  stern  necessities  of  the  case,  and  sus- 
pend specie  payments.  It  is  believed  that  the  measure  met 
the  general  approbation  of  the  business  community,  as  one  of 
defence  against  foreign  demands  to  the  exclusion  of  our  own 
citizens.  It  follows,  then,  that  the  true  reason  for  the  suspen^ 
•ion  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank  of  Micliigari,  is  the  ina- 
bility of  its  debtors,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  by  any 
sacrifice,  however  great,  to  pay  what  they  owe;  which  inabili- 
ty I  have  endeavored,  as  above,  to  trace  to  its  source. 

Question  5.  Has  the  bank  at  any  time,  since  the  28th  of 
October  last,  resumed  without  public  notice  thereof,  the  pay- 
ment of  their  notes  in  coinf  if  yea,  for  what  period  of  time, 
and  for  what  amount  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  The  bank  has  received 
in  deposite  and  paid  out  on  its  notes  more  or  less  coin  in  small 
Muns  every  day,,(sundays  and  holy  days  excepted,)  since  the 
SSth  October  last. 

General  questions  by  Mr*  Turner. 

Question  1.  Halve  suits  been  brought  against  the  bank  «ipon 
ahy  of  their  notes;  if  so,  to  what  amount,  and  what  the  lai^ 
gest  and  what  the  smallest  sum  sued  for  1 

Question  2.  Has  judgment  been  obtained,  and  has  th^bttklk 
taker!  the  stay  of  execution  allowed  by  law,  and  if  so,  fer  what 
length  of  time  >  ''* 

[H.  R.  Doc.]         '         52 
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Answer.    By  Mr.  Trowbridge,  president 

Suits  have  been 

brought  against  the  bank 

upon  their  notes  in 
dates  and  for  the 

the  names  of  the 

following  persons,  at  the 

V17  * 

sums  mentioned, 

VJLb* 

Nelson  Robinson, 

Dec.  19, 1840, 

•5  00 

Peleff  S.  Utley, 
Ansel  Roberts, 

do 

5  00 

do 

5  00 

Thomas  F.  Field, 

do 

5  00 

John  B.  Elwood, 

do 

5  00 

Ansel  Chappell, 

do 

5  00 

Chauncey  Johnson, 

do 

5  00 

Thomas  J.  Patterson, 

.   do 

5  00 

Hiram  Waring, 

do 

5  00 

James  A.  Taylor, 

do 

5  00 

Willson  Lambert, 

do 

5  00 

James  A.  Taylor, 

Jan.  4, 1840, 

20  00 

Josiah  Kingsbury, 

do 

20  00 

Edward  Y.  Morton, 

Jan.  15, 

2  00 

Nelson  Robinson, 

do 

20  00 

Peleg  S.  Utley, 

do 

5  00 

Elias  Geen 

do 

5  00 

Jno.  Stanton, 

do 

6  00 

Valentine  Kirby, 

do 

20  00 

William  Geer, 

do 

1  00 

Daniel  Wakefield, 

Jan  17,  1840, 

6  00 

Edward  R.  Moseley, 

do 

3  00 

Isaac  Scofield, 

do 

3  00 

Hiram  Waring, 

do 

3  00 

Isaac  Kelby, 

do 

3  00 

Edward  Y.  Morton, 

do 

3  00 

Jer.  B.  Shepard, 
John  T.  White, 

do 

5  00 

do 

3  00 

Aaron  Kimball, 

do 

5  00 

Lewis  E.  Root, 

do 

5  00 

Erasmus  P.  Smith, 

do 

3  00 

Alfred  Hubbell, 

do 

6  00 

#202  00 

Amonnting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  two 
dollars.  Upon  most  of  the  cases,  judgment  has  been  rendered 
and  security  given  for  the  stay  of  execution. 

As  the  question  of  these  suits,  if  unexplained  to  the  commit- 
tee, may  lead  to  unfavorable  impressions  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  explana- 
tory statement 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  bank  a  year  ago,  I  found  a  suit 
pending  against  it  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Robinson,  Waring  &  Co*, 
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brokers,  of  Bufialo.  In  the  monih  of  March,  the  attorney  of 
the  plain tifis  submitted  to  me  a  statement  of  the  case,  and  re- 
quested payment.  I  placed  the  statement  in  the  hands  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  bank  for  examination.  They  returned  it  with 
a  written  opinion,  that  if  all  the  allegations  of  the  plaintifis 
were  admitted,  they  would  have  no  cause  for  action.  Mr.  Ro- 
binson at  that  time  or  90on  afterwards,  came  to  Detroit,  and  at 
my  request  had  several  interviews  with  the  board  of  directors 
on  the  subject,  from  whom  he  received  the  assurance  that  they 
were  desirous  to  do  whatsoever  might  be  just  in  the  matter. 
The  late  president  of  the  bank,  the  cashier,  and  the  gentleman 
who  acted  as  teller  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  upon  which 
the  suit  was  founded,  were  all  examined  before  the  board  of 
directors,  and  all  testified  that  the  allegations  in  the  plaintiffs 
statement  above  alluded  to,  were  untrue.  The  agent  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  draft  formed  the  gi*ound  of  the  suit,  subse- 
quently appeared  before  the  board  and  testified  that  so  much  of 
the  plaintms  statement  as  related  to  him,  was  untrue.  The 
testimony  of  these  gentlemen  was  communicated  without  delay 
to  Mr.  Robinson  and  to  his  attorney. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  board  of  directors  could  not 
but  conclude  that  there  was  neither  legal  nor  moral  obligation 
upon  the  bank  to  pay  the  claim.  But  they  perceived  that  the 
plaintifTs  and  their  attorney  were  much  prejudiced  against  the 
bank,  and  accordingly  I  was  authorized  to  make,  and  did  make, 
to  Mn  Robinson,  me  following  proposals,  namely:  to  bring  the 
cause  to  trial  at  the  first  term  of  the  court;  to  refer  the  matter 
in  difference  to  three  disinterested  business  men,  to  be  mutually 
chosen  by  the  parties,  or  to  give  him  one  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  and  allow  him  to  collect  as  much  as  he  could  for  his  own 
benefit,  out  of  the  parties  to  the  draft  in  question. 

Some  time  after  this  proposition  was  made,  (for  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  often  at  Detroit  during  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1839,)  Mr.  Robinson  presented  to  the  cashier  an  offer  to  dis- 
charge the  bank  upon  the  payment  of  twelve  hundred  and  ten 
dollars.  But,  in  tne  interim,  the  bank  learned  that  Mr.  Robin- 
son and  his  attorney  had  industriously  circulated  a  charge  of 
gross  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  that  they  had  threat- 
ened to  employ  the  whole  capital  of  the  plaintifis,  (said  to  be 
large,;  in  breaking  it  down;  at  the  same  time  boasting  that 
they  had  drawn  from  the  bank,  in  the  year  1838,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  in  coin  with  a  view  to  bring  it  to  terms. 

This  procedure  induced  the  board  to  think,  that  duty  to  the 
stockholders,  to  the  officers  connected  with  the  transaction,  and 
to  themselves,  demanded  a  full  exposition  of  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  before  a  jury,  and  they,  therefore,  declined  the  propo- 
sal. 

Since  the  sitting  of  the  court  at  its  last  term  in  November, 


413  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

1839,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  plaintiffs  had  diBcontinued 
their  suit,  and  had  attached  the  funds  of  the  bank  in  the  cit^ 
of  New  York,  and  soon  after^  and  since  the  sttspenaLon  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  banks  in  this  city,  the  attorney  of  the 
Claintiffs  presented  at  the  counter  of  this  bank,  a  package  of 
ank  notes,  demanding  coin  therefor.  This  was  refused,  and 
a  few  days  afterwards  eleven  suits  were  commenced  against 
the  bank  by  this  attorney,  as  specified  in  this  answer.  Other 
suits,  to  the  number  of  twenty -one  in  all,  have  been  conunen- 
ced  by  the  same  attorney,  in  the  names  in  this  answer  specified, 
but  without  any  other  demand  than  the  one  herein  above  men' 
tioned. 

Being  fully  persuaded  that  much  ill-founded  prejudice  might 
arise  in  the  minds  of  the  community  from  these  suits,  I  reques* 
ted  an  attorney  of  the  bank  to  state,  that  even  now,  the  direct 
tors  were  willing  to  do  whatever  was  equitable  in  the  matter; 
but  the  answer  by  the  plaintiffs'  attorney,  as  stated  in  an  affida- 
vit, herewith  presented,  was,  that  they  and  he  had  taken  their 
coursey  that  they  intended  to  annoy  the  bank  in  every  possible 
way,  until  they  compelled  it  to  pay  in  costs  the  full  amount  of  the 
claim  in  questiim,  and  that  he  could  not  negoiieUe  in  any  manner 
as  to  any  arrangement. 

In  regard  to  the  suits  before  the  justice,  I  directed  the  bank 
attorneys  to  allow  the  plaintiffs  to  take  their  own  course  in 
three  of  four  cases.  The  result  was,  that  juries  were  called  in 
each  of  the  four  cases,  one  of  which  was  for  the  recovery  of 
one  dollar  and  one  for  two  dollars,  with  costs  in  each  case,  two 
dollars  ninety-four  cents,  and  the  exhibition  of  the  case  of  one 
dollar  in  a  newspaper,  as  an  evidence  of  the  weakness  of  the 
bank.  No  other  suits  than  those  herein  specified,  have  been 
brought  against  the  bank  upon  their  notes. 

(Copy.) 

State  of  Michigan^  Wayne  County ,  ss. 

George  C.  Bates,  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  one  of  the  firm  of 
Bates  &  Talbot,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
was  employed  by  the  bank  of  Michigan  to  defend  a  cause  pend- 
ing in  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  in  which  Ro- 
binson, Warring  6c  Co.,  were  plaintiffs,  and  the  bank  the  de- 
fendant; that  he  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined  into  all  the 
facts  and  the  law  of  the  case,  soon  after  the  suit  was  commen- 
ced, and  advised  the  said  bank,  that  in  his,  deponent's  opinion, 
there  was  not  a  shadow  of  l^al  claim  on  tne  bank  by  said 
plaintiffs.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  foregoing 
statement  of  C.  C.  Trowbridge,  so  far  as  deponent  is  acquain- 
ted with  the  facts,  is  true;  that  Wm.  Hale,  Esq.,  attorney  for 
the  said  plaintiffs,  on  two  several  occasions,  when  deponent 
stated  that  the  bank  were  anxious  to  settle  the  affiiir  and  wookl 
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pay  half  the  loss,  stated  in  reply,  *Hhat  he  would  make  no  terms 
with  the  bank,  except  they  would  pay  the  whole  amount,  that 
he  would  commence  and  continue  to  sue  the  bank  on  her  notes 
until  he  had  drawn  from  theH)ank  in  costs,  the  amount  in  con- 
troversy." And  deponent  further  saith,  that  on  another  occa- 
sion, he  invited  Mr.  Hale  to  see  the  president  of  the  bank,  as- 
suring him  that  the  affair  could  be  equitably  adjusted,  but  he 
positively  declined,  saying  that  he  had  taken  his  course,  and  he 
intended  to  follow  it. 

(Signed,)  GEO.  C.  BATES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  1st  of  February,  1840, 

(Signed,)  ^    HENRY  N.  WALTER. 

Mtary  Public^  Wayne  Co.,  M. 

^esAon  3.  Have  you  read  the  recent  message  of  gover- 
nor Woodbridge'?  If  so,  you  have  probably  perceived  that  he 
recommends  to  the  committee  to  ascertain,  and  inquire,  how 
far  the  purchase  of  the  instalments  of  the  state  loan,  due  in 
1839,  may  have  driven  your  institution  to  a  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  and  do  you  consider  that  your  institution  hag 
been  embarrassed  by  acting  as  fiscal  afi^ent  of  the  state,  and  in 
the  purchase  of  its  drafts  %    If  so,  in  what  way  ? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  I  do  not  think  the  purchase 
of  the  instalments  of  the  state  loan,  due  m  1839,  had  any  such 
tendency. 

Question  4.  If  the  bank  has  been  embarrassed  by  acting  as 
the  fiscal  agent  of  the  state  in  the  purchase  of  its  drafts,  here- 
tofore made,  will  not  the  purchase  of  the  instalments  due  for 
the  year  1840,  lead  to  similar  results,  and  prevent  or  protract 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank  1 

Answer.  By  the  same.  If  the  instalments  are  duly  paid, 
the  purchase  of  them  would  have  a  tendency  to  accelerate,  in- 
stead of  retarding  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Turner  and  Brown  a  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  officers  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics^ 
bank  of  Michigan,  to  ascertain  at  what  time  they  would  be 
ready  to  receive  the  committee. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  No.  50, 
American  hotel,  to-morrow  aftemocHi  at  2i  o'clock. 


Fdxrtkory  1,  1840. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  the  Ameri- 
can hotel,  and  having  passed  the  following  resolution,  it  fur- 
ther adjourned  to  meet  at  6i  o'clock,  at  the  bank  of  Mich^ 
gan: 

Resohed^  That  the  secretary  of  the  committee  be  directed 
lo  notiiy  C.  Wickware,  E.  Steele  and  H.  H.  Brown,  to  meet 
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the  commiltee  at  No.  50,  American  hotel,  on  Monday  after- 
noon, third  instant,  at  2i  o'clock,  to  answer  such  questions  as 
ihe  said  committee  may  propound,^touching  the  subject  of  their 
investigations  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  and  the  Farmers*  and 
Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  and  also  to  notify  K.  Pritchette, 
to  the  same  effect. 


Bank  of  Michigan,  February  1,  1840. 

Saturday  evening,  6}  o'clock.  Members  of  the  committee 
present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  Larue,  Turner  and  Brown. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  general  question,  by  Mr. 
Turner,  No.  5. 

Question  5.  What  amount  of  New  York  funds  has  the  bank 
procured  by  the  purchase  of  the  auditor  general's  drafts  on  ac- 
count of  the  five  million  loan,  for  which  it  has  not  paid  any  pre- 
mium? 

Answer.     By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.     In  New  York  bank  "notes 

ftaid  out  here  to  the  state  at  par,  896,090  00 

n  funds  deposited  in  New  York  city,  150,500  00 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  t246,500  00 

Question  6.  What  amount  of  New  York  funds  has  the  bank 
furnished  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  interest  on  bonds 
of  the  state,  due  during  1889,  and  January  1,  1840,  inclusive, 
Itee  of  any  charge  for  exchange  ? 

Answer.  By  the  same.  The  amount  furnished  for  this  pur- 
pose has  been  •41,585.  The  bank  has  never  charged  premi- 
um to  the  state  for  drafts  furnished. 

Q^est^on  7.  When  the  auditor  general  has  made  sales  of 
time  drafts  to  the  bank,  has  he  allowed  the  bank  interest  for 
the  unexpired  lime  they  had  to  run,  if  so,  what  amount  of  in- 
terest has  been  so  received  ? 

Answer,  By  the  same.  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  the 
answer  by  Mr.  Rawson,  book  keeper,  to  special  interrogatory 
by  Mr.  Gidley,  No.  2. 

[The  bank  has  received  of  the  state,  as  discount  upon  the 
drafts  purchased  under  the  said  contract,  six  thousand  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents;  but  in  order  to  meet  the  de- 
nnands  of  the  state,  it  was  necessary  to  get  these  drafts  dis- 
counted elsewhere,  and  in  doing  so  the  bank  paid  for  discount 
and  expenses,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 
Sid  twenty-seven  cents,  leaving  a  direct  gain  to  the  bank  for 
discount  and  interest,  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
and  three  cents.] 

Question  8.     What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  disbursed   in 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  415 

pa}nnent  of  the  treasurer's  checks  drawn  on  the  internal  im- 
provement fund? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sibley,  teller.  Always  specie  or  the  notes 
of  specie  paying  banks  and  (farafts  on  New  York,  until  the  late 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  since  which  period  the  sum  of 
#1,444  10  only  has  been  paid. 

Q^esium  9.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  disbursed  for 
the  payment  of  the  treasurer's  checks  drawn  on  the  general 
fundi 

Answer.  By  the  same.  Always  specie  or  the  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks  until  the  late  suspension.  The  amount 
disbursed  on  this  account  previous  to  the  suspension,  was 
•116,649  49,  and  the  amount  disbursed  since  then,  $23,620  19. 

Question  10.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  bank  received  of 
the  treasurer  on  account  of  the  general  fund  ? 

Answer.  By  the  same.  Specie  and  the  notes  of  all  the 
states  north  of  the  Potomac  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  in  good 
credit,  but  generally  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  Michigan. 

Q^estum  11.  Has  the  bank  purchased  the  auditor  general's 
warrants  on  the  treasurer  of  the  internal  improvement  fund 
since  the  cash  funds  of  the  state,  to  the  credit  of  the  fund, 
were  exhausted  1  If  so,  to  what  amount,  what  time  has  been 
assumed  upon  them,  and  what  rate  of  interest  charged,  and 
what  kind  of  funds  was  the  payment  made  in  t  If  in  the  post 
notes  of  the  bank,  what  time  had  they  to  run  to  maturity  X 
were  the  post  notes  payable  with  or  without  interest;  if  pay- 
onent  was  made  in  otner  funds,  in  what  kind  \ 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  The  bank  did  purchase 
after  the  treasury  of  the  state  was  exhausted  and  prior  to 
January  first,  instant,  a  small  amount  of  the  warrants  of  the 
auditor  general,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  warrants  on  hand 
as  stated  in  the  report,  were  received  from  the  commissioners 
of  internal  improvement.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  precise  sums  so  purchased,  but  the  amount  is  small. 

On  so  many  of  them  as  were  received  from  the  commission- 
ers^ no  interest  was  paid  by  them.  On  those  which  were  pre- 
sented in  the  way  of  business,  the  bank  charged  from  two  to 
six  months'  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 
In  one  or  two  instances,  after  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  the  pay- 
ment of  these  warrants  by  the  state  was  considered  very  un- 
certain, discount  may  have  been  taken  for  a  longer  time,  but 
with  an  arrangenient  to  refund  if  payment  was  made  earlier 
than  the  time  a^eed  upon. 

Payment  has  oeen  made  for  these  warrants  in  specie,  in  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  and  in  some  cases  in  the  post 
notes  of  the  bank,  but  most  of  the  post  notes  now  out,  were 
advanced  to  the  commissioners  in  the  way  above  stated. 
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The  post  notes  are  payable  without  interest,  in  the  mouths 
of  July,  August  September  and  October  next. 

I  present  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  the  president  of  the  bank^  more  fully  explaining  the  purchase 
of  the  warrants,  received  at  a  time  when  the  bank  was  strug- 
gling to  sustain  itself  in  paying  specie,  and  when  it  had  al- 
ready advanced  916,554  63  to  the  state  without  any  certainty 
as  to'  the  payment  of  such  advances. 

(Copy.) 

Detroit^  Ociob&r  7,  1839. 

Dear  Sir — In  your  absence,  I  have  been  obliged  to  call  on 
Col.  Jones,  and  request  him  to  give  me  $1,000  of  past  notes, 
as  the  state  have  no  means  for  the  carrying  on  the  wort^  of 
internal  improvement.  I  am  satisfied  that  your  bank  has  done 
all  in  their  power,  in  making  advances  from  time  to  time,  to 
finish  the  central  railroad  from  Ypsilanti  to  Ann  Arbor.  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  you  again,  to  give  me  some 
more  of  your  post  notes  if  you  have  no  other  means  you  can 
spare,  as  I  find  I  am  considerable  in  debt  and  must  have  some 
means  to  pay.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  leave  an  an- 
swer at  the  bank  this  afternoon  I     You  will  much  oblige. 

Your  humble  servant, 
(Signed,)  WiU  R.  THOMPSON. 

C.  C.  Trowbridge,  Esq.^  President^  0. 

Question  12.  Has  the  bank  purchased  railroad  or  canal  esti- 
mates of  contractors  on  these  works,  or  of  other  persons,  since 
the  cash  funds  were  exhausted,  belonging  to  the  state] .  If  so^ 
state  to  what  amount,  what  time  has  been  assumed  upon  them^ 
and  what  rates  of  discount  charged,  and  what  kind  of  funds 
payments  were  made  in^  if  in  the  post  notes,  how  lon^  had 
they  to  run  to  maturity,  if  payment  was  made  in  other  funds, 
what  kinds  7 

Answer,  By  the  same.  Please  to  refer  to  my  answers  to 
the  last  interrogatory,  and  to  special  interrogatory  No.  1,  by 
Mr.  Turner,  under  the  head  ol  advances  to  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan. 

(See  pagts  397  and  415.^ 

Q^estion  13.  What  are  the  immediate  prospective  Eabili- 
ties  of  the  bank,  and  on  what  account  X  Please  state  minutely 
and  in  detail. 

Answer.  By  the  same.  I  respectfully  refer  the  committee 
to  the  answer  by  Mr.  Rawson,  to  the  tenth  geneM  interroga- 
tory of  the  committee,  as  containing  all  thfe  information  requi- 
red by  this  question. 

(Se^  pageg  381,  382  and  383.^ 
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Question  14.  What  kind  and  amount  of  assets  has  the  banky 
that  can  immediately  or  prospectively  be  made  available  to 
nfieet  its  liabilities  with,  including  specie  on  hand? 

Answ€i\  By  the  same.  I  refer  to  the  same  source  stated 
in  the  answer  to  the  last  interrogatory,  as  containing  my  re- 
ply to  this  question. 

(Seepages  381,  382  md  383 J 

Question  1.  When  did  the  bank  declare  and  pay  its  last 
dividend  for  profits  earned  ?  And  what  amount  and  rate  per 
cent,  did  it  divide  among  its  stockholders  ? 

Answer.  By  the  same.  On  the  31st  December,  1836,  the 
amount  was  $50,000  00,  and  the  rate  per  cent,  ten. 

(Question  16.  On  drafts  protested,  returned  from  your  bank* 
er  in  New  York,  state  the  causes,  whether  for  want  of  funds 
or  because  funds  deposited  to  meet  sight  drafts,  had  been  di- 
verted by  order  of  the  bank,  in  the  purchase  of  drafts  on  time, 
at  a  discount? 

Answer*  By  the  same.  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  answer 
to  special  interrogatories  No.  6  and  7,  by  Mrr  Turner,  under 
the  head  of  "  drafts  on  time." 

(See  page  406.J 

Q^est^on  17.  What  funds  does  the  bank  disburse  in  pay- 
ment to  the  general  government,  or  officers  of  the  general  go- 
vernment in  payment  of  deposites  ? 

•Answer,  By  the  same.  The  officers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, keeping  their  deposites  here,  hold  bonds,  in  pursuance  of 
instructions  from  their  several  departments,  to  repay  them  the 
kind  and  description  of  funds  deposited.  When  they  deposite 
bank  notes,  their  checks  are  payable  in  bank  notes,  and  when 
they  deposite  coin,  their  checks  are  payable  in  coin.  Some- 
times for  the  convenience  of  the  holder,  and  sometimes  upon 
mutual  agreement,  the  checks  of  public  officers  are  paid  in 
drafts  on  New  York,  in  notes  of  other  states,  and  in  those  of 
our  own  state.  I  will  add,  that  ds  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, the  deposites  by  public  officers  in  this  bank,  are  made 
by  positive  orders  from  the  heads  of  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

Question  18.  Has  the  bank  been  at  any  time  in  advance  to 
the  state,  since  the  commencement  of  its  fiscal  agency  t  If 
so,  state  to  what  fund,  for  what  length  of  time,  imd  to  what 
amount. 

Answer,  Bv  Mr.  Rawson.  The  bank  has  been  in  advance 
to  the  state,  upon  its  drafts  purchased,  as  followt: 


[H.  R.  Doc]  53 
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1830. 

The  bank  purchased  state  drafts  in 
April,  •207,500  00 

April  30y   Amount  of  state  deposites  on  hand,  55,301  96 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  $125,198  04 

1839. 

The  bank  purchased  in  May,  $50,000, 
making  in  all,  $257,500  00 

May  31,   Amount  of  state  deposites,  31,577  27 


The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  $225,922  73 


1839. 


The  bank  purchased  in  June,  $55,000, 

making  in  all,  $312,500  00 

June  30,     Amount  of  state  deposites,  20,926  70 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  $291,578  30 

1839. 

July    1,     Amount  of  state  drafts  purchased,  $312,500  00 

Amount  of  state  drafts  paid,  207,500  00 


Balance  of  drafts  unpaid,  $105,000  00 

The  bank  purchased  in  July,  81,310  92 

$186,310  92 
July  31,     Amount  of  state  deposites,  45,775  59 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  $140,535  83 

1839. 

Aug.  31,     Amount  of  state  drafts  unpaid,  $186,310  92 

Amount  of  state  deposites,  39,837  62 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,    $146,473  30 

1839. 

Sep.  30,    Amount  of  state  drafts  unpaid,  $186,310  92 

Amount  of  state  deposites,  38,470  50 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  $147,840  4Sl 
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1839. 

Oct.  81,     Amount  of  state  drafts  unpaid,  #186,310  92 

Amount  of  state  deposites,  34,095  71 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,  ♦152,305  21 

1839. 

Nov.   1,    Amount  of  state  drafts,  •186,310  92 

Amount  of  state  drafts  paid  this  day,       118,310  92 

''  30,     Amount  of  state  drafts  unpaid,  •68,000  00 

Amount  of  state  deposites,  25,179  06 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state^    #42,820  94 

1839. 

Dec.  31,    Amount  of  state  drafts  unpaid,  #68,000  09 

Amount  of  state  deposites,  26,456  67 

The  bank  was  in  advance  to  the  state,    #41,548  33 

Out  of  the  whole  amount  of  drafts  purchased,  the  sum  of 
#80,000  00  was  credited  to  the  general  fund,  and  the  remain- 
der to  the  internal  improvement  fund. 

The  bank  also  commenced  advancing  to  the  state,  upon  the 
auditor  general's  warrants,  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  advanced 
from  time  to  time,  up  to  December  31,  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  sum  of  #36,267  29,  mentioned  in  the  exhibit  of  Januar 
ry  1,  1840. 

Question  19.  What  amount  of  funds  derived  from  the  audi- 
tor general's  drafts  on  New  York,  has  been  paid  towards  its 
indebtedness  to  the  United  States  treasury  department,  durii^ 
the  year  1839? 

Answer,     By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.     Not  any  part. 

Question  20.  To  what  amount  has  the  bank  negotiated  the 
drafts  of  the  auditor  general  on  the  five  million  loan,  with 
country  banks,  or  individuals  of  other  states  ?  Please  state 
with  what  banks  or  what  individuals, 

Answer.  By  the  same.  The  sum  of  #312,500  00  as  fol- 
lows: 

With  the  Commercial  bank  of  Lake  Erie,  #25,000  00 

do    Bank  of  Cleveland,  10,000  00 

do    Bank  of  Massillon,  10,000  00 

do    Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Steuben- 

ville,  20,000  00 

do    City  bank  of  Rochester,  10,000  00 

Carried  forward,  # 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

With  the  Bank  of  Geneva,  30,000  00 
do    Merchants'  exchange  bank,  New  York,      40,000  00 

do    Springfield  and  Chicopee  banks,  30,000  00 

do    Greenfield  bank,  10,000  00 
do    John  Ward  &  Co.,  New  York,                  127,500  00 


•812,500  00 


121 

do 

do 

0 

do 

do 

86 

do 

do 

89 

do 

do 

84 

do 

do 

The  remainder  of  the  drafts  of  the  state,  received  of  the  au- 
ditor general,  were  held  by  the  bank  until  they  were  paid. 

Question  21.  Who  are  the  present  bona  fide  owners  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  where  do  they  reside,  and  what 
is  the  amount  of  each  individual's  actual  interest! 

Answer.    By  Mr.  Trowbridge,  president. 
1,067  shares  are  owned  by  persons  residing  in  Michigan. 
8,234  do  do        persons  residing  in  the  state  of 

New  York  and  the  New  Eng- 
land states. 
360  do  do      ^  persons  residing  in  different  parts 

of  Europe, 
persons  residing  in  Canada. 
residents  of  Ohio, 
estates  of  deseased  persons. 
residents  of  Wtsooosin. 
persons  whose  residence  is  un- 
known to  me. 

5,000 

After  mature  dehberation  upon  this  subject,  the  directors 
have  desired  me  to  state  to  the  committee,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion it  is  irrelevant,  not  sanctioned  by  usage  in  similar  cases, 
and  that  it  interferes  with  the  private  rights  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, and  that  they,  therefore,  protest  against  the  right  of  the 
committee  to  demand  the  information  sought.  Havinj^  per- 
formed this  duty  to  the  stockholders,  I  very  cheerfully  furnish 
a  list  of  their  names. 

List  of  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan. 

Slwrei. 

James  Abbott,  58 

John  Agnew,  18 

Isaac  Adams,  15 

American  fur  company,  59 

Josiah  Allis,  15 

H.  B.  Brevoort,  IS 

Elizabeth  Browning — deceased—  2 

Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward, 

Shares. 

Justus  Burdick,  45 

George  Bliss,  829 

E.  A.  Brush,  35 

Bank  of  Michigan,  94 

Barnabas  Campau,  25 

Lewis  Cass,  359 

Richard  Clarke — deceased —  51 

Alexander  Cumming,  I9 

J.  Chapman,                                                        *  200 

Collins,  Rees  &  Co.,                         ^  1 

Gary  &  Co.,  1 

McCurdy  &  Aldrich,  3 

Peter  J.  Desnoyers,  39 

H.  L.  Dousman,  89 

Jonathan  D wight,  445 

Henry  Dwight,  31 1 

Edmund  Dwight,  844 

Thomas  Dwight,  281 

Jonathan  Dwight,  jr.,  200 

William  Dwight,  140 

Francis  Dwight,  77 

Benjamin  Day,  35 

L.  J.  Daniels,  15 

Nathan  Dickinson,  15 

Robert  A.  Forsyth,  75 

Hannah  Gray,  19 

James  K.  Guernsey,  20 

Daniel  Goodwin,  20 

James  Horner,  4 

Warren  Hill,  42 

H.  W.  Havdeck,  5 

James  Half,  4 

D.  G.  Jones,  15 

J.  F.  Joy,  5 

B.  B.  Kercheval,  I3 

Sidney  Ketchum,  45 
R«  Kingsland  &  Co.,  ^  7 
Darius  Lamson,                                                               *         9 

B.  F.  Lamed,  49 

Lee,  Dater  &  Miller,  7 

Sarah  Macomb,  39 

A.  T;  McReynolds,  51 

Johnson  Niles,  15 

Oliver  Newberry,  20 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward, 

Geo.  F.  Porter,  5 

Epaphroditas  Ransom,            »  l^ 

David  Stone,  7 

H,  R.  Schoolcraft,  '   55 

Henry  Stanton,  ^2 

Sarah  W.  Sibley,  1 

James  Smith,  jr.,  10 

Theodore  P.  Sheldon,  10 

Thomas  C.  Sheldon,  50 

David  Stuart,  121 

Henry  K*  Sanger,  ^ 

Spear  &  Patton,               -  4 

C.  C.  Trowbridge,  125 

Joseph  W.  Torrv,  1^ 

P.  R.  Toll,         '  10 

Isaac  J.  Ullman,  10 

Henry  Whiting,  45 

H.  V.  Wilson,  9 

J.  L.  Whiting,  adm'r.,  1 

Isaac  W.  Willard,  5 

James  Walker,  8 

John  Ward,  70 

.  William  G.  Ward,  71 

Shares,  ^.000 

Question  22.  What  kind  of  funds  have  the  collectors  of 
tolls  paid  into  the  bank,  for  receipts  on  the  central  railroad t 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sibley,  teller.  Notes  of  the  banks  in  New 
England,  New  York,  and  of  the  neighboring  states,  but  princi- 
pally of  the  banks  of  Michigan. 

Question  23.  What  kind  of  funds  has  the  treasurer  deposi- 
ted to  the  credit  of  the  delinquent  tax  fund  ?  If  any  in  eastern, 
what  proportion  1 

Answer.  By  the  same.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  what 
kind  of  funds  have  been  deposited,  as  I  have  always  received 
and  credited  as  cashy  all  notes,  Tin  good  credit,)  of  the  neigh- 
boring states,  and  of  Canada.  A  small  proportion  of  this  was 
in  eastern  notes  and  checks. 

Question  24.  What  premium  has  the  bank  charged  for  drafts 
at  sight  on  New  York,  during  the  year  1839;  and  what  for 
time  drafts,  having  from  three  to  four  months  to  run  to  maturity! 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  For  sight  drafts,  two 
per  cent;  for  drafts  having  three  or  four  months  to  run,  the 
rate  has  been  less  in  proportion  to  the  time,  and  in  many  in- 
stances for  such  drafts,  no  premium  has  been  charged. 
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Qiiestian  25.  Does  the  bank  chiefly  use  its  branch  ootes  in 
the  transactions  of  its  daily  business,  and  has  it  not  so  used 
those  notes  during  the  last  year  1 

Answer.  By  me  same.  The  bank  is  compelled  by  the  char- 
ter to  receive  the  branch  notes  in  payment  of  debts.  In  the 
transaction  of  its  daily  business  during  the  last  year,  for  small 
note  circulation,  it  uses  them,  but  the  large  notes  used,  are  al- 
ways those  of  the  parent  bank.  The  proportions  of  each,  I 
am  unable  to  state. 

Q^e$ti(m  26.  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  redeemed  the  notes 
of  its  branch  at  less  than  their  par  value;  and  if  so  at  vfhat 
rate? 

Answer.  By  the  same.  It  has  sometimes  done  so,  at  a  pre- 
mium  ranging  from  i  to  1  per  cent ;  but  I  Vf'iW  add,  that  it  has 
also  redeemed  them  at  par. 

Question  27.  Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  assign  their  rea- 
sons for  refusing  to  permit  K.  Pritchette,  Esq.,  to  investigate 
its  affairs? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  Mr.  PritcKette  came  into 
the  bank  on  the  28th  October  last,  and  asked  me  whether  I 
considered  this  bank  subject  to  the  investigation  of  the  bank 
commissioner.  I  replied  that  "  we  were  advised  by  our  coun- 
sel, that  it  was  not,"  but  that  we  would  give  him  any  infor- 
mation he  might  desire.  He  then  requested  me  to  put  my  an- 
swer in  writing.  I  accordingly  gave  him  a  note,  protesting 
against  the  right  of  investigation,  but  proffering  the  necessary 
facilities  for  it  No  information  was  requested,  or  demand 
made.    A  copy  of  the  note  alluded  to,  is  subjoined. 

(Copy.) 

Bank  of  Michigan,  > 

Detroit,  2Sth  October,  1839.  \ 

KiNTzmo  PBrrcHBTTB,  Esq.j  Bank  Commissioner: 

Dear  Sir — ^In  reply,  to  your  inquiry  of  this  morning,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that  tne  bank  of  Michigan  is  not  considered  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  this  state,  which  authorizes 
the  bank  commissioner  to  examine  into  its  affairs. 

At  the  same  time,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  furnish 
you,  as  an  individual,  any  information  on  the  subject  which 
you  may  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
(Signed,)  C.  C.  TROWBRIDGE, 

President. 

The  following  interrogatories  were  put  b^  Mr.  Gidley : 
Question  1.    What  has  been  the  average  mdebtedness  to  the 
state  of  Michigan  during  the  last  year  ? 
Answer.    By  Mr.  Rawson,  book  keeper.     The  average  in- 
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debtcdness  of  the  bank  to  the  state  during  the  past  year  has 
been  nothing;  on  the  contrary  the  average  indebtedness  of  the 
state  to  the  bank  for  the  last  ten  months,  taking  as  the  basis  of 
my  answer  the  amount  of  state  drafts  held  by  bank,  has  been 
one  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  thirty*five  dollars  and 
8eventy-two*cents. 

Question  2.  How  much  money  has  been  received  from  the 
state  as  discount  or  interest  upon  the  state  drafts  sold  to  the 
bank  under  the  contract  made  with  the  auditor  general  in  April, 
1839.  , 

Answer.  By  the  same.  The  bank  has  received  of  the  state, 
as  discount  upon  the  drafts  purchased  under  the  state  contract, 
six  thousand  seventy-seven  dollars  andjthirty  cents,  but  in  order 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  state  it  was  necessary  to  get  these 
drafts  discounted  elsewhere,  and  in  doing  so  the  bank  paid  for 
discount  and  expenses,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  leaving  a  direct  gain  to  the 
bank  for  discount  and  interest  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  three  cents. 

Question  8.  Has  the  bank  been  used  for  the  disbursement  of 
the  government  funds  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  May,  1837,  and  if  so,  what  amount  of  public  money  has  been 
so  disbursed  through  the  bank  7 

Answer.  By  the  same.  Although  the  bank  ceased  to  be  a 
deposite  bank  according  to  the  law  of  1830,  as  soon  as  specie 
payments  were  suspended  in  1837,  it  has  nevertheless  oeen 
used  as  such  under  the  general  powers  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, by  all  the  disbursing  officers  who  had  previously  kept 
their  accounts  in  it,  and  by  reference  to  the  accounts  of  these 
ofiicers,  I  find  that  since  May  1837,  the  sum  oj^  one  million  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  has  been  so  dis- 
bursed through  the  bank,  by  nearly  twenty  public  officers. 

Question  4.  Can  you  state  without  inconvenience  the  amount 
of  cash  operations  of  the  bank  for  the  year  1836,  1837,  1838 
and  1839  f 

Answer,  By  the  same.  The  amount  of  cash  operations  of 
the  bank  for  the  year  1836,  was  eighteen  millions,  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars. For  the  year  1887,  eleven  millions  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars. 
For  the  year  1838,  three  millions  eight  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  and  fifty-three  dollars  ;  and  for  the  year  1839,  six 
millions  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-six  dollars.  This  answer  is  given  from  the  fbotings 
of  the  cash  account,  and  includes  money  actually  received  and 
paid,  bills  of  exchange  purchased  and  sold,  bills  discounted  and 
renewed,  and  all  other  operations  of  the  bank. 
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Question  5.  What  is  the  cause  qf  the  present  suspeDsion  of 
specie  payments  1 

Question  6.  Is  the  present  suspension  in  any  way  connect- 
ed with  that  of  1837  T 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Trowbridge.  For,  answers  to  these  two 
interrogatories  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  reply  to  general  ques- 
tion No.  4j  by  Mr.  Turner. 

{See  page  S90.) 

Question  7.  Do  you  think  the  bank  can  now  with  safety  re- 
sume specie  payments,  and  what  in  your  opinion  would  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  measure  upon  the  business  of  the  country  1 

Answer.  By  the  same.  In  reply  to  the  first  part  of  this  in- 
terrogatory I  answer, 

1st.  Michigan  is  deeply  indebted  to  the  eastern  states  for 
merchandize  imported,  and  will  demand  a  large  amount  of  ^oin 
before  the  wheat  crop  of  1839  can  be  made  available. 

2d.  It  is  an  axiom  in  finance,  verified  by  the  experience  of 
every  day,  that  two  unequal  currencies  cannot  exist  together. 
The  less  valuable,  if  at  all  tolerable,  will,  for  the  purposes  of 
general  trade  take  place  of  the  better,  which  will  be  gathered 
up  for  remittance;  and  the  degree  of  facility  with  which  this 
latter  can  be  converted  into  the  description  of  funds  needed  for 
foreign  payments,  will  constitute  aa  essential  element  of  its  su- 
perior value. 

The  state  of  Illinois  is  under  suspension;  exchange  on  New 
York  at  Chicago,  is  twenty  per  cent,  premium,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  her  state  bank  is  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

Indiana,  although  nominally  a  specie  paying  state,  has  deli- 
berately adopted  such  a  system  of  circulation,  by  throwing  the 
paper  of  the  numerous  branches  of  its  state  bank  into  points  re- 
mote from  the  places  of  redemption,  that  with  her  bad  roads 
and  the  inaccessibility  of  her  banks,  they  might  as  well,  for  the 
purpose  under  consideration,  be  under  suspension. 

Ohio  is  similarly  situated.  The  balance  of  trade  is  against 
her.  Her  banks  pursue  a  plan  of  interchanging  notes  with 
each  other,  and  of  issuing  checks  in  the  similitude  of  bank  notes 
upon  some  distant  bank  in  another  state,  payable  in  the  bank 
notes  of  that  state,  which  operates  as  well  for  them  as  the 
plan  of  Indiana,  just  mentioned;  and  exchange  on  New  York 
18  sold  at  Cincinnati  at  twelve  per  cent,  premium.  And,  with 
regard  to  New  York,  which  is  more  favorably  situated  with 
Tespect  to  exchanges,  it  will  sufllice  to  state,  that  much  of  her 
paper  is  from  2i  to  4  per  cent  discount,  in  her  principal  city, 
and  that  we  found  it  impracticable,  in  many  instances,  before 
the  late  suspension,  to  redeem  our  notes  with  those  of  that 
state.  It  is  also  to  be  considered,  for  this  is  an  important  fact, 
that  Detroit  is  one  of  the  most  exposed  points  in  the  northern 
states.    Being  on  the  great  thoroughfare  to  the  east,  it  is  easy 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  54 
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to  see,  that  any  traveler  from  the  north  and  west  will  gladly 
leave  his  coin  behind  him,  if  he  can  obtain  for  it  the  notes  of 
suqh  Detroit  banks  as  will  give  him  the  coin  as  he  passes 
through  the  town.  This  will  save  him  a  part  of  his  trouble  and 
risk  at  least — and  this  is  the  common  practice.  Even  now, 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  are  sold  at  Chicago  at  a  pre- 
mium of  four  to  eight  per  cent  above  the  currency  of  that  state. 
These  things  bein^  admitted,  it  follows  of  course,  that  with  such 
odds  against  the  oanks  in  Detroit,  it  will  be  difficult  to  main- 
tain specie  payments  to  the  full  extent  of  all  demands,  before 
our  crops,  which  constitute  the  only  legitimate  basis  of  ex- 
change, can  be  got  to  market.  Much,  however,  ma^  be  done 
to  hasten  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  business  men  in  community.  It  is 
already  in  evidence  before  your  honorable  body,  that  this  bank 
has,  in  little  more  than  three  years,  gradually  reduced  its  in- 
debtedness to  the  public,  from  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  to 
a  little  more  than  half  a  million.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  the 
collection  of  a  small  part  of  the  sum  remaining  due  to  it  by  the 
citizens  of  Michigan  will  enable  it  to  resume  its  former  stand- 
ing and  regain  the  high  credit  which  for  twenty  years  it  has 
enjoyed. 

In  reply  to  the  second  part  of  the  interrogatory,  I  will  state 
that  the  probable  effect  of  immediate  resumption  would  be  the 
withdrawal  from  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  now  afloat, 
the  hoarding  of  the  coin,  or  sending  it  out  of  the  state,  and  the 
substitution  (as  a  currency,)  of  the  notes  of  bank^  in  other 
states,  which  pay  no  tax  here,  are  not  liable  to  legislative  re- 
striction, and  whose  failure  must  inevitably  throw  a  loss  upon 
our  own  community,  without  the  possibility  of  a  remedy.  I 
need  not  say  to  such  of  the  committee  as  lived  in  Michigan  in 
the  years  1837  and  1838,  that  the  people  will  have  a  currency 
even  though  it  be  the  (to  our  authorities,)  irresponsible  issues 
of  other  states. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  No.  50, 
American  hotel,  on  Monday,  the  3d  instant,  at  21  o'clock. 


Monday^  February  3,  1840. 

The  corommittee  met  according  to  adjournment,  at  No.  50, 
American  hotel.  Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  lArue, 
Turner,  Brown  and  Champlin. 

Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  Wickware  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  beioff  sworn,  the  following  question  was  propounded 
to  them  by  Mr.  Turner: 

Qttestioii  1.  Have  you  been  furnished  by  the  bank  of  Michi- 
gan,  or  by  the  officers  of  this  institution,  either  directly  or 
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indirectly,  with  funds  to  carry  on  the  brokerage  bufluiess;  or, 
have  you  at  any  time,  acted  as  thej[agent  of  this  bank,  m  re- 
deeming their  notes,  at  less  than  par  value  ? 

The  interrogatory  was  answered  by  both  individuals  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  one  from  the  senate,  and  two 
from  the  house,  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  drafting 
questions  to  be  put  to  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank.  The 
committee  named,  was  Mr.  Edmunds,  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 
and  Messrs.  Turner  and  Brown,  on  the  part  of  the  house. 
After  which,  the  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  Farm- 
ers' and  Mechanics'  bank,  at  6i  o'clock,  on  Tuesday,  4th  in- 
stant. 


Tuesday,  February  4, 1840. 

The  committee,  according  to  adjournment,  met  at  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank. 

Present,   Messrs.   Edmunds,   WitherelL   Larue,   Turner 
Brown  and  Stockton.  ■ ' 

^  The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Edmunds,  read  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
passed  on  the  21st  of  January  last,  authorizing  the  committee 
to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  Far- 
mers  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  &c.  After  which  he 
administered  an  oath  to  the  officers  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Turner 
read  the  following  interrogatories,  prepared  by  the  committee, 
appointed  for  that  puipose:  ^ 

TT  ^!*i**  ^®  ^^^  total  amount  of  assets  of  the  bank  ? 

11.  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  comprehended 
onaer  ttie  head  of  Joans  on  personal  security? 

Question  L  What  is  the  responsibility  of  the  makers  and 
endorsers  which  constitutes  the  item,  called  "  loans  on  personal 
security  1"  ^ 

Qtiestion2.  What  amount  of  these  loans  on  personal  secu- 
rity is  due  by  directors  and  stockholders  ? 

question  3.  In  what  sums  has  it  been  loaned  to  each  direc 
tor  and  stockholder  ?  Please  state  how  many  loans  have  been 
made  to  this  class  of  borrowers,  and  in  what  amounts  to  each? 

Question  4.  How  have  they,  (directors  and  stockholders.) 
secured  the  sums  loaned  to  them?  '' 

Question  5.  What  length  of  time  have  such  sums,  loaned  to 
durectors  and  stockholders,  been  due  ? 

Question  6.  Are  any  of  these  loans  to  directors  and  stock- 
liolers  under  protest  ?   If  so,  to  what  amount  ? 

Question  7.  What  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  bank  for 
toe  recovery  of  loans  on  personal  security  ? 
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Q^estum  8.  Have  siliits  been  commencecl,  and  if  so,  for  what 
amount;  and  for  what  amount  has  judgment  been  obtained  1 

Question  9.  What  amount  of  loans  on  personal  security  was 
made  to  members  of  the  last  legislature,  and  if  any,  how  se- 
cured f 

Question  10.  What  is  the  whole  number  of  individuals  to 
whom  the  loans  on  personal  security  has  been  made,  and  how 
many  of  them  are  residents  of  this  state,  and  how  many  oi 
them  are  merchants  t 

///•  Real  estate  securities. 

Question  1.  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  com- 
prehended under  the  head  of  "  real  estate  securities  V- 

Question  2.  Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  com- 
mittee a  schedule  of  the  real  estate  pledged  to  the  bank,  and 
held  as  security,  specifying  the  quantities,  and  in  what  counties 
the  same  is  situated,  and  a  description  of  the  same  1. 

Question  3.  To  what  amount  have  mortgages  been  given 
to  the  bank  T 

Question  4.     Where  is  the  property  mortgaged,  located  1 

Question  5.  Do  the  mortgages  describe  all  the  property 
they  purport  to  covert 

Q;uestion  6.  At  what  valuation  have  debtors  to  the  bank, 
mortgaged  their  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Detroit;  please  spe- 
cify the  number  of  lots  and  the  improvements  thereon? 

Question  7.  Has  any  of  the  real  estate  security  been  hypo- 
thecated by  the  bank;  if  so,  to  whom  or  what  company,  and 
what  amount  have  they,  the  bank,  received,  or  are  to  receive, 
on  securities  so  pledged? 

IF.  Banking  house  and  furniture^ 

Question  1.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  lot  on  which  the 
banking  house  is  built  ? 

Question  2.     When  was  it  purchased  ? 

Question  3.     What  was  the  cost  of  the  banking  house  ? 

Question  4.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  furniture  of  the  bank- 
ing house  ?  Please  exhibit  the  bills  for  both  house  and  furni- 
ture. 

V.  Due  from  banks. 

Question  1.  Does  the  bank  include  among  its  assets,  any 
amounts  due  from  banks  ?  if  so,  what  banks  are  indebted  to  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  under  this  head? 
Please  mention  their  names  and  the  amount  due  from  each. 

Question  2.  Are  they  now  solvent  and  redeeming  their  lia- 
bilities ? 

Q^estilon  3.     How  did  this  indebtedness  arise  ? 


V* 
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VL  Bank  notes  on  hand. 

Question  1.  What  amount  of  bank  notes  has  the  bank  on 
hand  1 

Qtiestion  2.  Are  these  bank  notes,  eastern  bank-notes,  or 
Michigan  chartered  bank  notes,  or  unchartered  bank  notes,  or 
checks,  small  drafts,  or  due  bills  of  individuals;  and  what 
amounts  are  there  under  each  head  t 

VII.  Specie f  gold  and  silver. 

Question  1.  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  com- 
prehended under  this  head  1 

Question  2.  Is  the  gold  and  silver  specii^d,  the  bona  fide 
property  of  the  bank  t 

(a)  Profit  and  loss. 

Question  I.  Please  exhibit  to  the  committee,  a  statement  of 
the  profit  and  loss  account  of  the  bank;  showing  what  consti- 
tutes the  debit,  and  what  the  credit  side  of  this  account. 

{b)  Due  the  United  States. 

Question  L     Is  the  bank  indebted  to  the  United  States  1    If 
so,  in  what  amount;  when  is  the  debt  payable,  and  where  ? 
Question  3.     What  is  the  security?  state  the  security. 

(c)  Due  banks. 

Question  1.  Is  this  bank  debtor  to  other  banks  7  and  to  what 
amount  'I 

Question  2.    How  did  this  debt  accrue  ? 

Question  3.  Has  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Mi- 
chigan issued  from  their  counter,  their  own  notes,  signed  by 
their. own  officers,  and  stamped  transversely,  with  the  words, 
"  payable  at  their  branch  at  St  Joseph,"  when  countersigned, 
or  words  to  the  same  amount?  and  by  what  authority  was  thin 
done  ? 

(d)  Post  notes  on  time. 

Question  I.  What  is  the  amount  of  post  notes  issued  by  tho 
bank? 

Question  2.    What  amount  remains  on  hand  ? 

Question  3.  Are  any  of  these  post  notes  due,  and  when 
due? 

( e)  Drafts  on  time. 

Question  1.    What  is  your  whole  amount  of  drafts  on  time  1 
Qv£stion  2.    On  whom  were  these  drafts  drawn  ? 
Question  3.     How  many  of  them  have  been  drawn  by  the 
bank  ?    Please  state  their  number  and  the  amount  of  each. 
Question  4.    By  what  authority  has  the  bank  executed  these 
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drafts  Y  Are  they  based  upon  fonds  deposited  to  meet  them, 
or  drawn  upon  their  credit  alone  \ 

Question  5.  Are  all  the  drafts  which  the  bank  has  execu- 
ted, credited  by  them  in  their  answer  to  question  first  under 
this  heady  as  a  charge  «gainst  themselves  T 

Question  6.    What  amount  of  drafts  are  out  1 

Question  7.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested 
and  returned  1 

Question  8.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested 
and  not  returned  t 

(/)  Deposites, 

Q^estion  L  What  amount  of  funds  has  the  bank  on  depo- 
site? 

Question  2.  Who  are  the  depositors-— citizens  of  this  state, 
or  of  other  states  7 

Question  3.  Does  the  bank  pay  interest  to  depositors,  for 
deposites — if  yea,  at  what  rate  i 

Question  4.  Has  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers  for  the 
bank,  within  the  last  year,  negotiated  a  loan  of  specie  with 
any  individual  or  banking  institution,  within  this  or  any  other 
state  1  If  yea,  to  what  amount,  on  what  terms,  and  when 
was  the  negotiation  completed  T 

Question  5.  When  the  bank  suspended  on  the  28th  October, 
was  the  act  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  coin,  or  other 
funds,  to  meet  their  outstanding  circulation,  or  did  it  arise 
from  other  causes  1    Please  state  the  causes. 

A  copy  of  the  above  interrogatories  was  furnished  to  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  to  be  answered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Welles,  cashier  of  the  bank,  furnished  the  committee 
the  following  statement: 

Statement  Farmers^  and  Mechanic/  hank  of  Michigan^  \st  Fdh 

ruanfy  1840. 

Resources, 

Loans  on  personal  security,  a  large  amount  of  which  is  colla- 
terally secured  by  real  estate,  9550,126  52 
Bonds  and  mortgages,  51,850  18 
Real  estate  taken  in  payment  of  debts,  15,907  73 
Banking  house,  9,61 1  18 
Stocks,  8,875  00 
Contingent  expenses,  l,a08  47 
Due  from  banks,  viz: 
Branch  bank,                                   #51,728  88 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  •  $ 

Other  banks,  7,258  98 


Branch  redeemed,  taken  in  depo« 

site^  &c.,  938,484  06 

Other  solvent  banks,  4,982  25 


58,987  86 


43,466  25 


Specie,  15,686  24 

•755,819  43 

Liabilities. 
Capital  stock  paid  in,  •400,000  00 

Profit  and  loss  account,  35,783  80 

Dividends  unclaimed,  3,522  00 

Due  to  the  United  States,  103,969  24 

Due  to  banks,  viz: 

On  time,  #84,791  59 

On  demand,  3,492  85 

88,284  44 

Drafts  on  time,  10,000  00 

Special  deposites  applicable  to  the  payment  of 

debts  due  the  bank,  71,948  20 

Individual  deposites,  20,811  7& 

Circulation,  viz: 

Notes  payable  on  demand,  #20,731  00 

Post  notes  matured,  769  00 

Entire  circulation,  21,500  00^ 


•755,819  43 


On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  No.  50, 
American  hotel,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  6th  inst.,  at  half 

East  3  o'clock,  and  at  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  at 
alf  past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


•Smerican  Hotels  February  6. 

The  committee  met  according  to  adjournment  Present, 
Messrs.  Turner  and  Brown.  There  not  being  a  ouorum,  the 
committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank,  according  to  previous  arrangement 

The  committee  met  at  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank, 
according  to  adjournment  Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds  and 
Turner. 

The  following  answers  were  given  by  Mr.  Welles,  caphier. 


] 
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to  the  interrogatories  read  by  Mr.  Turner  at  the  la9t  meeting 
of  the  committee. 

Question  1.    What  is  the  total  amount  of  assets  of  the  bank  1 

Answer.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  eight  hui> 
dred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

Question  2.  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  com- 
prehended under  the  head  of  loans  on  personal  security  t 

Answer^  Five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents. 

Question  1.  What  is  the  responsibility  of  the  makers  aiui 
endorsers  which  constitutes  this  item,  called  loans  on  personal 
security  T 

Answer.  The  responsibility  of  the  makers  and  endorsers  of 
the  bills  held  by  the  oank,  is  generally  ample  for  their  security, 
although  in  some  cases  it  has  necessarily  become  impaired  by 
the  pecuniary  changes  and  reverses  which  the  country  has 
sustained.  It  is  probably  safe  to  assert,  that  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, the  losses  upon  this  debt  cannot  exceed  the  pro- 
Jits  which  haye  accumulated,  and  are  actually  possessed  by 
the  banL 

Question  2.  What  amount  of  these  loans  on  personal  secu- 
rity, is  due  by  directors  and  stockholders  1 

Answer.  The  sum  of  thirty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars. 

Question  3.  In  what  sums  has  it  been  loaned  to  each  di- 
rector and  stockholder  t  Please  to  state  how  many  loans  have 
been  made  to  this  class  of  borrowers,  and  in  what  amounts  to 
each. 

Answer.  One  stockholder,  holding  stock  to  the  amount  of 
#1,850  00,  is  indebted  in  the  sum  of  (250  00.  A  second,  hol- 
ding $50  00  of  stock,  owes  93,000  00.  A  third,  holding  9750- 
00  of  stock,  owes  95,000  00.  A  fourth,  holding  97,000  00  of 
stock,  owes  9751  00.  A  fifth,  holding  92,250  00  of  stock,  owes 
95,162  00.  A  sixth,  holding  93,000  00  of  stock,  owes  94,227 
00.  A  seventh,  holding  934,150  00  of  stock,  owes  95,000  Oa 
An  eighth,  holding  9950  00  of  stock,  owes  94,000  00.  A 
ninth,  holding  950  00  of  stock,  owes  92,000  00.  And  a  tenth, 
holding  9750  00  of  stock,  owes  95,600  00. 

Of  these  stockholders,  four  are  directors,  whose  aggregate 
indebtedness  amounts  to  916,000.  One  of  them  resides  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  whose  proportion  of  the  debt  is  95,000  00. 
Another  stockholder,  not  a  director,  resides  in  Illinois;  his  pro- 
portion is  95,162  00.  And  a  third,  ftot  a  director,  resides  in 
Wisconsin;  his  proportion  is  94,227  00. 

In  brief.  The  holders  of  948,100  00  of  the  stock,  are  in- 
debted in  the  sum  of  934,990  00;  and  the  holders  of  9351,- 
900  00  of  the  stock,  are  not  the  borrowers  of  a  dollar. 
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jiQsestfJHilIb    How  bate  th^fr  ifctivcctocs  and  stookholdera,) 

secured  the  sums  loaned  to  them  ( 

'   AnsoHT.    They  are  sdoored  by  the  obligationi}  of  the  makers 

abd'i  eBdoiaefSy  i>y  real  ^estate,  and'  by  pledgea  of  the  alocb 

owned  by  theidebtcon  respectively* 

Question  5.    Wl^t  i^ogtj|i  qX  (in^  bfive  anch  sums^  loaned  to 

directors  and  stockholders,  l^n  due  1 

'  Answer./  *fiie  sum  of  i|3,000  00  was  dne  12th  May,  1838 j 
lig  spin /?f;  $3,06^  00  was  due  28th  JulV;  183»;  the  sum  of 
2/1 PO  00  Was  (Jue  6th  September,  1839:  the  sum  of  <M,227 
)0  was  due  I7tH  Dedember,  183^;  the  sum  of  f 5,000  00  wa^ 
[up  litk  Novemb^r^  1839;  and  the  sum  of  917,601  00  is  not 

Question  iii    Are  any  of  these  loans  to  dlnector^  arid  stock' 
holders  rgn<ler  protect  1    If  so^  to  what  atopci^t  t 
''  ^r^w^red^'iiVtn^  Answer  to  the .precedjngi interrogatory. 
['^Ouei^lion  7.  ]  .What  stops  nave  .been  t^ken  by.  the  bank  fot 
llie  rJ^cbvefv  of'lioajos  on  personal  sec^rity.t    •       *' 

,Ans\cer*  The  bank  ha^  resorted  to  repeated  appli cations  to 
me  Settoi*  for  payment,  to'  the  foreclosure  of  th^  mortgages 
held  as  collateral  security,  and  to^suits  at  law  against  makers 
and  endorsers  of  the  paper. 

^eslion  8.  Have  suits  been  commenced  ?  And  if  so,  for 
what  sum  has  judgment  been  obtained  7 

Answer.  Suits  have  been  commenced  upon  bills  amounting 
to  9151,170  48,  of  which,  960,125  20  are  in  judgment.  Many 
of  these  judgments  have  been  delayed  in  the  collection,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  the  urgent  application  of  the  debtor  for 
lenity;  but  few  cases  have  occurred  wherein  sales  of  personal 
property  have  been  coerced,  and  in  no  single  instance  since  the 
organization  of  the  bank,  has  the  property  of  a  debtor,  either 
real  or  personal,  been  sacrificed.  In  most  cases  where  the 
debt  is  mature,  and  suits  have  been  commenced^  the  delay  has 
grown  out  of  the  desire  of  the  bank  directors  to  increase  the 
securities,  to  collect  by  instalments,  extending  the  time  for 
payment  through  several  terms,  and  to  endeavor  by  mild 
means  and  proper  indulgence,  to  avert  the  sacrifices  that  ne-' 
cessarily  result  from  harsh  measures. 

Question  9.  What  amount  of  loans  on  personal  security 
Was  made  to  members  of  the  last  legislature/  and  if  any,  how 
secured  1 

Answer.  But  one  loan  to  a  member  of  the  last  legislature  is 
now  recollected;  the  sum  was  91,000,  secured  by  endorsers, 
and  a  pledge  of  an  allowed  estimate  upon  a  contract  with  the 
state,  which  has  since  been  paid  and  the  note  canceled. 

Question  10.  What  is  the  whole  number  of  individuals  to 
whom  the  loans  on  personal  security  have  been  made,  and 
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how  many  of  them  are  residents  of  tfiis  state,  and  how  waaay 

of  them  are  merchants  ? 

Answer.  The  number  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-seyen,  be- 
sides endorsers,  of  whom  two  bundled  and  thirty-ooe  are  resi- 
dents of  this  state,  and  forty-eight  are  merchants. 

lU.    Real  estate  securities. 

Q^estim  1.  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  is  axn- 
prehended  under  the  head  of  real  estate  securities  1 

^Tiswer.  The  amount  properly  embraced  under  this  head, 
is  (51,850  18,  but  as  a  much  larger  sum  is  held  as  coltatenu 
security  to  loans  properly  coming  under  the  head  of  personal 
securities,  reference  is  made  to  the  annexed  scheduTe,  eiven  in 
answer  to,  and  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  contamed  in 
the  next  interroMtory. 

Q^esti(m  2.  Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  com- 
xnittee  a  schedule  of  the  real  estate  pledged  to  the  Bank  and 
held  as  security,  specifying  the  quantities,  and  in  what  counties^ 
the  same  is  situated,  and  a  description  of  the  same  7 

M)te — ^For  the  answer  to  this,  reference  is  made  to  the  sur 
nexed  schedule^ 
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Many  of  the  mortgages  held  by  the  bank  are  in  the  hands  of 
attorneys  for  foreclosure,  and  registers  for  record,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  described;  they  are  consequently  omitted  in  the 
schedule. 

Question  3.  To  what  amount  have  mortgages  been  given  to 
the  bankt 

Answered  in  schedule. 

Question  4.    Where  is  the  property  mortgaged,  located  t 

Answered  in  schedule. 

Question  5.  Do  the  mortgages  describe  all  the  property  which 
they  purport  to  cover  1 

Janswer.    They  do. 

Question  6.  At  what  valuation  have  debtors  to  the  bank 
mortgaged  their  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Detroit  1  Please  spe- 
cify the  number  of  lots,  and  the  improvements  thereon. 

Answer.     Reference  is  made  to  the  schedule. 

Question  7.  Has  any  of  the  real  estate  security  been  hypo- 
thecated by  the  bank  I  If  so,  to  wh(9m,  or  what  company,  and 
what  amount  have  they,  the  bank,  received,  or  are  to  receive, 
on  securities  so  pledged  ? 

Answer.  None  of  the  securities  of  the  bank  have  either  been 
hypothecated  or  transferred. 

IV.  Banking  house  and  furniture. 

Qu,estion  1 .  What  was  the  cost  of  the  lot  on  which  the  bank- 
ing  house  was  built  ? 

Answer.    Fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Question  3.     When  was  it  purchased  ? 

Answer.  The  principal  lot  in  1831,  and  a  small  addition  in 
1832. 

Question  3.    What  was  the  cost  of  the  banking  house  ? 

Answer.  The  banking  house,  with  sundry  repairs  made  sub- 
sequently to  its  erection,  cost  the  sum  of  98,161  18. 

Question  4.  What  was  the  cost  of  the  furniture  of  the  bank- 
ing house  t  please  exhibit  the  bills  for  both  house  and  furniture. 

Answer.  The  original  cost  of  the  furniture  is  not  precisely 
known,  but  its  present  value  is  estimated  at  150  dollars.  The 
bills  are  exhibited  herewith,  together  with  the  contracts  and 
bills  for  the  materials  and  erection  of  the  banking  house- 

V.     Due  from  banks. 

Question.  1.  Dees  the  bank  include  among  its  assets,  any 
amounts  due  from  banks  1  If  so,  what  banks  are  indebted  to 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  under  this 
head  1  Please  mention  their  names,  and  the  amount  due  from 
each. 

Answer.  The  following  is  a  list  of  banks  indebted  to  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics' oank,  in  the  sums  set  opposite  their 
names: 
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Albany  city  bank, 
Bank  of  River  Raisin, 
Utica  branch  bank, 
Bufialo  city  bank. 
Fanners'  bank  of  Homer, 
Manufacturers'  bank  at  Bellville, 
Shoe  and  Leather  dealers'  bank,  Boston, 
Phcenix  bank, 
Bank  of  Niles, 
Commercial  bank  of  Albany, 
Commercial  bank  Lake  Erie, 
Cleveland  insurance  company, 
Tradesman's  bank, 
Cleveland  bank. 


•6,104  80 

d5  54 

8  78 

11  23 

478  00 

1  50 

8  26 

80  19 

426  25 

12  93 

2  50 

4  50 

3  00 

.    1  50 

1 

•7,258  98 

Q^esiio7i  2.  Are  Ihey  now  solvent  and  rededming  their  lia- 
bilities? ! 

Answer.  Four  of  them,  the  aggregate  of  whose  indebtedr* 
ness  as  above  exhibited,  is  $931  10,  have  suspended  paynnent, 
but  are  generally  supposed  to  be  solvent,  the  others  ore  solv^ 
and  continue  to  redeem  their  liabilities  in  specie. 

Question  3.  How  did  this  indebtedness  arise  t 

Answer.  The  indebtedness  accrued  in  the  ordinary  cQur89 
of  business. 

VI.     Bank  notes  on  hand. 

Qu£9H(m  1.  What  amount  of  bank  notes  has  the  bank  on 
hand?  ^ 

JUiswer.  The  sum  of  •4,982  25. 

Q;iiestion  2.  Are  the  bank  notes,  eastern  bank  notes,  or  Mi« 
chigan  chartered  bank  notes,  or  unchartered  bank  notes^  or 
checks,  small  drafts,  or  due  bills  of  individuals,  and  what  amount 
are  there  under  each  head  t 

Answer.  The  bank  notes  on  hand,  consist  of  the  following 
items,  viz: 

Eastern  bank  notes,  .  98  U 

Bank  of  Michigan,  3,118  00 

Bank  of  St  Clair,  800  00 

Michigan  insurance  company,  126  00 

Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illmois,  428^'idO 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer,  '  '382 :00 

Bank  of  Oakland,  37  do 

Genesee  county  bank,  2  00 

Marshall,  3  00 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward, 
Bank  of  Cons  tan  tine, 
Bank  of  Ypsilanti, 
Calhoun  county  bank, 
State  bank, 


909 

C  00 

88  00 

92  00 

•4,983  25 

1    — «■ 

VIL     Specie,  gold  and  silver. 

Questum  !•  What  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  iscomr 
prehended  under  this  head? 

Answer.  The  sura  of  915,686  24. 

Questum  2.  Is  the  gold  and  silver  specified,  the  bona  fide  pro* 
perty  of  the  bank  1 

Answer.  It  is. 

(a)    Profit  and  loss. 

Please  exhibit  to  the  committee  a  statement  of  the  profit  and 
loss  account  of  the  bank,  showing  what  constitutes  the  debit 
and  what  the  credit  side  of  this  account 

Answer.  The  credits  to  this  account  are  made  up  of  d» 
eount  upon  notes  not  due,  interests  upon  notes  paid,  interegt 
upon  bonds  and  mortgages  paid,  and  premiums  upon  billa  of 
exchange.  The  debits  cover  the  current  expenses  of  the  hank, 
fttate,  county  and  town  taxes,  premiums  upon  bills  of  exchange, 
and  losses  arising  from  bad  debts. 

(b)    Due  the  United  States. 

Queatiau  1.  Is  the  bank  indebted  to  the  United  State  7  If 
80,  in  what  amount  1     When  is  the  debt  payable,  and  whor^? 

Answer.  The  bank  is  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the 
sum  of  •103,900  24,  which  is  payable  on  demand  al  the  Uea' 
»ary. 

Question  2.    What  is  the  security  t    State  the  security^ 

Answer.  The  debt  due  the  United  States,  is  secur.^  hf 
bonds  of  individuals  not  residing,  except  in  a  single  instaAce, 
within  this  state.  The  security  is  entirely  satisfactory  U>  ^ 
tteaanry  department. 

(c)    Due  banks. 

Question  I.  Is  this  bank  debtor  to  other  banks?  And  Xa 
what  amount? 

Answer.  The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics*  bank  is  indebfed  to 
jOther  banks  for  balances  of  current  account,  accruing  in  the  or^ 
dinary  course  of  business,  and  payable  on  demand,  in  the  sum 
of  $3,402  85.  It  ii  also  indebted  to  other  banks  in  anoth^ 
state,  for  loans  upon  time,  procured  for  the  purpose  of  redeem' 
ing  its  liabilities  to  the  public  in  the  sum  of  $84^791  59, 

Question  2.     How  did  this  debt  accrue  t 
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Answered  in  the  answer  to  the  preceding  interrogatory. 

Question  3.  Has  not  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of 
Michigan  issued  from  their  counter,  their  oWn  notes,  signed  by 
their  own  officers,  and  stamped  transversely  with  the  woras 
"  Payable  at  their  branch  at  St.  Joseph,  when  countersigned," 
or  words  to  the  same  amount  ?  And  by  what  authority  was 
this  done  t 

Jlnswer.  The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  has  frequently 
paid  out  at  its  counter,  such  of  the  i£(sueg  of  its  branch  bsmk  at 
St.  Joseph,  printed  or  engraved  in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
interrogatory,  as  it  had  received  on  deposite  and  in  payment 
of  debts,  and  refer  the  committee  to  the  11th  section  of  an  act 
of  the  legislative  council,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  branches. 
of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of 
Michigan,  and  badk  of  River  Raisin,"  for  its  authority  in  so 
doing. 

(d)    Post  notes  on  time. 

Question  h  What  is  the  amount  of  post  notes  issued  by  the 
bank  1 

Jlnswer,    Forty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Question.    What  amount  remains  on  hand  t 

•Answer.  The  sum  of  945,231  00  is  now  held  by  the  bank,- 
redeemed,  leaving  the  sum  of  9769  00  still  in  circulation  ;  alf 
of  which  are  matured. 

Question.  Are  any  of  these  post  notes  due  1  And  when 
due? 

Answered  in  i*eply  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory*- 

(e)     Drafts  on  time. 

Question  1.    What  is  your  Whole  amount  of  draf&  on  time  f 

iinswer.    Ten  thousand  dollars. 

Question  2.    On  whom  were  these  drafts  drawn? 

Answer.  Upon  banks  in  another  state  with  which  we  cbrres-' 
pond. 

Question  8.  How  many  of  them  hsrve  been  drawn  by  the 
bank  %    Please  state  their  number,  and  the  amount  of  each. 

Answer.     Two  drafts  of  92,500  each,  and  one  of  95,000. 

Question  4.  By  what  authority  has  the  bank  executed  these' 
drafts  1  Are  they  based  upon  funds  deposited  to  meet  them, 
or  drawn  upon  their  credit  alone? 

Answer.  The  first  two  were  drawn  under  an  arrangement 
Willi  its  correspondent  in  another  state,  for  advances;  the  ar-^* 
fsngement  having  no  definite  limit.  Was  terminated  at  a  point 
within  the  sum  reqiiired;  owing  to  the  general  depression  in  pe-' 
cuniary  matters,  both  drafts  are  under  protest,  and  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  holder,  are  to  be  taken  up  at  the  bank.    The  mst 
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mentioned  draft  was  drawn  against  a  balance  accruing  from  a 

current  account  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  draft 

Question  5.  Are  all  the  drafts  which  the  bank  has  executed, 
credited  by  them  in  their  answer  to  question  first  under  this 
head,  as  a  charge  against  themselves  X 

Jlnswer.    They  are. 

Q^estion  6.  What  amount  of  drafts  are  outT 

Answer.    Ten  thousand  dollars. 

Question  7.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested  and 
returned  1 

Answer.    None  that  are  unpaid. 

Question  8.  What  amount  of  drafts  have  been  protested  and 
not  returned  7 

Answer.    Five  thousand  dollars. 

(/)    D^kmtes. 

Question  1.  What  amount  of  funds  has  the  bank  on  depo<« 
site? 

Answer.     The  sum  of  #20^811  75. 

Qy,estion  2.  Who  are  the  depositor^-M^itizens  of  this  state, 
or  of  others  states  1 

Answer.  The  small  sum  to  which  the  bank,  by  its  policy  of 
curtailment,  steadily  pursued  for  two  years  past,  has  reduced 
its  deposites,  comprises  chiefly  small  balances  due  to  its  own 
stockholders,  and  to  the  citizens  of  other  states  accruing  from 
the  collection  of  notes. 

Q^estion  3.  Does  the  bank  pay  interest  to  depositors  1  If 
yea,  at  what  rate  t 

Answer.  The  bank  does  not  pay  interest  to  its  depositors, 
excepting  in  a  single  case,  for  a  small  amount,  for  which  it  al- 
lows six  per  cent 

Question  4.  Has  the  bank  or  any  of  its  officers  for  the  bank, 
within  the  last  year,  negotiated  a  loan  of  specie  with  any  indi- 
vidual or  banking  institution  within  this  or  any  other  state  ? 
If  yea,  to  what  amount,  on  what  terms,  and  when  was  the  ne- 
gotiation completed  1 

Answer.  The  bank  has  not  to  the  recollection  of  its  officers, 
made  any  loan  of  the  character  referred  to  in  the  interroga- 
tor}"^ ;  the  specie  which  it  holds  was  received  in  pavment  of 
debts  due  to  the  bank,  for  the  purchase  of  bills  of  excbange,  yi 
exchange  for  bank  notes  and  on  deposite,  in  the  ordinary  course 
'  of  business. 

Q^estion  5.  When  the  bank  suspended  on  the  28th  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  was  the  act  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  coin  or 
other  funds  to  meet  its  outstanding  circulation,  or  did  it  arise 
from  other  causes  ?    Please  state  the  causes. 

Answer.  In  reply  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory,  the  direc* 
tors  present  to  the  committee  a  view  of  the  discounted  debt 
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due  to  the  bank,  and  its  liabilities  to  the  public  at  different  pe- 
riods of  time,  commencing  1st  July,  1836.  On  that  day  its  lia- 
bilities, exclusive  of  balances  due  to  other  banks,  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  92,082,863  36.  In  May,  1837,  the  date  of  the  first 
suspension  of  cash  payments  by  the  banks  throughout  the  Ua- 
ion,  these  had  been  reduced  to  9801,898  46.  In  January,  1838« 
the  period  of  its  resumption,  they  had  declined  to  8625,558  88, 
and  they  now  stand  at  9156,280  99,  of  which  sum,  9103,964  24, 
is  due  to  the  United  States,  952,311  75,  for  circulation,  for 
deposites  and  for  drafts  drawn  upon  time.  During  the  same 
period  of  time,  the  discounted  debt  of  the  bank  has  only  been 
duced  9212,545  07. 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  although  the  bank  has  paid  to  the 

Eublic  since  the  1st  of  July  1836,  the  sum  of  91,926,582  37,  it 
as  drawn  from  them  during  the  same  period  only  the  sum  of 
9212,545  07. 

Having  submitted  these  remarks,  they  beg  leave  to  decline 
any  further  expression  of  their  views  in  reference  to  the  causes 
of  that  suspension,  but  leave  the  committee  to  deduce  such  in- 
ferences as  the  facts  may  seem  to  justify. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  No.  50, 
American  Hotel,  to-morrow  afternoon  at  half  past  2  o'clock. 


Jlmericctn  Hotels  February  7. 

The  committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present, 
Messrs.  Edmunds,  Larue,  Turner  and  Brown. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Turner,  and 
passed: 

Resohedj  That  the  secretary  of  the  committee  be  directed 
to  notify  Mr.  Wm.  Hale  and  Mr.  Wm.  Foster,  to  attend  a 
naeeting  of  the  committee  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Foster  appeared  before  the  committee, 
and  being  sworn,  the  following  interrogatories  were  put  to 
Mr.  Hale  by  Mr.  Turner. 

Question  1.  Have  suits,  to  your  knowledge,  been  brought 
against  the  bank  of  Michigan,  upon  any  of  their  notes.  If  so^ 
to  what  amount,  and  what  the  largest,  and  what  the  smallest 
Bum  sued  for? 

Answer.    A  number  of  suits  have  been  commenced  before  a 

Justice,  against  the  bank  upon  their  notes,  but  does  not  recol- 
ect  their  number,  nor  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  bills.  The 
largest  sum  jn  one  suit  is  1^0  00  and  costs,  the  smallest,  91 
Wd  costs.  The  suits  are  for  sums  varying  from  one  dollar  to 
^enty  dollars.  There  may  have  been  thirty-five  suits  in  all. 
Qtfesfion  2.  Has  judgment  been  obtained,  and  has  the  bank 
^en  the  stay  of  execution  allowed  by  law,  and  if  so,  for  what 
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length  of  time  t  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  to  the  coa^ 
mittee  all  you  know  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  forego* 
ing  interrogatories. 

Jlnswer.  Judgment  has  been  obtained  on  said  suits,  and  the 
execution  stayed  three  months,  the  time  allowed  by  the  stat* 
utes.  Knows  nothing  further  material  to  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories. 

The  following  question  was  put  by  Mr.  Turner  to  Mn  Pos- 
ter, to  which  he  returned  the  answer  jn  writing; 

Q^estion  1.  Have  you  sold  to  the  b^nk  of  Michigao,  auditor 
general's  warrants  on  the  treasure^  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment fundt  If  so,  to  what  amount,  what  time  has  been  as- 
sumed upon  them,  what  rate  of  interest  was  charged  by  the 
bank,  what  kijid  of  funds  was  payment  nuide  in  ?  Ifin  the  post 
notes  of  the  bank,  what  time  had  they  to  run  to  maturity;  were 
the  post  notes  payable  with  or  without  interest;  if  payment 
was  made  in  other  funds,  in  what  kind  ? 

Answer.  Your  respondent  begs  leave  respectfully  to  state, 
that  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  he  sold  to  the  bank  of 
Michigan,  an  estimate,  (not  a  warrant,)  for  the  amount  of  fl,- 
282  43,  and  received  the  sum  of  91,000  00  in  post  notes  one 
year  after  date,  payable  without  interest,  and  paid  a  premiuo) 
of  six  per  cent,  to  said  bank  for  the  same,  and  two  nundred 
and  five  dollars,  (1^5,)  in  branch  bills  at  the  same  rate,  ma- 
making  the  amount  received  91,205  00. 

That  in  the  month  of  September  last,  your  respondent  sold 
a  warrant  for  the  amount  of  93,475  79,  and  received  auditor 

f general's  warrants  on  the  treasurer  pf  internal  improvement 
und  of  the  bank  in  return,  one  for  the  sum  of  9721  97,  the 
other,  9357  22,  making  the  sum  of  91,079  19,  leaving  a  balance 
of  92,396  60,  for  which  he,  (your  respondent,  paid  three  per 
cent,  for  post  notes  at  one  year  after  aate  mthout  interest^  less 
9300  00  in  branch  bills,  for  which  he  paid  six  per  cent,  leaving 
a  balance  of  99,006  72,  for  which  he  received  post  notes  paya- 
ble one  year  after  date  without  interest. 

That  some  time  in  the  month  of  January  last  he  again  sold 
to  the  bank,  a  warrant  for  the  sum  of  9357  22,  for  which  he 
received  bills  of  the  bank,  and  for  said  bills  he  paid  ihree  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

(Signed,)  WILLIAM  FOSTER, 

Contractor  on  CHnton  and  Kaiamaxoo  Canah 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Edmunds,  propounded 
the  following  question  to  Mr.  Foster: 

Question  1.  Were  these  estimates  purchased  by  the  bank 
at  your  solicitation,  and  did  you  prefer  this  arrangement  to 
holding  the  estimates  of  the  state  t 

Answer.  Your  respondent  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
f  tate,  that  it  was  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  your  respondefit 
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that  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  was  willing  to  make 
the  purchase  before  mentioned^  for  the  reason  that  there  was 
a  large  amount  of  outstanding  claims  against  the  state,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  uncertainty  when  these  claims  would  be  paid 
by  the  state.  And  your  respondent  was  driven  to  this  measure 
to  enable  him  to  pay  the  laborers  employed  by  him  on  the  ca- 
nal; and  it  was  considered  a  matter  of  accommodation  to  your 
respondent  to  make  the  before  mentioned  arrangement,  as  it 
was  his  only  resource  for  relief. 

The  following  question  was  put  to  Mr.  Foster  by  Mr.  La- 
rue : 

Q^e8tian  1.  Did  you,  at  or  before  the  time  of  selling  these 
estimates  to  the  bank  of  Michigan,  apply  to  any  other  bank 
or  banks,  or  individual  or  individuals,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
these  estimates  1  And  if  so,  what  rates  were  you  offered  for 
themi 

Answer.  Your  respondent  would  say,  that  he  did  apply  to 
the  president  of  the  Farmer's  and  Mechanic's  bank  to  sell  these 
estimates  and  warrants,  and  he  declined  purchasing  them  at 
any  rate.  Also,  he  applied  to  several  individuals  who  declined 
purchasing  them  at  rates  as  favorable  as  they  were  afterwards 
sold  to  the  bank  of  Michigan. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Turner: 

Resohedy  That  the  secretary  of  the  committee  be  directed 
to  notify  John  Drew,  of  Detroit,  and  Abel  Godard^  of  Ypsi- 
lanti,  to  meet  the  committee  on  Monday  afternoon,  the  10th 
instant,  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  at  No.  50,  American  hotel, 
to  answer  any  questions  which  may  be  put  to  them  by  said 
committee,  touching  the  subject  of  their  investigations  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of 
Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  American  hotel,  No.  50,  on  Monday,  the  10th  instant, 
at  half  past  two  o'clock. 


American  Hotels  February  )0. 

The  committee  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present, 
Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  Larue,  Turner,  Brown  and  Stockton. 

Mr.  Drew  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  being  sworn 
by  the  chairman,  the  following  questions  were  put  to  him  by 
Mr.  Turner: 

Question  1.  State  all  you  know  relative  to  a  transaction 
between  the  bank  of  Michigan,  and  Gilbert  and  Godaid  of  Yp- 
silanti,  in  relation  to  a  mortgage  which  the  bank  held  upon  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Grodard. 

Question  2.  Was  the  property  in  question  sold  upder  thi^ 
inortgage  ? 
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Quntum  8.  On  the  8d  of  last  December,  or  at  any  time, 
did  the  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Godard  make  arrangements  with 
you  for  the  redemption  of  the  property  t  Please  state  the  ar- 
rangement. 

Question  4.  Did  you  call  upon  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offi- 
cers, and  offer  them  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  the 
mortgage,  and  was  the  same  refused  T  And  if  so,  state  the 
reason  assigned  for  the  refusal. 

Question  5.  Please  state  the  whole  history  of  the  transac- 
tion alluded  to  in  the  above  interrogatories,  fully,  as  if  par- 
ticularly interrogated  thereto. 

The  questions  having  been  read,  and  a  copy  of  them  fur- 
nished to  Mr.  Drew,  time  was  allowed  to  him  until  two  o'clock 
next  day  to  prepare  the  answers.  After  which,  on  motion, 
the  committee  acnourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  to-morrow 
afternoon,  at  2  o  clocL 


JV*o.  50,  Anerican  Hotel,  February  II,  1840. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  the  committee  met  at  2  o'clock* 
Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  Turner,  Brown  and  Stock- 
ton. 

Mr.  Drew  appeared  before  the  committee  and  presented  the 
following  statement  in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  propoun- 
ded to  him  yesterday  by  Mr.  Turner: 

Detroit,  February  11,  1840. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Cknmnittee  on  Banks: 

Sir — ^In  answer  to  certain  interrofi^atories  in  relation  to  an 
afiair  between  John  Gilbert  and  the  oank  of  Michigan:  John 
Gilbert,  of  Ypsilanti,  owed  the  bank  of  Michigan  96,874  89, 
as  mentioned  in  a  certificate  of  sale,  for  which  ne  gave  them, 
or  E.  P.  Hastings,  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  in  the  village  of 
Ypsilanti;  which  property  was  sold  on  said  mortgage  by  the 
sheriff  of  Washtenaw  county,  and  bid  off  by  Mr.  Lane,  attor- 
ney of  E.  P.  Hastings,  at  the  above  mentioned  sum,  which 
sale  took  place  on  the  16th  of  December,  1837. 

Some  time  in  October  last,  Mr.  Abel  Godard  mentioned  to 
me  that  John  Gilbert  owed  the  bank  of  Michigan  a  large 
amount,  for  which  said  Gilbert  gave  a  mortgage  on  the  above 
described  property,  which  was  sold  as  above  mentioned;  and 
that  the  day  of  redemption  of  said  property  expired  on  the  16th 
day  of  December,  1839.  Subsequent  to  this  sale,  A.  Godard 
became  a*  purchaser  of  an  undivided  interest  in  said  property 
aad  was  deeply  interested.  He,  said  Godard,  wished  me  to 
purchase  said  propertv  and  arrange  with  the  bank  of  Michigan 
and  take  up  said  certificate  of  mortgage  sale,  and  give  them  the 
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refusal  of  said  property  for  a  limited  time,  which  I  agreed  to 
do,  provided  I  could  arrange  with  the  bank  of  Michigaiu 

I  called  on  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  somethne 
in  the  montli  of  October  last,  and  inquired  as  to  the  nature  of 
said  amount  and  mortgage  certificate  of  sale,  stating  at  the 
same  time  that  I  wished  to  purchase  said  certificate,  provided 
I  could  arrange  with  him*  I  then  ofiered  to  pay  him  as  follows: 
a  note  drawn  by  J.  O.  &  H.  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  paya* 
ble  on  the  1st  of  November,  1840,.  at  the  bank  of  Michigan, 
amount  95,000  00,  with  interest  from  the  29th  of  August  last; 
the  balance  to  be  paid  in  cash.  Said  Trowbridge  said  he  could 
do  nothing  in  the  matter,  but  would  submit  it  to  the  board  of 
directors,  which  was  to  meet  that,  or  the  next  day  following, 
mentioning  at  the  same  time  that  Gilbert  had  owed  the  bank 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  that  they  oudit  to  have  their  pay« 
A  few  days  after,  I  met  Mr.  Trowbri<^,  near  the  museum 
building;  he  said  that  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  take 
the  note  above  mentioned,  and  the  balance  in  cash,  at  the  same 
time  to  hold  said  certificate  until  said  note  was  paid.  Nothing 
more  said  in  the  matter. 

At  or  about  the  1st  of  November,  I  mentioned  to  Mn  God' 
ard  the  propriety  of  his  ofiering  the  bank  the  amount  of  said 
note  in  their  post  notes,  deducting  the  interest,  and  the  balance 
in  current  funds. .  Afterwards,  Mr.  Godard  said  that  he  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Sanger,  but  could  efiect  nothing  with  him 
in  the  matter.  About  the  last  of  November  or  first  of  Decern*' 
ber,  I  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Wesley  Truesdail,  of  the 
bank  of  St.  Clair,  to  furnish  me  with  the  whole  amount,  in 
notes  of  the  bank  of  Michigan*  said  amount,  interest  inchided, 
amounted  to  about  98,250  00,  which  was  in  readiness. 

Said  gentleman,  previous  to  this,  went  to  said  bank  and  of- 
fered them,  I  think,  a  bank  acceptance  at  thirty  days;  thi» 
they  declined,  saying  that  they  could  take  nothing  except  what) 
would  answer  Mr.  Dwight  in  Massachusetts.  In  reply,  he 
said  they  could  not  refuse  coin.  After  this  (same  day)  I  had 
an  interview  with  the  same  gentleman,  and  learned  from  him 
what  had  transpired  between  him  and  the  bank.  Same  day  I 
called  on  said  Trowbridge  and  said  there  was  something  about 
this  Gilbert  matter  I  could  not  understand,  and  itoccurred  to 
me  that  they  wanted  the  property  and  not  the  money.  I  then 
asked  said  Trowbridge  if  they  would  take  their  own  notes,  de> 
ducting  the  rate  of  exchange  on  the  east.  This  he  declined^ 
saying  the  bank  had  sold  the  certificate  of  sale  to  a  Mr.  Dwight 
of  Massachusetts,  and  that  they  could  do  nothing  in  the  mat- 
ter; that  I  had  better  see  Messrs.  Joy  &  Porter,  who  were  the 
agents  of  Dwight.  I  again  mentioned,  owing  to  the  suspensiott 
of  the  banks  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  drafts  or  specie,  ex* 
cept  at  a  very  heavy  discount,  and  insisted  that  they  should  be 
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the  last  persons  refusing  to  take  their  own  bills  in  this  matfef/ 
He  urged  me  to  see  Messrs.  Joy  &  Porter,  but  I  told  him  it 
was  useless  as  it  was  likely  they  would  take  nothing  but  spe- 
cie. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  16th  of  December,  I  called  od 
my  attorney,  A.  D.  Fraser,  Esq.,  and  laid  the  matter  before 
him,  and  then  called  on  Joy  &  Porter,  to  see  what  could  be 
done  in  the  matter.  Said  Joy  said  that  he  would  take  the  bank 
of  Michigan  notes,  provided  I  would  allow  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  this  and  the  east  I  made  no  reply,  and  left,  saying 
I  would  call  again.  I  then  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  met 
Charles  Stuart^  Eaq-y  ^d  got  him  to  examine  the  records,  to 
see  that  the  claim  of  titles  were  complete  and  on  record,  and 
that  the  certificate  of  sale  of  said  property  was  legal.  Having 
found  some  defects,  certified  to  by  the  register,  said  Stuart, 
took  them  to  Mn  Fraser  on  the  12th  of  December.  On  the 
13th,  I  had  some  conversation  with  said  Fraser,  in  reference  to 
the  matter.  He  said  that  he  (said  Fraser)  had  a  very  high  re^ 
spect  for  that  institution,  and  that  it  would  be  very  injurious 
snould  such  transaction  come  before  the  public,  and  thougbt 
that  we  had  better  settle  the  matter  amicably,  as  he  had  seen 
Mr.  Robert  Stuart  and  E.  A.  Brush.  After  mentioning  the^ 
matter  to  them,  they,  I  suppose,  went  to  the  bank  and  held  a 
conference  with  its  officers,  who  then  agreed  to  take  their  own 
notes. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  I  accidental] v  met  Mr.  Sanger  on 
the  street,  and  asked  him  if  it  would  not  oe  as  well  to  pay  the 
money  to  the  bank  as  to  go  to  Ann  Arbor  and  pay  it  to  the 
sherin.    In  reply,  he  said  that  it  would  answer  every  purpose. 

I  called  on  Mr.  Sanger,  at  the  bank,  and  said  that  I  had  pur- 
chased all  Messrs,  Godard  and  Gilbert's  right  and  title  to  said 
certificate,  that  I  was  ready  to  make  a  proposal  to  them  for  said 
certificate,  provided  they  would  accept,  and  he  referred  the 
.matter  to  Mr.  Trowbridge.  I  proposed  to  give  them  the  before 
mentioned  note,  and  a  mortgage  on  said  property  to  secure* 
payment,  deductinir  ^00  from  said  note,  after  adding  interesf 
to  the  14th  of  December.  In  a  few  moments,  Mr.  Trowbridge 
answered  be  would  do  it  After  banking  hours,  I  called  and 
paid  the  balance  of  money  to  Mr.  Trowbridge.  He  went  with* 
me  to  Messrs.  Joy  &  Porter's  office,  and  told  them  the  arfange^ 
ments,  and  gave  them  the  note.  Mr.  Porter  then  made  the 
assignment  of  said  certificate,  and  thus  ended  the  matter. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  bank  of 
Michigan,  at  3  o' clocks  same  day. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  committee  met  at  the  bank  of 
Michigan.  Present,  Messrs^  Edmunds,  Gidley,  TuHier,  Browir 
and  Stockton. 
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The  chairman  of  the  committee  siibmitted  the  fUIbwin^ 
question  to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Michigan: 

Q^estum  1  •  Please  to  state  any  facts  wi  thin  your  knowledge^ 
having  a  bearing  upon  the  transaction  alluded  to  by  Mr.  John 
Drew. 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  July,  1639y  the  bank,  bavinff  wait- 
ed upon  Mr.  Gilbert  about  ten  years,  bargained  with  Willtamr 
Dwight  to  sell  him  the  debt,  unless  Mr.  Gilbert,  upon  notice 
given,  dhould  pay  it. 

I  went  to  Ypsilanti,  and  notified  Mr.  Gilbert  in  person,  of 
this  fact.  He  did  nothing  in  the  premises,-  and  the  debt  was 
transferred.  Mr.  Dwight,  by  letter  of  attorney,  appointed  Mr. 
Greo.  F.  Porter,  his  attorney  in  fact,  to  transact  the  business  for 
him.  They  refused  to  take  Michigan  or  other  western  money 
of  Mr.  Drew,  as  stated  by  him.  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Brush 
ihat  the  transaction  was  misunderstood  by  the  community,  whd 
were  led  to  suppose  that  it  was  still  a  matter  between  the  bank 
and  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  that  the  bank  was  repudiating  its  own 
notes.  Thereupon  I  submitted  to  the  directors  the  question^ 
whether  it  was  not  expedient  that  the  bank  should  assume  the 
responsibility  of  Joy  &  Porter's  taking  the  pay  in  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  rather  than  that  the  institution  should  be  left  to  sufier 
ftt>m  the  misrepresentation  of  its  enemies.  They  decided  af'' 
firmatively. 

At  a  subsequent  date,  an  arrangement  was  nfiade  with  Mr. 
Drew,  to  take  about  three-eighths  of  the  debt  in  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  and  the  remainder  in  a  note  of  J.  &  O.  H.  Smith. 
The  amount  when  received  was  cafried  to  the  credit  of  Mn 
Dwight 

It  may  not  be  anriss  to  state,  that  after  all,  mAj  about  one-' 
third  of  the  sum  paid  in  cash,  was  in  the  notes  of  the  barfk,  and 
that  there  never  was  any  evidence  before  the  bank  that  the 
amount  of  the  debt  was  ''ready  in  the  notes  of  the  bank." 

Mr.  Drew's  opinions,  suppositions  and  inferences  not  being 
testimony,  I  have  not  supposed  myself  called  upon  to  enter  into 
any  explanation  in  regara  to  them. 

The  following  interroffatories  were  offered  by  Mr.  Turner: 

Question  1.  Can  the  bank  show  on  its  books  the  amount  q( 
Clash  on  hand  at  the  close  of  each  business  day  t 

Answer,     By  Mr.  Sibley,  teller.     Yes. 

Question  2.  '  What  amount  of  cash  was  on  hand  on  the  28tb 
of  October,  1839. 

Answer.    By  Mr.  Sibley^  teller. 
Bank  notes,  #24,768  jOa 

tJoin,  '28,578  19 

United  States  treasmry  drafts,  paid  in  coin,  Dec.  6,  15,069 't)& 


Total,  «ll6,d46  18 

[H.  R.  Doc.]  57 
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On  motioDi  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  htak  oi 
Michigani  to-morrow  afternoon,  at  half  past  two  o'ck)cL 

Febnuay  12. 

The  committee  met  to-day  according  to  adjournment  at  the 
bank  of  MichJCTn.  Present,  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  Witb- 
erell,  Larue,  Turner,  Brown  and  Stockton. 

Mr.  Gidley  moved  that  the  chairman  divide  the  committee, 
80  that  one  portion  may  visit  each  bank  at  the  same  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  vaults. 

Tne  chairman  mentioned  Messrs.  Gidley,  Larue  and  Turner, 
as  the  committee  to  examine  the  vaults  of  the  Fanners'  and 
Mechanics'  bank,  and  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Witherell,  Brown  and 
Stockton,  the  bank  of  Michigan. 

Tlie  following  statement  prepared  by  the  teller  of  the  bank 
of  Michigan,  was  found  to  agree  with  the  result  of  a  critical 
examination  of  the  vaults  of  that  bank  by  the  committee. 

Statement  of  cash  on  hand  this  day. 

Banknotes. 

Eastern^  •692  7$ 

Ohio,  Indiana  and  IlUnois,  17,828  00 

Canada,  546  00 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  b'k  and  branch,  5,975  00 

Bank  of  St.  Clair,  468  00 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson,  43  00 

Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  bank,  50  00 

Branch  bank  of  Michigan,  8,340  00 

Bank  of  Clinton,  388  00 

Calhoun  County  bank,  103  00 


Specie. 
Gold,  f  18,696  81 

Silver,  35,445  67 

United  States  treasury  drafts  for  coin,   15,922  68 


29,43a  75 


Bank  of  Michigan,         ) 
February  12,  1840.   ) 


170,065  16 
t99,498  91 
A.  H.  SIBLEY,  Teller. 


The  chairman  of  ^e  committee  put  the  following  interrogft- 
tory:^ 

(Question  I.  .  The  committee  find  on  counting  your  coin 
that  it  has  decreased  since  the  answer  of  Mr.  Ssmger  to  12th 
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geaeral  interrogatory  of  the  committee,  in^the  sum  of  •8,821 
W.    Pleiase  state  the  cause  of  such  decrease. 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Sanger,  cashier.  I  respectfully  refer  to 
mv  answer  to  the  12th  general  interrogatory  of  the  committee. 
The  decrease  is  on  account  of  the  sum  of  811,671  22,  ia  Uiat 
answer  specified  as  subject  to  checks  payable  in  coin. 

(See  page  384.  j 

The  following  statement,  being  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  the  vaults  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'. bank  of 
Michigan,  by  the  committee,  will  show  the  amount  of  cash  on 
hand  in  that  bank. 

Statement  of  cash  on  hand  in  the  Farmers?  and  Mechanic^  bank^ 

February  12,  1840. 

Bank  notes. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  82,568  00 

Bank  of  St  Clair,  1,300  00 

Check  on        do  500  00 

Michigan  insurance  company,  120  00 
Branch  of  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 

bank,  38,157  00 

Country,  502  00 

Ohio,  2  00 

Indiana,  15  00 

Illinois,  '        893  00 

Office  notes,  547,075  00 

Post  notes,  45,246  00 


Specie. 

Gold,  7,668  01 

SUver,  7,809  98 

Copper,  249  02 


8636,778  00 


15,726  01 

8652,504  01 

Mr.  Turner  propounded  the  following  question: 
Question  1.  Will  the  bank  be  pleased  to  exhibit  to  the  com« 
mittee  their  engraver's  bills  t  State  the  whole  amount  of  notes 
that  have  been  en^aved  for  the  bank.  Show  the  amount  of 
bank  bills  on  hand,  that  have  been  signed  and  executed,  and 
that  have  not  been  signed  and  executed;  and  state  also,  the 
amount  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  which  have  been  destroved 
by  the  bank;  these  amounts  subtracted  from  the  amount  called 
for  by  the  engraver's  bills,  will  show  the  circulation. 

JShiswer.    By  Mr.  Welles,  cashier.     The  whole  amount  of 
notes  engraved  for  the  home  office,  is  8855,980  00.     The 
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amouat  charged  to  the  branch,  to  be  deducted  therefimm^  is 
•184,900  00,  and  the  amount  destroyed  by  fire,  is  9103,305  Oa 
jbaving  a  balance  of  $567,644  00,  now  to  credit  of  ba^  note 
account.  The  amount  on  hand,  is  9547,975  00,  leaving  tho 
fsam  of  919,669  00,  this  day,  (February  12,  1840|)  in  circular 
tion.  The  answer,  so  far  as  it  refers  to  post  notes,  will  be 
found  in  reply  to  a  former  interrogatory.  The  engraver's  bills 
cannot  all  be  produced,  as  some  of  them  are  mislaid.  The 
bank  notes  on  hand,  both  foreign  and  office,  are  herewith  pre- 
sented to  the  committee  for  examination,  together  with  the 
coin. 

The  following  interrogatories,  offered  by  Mr.  Turner,  at  a 
former  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
nics' bank,  were  answered  this  day,  by  Mr.  Welles,  cashier: 

Question  1.  To  what  amount  has  this  institution,  or  any  of 
its  officers,  loaned  specie,  or  issued  specie  certificates  to  baiiks 
organized  under  the  general  banking  law  1 

Answer.  On  the  12th  day  of  February,  1838,  a  deposite 
was  made  in  eastern  bank  notes,  by  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Ho* 
mer,  of  the  sum  of  92,681,  and  a  certificate  requested  therefor, 
to  be  presented  at  a  distant  day,  payable  in  coin,  which  was 
issued.  No  other  instance  is  recollected,  nor  has  the  bank,  or 
any  of  its  officers,  made  any  loan  of  specie,  as  indicated  in  the 
interrogatory. 

Qtiestion  2*  State  the  banks,  and  the  specific  amount  loaned 
to  each. 

^nsweredf  in  the  reply  to  the  first  interrogatory  under  this 
head. 

QHestim  8.  Has  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  officers  for  the  bank, 
bad  any  connection,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  bro- 
ker's office,  in  this  city  or  elsewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
deeming  its  notes  at  less  than  par  value. 

•Answer,     They  have  not 

Q^e$tion  4.  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  redeemed  the  notes 
of  its  branch  at  less  than  par  value,  and  if  so,  at  what  rate. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  aate  of  the  last  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  the  bank  was  in  the  practice  of  furnishing  eastern 
and  other  current  funds,  at  this  place,  in  exchange  for  the 
notes  of  its  branch  bank,  at  the  request  of  individuals,  and  for 
their  accommodation,  at  such  rates  of  discount  as  would  cover 
the  interest  upon  the  time  consumed,  and  a  portion  of  the  ez« 
pense  incurred  in  returning  them,  but  generally  much  below 
the  current  market  exchange.  Since  the  date  of  that  suspen* 
sion  no  distinction  whatever  in  reference  to  exchanges,  has  been 
made  between  the  notes  of  the  two  offices. 

Q^e8tion  5.  Is  the  bank  able  to  show,  by  its  books,  the 
iunount  o{  spede  on  hand  at  the  close  <^  each  businew  4ty  t 

ISnswer.    It  is. 
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Quetfton  6.  What  amount  of  specie  had  the  bank  on  band 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1889  T 

•Snswer.  The  cash  book  exhibits  the  aggregate  of  83,998  10 
on  hand  28th  October,  1839. 

Question  7.  Has  any  portion  of  the  specie  on  hand  been 
brought  into  the  bank  since  the  Ist  of  February,  1840  ?  If  so^ 
how  mucht 

Jinstoer.  The  specie  has  iucreased  in  the  way  of  business, 
since  February  1st,  the  sum  of  839  77. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  No.  50, 
American  Hotel,  on  Friday,  the  14th  inst,  at  half  past  two 
o'clocL 


February  14,  1840. 

The  committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present^ 
Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidlcy,  Witherell,  Larue,  Turner,  Stockton 
and  Brown.    » 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  received  by  Mr.  Turner, 
Mr.  Richmond  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Richmond  having  appeared,  and  being  sworn  by  the 
chairman,  the  following  interrogatories  v^ere  propounded  to 
him  by  Mr.  Turner. 
^  Qj^estion  1.    Are  you  the  receiver  of  public  moneys.at  Ionia  t 

iluestion  2.  Did  the  vice  president  of  the  bank  of  Michigan, 
eome  time  prior  to  the  28th  of  October  last,  pav  into  your  of- 
fice, some  thousands  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  1  If 
so,  with  what  understanding  1  Please  state  the  whole  tr^ps- 
action. 

Q^estian  3.  Subsequent  to  this,  did  the  cashier  of  the  said 
bank  present  for  payment,  government  drafts  on  you,  and  de* 
cline  and  refuse  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  if  so,  what  was  the 
conseouence;  and  in  whose  favor  were  the  drafts,  and  for  how 
much  1  Please  state  the  whole  transaction,  as  if  particular 
questions  were  put 

The  following  questions  were  put  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Q^estion  4.  Do  you  know  that  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  Mi- 
chigan were  offered  in  pavment  of  the  aforesaid  drafts  t 

Question  5.  Did  the  bank  of  Michigan  subsequently  pay 
you  specie  for  the  amount  of  its  notes  held  by  you  1 

The  questions  having  been  read  and  a  copy  of  them  put  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Richmond,  time  was  allowed  him  to  prepare 
the  answers. 

The  committee,  on^motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  board- 
ing house  of  Mrs.  Dezoucbe,  on  Tuesday  the  HBth  instant,  at  4 
p'clock  iq  the  afternoon* 
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February  16,  1640. 

The  committee  met  agreeably  to  adjournment  Present, 
Messrs.  Edmunds,  Gidley,  Larue.  Turner  and  Stockton. 

The  following  answers  were  received  from  Mr.  Richmood, 
to  the  interrogatories  propounded  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee. 

Question  1.     Are  you  the  receiver  of  public  monies  at  Ionia  Y 

Answer,    I  am. 

Q^estion  2.  Did  the  vice  president  of  the  bank  of  Michigan 
some  time  prior  to  the  28th  of  October  last,  pay  into  your  office 
some  thousands  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  ?  If  so, 
with  what  understanding  t    Please  state  the  whole  transaction. 

•Answer.  He  has  nqver  to  my  knowledge  paid  any  money 
into  the  office.  He  called  on  me  during  the  public  sales  in  Au- 
gust last,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  arrangement  by  which 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Michigan  could  be  received  in  payment 
for  lands.  They  were  subsequently  received  with  the  under- 
standing, and  his  assurance  that  the  same  should  be  redeemed 
with  coin  or  government  drafts,  and  that  without  any  risk  or 
expense  on  my  part. 

Q^est^on  3.  Subsequent  to  this,  did  the  cashier  of  the  said 
bank  present  for  payment  governrnent  drafts  on  you  and  de- 
cline and  refuse  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  if  so,  what  was  the 
conseouence,  and  in  whose  favor  were  the  drafts,  and  for  how 
much]  Please  state  the  whole  transaction  as  if  parttcolar 
questions  were  put. 

Answer.  Subsequently,  and  on  a  day  when  I  was  absent 
from  the  office,  the  cashier  presented  government  drafts  and 
declined  receiving  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment;  as  I  was 
informed  by  my  clerk. 

The  amount  of  said  drafts  and  in  whose  favor  drawn  I  am 
unable  to  state,  having  no  memorandum  at  hand,  or  distinct 
recollection  of  the  names  or  amounts. 

QtLestion  4.  Do  yoi^  know  that  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  Mi- 
chigan were  oflTered  in  payment  of  the  aforesaid  drafts  \ 

Answer.  Only  from  statement  of  my  clerk,  as  is  mentioned 
in  my  answer  to  question  third. 

Question  5.  Did  the  bank  of  Michigan  subsequently  pay  you 
specie  for  the  amount  of  its  notes  held  by  you  f 

Answer.  It  has  paid  me  coin  or  its  equivalent,  whenever 
demanded.  I  would  state  to  the  committee,. that  thave  never 
had  any  connection,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  way 
with  the  bank  of  Michigan. 

(Signed,)  W.  A.  RICHMOND. 

The  committee  adjourned,  after  having  agreed  to  close  the 
proceedings  in  relation  to  any  further  testimony  touching  the 
subject  of  their  investigation  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  and  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan. 

WILLIAM  B.  LEE,  Secretary. 
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[No.  46.] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  several  reports  of  the  State  Geologist. 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  .several  re- 
ports of  the  state  geologist,  together  with  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  from  the  department,  who  were  also  instructed  to  iiv- 
vestigate  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  that  department 
have  been  conducted,  and  to  ascertain  what  changes,  if  any, 
are  necessary  to  be  made  in  said  department,  would  respect- 
fully report: 

That  your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  seve^ 
ral  subjects  referred  to  them;  that  they  have  made  careful  exa- 
mination of  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  pertaining  to  the 
geologi(;al  survey  have  been  performed  by  the  several  officers 
who  are  engaged  in  the  work,  as  also  of  the  state  of  forward- 
ness and  present  condition  of  the  survey* 

In  order  better  to  illustrate  the  whole  subject,  and  to  exhibit 
clearly  the  grounds  for  the  conclusions  at  which  your  commit- 
tee has  arrived  respecting  it,  your  committee  would  refer,  in  as 
brief  a  manner  as  possible,  to  the  original  design  of  the  work, 
and  the  beneficial  results  which  were  expected  to  be  gained 
from  it 

The  ^ological  survey  of  our  state,  which  was  commenced 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  approved  February  27,  1837, 
and  partially  modified  by  an  act,  approved  March  22,  1838, 
had  K)r  its  objects: 

1.  A  complete  geological  survey  proper ,  of  the  state;  the 
results  of  which  should  be  embodied  m  a  single  and  continuous 
report,  to  be  made  upon  the  close  of  the  work,  embracing  a 
complete  description  and  analysis  of  the  different  soils,  rocks 
and  minerals,  with  their  localities  and  adaptation  to  practical 
purposes. 

2.  A  topographical  survey;  the  results  of  which  should  be 
embodied  in  a  complete  series  of  mops,  embracing  the  geology, 
topography  and  geography,  upon  a  scale  sufficiently  enlarged 
to  include  aU  the  varied  information  that  could  be  required  by 
state,  county  and  town  officers. 

8.  A  botanical  and  zoological  survey;  embracing  a  complete 
description  of  all  the  trees,  herbs,  and  plants  of  all  kinds,  grow- 
ing within  our  state,  together  with  their  place  of  growth,  habits, 
uses  and  medical  qualities;  as  also,  a  perfect  and  connected 
description  of  all  the  animals^  their  habits,  uses  in  the  economy 
of  nature,  and  with  particular  description  of  the  habits  and 
best  method  of  destroying  those  insects  ^hich  are  destructive 
to  the  fanner,  such  as  the  Hessian  fly,  weevil,  &lc 

The  act  also  rendered  necessary,  annual  reports  irotti  the 
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several  departments  to  the  legislature,  which  shall  exhibit  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey,  together  with  such  subjects  as 
are  of  immediate  .practical  importance  to  the  people  of  the 
state. 

In  addition  to  these  objects,  and  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
the  regents  of  the  university,  the  state  geologist  was  instructed 
to  collect  and  preserve  a  certain  number  of  mineralogical,  geo- 
logical, zoological  and  botanical  specimens,  for  the  use  of  the 
university  and  its  branches;  the  expense  of  which  collections 
were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  regents  of  the  university.  This 
portion  of  the  work  appears  to  have  been  attached  for  the  sim- 
ple purpose  of  enabling  the  regents  to  procure  for  our  institu- 
tion, the  means  requisite  for  illustrating  the  subjects  of  natu- 
ral history,  at  the  least  possible  expense,  for  the  duties  involved 
in  reducing  these  subjects  to  order,  were  conceived  to  be  of 
such  a  nature,  that  those  engaged  in  the  geological  survey 
would  possess  greater  facilities  tor  procuring  these  specimens^ 
than  could  be  possessed  by  any  other  persons. 

An  investigation  of  the  plan  adopted  for  the  orffanization  of 
the  geological  and  topographical  departments,  has  satisfied 
your  committee  that  although  differing  in  name,  these  are  so 
much  allied,  that  it  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  consider 
them  separately,  and  that  by  this  plan  of  arrangement,  a  de' 
gree  of  economy  is  carried  out  which  appears  not  to  have  been 
adopted  by  any  of  the  other  states  where  surveys  are  now  in 
progress. 

The  economy  of  this  arrangement  depends  upon  the  fact^ 
that  those  engaged  in  the  geological  surveys,  are  also  assis- 
tants in  the  topographical  part  of  the  work;  the  topographical 
department,  proper,  consisting  simply  of  a  draftsman,  who  is 
constantly  employed  in  reducing  tne  field  notes  prepared  by 
those  engaged  in  the  geological  survey.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  one  complete  set  of  assistants  is  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  geological  and  topographical  surveys  will  be' 
completed  for  about  the  amount  of  costs  which  either  of  them' 
would  require  separately. 

It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  geologist,  that  the  botani- 
cal and  zoological  departments,  organized  under  the  originat 
act,  were  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  the 
several  assistants,  immediately  after  the  session  of  the  last 
legislature,  and  that  from  the  impracticability  of  selecting 
competent  persons  to  assume  the  duties,  they  have  not  since 
been  filled;  for  which  reason  no  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  part  of  the  work  during  the  past  year.  The  geologist 
reports  that  in  the  present  condition  of  these  departments,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  complete  the  labors  designated  within  the 
time  specified  by  the  act,  but  that  what  has  already  been  done 
in  these  departments  is  now  in  such  a  condition  that  it  may  W 
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fendafed  of  importance  in  the  final  reports;  With  the  sospen* 
sion  of  works  in  the  botanical  and  zoological  departments,  the 
collection  of  specimens  for  the  university  and  its  orancbe^  also^ 
necessarily  ceased. 

'  The  suspension  of  the  work  in  these  departments,  has  re^ 
duced  the  expenses  of  the  year  nearly  one-half,  and  a  continue 
aace  of  this  suspension  would  be  productive  of  a  like  result 
for  the  coming  year. 

In  view  of  the  present  embarrassments  which  exist  in  our 
states  and  of  the  fact  that  the  work  in  the  departments  of 
botany  and  zoology  cannot  be  suitably  completed  within  the 
time  assigned^  your  committee  recommend  a  permanent  sus- 
pension of  ths  botanical  and  zoological  departments  of  the 
survey^  or  in  other  words^  that  these  portions  of  the  work  be 
not  renewed. 

But  while  your  committee  would  advise  the  permanent  sus- 
pension of  the  botanical  and  zooloffical  departments,  they  at 
the  same  time,  .earnestly  recommend  a  continuance  of  the  other 
portions  of  the  survey,  since  they  cannot  but  deem  any  delay 
in  furnishing  to  the  people  of  the  state  the  valuable  informa- 
tion  whith  has  been  collected,  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  state. 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  your  committee  have  care- 
fully examined  all  the  p^ts  of  the  works  in  progress,  and  are 
fully  satisfied  that  under  the  energetic  a(nd  intelligent  hands  in 
which  it  is  now  placed,  it  will  be  completed  within  the  time 
specified,  and  at  an  expense  of  about  (i3,000,  being  an  amount 
very  nearly  the  same  as  thatwhich  has  already  been  saved  by 
a  suspension  of  the  zoological  and  botanical  departments.  It 
is  conceived  by  youroommittee,  that  this  amount,  so  expended, 
will  be  much  more  than  remunerated  by  the  sale  of  maps  and 
other  publioationSf  which  will  thus  accrue  to  the  state^  while 
on  the  other  hand,  the  failure  to  carry  these  portions  of  the 
work  to  completion,  must,  of  necessity,  eventuate  in  an  almost 
total  loss  of  the  vast  amount  of  labor  and  of  the  expenses  that 
has  been  incurred.  The  impolicy  of  leaving  the  work  in  its 
present  unfinished  condition,  together  with  the  facts  that  the 
same  hands  which  have  been  engaged  in  collecting  the  materi- 
als, can  alone  be  competent  to  reduce  them  to  form,  cannot 
but  be  ^parent  to  every  one. 

The  question  then  arises,  whether^  aAer  the  expense  which 
has  been  involved  already,  we  shall  suffer  the  Whole  to  be  lost; 
or  whether,  for  the  small  amount  required  for  completion,  we 
shall  go  on^  and  thus  save  the  whole. 

Your  committee  would  further  express  the  opinion,  that  a. 
suspension  of  the  complete  work,  would  be  doing  great  injus- 
tice to  those  counties  c^  the  state  to  which  the  surveys  have 
tfot  yet  extended;  ance^  in  some  of  the  counties^  the  iavesti-' 
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gitKMM  hare  been  so  nearly  completed,  that  the  maleiuds  now 
on  handy  may  be  made  available;  thus  in  effect,  taxing  the  whole 
atate  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  portion  of  it 

In  consideriDg  the  results  which  will  be  obtained  from  a  com* 
^tioa  of  the  geological  surrey,  in  addition  to  the  complete 
and  perfect  maps  of  our  counties,  (which  your  ccMnmittee  hae 
reason  to  believe,  are  not  equalled  for  accuracy  and  fuUnea* 
by  any  in  our  Union,)  the  topography  and  statistics  of  the  state, 
the  extent  and  order  of  rocks,  the  minerals,  &c,  the  oommit- 
tee  would  also  press  upon  your  consideration,  its  efiects  in  an 
agricultural  pomt  of  view ;  with  reference  to  the  proposed 
analysis  of  the  different  soils,  tc^lher  with  the  best  method 
of  correcting  any  deficiencies  which  may  exist,  and  inbrin^tog 
to  light  the  hitiierto  unknown  or  unappreciated  manures  of  the 
state. 

In  addition  to  the  very  many  reasons  for  the  oontinoanoe  of 
the  work  at  this  time,  your  committee  would  refer  to  the  fact, 
that  one  of  the  most  important  r^;ions  of  oar  state,  in  a  mine- 
ralogical  point  of  view,  remains  yet  unexamined;  we  attnde  to 
the  copper  region  of  lake  Superior;  a  district  of  country,  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  when  the  proper  surveys  shaU  have 
been  made,  will  prove  a  vast  source  of  wealth  to  us.  View* 
ing  this,  in  connection  with  the  intentioa  expressed  in  the  re* 
port  of  the  state  geologist,  which  has  been  just  submitted  ta 
you,  to  carry  the  explorations  of  the  survey  into  that  district 
during  the  ensuing  summer,  this  &ct  alone,  were  no  other  reo-^ 
son  to  be  urged,  be  sufficient  to  determine  your  committee  to 
the  conclusion  that  no  means  should  be  spaied  of  pushing  for*^ 
ward  so  important  a  work  to  its  comfdetion. 

In  looking  at  the  condition  of  the  several  states  of  our  Union^ 
▼our  committee  cannot  refrain  alludinff  to  the  fact,  that  near* 
ly  all  the  northern  and  middle  states,  nave  engaged  in  worik» 
similar  to  that  under  consideration.  Sixteen  of  our  sister  state» 
are  already  in  the  field,  pursuing  to  completion  these  works, 
with  a  view  of  developing  their  resources  at  home,  and  adding 
to  the  inducements  for  emigration  from  abroad;  while,  at  the 
same  time  they  are  furnishing  to  their  citizens  a  knowlec^  of 
their  own  territories,  aiding  the  cause  of  science,  and  furnisbK 
ing  for  their  state  legislators  and  county  and  tovm  officers,  the 
means  of  aiding  the  interests  of  the  whole  people.  These  siir* 
veys  in  the  several  states,  have  served  to  point  out  the  mate^ 
rials  best  suited  for  the  ccnistruction  of  public  works,  to  make 
known  the  beds  of  ores,  and  the  most  advantageous  means  of 
working  them,  the  deposites  of  gypsum,  marl  and  other  naa- 
nures  for  the  agriculturist ;  they  have  led  to  a  correct  knowl- 
edge of  the  capabilities  of  the  soils,  and  have  taught  the  farmer 
the  best  methods  of  renderii^  his  barren  soils  fertile. 

The  state  of  New  York  has  expended  the  sum  of  Me^OOl^ 
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•DDQaHy,  for  the  last  four  years,  upoD  a  Mologica},  botanioal 
and  zoological  survey  al<me;  the  state  ofl'eiuisylvaiiia  is  now 
expending  the  sum  of  816,000  per  annuon,  on  similar  works; 
and  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact,  that  Michigan  is 
^  the  same  time  carrying  along  a  complete  topographical  sut- 
Tey,  we  may  safely  say,  that  no  other  state  is  conducting  the 
work  with  an  economy  equal  to  our  own. 

Nor  is  our  general  government  idle.  Parties  have  been  en* 
ffaged  daring  several  of  the  past  years,  in  the  geological  snr- 
Tcys  of  her  territory  not  yet  organized  into  states;  thus  de- 
'Teloping  their  resources,  giving  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
cooDtry,  and  offering  inducements  for  settlement. 

Michigan  has  commenced  and  nearly  completed,  not  only 
a  geological,  but  also  a  topographical  survey  of  her  territory. 
A  single  year  will  suffice  to  complete  it,  and  the  amount  re- 
quired for  its  completion  is  but  a  small  consideration,  compared 
with  the  benefits  which  must  result  to  the  state.  The  orffani- 
2ation  is  such,  that  both  departments  may  be  completed  for 
about  the  same  amount  that  would  be  required  for  either,  taken 
singly.  There  are  engaged  in  this  survey,  gentlemen  whose 
personal  sacrifices  have  oeen  very  great,  and  who  haye^gone 
forward  to  the  work  with  an  energy  which  was  stimulated  by 
a  love  of  the  subjects  they  are  engaged  in  investigating,  who 
have  pride  in  completing  a  work,  which,  while  it  is  creditable 
to  themselves,  they  believe  vtrill  prove  of  invaluable  benefit  to 
the  state  in  whose  cause  they  are  laboring. 

Though  fuily  aware  of  all  the  Existing  embarrassments  of 
^he  state,  yet  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  deem 
not  c«Iy  the  vital  interests,  but  also  the  pride  of  the  state,  in- 
volved. A  pride  which  should  not  permit  us,  under  any  con- 
aideration,  to  prevent  the  completion  of  a  work  M'hich  every 
interest  of  our  state  demands.  This  work,  it  is  conceived, 
will  aid  more  in  carrying  abroad  a  correct  knowledge  of  our 
vast  resources  and  agricultural  advantages,  than  any  other 
which  could  be  originated.  Its  results,  if  nowembodied,  would 
make  materials  for  daily,  almost  hourly  reference  in  this  le- 
gislative body,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  so  near  its  com- 
pletion, and  that  the  amount  required  will  be  but  a  temporary 
outlay,  your  committee  deem  it  safe  to  say,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  carrying  it,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  completion, 
cannot  for  a  moment  achnit  of  a  doubt. 

The  investigations  which  your  committee  have  been  called 
upon  to  make,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of 
tile  Several  officers  of  the  geological  department  have  been 
performed,  would  be  satisfactorily  answered  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  immense  amount  of  work  accomplished,  an  amount 
which  oauid  have  been  the  result  only  of  the  most  incessant 
and  unwearied  labor.     Your  committee  are  under  the  firm  he^ 
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fiefy  that  the  high  abjects  sought  by  these  several  officers,  haT« 
aerved  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  whole  work,  which  it  could 
aot  have  acquired  under  any  other  circumstances;  and  the 
many  facilities  for  examination  thrown  open  to  your  commit- 
tee, enable  them  to  express  their  firm  conviction  that  the  utr 
most,  and  undivided  energies  of  all  those  engaged,  have  been 
bestowed  towards  the  completion  of  a  work  in  which  they  aH 
feel  such  meritorious  pride. 

Your  committee  would  further  report,  that  they  have  had 
under  examination  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  moneys  ex- 
pended by  the  state  geologist,  and  would  express  their  entire 
satisfaction  at  the '  systematic  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
have  been  returned,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  the  seve- 
ral sums  set  forth  in  said  accounts  have  been  expended.  Your 
committee  deem  it  only  justice  to  that  officer,  to  say,  (since  it 
aerves  to  show  the  heartfelt  interest  he  takes  in  sustaining  the 
work  under  his  charge,)  that  he  has  actually  advanced,  upon 
warrants  of  the  auditor  general,  the  sum  of  93,198  29;  which 
warrants  as  yet  remain  unpaid.  It  also  appears  that  he  baa 
been  necessitated  to  receive  post  notes  to  the  amount  of  $1,- 
700  00,  upon  which  a  loss  of  aiscount  has  necessarily  accrued. 
No  charge  for  these  discounts  or  interest  appear  in  his  ao> 
counts.  And  your  committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  it 
is  not  his  intent  to  present  any  such  claims.  It  further  ap- 
pears that  the  amount  of  disbursements  is  within  the  amount 
appropriated. 

Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  sub- 
ject of  the  salt  springs  and  salt  spring  lands.  The  state  geolo- 
gist in  his  annual  report  on  these  subjects,  has  pointed  out  the 
impracticability,  in  addition  to  the  other  onerous  duties  he  is 
called  upon  to  perform,  of  his  directing  in  a  proper  manner,  the 
mechanical  part  of  the  labor  connected  with  the  improvement 
of  the  salt  springs.  He  says  these  duties  are  nearly  incom- 
patible with  the  duties  he  is  called  upon  to  perform.  The 
fact  that  in  carrying  forward  the  geological  ana  topographical 
surveys  of  the  state,  this  officer  is  necessarily,  almost  con- 
stantly in  the  field,  sometimes  weeks,  and  even  months,  sevei^ 
ral  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  springs,  and  at  points  where 
communications  cannot  reach  him,  have  led  your  oommittee 
to  a  similar  conclusion.  Your  committee  are  also  of  optnioo, 
that  the  surveys  under  his  charge  are  snch  that  they  ahooU 
occupy  his  sole  and  undivided  attention. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  would  recomr 
mend  a  transfer  of  all  that  portion  of  the  duties  relating  to  the 
mechanical  part  of  the  improvement  of  the  salt  springs,  to  tlia 
board  of  internal  improvement. 

With  the  above  considerations,  your  committee  would 
commend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 
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1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  relative  to  the  geolo- 
gical survey,  approved  March  28,  1838,  as  relates  to  the  bo- 
tanical and  zoological  departments  of  the  same,  together  with 
that  portion  requiring  the  collection  of  botanical  and  zoological 
specimens,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

2.  Re^hedy  That  all  that  portion  of  the  duties  of  the  state 
geologist,  relating  to  the  mechanical  part  of  the  improvement 
of  the  salt  springs  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  transferred  to 
the  board  of  internal  improvement. 

REUBEN  D.  TURNER, 

Chairman  Chmrmttee. 


[No.  47.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Paul  Raymond, 
and  others. 

The  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Paul  Raymond,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Lienawee,  asking  the  return  to  them,  of  the  money 
which  they  have  severally  paid  for  taxes,  respectfully  report: 

That  laws  authorizing  the  collection  of  taxes  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  are  the  necessary  result  of  the  civil  and  political 
'  organization  of  government;  and  while  they  acknowledge  it 
as  a  duty,  that  a  just  regard  to  the  iaterests  of  all,  should  be 
a  leading  feature  in  the  enactment  of  laws  for  raising  revenue, 
they  nevertheless  consider  it  to  be  within  the  appropriate 
sphere  of  governments,  in  times  of  extreme  severity  and  pres- 
sure in  pecuniary  affairs,  to  exercise  a  paternal  influence  in 
procuring  a  lenient  administration  of  the  laws,  where  the  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  course  has  been  clearly  made  manifest.  The 
aot  to  extend  the  time  for  the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  year 
1889,  is  regarded  by  vour  committee  as  designed  to  effect  this 
object  and  was  called  forth  by  the  urgent  solicitations  and  rep- 
resenlations  of  the  inhabitants  of  numerous  portions  of  the 
state.  It  was  not  passed  until  the  period  had  arrived  at  which 
it  was  supposed  that  all  the  taxes  had  been  collected,  without 
distress  and  sale,  and  was  made  to  apply  to  those  only  who 
are  actual  residents,  and  interest  is  to  be  paid  for  the  indul- 
gence. That  it  was  not  required  by  the  petitioners,  affords  to 
your  committee  the  gratifying  assurance,  that  they  have,  mea- 
surably at  leasty  escaped  the  blighting  influence  of  poverty  and 
misfortune,  that  has,  to  so  great  an  extent,  overtaken  so  many 
0(  our  very  worthy  and  industrious  inhabitapts,  as  to  induce 
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them  to  aaky  at  the  bands  of  the  legislature,  their  interpoattioa 
to  save  from  summary  sale  and  sacrifice,  in  many  cases,  the 
impleoients  of  husbandry  of  the  farmer,  while  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  bis  farm,  though  sufficient  in  amount,  are,  from  ttieir 
location  and  other  causes,  unavailable  for  the  purposes  of  pay- 
ment Numerous  citizens  of  other  occupations  were  alike  un- 
fortunate, and  equally  anxious  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the 
collection  of  taxes  for  a  short  period.  In  view  of  these  facta, 
your  committee  cannot  avoid  the  expression  of  their  confident 
conviction,  that  when  this  measure  shall  be  seen  in  its  true 
light  and  be  fully  understood  by  the  public,  that  no  portion  of 
the  people  will  more  heartily  approve  the  intention,  or  more 
readily  acquiesce  in  the  action  and*decision  of  the  lawmaking, 
and  the  law  regulating  power,  than  that  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble portion  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  county  of  Lenawee, 
who  have  presented  themselves  as  petitioners  on  this  occasion. 
Entertaining  these  opinions,  ybur  committee  feel  bound  to 
report  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  respectful- 
ly ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  RENWICK, 


[No.  48.} 

Memorial  to  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  CoogresB 
assembled : 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  convened  at  the 
Capitol  of  the  state,  at  their  regular  session  for  1840,  would 
most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject 
of  speedily  opening,  by  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  de  Ste  Ma- 
rie, that  boundless  field  for  the  adventure  and  enterprise  of  the 
citizens  of  six  states  and  one  territory,  who  will  have  access 
to,  and  may  be  immediately  benefitted  thereby.  The  ooastruc- 
tion  of  said  canal,  on  a  proper  scale,  would  extend  oar  ship 
and  steamboat  navigation,  by  adding  an  extent  of  about  sixteen 
hundred  miles  of  navigable  coast  to  that  of  the  lower  lakes. 

The  importance  of  this  work  will  more  readily  be  under- 
stood and  appreciated,  by  a  brief  statement  of  the  fioUowing 
facts'respecting  the  climate,  productions,  resources  and  extent,  • 
of  this  comparatively  unexplored  and  almost  unknown  roflioa 
The  whole  of  lake  Superior  lies  within  the  latitude  of,  and  the 
agricaltural  products  of  the  surrounding  country  would  be 
nearly  similar  to^  those  of  Lower  Canada,  partieutaily  aliwg  the 
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MoChMi  oout,  0D  vrhich  there  are  Urge  tracts  (tf  good  fiEumiiqf 
couBtry. 

The  country  borderiog  lake  Superior  is  covered  with  im- 
mense  forests  of  pine,  through  which  many  large  and  naviga* 
ble  streams  flow  mto  the  lake,  afibrding  null  sites  and  safe  and 
convenient  harbcHrs. 

The  productions  of  this  *'  American  Baltic"  in  fish,  are  lite* 
rally  inezhaustitde.  These  fisheries  are  destined,  in  the  opin* 
ion  of  your  memorialists,  should  the  proposed  work  be  CQmpIe- 
ted,  to  become  a  source  of  profitable  employment  to  a  large 
amount  of  our  constantly  increasing  shippingi  and  a  nursery 
for  our  seamein.  The  facility  with  which  large  cargoes  can  m 
taken  a^  packed  fpr  market,  is  demonstrated  by  the  succeaa 
of  adventurers,  who  have,  under  many  disadvantages,  carried 
on  the  business,  and  confirmed  the  opinion  that  these  fisheries 
are  inexhaustible.  The  fish  are  sought  for  with  great  avidity, 
in  exchange  for  the  surplus  productions  of  the  farming  country 
bordering  on  the  lower  lakes  ;  and  this  surplus  consists  of  the 
articles  required  for  the  consumption  of,  and  carrying  on  the 
trade  with  that  upper  country. 

The  different  kinds  of  fish  found  in  lake  Superior,  are  white 
fisb^.  trout  and  siskpwit.  The  most  favorable  time  for  taking 
eacji  kind  is  so  varied,  that  fishermen  can  be  employed  through- 
out 4he  whole  fishing  season,  without  any  intermission,  ny 
ohanging  their  stations^  from  one  point  to  another. 

The  most  productive  fishing  grounds,  are  the  great  sand 
banks  near  the  lower  part  of  the  lake,  extending  a  distance  of 
axty  miles,  and  throughout  its  whole  extent,  fish  may  be  taken 
in  great  abundance  for  six  months  in  the  year.  The  other  mosl 
important  points  are  Isle  Royal,  Grand  Portage,  Fond  du  LaCn 
La  Poinle,  Point  Rewinnaw  and  Grand  Island ;  these  furnish 
aafe  and  commodious  harbors  for  shippbg,  and  the  adjacent 
GOjontry  is  covered  with  timber,  afifording  wood  for  steamboat 
furposes. 

The  lake  Superior  region  abounds  in  all  the  rich  and  valuable! 
fiirs,  found  in  similar  latitudes,  either  in  Europe  or  America. 

Tbe  policy  of  the  British  government,  of  establishing  a 
British  influence  among  the  frontier  tribes  of  Indians,  making 
them  dangerous  enemies  in  time  of  war,  and  depriving  us  o£ 
their  trade  in  time  of  peace,  may  be  effectually  counteracted 
by  the  prosecution  of.  the  improvement  sought  for  by  your 
Diemorialist 

.  It  has  been  often  report9d  by  scientific  travelers,  that  cop« 
per  ore  esistsd  in  this  region,  in  great  abundance,  and  of  the 
rioheat  quality^  This  swjept  was,  during  tbe  last  summer, 
thoroughly  examined,  and  th^  result  has  established  ))eyond  ^ 
di^ubt,  that  ittmenBe  beds  of  ore  show  themselves  on  the 
aberet  of  tbe  lake.    The  oi?et  on  being  analyzed,  ia  foand  t» 
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tnry  in  richnefls,  from  46  to  93  per  ceat  Thepiine^fml  beil# 
oir  ore,  lie  about  midway  the  southern  coast  of  lake  Superior, 
situated  conveniently  to  a  safe,  commodious  and  beautiful 
harbor. 

.  The  following  communication  from  the  Hon.  Lucius  Lyon, 
a^ds  important  and  valuable  information  on  this  subject. 

Detroit^  February  27,  1840. 

SiR—vIn  compliance  with  your  request,  I  now  give  yoo, 
briefly  imd  in  general  terms,  such  information  in  relation  to 
the  resources  of  lake  Superior  and  the  importance  of  coin 
structing  a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  river  de  Ste 
Marie,  near  the  outlet  of  that  lake,  as  I  was  enabled  toobtain 
last  summer  during  a  visH  to  the  country,  and  a  residence  of 
about  six  weeks  at  Lapointe. 

Lapointe  is  situated  on  one  of  the  ^^  Apostle's  islands,"  about 
twenty  miles  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Montreal  river,  on  the 
south  side  of  that  lake,  and  being  the  head  quarters  of  the 
^  American  fur  company,"  and  the  location  of  an  agency  for 
the  Chippewa  Indians,  is  annually  resorted  to  in  the  summei^ 
by  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  traders,  half-breeds  and  Indians  of 
the  whole  lake  Superior  region.  It  affords,  therefore,  greater" 
facilities  for  procuring  correct  information  in  relation  to  the 
country  than  any  other  place  in  it;  and  I  endeavored  to  avail* 
myself  of  those  facilities  to  extend  my  knowledge  of  it,  as  far 
as  the  hurry  of  business  during  my  stay  there  would  permit. 

Having,  while  in  congress,  when  the  limits  of  Michigan  werer 
about  to  be  unjustly  curtailed  on  the  south,  first  proposed  and 
taken  an  active  part  in  procuring  the  extension  of  ouir  bounda-* 
ry  to  the  north-west,  so  as  to  embrace  a  large  tract  of  country 
on  the  south  side  of  lake  Superior,  a  principal  object  o{  my 
inquiry  was,  of  course,  to  ascertain  the  character  and  value 
of  the  country  thus  added  to  our  state<  The  result  of  those 
inquiries,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  was  far  more  favora-' 
bte  than  I  had  ever  anticipated. 

That  portion  of  our  state  lying  beyond  the  straits  of  Michili^ 
mackinac,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  lake  Superior,  contains 
probably  about  twenty-five  thousand  square  miles,  or  abouf 
one-third  more  land  than  is  contained  in  the  states  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  both  together;  and  is  capable  of  sus^ 
taining,  and  will  sustain  at  some  future  time,  as  great,  if  not- 
greater,  population  to  the  square  mile  than  either  of  ^lose 
States,  its  soil  is  good,  better  than  that  of  the  N^w  England 
states,  and  the  country  is^  well  adapted  fo  the  production  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  potatoes,  wool  and  flax,  while  the 
fisheries  in  the  lakes,  on  either  side  of  H,  and  its  rich  mines  of 
6opper  and  iron  ore,  will  afibrd  sources  of  prolhable  employ 
ifient  for  thousands  of  persons  who  will  need  those  j^roikietBf 
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to  that  the  farmer  there  will  always  have  the  advantaged  of  A 
good  market  at  his  own  door.  The  land  is  well  wooded  with 
sugar  tree,  beech,  ash,  lynn  and  black  cherry,  and,  in  some 
places,  forests  of  pine.  The  country  is  rolling,  and  well 
watered;  it  contains  bat  little  swamp,  and  the  proportion  of 
"waste  land  in  it  is  probably  less  than  in  the  lower  peninsula  of 
our  state,  though  the  proportion  of  waste  land  here  is  much 
less  than  is  generally  supposed.  The  climate  of  the  country 
is  said  to  be  quite  as  mild  as  that  of  the  states  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  YermoDt^  and  the  northern  part  of  the  stale  of 
NeMT  York,  the  severity  of  the  winter  season  being  moderated 
by  the  waters  of  lakes  Superior  and  Michigan,  which  are  so 
deep  that  they  never  freeze,  except  at  or  near  the  shore. 

Montreal  river,  before  mentioned,  is  the  western  boundary 
of  the  country  above  described.  It  divides  Michigan  from  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  according  to  Farmer's  map  of  Mi- 
chigan and  Wisconsin,  has  its  source  in  **  Lac  Vieux  Desert." 
This  representation  on  the  map,  however,  I  believe  to  be  erro- 
neousy  for  I  learn  from  persons  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  that  Lac  Vieux  Desert  empties  itself  into  and  fortns^ 
the  head  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  and  that  Montreal  river,  at- 
the  point  of  its  nearest  approach  to  that  lake,  is  at  least  seven- 
ty or  eighty  miles  distant  from  it.  It  is,  therefore,  probable 
that  B.  question  of  some  importance  may  hereafter  arise  be- 
tween Michigan  and  Wisconsin  in  relation  to  this  boundary, 
and  I  mention  the  subject  here,  that  the  tegislature  may  be 
apprised  pf  it. 

The  country  bordering  immediately  on  lake  Superior,  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  is  said  to  be  not  as  good  as  that  east  of 
the  Montreal  river,  in  the  state  of  Michigan;  but  there  is  a 
large  extent  pf  fine  country  south  of  it  in  that  territory,'  the 
comm^roe  of  which,  or  at  least  a  great  portion  of  it,'  hiuat  al-i' 
ways  be  carried  on  through  that  lake,  and  add  gremtly  to  the 
ifuportance  of  constructing  the  conten^plated  cafial. 

.That  work,  however,  would  be  sufficiently  important  to  jus- 
tify its  cfonstruction,  even  at  ten  times  its  probable  cost,  if  it' 
were  only  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  way  to  the  fisheries  of 
la^e  Superior,  before  referred  to.  ^ 

Those  fisheries  a^e  now  occupied  solely  by  the  Americam; 
fur  company;  but  they  are  growing,  rapidly  into  iaiportaace,;. 
and  will  soon,  if  the  canal  should  be  constructed,  become  a- 
so|i;ircQ  of  great  wealth  to  the  wbolt^  lake  country.  «  I  haveiao;i 
means  of  knowing  the  number  of  barrels  that,  were  taken  lastr. 
year,  but  I  believe  it  is  but  three  years  since  the  fishing  busi- 
ness was  first  commenced  in  that  lake;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  there  are  now  in  this  city  thousands  of  barrels  of  very  ex- 
cellent fish  that  were  caught  there,  and  that  are  sold  for  nine 
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and  ten  dollars  a  barrel,  though  their  actual  cost  to  the  owneri 
at  this  place  does  not  probably  exceed  half  that. price. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  is  now  pretty  well  ascertained,  as  be- 
fore intimated,  that  the  upper  portion  of  Michigan  abounds  in 
mineral  wealth.  It  has,  for  a  long  time,  been  reported  that 
mines  of  copper  ore  were  to  be  found  on  the  south  side  of  lake 
Superior,  tnat  could  be  worked  to  great  advantage;  and  the 
truth  of  this  report  has  lately  been  confirmed  by  a  gentleman 
who  visited  the  country  last  summer  and  made  examinations 
with  a  view,  as  he  informed  me,  to  commence  mining  opera- 
tions there,  in  company  with  some  gentlemen  in  London. 

The  proposed  canal  around  the  f»Ils  of  the  rivw  de  Ste  Ma« 
rie,  though  only  about  a  mile  in  length,  is,  therefore,  a  work  of 

i^reat  importance  to  the  states  of  New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  II- 
inois,  Michigan,  and  the  territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  England,  or  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  the 
north-west,  it  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  whole  United 
States,  on  account  of  the  facilities  it  would  afibrd  for  the  trana- 
portation  of  troops  and  military  stores.  It  is,  in  fact,  empha- 
tically a  national  work;  and  ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  will  be, 
constructed  by  the  general  government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LUCIUS  LYON. 
Hon.  R.  D.  TuRNBa, 

Chairmanj  ^c,  House  of  Rep^s  of  Mchigmu 

The  only  obstruction  to  the  opening  of  lake  Superior,  is  at 
the  falls  of  de  Ste  Marie,  where  a  canal  has  been  surveyed  by 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  Michigan,  would  most  respectfully  so- 
licit congress  for  suitable  appropriations  of  money  or  lands,  or 
both,  for  the  construction  of  said  canal. 

Resolvedy  That  our  senators  and  representative  be  requested 
to  urge  upon  congress  the  importance  of  the  above  appropria- 
tion. 

Resolvedj  That  a  copy  of  the  above  memorial  and  resolution 
be  transmitted  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  each  of  our  senators 
and  representative  in  congress;  and  also  to  the  governors  of 
the  states  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legis- 
latures of  their  respective  states,  for  such  action  in  the  premi- 
ses as  they  may  deem  expedient  and  appropriate. 
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[No.  49.] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  raised  on  the  peti- 
tions to  prercnt  running  cars  on  the  Sab&ath. 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  several 

Etitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  this  state,  praying  that  this 
^lature  would  pass  ah  act  prohibiting  the  running  of  the 
eaiB  on  the  railroads  upon  the  Sabbath,  have  had  the  same  ui^ 
der  caBsideration,  and  now  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  deserving  of  the  serious 
attention  of  this  body,  and  calls  for  some  prompt  and  efficient 
legislation. 

That  Christianity  is  the  common  law  of  this  country,  is  a 
fiict  not  to  be  questioned.  Some  of  the  most  learned  and  able 
judges  in  different  states  have  so  ^decided. 

The  observance  of  the  first  day  of  the  week,  as  a  Sabbath 
to  the  Almighty  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  is  one  of  the  great 
doties  which  Christianity  recognizes  and  sanctions. 

No  christian  nation  has  guarded  effectually  against  the  pre* 
valence  of  vice  and  immorality,  who  have  not  required  the 
sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  and  prohibited,  bv  law,  those 
things  which  are  inconsistent  with  its  sacred  cnaracter  and 
holy  uses  and  designs.  \ 

It  has  been  found  the  best  safeguard  of  public  morals,  and 
eminently  conducive  to  social  and  intellectual,  as  well  as  moral 
improvement.  Industry,  health,  frugality,  temperance  and  or- 
der prevailed  in  those  districts  where  it  is  observed,  and  just 
in  proportion  as  it  is  revered  and  honored;  while  idleness,  dis- 
sipation, intemperance  and  vices,  injurious  to  the  public  weal, 
have  abounded,  wherever,  and  just  as  the  first  day  of  the  week 
has  been  robbed  of  its  sacredness  and  prostituted  to  secular 
uses. 

The  laws  of  our  oWA  state  are  very  specific  on  this  subject, 
prohibiting  every  thing  inconsistent  with  the  sacred  character 
of  this  day.  Part  one,  title  nine,  chapter  seven,  of  the  revised 
statutes,  contains  many  wise  and  excellent  provisions,  some  of 
which,  your  committee  think,  are  openly  violated,  by^  the  run- 
ning of  the  cars  on  that  day;  it  is  an  example  wholly  inconsist- 
ent with  the  spirit,  and  even  the  letter  of  this  statute,  for  the 
state  to  require  ^'  labor,"  and  encourage  *'  sport,^'  and  when 
the  law,  enacted  by  the  state  authorities,  specifically  condemns 
and  prohibits  them. 

Besides  your  committee  think  it  is  an  unnecessairy  expense; 
that  the  same  number  of  passengers  would  be  carried  over  the 
road  in  six  days,  that  are  now  conveyed  in  seven,  and  the  statfe 
may  as  well  save  the  expense  of  labor,  fuel,  iStc.,  for  fifty-two 
days  in  each  year. 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Should  it  be  alledged,  that  the  contract  for  transporting  the 
mail,  which  has  been  transferred  to  the  state,  renders  it  neces- 
sary that  a  locomotive  should  be.  dispatched  on  the  first  day 
pf  the  week,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  it,  it  is  sufficient  to 
^ply,,  that  the  transportation  of  the  mail  does  not  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  sanction  the  forwarding  of  passenger  and  freight 
cars,  to  the  great  grief  of  many  serious  minded  and  excellent 
citizens,  and  to  the  unnecessary  and  dangerous,  improper  and 
demoralizing  sanctioning  and  encouragement  of  the  profana* 
tion  of  that  day.  While  your  committee  would,  without  hesH 
'  tation,  say,  that  they  believe  the  transporting  of  the  mail,  on 
the  Sabbath,  to  be  wrong,  they  are  far  from  impugning  the 
motives  of  those  who  control  the  post  office  department,  or  of 
those  who  have  taken  the  contract  in  behalf  of  this  state.  Yet 
they  believe,  that  if  that  contract  could  be  so  modified,  that 
the  mail  may  be- carried  but  six  days,  during  the  week,  few 
would  suffer  loss  or  inconvenience,  but  that  many  would  be 
l)enefitted,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  all  better  preserved. 

Therefore,  they  respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatioes  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  That  hereafter,  no  locomotive,  passenger 
or  freight  car,  shall  be  run  on  any  railroad  belonging  to  thk 
ptate,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  excepting  such  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  any  contract  now  existing  for 
transporting  the  mail  on  said  road. 

M.  KENNY, 
CfhatnwBtm 


[No.  60.] 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Educatioo- 

The  committee  on  education,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resor 
lution  of  inquiry,  relative  to  the  distributi(»  of  the  school  laws, 
teg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  docur 
ments,  embracing  the  certificate  of  H.  C.  Bunco,  who  printed 
the  number  of  school  acts  required  by  law,  and  had  the  same 
mailed  to  the  clerk  of  every  board  of  school  inspectors,  and 
also,  one  to  every  organized  school  district  in  the  state.  Also, 
the  correspondence  of  John  D.  Pierce,  Esq.,  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  on  the  same  subject. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANDREW  T.  McREYNOLDS,  Chairman, 

March  3,  1840. 
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Office  Superintendent  Public  Instbuction, 
Marshall^  March  2, 1840. 

H.  C.jjBuNCE,  Esq,: 

Sir— Please  to  state,  in  the  form  of  a  certificate,  the  number 
of  copies  of  the  primary  school  law,  which  you  printed  in 
pamphlet  form,  the  past  summer,  and  how  they  were  distribu- 
ted 

RespaclfuIIy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE, 


Marshall,  March  2,  1840. 

Han.  J.  D.  Pierce,  Superintendent  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir — ^I  do  hereby  certify,  that,  during  the  last  jum- 
pier, I  published,  by  your  order,  2,500  copies  of  the  school 
laws  of  Michigan,  and  that  I  mailed  a  copy  of  the  law  to  the 
clerk  of  every  board  of  school  inspectors,  and  also  one  to  eve- 
ry organized  school  district  in  the  state;  each  package  was  di- 
rected to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  of  each 
township.  Of  the  above  number  of  2,500  copies  printed,  there 
is  now  left  on  hand,  about  200.  I  make  this  statement  in  an- 
swer to  your  conununication  of  this  morning,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  BUNCE. 


Office  Superintendent  Public  Instruction, 
Marshall,  March  2,  1840. 

Hon.  A.  T.  McRbynolm: 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
Inclose  and  forward  the  statement  of  H.  C.  Bunce. 

Besides  publishing  the  law  in  pamphlet  form,  I  cacised  it  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Journal  of  Education,  soon  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  legislature,  with  the  amendments.  The  object 
was  to  insure  it  in  one  form  or  the  other,  to  every  district  in 

jthe  state. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE. 
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[No.  61.} 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  present  condition  of  the  University  of  Mi- 
chigan. 

The  select  committee  ''appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present 
condition  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  and  ascertain  if  any 
changes  are  necessary  in  order  to  insure  its  full  and  perma- 
nent success/'  have  discharged  that  duty,  and  respectfully  sub- 
met  the  following  as  their  report: 

The  state  of  Michigan  is  justly  regarded,  throughout  the 
Union,  as  taking  the  lead  of  all  the  states  in  one  particular — in 
having  devised  a  better  system  of  liberal  education  than  any 
older  state  has  done,  or  now  can  do. 

First  It  proposes  one  university,  which  it  will  be  able  to 
furnish  with  a  better  library,  better  philosophical  and  chemical 
apparatus,  than  any  other  institution  has.  It  can  furnish  what- 
ever a  university  may  need  or  desire,  for  the  fullest  illustration 
of  every  subject  of  liberal  study.  Other  states,  with  ten  or  a 
dozen  colleges,  see  their  funds  so  divided  and  subdivided,  that 
many  things  necessary,  cannot  be  found  in  one  of  the  dozen. 
The  libraries  of  nearly  all  are  scanty,  and  all  containing  the 
same  common  works,  and  most  of  them  destitute  of  the  more 
costly.  Other  states,  to  support  many  colleges,  have  to  multi- 
ply buildings,  for  the  same  purpose  for  which  one  set  would  be 
sumcient  They  have  to  multiply  faculties  of  professors,  and 
with  divided  means  they  cannot  get  the  men  they  would--men 
of  superior  endowments  and  high  character.  Michigan  can 
have  a  faculty  as  numerous  as  may  be  desired,  and  invite 
whom  she  prefers,  because  she  can  reward  them.  Therefore, 
Michigan  has  taken  a  course  which  will  enable  her  to  rear  a 
more  efficient  and  able  university  than  any  other  state. 

Soctmd.  Having  but  one,  and  that  an  ample  UDiversity^  it 
may  make  the  standard  of  education,  and  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion such  as  may  be  deemed  best;  not  such  as  rival  institutions 
compel  each  other,  (by  competition  to  get  students  at  any  rate,) 
to  adopt  Therefore,  Michigan  has  the  power  of  carrying  out 
the  best  system  of  education. 

Third.  The  plan  of  having  branches  of  the  university  con- 
ducted on  a  uniform  system,  training  youth  expressly  for  this 
one  institution,  is  unlike,  and  better  than  any  thing  else  in  the 
UnioD.  If  this  system  is  carried  out  as  commenced,  the  re- 
gents will  command  the  services  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  coun- 
try to  conduct  these  branches.  In  other  states,  preparation  for 
college,  is  left  to  voluntary,  independent  academies;  no  two 
following  the  same  course  of  instruction,  nor  preparing  students 
for  any  mstruction  in  particular.     These  academies  ar^  often 
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tanghjb  by  inexperieDced  young  men,  frequently  but  partially 
educated  themselveg,  who  design  to  teach  only  a  year  or  two 
previous  to,  and  to  furnish  them  with  the  pecuniary  means  for 
studying  a  profession.  Hence  there  is  confusion  in  the  course 
of  study,  and  what  is  taught,  is  often  taught  inefficiently  and 
imperfectly.  Michigan,  therefore,  by  putting  its  branches  up- 
on the  some  footing  of  permanence  and  respectability  with  its 
university,  and  by  enforcing  uniformity  of  studies,  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  h'aving  the  best  things  taught^  and,  from  first  to  last, 
taught  in  the  best  manner.  The  multiplication  of  colleges  be- 
yond what  is  needed,  multiplies  the  expense  of  education  to  the 
state,  and  in  the  same  proportion,  diminishes  the  value  of  each 
institution.  The  University  of  Oxford  had,  at  one  time,  ten 
thousand  students;  if  these  had  been  distributed  in  separate 
eolieges,  containing  two  hundred  each,  with  its  separate  facul* 
ty,  library,  apparatus  and  building;  and  if  these  were  to  be  at 
perfect  as  the  university  in  all  its  parts,  the  expense  would 
nave  been  increased  beyond  calculation;  but  no  one  of  them 
could  be  as  perfect  as  the  university. 

By  dividing  one  perfect  university  into  twenty,  it  would 
bring  a  piece  nearer  to  each  man's  house;  but  when  a  student 

foes  from  home  to  be  educated^  it  matters  little  whether  he  goes 
ve  miles  or  thirty.  He  would  choose  to  go  thirty  miles  to  an 
institution  possessing  every  advantage,  rather  than  go  but  five 
miles  to  an  institution  where  his  advantages  would  be  only  on^ 
tenth  part  as  good.  This  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  students 
do  go  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  to  enjoy  the  bo* 
nefit  of  the  best  college. 

Such  a  best  college,  (or  rather,  university,  which  is  a  collect 
tioQ  of  colleffes,)  Michigan  has  begun  to  establish,  and  for  this^ 
she  is  regarded  by  the  wise  of  other  states,  as  the  most  fortu* 
nate  member  of  the  Union. 

The  working  of  this  plan  is  watched  with  interest  by  men 
of  learning,  for  the  following  reasons: 

MrstJ^  No  state  institution,  in  America^  has  prospered  as  well 
as  independent  colleges,  with  equal,  and  often  with  less  means. 
Why  they  have  not,  may  be  ascribed,  in  part,  to  the  following 
causes: 

They  have  not  been  guided  by  that  oneness  of  purpose,  and 
singleness  of  aim,  (essential  to  their  prosperity,)  that  others 
have  whose  trustees  are  a  permanent  body — men  chosen  for 
their  supposed  fitness  for  that  very  office^  and  who,  having  be- 
come acquainted  with  their  duties,  ean^  and  are  disposed  to 
pursue  a  steady  course,  which  inspires  confidence  ana  insures 
Bucoess,  to  the  extent  of  their  limited  means. 

Sktte  institations,  on  the  contrary,  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  several  l^slatores,  fluctuating  bodies  of  men,  qhosen 
^ith  reference  to  their  supposed  qualifications  for  other  duties 
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than  cherishing  h'terarj  institutions.  When  legblatores  haire 
legislated  directly  for  colleges,  their  measures  have  been  as 
fluctuating  as  the  changing  materials  of  which  the  legiaiaturea 
were  composed.  When  they  have  acted  through  a  board  of 
trustees^  under  the  show  of  giving  a  representation  to  aU,  they 
have  appointed  men  of  such  discordant  and  dissimilar  charac*- 
ters  anid  views,  that  they  never  could  act  in  concert;  so  that, 
whilst  supposed  to  act  for,  and  represent  everybody,  they,  in 
fact,  have  not,  and  could  not,  act  for  anybody. 

Again.     Legislatures,  wishing  to  retain  ail  the  power  of  the 
state  in  their  own  hands,  as  if  they  alone  were  oompeCent  or 
disposed  to  act  for  the  general  good,  have  not  be^i  willing 
to  appcHnt  trustees  for  a  length  of  time  sufficient  for  them  to 
become  acquainted  with  their  duties;  to  become  interested  in 
the  cause  which  they  were  appointed  to  watch  over,  and  feel 
the  deep  responsibility  of  the  trust  committed  to  them.  A  nevr 
board  of  trustees,  like  a  legislature  of  new  members,  notknow^ 
ing  well  what  to  do,  generally  begins  by  undoing  apd  disorga* 
nizing  all  that  had  been  done  before.     At  first  they  dig  up  the 
seed  a  few  times,  to  see  that  it  is  going  to  come  up,  and  after 
it  appears  above  the  surface,  they  must  pull  it  up  to  see  that  the 
roots  are  sound,  and  they  pull  it  up  again  to  see  if  there  is 
sufficient  root  to  support  so  vigorous  branche^r,  then  lop  off  the 
branches  for  fear  tney  will  exhaust  the  root,  and  then  pull  it 
up  again  to  see  why  it  looks  so  sickly  and  pining,  and  finally 
to  see  if  they  can  discover  what  made  it  die.     And  as  these 
several  operations  are  performed  by  successive  hands,  no  one 
can  be  charged  with  the  guilt  of  destroying  the  valuable  tree/- 

Whilst  state  institutions  have  been,  through  the  jealousy  of 
state  legislatures,  thus  sacrificed  to  the  impatience  and  petch 
lence  of  a  heterogeneous  and  changeable  board  of  trustees, 
whose  term  of  office  is  so  short  that  th^y  have  not  time  to  dis* 
cover  their  mistakes,  retrace  their  steps  and  correct  their  er- 
rors, it  is  not  surprising  that  state  universities  har^e  hitherto,* 
almost  without  exception,  failed  to  accomplish,  in*  proportion  to 
their  means,  the  amount  of  good  that  was  expected  from  them; 
and  much  less  than  colleges  in  their  neighborhood,  patronized 
by  the  religious  public,  watched  over  by  a  board  of  trustees  of 
similar  qualifications  for  duty,  and  holding  the  office  perma- 
nently, that  they  may  profit  by  experience. 

The  argument  by  which  legislatures  have  hitherto  convinced 
themselves  that  it  was  their  duty  to  legislate  universities  to 
death,  is  this:  *'It  is  a  state  institution,  and  we  are  the  direct 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  therefore,  it  is  expected  of 
us — ^it  is  our  right.  The  people  have  an  interest  in  this  thing, 
and  we  must  attend  to  it''  As  if,  because  a  university  belcnigs 
to  the  people,  that  were  reason  enough  why  it  shosid  be  dosed 
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Id  death  for  fear  it  VHmld  be  dick,  if  left  to  be  nursed,1ike  other 
iDfltitatioos,  by  its  immediate  goardians. 

Thu3  has  state  after  state,  in  this  American  Union,  endowed 
universities,  and  then,  by  repeated  contradictory  and  over  legis" 
lation,  torn  them  to  pieces  with  the  same  facility,  as  thev  da 
the  statute  book,  and  for  the  same  reason,  because  they  have   . « 
the  right.  '^^ 

The  passengers  on  board  a  ship,  though  they  have  an  inte* 
rest  in  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  feel  most  secure  in  leaving  the 
management  of  it  to  the  captain,  who  has  not  only  his  life,  but 
his  reputation  to  protect.  Though  the  army  is  for  the  protec 
tkm  of  the  ruUicn,  and  all  are  interested  in  it,  that  is  not 
thought  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be  commanded  by  eay)eri* 
meed  and  perm€tnent  officers.  The  world  knows  that  such  im- 
portant interests  are  safest  in  experienced  hands,  whilst  there 
is  a  power  near  to  guard  against  unfaithfulness  and  treason,  a 
power  unfelt  till  danger  is  seeb,  but  all-sufficient  when  that  hour 
comes.    Such  a  power  is  the  legislature. 

It  is  a  confession  of  moral  cowardice  in  a  legislator  to  say,  '^f 
know  it  would  be  best  to  pursue  a  certain  course,  but  the  people 
would  not  like  it,"  and  it  is  a  calumny  on  the  people  to  say  that 
**they  would  not  be  satisfied  unless  we  meddle  with  every 
tlung  at  the  hazard  of  ruining  their  interests.  The  regentsr 
have  all  the  interests  of  any  citizen  in  the  university,  and  their 
leputaticm  besides,  is  at  stake,  provided  they  have  the  respon- 
sibility. 

Whilst  state  institutions  have  not  flourished  hitherto,  from 
the  causes  mentioned,  the  university  of  Michigan  has  one  point 
of  exposure  peculiar  to  itself;  its  greatest  danger  arises  trom 
its  greatest  excellence;  its  system  of  branches,  connected  with 
the  university,  and  training  students  for  it  These  are  destined 
to  accomplish  more  ^ood  than  the  university  proper,  for  all 
students  must  pass  through  them,  and  great  numbers  will  be 
educated  there,  who  will  never  go  to  the  higher  university;  a$ 
thousands  will  be  educated  in  the  conunon  schools,  who  wilt 
never  enter  the  university  branches.  They  form  a  dependenj^ 
and  connected  series,  the  numbers  of  students  necessarily  di-^ 
minishing  as  they  rise  from  the  schools  to  the  branches  aod 
from  the  branches  to  the  university.  As  soon  as  these  branch^' 
es  are  fully  appreciated,  every  village  will  desire  and  feej  itself 
entitled  to  one;  and  members  will  come  to  the  legislature,  in  a^ 
short  time,  jpledged  to  their  constituents  to  use  their  efforts  to 
get  a  brancd  of  the  university  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
allj  as  formerly  every  man  was  pledged  to  get  for  his  neighbbr 
a  railroad*  Such  universal  importunity  will,  at  first,  cause  per- 
plexity and  embarrassment  to  the  regents,  and  as  they  cannot' 
support  such  branches  as  are  best,  and  locate  them  everywhere; 
members  will  next  come  pledged  to  get  a  branch,  or  depose  or 
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change  the  regents,  or  break  up  the  university,  because  tfaeano 

is  not  a  brick  of  it  on  every  mansfamij  it  will  be  called  unequal 
and  unjust.  Whilst  there  arc  so  maDy,  who  would  hope  to 
profit  by  despoiling  the  university  of  its  land  and  funds  that  oiie, 
loaned,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  get  up  the  cry  against  it. 

When  a  ship  is  cast  on  a  barbarous  coast,  if  the  natives  get 
in  possession  of  a  watch,  they  never  leave  it  entire,  for  that^ 
would  be  a  monopoly;  but  each  one  must  have  his  just  propor- 
tion, it  is,  therefore,  taken  to  pieces  and  each  individual  maybe 
seen  parading  the  beach,  decorated  with  a  piece  of  a  chain,  the 
mainspring  or  a  balance  wheel,  a  bit  of  silver  or  a  piece  of 
brass.  Thus,  whilst  each  can  boast  that  he  has  maintained  his 
equal  rights,  and  gained  a  part  of  the  precious  spoil,  no  one  en- 
joys the  benefit,  or  knows  the  meaning  of  a  watch.  Many, 
who  have  never  learned  the  nature  and  design  of  a  university, 
will  think  themselves  wronged,  if  they  have  not  a  fragment,  at 
least,  in  their  own  individual  possession,  and  to  obtain  this 
fragment,  would  rob  their  country  of  its  most  valuable  orna- 
ment. 

Since,  then,  the  university  of  Michigan  has  this  imminent 
danger,  superadded  to  all  the  evils  which  it  has,  in  conmion 
with  other  state  institutions,  which  have  not  prospered,  it  is 
with  good  reason  that  its  success  is  regarded  by  men  of  edu- 
cation and  experience,  as  problematical,  that  they  wish  to  see 
it  placed  upon  a  footing  of  greater  permanence  and  security, 
than  it  now  has,  before  they  risk  their  reputation  and  prospects 
in  life,  in  the  effort  to  build  it  up. 

As  these  dangers  now  are  less,  and  can  be  more  easily 
guarded  against  than  at  any  future  day,  they  should  be  met 
immediately,  before  it  is  too  late — before  the  ignorant  and  the 
interested  shall  combine  against  it,  and  insure  its  destruction; 
and  the  disgrace  of  ruining  the  fairest  system  of  jiberal  educa-; 
tion,  ever  yet  devised,  shall  be  superadded  to  tlie  other  acts 
of  rashness  and  folly,  recorded  against  the  young  state  of 
Michigan. 

To  guard,  as  far  as  possible,  by  one  act,  against  most  of 
these  dangers,  the  university  should  at  once  be  cut  loose  from 
all  connection  with  poUtics.  Whatever  gels  into  the  vortex 
of  party  politics,  such  as  banks,  offices,  or  private  character, 
has  often  to  be  engulfed,  and  is  frequently  ruined,  before  it  can 
come  to  the  surface  again.  But  the  university  is  a  trust  too 
sacred  to  make  it  the  foot-ball  of  party.  If  it  sinks  once,  life 
will  be  extinct  before  it  can  rise  again.  Once  let  the  impres- 
sion be  given,  that  this  too  is  a  wildcat  speculation,  in  vain  may. 
it  pretend  to  have  funds,  and  o^er  salaries.  Its  professorships 
may  go  begging,  instead  of  bemg  sought  as  the  most  desirable 
in  America. 
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•  The  ex-governor  for  the  year  past,  appointed  to  vacancies 
in  the  board  of  regents,  gentlemen  who  were  deemed  best 
qualified  for  the  duties,  irrespective  of  politics;  these  have 
been  nominated  by  the  present  governor,  and  appointed  by  the 
senate;  and  the  board,  as  now  constituted,  has  tne  confidence, 
not  only  of  the  public  generally,  but  what  is  more,  of  the 
christian  public,  in  which  essential  particular,  all  state  institu- 
tions heretofore  have  failed. 

To  secure  tp  the  university,  and  thereby  to  the  state,  the 
benefit  of  a  board  of  regents,  having  experience,  independent 
of  the  fluctuations  of  politics,  and  enjoying  the  confidence  of 
the  entire  community,  and  having  an  opportunity  and  time  to 
carry  out  the  noble  plan  that  has  been  devised,  is  the  object  of 
the  bill  herewith  submitted. 

The  bill  here  proposed,  is  the  same  with  that  originally 
drawn  up,  in  reference  to  the  university,  amended  in  these 
essential  particulars.     It  proposes, 

First  To  exempt  this  subject,  hitherto  held  sacred,  from 
ever  becoming  the  prey  of  unhallowed,  unsparing  party  politics. 

Secondly.  To  give  permanence,  and  thereby  efliciency,  to 
the  board,  charged  with  executing  the  great  work  of  rearing 
a  nniversity,  with  dependent  branches. 

Thirdly.  To  put  upon  this  permanent  board  of  well  known 
individuals,  the  entire  responsibility,  (under  few  instructions,) 
of  accomplishing  this  Work. 

To  secure  these  ends,  does  not  require  any  regent  to  be  dis- 
placed, any  plan  to  be  changed,  or  any  deed  to  be  undone. 

Had  any  change  been  contemplated,  your  committee  would 
have  recommended  a  reduction  of  the  board:  but  this  they 
deem  inexpedient  Had  they  the  power  of  undoing,  they  would 
perhaps  substitute  less  expensive  buildings  for  that  particular 
purpose,  for  those  in  progress  at  Ann  Arbor;  but  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  the  regents  would  be  as  ready  to  discover 
this  defect,  if  defect  it  is,  as  others  to  point  it  out,  and  would 
be  as  willing  to  profit  by  past  experience,  as  others  would  be 
to  have  them,  x  our  committee  is  also  aware,  that  when  those 
buildings  were  commenced,,  the  university  fund  was  supposed 
capable  of  accomplishing  more  than  it  is  now  believed  to  be. 
"We  are  ready  to  confess,  that  to  suit  every  taste  in  commen- 
cing a  work,  where  the  fund  to  be  employed  is  so  very  indefi- 
nite in  value,  and  where  so  much  must  be  done,  at  firi^t,  by 
experiment,  would  be  a  diflficult  task,  even  for  your  committee 
or  the  legislature;  and,  therefore,  they  would  abstain  from 
ffving  advice  to  those  who  have  the  benefit  of  more  9kpen- 
ence,  have  more  to  gain  if  they  succeed,  and  more  to  lose  if 
they  fail. 

To  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  particular 
amendments  proposed : 
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In  the  first  organizatioD  of  the  board,  the  regents  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor;  it  could  not  well  have  been  other- 
wise,  and  thus  far,  no  injury  has  resulted  from  it.  The  fourth  ^ 
section,  (and  to  this  your  committee  would  call  the  candid  at- 
tention of  the  legislature,  as  being  most  essential,)  provides 
that,  hereafter,  the  appointment  of  regents  shall  not  be  regard- 
ed as  a  political  appointment,  liable  to  be  influenced  by  ttebit* 
ter  prejudices  which  often  characterize  the  politics  of  the  day. 

None  can  know  as  well  as  the  regetUs^  wnat  persons  woald 
be  an  assistance  in  the  board,  and  no^one  would  nave  as  atrooff 
reasons  to  call  to  a  seat  there,  men  purely  because  they  would 
make  good  regents. 

The  time  may  come  when  a  governor,  recently  appointed, 
whose  mind  has  been  engrossed  by  other  things,  would  nomi- 
nate a  man  to  be  a  regent,  not  because  he  is  fit  for  it,  but 
because  the  man  expects  somethings  and  he  has  nothing  dse  \a 
give. 

It  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  regents,  as  they  must  bear 
the  responsibility  of  what  is  done,  to  invite  no  one  to  a  seat  in 
the  board,  who  would  be  worthless,  or  be  an  injurious  member, 
and  thereby,  bring  disgrace  upon  themselves. 

The  time  may  come  when  a  governor,  looking  only  at  the 
votes  of  a  county,  might  nominate  a  man,  who  cculd  not  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  regent  if  he  would,  or  even  nominate  ai 
man  who  sought  the  office  expressly  to  injure  the  university; 
the  governor  having  objects  to  gain,  dearer  to  him  than  the  in- 
terests of  education. 

The  board  is  composed  of  such  members^  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  itvo^hirds  to  combine  to  appoint  a  man,  who  is 
purely  a  politician,  unfit  for  the  duties  oia  regent.  I*fo  noisy 
demagogue  could  ask  the  regents  to  give  him  a  seat  at  their 
board,  for  services  rendered  in  2l  political  campaign. 

A  governor,  hereafter,  may  be  found,  who  would  nominate 
an  illiterate  partisan  editor,  as  a  reward  for  services  rendered 
to  him,  in  the  very  paper,  in  which  he  had  tried  to  injure  the 
university. 

The  regents  who  have  planned  and  labored  for  years  to  build 
up  a  university,  and  identified  their  reputation  with  its  pros- 
j  perity,  can  have  no  motive  to  seek  its  injury,  nor  call  in  others 
\  to  aid  them  in  pulling  it  down. 

Should  a  governor  be  elected  who  has  interests  opposed  to 
the  good  of  the  university,  (a  possible  case,)  he  would  nomi- 
nate such  regents  only  as  were  pledged  to  aid  him;  should 
the  apfbintment  of  judges  fall  to  nis  lot,  his  power  would  be 
strengthened;  but  should  he  be  re-elected,' what  security  would 
the  state  of  Michigan  have  for  the  safety  of  that  institution 
which  bids  fair  to  be  its  greatest  pride  1 
The  regents  cannot  intimidate  the  senate  to  coufinu  tbeir 
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dioice  of  a  man,  whom  the  senate  should  deem  onsmtaUe. 
Party  prejudice  would  not,  in  this  case,  enable  them  to  see  vir- 
tues which  do  not  exist 

The  majority  of  the  senate,  being  appointed  by  the  same 
power,  will  generally  be  of  the  same  party  with  the  governor; 
and  they  have  too  many  favors  to  ask  for  themselves  or  friends, 
'^stand  in  their  own  light  by  insisting  upon  trifles;''  that  is,  to 
reject  a  bad  nomination  from  the  governor  when  he  or  the  party 
insists. . 

If  it  should  be  thought  the  power  here  granted  to  the  re^ 
gents  is  too  great,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  it  is  confined  to 
a  simple  nomination;  the  senate  stands,  as  before,  a  check 
against  rashness,  and  a  greater  check  for  a  nomination  from 
the  re&;ents,  will  not  come  with  power  to  enforce  complianee^ 
But  il  the  power  here  granted  is  too  great,  when  divided 
amongst  eighteen  regents,  how  much  more  dangerous  when  it 
is  all  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  one.  If  there  is  one  mem- 
ber of  the  board  who  would  be  more  tempted  than  another  to 
abuse  this  appointing  power  for  party  purposes,  it  is  he  who 
has  the  greatest  number  of  political  friends  to  rewca-d;  it  is  he 
whose  interests  are  not  closely  identified  with  the  success  of  the^ 
university^  but  with  the  success  of  his  party;  it  is  he  who  caQ> 
bring  most  influence  into  the  board  to  near  upon  the  proceed- 
ings;  it  is  he,  the  only  one  member  in  the  board,  who  could  ruin 
the  university  if  disposed.  The  governor  has  more  temptation 
to  abuse  this  trust  than  any  other  member  of  the  board;  he  hem 
more  power  to  make  such  abuse  hurtful  * 

To  take  this  privilege,  then,  out  of  the  hands  of  thi|s  one 
member  of  the  board,  and  divide  it  amongst  them  ^11,  is  ac- 
tually diminishing  the  power  and  lessening  the  danger  appre- 
hended. 

This  section  contemplates  that  all  the  present  regents  shall 
continue  to  serve  their  full  time;  those  who  have  found  it 
convenient  to  be  useful,  will,  doubtless,  be  continued  by  the 
board,  who  know  their  past  services,  which  could  not  be  said^. 
if  their  nomination  depended  upon  some  future  goverxMM*,  wt^o; 
may  know  their  worth  only  as  political  friends  or  foes. 

Uniformity,  consistency,  and  a  steady  onward  course,  is  se* 
cured  by  permanence  in  the  board.  The  regents  will  then  feel 
the  responsibility  of  their  oflice,  knowins  that  their  duties  are. 
nJt  soon  to  devolve  upon  others,  who  nught  leave  their  work 
uofinished  to  project  something  of  their  own.  They  can  devise  / 
a  svstem  which  they  will  be  able  to  complete,  without  the  £ear 
of  having  their  successors  immediately  subvert  it. 

When  regents  have  not  found  it  convenient,  heretofore,  to 
attend  to  the  duties,  they  have,  in  most  cases,  resigned.  A 
probation  of  three  years  is  allowed,  that  if  a  regent  cannot  find. 
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time  even  to  resign^  he  may  be  dropped,  with  the  consent  of 
the  senate  and  two-thirds  of  the  board. 

The  last  clause  is  to  provide  n  remedy  against  the  annihOa- 
tion  of  the  board  by  resignations,  an  event  likely  to  occar  if 
future  legislatures,  disregarding  the  caution  in  the  "  preamble,  * 
should  come  in  between  the  regents  and  the  university,  and 
subvert  their  plans,  or  dictate  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  discharge  their  duties  as  they  would. 

As  the  office  of  regent  is  not  one  of  emolument^  the  apprdfOr 
fion  of  their  own  breast  and  of  the  public,  is  their  sole  reward; 
to  rob  them  of  this,  would  not  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  remo- 
Ting  the  experienced  to  make  way  for  a  novice. 

The  plan  of  the  university  is  so  extensive,  that  to  bring  it  to 
fall  maturity,  will  require  several  years,  even  though  it  snould 
be  hurried  with  injudicious  haste.  Students  must  first  be  pre- 
pared in  the  branches  for  the  academical  department.  This  re- 
Juires  time.  They  must  again  be  prepared  in  the  academical 
epartment  for  that  of  law  or  medicine,  (if  they  mean  to  have 
educated  students  there,)  and  this  will  require  time.  Nearly 
ten  years  must  elapse  before  all  this  can  be  brought  to  perfec- 
tion, and  all  departments  be  fully  organized  and  exhibiting  the 
fruits  of  the  care,  begun  already  to  be  bestowed.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  one  board  of  regents  would  enter  upon  the 
best  plans,  when  they  knew  that  several  successions  of  regents 
would  occupy  their  places  before  they  could  be  matured;  and 
if  they  should  adopt  such  plans,  their  successors  might  not  un- 
derstand them,  or  in  their  haste  to  do  something  in  their  ovrti 
short  day  to  be  remembered  by,  overthrow  the  labor  of  years 
by  trying  to  force  nature  in  the  hot-bed  of  some  new  scheme 
to  produce  immediatey  premature  and  perishable  fruits. 

The  present  regents  begin  to  understand  something  of  the 
nature  of  their  work,  but  it  cost  them  two  years  of  experi- 
ments. They  are  proceeding  with  a  judicious  caution,  which 
insures  confidence;  but  who  will  be  responsible  for  what  five 
years  might  do,  if  the  university  should  be  left,  as  it  now  is, 
within  the  withering,  upturning  power  of  politics  ?  Befinre  that 
vower  is  exerted — before  any  man  can  say,  "  the  university  be- 
longs to  our  party,*'  your  committee  would  call  upon  this  le- 
gislature to  put  that  stamp  of  durability  on  this  institution, 
which  distinguishes  the  flourishing  colleges  of  the  east  from 
the  richer  but  sicklier  institutions  of  the  south.  The  diflerent 
success  of  literary  institutions  in  our  country,  from  Maine  to 
Alabama,  suggests  to  your  committee  to  incorporate  the  best 
features  of  the  best  colleges,  in  the  organic  law  of  our  univer- 
sity. 

These  amendments,  your  committee  would  here  state,  come 
not  from  the  regents,  (who  might  be  supposed  to  desire  them.) 
They  are  proposed  without  their  suggestion^  and  without  their 
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If  adopted,  they  may  be  thankful,  and  the  state 
may  rejoice* 

Section  5.     The  chancellor  and  judges  are,  generally,  as  ju- 
dicious and  conservative  a  class  of  men  as  there  is  in  the 
community,  and  in  many  respects,  would  be  useful  in  the  board* 
The  governor,  though  often  times  a  politician,  should  be  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  university,  for  it  will  be  in  his 
power  to  prevent  that  rash  legislation  which  would  destroy  it    . 
For,  as  it  is  the  custom  in  Michigan  to  send  new  members    \ 
every  year,  the  university  will  always  be  a  target  for  the  in-     ' 
experienced  to  try  their  arrows  at.     A  governor  may  have  the 
opportunity  to  save  the  university  from  rash  legislation.    As 
he  has  the  power ^  he  ought  to  have  the  best  means  of  informa- 
tion.    A  lieutenant  governor  will  be  generally  too  much  iden- 
tified with  politics,  and  as  the  addition  is  not  needed,,  that  offi^ 
cer  of  state  is  omitted.     This  bill  is  not  intended  to  vacate  the 
seat  of  him  who  is  now  a  regent. 

Section  6.  The  presiding  officer  of  a  college  is  almost, 
without  exception,  and  needs  to  be,  president  oi  the  board  of 
trustees.  Putting  the  university  and  education  higher  than 
politics,  (the  politics  of  a  day,)  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  do 
eood.  Making  the  office  of  chancellor  honorable,  is  making  it 
aesirable,  at  little  expense.  The  necessity  of  the  case,  learned 
from  experience,  is  the  main  reason  of  making  the  chancellor 
president  of  the  board. 

Section  8.  As  tutors  are  not  permanent  officers,  there  is 
often  occasion  to  fill  a  vacancy,  when  the  regents  cannot  bo 
called  together,  and  the  chancellor  may  know  what  particular 
qualifications  are  desired  for  a  particular  place. 

Section  10.  The  several  faculties  will  be  the  best  judfi;eB 
of  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  a  degree.  It  is  well  that 
the  regents  should  have  a  vote  in  the  case,  or  they  may  be 
tempted  to  make  a  less  harmless  work  for  themselves,  when 
collected  together  at  commencement.  Honorary  degrees  will 
not  be,  perhaps,  as  cheap  in  Michigan  as  in  some  places,  if  the 
board  must  be  unanimous  in  conferring  them. 

Section  11.  The  regents  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  their 
appointment  of  professorships,  but  when  the  appointment  it 
made,  the  interests  of  the  university  require  that  the  officer 
feel  a  degree  of  security  against  capricious  legislation;  that  it 
must  be  something  more  than  a  doubtful  case,  which  shouU 
undo  that  which  was,  in  the  first  place,  designed  never  to  be 
undone.  , 

Sections  15  and  16.  The  superintendent  of  public  instruo* 
tion  might  perplex,  but  could  never  benefit  the  regents  in  their 
worL 

The  design  of  this  new  section  is,  that  whilst  the  state  fur- 
msbes  the  most  ample  means  of  instruction,  and,  therefore,  does 


480  HOU^  DOCUMENTS* 

ker  part, 'those  citizens  who  wish  to  fill  the  learoed  iproteaaooa, 
should  avail  themselves  of  these  means;  that  the  people  of  BG- 
chigan  may  have  the  assurance,  that  when  they  employ  a  pro* 
fessional  man,  their  lives  or  their  property,  are  in  the  hands  of 
one  who  has  certainly  been  taught.  As  instruction  at  the  unH 
Tersity  will  be  gratis,  it  is  not  too  much  for  the  public  to  re- 
quire those  who  seek  the  honor  and  profits  of  education,  first 
to  acquire  the  qualification.  It  does  not  say  that  they  shaU 
have  studied  at  this  university;  if  they  can  pass  an  examina- 
tion, it  matters  not  where  they  have  studied;  if  not,  they  ought 
not  to  impose  upon  the  people. 

A  preamble  is  prefixed,  as  an  indication  to  future  legislature^ 
with  what  view^  and  intentions  this  trust  is  committed  to  the 
regents,  as  well  as  a  suggestion  to  the  regents,  with  regard  to 
the  relations,  which,  it  is  supposed,  they  will  hold  to  those  who 
receive  their  laws  and  guardianship  from  them.  What  the  le- 
gislature should  attempt,  in  reference  to  the  university,  is,  in 
Uie  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  put  the  whole  subject  into 
the  hands  of  competent  men,  leaving  it,  with  undivided  re- 
sponsibility on  their  shoulders,  and  then  the  legislature  ^et 
meddle  with  it  again,  except  to  protect  as  guardians,  not  to  de- 
stroy as^capricious  despots.  Repeated  legislative  interference, 
known  by  experience  to  be  the  ruin  of  a  cause  like  this,  would 
soon  dishearten  every  regent  who  takes  any  interest  or  active 
part  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  whole  plan  would  soon 
come  to  the  around.  The  duties  of  the  regents,  in  their  turn, 
will  be  mosUy  to  provide  the  means  and  apparatus  and  the 
Uke,  and  fill  the  several  faculties  with  able  men  and  throw  the 
undivided  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  education 
on  them;  the  further  duties  of  the  regents  are  only  to  watch 
and  defend,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  growth  of  what  they 
have  planted.  A  board  of  experienced  regents  can  manage 
the  funds  and  all  the  machinery  of  a  university,  better  than 
any  legislature;  and  the  faculty  of  a  university  can  manage 
the  business  of  education,  the  interior  of  a  college  better  than 
any  regents. 

Experience  will  doubtless  show  hereafter,  that  something 
has  been  overlooked;  the  regents  will  discover  and  seek  a  re- 
medy for  this,  better  than  the  legislature. 

If  any  thing  can  save  our  university  from  the  fate  which 
has  attended  other  institutions,  that  of  becoming  the  victims 
of  politics,  or  being  legislated  to  death,  the  bill  herewith  sub- 
mitted, or  something  of  like  character,  your  committee  be- 
lieves will  do  it 

REUBEN  D.  TURNER, 
Chairman  Select  Committee. 
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[No.  58.]  '' 

Report  of  the  Minority  Committee  on  Unive^ity  of 

Michigan. 

»  » 

The  undersigned,  being  a  portion  of  the  committee  on,  unif 
versitiesy  begs  Teave  to  report : 

1ft  That  any  new  modehi^  of  the  plan  on  that  sobject  is  not 
called  for  by  experience.  For  there  has  been  no  experience 
on  the  subject. 

2.  The  new  plan  proposes  giving  the  direction  of  literature' 
to  the  regents.  '  GocmI — but  so  doe»  the  old.  It  also  proposes 
to  give  the  direction  of  the  funds  (o  the  regents.  Bad— ^s  cho- 
sen ibr  their,  science  only,  they  are  usually  the  worst  men  M 
manage  the  concerns  of  practical  business. 

3.  The  new  plan  proposes  making  the  office  of  re^nts  per« 
manent  for  life,  in  the  iocumbenty  except  :that  he  may  be  Re- 
moved for  cause.  -Bad— ^(br  the  term  is  too  long.  The  eourvs 
of  eA^oation  would  be  apt  to  iall  behind  the  imi>rovemenC8  i3i 
Uie  age.  Old  men  do  not  like  the  idea  of  chanM,  and  suppose 
their  own  attainments  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  attainmentj  }<| 

4.  The  old,  or  statutory  plan  is,  that  the  regents  -  be  aqoN 
pointed  by  the  governor,,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  iieiiale, 
Idt  three  yearis,  &c.  If  this  mode  is  not  very  wise,  (as  iit  ex<^ 
pds^  the  university  to  the  conflicting  interests  cyf  state  nM 
aatioaal  politics,)  and  if  it  would  be  betfter,  was  the  periedi 
tniger,  yet  a  plan  to  shut  out  change,  and  to  provide  {or  supeivi 
aonoated  control  would  be  a  remedy  woroe  than  the  disease,: 
Afaih,'  if  a  difibrent  mode  of  appointment^  vis :  by  regents^ 
might  to  some  seem  to  be  expedient,  qs  the  cheiQe-iWOuld  bb 
guided  by  the  literary  capacity  and  merit  of  candidates;  yet^ 
mo(B  might  beJost^  by  the  want  of  praetieal  wisdom  and  exp#i 
diency.  i    .  •:      .  . 

Jb.    The  new  plan  excludes  from  certain  professions  of  busi- 

iss  life,  self  made  men^  on  the  «ound  that  mcompetedcy  mukt 
be  found  in  those  not  educated  in  universities.  This  would 
have  excluded  our  Washingtons,  Franklins,  Shermaosy  with  a 
galaxy  of  the  brightest  stars  of  our  horijson;  It  is  not  true 
that  our  self  made  men  are  behind  their  compeers^  because 
tfiey  have  not  seen  the  inside  of  a  college^  Nor  is  it  true,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  our  collegians  are  inferior,  because  they 
have  been  so  educated.  But  ft  is  true,  that  where  indolence 
attaches,'  inferiority  will  exist;  and  that  where  seal,  industry 
tod  perseverance  exist,  united  with  good^ense,  emineoee  will 
be  attained*  The  Hindoos-  confine  Uieir  inhabituary  to  casts; 
but  Hindooism  is  not  a  plant  of  Ameriban  growth. 

6.  It  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  enter  upon  a  business  of  so 
great  importance — ^in  a  subjject  in  wfaseh  the  wisest  have  failed 
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and  in  which  error  would  be  foUpWed  with  consequences  so 
disastrous,  as  the  misdirection  of  the  education  of  our  coun- 
try's hopes. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  (hoping  that  wisdom  will  not  die 
with  the  cbse  of  this  session,)  advises  the  postponement  of  the 
whole  subject  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

JOSEPH  MILLER, 
One  of  the  smd  CemmUtee, 


[No.  53.] 

Report  of  Select  Committee  on  insolvent  banking 

institutions,  &c. 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  certain  inqai* 
ries  relative  to  the  condition  and  affairs  of  the  several  banku^ 
institutions  o£  the  state,  that  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  re* 
eeivers;  and  also  senate  bill  ^'to  facilitate  cuni  render  less  ex* 
pensive  the  collection  of  claims  against  corporations,  and  the 
directors  and  stockholders  thereof,  beg  leave  to  report: 
.  That  your  committee  haTe  had  under  consideration  the  se- 
veral subjects  referred  to  them,  and  have  availed  themselves  of 
mil  the  means  within  their  reach,  to  get  the  information requir* 
•d  hj  the  house,  unless  they  had  gone  into  an  individual  exa- 
mination of  the  several  banking  institutions  scattered  over  the 
state,  and  their  respective  books  and  receivers.  But  the  eooif* 
mittee  were  of  the  opinion,  that  it  was  unadvisaUe  to  incur 
the  expense,  and  consume  the  time,  that  such  a  course  woqld 
render  unavoidable.  Therefore,  your  committee  have  based  a 
fbw  brief  conclusions,  up<m  facts  obtained  from  other  sources 
than  a  personal  examination  of  said  institutions. 

In  regard  to  the  first  inquiry,  '' whether,  in  any  ease,  the 
chancellor  has  appointed  persons  interested  in  said  institutien% 
receivers  thereof,"  the  committee  are  advised  that  there  have 
been  a  few  instances,  where  receivers  have  been  appointed,  by 
the  chancellor,  who  were  known  to  be  interested,  either  as 
stockholders  or  debtors  to  the  bank,  for  which  they  were  so 
appointed.  But  of  this  number,  only  one  instance  bieui  happen- 
ed, however,  where  the  bank  would  not  have  been  entitled,  ui^ 
der  the  law  of  last  session,  on  filing  a  petition  for  a  voluntary 
dissolution,  to  have  had  a  receiver  of  tKeir  own  selection  ap- 
pointed. In  this  case,  the  receiver  was  indebted  in  a  smsU 
amount  to  the  bank,  for  which  he  was  appointed;  and  his  ap- 
pointment was  opposed  on  that  ground,  out  the  very  stnns^ 
testimeny  and  recommendations  adduced  in  his  favor,  seems 
to  have  been  the  oonsideration  which  influenced  the  ehaaoeiior 
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tm  make  die  appokilfneiit  The  irtber  i^onven  who  have  bean 
known  by  the  ehancellor,  to  be  int^dsted  in  the  biuA%  for 
wbicb  they  were  tf^moted,  your  eommittee  beUeve  were  h^ 
g^lty  ^ippointed  under  the  proviacms  of  an  act,  passed  the  last 
.•caBion  of  the  legulature,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  proTide  for  the 
vohmtary  |di68olation  of  corporations^"  &a^  in  section  woe, 
where  it  prorndes  ^^that  any  of  the  directors,  trustees,  or  other 
efiicera  of  such  corporatioo,  or  any  of  its  stockhold^s,  may  be 
appointed  receiYer.'^  Under  this  provisimi  it  would  seem  the 
obancellor  has  no  disoretiooary  power  left  him,  to  refuse  the 
appointmoit  of  an  individual  for  receiver,  on  accooot  of  his  in* 
terestedness  in  the  corporation,  asking  for  a  dissections 
'  •  In  answer  to  the  second  inquiry  made,  '^whether  or  not  the 
attorney  general  has  ordered  and  directed  said  receivers  to 
allow  individuals  against  whom  demands  existed,  in  said  insti- 
(ntions,  to  jpurchase  and  offset  the  notes  thereof,  against  said 
demsoids,  alter  receivers  were  so  appointed  V  your  commits 
lee  would  say,  that  they  cannot  barn  of  any  instance  where 
4he 'attorney  general  has  given  any  direction  to  any  reeeiver, 
m  to  the  performance  of  his  dutiee  as  each,  and  the  laws  go- 
verning the  attorney  general  and  receivers,  in  their  respective 
discharge  of  duties,  do  not  give  any  power  or  right  to  the  at* 
loraey  general,  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  discharge 
of  dnty  by  receivers,  other  than  the  giving  of  his  opinion  and 
oonnsel  when  asked,  which  would  appear  advisable  from  the 
nffidai  station  held  by  that  officer  in  our  state  govemmenl 
il*appeaiti  that  when  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  has 
bemsoltcited  by  receivers,  in  relation  to  receiving  the  notes 
of  aaid  institutiona  in  o&et  to  demands,  he  has  promptly  given 
his.  opinion,  that  no  receiver  is  obliged  to  take  the  notes  of  the 
bank  in  oajrmenta  of  debts  doe,  unless  such  notes  bad  been 
lenderea  at  the  bank,  before  his  appointment.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  that  the  receiver  has  given  him,  by  the 
act  of  last  session,  before  alluded  to,  a  discretionary  power  to 
refuse  or  ncoept  such  notes,  when  tendered  inpayment  of 
-debts,  as  he  .shall  deem  it  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  mstitution.  By  that  act  the  receiver  has  confer- 
Hsd  npon  him  all  the  powers  and  authority  which  are  oonier« 
red  by  law  upon  trustees,  to  whom  an.  assignment  of  the  es- 
4ate  of  insolvent  debtors  is  given.  And  if  the  receiver  shouU 
take  the  notes  of  the  bank  as  set  off,  in  any  other  case  than 
that  above  referred  to,  he  would,  by  the  exercise  of  this  diacre- 
iioiary  newer,  make  himself  personally  liable.io  ihe  creditor, 
and  could  only  justify  himself  in  doing  so^  by  shivWing  it  to  be 
OleluHy  ^^  the  best  interest  of  the  creditors*  The  oommittee 
ttannot.  learn  of  any  instance,  where  this  disCiBtk>0M*y  pow^r 
of  (the  receiver  has  been  abused;  though  cases  may  exist*:  :  Yet, 
litora  the  ohnraoler  nf4he  reomers .  generally,  end  the  km 
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EBrding  their  course  of  action,. it  would  seem  probdUe  diaC 
t  few  abuses  of  this  kind  exist  It  appears  that  a  few  » 
stances  have  occurred,  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  third  in* 
^uiry,  ^'  whether  individuals  have  been  permitted  to  apply  on 
uidfinents  obtained  against  them,  the  depreciated  paper  of  said 
bamu,  at  par  value/'  But  no  cases  have  come  to  the  kiiowl* 
edge  of  your  committee,  where  there  had  not  been  either  a  re* 
turn  of  mUla  bona  to  an  execution  issued  on  the  judgment^  or 
where  the  defendent  was  not  deemed  to  be  insolvent,  and  the 
collection  hopeless.  In  every  such  case,  however,  the  recei- 
ver has  made  himself  and  his  sureties  liaUe,  unless  he  shall  be 
able  to  fhow,  on  making  his  final  account,  that  he  has  acted 
fcv  the  best  interests  of  the  creditors,  for  whom  he  acts  as 
trustee. 

In  regard  to  the  fourth  object  of  inquiry  submitted  to  the 
committee,  f*  why  said  receivers  have  not  been  compelled  to 
render  an  account  of  their  proceedings,"  the  committee  aiB 
of  the  opinion,  from  the  facts  before  uem,  that  the  reoervefB 
have  not  refused  to  render  an  account  of  their  proceedings 
when  required  to  do  so  by  the  prtper  authorities.  But  as  it  is 
not  made  the  duty  of  any  public  officer,  to  enforce  an  accoooat 
except  as  provided  for  in  the  29lh,  90th,  Blst  and  82d  sections 
of  the  act,  heretofore  mentioned,  accounts  have  not  been  ieii-> 
dered  by  the  receivers  of  their  proceedings  sufficiently  satis- 
factory  to  the  public  mind,  yet  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  credi* 
tor,  by  filing  a  petition  in  the  court  of  chancery,  to  obtain  an 
order  from  the  court  compelling  the  receiver  to  render  an  tte^ 
count,  and  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  embarrassed 
atate  of  the  times,  rendering  still  more  vexatious  and  taxdv, 
the  collection  of  debts  doe  insolvent  corporations,  (particularly 
<of  the  wild  cat  kind,)  necessarily  protracted  and  vexatious,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  creditors  nor  the  officers  of  govemmeat 
have  more,  promptly  required  receivers  to  render  ao  account 
of  their  progress. 

The  fifth  inquiry  submitted,  **  whether  any  further  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  id  regard  to  the  closing  up  of  these  intftitOF- 
tions,  &c.,"  have  had  under  serious  consideration,  and  after  a 
careful  examination  of  the  laws  in  reeard  to  doang  up  the  a£' 
lairs  of  said  corporations,  and  from  tne  developments  already 
made  of  the  practical  effects  of  these  laws,  your  committee 
are  of  the  opinion,  that  there  are  several  important  particulars 
in  which  further  legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  guard  the 
tfffhts  of  the  creditors,  to  faciUtate  the  final  settlement  of  their 
«^ndrs,  and  to  enforce  tiie  payment  of  the  debts  dnefron  thieiB, 
and  more  particularly  to  compel  the  directors,  mid  stocUid** 
-ders,  when  liable,  to  contribute  to  the  redemption  and  payment 
,of  their  liabilities.  To  meet  these  requirements,  the  oomnit* 
fat  would  beg  leave  to  introdaee  a  bill  as  a  sqbstitttte  for  tbt 
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t       «enate  faSl  recently  eotnmitted  to  them,  embracing  aU  of  the 
proviflions  of  said  bill. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  C.  LEBARON, 

CkairmaiL,' 


[No.  54.] 

Report  of  Special  Committee,  relative  to  the  intor^ 
ference  of  United  States  troops  viiXh  the  constrao* 
tton  of  the  Ship  Canal  around  the  falls  of  de  Stt 
Marie. 

«      

The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  governor's  message,  together  with  the  accompanying  doco!- 
ments,  as  relates  to  the  interference  and  prevention,  by  an 
armed  military  force  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  contemplated  construction,  by  the  state,  of  a  ship  cana} 
around  the  falls  of  de  Ste  Marie,  and  to  report  what  action,  iif 
tiny,  is  necessary  to  be  taken  in  the  premises,  to  sustain  and 
preserve  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
nave  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  re^ 
port:  that  they  deem  it  proper  to  refer  briefly  to  the  great 
importance,  in  a  national  pomt  of  view,  of  the  construction^ 
a  ahip  canal  around  the  falls  of  de  Ste  Marie,  and  to  the  efibrtd 
which  have  been  made  by  the  state  of  Michigan,  in  order  to 
secure  its  completion.  •♦• 

By  reference  to  the  map  of  thftt  region  of  country,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  falls  of  de  Ste  Marie,  constitute  the  only  inir 
pediment  to  the  connection  of  the  vessel  navigation  of  Jakeft 
Superior  with  that  of  lake  Huron,  Michigan  and  Erie.  If  this 
Impediment  were  removed,  no  one  can  doubt,  for  a  moment, 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  giving  a  strong  additional  im- 
pulse to  the  rapidly  increasing  commerce  of  six  states  of  the 
union,  and  one  territory,  whose'  borders  are  washed  by  these 
immense  inland  seas.  It  would  also  affprd  the  means  of  {)iar 
cing  within  the  reach  of  that  industry  and  enterprise  which  so 
emphatically  distinguish  the  age  in  which  we  live,  the  xjp^ 
bounded  Wealth  which  exists  in  the  dense  forests,  in  the  rich 
minerals,  and  in  the  exhaustless  fisheries  of  a  coontry,  the 
Aatural  advantages  and  resources  of  which  seem  to  hav6 
-claimed  so  Httle  of  public  attention  and  regard.  It  would  also 
bring  within  the  reach  of  individual  enterprise,  the  immense 
trade  now  nearly  exclusively  carried  on  with  the  Infdiilns  by  an 
association,  whpse  monopolizing  efforts  and  selfish  purpose^ 
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hfkwe  heretofore  sufiered  no  oompetitioD,  in  ceneeqnence  of  die 

great  wealth  it  possesses,  and  the  immense  power  it  is  enabled 
to  exert 

The  construction  of  the  proposed  canal  would  not  only  pro- 
duoe  the  beneficial  results  to  which  your  committee  hare  al- 
ready briefly  alluded,  but  it  would  be  the  means  of  adding 
largely  to  the  resources  of  the  government  It  cannot  surely 
be  doubted  for  a  moment,  that  if  an  easy  and  safe  aocesa  to 
this  region  of  country  was  afforded,  it  would  impart  great 
additional  value  to  the  public  domain,  as  its  natural  advantages 
and  unbounded  resources  of  wealth  would  necessarily  invite 
immigration  to  its  speedy  settlement  and  improvement  The 
general  government,  too,  would  be  enabled  to  oxert  a  propi- 
iKHis  influence  upon  the  Indian  tribes,  who  have  heretofore  been 
operated  upon  by  influences  which  have  excited  in  their  minds 
feelings  of  distrust  and  hostility.  Relations  too,  of  peace  and 
amity,  could  be  more  easily  cultivated  and  maintained  with 
ibem;  and  philanthrophy  and  benevolence  would  be  greatly 
^ed  in  the  ultimate  effort  of  imparting  to  them,  in  some 
degree,  the  blessing  of  civilization  and  religion. 

To  considerations  such,  as  these,  it  was  confidently  emected 
jby  the  state  of  Michigan,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
jStates  >vould  give  that  attention  which  their  importance  seeoi- 
ed  to  demand,  and  without  hesitation,  underta!ke  the  compie- 
lion  of  a  work  which  would  produce  so  much  individual  and 
national  prosperity.  Her  citizens  relied  upon  the  elevated  libe- 
IP^lity,  and  on  that  wise  and  equal  justice  which  ought  ever  to 
obaracterize  the  councils  of  a  government,  the  avowed  object 
of  which  was  announced  at  its  formation  to  be,  '^  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  to  establish  justice,  to  insure  domestic 
IriMiiguitity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  to  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty."  They 
were  not  unmindful  of  the  large  appropriations  which  were  an* 
nually  made  for  the  continuation  of  the  national  road.  It  was 
^n  undertaking  worthy  the  energies  of  a  great  and  powerful 
nation,  and  will  ever  remain  a  proud  and  lasting  monument  of 
magnificent  liberality  towards  the  states,  which  are  now  reap- 
ing the  benefits  which  must  ever  result  to  a  people  from  such 
sound  and  enlightened  policy.  They  saw  too,  tne  same  prin- 
iCipks  recognized  in  the  adoption  of  that  policy  which  afiords 
the  moans  of  safety  and  protection  to  the  trade  and  commeroe 
p£  the  states,  by  the  construction  of  light-houses,  and  by  the 
ioiprovement  of  harbors.  The  same  enliffhtened  policy  has 
induced  the  erection  of  fortifications  ak>nff  the  Atlantic  frontier, 
and  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  naval  power  to  secure  and 
protect  the  citizen  and  his  property  from  the  horrors  and  de» 
vastation  of  war. 

With  the  Ijiistory  of  the  past  action  of  the  general  govern- 
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HM^tbefiMe  tbem  in  regard  to  matters  of  oatioiial  conesnuneBl 
like  those  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  the  people:  of  MU 
ehigan  had  reason  to  believe  that  '^  that  govenunent  woqldnot 
ke  less  indulgent,  less  liberal  and  less  just  to  a  yoimg  and  fee^ 
Ue  state,  just  entering  the  Union,  under  circamstances  of  pecur 
hmr  eoabarrassaient,  than  it  ivas  or  had  been  to  older  or  larger 
states  of  the  confederacy."         '  ' 

But  it  seems  that  the  repeated  solicitations  of  Michigan  for 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  proposed  canal,  and  the  strow 
and  powerful  reasons  which  emphatically  give  to  it  a  nationid' 
eharaeterr  were  not  regarded  or  duly  appreciated  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  The  state  of  Michigan,  however^ 
satisfied  of  its  importance,  and  of  the  great  and  lasting  benefits- 
wbich  would  result  from  its  completion^  and  notwithstandmg^ 
she  was  then  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  system  of  int^r*^ 
■el  improvements  of  vast  magnitude,  and  attended  with  great 
expense,  resolved,  ^*  unaided  and  aknUj'*  to  undertake  its  ooo^ 
stractioa. 

The  legislature  of  the  state,  having  authorized  the  necessary*; 
surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made,  by  a  competent  engineeiv 
directed  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement  to  proceed 
to  the  letting  of  the  work,  which  was  eflected  on  advantageous 
terms  to  the  state;  and,  as  if  to  place  its  fiual  completion  be-* 
yond  the  probability  of  a  doubt,  the  legislature,  at  its  anottal 
session  of  1839,  actually  aflvanced  to  the  contractors  the  suix^ 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the  internal  improvement  fund» 
The  contractors  immediately  collected  provisions,  implements 
and  men,  necessary  to  tho  effectual  prosecution  of  the  work/ 
and  arrived  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  canal  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1839. 

xhe  committee,  here,  deem  it  proper  to  state,  in  order  that* 
the  subject  matter  of  difference  between  the  state  of  Michigan 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  may  be  fully  and^ 
fairly  understood,  that  the  proposed  canal  around  the  fall^ 
eposses  a  mill  race,  or  trench,  leading  to  an  old  saw  miH,  whioir 
has  not  been  used  for  a  number  of  years,  aod  which  had  be*-^ 
come  entirely  dilapidated  and  useless  long  before  the  month  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

The  kuids  designated  by  the  commissioners,  in  1818,  for  mill** 
tary  purpolkes,  aro  situated  abont  a  mile  east  of  the  saw  mill  in. 
question,  and  occupy  an  elevation  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  be« 
low  the  falls. 

West  of  the  militery  reserve,  and  on  which  fort  Bvady  noW 
stasids,  is  the  flourishing  village  of  Sault  de  Ste  Marie,  near! 
the  head  waters  of  navigation;  and  still  west  of  the  villagsj^'t 
are  the  falls,  past  part  of  which  said  mill  race  was  constructed^ 
ail  situated  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished 
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by  a  treaty  held  by  Gov.  Cass,  ^th  the  ladiau  a(  Sault  de  Sle 
Marie^  in  June,  1820. 

It  i^ppears,  from  the  documents  and  other  evidence  before 
your  cooMBittee,  that,  as  soon  as  the  contractors  had  landed 
their  men,  provisions  and  implements  at  Sanlt  de  Ste  Majie» 
they  were  called  upon  by  Ltr  Root,  acting  assaatant  quarter- 
master at  Fort  Brady,  who  served  upon  the  contractors  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  war  department,  addressed  to  bm^  and 
bearing  date  6ih  March^  1839,  and  which  states  in  aubstaneCr 
^^It  could  not,  it  is  presumed,  have  been  the  intention  of  Michi- 
gan, in  contracting  fen*  the  opening  of  the  CMial  around  the  ra- 
pids oi  the  de  Ste  Marie^  to  interfere  with  the  impit>vements 
made  by  the  United  States  at  your  post/  among  which  ike  mUl 
rati  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  importemoe—^yim  will, 
therefore^  apprise  the  contractor^  that  be  cannot  be  allowed,. in 
the  execution  of  his  contract^  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with 
that  worL"  At  the  same  time  that  the  copy  of  the  letter  al- 
luded to  was  served,  a  notice  was  also  served  by  Lt.  Root, 
dated  Fort  Brady,  May  .12,  1839,  informing  the  contractors, 
that/  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  from  the  war  department, 
il  woula  be  his  duty  '^  to  vUerfere  with  any  u>ork  on  theproject^ 
ed  oanalf  that  might  injure  the  United  States^  mill  race  near  thai 

post:\ 

On  the  same  dav,  the  contractors  returned  an  answer  to  Lt* 
Root,  informing  him,  '*  that  they  were  bound  by  the  state  of 
Michigany  to  excavate  the  canal  within  the .  lines  run  and  laid 
oQt  by  the  chief  engineer,  and  that  they  should  proceed  with 
the  work,  and  coakl  not  allow  water  to  flow  through  the  race, 
where  the  canal  crosses  the  same,  as  it  would  entirely  fruslrate 
the  object  that  the  state  of  Michigan  had  in  view."  To  which' 
sfei  answer  was  returned  by  Capt  Johnson^  commanding  at  Fort 
Brady,  in  which  he  states,  ^^  that  the  proposed  worhconld  not  ^ 
dnpeaceabfy;  that  the  instructions  received  toere  pesitioSy  md 
thdtj  as  much  as  he  regretted  the  impeding  of  .any  work  for  the 
publie  goody  he  luxd  only  to  see  those  insttitetions-  carried  omt  to 
their  full  extent" 

After  the  reception  of  the  letter  of  Capt.  Johnson,  the  con- 
tractors, still  believing  that  their  own  interest,  the  great  import 
tance  of  the  proposed  canal,  and  the  duty  they  owed  the  state, 
required  them  to  prosecute  the  work  until- they  were  prevented 
from  so:  doing  by  superior  force,  commenced  cutdng  timber  on 
the  line  of  canal  and  digging  ditches  for  the^  purpose  of 
drawing  off  the  water  from  the  race,  Capt,  Johnsoh,  (in  the 
language  of  the  contractors,)  ^'  at  the  head  of  his  company, 
fully  armed  atid  equipped,  marched  on  the  ground,  and-rorbid' 
atiy  further  work  on  the  line  of  the  canal  by  the  contractors.'' 

The  contractors  refused  to  obey  the  orders,  and  continued 
the  work.     They  were  c^ain  ordered  to  quit  the  ground,  with 
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the  kondt  undtr  their  employ^  and^  upon  their  refusing  todo:^ 
€2apt<,  John$(m  forcibly  wrested  from  the  forenuniy  the  tnstrufnent 
wiui  which  he  was  at  work,  aiid  then  draoe  the  contractors  [fmd 
ha/ndsfrom  the  line  of  the  canal  and  entirely  put  an  end  to  q^ 
fus^th^  proceedings  on  their  part^  and  forced  Uie  contractors,  tp 
4Mbandon  entirely  the  further  execution  of  their  contract.         t , 

Yoor  oommittee,  in  view  of  these  extraordinary  propeediogsi 
on  the  part  of  the  general  governmeDtf  and  before  aaveriing 
to  the  grieve  and  important  question  involved  in  this  unpleas^i^l 
controversy,  heg  leave  to  refer  to  the  singular  course  that  w^jb 
adopt^  to  noti^'  the  state  of  Michigan,  that  she  could  nqt  prp- 
oeed  with  the  construction  of  the  proposed  canaL  It  ^^peaijs 
froncr  the  correspondence  before  the  committee,  that  the  wi^ 
department  was  informed  by  lieutenant  Root,  of  its  contem-' 
plated  <;aQ8truction  by  the  state,  by  a  letter  bearing  date  14ta 
of  January,  1839,  three  months  before  the  advance  was  mad^, 
•by  the  legislature  to  the  contractors,  of  five  thousand  dollar^ 
ftnd  that  the  instructions  from  the  war  department  tolieutex^" 
.ant  Root,  bear  date  6th  March,  1839,  and  that  the  first  infor- 
mation of  the  existence  of  such  instructions  was  communicated 
J^y  lieutenant  Root,  to  the  contractors,  on; the  12th  of  Mf^yf 
1839,  on  their  arrival  at  Sault  de  Ste  Mairie,  with  the  hands, 
{irovisioos  and  implements  with  which  to  comment  the  wp^li* 

Admitting  the  existence  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  genei^^ 
government  under  any  circumstances  to  interfere  with  $e,prc[- 
jected  work,  (a  pretense  of  right  against  which  yourcommiXtee 
.would  most  solemnly  protest,)  yet  your  committee ce^n^ot  witti^ 
bold  the  expression  of  their  belief,  that  it  was  due  to, the  std^i? 
of  Michigan. as  a  sovereign  and  independent  state,  du^  tp^h^r 
interest  and  welfare  that  she  should  have  been  duly  &|^ti^e^ 
through  the  executive,  that.^e  gpvernfneqt  of  the  rl[r|jt<^i^ 
States  intended  to  interfere  with  the  cQnstr|i^tji,oiPj.of  the  q^^- 
templated  canal.  The  authorities  of  the  federal  goverpinepjt 
aXKttst  have  been  apprised  of  the  intiei:}t^op  of  the  ;9ta.t;e  long  W 
fore  the  reception  of  the  jetter  from  ]^uteaQt,Ko9t,  and^y^ 
^t  ^  word  of  disapprobation  is  hqard  untf  1  the  cQntxaciq^s.,{^^ 
(he  ffround  are  informed  ^'that  the  wfork  could  not  go^oT^geflc^/jf 
bly.  The  state  is  permitted,  in  the  exercise  tp/*\^'h^t.^h^, cop- 
laaened  an  undoubted  right,  to  make  the  oece^ary  ^urvey^  a^< 
impropriation  to  carry  out  her  legislative  /enactmente^and  attj^ 
due  bad,  thrpugh  her  authorized  agei^tsy  commenced  the  yprf^ 
aqd  .inqurrf^  great  expense,  a  peremptory  orde|r  is  issued,.  Vit]9f 
Oltf  npiice.to  the  statei.and.  positive  instr,UQtVfi,g)vepc^jl;o  e^ 
foreei  •  that  order,  if  necessary,  by ,  an  arme^  solmery  a^.  juj^ 
point  of  ^. bayonet.  *.  ,.  .  j^ ^ 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  course  of  ^^ 
Ujtrary  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  goverpmeni,  exhibiu^^ 

leoUess  disr^ard  pf  ibe  pgbts  and  boj^;  f fi  ^NoS^*f^.?i9iff^tiW 
[H.  R.  Doc]  62  f  . 


490  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

chigan,  and  is  unwarranted  by  any  provision  in  the  constitutioo 
of  the  United  states.  It  not  only  inflicits  upon  the  people  gross 
injustice,  but  adds  another  great  cause  of  censure  and  reproach 
to  the  course  which  has  marked  the  policy  of  the  govemment 
towards  the  state  of  Michigan.  It  is  not  yet  forgotten,  that 
Michigan  was  compelled  to  go  into  the  union  by  surrendering^ 
to  a  more  powerful  state,  territory  to  which  her  citizens  be- 
;!ieved  that  she  was  justly  entitled,  and  of  which  they  will  e^«r 
believe,  they  were  unjustly  deprived.  It  was  sufficiently  hu- 
miliating that  she  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  high  and  ele- 
vated stand  she  had  taken,  and  so  nobly  sustained  in  that  con- 
troversy, and  tamely  submit  to,  and  acqniesce  in,  the  condi- 
tions which  were  prescribed  for  her  admission  into  the  I^Dion. 
But  as  if  her  humiliation  was  not  yet  complete,  an  attempt  is 
now  made  by  the  general  govemment  to  trample  in  the  dost 
her  legislative  enactments,  and  treat  with  contempt  the  legiti- 
mate and  constitutional  exercise  of  her  sovereignty.  Under 
the  pretence  of  protecting  as  military  property,  a  trench  or 
race,  which  leads  to  an  old  dilapidated  and  worthless  saw  m3l« 
a  military  force  is  employed  to  interrupt  her  works  of  internal 
improvement,  and  the  officers  of  the  general  govemment  di- 
rected to  dictate  to  the  state  the  mode  and  manner  she  must 
pursue,  in  the  exercise  of  a  right  guaranteed  to  her  by  the  pro- 
visions of  that  constitution  which  confers  powers  on  the  fede- 
ral govemment  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  of  all  the 
states,  but  not  to  cmsh  or  oppress  the  weak  and  feeble.  If 
high  handed  measures  like  these,  to  which  *allusion  has  been 
made,  can  be  justified,  if  the  legislative  enactments  of  sovreiga 
and  independent  states  can  thus  be  'trampled  upon  and  set  at 
naught,  then  indeed  will  the  states  of  this  confederacy  have  no 
rights  to  maintain,  no  honor  to  protect;  then  indeed  will  all 
the  anticipated  blessings  of  our  nappy  Union  be  turned  into 
curses. 

The  committee  would  also  state,  that  they  re^t  that  the 
board  of  internal  improvements  of  the  state,  on  me  receipt  of 
the  intelligence  that  the  contractors  and  hands  were  driven 
from  the  woric  by  an  armed  military  force,  under  the  command 
of  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  should  have  thought  pro- 
per to  censure  the  course  pursued  by  the  contractors,  and  that 
they  should  have  directed  the  engineer  to  assure  the  officer 
commanding  at  Fort  Brady,  and  also  the  acting  assistant  quar- 
termaster ot  that  post,  that  the  mill  race  of  the  United  States 
saw  mill  would  not  be  interfered  with,  by  which  the  same 
would  be  injured,  or  left  in  any  worse  condition  than  it  was 
then  in.  In  thq  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  was  their  impe> 
irative  duty,  to  have  sustained  the  views  and  course  adopted 
and  pursued  by  the  contractors,  and  to  have  entered  of  record 
their  mo^  solemn  protest  against  the  assotnption  of  a  poww 
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fff  the  part  of  thq  general  goyemment,  fraught  with€0ii9eqi]eii*> 
ces  of  such  deep  and  lasting  moment,  not  omy  to  the  rights  ancj 
i^aterests  of  Michigan,  but  the  legitimate  and  proper  exercise 
of  ^er  powers,  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  state^i  and  to 
have  transmitted  the  same  to  the  war  department 

The  adoption  of  such  a  course  would  have  maintained  the 
ibpqor  and  dignity  of  the  state,. and  would  have  repelled  the 
in(<^i^ence  that  the  board  of  internal  improvements  admitted, 
that; the  state,  had  exceeded  her  powers  and  junsdiction.  in 
providing  for  the  construction  of  the  proposed  canalt  and  Uiat 
it  was  right  in  the  war  department  to  consider  the  contractors 
in  the  light  of  trespassers.  Such  a  course,  too,  would  have 
indicated  to  the  general  government,  that,  young  and  feeble  aa 
Alicbigan  now  is,  that  she  knew  her  rights  under  the  constitur 
tion,  and  that  she  would  endeavor  to  assert  and  maintain  tbeoi^ 
at  all  hazard,  let  the  blow  for  their  destruction  come  from 
whatever  quarter  it  might. 

.  The  secretary  of  war,  in  a  communication  to  the  executive 
of  this  state,  assumes  the  position,  that  officers  acting  under 
orders  from  that  department,  were  bound  to  prevent  the  com- 
mission of  any  act,  within  the  limits  of  the  land  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  which  might  prove  injurious  to  the  mterest 
of  the  government,  and  in  doing  so,  in  no  manner  violated  tbe 
(Sovereignty  of  the  state.  Your  committee  do  not  believe  that 
.the  constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  any  provision 
/W)bich.,  will  warrant  the  exercise  of  such  a  powerl  The  only 
j>royision  in  that  instrument  which,  in  the  opinion  of  yoor 
JGonc^ipnittee,  can  apply  to  the  present  case,  or  upon  which  the 
officers  of  tbe  general  government  can  pretend  to  justify  tbf 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  state  of  Michigan,  is  found  ill 
the  8th  section  of  the  constitution.  Among  the  enumerated 
ipowers  which  congress  possesses  under  it,  is  the  ^'ri^ht  to  exr 
.ercise  exclusive  legislation  over  all  places  purchased  by  con- 
/lent  of.  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  the  same  may  be, 
for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenalsi  dock  yards,  and 
other  needful  buildings."  

It  will  be  perceive^  that  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitutioi), 
that  the  rignt  of  the  several  states  to  exclusive  jurisdictioii 
over  the  territory  included  within  tlieir  respective  limits,  was 
plearly  recognized,  and  the  powers  of  congress  to  legislate 
oyer  it,  carefully  restricted.  By  the  terms  of  that  sacred  io^ 
strument,  before  congress  could  exercise  ^'  exclusive  legislatioii 
over  any  particular  district  or  place"  the  consent  of  the  legi»- 
•Jbatofe  ci  the  state  in  which  it  might  be  situated,  was  to  be  ob- 
>tained. 

1  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the  union  upon  an  equal  footing 
*with  the  original  states,  in  all  respects  whatsoever.  And  jf 
ti^  aiusent  of ,  tl|e  .original  states  was  necessary  to.  confer  on 
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dongresb  (he  right  of  exclusive  legislation,  over  a  particular 
portion  of  territory  within  their  limits,  it  would  seem  that  the 
assent  of  new  states,  would  also  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
ttf  conferring  such  powers,  in  order  to  place  them  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in  all  respects  whatso- 
ever. 

The  act  which  provides  for  the  admission  of  Michi^aD  into 
tAe  union,  and  by  virtue  of  which  she  was  admitted,  aeclates 
Vh^t  admission  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states, 
in' all  respects  whatsoever,  shall  not  be  construed  as  conferring 
j^bn  a  state,  any  authority  or  right  to  interfere  with  a  sale 
'by  the  United  States,  of  the  vacant  and  unsold  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  state,  and  that  the  state  shall  not  impose  any 
tat,  assessment  or  imposition  of  any  description  upon  any  <n 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  within  its  limits. 
'  So  far,  then,  as  the  express  reservation  goes,  and  no  farther, 
can  it  be  claimed  that  Michigan  is  controfed  in  her  course  of 
legislation  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  within  her  limits,  or  in 
the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  them;  the  very  exceptions 
"which  were  made  In  an  act  to  provide  for  her  admission,  places 
^hat  question  beyond  all  doubt  or  controversy. 

Your  committee  would  beg  leave  fbrtber  to  say,  that  if  the 
'Jofctrine  embraced  in  the  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  to  the 
Executive  of  this  state,  and  which  has  already  been  referred  to 
fjy  yxyixT  committee,  be  true,  it  will  deprive  the  several  states, 
to  a  gl^at  elctent,  of  the  pxercise  of  a  jurisdiction  which  has 
hevtr  before,  within  the  knowledge  of  your  committee,  been 
'flenied.  So  far  as  the  state  of  Michigan  is  concerned,  in  re- 
'ifercnce  to  the  public  domain  within  her  limits,  she  is  only  pro^ 
liibited  from  interfering  with  its  sale,  or  assessing  any  tax 
Whatever  on  the  same.  With  this  exception,  the  United  States 
'dan  Onjy  hold  the  public  lands  as  an  individual  proprietor  would 
trbid  them,  and  subject  to  the  right  of  general  jurisdiction  on 
-the  part  of  the  state.  If  a  contrary  doctrine  should  prevail,  or 
^f  the  officers  acting  under  orders  from  the  war  department  or 
any  other  department  of  the  general  goyemment,  were  bound 
«tb  prevent  the  commission  of  any  act,  within  the  limits  of  the 
%nds  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  might,  in  then* 
"Opinion  prove  mjurious  to  the  government,  then  indeed  would 
the  states  be  denied  the  exercise  of  a  right  intimately  connect- 
ed, not  only  with  their  prosperity  and  welfare,  but  their  exis- 
4dnce  as  free,  independent  and  sovereign  states.  It  certainly 
^Ul  not  be  pretended  that  the  state  of  Michigan,  or  any  other 
"itefe'of  the  Union,  has  not  the  riffht  to  construct,  within  their 
respective  limits,  whatever  worKs  of  internal  improvement 
Hhcrlegislature  may  see  proper  to  undertake  ;  and  if  this  right 
%B  possessed,  each  state  can  construct,  through  government 
'lands,  canals  and  railways,  and  cut  any  timber,  or  reipove  any 
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other  obstructions  that  might  be  necessary  to  be  removed  in 
order  to  enect  their  completion.  Suppose  it  should,  in  the  es- 
timation of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  be  thought 
that  the  completion  of  the  different  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, now  in  progres  in  this  state,  would  prove  injurious  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  would  th^y  have  a  right  to 
avert  their  further  prosecution  ?  Could  they  deny  to  the  state 
the  right  to  finish  the  central  or  southern  railroad;  because  it 
might  render  less  valuable  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  by 
the  destruction  of  timber,  and  the  use  of  any  other  material 
Ibat  may  be  needed  ?    Most  assuredly  they  could  not. 

The  government  can  claim  no  greater  rights,  nor  any  more 
privileges  than  any  individual  of  the  state,  except  those  that 
are  expressly  constitutionally  reserved  in  the  act  providing  for 
•the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union.  The  property  of 
individuals  can  be  taken  and  used  for  public  purposes,  without 
their  assent,  if  an  adequate  compensation  be  made  ;  and  the 
lands  of  the  general  government  can  also  be  used  by  the  seve- 
ral states,  for  Hke  purposes,  and  with  the  same  restrictions, 
fihless  some  legislative  acts  of  the  state  conveys  to  the  United 
•fitates  the  right  to  exercise  over  it  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
'  •  The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
'iirolutians ': 

J  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
'^e''State  ofJUichigdnj  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  legislature, 
that  the  proceeding  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
kt  flte  Bault  de  Ste  Marie,  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1889,  by 
trhich  the.  contractors  and  hands  at  work  on  the  canal  at  that 
;J)tece,  "^ere  forcibly  driven  from  the  same,  and  compelled  to 
abandon  its  further  construction,  were  unwarranted  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a  gross  violation  of  the 
"rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  state 
of  Michigan,  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to 
repay  to  the  state,  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  the  con- 
'tractors,  together  with  all  the  damages  the  state  has  sustained 
by  rpason  of  the  arbitrary  and  unjust  measures  which  depri- 
•v^  the  state  of  the  right  to  construct  the  Sault  de  Ste  Marie 
canal. 

Jindbe  it  further  resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representa- 
tive in  congress  be  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
tend  to  the  speedy  reparation,  by  the  general  government,  of  the 
mjury  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  the  rights  of  the  state,  and 
that  they  demand  the  re-payment  of  the  money  which  has  been 
expended,  together  with  all  damages  that  the  state  has  sus- 
tained. 

All  of  which  is  re9pectfully  submitted. 

D.  E.  I 
Chairman  of  Sklect  Committee. 
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[No.  56.] 
Special  Message. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlbmen — The  accompanyiDg  document  has  reached  me 
within  the  last  few  days.  Though  not  authenticated  io  the 
isustomary  manner,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  its  genuine- 
ness;  and  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  pubhc  authorities  of 
a  sister  state,  obliges  me  to  lay  it  before  you. 

It  puiports  to  be  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  leg^ 
lature  of  Vermont,  relative  to  the  public  lands;  and  the  scope 
of  them  seems  to  be,  a  request  to  the  delegation  of  that  state 
in  congress,  that  they  cause,  to  be  passed  by  the  national  legis- 
lature, a  law  for  the  distribution  among  the  several  states,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain  ^*  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  deeds  of  cession;"  and  that  ''they  oppose  any  measure 
calculated  to  promote  the  eventual  surrender  of  those  lands  to 
the  states  in  which  they  are  situated." 

This  demonstration  on  the  part  of  Vermont,  unfortunately, 
does  not  stand  alone.  I  have  witnessed,  with  much  regre^ 
recent  and  increasing  evidence  in  several  of  the  '*originsl 
states,"  of  sentiments,  on  this  topic,  less  characterized  by  ao 
elevated  generosity  worthy  of  their  strength  and  our  weakness, 
than  by  a  bias,  which  savors  of  unkind  suspicion  and  of  loosl 
interest 

These  ominous  movements  are  deserving  of  your  coDsidera- 
tion;  and  the  deep  interest  which  Michigan  must  take  in  the 
agitation  of  that  compUcated  and  engrossing  subject,  would 
seem  to  render  proper,  some  exposition  of  its  history  and 
character.  In  behalf  of  those  new  states,  whose  interests 
seem  endangered  by  these  hostile  sentiments,  it  may  be  as- 
sumed, that  every  political  community,  justly  claiming  to  be 
''  sovereign  and  independent,"  must  necessarily  have  the  ri^t 
of  exclusive  control  over  the  territory  which  is  within  its 
actual  limits.  As  a  general  proposition,  this  will  hardly  be 
.  controverted 

Such  a  community  may  construct  roads,  excavate  and  esta- 
blish canals,  levy  taxes,  and  exclusively  regulate,  according  to 
its  own  pleasure,  its  entire  domestic  policy.  As  a  consequence 
of  that  general  proposition,  and  in  strict  analogy  with  it,  it 
..pn^y  also  be  affirmed,  that  every  such  community  may  reclaim 
the  wilderness,  and  of  right  possess  itself  in  full  property,  of 
the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  within  its  acknowledged 
borders.  If  this  principle  were  doubted  of,  it  would  be  sufli- 
cient  to  refer  to  the  history  of  most  of  the  "  original  statesi** 
for  its  illustration  and  entire  recognition.  It  constitutes,  in- 
deed,- the  foundation  of  the  right  uniformly  urged  by  them, 
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both  now  and  heretofore,  to  the  wild  lands  within  their  IhmlB 
respectively.  It  is  the  Htle  by  which  they  hold  them.  Upon 
what  other  principle  did  Virginia  ever  claim  a  profnietary  in* 
lerest  in  the  vast  wilderness,  which,  but  lately,  stretched  west- 
ward firom  the  Allegany  monntains?  Was  it  from  charters  of 
a  British  monardi  1  They  had  long  been  abrc^ted.  Was  it 
.from  the  j^edal  passions  of  her  citizens  1  They  were  not  so 
possessed  But  when  she  asserted  her  independence,  and  the 
cords  wefre  severed  which  bound  her  to  her  parent  governmeiity 
Ibe  .^' crown  lands  *'  she- claimed;  and  she  pointed  to  this  ac* 
^knowledged  attribute  of  sovereignty  for  her  proof  of  righlf  I 
And  Vennontj  too,  whose  resolutions  are  now  before  you,  and 
so  many  of  whose  sons  Michigan  is  now  proud  to  enrol  among 
her  most  valuable  citizens;  did  she  not  also  assert  the  same 
principle;  and  in  a  manner  too  ct^ivalrons  to  be  soon  forgotten? 
What  page  in  her  history  would  she  not  sooner  blot  out  than 
tbat  which  records  the  assertion  of  her  own  indq>endencie; 
aod  her  consequent  seizure  and  appropriation  to  herself  of  the 
-public  domain  within  her  actuiftl  limits'!  The  some  page' also 
recbrds  the  marking  of  her  oum  boundaries  with  her  own  true 
sword^  catting  through  the  royal  '^  deeds  of  cession/'  and  the 
ancient  charters  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire;  her 
apurning  of  the  proffered  seducements  of  the  enemy;  and  then 
Mr  Spartan  firmness,  her  gallant  bearing,  and  her  heroic 
achievements  in  the  common  ^  cause  of  freedom  1  And  who 
will  compute  the  quantity,  or  estimate  the  value  of  those  vride- 
spread  **  crown  lands,''  which  have  been  claimed  on  no  other 
nght,  and  retained  an  no  other  principle^  by  the  Carolinas  and 
Greorgia,  by  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  1  The  continued 
aiid  successful  assertion  of  this  right,  did  not  fail,  indeed,  to 
produce  uneasiness;  nor  was  it  acqtiiesced  in  by  all  the  states 
without  great  reluctance.  Long  prior  to  the  close  of  the  war 
cf  the  revolution,  the  subject  of  the  public  domain  had  become 
the  cause  of  intense  solicitude  and  jealousy*  Soma  of  the 
'atates  ooMained  within  their  actual  boundaries  but  a  small 
amount  of  it;  others  within  their  asserted  limits,  many  miUiotis 
of  acres;  and  since  the  burthens  of  that  war  pressed  heaivily 
upon  all,  alike,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  so  it  wasift- 
sdsted  that  the  eventual  and  contingent  benefits  of  the  struggle 
abould  also  inttre  to  each  alike. 

This  controversy  was  greatly  aggrayated  by  the  fact,  that  the 
claimed  limits  of  the  several  states  were  not  sufficiently  defi* 
ned,  and  interfered  with  each  other;  and  this  perplexity  again 
threatened  to  become  the  cause  of  still  more  dangerous  eonteor 
tion.  To  secure  justice  to  all;  to  quiet  the  prevailing  jealousy, 
and  to  reconcile  so  many  jarring  interests,  as  well  as  to  obtain 
for  itself  available  resources  to  defray  the  ezpenseaof  the  war; 
the  congress  of  the  confisderation,  nepealedly,  and.  most)  ear- 
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fieilly,  prened  its  iiiTitatkms  upoA  those  <^  Ibe  al«le%  efauani^ 
laige  quantities  of  this  domain,  to  cede  it,  in  fit  proportions  for 
the  oommon  good.  As  the  most  operative  ioducemeot  to  anoh 
•cessions;  and  also  that  when  ceded,  those  lands  might  be  ren- 
4bred  the  more  desirable,  and  consequently  be  rendered  mone 
certainly  and  at  an  earlier  period,  available  for  the  purpgscas 
for  whieh  they  were  wanted;  by  early  and  advantageoosssJe^ 
k  was  constantly  avowed  by  that  body,  that  the  tracts  so  to  be 
oeded  should  be  ^4aid  out  and  formed  into  republican  states^ 
and  that  whoi,  by  the  sales  to  be  effected,  a  so^ciemt  popular 
tion  should  be  persuaded  to  settle  them,  they  should  ' w  mi- 
mitted  members  of  the  federal  Uoion,  having  the  aame  njgbts 
of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  Lodependence  as  the  other  stales.'' 
This  condition  and  guaranty  was  invariably  affixed  to  their  in- 
vitations and  acts,  from  177^  to  the  period  of  the  adoption. of 
.the  constitution.  And  it  is  not  immaterial  to  observe,  that  in 
Ibe  ordinance  of  1787,  (so  frequently  referred  to,)  among  die 
articles  of  compact,  made  irrevocable  without  common  co»' 
sent,  provision  was  made  for  the  immediate  formation  of  acof* 
teitt  number  of  states  within  the  territory  ceded  in  accordanoe 
with  those  invitations;  and  that  it  was  further,  in  the  some  so* 
lenrn  instrument  provided,  that,  '^whenever  any  of  said  siaUt 
shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants  therein,  suck  sUOe 
shall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates^  into  the  congress  of  the  Uni- 
fed  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in  all 
respects  whatsoever." 

This  wise  policy,  tended  to  quiet  the  jealousies  of  the  ssia^ 
states^  against  the  future  disproportionate  power  of  these  af 
.larger  dimensions:  It  tended  greatly  to  encourage  the  setlW' 
ment,  and  accelerate  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  by  holding  out 
to  rarchasers,  the  guaranty  of  republican  institutions^,  and  eatJ|r 
inospendenoe;  it  prospectively  established  and  extended  thoee 
piwdples  of  freedom  and  justice,  for  which  all  had  oontandei^ 
and'  it  tended  to  enable  the  general  govemmnnt  to  make  tdhe 
'foiid  so  acquired,  available,  at.  an  early  period,  ibr.  ibke  purpoie 
of  dischar^g  the  public  debt«  If  properly,  construed,  it  veam* 
vedr  also,  the  hazard,  so  much  dreaded  by  Wim  and  able  pBCtgy 
«is^  of  oontinaing  in  the  hands  of  that  general,  goverimieiift  m 
perpetuity,  a  fund,  which,  if  so  retained,  might  retider  rtbattgO' 
vemment  too  dangerously  independent^  the  8tales,'«fiad  of  (he 
people  1 

These  considerations  were  not  void  of  influence,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  Yorkf  Conneeticut  and  .Virginia,  whicfa^  each 
according  to  its  asserted  charter  Hmits^  claimed  to  be  ptoprie* 
tor  of  the  whole,  or  parts,  of  the  old  north- westeni  territorgr, 
respectively  made  their  deeds  of  oession^  Hmiied  and  resirietadf 
acDording  to  the  stipulations  and  conditions  cootained  in  the 
fwolves  and  acts  of  congress  alluded  lo.    And  tbm^  by  the 
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Diakiiig  and  acceptance  of  these  deeds  of  cession,  the  principle, 
which  recognized  in  the  states,  the  right  respectively  to  appro- 
priate the  public  domain,  not  so  ceded,  was  bat  the  more  nrmly 
established. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  states,  members  of  this  Union,  are  no 
loDffer  in  all  respects  ''  sovereign  and  independent."  This  is 
undoubtedly  true — ^many  important  prerogatives  of  sovereignty 
were  granted,  and  most  happily,  to  the  national  government. 
But  was  this  one  among  the  delegated  powers  T  The  *^  origi« 
nal  states,''  are  daily  furnishing  evidence,  by  their  land  pa- 
tents, continually  issued,  and  by  their  constant  legislative  ac- 
tion, that  they  do  not  so  understand  the  constitution.  Now,  if 
any  one  of  those  states  may  have  rightly  exercised,  and  may 
■till  exercise,  those  powers  of  sovereignty,  then  it  may  be  as« 
sumed  that  all  may;  for  it  is  impossible,  I  think,  to  suppose, 
that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  could  have  sanctioned 
any  plan  of  an  unequal  distribution  among  the  several  states, 
of  supreme  power.  Such  anomaly  would  undoubtedly  have 
tended  to  its  own  destruction.  And  the  history  of  its  adoption, 
at  well  as  the  intrinsic  evidence  the  constitution  itself  contains, 
manifestly  shows  the  jealousy  and  caution  with  which  a  just 
and  well  balanced  equality  in  this  respect,  was  sought  to  be 
secured — that  each  state  was  intended  to  rest  upon  <<  the  same 
footing,"  in  regard  to  its  sovereign  powers,  with  every  other 
meml^r  of  the  Union,  and  that  whatsoever  political  capacity 
one  state  might  possess,  every  other  state,  within  its  own  lim« 
its  and  scope  or  action  should  likewise  possess,  seems  to  me 
manifest,  from  the  whole  content  and  spirit  of  that  instrument. 

The  whole  matter,  so  far,  may  be  summarily  presented,  then, 
in  this  shape :  Prior  ^o  the  revolution,  the  unpatented  lands 
were  claimed  by,  and  admitted  to  appertain  to,  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  Why  %  Because  all  sovereign  political 
powers,  within  the  whole  extent  of  its  North  American  pro- 
tinces,  were  concentrated  in  that  government.  When  that 
political  relation  ceased,  and  independence  was  asserted,  the 
property  of  the  **  crown  lands"  followed  the  transfer  of  sove- 
reignty, and  vested  in  those  now  independent  states,  in  which 
tiiey  were  situated;  and  it  did  so,  for  the  reason,  that  they  se- 
verally had  become  free,  sovereign  and  independent,  while 
8^  possessed,  and  possessed  of  immense  tracts  of  those  wild 
lands,  some  listened  to  the  solicitations  of  their  sister  states^ 
and  were  pleased,  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  and  under  the 
stipulations  prescribed,  to  execute  deeds  of  cession,  for  parts  of 
this  public  domain,  to  the  confederation.  The  confederation 
kept  its  faith;  the  ordinance  of  1787,  preceded  by  many  other 
acts  indicating  similar  intentions,  was  passed;  new  states  were 
'Maid  out  and  formed,"  within  the  ceded  country;  colonial 
governments  were  provided  for  them,  and  assurances  were,  in 
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the  most  solemo  form  of  compacts^  irreoocoNey  renewed,  that 
whenever  any  one  of  such  new  states  should  have  acquired 
the  requisite  population,  such  new  state  should,  forthwith,  be 
admitted  into  the  '' federal  union,"  with  all  the  ''same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence,  and  upon  the  same 
footing  with  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy,  in  allret' 
pects  whatsoever"    Intent  upon  the  object  of  rendering  this 
great  fund  available,  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  profes- 
sedly procured,  contracts  were  early  entered  into  with  the 
Ncioto  company,  the  Ohio  company,  and  John  C.  Symmes  and 
his  associates,  for  the  sale  of  many  millions  of  acres;  inuneDce 
tracts  were  designated  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution  ;  and,  without  descend- 
ing to  the  character  of  a  great  land  speculator,  (selling  his 
acres  by  retail^)  whole  townships  were  offered  in  New  xork, 
Philadelphia,   Pittsburg,   and  elsewhere,   at  public  auction. 
Thus  every  indication  was  exhibited,  of  a  wish  to  accelerate 
the  admission  into  the  Union,  of  the  new  states  ''  laid  out ;" 
and  while  it  was  yet  time;  while  sovereign  powef*  for  all  pur- 
poses, was  still  exercised  over  these  new  colonies  by  the  gene- 
ral government;  that  government  evinced  a  constant  desire  to 
effect  sales  of  this  domain  rapidly.    Indeed,  the  conviction 
would  seem  to  have  been  deeply  rooted,  chat  as  it  passed  from 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  with  other,  the  prerogatives  ^ 
sovereignty,  so,  the  proprietary  interest  in  these  ''  unpatented 
lands,"  nowever  acquired,  would  pass  to  the  new  states,  with- 
in whose  borders  they  were,  when  they  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  original  states. 
Congress,  therefore,  withheld  no  encouragement ;  they  inter- 
mitted no  effi>rt,  to  convert  this  vast  property,  by  public  and  by 
Erivate  sales,  and  in  the  shortest  practicable  time,  into  availa- 
le  means  with  which  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  revolution  1   This 
was  certainly  the  course  of  justice  and  of  prudence.    Of  jus- 
tice, because  it  was  admitted,  nay,  more,  it  was /eft  by  all,  that 
the  debt  of  the  revolution  must  be  paidl  Of  prudence,  because 
the  people  and  the  states  could  never  have  consented  to  have 
placed  so  vast,  so  increasing  a  fund,  to  be  kept  for  a  long  and 
indefinite  period,  in  perpetuity,  perhaps,  in  the  control  of  a 
government,  which  might  separate  itself,  and  its  interests,  from 
the  states,  and  the  people,  and  become  independent  of  both  1 
and  because  there  were  then,  amon^  our  soundest  statesmen, 
and  purest  patriots,  those  who  thought  that  there  was  no  legi- 
timate authority,  no  constitution^  capacity,  in  the  general 
government,  to  become  grantees  or  proprietors,  in  any  shape^ 
of  this  vast  domain.     ''  And  yet  all  this  has  been  done,''  says 
Mr.  Madison,  speaking  of  these  cessions,  and  of  the  disposition 
proposed  to  be  made  of  them  by  the  old  congress,  (Federalist, 
No.  38,)  '^  and  done  without  the  least  color  of  ooastitutionftl  aa- 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  490 

thority*  A  great  and  independent  fund  of  revenue,  is  passing 
into  tne  hands  of  a  single  body  of  men,  (the  old  congress,)  who 
can  raise  troops  to  an  indefinite  number,  and  appropriate  mo- 
nev  to  their  support,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time." 

but  "Whatever  may  have  been  thought  formerly,  or  now,  as 
to  the  constitutional  incapacity  of  the  United  States,  either 
under  the  old  confederation  or  under  the  existing  constitution^ 
to  receive  or  to  hold  the  public  domain  while  yet  it  was  a  wil- 
deraess,  it  is  nevertheless,  purchased,  cultivated  and  settled  by 
those  who  have  a  right  to  look  for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge 
helden  out  to  them  by  the  venders;  who  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  who  did  expect,  that  the  country  they  came  to  inhabit 
would  become /re«,  sovereign  and  independent;  who  were  as- 
sured that,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  their  adopted  country  would 
be  admitted  a  member  of  the  Union,  on  the  same  footing,  in 
all  respects  whatsoever,  as  the  "original  states,"    Mminally^ 
Michigan  is  so  admitted;  ostensibly^  she  is  so  declared  by  law. 
But  is  such,  substantially  and  in  truth,  the  footing  on  which 
W£  stand  ?    What  was  the  condition  of  that  beautiml  and  mag- 
nificent country  which  extends  from  Utica  westward  to  the 
shores  of  lake  Erie,  at  the  termination  of  the  revolutionary 
war  ?     It  was  one  wide  spread  waste !    It  was  "  unseated,*' 
**  unpatented/'  **  crown  land."    And  what  has  more  certainly 
or  more  eminently  tended  to  increase  the  vast  wealth,  and 
power,  and  dignity  of  the  *^  empire  state,"  than  her  admitted 
proprietary  interest  in  that  splendid  garden  t    Is  Michigan  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  "  on  the  same  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatsoever "?"     What  enabled  rich  and  powerful  Pennsylvania 
to  sustain  all  the  expenses  of  her  state  government,  during  the 
whole  period  of  her  existence  as  an  independent  commonwealth 
down  to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  her  present  system 
of  internal  improvement,  without  the  necessity  of  a  state  land 
tax  t    What,  but  the  immense  resources  which  she  has  drawn 
from  her  "  unpatented  wild  lands  I"     Is  Michigan  admitted  a 
member  of  this  Union  on  the  same  footing,  in  all  respects  what- 
soever?     Whence,  but  from  her  **  western  reserve,     came  the 
ample  funds  of  provident  Connecticut  1    To  whom,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  adoption  of  the  national  constitution,  belong- 
ed those  uncultivated  acres  which  lead  off",  with  almost  bound- 
less expanse,  towards  the  confines  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick;  and  for  an  intrusion  into  which,  by  a  foreign  pow- 
er, this  nation  is  even  now,  threatened  with  the  miseries  of  a 
national  war  1     But,  if  wars  overtake  us,  and  the  pressure  of 
public  calamity  be  upon  us,  may  wb  also  look  to  the  "  unseat- 
ed" and  **  unpatented"  acres,  that  so  break  the  continuity  of 
our  settlements— that  are  in  the  midst  of  and  all  about  usT 
Yet  the  guaranty  under  which  our  citizens  have  purchased, 
and  domidihtted  themselves  here,  was,  that  Michigan  should  h% 
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admitted  into  the  Unioa  "  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  <mgi- 

nal  states^  in  all  respects  whatsoever  I" 

Of  all  the  rights  that  appertain  to  a  '^  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent state,"  I  know  of  none  more  indisputable  than  that  cl* 
uncovering  the  natural  wealth  of  the  country,  or  facilitating 
its  intercourse,  of  increasing  its  commerce,  andof  encouragkig 
its  a£;riculture  by  the  construction  and  estabhshment  of  roads, 
cansJs  and  railways;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  such  right  that 
draws  after  it  a  correlative  duty  more  imperative.  To  that 
end,  all  the  resources  of  every  sovereign  jpower  maul  be  holdeii 
subservient;  to  that  end,  every  species  ot  property,  and  every 
subject  of  the  government,  should  be  made  to  oontribote  ia 
just  proportion.  This  wise,  just  and  proper  purpose,  Michigan 
has  sought  to  accomplish.  How  has  the  effort  resulted?  Id 
the  exhaustion,  alas,  of  our  means — in  the  prostration  of  our 
hopes — ^in  the  humiliating  failure  of  the  undertaking !  And 
why  this  failure  1  Because  more  than  three^fourths  of  the  r^ 
estate  of  the  country  is  claimed  to  be  beyond  the  readi  of 
taxation  !  These  natural  and  proper  resources  of  the  country 
are  locked  up.  More  than  three-fourths  of  that  property, 
directlv  to  be  benefitted  by  the  operation,  is  holden  to  be  be- 
yond tne  control  of  a  fair,  proportionate  and  compulsive  oob- 
tribution  !  And  the  most  useful  and  legitimate  of  all  the  pow- 
ers of  government,  are  thus  chained  up,  and  a  general  paraly- 
sis overspreads  the  land !  Is  this  just  t  In  the  often  repealed 
resolves  and  acts  of  the  old  congress — ^in  the  deeds  of  cession 
quoted  by  our  brethren  of  Vermont — ^in  the  solemn  and  irrevo- 
cable articles  of  compact,  entered  into  with  us,  and  for  oar 
use,  and  contamed  in  the  ordinance  of  1767,  it  is  declared  in 
every  variety  of  positive  terms,  that  "  the  states  so  formed, 
shall  be  distinct  republican  states,  and  shall  be  admitted  noeoi- 
bers  of  the  federal  union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sovereign- 
tv,  freedom  and  independence,  as  the  other  states."  And  axe 
these  high  attributes  in  our  case  to  be  illustrated  thusi  Why, 
we  may  almost  as  fitly  seek  for  their  illustration  in  the  axmab 
of  the  fabled  Barrataria  of  Cervantes  1 

But  we  are  admonished,  gentlemen,  by  the  Vermont  reso- 
lutions, that  the  '^  deeds  of  cession"  contain  another  clause  ct 
far  different  import;  ''  the  lands  ceded,"  our  friends  assert, 
''  must  be  considered,"  (for  that  the  deeds  of  cession  so  provi- 
ded,) as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  aU  the 
United  States,  members  of  the  federal  alliance,  and  shall  be 
faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

It  may  be  admitted,  I  believe,  that  such  is,  indeed,  the  gene- 
ral scope  of  a  provision,  either  expressly  inserted,  or  by  refe- 
rence, essentially  adopted,  in  perhaps  all  the  deeds  of  ceasioD. 
And  it  would  be  neither  wise  nor  honorable  to  disguise  its  just 
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meabing;  if  it  were  in  our  power  to  do  so,  nor  diminish  its /im- 
and  proper  weight  I  And  if,  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the 
matter,  it 'should  really  be  found  that  our  fancied  sovereignty 
is  a  delusion,  and  our  independence  a  mockery,  still,  in  such  an 
exigency,  we  must  take  counsel  of  honor  only,  of  justice  and 
of  patriotism. 

But  to  determine  the  true  meaning  of  the  provision,  and  the 
proper  influence  which  should  be  given  to  it,  I  hold  it  to  be 
most  certain,  that  we  must  look  at  the  whole  instrument;  we 
must  look  at  the  bearing  of  a//  its  provisions,  and  at  the  bear- 
ing of  these  resolves  and  acts  of  congress  in  reference  to 
which  the  cessions  were  made,  and  the  articles  of  compact,  (to 
wliich  we  have  become  parties,)  and  which  were  based  in  part 
upon  them.  In  such  a  system,  so  important  in  its  consequences, 
and  so  noble  in  its  design,  as  that  which  looked  forward  to  the 
formation  and  establishment  of  the  vast  political  communities 
of  the  west,  nothing  is  unimportant,  and  every  part  of  the  plan 
should  be  made  to  harmonize,  (  by  restraining  or  enlarging  the 
sense  of  the  terms  defining  it,)  with  its  general  and  elevated 
purposes.  Such  a  rule  of  construction  is  applicable  to  all  legal 
instruments;  I  know  of  none  more  useful  where  there  is  any 
ambiguity,  or  seeming  confliction  in  its  terms,  nor  any  more 
manifestly  sanctioned  by  reason,  and  I  cannot  bear  testimony 
in  favor  of  the  ingeniousness  of  those  of  our  Atlantic  brethren, 
who,  discarding  that  most  sound  rule  of  construction,  would 
limit  their  views  to  a  single  provision,  involving  certain  pecu- 
niary interest,  and  in  seeking  to  enforce  it  literally^  as  if  it 
were  in  no  wise  subordinate  arid  subservient  to  a  general  plan. 
Thus  destroying  the  well  balanced,  theoretic  and  practical 
equality  of  the  states;  disabling  the  new  and  weaker  ones, 
from  performing  the  most  important  of  all  the  functions  of  go- 
vernment; excluding  from  them  their  natural  and  proper  re- 
sources, and  absolutely  degrading  the  character  of  their  politi- 
cal existence  I 

Magnanimous  Virginia — ^if  her  claim  to  the  whole  of  the  old 
north-western  territory  had  been  indisputable,  would  never 
have  consented  to  cede  her  right,  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  or 
sheltering  a  people  less  free,  or  less  worthy  of  independence 
than  her  own  children ! 

•  The  American  colonists  had  all  felt  too  bitterly  the  conse- 
quences of  that  colonial  dependency,  which  depressed  their  en- 
terprise, manacled  their  energies,  and  left  them  no  effective 
Cfmtrol  of  the  natural  resources  of  their  country;  to  indulge  for 
a  moment  the  thought  of  extending  and  perpetuating  the  mise- 
ries of  a  similar  system,  over  the  broad  vaJleys  of  the  great 
west  And  who,  with  such  destiny  in  view,  would  have  braved 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  and  all  the  horrors  of  an  In- 
dian warfare  t    Who  would  have  become  purchasers  of  the 
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Uselesg  domain,  if  it  were  not  to  secure  for  themselves  and 
their  children,  habitations  among  the  free! 

The  men  who  constituted  the  congress  of  the  confederation, 
and  who  invited  these  sessions,  who  received  them,  and  who 
enacted  the  ordinance  of  1787,  were  men  of  unsullied  patriot- 
ism,  of  expanded  benevolence,  and  of  far  reaching  thought  In 
the  preamble  to  the  irrepealable  articles  of  compact,  which  are 
embodied  in  that  ordinance,  they  thus  announced  the  leading 
principles,  and  objects  of  the  ''deeds  of  cession  and  of  the  whole 
system,  and  for  e;ctending  the  fundamental  principles  of  cml 
and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis,  wherever  these  re- 
publics, their  laws  and  constitutions  are  erected  to^  and  es-- 
tdbiish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions 
and  governments,  which  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in 
the  said  territory;  to  provide  also  for  the  establishment  of 
states,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their  admis- 
sion to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states,  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  general  interest."    **It  is  hereby  ordained,"  dtc 

Now,  any  construction  of  the  clause  quoted  in  the  Vermont 
resolutions,  that  would  prevent  the  development  of  the  proper 
resources  of  the  state;  any  construction  wnich  would  withhold 
from  all  control  of  the  local  government,  large  tracts  of  wilder- 
ness, breaking  the  continuity  of  our  settlements,  thus  retarding, 
or  at  the  pleasure  or  caprice  of  another  power,  utteriy  and 
forever  preventing  the  advances  of  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  the  state,  any  construction  which  would  withhold 
from  taxation  and  from  all  fair  contribution,  and  for  the  most 
vitally  important  purposes  of  constructing  roads,  canals  and 
railways  over  the  state,  three-fourths  of  the  real  estate  within 
its  limits,  must  be  a  construction  utterly  inconsistent,  not  onJy 
with  the  best  interests  of  our  citizens,  and  with  the  great  pur- 
poses of  all  government,  but  equally  opposed  to  the  spfarit  of 
**the  deeds  of  cession,"  to  the  purposes  avowed  by  the  congress 
of  the  confederation,  to  the  rights  of  the  state  to  regulate  its 
own  domestic  policy  according  to  its  own  pleasure,  and  repug- 
nant to  every  attribute  of  that  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  inde- 
pendence," which  are  guaranteed  to  us,  as  well,  by  the  *'deeds 
of  cession,"  as  by  all  the  resolves,  acts  and  ordinances  of  the 
continental  congress  on  that  subject.  According  to  tech- 
nical rules,  deeds  are  to  be  construed  most  strongly  arainst  the 
grantor,  and  when  third  persons  have  acquired  a  valuable  in- 
terest in  the  subject,  especially  if  the  deed  of  contract  were 
made  with  a  view  to  such  acquisition,  (as  in  the  case  of  the 
purchasing  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  public  domain,)  then  is  the 
writing  to  be  construed  most  favoraoly  for  such  interest;  and 
it  is  a  very  ancient  rule,  that  when  there  exists  a  saving,  re- 
servation or  qualification  in  any  writing,  utterly  inconsistent 
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with  the  main  purpose  of  the  contract,  effect  is  g^ven  to  such 
main  purpose,  and  the  saving  or  reservation  is  deemed  null,  by 
reason  of  the  repugnancy. 

But  without  the  aid  of  technical  rules,  reason  and  common 
sense  would  exclude  all  such  construction  of  any  one  clause  or 
provision,  in  any  general  scheme,  as  would  practically  tend  to 
defeat  its  leading  and  paramount  purposes,  and  would  require 
that  the  sense  of  a  particular  clause  be  so  far  restrained  or  en- 
larged, as  that  the  whole  may  be  made  to  harmonize,  and  the 
general  interest  enforced.  Now,  no  one,  I  think,  can  finish  an 
examination  of  the  resolves  and  acts  of  the  old  congress,  (es- 
pecially those  of  September  and  October,  1780,  of  April,  1784, 
and  the  ordinance  of  1787,)  together  with  the  different  "  deeds 
of  cession,"  without  feeling  convinced  that  it  never  consisted 
with  the  intentions  of  the  parties  to  those  '^  deeds  of  cession," 
that  the  general  government  should  remain  the  perpetual  pro- 
prietors of  the  ceded  domain;  nor  could  it  ever  nave  accorded 
with  the  wishes  of  the  American  people,  that  such  should  be 
the  result.  There  was  nothing  so  fascinating  in  the  poUcy  of 
the  ancient  kings  of  Egypt,  (and  its  present  ruler  had  not  then 
restored  that  policy,)  as  that  the  American  people  should  have 
desired  its  adoption.  Some  period,  then,  was  unquestionably 
anticipated  when  congress  should  become  dispossessed  of  this 

Seat  landed  property.  One  of  the  principle  objects  sought  to 
obtained  by  the  action  of  the  United  States  in  this  matter, 
was  the  erection  of  a  number  of  distinct  republics,  and  the  ex- 
tension and  perpetuation,  over  this  wide  spread  country,  of 
those  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  upon 
which  their  own  governments  were  based.  Could  this  be  ef- 
fected over  a  land  either  uninhabited,  or  inhabited  only  by 
serfs,  lessees  or  trespassers  ? 

Another  motive  which  stimulated  the  action  of  the  confede- 
ration, was  the  existing  jealousy  which  prevailed  on  the  part 
of  the  small  states,  against  the  growing  power  of  the  larger 
ones.  The  retention  by  the  general  government  of  the  im«r 
mense  domain,  could  but  have  changed  the  oiyect^  while  it  in- 
creased the  force  of  this  well  founded  jealousy.  A  third  mo- 
tive which  influenced  the  proceeding,  undoubtedly  was,  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  United  States  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  They  manifestly  hoped  to  convert  the  ceded  public 
lands  into  available  means  to  effect  that  purpose.  This  was 
certainly  a  very  operative  inducement  How  could  effect  be 
given  to  it,  but  by  large  and  immediate  sales  1 

Thus  all  the  avowed  motives  which  induced  the  old  con- 
sress  to  solicit  these  grants  from  the  states,  imply  the  abso- 
lute exclusion  of  all  intention  to  retain  them. 

And,  in  almost  equallv  direct  terms,  the  *'  deeds  of  cession," 
themselves,  precluded  all  such  purpose,  under  defined  condition 
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and  reBtricfioDSy  (of  which  the  most  prominent  have  been  al* 
ready  so  often  alluded  to,)  the  lands  so  ceded  were  hj  the  very 
acts  and  "  deeds  of  cession,"  required  to  be  disposed  qf^  4^. 

The  Uni  ted  States  cannot  rightfully  hold  these  lands  forever, 
for  it  would  defeat  all  the  great  objects  of  the  cession.  They 
must  be  disposed  of,  for  such  are  the  temns  of  the  grant,  and 
the  grantees  must  take  peTfannam  danL 

Within  what  time  then,  should  they  be  so  disposed  oft  witli- 
in  the  life  of  one  generation,  or  should  it  be  within  a  reastmor 
bk  timel  and  what  is  that  reasonable  time  1  The  rule  of  ocm- 
struction  1  have  adverted  to,  (of  so  construing  each  part  and 
clause  of  the  entire  arrangement,  as  that  the  whole  will  stand 
together,)  will  furnish  the  answer.  Neither  of  the  new  states 
can  claim,  of  right,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  until  it  shall 
have  acquired  the  specified  population.  Until  admitted^  it 
possesses  no  inherent  sovereignty;  until  then  the  sovereign 
power  rests  in  congress,  not  only  to  regulate  the  internal  pdi- 
cy  of  the  state,  but  also  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  necessary 
regulations  respecting  the  public  domain.  But  when  the  *'  new 
state"  is  admitted,  (and  it  is  congress  alone  that  can  adnut 
it,)  that  sovereign  power  passes  from  the  general  to  the  local 
government,  and  with  it  as  its  inseparable  incident,  the  right 
to  appropriate  the  waste  and  unpatented  land,  if  any  sudi  re* 
main. 

The  congressional  act  of  admission,  operates  per  se,  as  an 
an  efiectuaf  disposal  of  the  public  unappropriated  wild  lands. 
This  construction  reconciles  the  seeming  inconsistency  of  the 
provisions  heretofore  alluded  to.     It  leaves  with  the  general 

Svemment,  an  ample  and  reasonable  time,  within  which  to 
ipose  of  the  public  lands.  A  failure  to  make  such  a  disposi- 
tion,  on  the  part  of  confess,  cannot  in  justice,  be  deemed  to 
furnish  a  reason  for  withholding,  from  such  admitted  new 
states^  any  of  its  rightful  sovereign  powers ;  fdr  wfaUe  it  re* 
mains  in  its  minority,  it  can  exercise  no  control  in  the  mat- 
ter. 

This  construction  maintains  that  just  balance  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  results  from  an  equal  distribution  of  powers 
among  all  the  states,  members  of  the  Union;  and  while  it  does 
injustice  to  none  of  the  original  states,  it  leaves  with  the  yoiinff 
and  weaker  ones,  those  rights  and  faculties,  the  exercise  <» 
which  is  necessary  in  ordinary  times^  for  their  well  beinff,  and 
the  advancements  of  their  best  interests;  and  in  times  <Hwar, 
or  ereat  public  calamity,  essential  to  their  existence.  And  fi- 
nally, this  construction  enforces  and  gives  effect  to  all  the 
great  objects  and  beneficient  purposes  which  induced  the  cea> 
sion. 

Against  this  construction,  however  consistent  it  may  be, 
with  the  terms  of  the  several  *^  deeds  of  cessioo,"  I  am  awnie 
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fhM  aDother  objection  may  be  urged— 4K>r  has  that  objeclioii 
escaped  the  observation  of  our  brethren  of  the  Atlantio  bor- 
der.  Iii  one  of  the  articles  of  compact,  contained  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  congress,  of  HS?,  a  clause  is  found,  purporting  that 
**the  legislatures  of  t|iose  districts,  or  new  Mtaies^  shall  never 
interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  by  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations  conh 
gress  may  find  necessary,  for  securing  the  title  m  such  soil  to 
the  bona  fide  purchasers,"  &c* 

It  ought  to  be  conceded,  that  in  any  attempt  to  asoertaia 
and  adjust  the  respective  rights  and  relative  condition  of  the 
states,  and  of  all  tne  parties  in  interest,  in  the  subject  matter 
of  these  *^  deeds  of  cession,^  all  contemporaneous  or  prior  acts 
of  congress,  relative  to  the  same  subject,  and  especially  the  or* 
dinance  of  1787,  are  to  be  taken  into  view;  yet,  I  indulge  the 
belief,  that  the  objection  which  this  clause  interposes  to  the 
construction  contended  for,  upon  further  consideration,  will 
not  be  found  insurmountable. 

Nothing  is  more  certainly  essential,  in  every  attempt  to  aiv 
rive  at  a  true  construction  of  a  law,  or  of  any  proposition,  than 
an  accurate  comprehension  of  the  meaning  cf  terms.  And  con- 
sidering the  changes  to  which  all  living  languages  are  subject, 
it  may  be  as  necessary,  under  circumstances,  to  look  at  the 
liffie,  when  an  emphatic  term  is  used,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
true  sense  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken,  as  at  the  subject  matter 
treated  of.  The  term  ''  states,"  or  '*  new  states,"  when  found 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  in  acts  of  congress, 
passed  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  that  instrument  impUes 
apoUtical  community,  which  with  the  exception  of  certain 
enumerated  lunitations,  and  q[iecificaUy  delegated  powers^  is  in 
the  most  extended  political  sense,  fret,  9ot>ermm  and  vndepenf^ 
^bnt;  a  community,  too,  which  is,  of  itself  an  admitted,  consti* 
tnent  part  and  member  of  the  Union.  Such  is  the  technical 
meaning  given  to  the  term  by  the  constitutioo,  and  in  that 
strict  and  constitutional  sense,  it  must  be  tahen^  in  all  laws  and 
acts  of  government,  passed  since  the  adoption  of  that  constitu- 
tion. But  the  same  term,  when  used  fre/ere  the  adoptionc^  tfa^ 
constitution,  and  by  all  writers  on  pubhc  law,  implies  no  such 
powers,  limitations  no  faculties,  but  in  a  very  undefined  extent, 
implies  merely  '^apolitical  community."  The  district  of  Co* 
kmbia,  *'  acccnrding  to  the  definitions  of  writers  on  general  law," 
was  admitted  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
**K  state;"  but  the  same  high  authority  determined,  that  in  view 
of  the  iechniciU  meanii^  given  to  the  term  by  the  constitution, 
that  district  was  not  a  **  state,"  and  could  not  be  comprehend 
ded  by  that  term,  when  used  in  acts  of  congress,  passed  since 
its  ndoptim).    (2  Era,  4S2.) 

[H.R.  Doc.J  64 
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Now,  the  ''deeds  of  ces^on,"  the  resolves  and  acts  of  the 
old  congress,  which  led  to  them,  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  in 
all  of  which  the  term  is  used,  were  ait  passed  long  before  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution;  thus  rendering  it  impossible  that 
the  term  ''  new  states,"  contained  in  the  clause  of  inhibition 
referred  to,  should  have  been  used  in  that  constitutional  sense, 
which  was  not  imparted  to  it,  until  nearly  two  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  ordinance.  The  matter  bein^  thus  far  disembar* 
rassed  of  difficulty,  it  remains  to  inquire  if  tne  term  were  used, 
in  any  Mtue,  which  would  preclude  the  construction  contended 
for  in  behalf  of  the  ''new  states t"  It  is  believed  not.  Both 
the  '^  deeds  of  cession,"  and  the  ordinance,  plainly  intend,  that 
the  new  states  should  be  created,  long  before  their  admission 
into  the  Union,  would  be  competent  or  desirable.  It  is  provi* 
▼ed*in  the  fifth  of  the  permanent  articles,  "  that  there  shall  be 
formed,"  &c.,  "  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  states,^ 
&c.;  and  "whenever  any  of  the  said  states  shall  have  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants  therein,  such  state  shall  be  admitted,"  &g. 
Their  existence  as  "  states"  is  thus  supposed  during  the  whole 
period,  from  the  time  the  settlement  of  the  country  common* 
ces,  to  the  time,  however  remote,  when  they  shall  havo  attained 
the  requisite  population. 

But  if  doubt  should  still  remain  on  this  point,  a  reference  to 
the  language  used  in  the  act  of  the  23d  April,  1784,  it  is  belie- 
ved will  fully  remove  such  doubt.  The  term  "  state"  is  there 
directly  applied  to  the  communities  in  every  grade  of  their  po- 
litical existence,  prior  to  their  admission,  so  that  there  can  re- 
main no  fair  ground  to  presume  that  the  term  "  new  states" 
was  used  in  any  exclusive  signification,  or  with  special  refer- 
ence to  such  states,  after  they  should  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Union.  But,  on  the  contrary,  no  room  for  doubt  can  remain, 
bnt  that  it  was  used  in  its  most  general  and  indefinite  sense, 
and  that,  consequent!  v,  a  fit  occasion  is  presented  for  the  appli- 
cation of  that  rule  o^  construction  by  which  the  import  of  a 
general  term  or  clause  is  to  be  restrained  or  extended,  upon 
reference  to  every  other  clause,  and  to  the  whole  context;  and 
the  restriction  t>f  the  inhibition  to  the  states  as  they  existed 
under  the  ordinance,  and  prior  to  their  admission  as  members 
of  the  Union  under  the  constitution  seems  strongly  enforced  by 
the  consideration  that  the  constitution  is  paramount  in  authori- 
ty, to  the  ordinance;  that  the  ordinance  can,  in  fact,  impart  no 
actual  power  to  the  states,  but  that  it  is  alone  to  the  eonstUu- 
Hon  that  we  must  look,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  powers  and 
the  restrictions  upon  the  powers  of  the  state,  members  of  the 
Union, 

There  is  another  feature  in  the  character  of  this  matter, 
which  our  eastern  brethren  seem  to  have  overlooked;  such  of 
them,  at  least,  as  would  claim  rights  here,  founded  upon  the 
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<*  deeds  of  ceasion/'  It  is  this:  that  ho  part  of  Michigan  ever 
constituted  a  part  of  any  one  of  the  ceding  states.  That  Micbi* 
gan,  and  every  part  of  Michigan,  ever  was,  since  its  first  dis* 
covery  by  Europeans^  and  always  continued  to  be  a  part  of  Ca- 
nada, both  before  and  after  the  peace  1763,  is  a  proposition 
which  needs  no  evidence  to  support  it  here.  The  monuments 
of  itfl '  former  proprietors  and  possessors  crowd  too  thickly 
about  us,  and  all  about  us,  to  leave  such  a  matter  in  doubt; 
nor  is  it  at  all  necessary,  for  our  better  satisfaction  in  that  par- 
ticular, that  we  should  go  back  to  the  diplomatic  bureaus,  or 
the  international  negotiations  of  either  France  or  England,  to 
ascertain  tliat  fact  True  it  is,  that  the  very  ancient  charters 
of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia,  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
may  have  purported  to  comprehend  parts  of  that  which  is  now 
Michigan.  And  it  would  perhaps  be  more  difficult  to  deter- 
mine which  of  these  ancient  conveyances  do  noty  rather  than 
which  of  them  in  terms  do,  include  the  whole  country.  Thej^r 
all,  I  believe,  continue  westwardly  until  they  severally  termi- 
nate in  the  Pacific  ocean !  And  why,  the  modesty  of  the  mo- 
narchs  of  England  should  have  restrained  them  from  going 
further,  may  present  a  grave  question  for  antiquaries  to  decide  I 
But  I  have  never  learned  that  Virginia  has  made  claim,  on  that 
ground,  to  California,  or  any  part  oi  Mexico;  or  thai-Connec- 
ticut or  Massachusetts  ever  exercised  jurisdictional  powers  at 
Astoria!  Though  the  claim  of  France  to  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio,  as  a  part  of  Canada,  or  an  appendage  to  it  was  disputed; 
yet  I  have  never  learned  Ihat  her  claim  to  Detroit,  Chicago, 
Michilimackinac  or  the  Sault  de  Ste  Marie  was  ever  contested 
by  Great  Britain  or  her  provinces,  until  the  whole  of  Canada 
was  taken  from  her  during  the  war  which,  terminated  by  the 
treaty  of  1768.  But  it  seems  of  little  moment  to  dwell  longer 
upon  this  particular  branch  of  the  subject  here.  The  *'  crown 
lands^'  of  Michigan,  as  well  as  the  ^'  crown  lands"  of  Georgia 
and  of  Maine,  had  been  won  by  the  coarage  and  the  perseve* 
ranee,  the  blood  and  the  treasure,  the  sacrifices  and  the  nego- 
tiations of  our  common  ancestors;  the  great  and  good  men  of 
the  revolution  !  As  this  vast  domain,  scattered  as  it  was,  over 
most  of  the  states,  was  obtained  by  the  joint  effort  of  all, 
so  it  WES  insisted  by  Maryland  and  Rhode  Island,  Delaware 
atnd  New  Jersey,  that  they  should  be  holden  for  the  joint  bene- 
fit of  all.  But  the  doctrine  did  n&t  prevail,  Jill  the  other 
^original  states"  opposed  it;  and  each  resting  upon  its  own  ba* 
818  or  *'  sovereignty  and  independence,"  asserted  and  iTiiM^afiH 
editB  ovm  exclusive  right  to  that  which  was* within  its  own 
proper  borders. 

But  gratitude,  honor,  and  every  good  motive,  required  that 
the  d^t  of  the  revolution  should  be  paid.  The  ceding  states 
contrimted  of  their  abundances.    The  ^  deeds  of  cession"  werb 


508  HOUSE  DOCUlf£NT& 

given;  an4  the  old  north-western  territory,  instead  of  becom- 
ing the  future  theatre  6n  which  to  oontest  the  indefinite  and 
conflicting  tides  of  powerful  states,  was  destined  to  add  te  tba 
constellation  of  independent,  sovere^  and  hapny  repuUicB ! 
But  when  will  that  destiny  be  fully  acoomplisbedY    When  will 
the  states,  peopled  and  built  up  under  the  guaranties  of  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  be  let  into  the  full  exercise  of  all  that  "sove- 
reignty and  independence,"  which  distinffuished  the  prood 
eminence  of  the  ^'  original  states  t"    The  debt  of  the  revolu- 
tion is  now  fully  cancelled.     Its  officers  and  soldiers,  alwanrs 
objects  of  veneration  and  love  of  the  whole  American  people^ 
have  also  been  otherwise  remembered  in  the  distribution  of 
the  public  domain*     And  now,  why  are  the  same  rights  and 
sovereign  powers  that  were  recognized  as  existing  in  the  older 
members  of  the  Union,  withholmn  from  those  states  which 
have  become  established  within  the  old  north-western  territo- 
ry, and  have  been  received  into  the  American  fieunily  t    Mi- 
chigan is  nominaUy  admitted  a  coequal  member  of  the  Union. 
As  it  becomes  her  to  do,  she  seeks  to  advance  the  oommeroe 
and  the  agriculture  of  her  people;  and  by  the  construction  of 
roads,  canals  and  railways,  to  disclose  the  capabilities  of  her 
fertile  soil — to  develope  and  bring  into  active  usefulness,  the 
latent  wealth  of  her  country.    But  it  is  in  vain  I  an  inter^ei  ts 
upon  her !     Her  resources  are  under  the  seal  of  the  nation  1 
and  now,  that  new  interests  have  grown  up,  and  the  balance  dk 
tered,  the  repudiated  reasoning,  and  the  repudiated  jNrojeets  of 
sixty  years  ago,  are  revived.    An  agrarian  distribution  of  the 
*^aste — unpatented "  **  crown  lands,"  is  again  the  subject  of 
discussion  1    And  should  the  dignity  of  state  pride  continoe 
more  and  more  to  fade,  before  we  brighter  and  broader  effiil- 
gence  of  national  power  t    And  should  the  theories  of  other 
years  be  overturned,  and  {principles  change  vrith  the  times,) 
should  a  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  or  their  proceeds  be 
now  enforced  in  favor  of  ail  the  states,  it  will  be  at  least  iih 
cumbent  upon  the  new  states,  to  insist  that  the  system  be 
made  co-extensive  with  the  reasons  upon  which  it  purports  to 
be  based,  and  the  justice,  then,  of  comprising  in  the  fund,  to  be 
divided,  all  that  were  *'  unseated  crown  lands,"  at  the  dose  of 
the  revolution,  wheresoever  the^  may  be  situated,  will  not  be 
lost  sight  of.    Many^  millions  of  these  acres,  in  the  soathon^ 
in  the  central,  and  in  the  northern  states,  have  been  disposed 
of  and  sold  by  the  states,  within  whose  borders  they  were,  and 
their  proceeds  made  to  sweU  the  coffers  of  those  states.    Many 
millions  still  remain  unsold.      If  the  principle  of  distribotion 
be  enforced,  shall  it  not  be  made  applicable  to  all,  for  which  all 
alike  contend  T     FTAo  were  they,  by  whose  efforts  they  were 
obtamed  f     Were  they  not  our  fathers,  too,  as  well  as  the  fa- 
thers of  those  who  never  ventured  in  the  great  west !  And  slud 
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-m^  be  dkinberited  because,  by  the  enoouragemeDt  of  oar  pt* 
rents,  we  left  the  homes  of  our  infaDcyT  Because  ^¥e  waude* 
red  from  the  confines  of  our  native  state  1  The  sense  of  jus- 
tice— ^the  generous  feelings  of  the  American  people^  could  not 
enforce  so  invidious  a  distinction^  If  our  brothers  of  the  At- 
lantic states  have  received  an  '^  advancement,"  will  it  not  be 
brought  into  the  account?  If  the  ^'original  states"  have 
gro'wa  rich  and  powerful  bv  the  aid  of  the  '*  crown  lands"  with- 
in their  borders,  will  not  the  whole  be  thrown  into  a  common 
fuQd  before  they  enter  (for  a  distributive  share  of  the  whole  of 
the  parternal  estate,)  into  the  confines  of  those  '*  new  states,^ 
which  they  promised  to  place  on  the  ''same  footing,"  with 
tbeniselves  1 

To  vrfaatsoever  decisions  may  be  made  of  these  momentouv 
questions,  we  shall  owe  the  most  respectful  deference;  and  with 
whatsoever  severity  it  may  bear  upon  us,  if  that  decision  should 
be  sustained  bv  the  public  opinion,  by  the  general  sense  of  the 
nation,  it  would  be  as  unwise  as  it  would  be  hopeless,  to  contend 
against  it;  but  happily  for  us,  the  question  is  still  unsettled  be- 
fore the  American  people.  There  are  probably  no  covern^ 
ments  upon  earth  more  subject  to  the  influences  of  public  opin- 
ion, than  ours  are.  Public  opinion  forms,  indeed,  the  basis  upon 
which  all  our  institutions  rest;  it  is  their  cement,  too,  and  their 
only  strength.  To  that  public  opinion  we  may  still  appeal,  and 
the  effectual  mode  to  secure  its  success,  is,  by  our  own  candor. 
to  dislodge  from  the  public  mind,  those  prejudices,  which  local 
feeling  and  local  interests  so  commonly  produce.  During 
some  years  past,  this  subject  has  occasionally  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislatures  of  most,  perhaps  oi  all,  the  ''  original  " 
states."  Views  suited  to  advance  exclusively  their  interests, 
have,  from  time  to  time  been  presented;  and  in  the  popular  ad- 
dresses and  newspaper  publications  of  the  Atlantic  states,  the 
selfish  and  sordid  feelings  of  our  nature  are  too  frequently  in- 
voked against  us;  white,  on  the  other  hand,  no  full  exposition 
of  the  claims  of  the  new  states,  and  of  the  principles  upon 
which  they  must  rest,  seems  to  have  been  attempted  by  the 
leinslatureis  of  our  sister  states  of  the  west  It  is  not  favora- 
ble  to  justice  that  the  public  mind  should  be  thus  pre-occupied 
by  partial  views,  and  expositions  so  strongly  tinged  by  local 
feelings.  It  is  from  such  considerations  that  I  have  not  been 
willipg  to  lay  before  you,  the  resolutions  of  Vermont,  without 
comment,  nor  without  presenting  to  you  some  general  views  of 
the  whole  subject,  and  some  expositions  which  may  tend  to  ad- 
vance our  own  peculiar  interests. 

Those  I  here  present,  may,  perhaps  be  obnoxious  to  the  criti- 
cism I  have  ventured  to  apply  to  others,  that,  viz:  of  being 
tinged  by  local  interests !  But  considering  the  grounds  that 
have  bean  taken  elsewhere,  an  aUempt  to  ^iUt  the  character 
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of  oat  claims  in  a  more  favorable  aspect  than  that  in  wfakli 
they  have  been  viewed  by  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  *'  original 
states,"  will  not,  1  hope,  be  considered  as  deserving  of  cen- 
sure. 

There  are  some  topics,  connected  with  the  subject,  to  ^^rhich 
I  have  not  here  adverted;  but  which,  in  any  genera]  view  of  it, 
are  essential  to  be  considered.  The  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
is  not^  perhaps,  of  this  description.  The  reiterated  assertion, 
that  the  purchase  of  that  ^reat  country,  cost  the  nation  some 
ten  or  twelve  millions  of  ddlars:  and  that  the  states  collective^ 
ly  ought  not  to  incur  the  loss  of  so  large  a  sum,  for  the  pecu- 
liar benefit  of  the  four  or  five  new  states  which  may  ultimately 
have  been  created  there,  affords,  I  think,  no  just  argument 
against  the  more  ancient  expectations  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan. The  learned  and  able  statesman,  under  whose  auspices 
that  purchase  was  negotiated,  is  well  known  to  have  entertain-* 
ed  the  opinion — ^in  common  with  toany  others — that  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  necessary,  in  order  to  warrant  the  procedure.  And  if 
the  nation  were  so  far  indiscreet  as  not  to  make  appropriate 
provision  for  its  own  security,  in  all  respects,  I  cannot  perceive 
any  just  influence  such  omission  can  have  upon  anterior  rights. 
But  the  particular  topics  to  which  I  now  allude,  are  some  that 
have  already  been  made  the  subject  of  attention  at  a  former 
session;  and  are,  perhaps,  sufficiently  spread  out  upon  the  ar- 
chives of  the  legislature.  Among  the  senate  documents  of 
1838,  will  be  found  a  report  of  the  committee  on  state  a&irs^ 
(No.  32J  *^  relative  to  tne  application  of  this  state  for.dona* 
tions  of  lands  for  internal  improvements,^'  &c.  The  principal 
subject  of  this  communication  is  there  incidentally  brought  in- 
to discussion.  The  sentiments  contained  in  that  report,  reoei- 
ved,  I  believe  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  body  to  which  it  was 
made;  and  the  resolutions  appended  to  it  passed  both  houses. 
The  leading  proposition  contained  in  thu  communication,  are 
to  be  found,  with  others,  in  a  more  condensed  form,  there. 
Without  attempting  any  further  recapitulation  of  the  matter 
contained  in  that  report,  I  venture  to  solicit  your  renewed  at- 
tention to  the  views  there  presented;  with  the  further  recom- 
mendation that  the  same  matters  be  again  and  earnestly  pressed 
upon  the  attention  of  congress  by  you,  with  such  qualifications 
and  additional  views  as  your  best  judgment  may  approve. 

Although  I  have  much  confidence  in  the  soundness  of  there- 
flections  I  have  now  submitted  to  you,  concerning  those  theo-i 
retic  principles  of  our  government,  whkih  are  involved^  in  the 
consideration  of  the  title  to  the  public  domain,  and  coaceming 
the  construction  I  would  put  upon  the  ordinance  of  178*3';  and 
although  I  have  much  reason  to  feel  assured,  likewise,  that  at 
the  period  of  the  admission  of  Ohio  as  a  member  of  the  Union, 
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many  of  our  most  able  statesmen  entertained  the  opinion,  that 
upon  the  admission  of  that  state,  the  unpatented  public  domain 
within  its  limits,  would  unavoidably  pass  from  the  control  of 
congress,  to  such  newly  admitted  state;  yet,  gentlemen,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  recommend  that  you  should  now  take  meas- 
ures, founded  upon  such  opinions,  (although  you  should  fully 
concur  in  them,)  with  a  view  to  enforce  the  claim  they  indi- 
cate*  We  know  that  great  and  good  men  have  entertained  a 
Cerent  belief.  We  know  that  a  contrary  hypothesis,  has 
practkally  obtained  for  many  years.  These  considerations 
should  lead  us  to  look  with  some  distrust  upon  any  process  of 
reasoning  which  should  lead  us  to  any  conclusion,  opposed  by 
such  autnorities. 

We  know  that  the  public  mind  in  the  "original  states,"  is 
not  prepared  to  witness  with  complacency,  the  bold  assertion 
now,  of  such  a  claim;  and  after  all,  the  "original  states"  are 
our  states;  it  is  our  "fatherland,"  and  the  honor  of  our  fathers! 
and  vain  and  false  is  that  philosophy  which  would  admit,  that 
time  or  distance,  or  any  but  the  most  powerful  cause,  can  sever 
that  cord  which  fastens  our  affections  to  the  land  that  gave  us 
birth !  Nothing  cdn  separate  the  affections  of  the  new  states 
from  the  old,  but  a  deep  sense  of  injustice;  continued,  perse  Ber- 
ing injustice !  Michigan  has  suffered  wrong;  wrong  has  been 
done  her  on  her  southern  border,  and  on  her  northern;  while 
in  all  her  counties  her  enterprise  is  cramped,  her  energies  are. 
paralysed  and  her  resources  are  locked  up  in  the  public  domain ! 
But  she  is  not  yet  driven  to  the  wall!  She  loves  the  Union, 
and  will  adhere  to  it;  she  knows  the  intelligence  of  its  people, 
and  has  every  thing  to  hope  from  its  justice;  she  respects  the 
firmness  of  congress,  and  trusts  that  no  such  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  will  be  sanctioned  by  that  body,  as  may  prejudice 
the  just  rights  of  Michigan.  Her  people  have  admired  the  ele- 
vated policy  and  disinterested  patriotism,  which  have  so  often 
distinguished  the  councils  of  the  American  congress;  and  there- 
fore cannot  believe  that  they  who  were  premised  that  their  state 
should  be  placed  "on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  states 
in  all  respects  whatsoever,"  can  mucn  longer  be  made  to  con- 
tinue the  victims  of  a  system,  which  practically  renders  use- 
less, all  the  natural  resources  of  their  country;  which  prevents 
the  advance  of  its  agriculture  and  its  commerce;  which  not 
only  inhibits  her]  from  reclaiming  and  appropriating  to  any  of 
the  useful  purposes  of  society,  the  waste  and  "unseated  lands 
throughout  her  limits,"  but  from  taxing  them  for  any  purpose; 
and  which  fatally  closes  her  door  a^nst  all  progress  in  her 
system  of  internal  improvement  7  To  remove  evils  such  as 
these,  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  us;  and  I  most  cer- 
tainly entertain  a  very  sanguine  belief,  that  a  presentation  by 
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yotu  to  congress,  of  these  grievanoesi  would  be  atteoded  hf 
the  most  favorable  consequences. 

WM.  W00DBRID6E. 
ExeeuUve  Office^  March  7,  1840. 


Resolutions. 

Resolved^  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqn'esen.taiioeSf  That 
our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and  our  represeiitatives 
requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  which  shall  provide  for  a  just  distribution  aniong  the  seve- 
ral states,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  agreeaUv  to  the 
terms  of  the  deeas  of  cession,  which  provide  that  the  iands  so 
ceded,  **  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  United  States,  members  of  the  federal  alii" 
ance,"  ''  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever," 
and  to  oppose  any  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  eYeataal 
surrender  of  these  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situa- 
ted, which  would  be  entirely  repu^ant  to  the  condition  of 
these  grants,  and  contrary  to  that  principle  of  equal  and  exact 
justice  which  should  characterize  all  the  dealings  of  the  general 
government  with  the  several  states  of  the  Union. 

Resohedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  That 
the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  coi»- 
gress,  and  to  each  of  the  governors  of  tne  states^  with  a  r»> 
quest  that  they  present  it  to  the  legislature  of  their  respective 
states. 


State  of  Vermont : 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  resolutioas  passed 
by  the  legislature  dT  said  state,  at  their  session  in  October,  A. 
D.  1889. 

C.  L.  KNAPP, 
Secr^ary  of  S^ate. 
Sbcrbtary's  Office,      ) 
Mimtpelier^  Mv.  20,  1830.  ) 


r 
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[No.  66.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement, 
upon  the  petition  of  William  Bronson,  and  others, 
contractors  on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  William  Bronson  and  others,  contract- 
ors on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  report: 

That  from  the  best  information  the  committee  can  get,  they 
find  that,  of  the  sixteen  petitioners,  who  represent  themselves 
contractors  on  said  canal,  four  of  them  are  not  contractors; 
that  one  of  them  after  making  to  the  commissioners  a  fruitless 
attempt  to  get  an  advance  on  his  contract,  formally  surren- 
dered the  same,  but  subsequently  sold  and  assigned  his  con- 
tract without  the  permission  of  the  board  of  commissioners— 
this  in  February,  1839;  and  since  that  time,  neither  the  assignee 
or  assignor  have  been  considered  contractors  by  the  commis- 
sioners. That  the  contractors  on  this  work,  in  consequence 
of  the  failure  of  the  state  bank,  were  not  paid  for  their  work 
done  in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  1839,  until  April; 
and  for  the  work  done  in  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June, 
they  were  paid  by  drafts  on  John  Ward  &  Co.,  in  New  York, 
in  the  month  of  July,  made  payable  1st  November.  The  months 
of  July  and  August,  were  paid  by  the  warrant  of  the  auditor 
general.  The  estiifnates  for  September,  October  and  Novem- 
ber, were  paid  in  the  month  of  December  in  like  manner;  and 
the  estimate  for  December  and  January,  1840,  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  committee  doubt  not,  but  some  of  these  petitioners  may 
have  a  good  claim,  growing  out  of  deferred  payments,  and  that 
others  of  them  have  no  claim  either  in  justice  or  equity;  and 
they  are  informed  at  the  office  of  the  board  of  internal  improve- 
ment, that  all  of  their  contracts  have  expired  by  limitation. 
The  committee,  under  the  belief  that  ample  relief  to  the  inju- 
red contractors  will  be  provided  by  the  passage  of  the  internal 
improvement  bill^  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  petition. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  HOWARD,  Chairman. 


i 


[H.  R.  Doc.]  65 


s 


514  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

[No.  67.] 

Report  of  the  Minori^  Committee  on  Five  Million 

Loan. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  certain  inquiries  relative  to  the  five  million  loan,  dif- 
fering from  the  majority  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  should  be  treated  by  your  committee,  make  the  follow- 
ingreport: 

The  subject  referred  to  the  committee,  is  one  which  has  long 
and  deeply  interested  the  public  attention.  It  embraces  a  ne- 
gotiation of  a  difficult  and  important  character,  throwing  heavy 
responsibilities  on  the  officer  to  whom  it  was  entrusted,  and 
involving  the  highest  interests  of  the  state.     A  clear  and  pro- 

r  understanding  of  the  subject  is  due  to  the  people,  as  well 
or  their  information,  as  it  is  an  act  of  justice  to  all  parties  con- 
nected with  the  negotiation. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  the  undersigned,  nor  is  it  their  in- 
tention, to  reflect  upon  political  parties  or  individuals,  without  the 
walls  of  this  house.  But  they  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
the  high  tide  to  which  party  strife  has  heretofore  extend[ed,  has 
unfortunately  attachea  a  taint  to  the  credit  of  the  state,  and 
cast  imputations  where  justice  did  not  authorize  it     The  ne- 

S^tiation  of  this  loan,  was  a  measure  vitally  connected  with 
e  great  interests  of  the  state.  It  was  a  measure  upon  which 
was  based  the  fabric  of  our  system  of  internal  improvement; 
and  the  agitation  of  the  subject  for  political  purposes,  has  ten- 
ded to  misdirect  public  opinion  abroad,  and  has  seriously  jeopar- 
ded the  public  welfare.  It  was  a  question  of  a  purely  financial 
character,  difficult  in  its  consummation,  trammeled  by  the  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  should  have  been 
regarded  by  all  parties  as  too  kacred  for  the  political  arena. 

If  every  one,  having  tlie  interests  of  the  state  at  heart,  had 
united  to  maintain  her  character  and  credit,  we  should  have 
less  cause  to  mourn  the  embarrassments  of  our  treasury.  On 
the  contrary,  we  have  beheld  the  credit  of  Michigan  placed  in 
the  market  as  political  capital,  for  ourselves  at  home.  She 
has  been  proclaimed  bankrupt  from  this  negotiation,  by  our 
own  press;  and  this  libel  upon  her  fame  is  not  an  exotic,  but 
the  very  product  of  her  own  soil.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  then, 
that  difficulties  have  attended  your  moneyed  negotiations,  or 
that  your  credit  has  become  a  question  at  the  money  changer's 
counter?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  correct  these  false 
impressions;  to  show  that  this  negotiation  has  not,  as  is  al- 
leged, irretrievably  destroyed  or  blighted  the  prosperity  of  the 
state;  that  the  safe  of  public  stock  has  been  equal  to  the  hig^- 
est^ate  of  the  market;  that  the  amount  due  the  state,  has  and 
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'Will  be  realized;  and  that  Michigan  can,  and  Tnll,  maintain  un*- 
impaired,  her  integrity  and  faith  to  her  creditors.  For  this 
pur{>ose,  the  undersigned  is  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  re- 
▼ieTv  the  entire  negotiation. 

The  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement,  was  approved  March  21 « 1837.    Immediately  on 
the  passage  of  this  law,  the  officer  to  whom  the  negotiation 
'was  entrusted,  visited  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  concluding 
a  sale  of  the  stock  to  be  issued.     The  embarrassments  during 
the  year  1837,  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  sale  during  that 
period,  althougn  the  negotiation  was  entrusted,  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  to  the  hands  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced 
financiers  of  the  day.     Despairing  of  an  immediate  negotiation 
abroad,  and  urged  by  complaints  at  home,  anxious  as  all  par- 
ties here  were,  at  that  period,  to  realize  something  on  account 
of  the  proposed  loan,  an  offer  was  made  to  the  banks  of  De- 
troit to  purchase  a  portion  of  the  stock.     These  banks  were 
unable  to  furnish  the  amount  required,  and  declined  the  nego- 
tiation.    Early,  however,  during  the  year  1838,  a  well  known 
and  experienced  operator  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  proposed  to 
take  one  million  of  the  bonds,  and  to  furnish  security  for  the 
payment  of  that  amount     A  contract  was  consequently  en- 
tered into  for  one  half  the  amount  received,  1^500,000  00,  and 
the  stock  thrown  by  him  into  the  European  and   American 
market,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices.     Two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  received  on  this  agreement,  but  the  utter 
impossibility  of  the  party  realizing  on  his  stock,  required  the 
sale  to  be  canceled,  and  the  stock  to  be  returned  to  the  state. 
The  amount  sold  by  the  party  on  which  the  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  paid  to  the  state  had  been  received,  realized  to 
him  only  ninety-three  and  ninety-five  cents  to  the  dollar. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1888,  a  contract  was  also  entered  into 
with  Edward  R.  Biddle,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  friends, 
for  the  entire  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars.  Eighty  thou- 
sand dollars  was  received  on  this  contract,  at  the  time  of  clo- 
sing the  same,  but  in  consequence  of  the  derangements  in  the 
money  market,  Mr.  Biddle  found  it  impossible  to  consummate 
his  arrangements,  and  this  contract  was  unavoidably  canceled. 
These  facts,  therefore,  are  stated,  to  show  the  anxiety,  and  ef- 
forts of  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  negotiation,  to  effect  the 
sale  of  the.  stock  ;  and  also  to  exhibit  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
contend  against.  They  are  taken  from  the  testimony  submit- 
ted to  a  joint  committee  of  the  legislature  at  their  last  session. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  then  executive  remonstrated  by  spe- 
cial message  to  the  legislature  against  the  policy  or  propriety 
of  throwing  the  responsibility  of  this  negotiation  upon  the  exe- 
cutive department  of  the  government,  and  he  also  urged  the 
appointment  of  a  loan  commissioner,  whose  sole  duty  and  un- 


616  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

divided  attentioD  should  be  directed  to  the  subject  of  the  loans 
of  the  state.  To  this  recommeiKiatioii  no  response  was  niade 
by  the  legislature,  and  the  executive,  driven  into  the  market 
again,  was  compelled  to  enter  into,  and  close  the  existing  con- 
tract with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  for  t£e  en- 
tire issue  of  stocks  authorized,  at  the  rate  of  971  cents.  Thia 
contract  was  subsequently  modified,  by  which  the  bank  cS  the 
United  States  became  a  party,  and  the  guarantee  for  the  pay- 
ment of  about  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Under  this  contract,  the  state  is  relieved  from  all  charges  in 
the  payment  of  interest,  &c.,  for  the  period  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  time  for  whidli  the  loan  is  to  run.  Taking,  there- 
fore, every  charge  into  account,  the  undersigned  cannot  hesi- 
tate to  declare,  that  the  sale  of  the  stocks,  was  upon  the  most 
advantageous  terms  the  state  of  the  market  would  warrant. 

This  will  be  more  apparent  to  the  house  by  a  reference  to 
the  rates  of  stocks  of  other  states,  as  is  exhibited  by  the  an- 
nexed tables,  to  which  the  undersiraed  begs  leave  to  refer  ; 
and  by  which,  it  will  appear,  that  the  average  yearly  rate  of 
interest  to  be  paid  by  the  state  of  Michigan,  including  all  char- 
ges, will  not  exceed  6  per  cent,  and  about  1  ,^  mills.  The  an- 
nexed tables  will  also  fully  exhibit  the  present  position  of  the 
loan,  the  amount  received,  the  amount  due,  and  the  charges, 
thus  far,  paid  by  the  state. 

There  is  one  portion  of  inquiry  refered  to  the  committee, 
which  seems  to  be  taken  from  their  hands  by  the  recent  ap« 
pointment  of  a  select  conimittee  by  the  house.  The  under- 
signed alludes  to  the  question  of  canceling  the  portion  of  the 
contract  as  entered  into  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking 
company  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  That  questioa 
properly  belongs  to  the  last  named  committee.  The  under- 
signed conceives  it  his  duty  to  let  it  rest  there. 

Taking  the  view  of  the  subject  which  the  undersigned  have 
above  stated,  he  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  embarrass- 
ments of  Michigan  have  not,  and  cannot  arise  from  this  nego- 
tiation, isolated  in  itself.  The  sale  itself,  he  again  repeats, 
was  upon  the  most  advantageous  terms,  and  the  evils  that  have 
arisen  or.  may  arise  to  the  state,  may  be  looked  upon,  as  flow- 
ing from  the  application  of  the  funds  realized  on  this  loan. 
That  appropriation  has,  and  still  belongs  to  the  legislatore; 
the  responsibility  is  there,  and  whatever  of  good  or  evil  may 
rest  upon  Mich^an  from  this  source,  will  owe  its  being  and 
existence  to  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
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Statement  of  the  Five  MUKon  Loan. 

The  amount  receivable,  was  $^000^000  00 

(Less  the  commission  of  2i  per  cent  allow- 
ed the  Morris  canal  company,  in  considera- 
tion of  which  allowance,  that  company  were 

to  attend  to  the  half  yearly  disbursement  of 

funds  to  be  provided  by  the  state  for  the 

payment  of  tne  interest  on  the  loan,  for  the 

whole  term  of  35  years,  free  of  any  other 

charge  thereafter.) 

By  the  terms  of  the  original  contract  with 
the  Morris  canal  company,  the  state  was  to 
receive  pavment  on  account  of  the  five  million 
loan,  as  follows,  viz: 

On  execution  of  contract,  250,000  00 

Subject  to  order,  1,050^000  00 

Residue  subject  to  a  deduction  of  2}  per  cent 

conunissions,  to  be  paid  in  equal  k  vearly 

payments,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July, 

1639,  until  the  whole  amount  due  shall  be 

paid,  8,700,000  00 

•5,000,000  00 
Deduct  2}  per  cent  commission,  125,000  00 

Net  amount  to  be  received  by  terms  of  origi- 
nal negotiation  with  the  Morris  canal  com- 
pany, 94,875,000  00 

There  has  been  received  of  the  loan,  as  follows: 
1838. 
May    1,  Gov.  Mason*s  draft  on  J. 

Delafield,  #60,000  00 

Assumed  b^  Morris  canal 
and  banfang  company,      90,000  00 


Received  of  Oliver  Newberry  on  his 
contract, 


150,000  00 


July    3,       #30,000 

FefryO,        81,000 

24,        50,000 

Sept.l9,        89,000 

—  In  full  of  so  much  of  loan 

retained  by  him,  200,000  00 

July  11,      Deposited  in  New  York,  received  of 

Morris  canal  company,  80,000  00 

Carried  forward,  f 


I 
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Brooffht  forward,  • 

Aug.  1|      Gov.  Maaon's  draft  on  Morris  canal 

company,  N.  Y.,  250,000  00 

Sept  1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Oct    1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Nov.  1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Dec.    1,  do  do  100,000  00 

June  16,      In  bills  of  Morris  canal 

company,  #10,307  70 

Prime,  Ward  and  Kin^s 

account,  exchange  do,     8,063  30 
Jno.  Delafield's  account,        639  00 

20,000  00 

•1,100,000  00 
Feb.    12,    In  bills  of  Morris  canal 

company,  #195,370  00 

Governor  Mason's  draft 
on  Morris  canal  com- 
pany, 4,580  00 
Grovernor  Mason's  check,         50  00 


200,000  00 


1839. 

Jan'y  1,  Morris  canal  company  charges  ac- 
count 2i  per  cent  commission  on 
•5,000,0000  00,  •125,000  00 

Morris  canal  company 
charges  of  interest  on 
loan  up  to  this  day  in- 
clusive, 46,820  00 

April    1,    Governor  Mason's  draft 

on  Morris  canal  com* 
pany,  28,180  00 

Forming  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  loan  of  200,000  00 

•1,500,000  00 
From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  the  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company,  and  the 
Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company  loans, 
of  ^100,000  00  each,  included  in  the  negotiation 
with  the  Morris  canal  company,  and  which  do 
not  form  a  part  of  the  five  million  loan,  proper,       200,000  00 

Received,  up  to  April  lOth,  1839,  ^1,300,000  00 

Received,  July  1,  1839,  payment  of  principal,        250,000  00 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Received,  Oct.  1,    do           do             do  250,000  00 

Jan.  1,  1840,         do             do  250,000  00 


Total  amount  received  on  account  of  the  five 
million  loan,  proper^  up  to  January  1,  1840,  in- 
clusive, 92,050,000  00 

Leaving  due  the  state  from  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  and  United  States  bank, 
(exclusive  of  interest)  payable  in  one-fourth 
yearly  payments,  as  follows^  Viz: 
1840. 


April     1, 

Payment  of 

principal. 

•250,000  00 

July      1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

Oct.       1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

1841. 

Jan.       1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

April     1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

July      1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

Oct.      1, 

do 

do 

250,000  OOv 

1842. 

Jan.       1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

April    1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

July      1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

Oct.      1, 

do 

do 

250,000  00 

1843. 

Jan.      1, 

do 

do 

200,000  00 

AmH  yet 

;  due,  as  per  statement, 

IK?  O'SA  noA  aa 

mount  to  be  received,  a 

•5,000,000  00 

Whole  ai 

s  appears  by 

the  auditor 

general's  report,  on  and  rafter  the 

first  day  of 

April,  1840, 

•3,410,500  00 

Of  which,  as  principal,  1 

there  is 

2,950,000  00 

Showing  interest  to  be  i 

received. 

•460,500  00 

And  there  is  interest  to  become  due  from  the 
state,  as  follows: 

1840,     July  1,  •I  50,000  00 

1341,    Jan.  1,  150,000  00 

do       July  1,  150,000  00 

1842,  Jan.  1,  150,000  00 
do       July  1,  150,000  00 

1843,  Jan.  1,  150,000  00 


•900,000  00 
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Deduot  interest  receivable  from  interest  paya- 
ble, balance  is  •439,M>0  00 
Which  must  be  deducted  from  #2,950,000  00 
And  balance  is,                                                      2,510,500  00 
Which  amount  of  tSySlOySOO  00  is  still  doe 

on  account  of  the  loan. 
Add  to  this  the  amount  due  to  the  fund  from 

the  sinking  fund,  which  will  doubtless  be 

paid  by  the  first  of  January,  1843,  in  part, 

at  least,  450,000  00 

Add  also  to  the  amount  due  to  the  internal 

improvement  fund  from  the  Michigan  state 

bank,  (about)  350,090  00 

•3,310,500  00 
Being  amount  still  to  be  expended  on  works 

of  internal  improvement,  $8,310,500  00 

Above,  added  to  the  amount  received  up  to 

January  1,  1840,  inclusive,  makes  up  the 

whole  sum  of  5,000,000  00 

The  amount  received  up  to  January  1,  1840, 

inclusive,  amounting  to  #2^060,000  00 

has  been  disposed  of  as  follows: 
Expended  on  works  of  internal 

improvement,  01,143,574  27 

Expended  on  improvement  of  ^ 

saline  sprines,  18^000  00 

Loaned  to  sinking  fund,  per  the 

account  of  state  treasurer, 

November  30,  1839,  to  pay 

interest  and  commissions  on 

the  loan,  up  to  January  1, 

1840,  302,123  21 

do  net  amount  on 

January  1,  1840, 

on  account  inte* 

rest  on  loan,       f  150,000  00 
Less  amount  accru- 
ing on  that  day,     15,000  00 

185,<HM)  00 

do  Morris  canal  company  char- 
ges h  per  cent  for  30  days'    , 

advance  of  1265,000  00,  1,325  00 

Deposited  in   Michigan   state 


Carried  forward,  t 
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Brought  forward,  .It  -  .  >  > 
bank,  (flee  treasurer's  acooaat, 
1889,)  4a994a2  tM 

do     do   bank  of  Michigan,  620  Hb 

Paid  Prime,  Ward  &  i 

Kinff's  account,      98,963  .tC^    '  .        i  ; .  > 
Do  John  Delafield's 

account,  639  M  /  r 

€iov.  Mason's  expense  in 
1887,  9427  00 

•  do    do  18S8y'500  00  <."•■•'./.• 

■"■  927  00» 

POBtlige  on  b<)kids,.  825  00    •).  v  . .  -  l  •     . 

Morris  canal  oonapany'tf  •  t  •  i  '  -  ■-■  r:  : 
account  for  printing 
bonds,  and  other  inci- 
dental charges,         1,070  01 

11,924  31 

Total  amount  received  and  expended,  92,050,000  00 

Statement^  showing  the  charges  attending  the  negotiation^  and 
the  amount  payai>le  at  the  end  of  twenty-Jive  years,  and  the 
yearly  rate  per  cent,  chargeabk  as  interest  and  commissions  on 
the  Jive  million  loan,  viz: 

Morris  canal  company,  2)  per  cent  commission 

on  85,000,000  00,  #125,000  00 

Prime,  Ward  &  King's  account,         88,963  80 
John  Delafield's  account,  639  30 

Gov.  Mason's  expenses  in  1837,  #427 
do        do  do  1838,    500 

927  00 


Morris  canal  company's  account,  1,070  01 

Postage  on  bonds,  325  00 


11,924  31 


Loss  of  interest  incurred  by  terms 

of   the  last   negotiation    with 

Morris  canal  company  and  U. 

S.  bank,  as  per  auditor  general's 

report,  folio  273,  for  the  year 

1839,  84»536  88 

Morris  canal  company's  claim  of 

i  per  cent,  for  advancing  #3,- 

700,000  00  thirty  days  before 

the  same  falls  due,  18,500  00 

Carried  forward,  # 
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Bron^t  forward, 
S6  yean*  interest  on  •5,000,000. 00 
at  6  per  cent,  per  «bdud,  is 

••  . .. 

Total  amount  which  will  have  been 
paid  at  the  end  of  25  yean, 
r  when  the  principal  will  fall  due) 
tor  interest,  commissions,  and 
incidental  charges  on  same, 


7,500^000  oa 


•7,689,061  19 


Which  is  an  average  yearly  paymoit  of  the  sum  of  •307,- 
596  44,  and  19-25  of  a  cent,  and  an  average  yearly  rate  per 
cent,  of  6  15,  196  88-5,000,000  00  per  cent,  or  6  per  cent,  and 
about  1  80-100  mills  per  cent,  or  a  little  leas  than  6  cents  and 
9  mills  on  the  dollar,  per  year. 


>i. 


» » 


I 
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IVJcet  til  Jfew  Yarkf  JanMory  4,  1840. 


Nant  of  itoek. 


Prime,  Ward  Sl 
King's  quoUtlon, 
Jaa.  3, 1640. 


Cbiirtnuc,    Llr- 
nfstoD  AmmePs 
quotUiOB,Ja«.SL 
IBM. 


New  York  state  5  per  cts.  of  1645, 

New  York  state  5  per  cts.  of  1846, 

New  York  state  5  per  cts.  of  1849, 

New  York  state  5  per  cts.  of  1850, 

Ohio  6  per  cts, 

Ohio  5  per  cts, 

lUiDois  6  per  cts,  of  1860, 

Mohawk  railroad, 

Patterson  railroad, 

Boston  and  Providence  railroad, 

Harlem  railroad, 

Utica  and  Syracuse  railroad, 

Utica  and  Schenectady  railroad, 

Boston  and  Worcester  railroad. 

New  Jersey  railroad, 

Providence  and  Stonington  railroad, 

Long  Island  railroad. 

Auburn  and  Rochester  railiH>ad, 

Camdem  and  Amboy  railroad, 

Jamaica  railroad. 

New  Orleans  canal, 

t)elaware  and  Raritsui  canal, 

Morris  canal, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  stibmitted. 

REUBEN  a  TURNER, 
CHAS.  G.  HAMMONEt 
Mnority  of  the  CommitU 
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85 

86 

89 
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86} 

75 

80 

60 

70 

68 

63  i 

62)  a 

63 

46 

47 

103 

103  a 

104 

49 

49} 

50  a 

51 

107 

107) 

107  a 

106 

ISO 

1S2 

120  a 

122 

104 

104  a 

106 

83) 

84 

84  a 

85 

171 

17J 

18  a 

20 

52 

52  a 

58 

48 

50  a 

60 

« 

about 

104 

. 

about 

100 

60  a 

70 

• 

about 

104 

■ 

10  a 

20 

[No.  58.] 

Report  of  the  Coimnittee  of  Intenial  Improvement 
relative  to  the  Maumee  and  Havre  Branch  Rail- 
road. 

QPFICB  OF  fNTBRNjOi  IXPBOVBHBNT,  } 

DetroU,  March  9,  1840.         5 
lb  the  Bm.  the  Spedket  vf  the  Simte  (f  Representatuet  : 

In  comi^ance  -writb  a  resoluticm  of  the  faouse  of  reprasentar 
tive^  nqoinng  the  board  of  internal  improvement  to  rqwrt 
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''  whether  any  <3omnwu)ieatk>n  has  been  received  by  said  board 
or  any  of  the  commissionersy  from  the  Ohio  or  Maumee  Ivanch 
railroad  company  in  regard  to  the  Havre  branch  raihroad,  also 
the  distance  from  Monroe  to  Havre,  and  from  Havre  to  Man- 
hattan,  and  how  much  of  the  Maumee  branch  railroad  is  con- 
tracted, and  what  is  the  prospect  of  its  completion/' the  under- 
signed have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report : 

That  communications  with  them  has  been  repeatedly  had  by 
individuals  who  were  interested  in  the  Maumee  branch  railroad 
in  relation  to  the  Havre  branch  railroad*  both  verbally  and  in 
writing.  Hereunto,  annexed  will  be  found  copies  of  letters  re- 
ceivi^d  from  Frederick  Wright,  Esq.,  who  has  charge  of  the 
Maumee  branch  railroad. 

The  Havre  branch  road  is  enumerated  among  the  works  of 
internal  improvement  assumed  by  the  state,  in  the  first  gene- 
ral legislative  act  on  the  subject,  in  the  year  1837,  at  which 
lime  the  sum  of  #2,000  was  appropriated  on  the  same,  and  soon 
after  a  survey  and  estimate  was  made,  and  propositions  were 
received  for  constructing  said  railroad. 

But  for  reasons  which,  are  given  in  a  former  report  of  the 
acting  commissioner  on  the  southern  railroad,  no  contracts 
were  ever  closed  for  its  construction,  and  the  amount  appro- 
priated (with  the  exception  of  the  cost  of  survey,)  has  not  been 
expended.  * 

At  a  session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in  June,  1897, 
the  Maumee  branch  railroad  obtained  the  passage  of  an  act  wsh 
thonziog  them  to  connect  with  the  Havre  branch  railroad,  in 
the  village  of  Havre,  and  to  use  said  Havre  branch  railroad 
under  such  regulations,  and  £or  audi  tolls  as  should  be  estab- 
lished by  the  legislature.  About  that  time,  a  company  was 
organized,  and  commenced  the  ocmstruction  of  a  railroad  from 
Lo^er  Smdosky  to  Manhattan.  This  portion  of  Iheir  work  is 
now  in  course  of  vigorous  prosecution,  with  pitery  prospect  of 
its  completion  during  the  approaching  suauner* 

The  Maumee  branch  railroad  company,  very  soon  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  above  mentioned  in  1837,  located  their  road 
irom  Manhattan  to  Havre,  and  put  the  same  under  contract, 
and  commenced  its  construction  with  the  expectati<m  that  the 
Havre  branch  road  would  be  completed  by  this  state,  and  af- 
ford them  a  communication  froiq  Havre,  west  to  the  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  road.  When  it  was  ascertained  that  the  woric  on 
the  Havre  branch  road  was  not  likely  to  be  prosecuted,  the 
Maumee  branch  company  complained  of  injustice  to  them,  as- 
serting that  they  had  relied  upon  the  faith  of  the  state  to  com- 
plete the  Havre  branch  railroad,  and  had  expended  their  mo- 
ney in  anticipation  of  its  completion,  without  which  their  mvest- 
ment  would  be  unavailable. 

An  aj^ication  was  afterward  made  to  the  legislature  of  this 
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state  to  change  the  location  of  the  Havre  branch  road,  ao  as 
to  run  It  to  Monroe  instead  of  connecting  with  the  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  road  west  of  Havre. 

The  object  of  this  proposition  was  to  make  this  a  connect- 
ing link  in  a  continued  chain  of  communication  around  the 
southern  »and  western  shores  of  lake  Erie,  and  to  secure, 
through  the  medium  of  several  great  works  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter then  in  progress,  an  uninternipted  communication  with 
the  Atlantic  cities  as  well  in  winter  as  summer. 

With  this  proposition,  the  Maumee  branch  company  were 
anxious  for  a  compliance,  and  repeatedly  urged  upon  the  acting 
commissioner  of  the  southern  railroad  the  importance  of  the 
object. 

As  many  of  the  communications  were  verbal,  the  under- 
signed have  it  not  in  their  power  to  lay  before  the  house  all 
the  arguments  used  in  urging  so  desirable  an  object  Heartily 
as  the  commissioners  coincided  in  the  importance  of  the  pro- 
ject, the  power  to  act  was  not  with  them  but  with  the  legisla- 
ture. By  the  proposed  continuous  route,  communication  from 
the  east  would  find  its  way,  by  the  Ohio  road  above  mentioned, 
from  Lower  Sandusky  to  Manhattan,  from  Manhattan  to 
Havre  by  the  Maumee  branch,  thence  by  the  Havre  branch 
to  Monroe,  thence,  by  a  railroad  now  nearly  completed,  to 
'  Brest;  from  which  place,  by  a  road  which  might  be  readily  con- 
structed over  a  perfectly  level  country,  a  connection  mi^ht  be 
made  by  the  central  road  at  Dearbomville,  a  distance  of  only 
twenty-two  miles,  with  Detroit  The  Maumee  branch  road  is 
all  under  contract,  has  been  cleared  and  grubbed,  and  much  of 
the  timber  for  construction,  is  on  the  ground. 

The  company  are  understood  to  be  ready  to  goon  and  com- 
plete the  road  whenever  action  on  the  part  of  Michigan,  in 
reference  to  the  Havre  biranch,  shall  promise  the  completion 
of  the  lalBt  mentioned  road. 

A  very  short  time  would  suffice  to  finish  it 

The  distance  from  Monroe  to  Havre  is  twelve  miles,  but  bv 
■connecting  a  railroad  with  the  river  Raisin  and  lake  Erie  rail- 
road, now  constructed  from  the  city  of  Monroe  to  La  Plai- 
sance  bay,  about  two  miles  of  road  on  this  route,  might  be 
saved. 

The  distance  from  Havre  to  Manhattan,  is  three  and  a  half 
or  four  miles. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RIX  ROBINSON, 
L.  S.  HUMPHREY, 
WM.  R.  THOMPSON. 
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Manhattan^  Lucm  Co.^  OUo^  Jke.  16, 1:888. 

L.  S.  Humphrey^  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — ^In  behalf  of  the  railroad  company,  I  write  you 
to  know  what  prospect  there  is  of  the  Havre  branch  railroad 
being  turned  to  Monroe,  and  whether  the  action  of  the  legis- 
lature cannot  be  obtained,  so  that  the  work  can  be  going  on 
at  the  present  favorable  season.  We  have  made  a  large  ex- 
penditure on  the  faith  of  Michigan;  yet  if  our  work  can  be 
rendered  avtoilable  by  an  early  connection  with  Monroe,  it 
will  be  satisfactory  to  us. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  FREDERICK  WBIGHT. 


Manhattan^  February  24,  1839. 
If  S.  Humphrey,  Esq,: 

Dear  Sir — The  Ohio  railroad  company  having  complied 
with  all  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  granting  the  credit  ot  the 
state  to  railroad  companies,  have  at  length  obtained  the  state 
script  for  950,000  00,  and  considering  the  present  state  of  for- 
wardness of  the  work,  and  the  right  of  the  company  to  further 
aid  from  the  state,  it  is  very  probable  the  road  will  be  built 
from  this  to  Lower  Sandusky,  29i  miles  by  the  close  of  navi- 
gation next  fall. 

The  Toledo  Ifblks  have  given  the  stock  of  the  Toledo  and 
Michigan  city  railroad  into  the  hands  of  M.  T.  Williams  and 
Elisha  Whittlesy,  who  have  now  gone  east  to  get  the  stock 
taken,  and  I  understand  they  expect  to  get  aid  from  the  Life 
and  trust  company  of  Ohio.  Nothing  will  prevent  the  stock 
from  being  taken,  and  that  road  being  built,  but  the  speedy 
continuation  of  the  Ohio  railroad  to  connect  with  your  soutn- 
em  road  at  Monroe,  prompt  and  speedy  action  vnll  prevent 
the  building  a  powerful  rival  to  your  southern  road.  We  are 
ready  on  our  part  to  build  the  road  to  the  state  line. 
Respectfully  yours, 
(Signed,)  PLATT  CARD. 

L.  S.  HuMPHRET,  Esq,^  Monroe^  Mich. 


Manhattan^  March  5,  1889* 
L.  S.  HuMTHRBY,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — ^We  have  just  received  a  communication  froni  a 
member  of  the  house  at  Detroit,  on  the  subject  of  a  junction 
of  our  railroad.  He  says  that  tfie  state  bank  affair  will  pre- 
clude all  possibility  of  effeeting  the  object  We  should  regret 
very  modi  such  an  event,  for  it  wooM  force  u«  to  aedi  some 
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otber  dirMtioQ  not  so  oongental  to  our  wtsfaes.  The  Havre 
rrad  should  be  turned  to  Monroe  at  any  rate,  even  if  there 
should  be  no  additional  appropriation.  But  I  doubt  whether 
any  action  at  all  can  be  haa  on  the  subject 

We  hope  that  Monroe  will  see  her  interest  in  urging  the 
matter  speedily  forward. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed;)  FREDERICK  WRIGHT. 


Manhattan,  April  7,  1639. 
L.  8.  HtTMPHREy,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — ^We  hope  our  railroad  matters  will  be  sa  far 
perfected,  that  the  Havre  branch  will  be  turned  to  Monroe^ 
even  should  there  be  no  further  appropriation.  The  subject 
has  been  unreasonably  deferred,  but  there  is  still  time  enough 
the  present  week,  to  effect  a  prospective  junction  of  the  Ohio 
and  Michigan  roads. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
(Signed,)  FREDERICK  WRIGHT 


Manhattan,  April  Vt,  1830. 
Levi  S.  Humphrey,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — ^Please  inform  me  of  the  disposition  of  the  Havre 
branch  railroad.  If  it  is  favorable,  we  wish  to  make  imme- 
diate, arrangements  to  co-operate  wMh  Michigaii;  pleaae  drop 
a  line  by  return  of  maiL 

Respectfully,  yours,  &e. 
(Signed,)  FREDERICK  WRIGHT. 


Manhat^Ti^  Okh,  Fekruary  15,  IMO. 

7b  the  Board  of  hiemal  Improvement,  Michigan: 

Gbntlem BN — ^It  is  the  wish  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mau* 
mee  branch  railroad  company,  whose  interests  I  represent,  to 
hold  some  correspondence  with  the  authorities  of  Michigan, 
on  the  subject  of  railroad  intezcoromunication. 

It  is  undoubtedly  well  known  to*''you,  that  the  Maumee 
branch  railroad,  leads  from  this  place  to  the  state  line  at  Havre 
and  is  intended  as  an  outlet  to  the  travel  and  bosiness  that  will 
necessarily  flow  in  from  the  Ohio  railroad. 

It  is  but  four  miles  from  this  place  to  the  stale  line^  and  the 
branch  railroad  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwar<haeM  that  it  can 
be  easily  completed  in  three  months  time.  The  progrew  of 
the  Ohi$^  raikoad  ia  soobr  that  vre  are  ob%ed.to  JQok  for  an 
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•  #  ■ 

outlet  ^iHiith'  can  be  depended  upon  with  some  degree  of  c^r^ 
tainty.  If  any  co-operation  is  expected  from  us,  we  are  de- 
sirous of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  plans  intended  by  Mi- 
chigan. 

The  first  division  of  the  Ohio  railroad,  extending  from  low- 
er Sandusky  to  this  place,  will  be  completed  the  present  sea- 
son, and  the  interest  which  Michigan  has  in  effecting  a  con- 
nection is  too  apparent  to  need  an  argument. 

We  are  in  hopes  that  this  subject  will  receive  its  proper 
consideration,  and  be  presented  to  the  legislature  in  an  officiiii 
form. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  WRIGHT, 
Treasurer  Maumee  Branch  Railroad  Company. 


[No.  69.] 
Report  relative  to  Uaiversity  and  School  lands. 

•  The  committee  on  university  and  school  lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  sundry  petitions,  praying  for  the  reduction  of  the 
^ce  of  university  and  school  lands,  sold  and  unsold,  also  to 
whom  was  recommitted  certain  resolutions  providing  relief  t<b 
certain  settlers  on  the  university  lands>  would  respectfully  re^ 
port: 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  reducing^  at  this  time,  the 
price  of  such  university  or  school  lands  as  have  been  sold,  it 
IS  but  jtist«  to  those  immediately  intrusted,  to  say,  that  since 
the  time  ojf  the  purchase  of  the  lands  in  question,'  there  has 
been  a  great  depreciation  in  the  current  value  of  real  estate^ 
as  well  as  other  property,  and  that  the  same  lands,  if  now  put 
in  market,  would  not  probably  sell  at  prices  twenty-five  per 
V^Dt  less,  than  the  sums  at  which  they  have  heretofore  been 
sold;  circumstances  which  operate  injuriously  upon  the  inte- 
r^ffts  of  the  purchasers.  But  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
the  evils  referred  to,  are  of  such  a  nature  as  not  properly  to 
come  within  the  the  province  of  legislative  rdmediefr.  Not  to 
mention  the  effect  which  such  a  reduction,  as  prayed  for, 
^ould  have  by  way  of  detracting  verv  considerably  irom  the 
tmiversity  and  school  fund,  the  propriety  and  even  power  ef 
which  may  well  be  questioned.  It  is  deemed  unwise  and  im- 
politic, by  legislative  interference,  to  disturb  and  unsettle  exis- 
ting contracts^  One  act  of  relief,  in  a  case  of  this  nature, 
would  lead  to  the  anticipation  of  another — ^the  feelings  of  the 
public,  in  relation  to  ^e  sacredness  and  hiviolability  of  conr* 
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t^cti,  apdthe  n^cessUy  of  t}ieir  fcdfiQioapl,  would  be.gi^tly  kn- 
pared-— results  which  your  committee^  cannot  consistently  with 
their  sense  of  dut^,  help  to  produce.  The  individuals,  in  this 
case,  are  only  sufiering  the  evils  which,  in  conunon  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  state  generally,  have  accrued  in  connection  with  the 
peculiar  embarrassment  of  the  tiopes;  and  to  afford  relief  to  theip, 
without  s^ording  Uke  relief  to  others  in  a  similai-  situatioo, 
would  be  partial  and  improvident  legislation. 

But  as  regardfl  ir  reauction  of  the  price  of  the  lands  not 
sold,  difierejit  premises  exist  and  different  conclusions  may  be 
formed.  The  present  minimum  price  was  fixed  while  pro- 
perty of  all  kinds  demanded  and  brought  a  high  pricey  and 
althqufi4)  the  present  prices  of  property  are  very  much  de- 
pressed, and  iorm  a  very  imperfect  criterion  for  the  future 
and  permanent  value  of  propertv,  yet,  upon  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  monetary  affairs  ot  the  country,  as  connected 
with  the  operation  of  the  same  upon  the  value  of  property,  it 
may  be  safely  advanced,  that  the  minimum  price  of  twenty 
dollars  per  acre  for  university  lands — thev  bnng  in  a  state  of 
nature — aside  from  some  few  peculiar  locations,  is  higher 
than  it  is  reasonable  to  think  they  can  be  sold  for,  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  that  the  future  may  afford. 
Twenty  dollars  per  acre,  in  ordinary  times,  is  as  high  as  the 
avarage  price  for  cultivated  farms  in  good  farming  districts, 
throughout  the  country;  and  it  is  superfluous  to  dwell  upon 
the  great  difference  between  the  value  of  unimproved  lands^  4nd 
those  which  are  cultivated,  with  fences,  fruit  trees  and  build- 
logs,  &C.,  thereon.  In  forming  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  your 
committee  have  not  overlooked  the  fact  that  qo  particular  m^ 
cessity  exists  at  present  for  raising  funds  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  university,  and  that  no  detraction  iq  the  shape  of  a  tax  will 
impair  the  interest  in  the  Icmd,  if  not  sold.  But  in  view  of  all 
the  circumstances  bearing  upon  the.  case,  and  in  conneetioii 
with  a  suitable  regard  for  the  future  wants  of  the  univeraLty, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  a  proper  reduction  of 
the  price  of  university  lands,  graduated  upon  a  scale  in  accor- 
dance with  their  relative  value,  to  be  regulated  by  a  judicious 
classification  of  the  same,  is  justifiable  and  called  for. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  may.  that  of  affording  relief  to 
Mitlers  on  the  university  lands^  be^  also  treated.  Assuming 
the  fact,  that  the  settlers  were  on  the  knd  at  the  time  they 
were  selected  and  confirmed  to  this  state,  for  the  use  and  bene? 
fit  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  in  ^ood  faith,  under  the  jiw- 
tifiabl^  expectation  of  eVentuaUy  obtaining  the  same  at  govern- 
ment price  by  virtue  of  a  pre-emption  law;  it  may  be  conclu- 
ded that  their  condition  is  difiemat  from  that  .of  a  naked  tma- 
posser*  Not  that  thev  have  any  legal  right  in  the  matter*  iNit 
the  circumstances  in  their  case,  in  the  opinion  of  your  ooQuait- 
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tee,  warrant  a  favorable  action  on  the  patt  of  the  legislature 
towards  those  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  thus  to  locate- 
on  land  taken  for  the  use  of  the  university.  But  the  most  for- 
midable difficulty  that  presents  itself  ih  carrying  out  these,  or 
any  views  or  measures  of  relief  to  the  settler  in  the  premises, 
which  shall  intrench  upon  these  lands  or  the  avails  thereof,  is 
the  peculiar  manner  in  which  these  lands  ar^  situated.  They 
were  granted  by  the  general  government  for  the  exclusive  pur- 
pose of  providing  a  fimd  for  the  benefit  of  education  in  Michi- 
gan, to'  Doild  up  and  sustain  an  university  in  this  state  for  the 
benefit  of  thiis  and  future  generations;  afibrding  in  the  gran^ 
by  a  legitimate  and  provident  management  of  the  same,  most 
ample  means  to  accomplish  the  end  contemplated  by  the  dona^ 
tlon.  The  state  itself,  and  all  concerned  in  the  management 
and  corttrol  of  these  lands,  are  but  trustees,  and  no  perversion 
or  intrenchment  of  the  fund,  growing  out  of  the  sales  of  these 
lands,  for  any  other  than  the  purposes  of  education,  can  be  to- 
lerated, consistent  with  a  just  execution  of  the  power  contain- 
ed in  the  grant. 

With  these  views,  and  in  consideration  of  the  benefits  to  the 
state,  and  particularly  those  citizens  who  have  settled  adjacent 
to  the  lands,  resulting,  if  they  are  sold  from  their  permanent 
settlertnent  by  those  who  will  aid  in  the  improvements  and  bur- 
thens necessary  to  be  made  and  borne  in  a  new  state;  and  not 
least,  for  the  purpose  of  finally  quieting  and  settling  the  feel* 
inffs  and  questions  which  have  so  long  agitated,  and  which  will 
otherwise  undoubtedly  continue  long  to  agitate  the  public  and 
the  legislature  on  this  subject,  your  committee  have  thought 
proper  to  introduce  a  bill,  the  object  of  which,  is  to  settle  equi- 
tably, the  vexed  matters  embraced  in  this  subject.  The  mini- 
mum price  of  school  lands,  it  has  not  been  thought  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  recommend  an  alteration  of. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GROVE  SPENCER,  Chairman. 


[No.  60.] 

Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Five 

Million  Loan. 

The  select  committee,  appointed  by  the  House  of  Itepresen- 
tatives,  to  act  upon  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

"  Resolvedy  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  respecting  the  five  million  loan,  be  discharged 
fVom  the  consideration  of  the  same,  aAd  examine  and  report 
dpon  the  following : 
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''  First  What  amount  was,  by  the  terms  of  said  loaa,  re- 
ceivable by  the  state,  and  the  time  when  the  same  was  paya- 
ble? 

**  Second.  What  amounts  have  been  90  received,  and  when? 

"  TA^.  What  sums  have  been  expended,  and  for  what  pur- 
poses ? 

*'  Fourth.  The  amount  still  due  and  receivable,  when  paya- 
ble, and  by  whom  1 

*' Fifth.  What  amounts  are  appropriated  which  are  still  un* 
expended,  and  by  the  existing  laws,  a  charge  upon  the  amount 
still  due  and  to  become  due  1 

'^  Sixth.  And  also  to  inquire  rnto  the  expediency  of  cancel- 
ing the  bonds  for  that  portion  of  the  loan  which  remains  un- 
paid, if  that  be  practicable,  or  of  otherwise  disposing  of  it, 
vesting  such  committee  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers." 

Having  discharged  the  duty  assigned  them,  (as  far  as  prac- 
ticable,) your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

That  the  result  of  their  investigation  touching  the  first  clause 
of  the  resolution  submitted  to  them,  shows  that  the  net  amount 
accruiuj^  to  the  state  from  their  bonds  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, (after  deducting  the  commissions,  expenses,  interest,  &c., 
chargeable  upon  the  same,)  is  $4,032,566  82,  the  particular 
features  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  document, 

That  the  result  of  their  investigation  touching  the  second 
disuse  of  the  resolution  in  question,  shows  that  the  amount  al- 
ready received  by  the  state,  after  deducting  the  amounts  paid 
for  commissions,  and  other  items  paid  in  connection  with  the 
negotiation  of  the  same,  is  91,522,066  82,  and  this  is  up  to  and 
embracing  the  January  instalment,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  schedule,  (B.) 

That  the  subject  matter  embraced  in  the  third  clause,  is  of 
such  ^nature  as  to  place  it  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  your 
committee  to  ascertain,  ins^smuch  as  no  account  has  been  kept 
by  any  of  the  departments  of  the  government  of  a  nature  to 
exhibit  the  same,  but  your  committee  would  state  that  provi- 
sion is  now  made  by  which  the  auditor  general  will  so  syste- 
matise his  branch  of  the  state  business,  as  to  enable  that  de- 
partment hereafter  to  furnish  the  information  sought  for  by  the 
clause  here  refered  to.  This,  however,  is  a  duty  of  such  a  na- 
ture embracing  so  broad  and  extensive  grounds,  as  to  render 
it  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  your  committee  to  procure  it 
the  present  session. 

That  the  result  of  their  investigation  of  the  subject  matter 
embraced  in  the  fourth  clause  of  the  resolution  in  question 
shows  that  the  amount  still  due  and  receivable,  and  by  whom, 
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m  #3,510,500  00.  That  of  this  amount  4I027,«35  00,  is  due  from 
the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  and  the  remainder,  viz: 
•1,^2,875  00,  is  due  by  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; for  particulars*  your  committee  would  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying document,  ( C.) 

Thiat  in  answer  to  the  filth  clause:  ^*  what  amounts  are  atn 
propriated  which  are  still  unexpended,"  your  committee  would 
state,  that  the  whole  amount  of  appropriations  made,  applica* 
hie  to  the  five  million  loan,  is  92,118,000  00;  of  this  amount, 
#1,622,013  88  has  been  expended,  leaviog^a  balance  of  appro- 
priations unexpended,  of  1^95,096  17.  This  amount  is  made 
up  of  the  following  items,  viz:  on  the  central  railroad,  #60,293 
62;  on  the  southern  railroad,  #46,551  98;  on  the  northern  rail* 
road,  #86,839  10;  on  the  CUnton  canal,  #168,136  58;  on  the 
Saginaw  canal,  #28,626  99;  on  the  Sault  de  Ste  Marie  canal, 
#46,968  74;  on  the  canal  around  the  rapids  of  Grand  river, 
#24,869  41 ;  on  the  improvement  of  Grand  and  Maple  rivers, 
#8,662  88;  on  the  improvement  of  Kalamazoo  river,  #2,913 
07;  on  the  improvement  of  the  state  salt  springs,  #  ; 

on  the  improvement  of  the  Havre  branch  railroad,  #19,300  62'; 
from  which  sums,  (in  order  to  give  the  aggregate  amount,) 
deduct  the  sum  of  #17,596  92,  being  an  excess  over  the 
amount  appropriated  for  surveys  and  instruments,  and  for  a 

Cicular  statement  of  the  items  on  which  the  foregoing  is 
d,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  accompanying  document. 

Your  committee  have  reflected  upon  the  last  clause  of  the 
resolution,  submitted  to  them,  touching  the  canceling  of  the 
outstanding  bonds  unapplied,  and  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on 
this  point,  the  foUovting  facts  have  presented  themselves: 

First  That  the  state  now  owes  #455,450,  as  far  as  asceri* 
tained;  which  sum  is  chargeable  to  the  loan  in  question,  and 
which,  when  deducted  from  the  outstanding  instalments,  will 
leave  a  balance  of  #2,055,050  00,  in  addition  to  which  your 
committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  found,  upon 
investigation,  a  considerable  amount  of  claims  not  included  in 
the  foregoing.  Your  committee  would  state,  that  the  contracts 
reported  by  the  commissioners  as  outstanding  and  chai^eable 
against  the  state,  amount  to  #423,192  00,  whidi  go  to  lessen 
the  sonount  still  more.  For  particulars,  see  accompanying 
document,  (£•)  together  with  a.  communication  from  tne  audi- 
tor general. 

That  out  of  the  large  amount  of  tins  loan  already  consumed, 
there  is  but  about  #400,000  00  (unless  further  appropriations 
be  made,)  that  may  be  considered  as  available  to  the  state; 
the  residue  being  scattered  almost  to  the  four  vnnds  of  heaven 
— ^including  the  sums  paid  out  for  commissions,  loss  of  interest, 
charges  and  other  expenses,  or  expended  upon  works  that  can- 
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not  be  expected  to  ^iekl  any  revenue  to  the  state,  with  whidi 
to  meet  any  portion  of  the  interest  on  this  loan.  That  unless 
some  mode  is  adopted  by  which  to  invest  the  balance  yet  to 
become  due,  (ai'ter  deducting  our  present  indebtedness,)  with 
a  view  to  immediate  availability,  direct  taxation  must  be  re* 
sorted  to  in  order  to  save,  inviolate,  the  credit  and  honor  of 
the  state.  These  are  no  idle  fictions — ^they  are  stem  and  in* 
controvertible  realities— and  are  not  submitted  to  you  as  the 
ofispring  of  any  overwrought  imagination,  but  based  upon  the 
facts  as  they  exist  The  question,  then,  may  well  be  asked, 
where  is  the  remedy!  What  mode  can  be  adopted  that 
would  best  tend  to  meet  the  case  1  that  will  stay  the  awful 
calamity  which  is  brooding  over  our  young  and  enterprising 
state  7  These  are  serious  and  important  questions  that  lead  to 
fearful  and  gloomy  reflections  and  anticipations,  and  come 
home  to  the  dwelling  of  every  inhabitant  within  our  borders; 
and  well  might  every  tax  payer  in  Michigan  exclaim,  as  did 
the  trembling  jailor  of  old:  '^  what  must  we  do  to  be  saved!  " 

In  discbarge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  your  committee 
would  have  been  pleased,  did  the  facts  justify  it,  to  have  sub- 
mitted a  more  favorable  report;  but  dark  and  unwelcome  as 
the  picture  must  be,  it  is  presented  to  you  in  its  true  colors. 

Governed  by  the  considerations  here  set  forth,  your  commit* 
tee  would  recommend,  that  the  outstanding'pondSy  or  anypartkm 
of  them^  be  not  cancekd,  and  would  submit  to  you  the  sugges- 
tion, whether  or  no,  provision  might  not  be  made  by  which  to 
establish  a  state  bank  on  sure  and  correct  principles,  making 
the  outstanding  balance  of  the  '^  five  million  loan,"  after  de* 
ducting  existing  debts,  a  basis  for  its  operation.  By  this  means 
a  revenue  would  be  derived  that  would  go  far  towards  paying 
the  interest  on  the  loan,  thereby  averting  the  extreme  dis* 
tress  and  other  evils  that  would  naturally  grow  out  of  a  direct 
taxation,  wkich,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  must  other- 
wise inevitably  be  the  case,  and  which,  there  is  every  reastw 
to  fear,  must  be  the  result,  ta  some  extast,  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances.  Another  object  of  great  importance 
would  be  attained  by  thb  project,  that  of  a  safe  and  perma* 
nent  currency.  But  as  this  may  be  deemed  irrelevent  to  the 
subject  committed  to  them,  your  committee  will  not  dwell  on 
the  many  advantages  which  the  state  would  derive  from  sudi 
a  measure,  but  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  ctHnmit* 
tee  of  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shpll  be  to  examine 

into  and  report  without  delay,  the  practicability  and  policy  of 
a  measure  of  this  kind. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANDREW  T.  M'REYNOLDS, 
T.  P.  TUCKER, 
H.  B.  LATHROP. 
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(B.) 
What  amounts  have  been  so  received^  and  when. 

Dote.  EzpUiMilim.  Amouvt  reeeivetf 

1837. 

Jan.    7y      Gov.  Mason's  two  drafts  on  New 

York,  •160,000  00 

Sy      Received  at  sundry  times  from  Oliver 

Newberry,  900,000  00 

JunelO,      Received  of  Gov.  Mason,  20,000  00 

July  1 1 ,      Deposited  in  New  York,  credit  inter- 

nal  improvement  fund,  80|000  00 

Aug.  1,      Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris  canal 

and  banking  company,  (at  ninety 
days,)  250,000  00 

Sept  1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Oct.    1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Nov.  1,  do  do  100,000  00 

Dec  1,  do  do  100,000  00 

12,  Bills  received  of  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  on  January  pay- 
ment, 100,000  00 
Draft,  check  and  bank  bills  received 
of  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany, 100,000  OQ 

•1,300,000  00 

1889. 

July  1,      First  instalment  on  bonds  for  •3,700,- 

000  00,  ^257,500  00,  less  six 
months'  interest  paid  on  loan,^150, 
000  00  107,500  00 

Oct  1,.     Second  instalment  of  same,  received,      261,250  00 

1840. 

Jan.    1,      Third  instalment  of  same,  received, 

1^5,000  00,  less  six  months'  inte- 
rest on  loan  ^150,000  00,  115,000  00 

•1,788,750  00 

From  which  in  order  to  show  the  net  amount 
received  by  the  state,  up  to  Jan.  1,  1840,  de- 
duct expenses,  commissions,  &c.,  attending 
same,  {8^  Doc.  Jl.)  261,088  18 

Net  amount  already  received  out  of  five  million 
loan,  4ip  to  and  including  instalment  due  Ist 

Carried  forward,  • 
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1,522,066  ffi 


Brought  forwaH, 
January,  1840, 

Explanation  in  proof* 

Net  amount  as  above  carried  down,  1,522,066  §2 

Net  amount  still  accruing  to  the  state  front  five 
million  loan,  {See  Doc.  C.)  2,510,500  00 


Total  amount,  {See  Doc.  A.) 
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(E.) 

The  following  exhibits  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  state^ 
cKargeable  to  the  coming  instalments  of  the  five  ndllion  loan^ 
viz: 

Warrants  out  and  unpaid,  #275,450  00 

Due  on  iron  contract,  80,000  00 

Appropriations  for  state  expenses,  100,000  00 

♦455,450  00 

Its  means  to  pay  this,  provided  the  bill  now  before  the  se- 
nate becomes  a  law,  is  as  follows,  presuming  that  the  amounts 
due  by  the  Morris  canal  company  oe  paid: 
The  April  instalment,  #268,750  00 

July  do  #272,500  00 

Less  six  months'  interest  on  loan,      150,000  00 

122,500  00 

#391,250  00 

This  amount  deducted  from  the  foregoing  amount,  will  show 
that  there  will  still  be  a  balance  due  to  claimants  of  the  state, 
after  consuming  the  April  and  July  instalments,  of  #64,200  00, 
which  amount  must  be  advanced  by  the  banks,  if  they  should 
accept  the  terms  of  the  bill  alluded  to,  out  of  the  October  in- 
fltalipent  This  is  on  the  presumption,  however,  that  the  in* 
atalment  due  from  the  Morris  canal  company,  will  be  promptly 
met,  which,  from  circumstances  recently  transpired,  there  is 
every  reason  to  fear,  will  not  be  the  case.  In  this  events  the 
following  statement  will  show  the  true  position  which  we  oc- 
cupy, viz: 
Inoebtedness  of  the  state,  as  in  the  preceding 

statement,  #465,450  00 

Its  means  with  which  to  pay  the  same,  viz: 
The  April  instalment  due  by  United 

States  bank,  #201,562  60 

July        do  do  91,875  00 

October  do  do  207,187  60 

Jan.  '41,  do  do  after 

deducting  interest  payable,  &c,  97,500  00 

698,136  00 

Leaving  an  amount  to  meet  claims  not  yet  au- 
dited #142,676  00 

It  vrill  be  seen  that  this  will  consume  all  instalments  due 
from  the  United  States  bank,  up  to  and  inchiding  January, 
1841. 
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Amotmt  with  which  to  meet  claims  not  yet  au- 
dited, after  deducting  the  January,  1841,  in- 
stalment, as  per  preceding  statement,  #142,675  00 

These  claims  are  large,  and  cannot  be  ascertain- 
ed in  any  other  mode  than  to  submit  the 
amount  of  contracts,  which  we  do,  viz:  out- 
standing contracts,  as  reported  by  the  commis- 
sioners, 423,102  00 

Leaving  a  balance  which  must  be  met  by  the  state, 
of  280,517  00 

Jdhte. — This  will  consume  the  whole  of  the  April  instalment 
of  1841,  say  #212,812  50,  as  due  from  that  institution,  and 
#67,094  50  out  of  the  instalment  due  by  the  same,  Ist  July, 
1841,  thereby  consuming  the  whole  of  the  July  instalment  of 
1841,  after  pajring  the  interest  on  the  loan  due  that  day,  save 
and  except  the  sum  of  #35,420  50.  It  will  be  remembered, 
that  no  notice  has  here  been  taken  of  interest  payable  by  the 
state  on  bonds  issued  by  private  companies,  which,  if  included, 
would  absorb  the  whole  of  the  balance  of  the  July  instalment, 
to  meet  which,  either  the  balance  alluded  to  must  be  applied, 
or  resort  had  td  direct  taxation. 


CarnMunicationfrom  E*  P.  Hastings,  E^q.^  Auditor  OenenML 

Auditor  Genbral's  Office, 
DetroU,  March  9,  1840. 

DfiAR  SiR^  hand  you  a  sheet  containing  the  amount  of 
warrants  outstanding  and  unpaid  at  this  moment,  and  have  ad- 
ded some  <:€dculatkms  as  to  the  amount  of  payments  hereafter 
to  be  made.  The  result  is,  that  the  state  wiijl  need,  in  onler 
to  discharge  its  debts,  the  entire  amount  of  the  first  three  in- 
stahbents,  with  nearly  the  whole  of  the  fourth. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  precisely  the  amount  due  by  the 
state,  but  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  four  instalments 
endine  with  that  of  January,  will  be  needed  to  dear  the  state 
of  debt 

In  haste,  yours,  truly, 

E.  P.  HASTINGS, 
Auditor  CkneraL 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  Ml 

[No.  6L] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  were  refer- 
red the  several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
this  state^praying  the  suppression  of  the  traffic  in 

[    intoxicating  drinks. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  peti- 
tions of  inhabitants  of  this  state,  praying  for  the  suppression  of  ^ 
the  sale  of  all  intoxicating  drinks,  having  had  the  same  under 
consideration^  would  respectfully  report: 

No  subject,  as  your  committee  conceive,  presents  higher 
claims  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  this  body  than  that 
which  constitutes  the  burthen  of  these  petitions.  Even  the 
pecuniary  distress  which  so  generally  prevails,  and  from  which 
all  eyes  are  turned  to  us  for  reKef,  is  not  more  deserving  our 
attention  than  this  subject.  Indeed,  the  relief  sought  by  these 
petitioners,  if  granted,  would  contribute  more,  perhaps,  ^to* 
wards  relieving  the  community  from  its  pecuniary  burdens,  than 
any  other  single  legislative  expedient  which  could  be  devised. 

From  data  on  miich  reliance  can  be  placed,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  amount  expended  annually  for  intoxicating  drinks,  in 
this  state  alone,  is  not  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars;  a  sum 
equal  to  two-thirds  the  present  estimated  value  of  the  whole 
wheat  crop  of  Michigan  the  last  year;  and  probably  equal  to 
four  times  the  amount  of  all  taxes  of  every  description  in  the 
state,  durinff  the  same  time. 

Add  to  this  the  value  of  the  time  squandered,  of  losses  oc* 
'Casioned  by  land  and  water  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks, 
and  the  entire  amount  may  be  set  down  at  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars, a  sum  sufficient  to  relieve  us  from  all  our  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments. And  besides,  no  small  portion  of  the  taxes  of 
the  state  (which  are  so  distressing  as  to  be  deemed  worthy  ^ 
le^lative  interposition,^  were  occasioned  directly  by  the  trsdGc 

it  has  been  establishea  by  well  attested  facts,  that  at  least  four* 
fifths  of  the  poor  tax,  and  about  the  same  proportion  of  all  the 
costs  of  criminal  prosecutions,  are  thus  occasioned. 

Considered  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  then,  is  not  this  a 
subject  deserving  the  grave  consideration  of  this  body  t 

But  when  we  look  at  the  subject  in  another  of  its  aspects; 
when  we  contemplate  the  domestic  wretchedness  which  is  oc- 
casioned by  the  traffic;  when  we  see  those  among  us  who 
would  otherwise  have  been  valuable  citizens  and  ornaments 
of  society  thus  transformed' into  nuisances,  alike  the  terror  and 
the  disgust  of  all  around  them,  while  their  families  are  transfer- 
red from  their  abodes  of  comfort,  to  an  abode  of  want  and  suf- 
fering.   When  we  consider,  that  this  is  the  result  of  the  traffic, 
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always  and  every  where;  and  when  we  consider  further,  that 
it  is  the  highest  interest  of  those  engaged  in  it  to  produce  this 
state  of  things,  to  the  greatest  possiUe  extent  around  them, 
how  vastly  does  the  importance  of  Ihis  subject  rise  in  the  mag- 
nitude before  \i%  and  how  greatly  increased  are  its  claims  to 
the  consideration  of  this  body  t 

But  if  there  were  any  benefit  resulting  from  the  traffic,  to 
ofiset  against  the  evils  it  inflicts  upon  the  community,  there 
would  seem  to  be  some  palliation  of  the  eviL  But  there  is  no 
b^ght  spot  to  relieve  the  dark  shade  of  the  picture.  Tiioii- 
sands  of  physicians  of  the  highest  respectability,  have  testified 
that  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  never  beneficial,  but  al- 
ways hurtful  to  persons  in  health.  The  trifling  sum  received 
for  licenses,  does  not  deserve  to  be  named  in  this  connection. 
Formerly,  the  subject  was  not  so  understood.  It  was  thought 
in  all  honesty,  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  was  beneficial 
to  mankind,  and  to  guard  against  what  was  considered  their 
abuse,  legislatures  undertook  to  regulate  the  traflic  in  tbem,  by 
permitting  onlv  a  definite  numoer  to  engage  in  it,  and  that 
number  to  be  determined  by  a  regard  to  the  ''public  good." 

The  design  was  a  benevolent  one,  but  being  based  upon  a 
false  assumption  of  facts,  the  system,  instead  of  proving  a 
blessing,  has  been  productive  of  incalculable  mischiefs  to  niai>> 
kind. 

And  now,  since  the  grand  discovery  has  been  made,  that  aH 
use  of  such  drinks,  as  a  beverage,  is  an  abuse  of  them;  should 
not  the  same  benevolence,  the  same  regard  to  '^  the  puhlie 
good,"  which  led  the  legislators  of  former  years  to  regulate 
the  traffic,  and  confine  it  to  the  few^  lead  us  to  suppress  it  ei^ 
tirely  T  As  the  matter  now  stands,  this  body  sustains  the  ns^ 
spotisibility  of  sanctioning  all  the  mischiefs  of  the  system,  of 
tinrowiog  around  it  the  sanctity  of  law,  and  thus  shielding  it 
from  merited  infamy. 

The  responsibility  of  licensing  men  at  second  hand,  to  spread 
fireside  desolations  all  around  them;  and  that  for  pay — is  it 
nothing  to  us,  that  this  responsibility  is  upon  us  1 

It  is  objected,  that  suppressing  the  traffic  by  legislative  en^ 
actment,  would  be  compelling  men  to  be  moraly  which  ia  al- 
ways odious,  and  savors  of  church  and  state. 

In  reply,  we  would  inauire  whether  the  same  objection  may 
not  be  made  against  nearly  every  law  upon  our  statute  book! 

What  is  the  design  of  laws,  for  the  punishment  of  murder 
and  theft,  if  it  be  not  to  compel  men  to  oe  moral  t 

Is  it  here  asserted,  that  the  taking  of  the  life  or  the  property 
of  another,  violates  every  fundamental  and  constitutional  lawt 

May  we  not  reply,  that  the  same  constitution  which  guaran- 
tees the  enjoyment  of  life  and  property^  also  recognizes  in  tbs 
sme  terms,  the  sacred  attribute  of  happiness  T    Need  we  in- 
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qoire  whether  there  is  any  violation  of  tbis  last  constitutional^ 
riffht  in  depriving  the  husband,  the  father,  the  son  or  the  brother 
oinoi  only  property,  but  reason,  in  transforming  the  man  into 
a  brute,  a  maniac,  a  demon,  and  often  the  destroyer  of  life  1  Is 
there  here  no  interfering  with  the  sacred  rights  of  another  1 

,  Is,  it  objected  that  such  a  law  would  conflict  with  the  private' 
lights  of  individuals,  to  buy  and  sell  as  they  please  1  But  in 
restraining  the  traffic  to  a  few,  does  not  the  law  as  effectually 
inleifere  with  the  private  rights  of  the  rest  of  community, 
to  buy  and  sell  as  they  please,  as  it  would  with  the  rights  of 
these  few,  if  the  traffic  were  entirely  suppressed,  or  are  these 
few  the  only  men  who  have  rights  1  And  besides,  this  giving 
up  of  private  rights  so  far  as  they  come  in  conflict  with  the  ge- 
neral ^ood,  is  the  very  principle  which  holds  society  together, 
and  without  which,  society  could  never  have  existed. 

This  is  the .  reason  why  innumerable  private  rights  are  sur- 
rendered by  every  member  of  civilized  society,  and  we  choose 
rather  to  suffer  the  deprivation,  than  that  society  should  be 
dissolved  into  its  original  elements,  as  it  would  soon  be,  by 
carrying  out  the  contrary  principles.  The  surrender  we  thus 
make,  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  protection  of  law. 

And  what  is  the  great  aim  of  all  legislation  t  Is  it  not  the 
protection  of  property  and  life,  of  the  public  health,  and  the 
public  morals;  ana  must  we  exclude  from  the  list,  the  individual 
right  of  the  enjoyment  of  happiness?  Must  not  these  objects 
be  secured,  at  whatever  sacnnce  of  private  interest  1 

Suppose  a  petition  were  to  come  up  to  this  body  for  the 
abatement  of  a  public  nuisance  which  was  spreading  terror  and 
death  through  a  whole  neighborhood;  should  we  stop  to  in- 
quire what  private  interests  would  be  sacrificed,  if  the  nuisance 
were  abated  ]  or  should  we  be  governed  solely  by  a  regard 
to  the  public  good  7 

But  what  are  nuisances  of  this  kind  in  their  effects  on  pro- 
perty, health  and  life,  compared  with  the  effects  of  the  traffic 
m  question  7 

.  Nay,  what  public  scourge  can  be  named  which  spreads  de- 
solation and  death  through  so  many  families  as  the  traffic  in  in- 
toxicating drinks  7  Shall  we  not  then,  as  being  under  the  most 
solemn  obligation  to  leffislate  for  the  protection  of  property 
a'l^d  life,  of  the  public  health  and  the  public  morals,  ana  also 
the  individual  rights  of  **  happiness,"  listen  to  the  prayer  of 
these  petitioners,  for  protection  for  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren, their  neighbors,  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  against  the 
inflictions  of  this  dreadful  scourge  ?  A  prayer  in  which  the 
■whole  nfaalanx  of  broken  hearted  wives  and  desolate  widows, 
-with  all  their  half  famished  little  ones  crying  for  bread,  (made 
duch  for  the  benefit  of  the  retailer,)  most  cordially  unite.  And 
even  the  poor  dilinkard  himself,  could  he  unbosom  hi^  heart, 
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would  entreat  you  to  have  mercy  ujpon  him,  and  remore  a 
temptation,  against  'which  he  has  no  power  of  resistance.  In 
several  other  states,  matters  are  fast  coming  to  this  result* 
In  Massachusetts,  it  is  true,  a  temporary  reversal  of  Uie  pros- 
pects of  the  cause,  has  of  late  been  experienced,  bat  in  one 
or  two  other  states,  prohibitory  laws  are  in  wholesome  opera- 
tion, and  in  others  still,  it  is  beneved,  similar  laws  will  soon  be 
enacted. 

Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  hope,  that  Ae 
time  will  soon  come  when  the  public  voice  will  be  so  loud  and 
united,  that  some  wholesome  legislation  will  be  the  result,  and 
thus  our  beautiful  state  be  saved  from  the  scourge  they  are 
now  called  on  to  deplore.  But  in  a  free  government,  all  ea- 
actments  which  are  not  sustained  by  a  correct  public  opnion, 
are  a  mere  nullity,  if  not  worse.  The  petitions  referred  to 
your  committee,  are  many,  having  thereon  nearly  one  thou- 
sand names,  besides  a  number  of  memorials  and  resolutions  of 
some  temperance  societies  in  their  united  capacity,  all  entrea- 
ting that  our  statute  book  may  not  longer  sanction  the  daily 
commissions  of  crime,  lead  us  to  hope  and  believe,  that  the 
time  is  near  at  hand  when  our  legislators  will  respond  to  their 
wishes,  with  the  full  assurance  that  their  prohibitory  acts  will 
be  sustained  by  the  united  and  irresistible  energy  of  our  whole 
community. 

Your  committee  would  now  recommend  ihe  adoption  of  this 
report  as  the  opinion  of  this  house,  and  ask  to  be  ~ 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

M.  KENNY, 
Chairman  Select  Commitiee. 


[No-  62.] 

Resolutions  reported  by  the  Majority  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  New  Jersey  election. 

Whereasy  The  state  of  New  Jersey,  in  common  with  hei 
sister  states,  became  a  party  to  the  Union,  cjeated  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  upon  the  express  condition,  that 
she  should  at  all  times  be  entitled  to  a  representation  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  in  proportion  to  her  population, 
and  by  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  that  constitution,  she 
is  now  entitled  to  six  representatives;  and  whereas^  the  consti* 
tution  declares  that  the  times,  places  and  manner  of  holdii^ 
elections  for  representatives  to  congress,  shall  be  prescribed  in 
each  state  by  the  legislature  thereof,  until  congress  shall  alter 
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•udi  regulations;  wti  tohereas^  five  of  the  representatives  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
elected  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  in 
that  state,  and  bearing  a  commission  granted  by  the  governor, 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  appeared  at  the  time  and 
place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  that  congress,  and 
produced  their  commissions,  as  such  representatives,  and  claim- 
ed the  right  to  unite  with  the  representatives  of  other  states  of 
the  Union,  in  forming  and  organizing  the  house  of  representsr 
tives  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  were  prevented 
by  the  acts  of  a  majority  of  those  representatives,  from  exei^ 
cising  that  right,  are  still  excluded  from  any  participation  in 
their  proceedings  and  deliberations;  therefore, 

Be  it  resohed^  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives  9/ 
ike  State  if  Michigan^  That  the  acts  of  a  portion  of  the  rep- 
resentatives from  the  several  states,  by  which  five  of  the  per- 
sons  who  were  duly  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  as  her  representatives  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  congress  of  the  United  States,  were  prevented  from  ex- 
^rciaing  their  rights,  and  performing  their  duties  as  such  repre- 
sentatives, were  not  only  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey,  but  constitute  a  precedent  replete  with  danger  to  the 
interest,  safety  and  permanency  of  the  Union. 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  in  the  name,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  we  do  hereby  most  solemnly 
PROTEST  against  these  acts,  as  unconstitutional,  unwarranted 
and  unjust,  and  against  the  enactment  of  any  laws,  by  the  re- 
mising representiELtives  of  the  several  states,  until  the  people 
of  New  Jersey,  through  their  duly  commissioned  representa- 
tives, shiJl  have  been  restored  t^D  the  rights  of  which  tney  have 
been  arbitrarily  and  wrongfully  denrived 

fAnd  be  it  further  resolv^  That  tne  governor  of  this  state  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  also  to  our  senators 
and  representative  in  congress,  with  a  request  that  they  will 
present  the  same  to  congress. 


[No.  63.] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  situation  of  the  $40^000  appropriated  for 
building  the  state  prison. 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following 
resolution : 
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Resohedf  That  a  select  committee  of  three  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  loan 
of  940,000,  authorized  by  the  law  of  April  19,  1839,  f' supple- 
mentary to  the  law  authorizing  the  buuding  of  the  state  peni-  , 
tentiary,"  and  to  report  to  this  house  how  much  of  said  loan 
has  been  received,  how  much  expended,  and^the  sitaatioa  of 
the  balance  of  said  loan,  and  the  time  when  it  will  prdbably  be 
received,  and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers*" 

Have  nad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 
make  the  following  report: 

That  they  have  ascertained  that  the  bonds  authorized  by  the 
law  referred  to,  were  sold  by  governor  Mason,  to  Wil&am 
Ford  6c  Son,  who  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  sale,  were  to 
make  for  them,  eight  monthly  instalments  of  $5,000  each,  com- 
mencing on  the  first  day  of  July  last.  Your  committee  have 
farther  ascertained,  that  in  pursuance  of  said  contract,  there 
has  been  paid  into  the  state  treasury,  the  sum  of  #14,652  82, 
and  that  a  further  sum  of  about  $900,  has  been  paid  to  tbus 
building  commissioner,  but  not  yet  endorsed  on  their  bonds, 
making  the  amount  received  up  to  this  time,  915,552  82.  It 
further  appears,  by  the  testimony  of  J.  H.  Titus,  building  com- 
missioner of  the  state  prison,  that  said  Fords  have  an  eaoita- 
ble  claim  against  the  state,  for  house  built  by  them  under  a 
contract  with  B.  Porter,  the  former  building  commissioDer  of 
the  state  prison,  for  about  the  sum  of  tl,450  00,  by  the  allow- 
ance of  which,  the  amount  received  will  be  increased  to  the 
sum  of  $17,002  82;  leaving  a  balance  now  due  the  state,  of 
922,997  18,  with  interest  from  the 'first  day  of  July  last  It 
will  be  seen,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  lastpaym^it 
was  due  on  the  first  day  of  February  last.  So  much  for  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution. 

In  regard  to. the  second  proposition,  ''  how  much  has  been 
expended,"  your  committee  would  further  report,  that  by  the 
testimony  of  J.  H«  Titus,  commissioner,  there  has  been  expen- 
ded on  said  prison,  the  whole  amount  received,  being  915,552- 
82,  and  that  in  the  prosecution  of  said  work,  there  has  been  a 
further  indebtedness  incurred  of  about  912,000,  for  which,  there 
is  at  this  time  no  adequate  provision  for  paying.  .  That  these 
debts  were  incurred  in  good  faith,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
payments  of  Messrs.  Ford  &  Son,  although  delayed  for  a  time, 
would  yet  be  received  in  time  to  render  unnecessary  any  de- 
mand upon  any  other  source  for  their  payment;  but  owing  to 
the  continued  delay,  that  there  is  at  this  time  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  their  early  liquidation.  With  these  views^  your  com- 
mittee will  offer  a  joint  resolution,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  directing  the  auditor  general  to  settle  and  pay  such 
demands. 
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Again,  as  to  *'  the  present  sitttation  of  said  loan/'  it  i¥ill  be 
seen  by  the  foreTOing,  that  the  whole  amount  of  said  loan  has 
been  some  time  due;  and  your  committee  would  further  state, 
that  a  suit  has  been  commenced,  by  the  attorney  general,  some 
time- about  the  first  of  December  last,  against  Ford  &  Son,  by 
attachment,  for  the  recovery  of  the  balance  due  the  state  for 
the  bonds  sold,  and  that  considerable  property  has  been^levied 
upon,  but  that  nearly  or  quite  all  of  which  was  previously  in- 
cumbered, and  what  may  bo  the  value  of  the  property  levied 
upon,  over  and  above  the  incumbrance,  the  attorney  general 
could  not  say,  but  from  the  universal  depression  of  real  estate 
since  the  time  said  property  was  so  incumbered,  your  conunit- 
tee  feel  justified  in  saying,  that  there  is  good  reason  to  doubt 
the  sufficiency  of  the  securities  thus  obtained.  At  the  time  of 
making  the  contract  with  the  Fords,  governor  Mason  took  a 
bond,  with  personal  securities,  that  it  is  believed  will  be  ulti- 
mately sufiicient  to  meet  any  defiqency  that  may  exist  after 
said  Fords'  property  has  been  exhausted. 

There  is  one  thing  more  enjoined  upon  your  committee,  viz: 
to  inquire  *'  when  the  balance  of  said  loan  will  probably  be  re- 
ceived  f  From  the  best  information  your  committee  could 
obtain,  they  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  no  part  of  it  will  be 
received  until  coerced  by  due  course  of  law,  unless  some  ami- 
cable arrangement  could  be  entered  into,  by  which  the  Fords 
could  be  induced  to  fulfill  the  bargain,  in  part,  and  return  a  por- 
tion of  the  state  botids. 

The  reasons  which  lead  your  committee  to  these  conclusions, 
are  ^briefly  these:    By  the  attorney  general,  we  are  informed 
.  that  the  suit  that  is  now  commenced,  will  probably  lead  to*  the 
4>btaining  a  jodgment  some  time  in  Novemb6r,  1841,  the  exe- 
cution on  which  will  be  returnable  the  April  following,  wbicb| 
if  not  satisfied,  therok  will  then  be  entered,  a  judgment  against 
the  sureties  on  the  bond,  and  an  execution  issue,  returnable  the 
'  next  November,  being  1842,  and  that  there  will  be,  by  law, 
two  years  redemption  for  the  property  sold — so  that  the  so<m- 
est,  your  committee  believe,  that  any  certainty  can  be  liad  of 
the  receipt  of  the  money  wiU  be  in  November,  1844,  four 
.  years  from  next  November,  from  which  consi<leration,  your 
committee,  feel  bound  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  legislature, 
-  an  iiiformal  proposition  of  W.  Budington,  confidential  clerk  imd 
agent  of .  Ford  &  Son,  in  the  foUowinff  letter  read  from  him 
sinoe  Ihis  committee  was  raised,  and  beCeving,  as  your  commit- 
tee d%  that  better  terms  can  be  had,  by  authorizing  some  ofil- 
.  cer  of  the  state  to  settle  with  said  Fords,  than  by  me  continu- 
ance of  the  suit  against  them,  they  have  concluded  to  submit 
the  following  joint  resolutions,  for  the  action  of  this  legisla- 
ture: 
Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreuntaHoes  of  the 
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8UU$  of  MkUgan^  That  the  auditor  general  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  authorizied  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the  claima 
of  all  persons  for  materials  furnished  and  labor  performed  lor 
the  construction  of  the  state  prison,  since  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for 
auch  sums  as  he  shall  find  to  be  due  the  respective  individuals: 
PraMedf  no  claim  shall  be  so  allowed  without  being  first  eer* 
tified  by  the  building  commissioner,  that  it  is  correct 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  auditor  general  of  thia  state  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  state 
against  W.  Ford  &  Son,  on  account  of  the  contract  entered 
into  with  them  by  governor  Mason,  for  the  payment  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  for  that  amount  of  state  bonds,  sold  to  said 
Ford  &  Son,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  state. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  B.  LATHROP, 
C.  P.  BUSH, 
JAMES  B.  LARUE, 

Committee, 


The  communication  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  reporL 

Jackson^  l^th  March^  1840. 

DfiAB  Sir — ^Yeurs  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received,  and 
as  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  leave  home  so  soon  as  yoQ 
.mention,  I  have  concluded  to  trouble  you  with  an  answer. 
My  object  in  mentioning  the  subject  of  the  bonds,  was  merely 
to  get  the  affair  so  arranged,  bemre  the  legislature  adjoomed, 
that  W.  Ford&  Son  coiud  have  the  privilege  of  returning  to 
the  state,  say  #15,000,  provided  they  were  willing,  and  qquM 
'do  so.  -*«' 

1  do  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  make  any  definite  ar- 
rangement, but  wish  to  know  whether  or  not  it  coold  be  done, 
and  I  think  it  is  quite  probable  that  they  can  and  are  wiUinglo 
make  such  an  arrangement,  as  I  am  sensible  it  is  the  better 
course,  perhaps,  for  both  parties. .  Gould  not  the  legialatore 
give  some  one  of  the  state  officers  the  authority  to  receive  and 
cancel  that  amount  of  the  bonds,  if  returned  in  a  reaaonable 
length  of  time  t  I  shall  write  to  Mr.  W.  Ford  on  the  subject, 
umT I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  will  be  disposed  to  anrax^  it 
in  that  way  ?  If  this  fdan  can  be  adopted,  will  you  say  what 
you  can,  consistently,  in  its  favor  ?    I  shall  use  my  endeavots 
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16  have  the  aibir  amicably  arranged,  which  I  think  is  much  the 
better  way;  although,  thus  far,  it  has  been  a  hard  bargain  for 
R  &  Son. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

W.  BUDINGTON. 
Hon.  H.  B.  Lathrop,  Detroit 


[No.  64.] 
Special  Message. 

jfb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiwes : 

Next  to  that  course  of  legislation,  the  tendency  of  which,  may 
be  to  foster  our  love  of  country,  and  to  preserve  and  invigo* 
rate  whatsoever  may  be  pure  and  praiseworthy  in  the  moral 
sentiments  of  the  community,  I  know  of  nothing  more  practi- 
cally useful  in  free  governments  than  a  habit  of  a  vj^ilant 
watchfulness  over  the  public  finances,  and  a  periodical  and 
scrutinizing  investigation,  by  the  legislature,  of  the  public  ac* 
counts.  It  was  doubtless  under  a  full  sense  of  the  importance 
of  this  general  proposition,  that  the  pec^Ie  of  Michigan  have 
caused  to  be  inserted  in  our  fundamental  law,  the  fourth  seo* 
tion  of  the  twelfth  article  of  our  constitution.  That  section 
provides,  amonff  other  things,  "  that  an  accurate  statement  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  shall  be  attached  to,  and  publish* 
ed  with  tne  laws  annually."  Our  constituents,  gentlemen,  have 
a  right  to  expect  that  this  provision  in  their  constitution  dhould 
be  complied  with,  both  literally  and  in  its  spirit  Has  that  ex- 
pectation ever  hitherto^  been  properly  realized  t  Until  this  last 
year,  I  cannot  perceive  that  the  slightest  regard  has  been  paid 
to  it  The  journals  of  the  last  session  will  show  that  this  mat- 
ter was  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  and  that 
reiterated  attempts  were  made  to  enforce  the  spirit  and  object 
of  that  provision;  with  what  success,  it  is  for  the  selected 
agents  ot  the  people  to  judge*  The  voluminous  report  of  the 
auditor  general  vras  so  published.  It  was  substituted  in  lien  of 
an  accurate  exposition  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  state, 
prepared  under  the  immediate  control  and  direction  of  the  le* 
^mture  itself.  But  does  such  an  exhibit  satisfy  the  just  nieai^ 
ing  and  object  of  that  clause  oT  the  constitution,  to  which  I 
have  alluded  7  It  seems  to  me,  that  it  does  not;  and  that  no- 
tbfaig  short  of  a  statemrat  prepared  with  diHoence  and  great 
cafe  by  a  joint  committee,  or  a  committee  of  one  of  the  two 
hoawsy  and  broogkt  by  such  committee  to  the  direct  view,  aad 
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for  the  entire  sanction  of  both  branches  ct  the  legislatne^ 
would  meet  this  positive  requisition  of  our  fundamental  law. 

Influenced  by  such  considerations,  I  now  respectfully  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  matter;  and  feeling  as^ 
sured  that  all  aid  possible,  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of  the  ob- 
jecty  will  be  furnished  by  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  govenunent, 
I  venture  to  recommend  that  the  preliminary  investigations  be 
commenced  at  an  early  day,  and  that  a  clear,  plain  and  accu- 
rate exposition  of  the  present  pecuniary  condition  of  the  state, 
(comprisinj;  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,)  be 
prepared  for  publication  with  the  laws  of  the  present  legisla- 
ture, in  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  that  clause 
in  the  constitution,  to  which  1  have  made  allusion. 

WM.  WOODBRIDGE. 

EzectUioe  Office,  March  14»  1840. 


[No.  65.] 

Report  of  the  Minority  of  the  Select  Committee  on 

the  New  Jersey  election. 

The  minority  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  special  message  of  the  governor  relative  to  the  late  election 
for  representatives^  in  congress,  within,  and  for  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  together  with  the  documents  and  joint  resolutions 
from  the  said  state,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions,  as  declaratory  of  their  views  i;^ 
on  tne  facts  connected  with  that  subject. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.^ 

D.  V.  BELL, 
D.  a  WALKER. 


Preamble  and  joint  resolutions^ 

Whereasj  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  seve^ 
nd  states  are  empowered  to  prescribe  and  regulate  the  time, 
places  and  manner  of  holdinj^  elections  for  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  the  congress  oT  the  United  States,  and  the  seme 
instrument  further  provides  that  the  representatives  from  the 
several  states,  who  compose  the  popular  branch  of  the  congress, 
shall  be  elected  by  the  peopk  ot  those  states: 

And  whereas,  by  a  legislative  enactment,  in  conformity  to 
the  povirers  above  enumerated  and  conferred  by  the  constttu- 
tion,  the  state  of  New  Jersey  did  prescribe  the  time,  places 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  fcH*  representatives  incoogreas 
from  that  state: 
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JM  wkereoBj  tiie  people  of  md  state  (!Kd,  in  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  saia  enactment,  elect  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
lawfal  voters  of  said  state,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  William  R.  Coo- 
per, Philemon  Dickerson,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  Joseph  Kille  and 
foseph  F.  Randolph,  to  represent  them  in  the  twenty-sixth 
^njnress  of  the  United  States: 

<£ti  whereasy  by  the  said  enactment  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  governor  and  privy  council  of  the  said  state  of  New  Jersey, 
to  cast  np  the  whole  number  of  votes  from  the  several  coun- 
ties, for  each  candidate  for  representative  in  congress^  and 
thereby  determine  the  six  persons  who  have  the  greatest  num- 
ler  of  votes  from  the  whole  state  therefor;  and  more  effectual- 
y  to  protect  each  and  every  township  and  county  in  said  state 
rom  unlawful  disfranchisement  by  the  neglect  or  fraud  on  the 
)art  of  the  returning  officers  of  such  town  or  county;  the  same 
mactment  further  requires  the  governor  in  all  cases  where  cer- 
ified  lists  of  the  polls  of  said  elections  in  any  of  said  townships 
^r  counties,  shall  not  have  been  returned  by  the  same,  within 
I  specified  time,  and  before  the  governor  and  privy  council 
ibdl  proceed  to  determine  the  result  of  said  election,  forthwith 
o  cause  an  express  to  be  sent  for,  and  procure  the  same  at  the 
expense  of  the  state: 

Jtnd  whereasy  the  certified  lists  of  the  votes  polled  in  the  said 
tate  at  the  late  election  therein  for  representatives  in  congress, 
eceived  by  the  ^vemor  and  privy  council,  were  not  all  true 
fid  correct  lists,  inasmuch  as  tnose  from  the  counties  of  Cum- 
^rland  and  Middlesex,  were  not  full  and  complete;  nor  did 
hey  purport  to  be  so;  but  in  which  the  statements  of  the  num- 
er  of  votes  given  in  two  townships  within  said  counties  were 
mitted,  thereby  excluding  six  hundred  and  forty-six  votes,  re- 
;ularly  polled  in  said  townships: 

JSlndtohereaSy  notwithstanding  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of 
be  governor  of  said  state,  under  the  requirements  of  its  laws, 
>  cause  to  be  procured  from  the  aforesaid  townships  failing  to 
lake  returns  therefrom,  certified  copies  of  the  poll  lists,  or 
latements  of  the  number  of  votes  given  therein,  before  he  and 
lie  privy  council  could  determine  according  to  law,  the  true 
ssult  of  said  election;  and  notwithstanding  also,  that  certified 
opies  of  the  poll  lists  and  statements  of  all  the  votes  polled  at 
m  electicm  in  said  townshipsin  default,  duly  and  legally  au- 
^enticatad,  were  procured  and  presented  to  the  said  governor 
nd  privy  council,  yet  nevertheless,  the  said  governor  and 
riry  council  did,  in  utter  contempt,  disregard  and,  in  gross 
folation  of  ajpositive  law  of  said  state,  refuse  to  receive  the 
ertified  lists  from  said  townships,  but  did  reject  the  same,  and 
len  determined  that  it  cmpeared  to  them,  that  John  B.  Ay crigg, 
iTflliani  Haltted,  John  t.  B.  Maxwell,  Joseph  F.  Randolph, 
haries  C.  StratloD  and  Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  were  dulv  elect- 
[H.  R.  Doc-]  71 
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ed  by  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  representatives  from  the  nid 
state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States: 

JlTid  whereas,  it  appears  by  a  certificate  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  of  said  state  of  New  Jersey,  subscribed  by  him  offidally, 
and  duly  authenticated  by  his  seal  of  office  thereunto  attached, 
which,  after  declaring  therein,  the  whole  n^^ber  of  votes  polled 
in  said  state  for  all  the  candidates  for  representatives,  afore- 
said, evident  and  manifest,  'that  the  above  mentioned  perscms 
who  were  by  the  governor  and  privy  council,  declared  to  be 
elected,  did  not  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  ibr 
representatives  aforesaid,  and  were  consequently  not  elected 
as  such,  as  the  following  extract  from  said  certificate  will 
show,  viz :  '^  It  appears  that  at  said  election,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  Jo- 
seph Kille,  and  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  received  a  majority  of  iht 
whole  number  of  votes  given  in  the  said  state  of  New  Jersey 
for  representatives  of  said  state  in  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the  United  States.     And  not- 
withstanding this  official  declaration  of  the  said  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  doubts  entertained  b^  the  said  governor  himself, 
who,  at  the  time  of  determining  with  the  privy  council^  the  re- 
sult of  said  election,  stated,  ''  that  if  through  inadvertence  or 
by  design,  any  votes  have  not  been  returned  by  the  clerks,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  house  of  representatives,  (of  congress,) 
in  their  discretion,  to  allow  those  votes,  and  give  the  seat  to 
the  person,  who,  with  those  votes,  may  be  elected;"  and  further, 
that  '<  it  is  his  earnest  wish,  that  before  that  proper  and  constir 
iutional  tribunal  for  deciding  the  matter,  each  candidate  may 
have  the  full  benefit  of  every  legal  vote  he  may  have  receivea 
at  the  election."    The  said  governor,  nevertheless,  did  not  per* 
form  the  duty  required  of  him  by  law,  but  in  dereliction  oi  the 
same,  refused  to  commission  or  grant  certificates  of  election  to 
the  representatives  positively  and  lawfully  elected  by  the  ma* 
jority  of  the  electors  of  said  state,  but  contrary  to  the  true  re- 
sult of  said  election,  and  against  the  expressed  will  of  the  free- 
men of  said  state,  as  manifested  at  the  ballot  boxes,  did  give 
and  grant  commissions  of  election  to  five  of  the  other  oppo- 
sing candidates,  who  were  in  the  minority  of  the  sufiragea  of 
the  people. 

And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  wrongful  and  unjust  grant- 
ing of  said  commission,  although  stamped  with  the  ''  broad seaF 
of  said  state,  five  of  the  legally  elected,  hut  unlawfully  dis- 
franchised, representatives  of  said  state,  with  their  commission 
derived  directly  from  the  people,  and  the  same  solemnly  au- 
thenticated with  the  broader  seal  of  their  appmbaiion^  wim  the 
firm  determination  to  maintain  the  purity  of  election,  and  the 
constitutional  rights  of  themselves  and  of  the  people  ;  and  ia 
obedience  to  their  will^  did  appear  in  the  house  of  representa- 
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tiyes  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  at  the  proper  time, 
and  presenting  the  evidence  of  their  election  and  return,  in 
legal  and  proper  form,  chum  their  seats  in  said  house,  but  were 
prevented  from  taking  the  same  by  the  acts  of  five  of  the  per- 
sons claimin;?  and  contesting  the  same,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
commission  given  and  granted  them  by  the  governor,  as  afore- 
said, contrary  to  law,  and  in  manifest  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  said  state. 

^nd  whereas,  the  house  of  representatives  in  congress,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  proper  constitutional  right  and  privilege  "'to 
judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  mem- 
bers," did  proceed  through  their  standing  committee  on  elec- 
tions, to  investigate,  judge,  and  determine,  which  of  the  persons 
claiming  and  contesting  their  seats  in  said  house,  were  duly 
elected  and  entitled  to  the  same  therein;"  and  after  the  most 
patient,  laborious,  and  impartial  investigation,  and  upon  the 
same  evidence  which  was  presented  beiore  the  said  governor 
and  privy  council,  the  said  committee  did  formally  report  to 
liie  said  house,  ^'  that  it  appears  prima  facie  upon  the  evidence 
in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel  B. 
Ryall,  William  R.  Cooper,  Joseph  Kille  and  Joseph  P.  Ran- 
dolph, are  the  five  of  the  ten  individuals  claiming  seats  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  who  received  the  greatest  number  of  law- 
ful votes  from  the  whole  state,  for  representatives  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  at  the  election  of  1838,  in  said  state. 

Jtnd  whereas,  the  said  house  of  representatives  did,  upon  the 
presentation  of  said  report  from  said  committee,  accept,  adopt 
and  eonfmn  the  same,  by  admitting  to  their  seats  the  said  five 
individuals,  who  were,  by  the  arbitrary  and  unlawful  acts  of 
the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  in  danger  of  being  excluded  from 
the  same,  but  were  duly  and  legally  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  state,  by  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  representa- 
tives in  said  house;  thereby  triumphantly  vindicating  the  just 
rights  of  the  people,  and  rigidly  rebuking  the  arbitrary  en- 
croachment thereon,  even  though  the  same  is  attempted  by  men 
in  "high  places;"  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatioes  of 
ike  state  of  Michigan,  That  the  act  of  the  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  in  granting  commissions  of  election  to  five  of  the  per- 
sons therein  named,  is  a  flagrant  outrage  upon  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  said  state;  is  a 
positive  violation  of  its  legislative  enactments,  and  which  has 
nad  the  eflfect  of  depriving,  for  a  time,  the  said  state  of  the 
Greater  part  of  its  constitutional  representation  in  the  popular 
Brattch  of  the  national  legislature. 

And  be  it  further  resolved^  That  this  legislature,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  and  as  a  sister  state,  do,  there- 
foroy  most  sokmnhf  protest  against  said  act,  as  an  arbitiary  as- 
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sumption  of  power,  as  unconstitntionftl,  unlawfal,  and  m  an  iavai* 

sion  of  the  rights  and  franchises  of  the  people  of  the  said  state 
of  New  Jersey,  and  dastructiye  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  her  institutions. 


[No.  0C-] 

Report  of  the  Select  Committjiee,  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  completing  a  part  of  the  Clmton  and  Kala- 
•    mazoo  Canal. 

The  select  committee  of  the  house  of  representatiTes,  ap- 
pointed to  report  to  said  house,  upon  the  expediency  of  com* 
pletiog  that  part  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  whick 
has  aJready  oeen  contracted,  and  is  now  partially  constructed, 
and  **  also  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  connecting  said 
canal  with  lake  St  Clair,  so  as  to  render  the  same  availaUa 
and  productive  to  the  state  when  completed,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise,"  having  had  the  matters  referred  to 
them  under  consideration,  have  directed  their  chairman  to 
transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  the  following  report, 
with  the  accompanying  documents  and  resolutions. 

In  order  that  the  legislature  may  be  the  better  enabled  to 
come  to  a  correct  and  satisfactory  conclusion  with  reqpect  to 
the  immediate  prosecution  of  that  important  state  work,  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  at  least,  so  far  as  already  con* 
tracted  and  commenced,  with  a  view  also  to  its  ultimate  final 
completion  hereafter,  so  soon  as  the  financial  afiairs  of  the 
country  and  the  resources  of  the  state  will  warrant,  it  be- 
comes necessary  and  pfoper,  briefly  to  advert  to  certain  facts 
and  considerations  which  are  believed  to  have  an  important 
bearing  upon  this  question.  Whatever  may  now  be  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  with  respect  to  the  policy  or  wisdcxn  of  engi^ 
ging  our  young  state  in  so  gigantic  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements as  that  adopted  in  1887,  there  can  certainly  be  no 
doubt,  in  this  age  of  enlightened  enterprise,  that  nothing  can 
so  surely  advance  the  best  interests  of  our  state,  and  promote 
and  sustain  the  permanent  prosperity  of  our  citizens,  as  the 
vigorous  prosecution,  to  their  final  completion,  of  such  paUtc 
works  of  internal  improvement  as  will  in  the  greatest  oegiee 
combine  all  or  most  of  the  benefits  and  advanti^s  naturally 
resulting  from  such  works.  With  respect  to  the  relative 
merits  of  canab  and  railroads  in  general,  in  all  the  xemdliiig 
advantages  which  constitute  the  moving  causes  for  ^^F^g^ging 
in  such  miprovements,  it  is  believed  that  the  united  T0iee<7 
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every  scientific  ^igineer,  erery  enli^tened  statesman  and  busi- 
ness man,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  community,  will  be  foand 
to  give  a  decided  preference  to  canah.  While  raHroads  are  of 
comparatively  small  value  to  the  immediate  vicinity  through 
which  they  run,  and  only  tend,  in  any  considerable  degree  to 
increase  in  value  such  part  of  the  real  estate  of  our  citizens  as  1 
may  happen  to  be  situated  at  the  two  extreme  points  of  com- 
mencement and  telvnination,  and  in  a  smaller  degree  at  such 
intermediate  points  as  may  chance  to  be  favored  with  depots 
and  other  stopping  places;  caiuils  have  the  direct  and  immedi- 
ate effect  veiy  greatly  to  increase  in  value  all  the  lands  and 
other  property  within  tfie  reach  of  their  influence  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  country  through  which  they  may  pass: 
towns  and  villages,  as  experience  has  uniformly  shown,  spring 
up  rapidly  along  the  whole  line,  and  are  permanently  maintained 
in  a  healthy  prosperity — ^the  whole  resources  of  the  country 
are  brought  into  active  use  and  operation  in  the  cheapest  pos- 
sible manner;  and  the  farmer,  mechanic,  manufacturer,  mer- 
chant, and  every  other  class  of  citizens  are  made  to  partici- 
Cte  equally  in  the  advanta^s  realized.  And  thus  immense 
nefits  are  not  only  realized  by  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
but  great  and  important  additions  are  made  to  the  wealth  and 
rssources  of  the  state  in  general. 

Without  intending  to  detract,  in  the  least,  from  the  merits 
and  advantages  of  raihroads  to  Uie  traveling  community,  and, 
in  many  respects,  to  the  citizens  generally,  as  well  as  to  the 
state  itself,  where  such  works  are  proper  and  necessary,  it 
would  be  preposterous,  and  against  all  evidence  and  experience, 
to  contend  that  they  can  ever  be  brought  into  successful  com- 
petition with  canals  in  general  utility  and  natural  advantages. 

GkK>d  railroads  have  always  cost  a  much  greater  sum  for 
their  construction,  than  canak,  on  routes  equally  favorable; 
and,  when  completed,  the  expense^of  keeping  in  repair  and  ope- 
ration, is  incomparably  greater;  the  natural  consequence  of 
which  is,  as  all  experience  testifies,  that  the  charges  for  trans- 
portation upon  railroads,  are  about  three  times  as  much  as  on  ca- 
nals, in  oraer  to  render  them  equally  profitable.  With  these 
brief  and  imperfect  remariu,  applicable  to  the  merits  of  canals 
tskd  railroads  in  general,  we  proceed  to  speak  of  the  Clinton 
and  Kalamazoo  canal  in  particular.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that 
in  any  view  which  can  ne  taken  of  this  subject,  at  this  time, 
difficulties  are  to  be  encountered  at  almost  every  step,  and  that 
owing  to  a  peculiarly  unhappy  comlnnation  of  circumstances 
with  which  we  are  surrounaedf,  and  the  many  conflicting  local 
interests,  necessarily  effecting  every  measure  relating  to  our 
systmn  of  internal  improvements,  an  entire  unanimity  of  feeling 
and  opinion  can  hardly  be  expected  to  exist,  or  be  brou^t 
about    Still  it  is  confidently  beoeved,  tbatadAnooosideratioQ 
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oi  facts,  and  a  dae  regard  to  the  important  interests  of  the  state, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  such  a  decision  with  respect  to  this  woHe 
as  will  not  only  reasonably  satisfy  that  portion  of  our  citizens 
more  immediately  interested,  but  also  every  other  portion  of 
our  state.  This  question  naturally  presents  itself  in  a  two-fold 
I  aspect;  first,  with  regard  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
prosecuting  this  work  to  its  final  completion,  throughout  the 
whole  line,  so  as  to  connect  the  waters  of  lake  St  Clair,  on  the 
east,  with  those  of  lake  Michigan,  on  the  west;  second,  with 
regard  to  the  immediate  completion^of  the  eastern  part,  at  least 
so  far  as  already  contracted  and  commenced,  and  connecting 
the  same  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  St  Clair,  by  way 
of  the  Clinton  river,  with  the  view  of  rendmng  the  same  im- 
mediately productive  to  the  state.  It  can  scarcely  be  neces- 
sary, at  this  late  day,  either  to  produce  Tiew  argun^nts,  or  re- 
peat those  heretofore  adduced,  in  favor  of  either  the  policy,  pro- 
priety, or  expediency  of  this  important  work,  as  the  united 
concurrence  of  the  three  last  legislatures  of  this  state,  each  of 
whom  have  passed  heavy  appropriations  for  its  construction, 
would  seem  to  be  decisive  in  its  favor.  This  canal  has  from 
the  first,  been  looked  upon  by  our  ablest  and  most  enlightened 
citizens,  as  decidedly  the  most  important  work  embraced  in  oor 
system  of  internal  improvements.  And  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per here,  to  quote  the  views  and  opinions  of  our  engineers  and 
ix>ards  of  internal  improvements,  whose  scientific  acquirements 
and  experience,  and  whose  greater  opportunities  of  knowledge, 
from  actual  observation  and  official  information,  have,  without 
doubt,  enabled  them  to  form  the  most  correct  judgment  upon 
this  subject 

In  the  first  report  of  Jarvis  Hurd,  Esq.,  chief  en^neer  upon 
this  route,  he  says:  ''In  relation  to  the  importance  and  utility 
of  a  canal,  in  point  of  interest  and  solid  wealth  to  the  state, 
there  can  be  no  doubt;  in  other  states  experience  Ims  tested 
this  point  beyond  a  question,  and  reference  alone  can  satisfy 
the  most  sceptical.  My  own  viewB  are,  that  the  state  ceutnot 
embark  in  a  tvork  so  safely  calculated  to  promote  so  generaiiy  the 
great  and  growing  interest  of  this  state,  as  that  of  constructing 
an  independent  canal  across  the  peninsula,  from  the  eastern  to 
the  toestem  navigable  watersJ^ — (See  Doc.  ofH.of  Reps.,  1838, 
p.  216. 

And  again,  in  another  report  to  the  board,  March  23,  1838, 
he  says:  ''Of  the  various  modes  of  improvement  our  country 
is  susceptible  of,  it  has  been  the  studied  policy  of  our  distin- 
guished and  best  informed  men,  and  most  eminent  and  sdent^ 
engineers,  to  encourage  that  of  canaUng,  as  the  best  adapted  to 
the  carrying  trade,  and  to  the  settling,  enriching,  and  devel<^ 
ing  the  resources  of  a  country.''  "The  great  SinxxtBgiSB  to  a 
country,  canais  possess  over  oth^  commnnicationsy  is  tte  ready 
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market  tiiey  aflford  for  almost  every  article  the /imner  or  me- 
ehanic  can  produce,  and  their  peculiar  adaptation  to  the  grow- 
ing up  of  villages,  towns  and  cities,  through  the  whole  line  of 
their  communication,  and  the  simplicity  of  the  mode  of  trans- 
portation, which  brings  the  field  of  competition  within  the 
reach  of  almost  every  individual,  however  humble  his  station* 
The  ease,  facility  and  cheapness  with  which  cumbrous  articles, 
and  every  species  of  property  is  moved — the  certainty  of  time 
in  getting  returns  from  remittances,  and  the  security  of  life  and 
property,  from  the  safety  in  the  mode  of  conveyance,  combine 
to  render  this  no  monopoly  of  communication — ^the  best  adapted 
to  the  necessities  and  wants  of  an  extensive  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  country.  And  this,  unquestionably,  is  destined 
to  be  the  future  character  of  Michigan," — {Doc.  47,  H.  ofRep.^ 
1838,  p.  1  and  2.)  And  in  this  view  the  commissioners  of  tne 
board  seem  fully  to  concur.  In  their  report  to  the  legislature 
in  February,  l&d8,  they  say:  ^^At  this  day  there  is  no  doubt 
in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  superior  advantages  oi  canals  o\tt 
railroads^  to  the  country  on  the  immediate  line  of  the  improve- 
ment, or  where  heavy  and  bulky  articles  are  to  be  transpor- 
ted."—(&e  JOoc. //.  ofRep.y  1838, p.  616.) 

With  regard  to  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
this  particular  canal,  (in  addition  to  the  admitted  superior  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  canals  over  railroads  in  general,  it  may 
be  stated: 

1st  '^A  canal  can  be  constructed]  throughout  the  entire  dis- 
tance, and  at  as  reasonable  an  expenditure,  taking  the  whole 
line  together,  as  works  of  a  similar  nature  in  any  other  section 
of  the  Union." — {See  ConCrs  Report^  Doc.  of  H*of  Rep.,  1838, 
p.  516.) 

2d.  ^^  The  surveyed  route  passes  near  the  centre  of  almost 
every  county  in  the  tier  of  counties  through  which  it  runs,  and 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended." — {See  same  Doc.  of  H.  of 
AgE^.,  1838,  ;>.  516.) 

3dl  ^'  The  general  surface  of  the  country,  and  the  soil  over 
which  the  canal  line  passes,  have  been  found  more  than  ordina- 
rily favorable  to  the  construction  of  a  canal." — {^e  repoi't  of 
chief  engineer  Hurd,  Doc.  of  H.  of  Rep.y  18S8,jp«  214.) 

4th.  '<  Fewer  obstructions  present  themselves  than  were  an- 
ticipated; and  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  saving  of 
expense,  of  a  hazardous  and  uncertain  navigation,  the  facilities 
it  will  afford  to  the  interior  for  market,  the  amount  of  lockage^ 
and  the  cheapness  of  its  construction^  it  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  important  works  of  the  age;  and  to  the  state  of  Mi' 
ckigany  what  the  Erie  canal  is  to  the  state  ofJ^Pew  YorW^-*^{See 
report  of  Janns  Hurd^  Esq.^  Doc.  JVb.  47,  H.  of  Rep.^  March 
23,  1838.) 

5th.  <<  The  country  over  which  the  route  of  the  canal  is  lo- 
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cated,  to  the  east  line  of  lo^am  county,  is  much  settled.  The 
residue  of  the  route  is  '*  settling  rapidb/^  and  from  the  richnefls 
of  its  soil,  {surpassed  by  none  other  in  the  state,)  and  saperaBunr 
dance  of  valuable  timber,  in  connection  uyiih  the  ntanierous  amd 
(when  accessible  by  a  canal,)  invaluable  vioier  powers,  bids  fair 
to  become  second  in  wealth  and  population  to  7U>  other  portion  of 
the  state." — {See  Mr.  Hurd^s  report  in  Doc.  H.  of  Rep.,  1838, 
p.  216.) 

^  6th.  "  The  population  of  the  counties  of  Macomb,  Oakland, 
Uvingston,  Inghanii  Eaton,  Barry  and  Allegan,  through  the 
centre  of  which  this  canal  line  runs,  and  for  whose  more  par- 
ticular benefit  it  i^s  designed,  was,  in  1838,  97,813,  bdng 
about /ottr^iSA^  as  much  as  the  population  of  the  southern  tier 
of  counties  through  which  the  line  of  the  southern  railroad 
runs,  about  t/iree-Jourths  as  much  as  the  tier  of  counties  through 
which  the  central  railroad  runs,  and  being  also  from  one-Mk 
to  one  fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  this  state.^^Seo  MM 
Oaxetteer  of  Michigan,  printed  in  1838.) 

7.  "  The  amount  of  unimproved  water  power  on  the  streams 
crossed  by  the  canal  route,  m  its  immediate  vicinity,  aside  from 
that  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  (which  stream  was  not  gnaged 
to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  it,)  if  judiciously 
applied,  would  drive  more  than  six  hundred  run  qfstoneJ^  (Sie 
Mr,  Hurd^s  report.  Doc.  47,  House  of  RqnresesOatioes,  March 
23,  1838,  pa^e  98.) 

And  to  this  may  be  Added  about  thirty  grist  mills  and  one 
hundred  saw  mills,  than  already  in  operation,  along  the  line  of 
the  canal,  besides  the  other  purposes  to  which  water  power 
was  applied.     (See  Blois^  Gazetteer.) 

If  then,  the  facts  be  so,  (and  they  appear  to  be  either  gene* 
rally  admitted,  or  proved  to  be  true  beyond  all  rational  contro- 
versy,) that  canals  are  superior  to  railroads  in  all  the  essential 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  these  public  improvements — ^that 
this  canal  route  is  found  to  be  not  only  practicable  but  highly 
eligible,  and  capable  of  being  constructed  as  cheap,  at  least,  as 
any  ^milar  canal  in  the  Union,  andfor  a  much  less  amount  of  mo* 
ney  than  either  of  the  railroads  across  our  penininda — ^that  it 
passes  through  the  centre  of  a  tier  of  counties  containing  in 
1838,  nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  population  of  this  state, 
and  that  population  rapidly  increasing^tbat  ^s  tier  of  coini* 
ties  possesses  a  soil  equal,  at  least  in  fertility,  to  any  other  sec- 
tion of  our  state — that  on  the  immediate  line  of  this  canal  there 
is  a  greater  amount  of  water  power,  than  the  affgiegale  «»« 
proved  water  power  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  ai^  with  all  the 
other  natural  elements  <^  permanent  weakh  and  great  prosperi- 
ty, a  great  part  of  which  are  only  awaiting  the  advantages  of 
this  internal  communication  fully  to  develope  and  briw  tbera 
into  active  operation,  the  oondusion  is  irresisliUy  ibroed  upon 
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the  unprqu<ficed  mind,  that  if  there  be  ahy  thing  in  our  whole 
jystem  of  internal  improvements,  which,  from  its  own  intrinsic 
nerits,  is  worthy  of  the  fostering  care  of  our  state  government 
—if  there  be  any  one  work,  the  permanent  advantages  and 
sure  benefits  of  which,  to  our  state  and  its  citizens,  would  jus- 
:ify  its  vigorous  prosecution  to  its  final  and  speedy  completion, 
that  woi^k  is  the  "Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal." 

The  system  of  internal  improvement,  in  which  our  state  has 
engaged,  may  be  on  too  extensive  a  scale  for  the  limited  means, 
ind  as  yet,  but  partially  developed  resources  of  our  young 
jtate;  or  th6  present  unexampled  pecuniary  derangements  of 
>ur  country,  may  have  rendered  it  difficult  to  complete  even 
what  was  wisely  and  prudently  undertaken,  and  that  conse- 
quently, it  may  be  necessary  to  suspend,  for  the  present,  such 
parts  of  that  system  as  appear  least  likely  to  produce  a  revenue 
to  the  state,  or  otherwise  result  in  any  immediate  adequate  be- 
nefit to  the  people.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  that  upon  proper  investigation,  this  canal  would  ne- 
ver be  abandoned  or  suspended  while  any  other  work  in  the 
state  was  being  prosecuted.  At  all  events,  whatever  may  be 
the  state  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  and  to  whatever 
conclusion  the  le^slature  may  in  its  wisdom  arrive,  with  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  making  any  new  appro- 
priations during  the  present  session,  upon  any  of  these  works, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  credit  and  resources  of  the 
state  are  yet  amply  suflicient  to  provide  for  the  real  interest  of 
the  people  and  tne  state,  by  completing,  with  as  much  expedi- 
tion as  our  present  situation  will  warrant,  such  parts  of  the  se- 
veral works  as  are  already  under  contract  and  partially  com- 
pfefed,  so  fbr,  at  least^  as  the  making  of  such  contracts  was 
justified  by  appropriations  previously  made  by  law.  To  aban- 
don now  such  parts  of  these  principal  works  is  are  under  con- 
tract and  partially  completed,  and  whose  completion  is  already 
provided  tor  by  specific  (tmrapriations,  would  be  to  subject  the 
state  to  the  certain  entire  Ibss  of  the  amounts  already  expend* 
ed  on  such  parts*,  and  would  plainly  involve  a  violation  or  pub- 
lic faith,  not  only  towards  the  cxmtractors  themselves,  but  also 
towards  the  citizens  of  those  sections  of  our  state  more  pai'ticu- 
larly  interested  iti  such  works. 

It  would,  therefore,  doubtless  be  true  policy  and  economy, 
on  th^  piart  of  the  state,  to  prosecute  with  persevering  energy 
to  their  final  (fempfetion,  at  least,  such  parts  of  her  public 
Works  as  are  already  faHialty  constructed;  as  by  doing  so  there 
w6uld  be  saved,  the  amount  of  money  already  expended,  be- 
sides ihe  aknbtmt  of  damages  that  might  be  justly  clidmed  by 
contractors  for  loss  of  materials  on  hand,  anticipated  pro- 
fit, Ac,  (which  damages  alone,  would,  in  mfeiny  cases,  be  suf- 
ficient to  complete  the  unfinished  parts  of  the  works.)    This 

[a  R.  Doc.]  72 
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would  doubtless  give  us^  to  sum  extent,  credit  abrotd,  and  insaie 
confidence  and  stability  at  home;  it  would  also  soon  give  us  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  works  so  far  as  completed,  the  proceeds  of 
which  would  be  replenishing  the  treasury,  while  the  necessa- 
ry expenses  of  superintending  would  be  materially  diminish- 
ed. 

A  simple  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  canal  will,  it  is  confidently  believeo,  satisfy  the 
most  sceptical  upon  this  subject,  and  the  most  strenuous  adT0> 
cates  of  economy,  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  above  re- 
commended, so  far  as  this  work  is  concerned* 

There  has  been  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  this 

work  by  the  legislature  of  1837,  940,000  00 

By  the  legislature  of  1838,  205,000  00 

do  do  1839,  60,000  00 

Making  m  all,  305^000  00 

Besides  the  amount  expended  for  the  survey, 
&c,  in  1837,  (as  appears  by  the  documents  of 
the  house  of  represenUUioes  for  1838,  page 
149,;  912,117  27 

There  has  been  expended  in  con- 
struction, in  1838,  (as  appears  by 
documents  of  house  of  represent 
tatives  IQSdy  pages  276  and  278,)  21,081  57 
In  1839,  up  to  November  30,  (sec 
page  8,  of  senate  documents  JVb. 
5,  1840,;  93,221  35 

115,202  92 


Leaving  still  unexpended,  November  30,  1840, 

of  appropriations  made,  9189,797  08 

This  amount  of  9115,202  92  has  all  been  expended  on  the 
east  part  of  the  canal,  aloz^  the  line  from  Mt.  Clemens  to 
Rochester,  a  distance  of  something  more  than  sixteen  miles, 
embracing  the  sixteen  eastern  sections;  each  section  of  which 
is  now  partially  constructed,  and  the  whole  distance  requiring 
the  expenditure  of  only  #138,716  88  more  for  its  entire  com- 
pletion; which  is  already  provided  for  by  the  specific  appro- 
priations already  made^  as  above  stated,  and  leaving  an  excess 
after  such  completion  of  sufficient  amount  to  render  this  part 
of  the  canal  available,  useful  and  immediately  productive  to  the 
state,  by  forming  the  desired  and  absolutely  necessary  com- 
munication  between  it  and  lake  St  Clair,  by  way  of  the  Clin- 
ton river,  according  to  the  plan  and  survey  of  Uie  engineera, 
and  the  recommendations  of  the  board  of  internal  improve- 
ment 
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It  wiD  be  seen  by  senate  docnment  5, 1840,  that  the  estinia- 
ted  expense  of  said  route,  from  Mt  Clemens  to 
Rochester,  is  9253,919  80 

From  this  deduct  the  amount  already  expended, 

as  above  stated,  115,202  92 

Left  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  work  to 

Rochester  as  it  stood  November  30, 1839,         9138,716  88 

The  amount  of  work  done  since  November  30, 
1839,  is  not  known,  but  from  the  best  informa- 
tion obtained,  may  be  about  40,716  88 

Which  would  leave  at  this  time  necessary  to 

complete  this  part,  $98,000  00 

The  unexpended  balance  of  appropriations  made  towards  the 
construction  of  this  work  as  before  stated,  was 
November  30,  1839,  9189,797  08 

From  which  deduct  supposed  amount  of  work 

done  from  November  30,  1839,  as  above,  40,716  88 

Would  leave  now  an  unexpended  balance  of       149,080  20 
From  which  deduct  amount  now  necessary  to 
complete  this  part  from  Mt  Clemens  to  Roches- 
ter, as  above,  98,000  20 

Leaves  an  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tion  of  51,080  20 

From  which  deduct  the  estimated  expense  of 
connecting  said  canal  with  lake  St.  Clair  at  Bel- 
videre,  by  way  of  the  Clinton  fiver,  according 
to  the  special  report  of  the  board  in  its  favor, 
signed  by  E.  H.  Lathrop,  Rix  Robinson,  James 
B.  Hunt,  Wm.  A.  Burt,  L.  B.  Mizner,  and  L» 
S.  Humphrey,  {See  Doc.  H.  of  Reps. ,  for  1839, 
pp.  664,  5  and  6,  37,915  75 

Still  leaves  to  meet  any  extra  contingency,         913,164  45 

Or  the  same  general  result  is  shown  by  taking  the  statements 
and  estimates  of  A.  Turner,  made  to  Nov.  1,  1839,  {Seepage 
57,  Sen.  Doc.  JVb.  5,  1840,  thus: 

Whole  estimated  expense  same  sixteen  sec- 
tions at  the  contract  prices,  9253,919  80 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Estimated  amount  of  work  done  on  same  to  Not* 
1,  1839,  101,640  28 

Balance  of  labor  to  be  done  on  that  day,  9152,279  52 

Whole  amount  of  appropriations, 
as  before,  #305,000  00 

Deduct  amountof  work  done,  No- 
vember 1,  1839,  101,640  26 

Unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tions, November  1,  1839,  203,359  72 

From  which  deduct  the  cost  of 
work  then  unfinished,  1 52,279  52 

Leaves  surplus  as  before,  51,080  20 

From  wbicn  deduct  estimate  for 
connecting  canal  and  lake  St.  Clair,    37,915  75 

Leave  to  meet  extra  contingencies 
as  before,  #13,164  45 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  this  part  of  the  canal  from  Mt 
Clemens  to  Rochester,  a  distance  of  16  miles  64  rods,  can  be 
constructed  for  the  entire  cost  of  #253,919  80,  being  an  ave- 
rage per  mile  of  only  #15,820;  and  that  the  whole  distance 
from  lake  St.  Clair,  at  Belvidere,  to  Rochester,  a  distance  of 
21  miles  and  a  quarter,  can  be  constructed  for  the  sum  of  #291,- 
835  55,  being  an  average  per  mile  of  only  #13,733.  This 
would  open  a  communication  from  lake  St  Clair,  along  the 
valley  of  the  Clinton  river,  through  the  entire  length  ef  Ma- 
comb county  into  Oakland  county,  through  a  couptry  cultiva- 
ted and  already  thickly  populated,  having  a  population  of  at 
least  20,000,  who  will  participate  in  its  immediate  advantages, 
and  having  a  soil  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  this  state,  produ- 
cing even  now  a  lar^  quantity  of  surplus  produce.  Besides 
.the  other  sources  of  business  for  this  part  of  the  canal,  which 
would  be  found  in  the  transportation  of  this  surplus  produce 
io  market,  and  the  very  large  amount  of  staves,  lumber,  boat 
timber,  &c.,  which  the  forests  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
route  will  supply,  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent,  and  of  the  very 
best  quality  in  the  state,  we  should  not  overlook  the  important 
fact,  that  this  very  section  of  country  is  more  hi^^hly  lavored 
with  water  privileges  than  any  other  section  of  uiis  state;  it 
having  been  ascertained,  from  actual  measurement,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  report  of  Jarvis  Hurd,  Esq.,  in  Doc  of  the  H.  of 
Rep.,  No.  47,  March  23,  1838,  that  the  Clinton  river  alone, 
from  Pontiac  to  Mt  Clemens,  affords  sufficient  power  to  drive 
one  hundred  andforty-five  runs  of  stane^  besides  many  aoquiai- 
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tions  from  smaller  streams;  and  probably  about  one-fpurth  part 
of  this  water  power  is  now  actually  employed  ia  driving  grist 
mills,  saw  mills  and  other  machinery  on  this  route.  All  these 
facts  seem  fully  to  warrant  tlie  concltisiony  that  this  part  of  the 
canal,  at  all  events,  vnll,  when  completed,  produce  immediately  as 
great  a  revenue  to  the  state  as  any  other  projected  improvement  of 
equal  extent  or  equal  cost. 

But  upon  the  supposition  that  the  advantages,  either  imme- 
diate or  prospective,  to  be  derived  from  this  canal,  were  much 
less  than  the  foregoing  facts  and  considerations  seem  plainly  to 
indicate;  and  waiving  for  the  present,  the  impolicy  and  injus- 
tice of  depriving  so  important  a  part  of  the  taxpayers  of  our 
state  of  all  participation  in  the  expected  benefits  of  those  im- 
portant state  works,  towards  the  construction  of  which  they 
are  bound  to  contribute  no  inconsiderable  part,  it  may  not  be 
unprofitable  briefly  to  advert  to  the  condition  in  which  the 
state  would  be  placed  in  case  this  canal  should  now  be  entirely 
abandoned.  Besides  the  loss  of  all  the  advantages  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  result  to  our  citizens  more  immedi- 
ately interested,  and  to  the  state  in  general,  from  the  comple- 
tion of  this  work,  or  of  that  part  already  in  progress  of  com- 
pletion, it  is  evident  that  the  amount  already  expended  towards 
its  construction  would  be  entirely  lost,  being,  as 
before  stated,  •115,202  92 

To  which  must  be  added  the  amount  expended 
for  survey,  &c.,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Hoc.  of  H.  of  R.for  1838,  page  149,  12,117  27 

Making,  127,320  19 

Probable  amount  of  work  done  since  Novem- 
ber 30,  1839,  is  40,000  00 

To  which  should  be  added  the  amount  of  ma- 
terials on  hand,  which  will  soon  become  unfit  for 
the  use  intended,  and  rendered  of  little  or  no 
value,  which,  according  to  the  estimate  of  A. 
Turner,  Esq.,  (See  Senate  Doc.  JVb.  5,  January 
7,  1840,j  is  26^818  19 

To  these,  add  damages  which  justly  might, 
and  doubtless  would  be  claimed  by  contractors, 
which  could  not  probably  be  estimated  on  the 
average,  at  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  con- 
tracts, making  on  the  contracts  now  let,  60,783  96 

Making,  <243,922  34 

Which  must  be  entirely  lost  to  the  state  in  case  of  the  work 
being  now  abandoned,  without  taking  into  the  estimate  the  ex- 
pense of  settling  up  so  complicated  a  mass  of  business,  the  cost 
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of  bridges,  or  filling  up  again  parts  of  the  present  excavations, 
and  all  the  other  various  incidental  and  necessary  disburse- 
noentSy  which  would,  without  doubt,  swell  the  gross  amount  of 
the  expenditures  incident  to  an  abandonment^  to  a  sum  at  least 
equal  to  that  required  for  the  entire  compktion  of  that  part  of 
the  work  now  commenced. 

With  the  existence,  then,  of  such  a  state  of  facts,  pitblk  po- 
licy ,  justice  and  true  economy ^  seem  alike  to  dictate  that,  at 
least,  so  much  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  as  extends 
from  Rochester,  in  the  county  of  Oakland^  to  Mt.  Clemens,  in 
the  county  of  Macomb,  should  be  prosecuted  with  all  due  vigor, 
to  its  final  completion;  and  that  said  canal  should  be  continaed 
from  Mt.  Clemens  to  lake  St.  Clair,  at  Belvidere,  by  way  of 
the  Clinton  river,  according  to  the  plan  and  survey  thereof)  re- 
ported by  Erastus  llurd,  engineer,  under  date  of  March  20, 
1839,  to  Edwin  H.  Lathrop,  president  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  internal  improvement,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  and  report  of  said  board,  as  contained  in  the 
printed  documents  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  state 
for  1839,  on  pages  664,  665  and  666;  and  that  said  continua- 
tion should  be  completed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  foregoing  view  taken  of  this 
subject,  the  continuation  of  said  canal  from  Mt  Clemens  to 
Belvidere,  by  means  of  a  towing  path  along  the  bank  of  the 
Clinton  river,  and  cutting  across  some  of  the  bends  of  said 
river,  forms  an  indispensable  part  of  the  means  necessary  to 
make  said  eastern  part  of  saia  canal  available  and  productive 
to  the  state. 

The  propriety  of  this  seems  sufficiently  established  by  the 
following  facts  and  references,  to  wit: 

1st.  The  evident  design  and  intention  of  the  legislature  ori- 
ginally was  that  this  canal  should  be  connected  with  Jake  St 
Clair;  besides  the  evident  necessity  and  propriety  of  such  con- 
nection in  order  to  render  said  canal  useful  and  productive. 

2d.  The  facts  and  reasons  set  forth  in  the  memorial  upon 
this  subject,  of  James  L.  Conger,  to  the  legislature  of  Michigan, 
in  1839.  Which  facts  being  either  proved  or  admitted,  and 
having  an  important  bearing  on  this  question,  the  said  memori- 
al is  respectfully  referred  to,  and  accompanies  this  report  aa 
document  A. 

3d.  All  who  are  correctly  informed  upon  the  subject,  inclo- 
dins  all  those  more  immediately  interested  in  the  question,  aa 
wen  as  the  state  engineers  and  commissioners,  who  have  re* 
ferred  to  this  matter,  agree  in  the  same  opinion. 

4th.  The  matter  has  been  fully  contested,  ihoronghly  examined^ 
and  finally  recommended  by  the  whole  board  of  commissioners^  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  their  special  report  before  referred  t^ 
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18  found  on  pages  664,  5  and  6,  of  the  documents  of  the  house 
»f  representatives  for  1639. 

5tb.  The  legislature  of  this  state,  in  their  sessions  of  1838, 
839  and  1840,  seem  all  to  have  coincided  in  the  view  that  this 
lanal  should  be  connected  with  lake  St.  Clair,  by  way  of  the 
larbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  CUnton  river,  at  Belvidere,  as  will 
»e  seen  by  reference  to  pages  42  and  43,  of  the  journal  of 
he  senate  for  1838;  and  page  62,  of  the  journal  of  the 
lOUse  of  representatives,  1838;  journal  of  the  senate,  1838, 
»age3  270,  271,  375;  journal  of  house  of  representatives,  1838, 
•age  428;  session  laws  of  1839,  page  248;  and  hiemorial  and 
esolution  of  the  present  legislature,  to  Congress,  relative  to 
mproving  the  harbor  at  Belvidere,  passed  in  January  of  the 
resent  session. 

In  conclusion,  after  what  has  been  already  stated,  it  is  deem- 
d  scarcely  necessary  to  allude  to  the  suggestion  of|  L.  S.  Hun^ 
\hrey  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  (as  found  in  his  report  on 
age  56,  of  senate  document  No.  5,  January  7, 1840,)  sugges- 
ing  "  to  the  board  the  propriety  of  a  recommendation  in  their 
eport  to  the  legislature,  tnat  a  change  be  made  in  the  line  of 
anal  near  the  village  of  Mt.  Clemens,  so  as  to  turn  it  into  the 
Detroit  river  at  the  city  of  Detroit  f  as  that  suggestion  does 
.ot  appear  to  have  been  acted  on  by  the  board,  and  is  moreo- 
ver in  direct  contradiction  to  the  recommendation  of  the  board 
a  contained  in  their  special  report  before  referred  to,  made 
tf  arch  26th,  1839,  and  signed  among  others  by  Gen.  Humphrey 
limself.  And  besides,  tne  project  of  constructing  a  continua- 
ion  of  this  canal  from  near  Mt  Clemens  to  Detroit,  a  distance  v 
f  about  20  miles,  along  by  the  side  and  in  the  immediate  vici- 
ity  of  the  present  navigable  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair  and  De- 
roit  river,  at  an  expense  of  at  least  $300,000,  instead  of  con- 
inuing  it  as  now  proposed,  about  five  miles  to  lake  St.  Clair, 
t  Belvidere,  by  way  of  the  Clinton  river,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
ense  of  from  $30,000  to  $40,000,  (and  the  real  cost,  by  way 
f  the  Clinton  river,  will  not  probably  exceed  from  $15,000  to 
20,000,)  appears  too  unjust,  impolitic  and  absurd,  to  be  seri- 
usly  entertained.  No  possible  benefit  can  be  imagined  which 
irould  accrue  from  such  a  project,  to  the  state,  or  any  other 
arty  or  place,  except  alone  the  advantages  to  the  city  of  De- 
roit,  from  the  additional  amount  of  business  which  would  thus 
e  brought  within  her  limits,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  and  at 
heavy  sacrifice  of  the  funds  and  real  interest  of  the  state. 
lU  who  are  acquainted  with  the  facts  know,  beyond  all  ques- 
ion,  that  transhipments  of  produce,  goods  and  other  articles, 
an  be  made  direct  from  Belvidere  to  Buffalo  and  other  eastern 
Lke  ports,  and  from  those  eastern  lake  ports  direct  to  Belvidere 
nth  the  same  facility  that  they  can  from  Detroit — there  being 
o  more  necessity  for  again  reshipping  at  Detroit  than  there  is 
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for  reshipping  at  Cleveland,  articles  shipped  at  Detroit  and  des- 
tined for  Buffalo. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  amount  already  expended  on 
that  part  of  said  canal  already  commenced  is  about  $170,000, 
(including  the  expense  of  surveying,)  requiring  only  from  $80,- 
000  to  9100,000  more  to  complete  and  put  the  same  in  opera- 
tion; while  to  abandon  the  same  nov),  would  subject  the  state  to 
at  least  as  heavy  a  further  expenditure  of  money  as  to  complete 
it  And  the  work  cannot  be  permitted  to  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  in  its  present  unfinished  condition  without  the 
certainty  of  incurring  neavy  losses  in  consequence,  to  the  state 
and  to  contractors.  And  as  this  part  of  the  canal,  when  finish^ 
ed,  must  remain  of  much  less  utility  and  comparatively  unpro- 
ductive to  the  state,  unless  continued  to  and  connected  with 
the  navigable  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair — ^all  of  which  comple- 
tion and  connection  is  already  provided  for  by  specific  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  for  this  work;  which  facts  alone, 
without  reference  to  the  other  reasons  hereinbefore  set  forth, 
appear  sufficiently  conclusive  upon  tlje  subject.  Your  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  introduce  the  accompanying  resolutions,  and 
to  recommend  their  adoption,  in  the  full  belief  that  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  state  will  be  thereby  advanced,  while  at  the  same 
time,  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  any  portion  of  our  citkens. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  P.  TUCKER, 
Chairman  of  Committee, 


(A.) 

Memorial  of  James  L.  Conger,  to  the  legislature  of  Michigan^ 
showing  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  connecting  the  Clinton 
and  Kalamazoo  canal  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  SL 
Clairj  by  means  of  a  towing  path  along  the  northerly  bank  of 
the  Clinton  river ,  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  riter 
at  Beloidere. 

As  this  subject  is  one  which  deeply  effects  the  interests  of 
this  state,  as  well  as  of  commerce  and  navigation  in  general^ 
the  following  facts  and  observations  are  respectfully  submitted, 
in  the  confident  hope  that  this  matter  may  receive  that  prompt 
and  effective  attention  which  its  importance  demands.  That 
this  canal  is  infinitely  the  most  important  work  of  internal  im- 
provement as  yet  commenced  by  the  state  of  Michigan,  is  a  fact 
so  well  established  in  the  minds  of  all,  possessing  me  requisite 
information,  as  scarcely  to  need  confirmation.  This  enttir- 
prise  may  truly  be  sud  to  have  originated  in  enlarged  and  libe- 
ral vibWt  of  legislation — in  sustained  by  the  soundest  maxhns  of 
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^^  V9^ — ^  ^^^  .doubtless  be  prosecuted  to  Us  &ial  c09if 
4efioo,  with  that  energy  and  liberality,  which  the  important 
benefits  naturally  resulting  from  the  work,  so  amply  justify. 
This  canal  is  destined  to  be  to  future  ages,  the  proudest  monu- 
aenjt  of  the  enterprise  and  enlightened  wisdom  of  the  people 
ind  legislature  of  this  state.  But  to  come  to  the  subject  now 
mder  immediate  consideration^  your  memorialist  would  res- 
^ctfuUy  beg  leave  to  suggest  a  few  facts  and  considerations^ 
Laving  an  important  bearing  upon  this  matter — ^premising  that 
'our  memorialist  most  sojemnly  vouches  for  the  correctness  of 
tvery  statement  herein  contained;  and  holds  himself  prepared, 
it  all  times,  upon  reasonable  notice,  to  substantiate  the  cor- 
ectness  of  every  position,  and  prove  the  truth  of  every  state- 
neot  herein  pet  forth,  by  the  most  irrefragible  arguments  and 
he  most  unexceptionable  testimony.  It  is  assumed^  then,  by 
rour  memorialist,  as  facts  and  positions,  which  cannot  be  suc- 
iessfuUy  contradicted,  but  wliich,  on  the  contrary,  are  suscep- 
ible  of  the  fullest  demonstration  and  the  clearest  proof — that 
he  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  was  designed  to  connect  the 
lavigabie  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair  on  the  east,  with  those  of 
ake  Michigan  on  the  west,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  ]*eady 
narket  to  our  farmers,  mechanics  and  others,  across  the  whole 
ixtent  of  our  peninsula — quickening  and  bringing  into  more 
ull  operation  the  inexhaustible  resources  of  this  part  of.  our 
ountry— avoiding  the  tedious  and  perilous  navigation  around 
\y  the  straits  of  Mackinac — and  finally  to  establish  the  repu- 
fition,  increase  tl^e  wealth  and  resources,  and  insure  the  per- 
(i^nent  prosperity  of  out  state  and  its  citizens. 

2d.  Tnat  true  policy  dictates  that  such  connection  shojuld 
e  rendered  as  complete  as  practicable,  by  making  the  approach 
o  said  canal  a^  easy,  safe  and  convenient  as  circumstance^ 
vill  admit 

3d.  That  the  state,  in  efiecting  this  object,  should  avail  itse],f 
f  the  advantages  and  facilities  presented  by  nature,  with  a  due 
egard  to  economy  in  its  construction. 

4th.  That  the  present  eastern  termination  of  this  canal  being 
tow  definitely  located  in  the  Clinton  river,  near  Mt.  Gleipens, 
tmust  of  TfLCcessitj/y  and  should  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  poli- 
y  and  economy,  be  connected  with  the  navigable  waters  qf 
»ke  St  Clair,. by  means  of  the  Clinton  river,  and  by  way  of 
lie  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  at  Belvidere* 

&th*  That  the  Clinton  river,  being  not  navigable  for  lake  ve^- 
els  and  steamboats,  except  the  smallest  size,  presenting  in  its 
whole  course,  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  Belvidere,  one  of  the  Ipc^jst 
latural  canals  in  the  world,  having  only  fifteen  inches  f^ll  ip 
lie  whole  distance,  and  capable  of  being  at  once  applied  to  thi|S 
purpose,  without  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar,  and  the  northerly 
^hk  of  that  river,  between  those  points,  presenting  a  natural 
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towing  path,  throughont  the  greater  part  of  that  distance,  of 
precisely  the  desired  height,  which  is  never  overflowed,  except 
in  the  immedi^ite  vicinity  of  Mt  Clemens,  and  a  few  other  pli* 
ces  for  short  distances — and  consequently  the  expenditure  ne- 
cessary to  complete  this  connection  by  the  mode  proposed,  be* 
ing  comparatively  trifling,  all  seem  to  indicate  the  propriety 
and  economy  of  the  adoption  of  this  mode. 

6th.  That  without  such  connection  of  said  canal  with  lake 
St  Clair,  by  the  time  the  eastern  portion  of  said  canal  sbafl 
have  been  completed,  this  canal '  must  remain  in  a  great  mea- 
sure unproductive  to  the  state;  and  that  true  economy  and  the 
manifest  interest  of  this  state,  therefore,  required  that  this 
connection  should  be  provided  for,  in  the  manner  now  proposed, 
during^ the  present  session  of  the  legislature,  and  be  carried 
into  enect  at  as  early  a  day  in  the  course  of  the  present  year 
as  may  be  practicable. 

And  finally^  that  this  is  no  new  project,  or  new  uoork^  in  icAsei 
the  state  is  asked  to  engage;  hut  is  in  fact,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  real,  integral  and  highly  necessary  and  important  pdti 
of  the  CHnton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  itself;  and  that,  therefore^ 
a  small  part  of  the  appropriation  for  this  canal,  for  the  present 
season,  might,  with  propriety,  be  expended  in  forming  this 
connection. 

If  then,  these  statements  are  true,  your  memorialist  most 
respectfully  asks,  does  it  not  become  tLe  enlightened  wisdoin, 
ana  is  it  not  indeed  the  imperious  duty  of  the  present  legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  to  take  efficient  measures  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  hereby  proposed  ?  It  is,  indeed,  a  matter  ef 
surprise  to  many  well  informed  persons,  that  this  canal  was  not 
at  first  directed  to  be  continuea  to  the  harbor,  af  the  mouth 
of  the  Clinton,  at  Belvidere;  as  loithout  such  connection^  the 
singular  phenomenon  is  presented,  of  a  great  and  important  canal 
terminating  six  or  seven  miles  from  the  navigable  waters  with 
which  it  was  confessedly  designed  to  connect  But  to  those  fa- 
miliar with  the  history  of  legislation,  a  sufficient  explanation 
will  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  authorizing  the  preliminary  survey  for  this  canal,  no  soffi- 
cient  information  was  in  the  possession  of  the  legislature;  and 
further,  that  under  the  then  existing  circumstances,  the  present 
eastern  termination  was  assented  to  by  the  friends  of  this  canal, 
as  a  temporary  measure  of  policy,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
the  danger  of  the  entire  loss  of  the  measure.  It  being  by 
them  well  understood,  that  the  canal  must  and  would  be  con- 
tinued east,  by  the  course  and  mode  now  proposed,  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  St  Clair,  m  this 
manner,  so  soon  as  the  proper  examinations  and  more  ftdl  in- 
formation should  be  had. 
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Your  meoriomlist  humbly  conceives,  that  the  pnuMMilioiui 

and  principles  hereinbefore  set  forth,  are  such  as  will  at  once 
Qpnunand  the  assent  of  every  intelligent  mind  and  the  appro- 
bation of  every  enlightened  legislator.  And  it  is  respectfully 
suggested,  that  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  herein  con- 
templated, would  be  in  a^rict  accordance  with  all  those  princi- 
f>les;  nor  is  it  believed  that  there  can  remain  any  difference  of 
opinion  on  these  points  among  those  who  have  fully  investiga- 
ted the  facts  in  the  case.  Neither  is  it  known  that  the  interest 
;>f  any  place  or  any  person  can  be  adversely  effected  by  the 
naprbvement  contemplated ;  nor  that  any  reasonable  opposition 
to  the  measure  c^  or  will  be  made,  from  any  quarter.  Mt. 
[]!lemens,  the  6nly  place  that  could,  by  possibility,  be  supposed 
:o  have  any  adverse  interest,  would  be  immediately  and  greatly 
)enejfited  by  this  improvement,  as  it  is  a  fact  well  known,  that 
:hose  small  lake  vessels  which  can  ascend  the  Clinton  river  to 
Vft  Clemens,  are  necessarily  and  always  worked  up  to  that 
)]ace  with  much  trouble,  lal>or,  expense  and  delay,  being  usu- 
illv  several  days  in  accomplishing  this  passage  t>f  about  six 
niles.  The  people  of  Mt.  Clemens  are,  therefore,  anxiously 
jesirous  of  having  this  object  accomplished — and  as  an  evi- 
lence  of  this  feeling,  your  memorialist  would  refer  to  the 
act,  that  petitions,  signed  by  almost  every  man  of  business 
ind  property  in  that  place,  were  presented  to  the  last  sessbn 
>f  your  nonorable  body,  praying  for  the  construction  of  this 
x>wing  path,  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  location  of  the  eastern 
md  of  the  canal  in  the  Clinton  river,  near  Mt*  Clemens,  with 
he  view  to  connect  with  lake  St.  Clair,  by  way  of  the  Clinton, 
Q  the  manner  now  proposed — the  fact  that  such  location  has 
>een  made  with  that  view,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  there 
■emains  no  other  reasonably  possible  route  by  which  that  coo- 
lection  can  be  formed;  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the 
ict  authorizing  the  original  survey,  contemplated  and  express- 
y  provided,  that  the  canal  should  enter  the  Clinton  river  at  or 
tear  ML  Clemens*  And  that  after  the  surveys  and  examina- 
ions  had  been  compileted,  by  the  board  of  internal  improve- 
nents,  at  a  meeting  of  that  body,  held  at  Mt.  Clemens,  during 
ast  summer,  for  the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  information, 
learin^  all  the  parties  interested,  and  making  a  final  decision 
LS  to  the  particular  point  at  which  the  canal  should  enter  the 
iver,  did  decide  that  question  and  definitely  locate  the  junction 
n  the  Clinton  at  Mt  Clemens,  where  the  canal  enters  the 
'iver  by  fourteen  feet  descent  of  lockage.  This  decision  was 
indoubtedly  in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  with  the  interest 
>f  the  state;  and  was  not  made  until  after  the  most  thorough, 
>atient  and  laborious  investigation,  and  due  deliberation  of  all 
he  facts  bearing  upon  the  subject    Strenuous  efforts  were 
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-inacle  by  those  interested  adversely  to  this  location,  to  obtam 
a  diflferent  location  of  the  eastern  end,  with  the  view  to  have 
the  canal  eventually  connected  with  lake  St  Clair  by  way  of 
L'Ance  Cruse  bay. 

The  matter  was  earnestly  contested  by  those  having  an  kn- 
mediate  interest  in  the  question,  as  well  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board  above  referred  to,  as  at  a  previous  meeting  of  that  body, 
held  at  Pontiac.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this  controversy, 
the  location  in  the  Clrnton  river,  at  Mt.  Clemens,  was  contend- 
ed for  mainly  on  the  ground  of  the  propriety,  expediency,  eco- 
nomy, &c.,  of  connecting  said  canal  with  lake  St.  Clair,  by 
the  very  route  and  in  the  very  manner  herein  proposed.  And 
it  was  distinctly  understood,  that  the  location  of  the  east  end, 
in  the  Clinton,  at  Mt.  Clemens,  would  effectually  and  certainly 
insure  the  connection  by  the  way  of  the  river  and  harbor  at 
Belvidere.  It  would,  however,  be  a  useless  waste  of  time,  to 
recapitulate  all  the  arguments  and  doings  in  referrence  to  this 
matter.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  by  the  law,  and  by  the 
board  of  internal  improvements,  this  canal  has  been  located  to 
enter  the  Clinton  river  at  Mt.  Clemens;  and  that  so  having  en* 
lered  the  river,  there  is  no  reasonable  possibility  of  its  reach- 
ing the  lake,  except  by  the  course  now  proposed.  The  work 
has  been  let,  and  is  now  partially  completed;  and  this  questioa 
forever  settled,  and  is  so  understood  by  all.  Your  memorial- 
ist is  not  aware  that  there  now  remains,  in  the  mind  of  any 
man,  even  any  hope  of  diverting  its  course.  And  the  preambte 
and  resolution  of  your  honorable  body,  at  the  present  session, 
relative  to  obtaining  an  appropriation  for  a  light  house  and  har- 
bor at  Belvidere,  and  also  a  similar  preamble  and  resolution  on 
the  same  subject,  passed  at  the  last  session,  clearly  show  the 
concurrence  of  those  bodies  in  the  view  here  taken  of  this  mat- 
ter. 

The  only  questions,  therefore,  that  now  remain  to  be  deci- 
ded, in  reference  to  this  matter,  are,  first,  as  to  the  particular 
manner  of  connecting  the  canal  with  the  lake — and,  secondly, 
as  to  the  time  when  this  ought  to  be  accomplished.  So  far  as  re- 
gards the  manner,  little  remains  to  be  added  to  what  has  alrea- 
dy been  stated  in  favor  of  a  towing  path. 

It  might,  indeed,  be  true  policy  and  economy,  to  cut  across 
two  or  three  of  the  principle  bends  in  the  river,  which  would 
add  very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  the  cost,  and  would  materially 
shorten  the  distance.  And  it  will  doubtless  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  state  to  cut  across  the  bend  of  the  river  at  Belvidere, 
from  a  point  commencing  at  the  east  end  of  the  proposed  chan- 
nel, as  laid  down  on  the  plat  of  said  town,  and  following  said 
channel  west  to  the  river,  at  a  point  opposite  the  steam  mifl. 
This  cut  recomchehds  itself  strongly  on  the  score  of  economy, 
as  it  will  doubtless  cost  much  less  than  t6  construct  a  towing 
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path  around  the  bend  on  the  margin  of  the  rirer,  where  the 
ground  is  very  low.  And,  if  this  cut  should  be  deemed  advi^* 
sable,  your  memorialist  would,  with  due  deference,  suggest  the 

Eropriety  of  making  it  large  enough  to  admit  the  largest  stearn^ 
oats  to  pass  through,  so  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  turn 
around  in  the  harbor  without  the  trouble  and  delay  of  wind* 
ing.  It  is  also  deemed  proper  here  to  remark,  that  in  order  to 
insure  this  connection,  immediately,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  a  smaif  part  of  the  contemplated 
appropriation,  in  deepening  the  channel  on  the  bar,  at  the 
Biouth  of  the  river,  in  case  the  anticipated  appropriation  fot 
this  harbor  should  not  be  obtained,  from  congress  this  winter. 
That  an  ample  appropriation  for  this  harbor  and  light  house, 
will  soon  be  obtained,  from  that  source,  no  reasonable  doubt 
can  exist,  though  possibly  not  during  the  present  winter. 

And  in  connection,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  advert  briefly 
to  the  project  of  connecting  the  canal  with  the  lake  b^  means 
of  a  shw  channel  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  Belvidere.  This  would 
probably  be  the  first  choice  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mt 
Clemens,  provided  there  was  any  probability  of  obtaining  it; 
and,  if  a  towing  path  was  constructed  along  its  margin,  no 
objections  would  be  urged  by  your  memorialist,  or  perhaps 
from  any  other  quarter,  except  those  objections  arising  from 
the  facts  that  a  ship  canal  would  require  a  heavy  expenditure 
of  money  to  be  made  without  oonrerring  any  general  benefit 
on  the  public  or  the  state.  Jlnd  to  construct  a  skip  channel 
without  a  towing  pathy  would  be,  in  fact,  to  war  against  the  noh 
iure  of  things^  and  vainh/  attempt  to  control  the  laws  of  conp- 
merce  <md  namgatum.  H  would,  indeed,  be  to  attempt,  oy  for^ 
ced  means,  agamtt  all  the  lights  of  ea^erience,  and  etery  rute  of 
sound  poBcy,  to  change  the  natural  location  of  the  harbor,  cmd 
the  natural  termination  of  the  canal,  fro/ni  Belvidere  to  Mt,  Cle* 
mens ;  arid  would,  moreover^  materially  injure  the  interests  of  Me 
state,  and  of  the  commercial  community  in  general,  by  rendering 
the  approach  to  the  canal  unnecesssarily  tedious  and  difficult. 
And  as  having  a  bearing  upon  this  matter,  your  memorialist 
begs  leave  to  refer  to  a  statement  contained  in  the  report  of 
James  B.  Hunt,  acting  eommissioner  on  this  canal,  fwbich  will 
be  found  on  page  14, — second  paging, — "  in  No.  17,  H.  of  Reps* 
Jan.  16,  1839,")  where  he  says,  "ft  becomes  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  the  navigation  of  the  Kver  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  its 
mouth,  must  be  improved  and  the  obstructions  removed  by  the 
time'  the  canal  is  completed,  so  that  the  large  lake  vessels  tmn 
meet  the  nver  and  canal  boats  at  that  point,  or  the  woi4[  must 
remain  unproductive."  So  far  as  this  statement  goes  to  es- 
tablish the  necessity  for  a  speedy  connection  to  be  formed  be- 
tween the  canal  ana  the  lake  by  way  of  the  Clinton  river,  your 
itt^ifHl^Uist  fully  Mncws  witii^  said  domwkiiioiiei-^^^nd  in  AM 
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this  nec^sity  in  so  apparent  to  all,  that  no  one  can  or  will  de- 
ny it  But  ao  far  forth,  as  relates  to  the  other  statements  at- 
tained in  said  extract,  and  the  inferences  and  conclusions  ]^;i- 
iimately  flowing  from  the  same,  your  memorialist  feels  com- 
pelled to  express  his  most  decided  denial  and  dissent  thereto. 
Both  as  an  individual  s^d  as  a  citizen  of  this  state,  your  me- 
morialist considers  himself  greatly  and  deeply  injured  by  the 
incorrectness  of  said  report;  and  without  at  tins  time  commen- 
ting upon  the  motives  which  could  have  actuated  said  coiaunis- 
Bioner  in  making  the  same,  your  memorialist  cannot  restrain 
the  expression  of  his  extreme  surprise  and  regret  at  the  very 
extraordinary  conclusion  to  which  said  commissioner  professes 
to  have  (irrived  on  this  subject,  to  wit:  that  unless  the  river  be 
improved  from  its  mouth  to  Mt.  Clemens,  so  as  to  admit  large 
lake  vessels — or  in  other  words,  unless  a  ship  channel  be  con- 
structed that  distance,  the  canal  itself  must  remain  oinproduc- 
tivcy  because  no  other  connection  can  be  formed  between  the 
canal 'and  the  lake. 

Your  memorialist  does  not  complain  that  the  unpretending 
town  of  Belvidere  is  not  even  noentioned  in  said  report,  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject — ^but  is  most  truly  astonished,  and 
might  be  greatly  injured,  that  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  con* 
siderations  herein  before  contained,  which  were  fully  known 
to  said  commissioner,  the  project  of  a  towing  path  is  not  even 
mentioned  or  alluded  to— notwithstanding  the  towing  path  is 
the  very  method  of  connection  contemplated  from  the  first — is 
evidently  the  most  proper,  expedient  and  economical,  and  in 
every  respect  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  and 
is  more  especially  one  of  the  very  modes  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  of  the  boards  directing  an  examination  and  survey  to 
be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  said  commissioner.  No  as- 
signable or  rational  motive  for  the  tenor  of  said  report  can  he 
fpven  by  your  memorialist,  unless  it  be  attriboted  to  the  same 
eeling  which  has,  from  the  first,  induced  in  said  commissioner 
unceasing  hostility  against  the  interests  of  the  e^^tern  part  of 
this  canal,  and  especially  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  common 
rights  and  interests  of  Mt  Clerneos,  Belvidere,  &c.  And  ta- 
king said  extract,  in  connection  with  other  par^s  of  said  report, 
Another  reason,  as  your  memorialist  conceives,  may  be  legi- 
timately inferred,  to  wit:  that  the  design  of  said  commissioner 
was  to  convey  the  idea,  that  no  connection  could  be  formed 
between  the  canal  and  the  lake,  except  by  means  of  stetnnboat 
noDigation  or  ship  canals  well  knowing  that  the  expense  of 
such  a  work  would  be  so  great  as  efiectually  to  exclude  the 
possibility  of  its  accomplishment,  at  present,  at  all  events,  and 
probably  forevCT — and  then,  after  having  defeated  the  towing 
path. by  those  means,  urging  the  fscij  (which  is  indeed  appa- 
rent^) Of  the.  necessity  for  the  io^mediaAe  cmnection  of  the  ca- 
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Hal  with  the  navigable  waters  at  some  point,  and  insisting  'thsit 
without  such  connection,  said  canal  itself  must  remain  tinpro* 
ductire  to  the  state,  and  of  comparatively  little  value  or  utili- 
ty— and  then,  by  referring  to  the  facilities  to  be  afibrded  by  the 
railroads  now  in  progress  from  Utica  and  Pontiao-^ttius  endea* 
vor  to  obtain  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  this  ca-*- 
tial,  the  present  season,  to  be  made  west  of  Pontiac;  which 
would,  evidently,  be  a  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  the  stale  t6 
an  immense  amount,  and  finally  tend  to  the  entire'  or  paHiiil 
<testructioil  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  eastern 
portion  of  this  canal;  and  build  up  princely  fortunes  for  the 
owners  of  stock  in  an  incorporated  company,  at  the  expense  of 
the  state.  Whether  such  were  the  motives  which  actuated 
said  commissioner  in  making  this  report,  your  memorialist  wffl 
not,  at  this  time,  attempt  to  determine;  but  that  such  is  the 
scope  and  intention  fairly  deducible  from  said  report  itself,  he 
does  most  respectfully  insist. 

It  may  also  be  added  in  favor  of  the  mode  of  connection  re* 
•commended  in  this  memorial,  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  said  on  the  subject,  that  Jarvis  Hurd,  Esq.,  cbic^  engi- 
neer on  the  canal,  while  engaged  in  making  a  survey  of  the 
Clinton,  &c..  upon  being  requested  by  your  memorialist  to 
stale,  (as  ain  experienced  engineer  and  a  man,)  his  views  with 
tegard'  to  the  pr<>pef  mode  of  forming  this  connection,  with 
Teference  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  &c.,  replied,  in  substanfee, 
"that  there  could  be  but  ond  view  of  the  subject^  tn  hh  opinion^ 
and  that  icctSy  that  the  interest  of  the  sta^,  and  (f-the  pubMciH 
-genfsraiy  tjoouid  clearly  dictate  that  it  ahould  be  done  by  a  tm»ing 
yathy  diong  the  north  bank  of  the  Clinton,  cutting  off  two  or  thpce 
lOftke  principfdl  bends  of  theriver.  And  the  same  opinion  hSB 
been  v^ry  recently  expressed  by  Mr.  Erastus  Hurdj  principal 
assistant  engineer  on  said  canal — and  al^  by  every  member  of 
the  board  of  internal  improvement  with  whom  yoar  nfiemoiia- 
iist  has  conversed  on  the  subject,  including  even  Mr.  Hunt  hia>- 
^If,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  said  Hunt,  before  made  'Oii 
the  [Mfbject,  as  above  referred  to;  Mr.  Hunt  now  sayiitg  thet 
he  did  not  intend,  by  said  report,  to  recommend  etny  particuba' 
mAde  of  connection,  but  merely  to  urge  the  necessity  of 'having 
said  connection  made  in  some  manner^  by  towing  path  or  other- 
wise. The  board,  however,  declined  taking  any  measures  in 
this  behalf,  as  the  object  proposed  was  beyond  their  jurisdio- 
tk>n,  and  no  legislative  provision  had  been  m^tde  upon  the^snb- 
ject;  and,  therefore,  recommend  a  direct  application  to  yocrr 
honorably  body  as  the  only  power  competent  to  accomplish  this 
.purpose.     '• 

With  regard  to  the.  time  when  said  connection  should  te 
'  formed  between  said  canal  and  lake,  it  is  respectfully  suggest- 
ed, that.  f]!0iA  the  foregoing  statements,  the  condusioi^  i$  e^- 
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deot  and  irresistible,  that  the  interest  of  the  state  vsd  the  be- 
nefit and  convenience  of  the  public,  loudly  demand  that  this 
should  be  provided  for  during  the  present  session  of  your  hon. 
body,  or  it  cannot  be  completed  so  as  to  form  the  desired  con- 
oection  by  the  time  that  the  eastern  portion  of  said  canal  shall 
have  been  completed;  and  that  consequently,  for  the  xoaiU  of 
$uch  connection^  the  canal  must  remain  comparatively  unprodMC' 
tive*  And  it  will  not  be  forgotten,  in  connection  herewith, 
that  from  the  report  of  said  commissioner,  the  eastern  portion 
of  said  canal  is  to  be  ready  for  navigation  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  falL  Another  consideration  also  presents  itself  in  favor 
of  the  immediate  prosecution  o{  this  connection,  (by  deepening 
ihe  channel  on  the  bar  and  building  a  towing  path,)  which  is, 
Ihat  contractors  on  the  canal  will  find  it  luinously  expensive 
and  exti*emely  difRcult,  to  transport  to  the  proper  place  the 
naterials,  &c,  necessarily  to  be  transported  by  this  route,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal;  and  more  particularly  as 
the  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair  have  already  faUen  about  four  feet 
perpendicularly  since  the  last  summer,  and  are  still  failing. 
Which  circumstance,  besides  the  expense  and  inconvenience  to 
contractors,  must,  necessarily,  work  much  injury  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  state,  by  causing  uncertainty  and  delay  in  the  con* 
atroction  of  the  canal.  And  finally,  as  this  canal  toas  designed 
to  <H>f%nect  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair  with  those  of 
Jake  Michigan^  and  thcU  confessedly  and  evidentfy^  this  comr 
Mection  on  the  easty  can  only  be  formed  by  way  of  the  Clinton 
river;  that  such  connection  is  no  new  work  in  which  the  state 
is  asked  to  engage^  but  is  an  essential  and  absobUely  :necessth 
rypart  o^  the  canal  itself;  that  a  connection  by  ship  canml  is 
wholly  out  of  the  question^  and  would  moreover  be  impolitic^ 
leJLpeiisive  and  unnecessary.  That  such  a  connection  can  be 
easily  formed  by  means  of  the  towing  path  herein  referred  tot, 
(dither  with  or  without  eutting  across  the  principal  bends  in 
^d  river,}  and  by  deepening  the  channeJ,  on  the  bar,  at  the 
^nouth  of  the  river;  that  the  interest  of  the  state  dbsolutely 
requires  this  connection  should  be  formitd  without  delay;  that 
but  a  very  small  sum  would  be  required  for  .this  purpose,  (not 
^i^oeeding  in  all,  as  your  memorialist  belie  vest  the  sum  of  $15^- 
000  or4»0,000,)  and  that  even  this  small  sum  would  not  add 
a  dollar  to  the  burthens  of  the  state^  as  it  might  with  great  pro- 
priety be  deducted  from  the  amount  appropriated  for  this  ca- 
nal :  therefore,  your  menK>rialist  humbly  prays  your  honorable 
jbody,  that  the  several  statements  m  this  memorial  contaissei 
maybe  fully  investigaUd,  and  the  truth  theret^be  satisfisctarHy 
ascertainedj  an  that  by  suitable  enactments  for  that  purpoee, 
to  be  passed  at  your  present  session^  you  will  cause  the  Clin* 
ton  and  Kalamozoo  canal  to.be  connected,  during  .the  present 
year^  with  the  navigable  waters  of  lake  &U  Glair,  nl  the  mootli 
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rf  IheOIinldQiibniiviM  >BMndere,  hy 'mekks.df.ih  lamng^.fiaik 
doDg  tfe'tfiobtMif^.bdnk  of 'iaid  river  Md  (by  otittiilg  witms 
die  beads  »ef  stid :  river,  as  herembefare  stated^  and  adBorl^f 
ie^fSBimgiihe^ohahneli  onthebary  at  the:mobtfa  of  Baidirmii 
i  And»]MJi7  wabBuoxialiAf  aaintlity  bbotri,  te/  ::.^  ^  .1  l^^ 
:  .JeUdm^  JFMrtlttry  24.  l€fl&.     ^  "^^  <)  .<'  '^\  .n£ 

:  ;* ■     "^^         .*»»'.       •'.  ;•     •    *;.n  t'    ,1. 

'  After'the  presenfatito  ef  the  feregding  rfremtwrlal  to'tfce  Ife* 
^tetffre;  the  attefatteh  rf  llie  botiri  of  tommi^sfc^ersr'of  inter- 
ndlrAjirdvemeht  w«d  agAiii  c^Iledto  the  sitrtyjecit;  an^^th^h^l 
^tivty ' t^timbilHr  kiti  before  theth  in  Support  of  those '  f aeM 
ibwt  wHidi  It  Was  supposed  ahy  contforeriy  tbuld^;*rfee; 
fhiehp'Hs^Ited'iD  the  6onviS(^tidn  in  the  thind^^df  the'Memtiers 
iPsaid  bodiW,'  of  tiie  phprktu,  expedkficy  sxui  necessity  bf  tfe^ 
j«iAneMi6rt'of  daid  canal  eoid  lake  St;  Clair,  by  the  route  and'iH 
he  maflftner  recommended  in  said  fnertf>0Tiat;  and  acCtcrfdkigff 
(  spiNsiSal  iljpo^t,  sigtted  by'E.  H.  Lathrop,  Rix  Robinfeon,'Jas. 
J.  Htift^  W.  A.  Burt,  L.  B.  Mfetier,  and  L.  S.  Hutaphn&y,  re-* 
iidVhtneiURtyg^  fhe*  tfarfie;  was  sent  io  th^  legislat«ire.  ^knch  '0^ 
839,  (which  will  be  found  in  Doc.  of  H.  of  Rep'.;  -fof  1889;  pp.' 
164,  5  and  6.)  Subsequently,  a  "bill,"  (No.  Ill,  H  of  Rep., 
\.pril  5,  1839,)  for  this  purpose,  was  reported  to  the  house  of 
epresentatives,  by  the  committee  of  internal  improvement,'' 
vhich  passed  said  house  b;^  ^  vote  bI  twenty-eight  to  thirteen, 
lut  was  lost  in  the  senate  out  th6'  question  of  its  final  passage, 
»y  a  tie  vote  of  eight  to  eight  The  principal  opposition  be* 
3g  made,  not  against  th^'  merits  of'  the  bill  itself,  out  upon  the 
;rounds,  first,  of  the  (^xpediency^of  finishing  any. part.  oLtha 
%ain  canal  itself,  and  Secondly,  as  the  eastern  part  '^of  saia 
M^  ,WOul4^iiot  b^  fiiiishCKl  tJtt  aoiM  tMoeki  19^^(k:(VfD«M  be 
i]|fl[)pi€PQ|f  to  provjide'ibirjmd  coivai^tUm  or.  oootiotBEUkny.duiBBg: 
^^  jy^SsiOA  of  18I40*'     .     ..1    •-  .    -  1.  -i  •  ..    !>    :•  '    \  Inti 

.u  n    JamtRiBtOtiikfm.  ■  ' "  '♦*;••       "  '^ 

IUsQhedJ^th€  Smote  and  £[(wc  qf  ^pprfifin^tatipe^^^^Jihe 


es  east. of  the  west  line.of^  section  sixte^jnof  said  canal, extefv 
log  from  the  village  of  Rochester,  in  the  cbiUitVj^f  ;diJklj|f?<L 
)  Mi  Clemens,,  in  tbe.  co^mty  of  Macymb,  to  PCt^mpJ^^ 
id  put  into  ooeration  ^s  saonas' practicable.  '    .;  ^..^  ^ 

a.  Tb?.'t  said  .(JlintQn  aM  Iff^ak^i^azoo  ^^a^  b^,.wvi  thp.^fp^ 
Jfiereoj^  declarie^  tq  be.  %filf  a  aHrfcQO^Bjuea^PQlsj^.to^pnnefitj 
hthTake  St.  Clair,' at  the  month  of  the  Clinton  river,  at*  Bel- 
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Tidfre;  and  that  said  ooimection  and  coodmndon  b^  ibnnedkf 
neani  of  a  towing  path  along  the  northerly  bank  of  aaid  Ciiih 
ton  riTer,  and  cutting  aeroaa  the  bends  of  said  met^  ao  as  to 
ibnn  a  ooDtinoed  connection^  according  to  the  plan  attd  sarve? 
of  the  same,  reported  hj  Erastos  Hura,  aadcr  data  of  March 
90, 1880,  to  Edwin  H.  Lathrop,  president  of  the  board  of  oom- 
miasioners  of  internal  improvement. 

8.  That  said  board  of  commissioners  cause  the  constructioD 
of  said  eoonecticii  and  oontinuation  of  said  caaal^  a^  above 
q)ecified,  to  be  commenced  as  early  in  the  present  seaaon  as 
practioable»  so  that  the  same  may  be  completed  by  the  time 
the  above  mentioned  eastern  part  of  said  Clmton  and  ELalsma- 
zoo  canal,  from  Rochester  to  M  t.  Clemens,  shaU  be  finishedi 

i^  That  for  the  purpose  of  conwletiog.  said  canal  to  the  west 
line  of  said  section  sixteen,  and  of  constructing  andcompletii^ 
the  continuation  thereof,  so  as  to  form  a  connection  with  Uie 
navigable  waters  of  lake  St  Clair,  at  Belvidere,  as  abave  spe- 
cifieo,  said  commissioners  shall  use  suchpart  of  the  unexpended 
balances  of  anv  appropriations  heretofore  mfuie  for  the  coa* 
struction  of  asid  Clinton  and  Kalamaaoo  canal,  aa  noay  be  ne* 
cessary  f^r  those  purposes^ 


^■i^ 


[No.  67.] 
Special  Measiige. 

7b  ike  SuuUe  and  Hatise  of  Reprtstntatwts: 

OamnAaiBii-^Tfae  aoeonmnyiatf  docoment  Imeaia  tb  haw 
been  transmitted  from  Fradtftrt,  Keatoohy,  on  the  IMiinat, 
and  reached  me  last  evening.  It  discloses  the  same  geaerd 
sentiments  which  characterize  other  documents  relative  to  the 
public  domain,  to  which,  in  a  recent  communication,  I  have  al- 
Indedy  and  which  have  emaaalad  Very  lately  irom  ao  many  of 
the  '^  original  states.'^ 

Kentucky,  however,  was  not  one  of  the  "  original  states*'' 
Prior  to  the  revolutionary  war,  no  setdement  of  white  persons 
appear  to  have  been  established  within  its  present  limits,  (Sey* 
bert,  Stats,  4,)  although  Col.  Boon,  had,  a  short  time  before, 
explored  some  part  of  it  It  comprehends  an  area  aboat 
equal  to  about  twenty-six  millions  of  acres,  which,  for  the 
glreater  part,  were,  at  the  conclusion  of  that  war,  "  unpatent- 
id,''  or  *'  crown  lands."  In  December,  1780,  the  common* 
stealth  of  Virginia,  which  claimed  that  district  as  within  her 
limits,  passed  a  legislative  act,  (1st  Vir.  Rev.  code,  50^51,) 
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mdi4.friMv.to  ill  «fMtimi  into  a  iteley  ud  a  mavAar  af  tha 

Umon^  prior  to  November,  1791.  if  Congress,  and  if  the  peo- 
ple bfpie  district  should  sissent  thereto,  *  It  was  not  until  after 
Ehi^t  iieribd  that  Kentucky  settled  rapidf^. 
'^^n  June,  I'tte^  KentucK^jr  became  ^  '*  iree,  sovereim  ato/tf  in- 
I^^^tideiit  ^tate." — and  was  admitied  a  member  of  the  Union, 
»*  oii  thef  sartie  footing,**  I  believe,  **  with  the  original  states,  ta 
tttf  r^^fs  wfaatsoev'ei*/^— and  from  that  moment  became  sei- 
zed ih'flilf  pri|)6rty,  of  all  the  "  unldcated,  unpatented,  crown 
lands,'^  yitnin  her  lihiits.    I  will  only  superadd,  that  if  Michi* 
gan  werb  i)6W  admitted  a  co-equal  member  of  this  hatioo,  ^'ooi 
thp  s^tjoeiTobtin^  In  all  respects  whatsoever,"  with  that  gene- 
To^li  and  galfi^it  state,  MichiMn  would  have  ample  means  to 
fUfblsh  all  those  military  roads  which  the  general  government, 
[^ife  yet  u(t  were  but  a  colony,)  laid  otit^  but  never  finished^ 
to  siifaighten  and  clear  out  that  channel  of  the  Detroit  river 
v^bich  is  /on  the  west  side  of  Grosse  Isie  and  Bois  Blanc,  sd 
that'^he  w.hote  commerce  of  the  lakes  would  no  longer,  of  ne- 
cessity,' t)dss  flndeir  the  very  guns  of  a  foreign  power — it  would 
hsiVe  ample  means  to  improve  and  secure  all  the  natural  har* 
bors  of*  net  bng'^nd  incur vate^d  shores— to  have  utiited,  by  a 
shijp^  eaiial,  th^  navigation  of  lake  Superipr  with  that  of  the 
tdk^f  jb^IovvVand  to  have  consummated  the  whole  of  that  64plbn« 
did  iysTerti*  of  ihternajl  Improvement  which  our  citizehs  have 
3o' 'tieaf  their  heart  1    (She  might  also  have  retained '  frooi  the 
iithk  fuh^'Wourd^s  'viiJitH  wnich  to  meet  those  times  of  prea- 
8Ur(6att(|  distress,*  to  T^hich  all  states  are  subject!  . 

''',^^'^a^Iy'associatidns,  gentlemieny  n^y  long  continued  habits 
bf  tnoii^ht-^my  wordly  interests,  are  with  the  new  states— 
BFJth  Michigan !  And,  prejudiced  though  I  may  be,  I  cannot 
belp^  but  tbink^  that  it  is  our  duty  to  continue  to  press  the 
::Iaims  of  our  own  state  upon  the  impartial  justice  of  this  na* 
tion,  and  upon  the  magnanimity  of  congress,  until  we  shall  be 
placed  and  continued  at  least,  upon  as  good  a  ^footing"  as  tha 
most  favored  of  the  states  of  tne  west 

But,  Were  it  in  oar  power  to  do  more,  more  ou^t  not,  per* 
hafjs,  to  be  done !  Against  the  fatal  consequences  of  a  geo^ 
graphical  demai^kation  of  political  parties,  we  have  long  smcef 
t>een  most  solemnly  forewarned.  And  no  further  motives  than 
they  ha ve^  can  be  wanting  to  stimulate  our  fellow  citizens  of 
Mlchi^n  to  do  every  thing — to  suffer  every  thing  which  hd- 
noV  ami  duty  Will'  aHoW — 16  preserve  and  to  defend,  in  whatso* 
3ref  degree  they  may  have  influence  or  power,  the  close  asso» 
siationsof  these  states,  and  the  harmonious  operations  of  all 
the  functions  of  this  holy  union  I 

WM.  WOODBRqWB. 
'  ^x^ulwe  Office^  March  24y  IMO. 
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.^  Whereas^  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  has  seen  that  a  pro^ 
position  is  how  pending  before  the  congress  of  the  Umted 
Stfi^9y  to  eefte,.  by  act  of  confess,  the  public  lands  to  the  8e- 
ve.ral  states  iq  which  they  lie^  the  legislature  of  Kentucky 
feels  i^s^If^called  upon  to  express  its  djssent  to  such  a  measure, 
or  any  other  that  either  cedes  such  lands  to  the  states  in  which 
they  Jue,  or  appropriates  them  to  any  use,  except  such  as  wiD 
result  ia  the  general  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  whole  of  these 
ynited  States,  The  lands  conveyed  to  congress  by  the  state 
of  yirginia,  wej;e  conveyed  in  trust,  for  the  oenefii  of  all  the 
states,  and  were  cpuqucred  from  the  crown  of  Oreat  Britain, 
by  the  cpmraon  struggle  and  treasure  of  aO  the  statesi  as  were 
:yi  other  lands  acquired  in  the  revolutionary  war.     Those  ac- 

Suired  since,  have  been  acquired  by  the  common  treasure  of 
le  Fhole  of  tl(e  states,  and  are  held  by  congress^  in  like  trust, 
for. -all  .the  states;  and  having  been  so  obtained,  and  8ohei(^ 
f  jKfght,  not  to  be  relied  on  as  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of*  the  national  govemn^ent^^  and  thus  dissipated 
^yithoui  any  lasting  or  permanent  be,nefit  iresulting  to  those,  by 
whose  blood  and  treasure  they  were  acquired  ;  Tnerefore, 
^  .l«jt.  ^Bek  reaolved  by  fhe  GenercU  Assewhly  of  the  Convanm' 
y>ealth  of  Kentucky^  l!*nat  the  public  lands  oiTthe  United  Stateis 
9re  not,,  yf  ;ri^iitt  the  property  of  the  particular  states  ia  which 
they  lie,  nor  that  of  the  people  of  sjuoh  states,  and,  therefore, 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  ought  pot  to  cede  such  lands 
j^sutfh,^tat%,  or  any  of  them^  or  to  appropriate  sucl\  lands  ibr 
any  purpose  whate.ver,  but  in  behalf  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ij^ople  of  all  the  states.      .'  i.  *  *     • 

,,  ,2d.  Resolved.  That  the  national  debt  being  now  paid  oC  all 
D^Qnpy%  e^jsing  from  the  sales. of  the  public  '^^ni^^  after  defray- 
lljig'the  e^pe^se.^  incident  to  the  sales,  ought  to  \>o  distributed 
^J[![^pjg  tho  ^^qy^eial  states,  according  to  the^  fedex^  numbers  of 
each  stafe.  •     ^ 

..,.3d.}/Jle^<j|&?a<,  That  «  copy  of  the  f6rego,ihg  .preamble  and 
rpsOji^tiei^s  be  forwarded  by  tho  governbr^  io.our  senators  and 
rppi;9sfinti8itj[ves  ip-con^eps;  :'»nd.  that  9ur  senators  be  instrucl- 
fj^i^ijid  Pijr  .TSP^^*^^^^^^^^'  requested,  to.  resist  with  all  their 
fflq'rgi^sv  ^aiiil  t<^  .enter  their  solemn  protp'sts  against  any  mea- 
SHfle,;l)Yj>vhich.  the,  public  lands  are  to  he  transferred  to  the 
po^-lioular  .states  in  which  they  lie,  or  ainr  appropriatioQ  made 
of  tjieni,  except  for  the  ceneral  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the  Uni- 

fpdSt^tesv.        .   ,;  ,.  :     '  ■     .  '     . 

4th.  Resolvedy  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  .and  resolutions 
be  fpr^irafdefl,  by  the  governor,  to'  the  piresfdent  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Sra'tes,  .and  also;to  the  ^^Q^eernorsof  each 
of  the  other  states  in  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that 


i 
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thev  shiuld  lay  them  before  thd  mpedtkb  itftllatures  of  the 
said  state*.  '.  •;;..  .  ,    , .;    ^,-1.'. 

(Sigrtttli.)      .  •  ::  ,     JOHN.!*  HELM, 

I"  ■>:       ■  .ii  JSpeaitr «f  Houit «f  JttffesenUUiees. 

'•• '-  '  Samuel  rt^NsoN, 

,  ,  ••"  '  ■:'     ;/    •'■  speaker  of  i^keS^te.    ' 

.  -w  . ..    r .(P  ,.    cHAtftKfcS  A-VWICKLIFPE. 

(.t<  K  . .  ExscuTi^  Depahtment,      / 

Hi  »)  Frankfort^  l(e^tmhf  ^<^''16>  1B40-  ) 

<•  'Sfa — ^I  have  the  honor  of  encloaing  you  a  copy  of  a  pream* 

U^  ifnd  resolutions  adopted  by  t%e  geneijo)  asiMibiy  of  Ken* 

Idch^,  concerning  the  public  lands;  you  ^11  ffer&Aye  the  wish 

of  the  geneMKalis#i»Ny^^exppeiidd,  tbat'you  tay  tiie  same  be* 

ft^elthe  legislature  of  your  state.  «' 

("•^  ^'  RespectftiH^  y^Mrdbedieotseirvaot,    - 

'•    t    (Signed,)  i  C.  A,  WKSKLIPPE. 

,'••1  ♦.    T    .!    ;.     '  •       ,   ^<        » 

•  ■*'  .••111  I'l         1 


•m'  *         f 
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'•!,'  I:  Report  of  tbe  State  Libiranan. 

I /I  •        '^  »  I  *  • 

m  f)U  Htmorable  Legislature  ofiki  State  i^^iMligan: 

^'^\  4^aye  the  honor  herewith  ito  iransriift  i,  d^taSed  statement 
&t' tfip3  manner  in  which  the  amoqnl  of  th^  sum,  w^ich  has  been 
^**"*PP™ted  ibr  the  enlargementof  the  state  Hbraiy,  has  been 

fled  the  last  year  for  the  said -purpose,  sjgreeable  to  an  act 
^ed  March  21, 1837.  '    /    - 

\  a  recapitulation  of  all  th&  sums  appropriated  andexpen- 
reeable  to  said  act. 
11  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted.  * 
''    \^  OREN  MARSH,  Liftroriaii. 

^\:jJl^ary  Roomy  February  6,  1840.  ^  .  -       /i 

r..:  I  "^       1  ••   •-  ■  jii'    ) 

^isiktement  ofth^  manner  in  which  the  uppreplfiaiiin  for  the  en- 
(.  Clctgement  of  the  state  library  hme xheau'^estpemded  during  the 
iih/iarJi.  D.  1889.  'i!  . 

^imi    8,  Bought  of  James  M.  Burger,'       ' 

uc   I  24  vols  of  Niles'  Regifrter,  at#6per  vd.    tlM  00 

"  '  ■  Carried  forward,  .  ,  • 
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May  15y  Bought  of  S.  L.  Rood, 

.'I^u^piesofthe  journal  of  the  conveiitieii 
' .  , .  to  forrn  the  eonstitution  6f  the  state  of 

/          Michigicn,  l?3f ,  39  50 
June.    SK.Bought.of  QoUins,  Roes  &  Co., 

History  of  Maine.  ?  .voj?.  5  00 

*  Life' of  A.  Biitt;*ist  v6L  2  SO 

Sparks'  Franklin,  SLvoIs.  20  00 

History  of  Vermont,  8  35 

\         /  » .  j«         r  jN^w  Jersey,  3  00 

'  .'      !  .-   *4     ^Maryland,    .•    •    '  6  00 

•?«.  •    ;  ■  *       "...   -.Micfa^n,                          •  •    {  i  1  75 

ij  :;   ».  •  P<orl«ir't  journal^  %  vols.        .i      :,  9  SO 

li./y.jj    ./Be?d^yiS/.vayage»i,  •          '^     <  ISO 

-'.    s  ;u.     'Histoiry  9f}iiiantiai»diflOQV0i$eaJf)i;4me» 

rica,  3  vols.                 .        i  .  ,.:.»  l  .75 

Coxe's/lourQiiCohjinE^^OViev^' ,0  ..  ,  2  7s 

.M' !  if!  /IThi^ee  years  in  the  navy,                  v  , . .  1  75 

Francois  reign  of  terror,  1  35 

Robertson's  raraguay,  1  25 

Akin's  British  poets,  3  1^ 

Memoirs  of  historical  society  of  N.  Y.,  8  OO 

Charles  12th,  75 

„.,  ,■  ,,,  , ,  Memoirs. (jf,l(tarsM  TSey, ,..  .      ,.,  ^  ,  -  « 

preey^4J:siothePacifi(v^;,;     _      ;,,  .  ,2  50 

;,...,  >vin^>X5wn;ida,                                 ''     '  '  2  50 

Knickerbocker,  N.  Y.,                           ,,  1  50 

Indian  traits,  2  Vols.*                              a   •  1 '30 

Conquest  of  Florida,  1  75 

*\-\^   ^Iranj^s'. Astoria,-               .    .^  .•«."'•>    •  a  00 

Life  of  Beinbridge,     ^                   .    r  ^     .  1  75 

Cooper's  naval  history,              .'  i  - ;    •  \  .  <  4  00 

Hawk  Chief,      .  ,-                     .  .  ,  ,.  .^  ^^  j  ^ 

M;  '            Clintpfi  Sradshaw.                     .        T'.  1  50 

Rob  of  the  Bowl, '  1  50 


3  00 
2  50 

00 


Carried  forward,   $ 
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Brought  forwar<J;  ^  * 

dune  8|  do  Spark's  civil  and  dipi<>nQMiis  oode, 

rericles  and  Aspasia,     .     - 

Mannsfield  silk  manoali 

Clark  on  mtdbonry^  .  • 

Raynel  od  banking, . 

Tocker  do      do^.  j 

Memoirs  of  celebrated  Wolnen^ 

Life  of  Wilberforc6» 

Malcom's  trayels^    . 

Mayo'si  iKiiitical  -sketeties^ 

Spirit  of  the  east, 

Genius  of  Shakapeare, 

Women  of  England^ :  '  v    ' 

Bench  and  bar^ 

Life  of  Cowper,  .    .  • 

Authoi^fi]Sngland> 

Adcock's  engineering  pock^beok,  . 

Ashburnhanvs  narrative  Charles  lAth, 

Autobiography  83d,  *  . 

Annals  of  Persiaa  <lampaigns, 

Brees'  railway  practice,  8:«ols, 

Bruits'  engineering  field.  t<^oric8»  /     j 

Ben  Johnson's  works,  . 

Broughaib'a  speeches^ 

Burnett's  history  of  faisown  times, 

Burnett's  refommtion, 

Cook's  memoirs  of  Hodingtvoke^  .        > 

Clarendon's  rebellion, 

Cramer's worka^  :  t  ..i 

Curiosities  of  literature, . 

Don  Quixotte^  8  vols,  8  vo.  .. 

Dean's  desigpsfor  isottagM^) 

Engineers'  a^)medbaiiios'//Gy€lopedfA, 

Goodwin's  historjnof  theioommonivedth, 

Garrick's  private  porrespbndence^ 

Hancock  on  steam^camlages^ 

Hughs'  on  ro0dBj'  '  < 

Heniiig?!  skatohes  of  .the  Danube, 

Lewis  on  chess  (not  recdiwd,)  ,< 

Middleton's  Cicero, 

McCuUock's  poliiicai  economy, ; . 

Nicholson's  architectural  and  engintering 
dictionary,  ..- 

Pamal  on  irnds,  J 
o  :  1  Nicholson  on  masonry, 
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32  00 
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15  00 

2  00 
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Brought  forward^  # 

(hlne^^do  Paris' life  of  IL  Davy;  4* 

^             Sims  on  leveling,  *              1  50 

<*                "        instruroeoti,  1  50 

i                "        lectro  planognijfAT/ >       -  '             I  50 

Barlow  on  strength  Sf  timber^'     •  5  00 

History  of  Mexico,  3  vols.  6  00 

Conquaat  of  Mexico,              - 1  ' '             6  00 

Muller's  eeneral  history,         .  '     *  ^^ 

<  •                Tooke's  Russian  empiUSy  8  00 

Warren's  Ameridui  TdTOlutiWy  5  00 

**'.  J             Dow's  Hindostan,     .  7  00 

<  '  f  Edward's  West  Indies^  .  .  -  .  '  -  9  00 
*•*  »  History  of  Canada,  '^  16  00 
«'•*  J  Sanford's  history  of  abonginaeB,  :*  >  3  00 
'**>  >  f  Mosheim's  church  history,  •  •  i  7  50 
*'-  Lonff's  second  expedition,  12  vohr,  .  5  00 
'  <•  •             Carre  noitherasumnier;                  '•/  4  50 

Clirke's  tr&velS)  36  00 

'»'      -'          Silliman's  tour,          •'  150 

< '.  f                    *'         journal^  4'Tds.t       '  ^  M 

1.1  •".-           Carver's  travels  in  Aoperioay  1  75 


I- 1 
(».»  ill 

^0    1  'J 


t^ 


(, 


(r. 
I'  I 
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C, 


Lewis  and  Clarke's  travefai     *  1  50 

'''^  ''             Schoolcraft's  travds,                   -.  (  l  25 

'  '  n           Bonaparte's  campaigns  ill  haly^'     -    '^  1  00 

'' »  '             Life  of  Washington,                            >  5  50 

{           Herbert's  steam  engiDe»:                      *  5  50 

Gill  Blasi^  S  vols., .                   .     /    .  )  lO  00 

Humphrey's  fortifioatiohs^              •  >    ^  S  85 

Mirabeau's  letters,  2  vok.,  S  55 

London  stage,                                       )  2  50 

Montesque's  spirit  of  lnws^  5  00 

Sinclair's  cerrMpoadenco)  ^^  4  50 

IVsmpldff^anpvoits,  i4  voli;v^            :^  8  00 

Bcrijngbroke  on  hisloryj  '  2  50 

•  f           Book  of  constitotionsy          .  4  00 

Mecanique  CeleeC^  4  to1s»,  .  >  40  00 

Conventions  of  Maryliuidy          '        '  2  50 
.2  boxei,  ourpentr^  and  oartage,       3  00 

(Mn^    10,    Crabb's  sysoms,             "  •  <  2  75 

^•'»  <'             Paige's  reports,  6  vols.,  42  00 

oo  ,.            Hawks  of  Hawk  Hollow,  /^      •>*  ^  '  1  50 

Caivvar,- 2 vols.,     >    •     •    ''..".i  '-- '^  1  50 

Owen's  voyages,  2  vols.,  .    •     •     »'«^  1  25 

'^'"*  '*             Cooper's  Switzerland,  4' vols,      ''f.    <  3  00 

*'*•  ♦                   "       Franca,    ""  i        *  •      « (.  •/  l  50 

(  Carried  forward,  >'f;  ..  .     :.  i  $ 
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Brod^t  forward, 
June  lOy  do  Coopers  England^ 
East  and  west, 
Horse  Shoe  RoUdsod, 
Irving's  Rocky  Mouotahifl, 
Law  of  patents, 
Robertson's  works, 
National  portrait  gallery, 
Boydell's  Shakspeare, 
Hogarth's  works. 
History  of  steam  engines. 
One  box  and  cartage, 


1630, 

Sept  9,  Bought  of  Amos  Lay,  two  maps  of  the 

United  States,  at  910  per  map, 
One  map  of  Canada,  at  98  do. 
One  do    of  the  World,  at  94  50  do, 

1889. 

June  7,  To  Strong  &  McRevnolds,  for  freight  of 

one  box  of  hooka^  2  78 

1889. 

Nov.  1,  To  Dorr,  Webb  &  Co.,  transportation  and 

charges  on  three  boxes  of  bo(As,  7  95 

Whole  amount  expended,  1,146  74 


Mecapitulation. 

Sum  appropriated  for  1837,  t2,000  00 

do            do          do  1838,  1,000  00 

do            do          do  1839,  1,000  00 


1  50 

1  60 

1  50 

2  00 

3  50 

5  00 

25.00 

75  00 

75  00 

4  00 

1  18 

11,103  51 

80  00 

8  00 

4  50 

82  50 

Amount  expended  in  1837,  91,824  10 

do  do  do  1838,  962  81 

do  do  do  1839,  1,146  74 


#4,000  00 


3,933  15 


Leaving  unexpended,  <66  85 

I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

OREN  MARSH, 
librarian. 


[H.  R.  Doc.]  75 
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[No-ea] 

Report  of  the  Committee  ob  Ways  and  Means,  to 
whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  74,  to  provide  for 
the  further  construction  of  certain  works  of  Inter- 
nal Improvement 

Your  committee  having  had  the  subject  referred  to  them  un- 
der ooosideration,  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  said  bill, 
in  its  present  shape,  ought  not  to  become  a  law.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee,  the  project  of  appropriating  money  on 
the  works  of  internal  improvement,  on  a  scale  commensurate 
with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  referred  to,  could  only  be  justi- 
fied by  an  overflowing  treasury,  adequate  to  meet  so  heavy 
draughts  upon  it,  or  by  calling  into  requisition  the  credit  of  the 
state,  with  a  certainty,  or  at  least  a  reasonable  probability,  that 
tiiQt  credit  could  be  rendered  available  ia  the  way  of  obtain- 
ing  loans  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  But,  as  on  the  one  hand, 
the  treasury  of  the  state  is  not  entirely  empty,  but  is  already 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  meet  the  present  floating  debt  actu- 
ally due,  and  the  amounts  constantly  accruing  under  contracts 
now  existing,  to  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  whole  availa- 
ble resources  of  the  state  for  the  present  year,  and  probably  a 
part  of  the  next;  so  on  the  other  hand,  the  credit  of  our  state 
appears  to  be  at  too  low  an  ebb,  especially  when  considered  in 
connection  with  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  financial  af- 
fkirs  of  olir  country  in  general,  to  justify  the  most  sanguine  in 
indulging  the  hope,  that  any  assistance  can  be  obtained  from 
this  source,  by  means  of  loans  or  otherwise.  And  again,  if  the 
anticipation  of  the  instalments  hereafter  to  become  due  on  the 
five  million  loan  be  relied  on  to  meet  the  exigency,  such  anti- 
cipation must  necessarily  be  attended  by  a  sacrifice  too  great 
to  be  justified  by  the  object  in  view;  and  would,  moreover,  be 
a  resource  too  uncertain  to  form  the  basis  of  a  measure  fraught 
with  the  most  fatal  and  disastrous  consequences  in  case  of  dis- 
appointment. Yo^r  committee  are  seriously  impressed  vrith 
the  belief  that  it  is  now  full  time  to  husband  the  resources  and 
qredit  pf  the  state,  and  that  from  the  experience  of  the  past, 
we  should  learn  wisdom  and  economy  for  the  future. 

|t  is  now  too  late  to  look  back  upon  the  past  with  any  ex- 
pression of  regret,  or  to  point  out  the  impolicy  of  engaging  our 
state  in  ^  system  of  internal  improvements  now  found  to  be 
evidently  beyond  our  present  means  to  complete.  The  system 
has  been  adopted— a  debt  of  •5,000,000  has  been  contracted  by 
the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  that  system— and  se- 
veral of  the  works  have  already  been  conunenced,  and  are  now 
partially  constructed. 
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It  duly  retnaios  for  us,  therefore,  to  determine  how  far,  and 
when,  the  remaining  balance  of  the  5,000,000  loan  can  be  ex^ 
pended  or  appropriated  so  as  best  to  promote  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  state,  and  with  the  greatest  pt'obabilttjr  of  pi^du- 
cifig  a  rerenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest  of  that  loan,  and 
prevent  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  direct  taxation.  Whild 
this  paramount  objecft  ia  kept  in  view,  the  faith  of  the  atate, 
pledged  to  its  own  citizens,  and  the  claims  of  our  citiziihB  in 
different  parts  of  our  state,  so  far  as  compatible  with  that  ob^ 
ject,  should  be  carefully  ree^arded. 

That  the  central  railroad,  in  point  of  location,  possesses  ad- 
▼afBtages  oret  every  other  work  of  a  like  character  within  our 
liorders,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  will  not  be  doubted; 
and  if  the  state  could  call  to  her  aid  resources  sufficient  for  the 
completion  of  said  work,  no  doubt  exftts,  in  the  minds  of  your 
committee,  that  an  immediate  revenue  would  be  derived  there- 
from, sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  money  expended  On 
the  same.  leaving  a  surplus  to  be  applied,  either  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  whole  loan,  or  to  be  expended  in  aid 
«f  the.  construction  of  some  other  wOrk,  as  might  be  thonght 
most  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  state.  But  while  the 
committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  an  entire  conviction  that 
the  best  interesta  of  the  state  require  the  speed v  completion  of 
said  central  work,  they  are  equally  impressed  with  the  con^^ 
viction,  that  the  appropriation  and  the  mode  of  letting  con- 
tracts, as  provided  for  in  theinil  referred  to,  would  prove  ruin-^ 
ous  to  the  state.  Your  committee  do  not  entertain  a  doubt 
of  the  practicability  of  letting  contracts  according  to  those 
provisions,  but  they  do  believe  that  such  contracts  could  not  be 
made  without  a  heavy  drawback,  for  it  is  not  for  a  moment  to 
be  supposed  that  the  actual  operator  can  enter  into  competition 
in  this  matter,  unless  he  should  be  in  funds  sufficient  to  enable 
bim  to  wait  for  money  for  a  period  varying  from  one  to  two 
years,  which  can  scarcely  be  supposed  possible.  But  while 
expressing  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  centre,  the  committee  do 
not  intend  to  lose  sight  of  other  portions  of  the  state  works^ 
Bor  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens  M  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
works  of  a  public  character  in  their  ridnity. 

With  these  general  views  of  the  subject,  your  committee  beg 
leave  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  house,  certain 
amendments,  which,  upon  the  most  careful  examination  and 
most  mature  deliberation,  they  have  been  able  to  give  the  sub- 
ject, they  deem  proper  to  be^  made  to  said  bill,  in  the  full  be- 
ief  that  the  best  interests  of  the  state  will  be  thereby  promo^ 
ted,  and  no  unavoidable  or  unnecessary  sacrifice  made. 

The  amendments  which  your  committee  propose  to  said  bill 
are  as  fbllows: 


s 
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Strike  out  after  the  word  improTeinent  (in  the  fourth  Une, 
until  the  word  direct,  in  the  eighth  line.) 

Strike  out  in  line  twelve,  the  word  f  ten)  and  insert  six. 

In  the  fourteenth  line,  add  the  woros  (east  of  Marshall,)  to 
come  in  after  the  word  railroad,  and  insert  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

Provided^  That  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  commission- 
ers of  internal  improvement  to  enter  into  any  contract  for  the 
completion  of  any  portion  of  the  road  west  of  the  village  of 
Jackson,  until  such  part  of  the  work  located  east  of  that  point 
shall  have  been  first  put  under  contract,  and  means  provided 
for  the  payment  of  said  contracts,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act  Nor  in  any  case,  unless  funds  can  be  realized  by 
the  commissioners  from  such  portions  of  the  instalments  as 
could,  with  justice  (to  ether  appropriations  made  by  this  act,) 
be  applied  to  the  prosecution  ot  said  portion  of  the  road,  for 
the  immediate  payment  of  the  contracts  as  they  shall  become 
due,  and  at  a  discount  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. 

Add  to  the  end  of  the  printed  bill,  two  sectiiHis,  to  stand  as 
sections  11  and  12. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  RENWICK, 

Chaimkau 


[No.  70.] 
Annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison. 

State  Prisoriy  Jackson^  December  31, 1839. 
Sir — ^Herewith  you  will  receive,  agreeably  to  section  10,  of 
an  act  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  state  prison,  and 
for  your  presentation  to  the  legislature,  the  report,  &c.,  of  the 
board  of  inspectors  to  the  termination  of  the  fiscal  year,  Slst 
October,  1839.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  admitting  the 
receipt  thereof  per  return  of  post 
And  remain,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  SEPTIMUS  WARD. 

Clerk  State  Prison. 
Randolph  Manning,  Esq.^  Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  Since  preparing  the  rej>ort  of  the  inspectors  and  wri- 
ting the  above,  it  has  upon  inquiry  been  ascertained,  that  the 
following  sums,  contained  in  Benjamin  Porter's  report,  have 
been  paid,  amounting  together  to  9533  11,  viz: 
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May  21,    Paid  to  J.  H.  Titus,  for  conveying 

eleven  convicts,  #230  68 

Ira  A.  Reid,  deputy  keeper,  104  16 

B.  Porter,  as  agent,  208  32 

•533  11 

Consequently  there  will  require  that  amount  less  to  be  ap- 
propriated for* 

J.  S.  WARD. 


In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  section  10,  of  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  state  pri- 
son," the  board  of  inspectors  for  the  state  prison  at  Jackson, 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  stdte  and  condition  of  the 
prison: 

The  prison  buildings  being  in  an  unfinished  state  at  the  time 
the  prisoners  were  removed  to  this  place,  in  March  last,  a  tem- 
porary building  was  erected  for  their  reception;  this  they  have 
continued  to  occupy  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
time  during  the  warm  season,  when  they  were  lodged  in  the 
cells  of  the  prison  separately.  The  temporary  building  con- 
sists of  a  cook-room  and  a  large  apartment  which  answers  the 
double  purpose  of  a  lodging  and  mess-room,  having  four  tiers 
of  berths  on  each  side,  and  tables  in  the  centre.  The  building 
is  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  is  less  secure  than  the  cells, 
amd  thwarts  in  a  great  measure,  that  wholesome  disciplme, 
which  can  only  be  preserved,  where  there  is  less  chance  of 
communication  among  the  convicts;  but  it  is  believed  to  be  the 
best  place  that  circumstances  would  admit  of. 

wie  had  confidently  hoped  that  the  west  wing  of  the  prison 
would  have  been  completed  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  pri- 
-gonei^  by  the  first  of  January,  but  a  failure  on  the  part  of  those 
•who  purchased  the  state  bonds,  to  meet  the  monthly  instal- 
uents,  has  compelled  the  commissioner  to  suspend  for  the 
present,  the  whole  work. 

An  addition  to  the  temporary  building  had  become  necessa- 
xy,  and  has  recently  been  erected  to  accommodate  a  greater 
number  of  prisoners  through  the  winter. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  prison,  have  been  attended 
with  much  embarrassment,  and  in  many  oases,  with  a  loss  to 
the  state;  it  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  an  appropriation  for 
defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  prison;  die  agent  had  no 
alternative  left,  but  to  use  the  credit  or  the  state;  this  has  been 
.done  for  the  whole  amount  which  has  accrued,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  what  has  been  received  for  convict  labor,  as  will  ap- 
pear in  the  report  of  the  agent,  ami^ced^  to  which  we  beg  leave 
to  refer. 
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The  amount  of  eTpenditures  which  accrued  during  the  m* 

Jerintendence  of  Benjamin  Porter,  and  previous  to  the  24th 
une,  are  not  included  in  the  report  of  the  present  agent;  it 
amounts  to  ^,661  34,  as  appears  by  copies  of  two  monthly 
reportrof  Benjamin  Porter,  annexed,  all  of  which,  it  is  belie- 
ved, remain  unpaid,  except  the  sum  of  seventeen  dollars,  which 
has  been  paid  on  the  account  of  the  attending  physician,  show- 
ing a  balance  unpaid,  up  to  the  24th  of  June,  of  f2,644  34. 

The  annual  report  of  the  agent,  exhibits  the  amount  of  labor 
performed  by  the  convicts,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  applied.  It  likewise  exhibits  the  amount  of  receipts  and 
expendi  tares,  from  the  24th  June  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  October. 

The  condition  of  the  prison  in  regard  to  health  and  physical 
ability,  is  and  has  been  good  through  tlie  past  warm  Beason, 
as  will  appear  by  the  agent's  report,  showing  the  quantity  of 
time  lost  by  sickness;  in  regard  thereto,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  many  of  the  convicts  were  diseased  on  entering  the 
prison;  through  the  prompt  attention  of  the  physician^  such 
convicts  have  been  restored  to  health,  while  tnoee  who  have 
been  laboring  under  complaints  common  to  the  country,  such 
as  fever,  ague,  &c.,  have  lost  but  few  days  each. 

The  discipline  under  the  present  efficient  agent  and  deputy 
keeper,  has  resulted  in  keeping  good  order  and  subordination, 
requiring  the  infliction  of  but  very  Httle  corporeal  punishment 

The  moral  instruction  of  the  prison,  has  consisted  in  supply- 
ing such  of  the  convicts,  who  could  read,  with  a  copy  of  the 
Testament,  together  with  the  divine  lectures  of  the  chaplain, 
once  in  each  week,  whose  christian  fidelity  and  attentioB  has 
had  its  due  influence  on  most  of  the  convicts. 

Copies  of  the  monthly  reports  which  have  been  made  by  the 
agent  to  the  board,  will  be  found  also  annex)ed. 

The  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  the  prison,  SlstOcto^ 
ber.  Was  twenty-five,  since  which  tiipe,  np  to  the  dlst  Deceof- 
her,  there  has  been  added  seven  thereto,  making  the  present 
number  thirty-two. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  copies  of  Benjamin  Porfei^s  two  re- 
ports, that  f  2,644  34  will  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  same, 
ft  also  appears  by  the  agent's  report  of  receipts,  disbursemeots 
aild  outstanding  debits,  that  the  sum  of  f  1,568  02  is  reqiured 
to  meet  the  liabilities  incurred  up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  yeor^ 
81st  October.  We  have  been  informed  by  the  agent  that  from 
the  termination  thereof,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  there 
have  accrued  liabilities,  mnountii^  to  91,500;  these  will,  to- 

father,  require  about  the  suih  of  t5»700  foi^  their  liquidatioo. 
or  tltts  amount  it  is  respectfully  requested  of  the  legisbturs 
that  a  provision  may  be  made  at  the  earliest  Of^porttmity^ 
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also  that  an  appropriaticm  may  be  made  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  ensuing  yean 

Any  further  information  that  may  be  required  by  the  legis- 
lature, will  be  cheerfully  forwarded. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

IRA  C.  BACKUS, 
ALLEN  BENNETT, 
R.  B.  REXFORD, 

Inspectors. 
State  Prison,  Jackson,  December  81,  1889, 

State  Prison,  Jackson,  July  28,  1839. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  said  Prison: 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  the  agent,  respectfully  reports,  that  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  due  to  the  undermen- 
tioned persons,  for  services  rendered  at  the  state  prison;  also, 
for  goods  furnished  for  the  use  of  said  prison,  from  the  24th 
day  of  June  to  24th  day  of  July,  1839. 
1839. 

July  24,  To  J.  H.  Titus,  for  services  as  agent  of 

prison  for  46  days,  at  $1,000  per  an- 
num, 9125  04 
''  L.  B.  CogsweU,  as  guard,  31  days,  at 

$1  25  38  75 

"P.  Cough,  do      29        do  86  25 

«  T.  Cough,  do      81        do  88  75 

''  M.  Harragan,  do  '    81        da  38  75 

'<  C.  S.  Elwell,  do      32        do  40  00 

"  N.  Hammond,  do      81        do  88  75 

''  D.  B.  Wilcox,  do      16        do  SO  00 

''  Ford  &L  Buck,  8  pair  mittins,  8  75 

**  Kirby,  at  Detroit,  for  leather  and  trans- 

fortation.    Invoice  2,  68  62 

n  Watkins,  for  88  gallons  oil,  at  $1 
44  per  gallon.    Invoice  4,  46  52 

•487  86 

8taU  of  JMRohigan,  Jackson  Omnty,  ss. 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward,  clerk,  of 
the  state  prison  at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the 
within*  statement  is  correct  and  true  according  to  the  bast  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed,)  J.  H.  TITUS,  JlgcfU,    • 

J.  S.  WARD,  Cierh 
Sohscribed  and  swoni  to.  this  24th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1888. 
(S^d,)  nU  C.  SACI^US,  amrman. 
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Siaie  Prtaon,  JaeksoUj  Aigust^  18M. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  said  prison: 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  the  agent,  respectfully  reports,  that  the  fol- 
lowinff  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  due  to  the  undennen- 
tioned  persons  for  services  rendered  at  the  state  prison,  also 
for  goods  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  prison,  from  the  24th  day 
of  July  to  the  21st  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1830. 
1889. 

Aug.  21,  To  J.  H.  Titus,  for  services  as  agent  of 

said  prison,  for  29  days,  at  01,000 
per  annum,  $69  46 

"  D.  B.  Wilcox,  for  29  days,  as  deputy 

keeper,  at  0500  per  year,  84  73 

'^  L.  B.  Cogswell,  as  guard,  24  days,  at 

01  25  30  00 

<<    P.  Cough,  for  services  as  guard,  28 

days,  at  01  25  35  00 

"    Thos.  Cough,        do        28        do  35  00 

**    M.  Harragan,        do        28        do  35  00 

«    C.  S.  Elwell,         do        24        do  30  00 

*'    N.  Hammond,       do        28        do  35  00 

"    J.  Roberts  &  Co.,  Detroit,  for  goods 

to  make  clothiUj^  for  convicts,  91  36 

**    Lonson  Wilcox,  wr  shoemakers'  tools, 

lasts,  &C.,  for  prison,  8  95 

0399  50 


State  of  Michigan^  Jackson  County^  ss, 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  agenl,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward,  clerk,  of 
the  state  prison  at  Jackson,  being  sworn,  say  that  the  within 
statement  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
kno#Iedge  and  belief. 

J.  H.  TITUS,  •%oit. 
J.  S.  WARD.  ClerL 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  21st  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1089,  before  me. 

(Signed,)  IRA  C.  BACKUS, 

Chaimuau 

State  Prison^  Jackson,  S^L  18,  1839. 

7b  the  honcrable  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison: 

Jonas  H,  Titus,  the  agent,  respectfully  reports,  that  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  due  to  the  undermen* 
tioned  persons,  for  services  rendered  at  the  state  prison;  also, 
for  goonds  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  prison,  from  the  21st  day 
of  August  to  the  18th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1889: 
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1889. 

Sept  16f  To  Jonas  H.  Titus,  for  services  as  agent 

of  said  prison,  29  days,  at  $1,000  per 
annum, 
"  D.  B.  Wilcox,  for  services  as  deputy 

keeper,  29  days,  at  #500  per  annum, 
*'  L.  B.  Cogswell,  as  guard,  25  days,  at 

•1  25, 
"  Patrick  Cough,  do  29  do 
''  Thomas  Cough,  do  29  do 
"  Michael  Harragan,  do  29  do 
"    C.  S.  Elwell,  for  services  as  guard, 

25  days,  at  91  25 
"  N.  Hammond,  do        29        do 

"  A.  E.  Lyon,  do        25        do 

"  Silas  W.  Stowell,  for  sundries  fur- 
nished for  the  use  of  said  prison,  6  18 

8349  12 


•69  46 

34 

73 

31 

25 

36  25 

36  25 

36  25 

31 

25 

36 

25 

81 

25 

State  of  J[Iichigan,  Jackson  CotLnty,  ss. 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward,  derkof 
the  state  prison  at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the 
within  statement  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed,)  J.  H.  TITUS,  ^gent 

X  S.  WARD,  CkrkA 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1839, 
before  me. 

(Signed,)  IRA  C.  BACKUS,  Chairman. 


State  Prison^  Jackson^  September  25,  1839. 

3b  the  Board  of  Inspectors: 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  the  agent,  respectfully  reports,  that  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  correct  statement  of  convict  labor,  performed  for 
Z.  Piatt  and  Silas  W.  Stowell;  and  that  there  is  now  due  to 
S.  W.  Stowell,  for  boarding  22  convicts,  8849  60,  as  by  state- 
ment, hereunder  written,  will  more  fully  appear. 

1839. 

To  661  day's  labor,  for  Z.  Piatt,  by  con- 
victs, at  7s.  per  day,    ,  8578  52 
^'  208  days,  at  Os.  per  day,  156  00 


Carried  forward, 
ja.  R-  Doc)  76 
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Brought  forward,  9 

To  112  days  for  SUas  W.  Stowell,  at  80.  per 

day,  112  00 

•846  92 
Due  to  Silas  W.  Stowell^  for  boarding  con- 
victs from  May  24  to  August  Ist,  as  per 
bUl  on  file,  684  60 

Due  for  boarding  22  convicts  from  August 
2  to  Septeml^r  18,  25  days,  at  30  cents 
each,  165  00 

•849  60 


State  of  JUBchiganj  Jackson  county^  ss* 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  the  agent,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward, 
clerk,  of  the  state  prison,  being  sworn,  say  that  the  above  state- 
ment is  true  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed,)  J.  H.  TITUS,  Jlgent, 

J.  S.  WARD,  Clerk 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  26th  day  of  September,  1839^ 
before  me. 

(Signed,)  IRA  C.  BACKUS,  Chaimuau 

State  PrisoUj  Jackson^  Oct  31, 1839. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  : 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  agent  of  the  state  prison,  respectfully  re- 
ports, that  the  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  doe 
to  the  undermentioned  persons,  for  services  rendered  at  the 
state  prison;  also  for  goods  furnished  for  the  use  of  said  prison, 
from  the  16th  day  of  September  to  31st  day  of  October,  1839. 
1839. 

Oct  31,  To  Jonas  H.  Titus,  for  services  as  agent 

of  said  prison,  37  days,  at  91,000  per 
annum,  9101  87 

"  D.  B.  Wilcox,  for  services  as  deputy 

keeper,  37  days,  at  9500  per  annum,  60  68 

''  L.  B.  Cogswell,  as  guard,  32  days,  at 

91  25  40  00 

''  C.  S.  Elwell,  do      32        do  40  00 

^'  N.  R.  Hammond,      do      32        do  40  00 

**  Irus  Hammond,         do      30        do  37  50 

'*  A.  E.  Lyon,  do      43        do  53  75 

"  T.  A.  Swift,  do      30        do         ,  37  50 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward, 
Oct  81,  To  H.  H.  Mather,  for  boiler  and  tin  pans. 

Invoice  49, 

"  J.  B*  Pish,  for  3  cans  powder.    In- 
voice 20, 

"  Ford  &  Buck,  1  can  powder.    In- 
voice 20, 

"  J.  Roberts  &  Co.,  for  woollen  socks. 
Invoice  38, 

^  Pierre  Teller,  for  medicines.    Invoice 
39, 

"  Stowell,  for  boarding  convicts.    In- 
voice 49i, 


f 

8  50 

2  2& 

1  81 

SI  07 

65  50 

282  80 

•772  68 

State  of  Michigan,  Jackson  County^  ss, 

Jonas  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward,  clerk, 
being  sworn,  sav  that  the  within  statement  is  correct  and  true, 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  TITUS,  ^ent 

J.  S.  WARD,  Clerk. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  23d  day  of  October,  1839,  be- 
fore me. 

(Signed)  IRA  C.  BACKUS, 

Chaimum* 


tdatnim/  Report 

Th  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison : 

GENTLEMEN — In  compUauce  with  **sec.  36"  of  "An  act  to 

rrovide  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  state  prison/' 
respectfully  submit  to  you  a  statement  of  convict  labor,  to- 
gether with  the  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  applied  or 
disposed  of,  from  the  22d  day  of  April  to  the  31st  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1639,  both  inclusive. 

And  remain,  gentlemen. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  H.  TITUS, 
tOgent  S.  P* 
State  PrisonHf  JhfilwM^  JWv»  30^  1889. 


i» 
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TJie  State  Prison. 
CR- 

By  convict  labor  from  22d  April  to  31st  Oct,  1839, 

3,250i  days. 
To  labor  for  Z.  Piatt,  in  stone  quarry, 

661}  days,  7$.  9579  02i 
"  "  "  208         «*     6*.    156  00 

"  H.  B.  Lathrop,     "  82J      «      «      61  08 

"  S.  W.  Stowell,     "  161         "    8*.   161  00 


1,113  #968  70i 

'<  for  state  in  blacksmith's  shop, 
shoemaker's  shop,  tailor's 
shop,  bricklaying,  &c.,  l,672i 

''  lost  by  sickness,  misconduct, 

and  inclement  weather,  465 

Total  number  of  days,  3,250  i 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison : 

Gentlemen — In  pursuance  of  sec.  36  of  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  state  prison,"  I  here- 
with render  you  a  statement  of  convict  labor,  and  the  proceeds 
arising  therefrom;  also  of  thb  disbursements  made  on  account 
of  the  convicts  between  the  periods  of  the  22d  April  and  the 
31st  of  October,  1839.  For  1,113  days'  labor,  there  has  been 
realized  the  sum  of  91,007  09.  There  has  been  1,672}  days' 
labor  performed  by  convicts  on  the  state  work,  &c,  which,  if 
it  had  been  realized  to  the  prison,  would  amount  to  91,347  24. 
I  regret  to  state,  there  has  been  unavoidably  lost  to  the  prison^ 
by  sickness,  inclement  weather,  misconduct  &c.,  between  the 
said  periods,  465  days'  labor. 

I  remain,  gentlemen, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  H.  TITUS,  Jlgent 

Jonas  H.  TUuSf  Commissioner^  in  account  loith  the  State. 

DR. 
1839. 
Sept.  27,  To  amount  of  Z.  Piatt,  for  convict  labor, 

6611  days,  7s,  9578  8S 

'<  an)ount  of  Z.  Piatt,  for  comrict  labor, 

208  days,  6s.,  166  00 

'*  amount  of  Z.  Piatt,  for  work  in  black- 
smith's shop,  49  89 

9784  41 
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CR. 
1839. 

July    10,  By  cash  paid  Williams,  on  discharge, 

92  00 

29,        do  Bell,  do        2  00 

13,        do  Barber,  for  cell  tubs,      8  00 

Aug.     5^        do  do  do  3  00 

July    30,        do  Bradt,  following  pris.,  19  00 

Oct     10,      '  do  N.  Hammond,    do         5  00 

do  A.  E.  Lyon,  5  00 

Aug.     8»        do  Thps.  Cough,  as  guard,  3  00 

28,        do  do  do    25  00 

10,        do  M.  Harragan,        do      6  00 

28,        do  do  do    30  00 

10,        do  L.  B.  Cogswell,     do      6  00 

28,        do  do  do    25  00 

10,        do  C.  S.  Elwell,         do      6  00 

28,        do  do  do    25  00 

20,        do  N.  R.  Hammond,  do      2  00 

28,        do  do  do    30  00 

do  D.  B-  Wilcox,       do    15  00 

do  P.  Cough,  do    35  00 

do  A.  E.  Lyon,  as     do    20  00 

Oct.     15,        do  P.  P.  Sawyer,        do    16  25 

Aug.    16,        do  Watkins,  gallon  oil,        2  24 

7,        do  E.  Beddell,  cord  wood,  80  00 

OcL    14,        do  E.  B.  Miller,  brooms,     6  00 

24,       tlo  H.  H.  Mather,  pons,       3  50 

9828  09 

Carried  to  outstanding  accounts,  #455  42 


The  State  on  account  of  Convict  Department,  the  following  out* 

standing  accounts: 

DR. 

June  25,  To  Ford  &,  Co.,  for  mittens,  8  75 

Jufy    5,        6.  Kirby  &  Co.,  for  leather,  57  58 

6,        John  Watkins,  33  gallons  oil,  48  52 

25,        J.  Roberts,  clothing,  91  86 

Aug.  12,        L.  Willcox,  one  kit  shoe  tools,  8  96 

June  24»  S.  W.  Stowell,  board  of  con- 
victs, 24th  May  to  24th 
August,  2,282  rations,  9684  6a 

Carried  forward,  #  • 


■ 
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Brought  forward,  •  • 

SeptlS,  To  S.  W.  Stowell,  board  of  con- 

victim  24th  August  to  18th 
Septeml>er,  550  rations,         165  00 
Oct.  31,       *S.  W.  Stowell,  board  of  coft. 

victs,   18th  September  to 
Slst  October,  941  rations,      282  30 

^ 1,131  90 

Jan.  17,        S.  W.  Stowell,  for  lard  and  sundries,  6  18 

Oct  26,  do  pork  barrels,  2  50 

Sept28,       J.  B.  Fish,  gunpowder,  2  25 

Ford  &  Buck,    do  1  31 

Oct    4,        Roberts  &  Co«,  clothing  and  socks^  21  97 

P,  Teller,*  medicines,  55  50 

G«  W.  Gorham,  bottles  wd  jars,  3  50 

&.  Kirby,  leather,  55  41 

L«  B.  Cogswell,  guard,  24th 

June  to  Slst  October,  9133  75 

jLess  caahy  see  contra,  36  00 


i 


v» 


p.  Cough,  guard,  24th  June 

to  dOtb  September,  116  25 

JLeas  cash,  see  contra,  85  00 

Thos.  Cough,  guard,  24th 
Jua«  to  30th  September,      9118  75 
Leas  ca^h,  see  contra,  28  00 

M.  Harragan,  guard,  24th 
June  to  30th  September,      f  123  75 
Less  cash,  see  contra,  36  00 

a  S.  Elwell,  guard,  24th 
June  to  31st  Qctober,  9140  00 

Less  cash,  see  contra,  31  00 

N.  Hammond,  guard,  24th 

June  to  31st  October,  f  155  OO 

Less  cash,  see  contra,  32  00 

D.  B.  WiBcox,  guard,  $2/^  00 

Less  cash,  see  contra,  15  00 


}07  75 


81  25 


90  75 


87  75 


109  00 


123  iM 


5  00 


T.  A.  Swift,  guard,  from  2d 

to  3l8t  Ojtober,  37  50 

h  HttBimcHid,  guard,    da  37  50 

Carried  forward,  • 


■^"■■^ 


HOUSE  DOCL«Jb.-v V r  ^- 

Brought  forward,  >, 

Oct    4,  To  A.  E.  Lyon,  guard,  21^  Kw 

gust  to  31st  October,  ^;,  ^^ 

Less  cash,  see  contra,  '^  /., 

Bennett,  jr.,  for  four  pooodt 
epsom  salt8,  ^, 

CR  *^>^0'   ^y^ 

By  convict  labor,  S.  W.  Stowell,  161 

days,  $ly  $m  (M 

for  H.  B.  Lathrop,  &2k  do       dl  6<i^ 

Deduct  cash  received^  4^  ^ 


AgKir^  of  B.  Portery  ^ent 

State  Prison  Jackson^  May  21|  18S0« 

.  3b  ^&e  JBodr(2  o/*  Inspectors: 

The  agent  respectfully  reports,  that  the  following  is  a  cor* 
rect  statement  ofmoneys  received  and  expended  on  account  of 
said  prison,  commendng  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  and  ending 
on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1839: 
May  21,  Due  S.  W.  Stowell,  biUs  of  llth 

April  and  21st  May,  for 

.  prisoners,  9888  T7 

Dyer  &  Derbey,   bill  of 

1 1th  April  and  16th  May 

clothing,  8  28 

W.  Baker  &  Co.,  March  5 

and  April  30th,  clothing,  16  83 

Ford  &  Buck,  May  2d  and 

April  80tb,  oil,  2  00 

A.  a  Ford,  March  11th, 

buck  mits,  8  00 

Wm.  Ford   A  Son,  17di 

April,  flour  and  meal,  20  62 

Mrs.  Chapin,  April   80th, 

clothes,  97  18 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

May  21  f  Due  Mrs.  Weliman,  April  aoth, 

making  clothes,  83  00 

M.    Fallabu,   May    21st, 

work,  &c.,  9  00 

C.  R.  <xaiisoa,  May  2l8t, 

expenses,  5  88 

B.  W.  Rockwells,  from  22d 
April  and  30th  April,  tes- 
taments and  oil,  5  75 
Benedict  &    Tisdie,   22d 

Jan.,  for  clothing,  8146  02 
do  19th  Feb.  do  82  13 
do  March  9,  blankets,  56  25 
do  11  do  oil,  &c., 
do  do  cloths, 
do  14*  do  do 
do  do  molasses, 
do  11  do  oil,  &C., 
do  April  1,  lamp  oil, 
do  20th  March,    do 


2  63 

10  39 

5  25 

15  00 

3  50 

2  00 

0  50 

8  07 

1  46 

A.  Bennet,  jr.,  bill,  April 
30,  for  expenses, 

do  15th  May,  coffee, 

Baldwin  &  Kimball,  forks, 
knives,  spoons,  lanterns, 
cups,  &c.,  22d  February,      31  24 

M.  B.  &  J.  W.  Medburry, 
bill  of  30th  April,  suspen^ 
ders,  0  98 

do        do  knives  and  forks,        7  94 

do  21st  Januaiy,  clothing,      IS  78 

Amos  Bigelow's  bill,  25th    ' 
April,  for  hardware,front 
for  cook  house,  &c.,  33  43 

Samuel  Blackwell  &  Ca, 

bill,  30th  April,  for  chain,    25  76 

do  17th  Februasy,  clothing,      78  84 

B.  Porter,  for  the  following 
bills  paid,  to  wit: 

Dewy  &  Green,  bill  for 
carver  and  fork^  8th  of 

Carried  forward, 


323  67 


9  53 


S2  65 


99  65 


1  56 
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Brought  forward,  •  • 

March,  1  38 

May  81,  Due  Edward    Miller,    bill   for 

washing,  &c.,9th  March,        4  34 
Mrs.  Miller,  bill  for  wash- 
ing, &c.,  22d  March, 
Sam  1  Knapp,  bill  for  soap, 

13th  March,  6  00 

*J*  H.  Titu»,  expenses  for 
remoTing  11  convicts 
to  Jackson,  6th  March, 
1830,  220  63 

Mrs.  Hessler,  for  making 
mattrass,  sheets,  &c., 
20th  March,  1  57 

Thomas  Carragan,  per  re- 
ceipt, expenses,  6th  of 
March,  1  00 

Edward  Miller,  per  receipt, 
expenses,  7th  March,  1  00 

William  Cockbum,  per  re- 
ceipt, expenses,  7th  of 
March,  50 

Jas.  S.  Porter,  per  receipt,     ' 
expenses,  7th  March,  1  00 

Dyer  &  Derbey,  bill  for  22 
palm  leaf  hats,  for  con- 
victs. May  10th,  1830,  5  50 
G.  W.  Gorham,  making 
bullet  moulds,  3d  May, 
1839, 

H.  P.  Mabee,  as  guard,  7th 
May,  7i  days,  8s., 
Mrs.  Miller,  washing,  &c., 

116  pieces, 
Dr.  McLain,  for  ointment. 
For  22  prs.  brogan  shoes 
for  convicts,  16s., 
i  fold  paper,  9s., 
3i  lbs  nops,  3s.,  and  1  pair 
shears,  5s., 

1  box  percussion  caps,  2s. 
6d., 


1  38 

7  60 

2  58 

25 

44  00 

1  13 

1  94 

31 

Carried  forward,  •  # 

*I  have  learnt  mneo  making  ap  the  report,  that  thia  amount  haa  been  paid  #290 

J.  8.  WARD,  CMC  S.  P. 

[H.  R.  Doc]  77 


«•  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Brought  forward,  9 

May  21,  Due  Mr.  Hammond,  for  appre- 
hending Thos.  Green,  who 
escaped  from  prison,  25  00 


JocboJi,  May  21,  1880. 
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Pfeitrick  Cough,  as  guard, 

74  i  days,  from  7th  March 

to  this  date,  at  10s.,  93  13 

6.  W.  Elliott,  as  guard, 

75  i  days,  from  March  7 

to  this  date,  at  lOs.  04  38 

Levi  Beebe,  26  i  days  as 
guard,  from  6th  March  to 
2d  April,  at  10s.  33  13 

Levi  Morley,  half  day  on 
March  7,  10s.  ^ 

L.  B.  Cogswell,  27  i,  from 
6th  March  to  this  date,  at 
lOs.  34  38 

Michael  Harragan,  471, 9th 

April  to  this  date,  10s.  51  88 

Thomas  Cough,  as  guard, 
53  days,  from  3d  April 
to  this  date,  10s.,  61  25 

Ira  A.  Reed,a8  deputy  keep- 
er two  and  a  half  months, 
•500  per  year,  104  16 

B*  Porter,  agent,  two  and 
a  half  months,  91,000  per 
year,  208  32 

Jesse  Wood,  for  cooking  69 
days,  from  5th  March  to 
this  date,  8s.,  «9  00 

6.  W.  Gorham,  bill,  May 
21,  for  services  as  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  for  said 
prison,  from  11th  March 
to  this  date,  40  50 

Paid  on  6.  W.  Gorham's 
account  by  auditor  gene- 
ral, $17,00,  I'^r  00 


•2,244  19 
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Benj.  Porter^  Commissioner  of  State  Pruon. 

18S0. 

Feb.       24,    To  making   and  fimshing 

32  shackles,  #64  60 

To  making  two  cherries, 

(for   musket  and  buck 

shot,)  2  00 

To  making  brass  moulds 

for  musket  balls  and  buck 

shot,  2  00 

To  one  day's  work,  ironxng 

prisoners  and  procuring 

rifles  for  guaxds,  2  50 

#70  50 


I  hereby  certify  the  above  account  to  be  correct 

B.  PORTER, 
Late  Jiciing  Commissianer. 

State  of  Mkk^em^  Jackson  County,  ss. 

Benjamin  Porter,  agent,  and  Corneal  R.  Granson,  clerk,  o[ 
the  state  prison,  at  Jackson,  being  sworn,  say  that  the  within 
report  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief. 

B.  PORTER,  jfecwt 

C.  R.  GANSO]^  Clerk 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  22d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1880, 
before  me. 

IRA  C.  BACKUS, 
President  of  the  Board  of  bupectars  State  Prison* 

July  19,  Allowed  Ira  A.  Reed,  as  deputy  keep- 
er, from  the  17th  April,  to  20th  May, 
inclusive,  33  days,  at  #500,  #46  46 

Allowed  B.  Porter,  agent,  from  17th 
April,  to  24th  June,  at  #1,000  per 
year,  188  SO 

H.  HOWARD, 
Jiuiitar  OeneraL 


State  Prison,  Jackson,  June  24^  1689. 
^  the  Board  of  Inspectors: 
The  agrat  respectfully  reports,  that  the  following  is  a  oor- 
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reel  statement  of  moneys  due  to  (he  undermentioned  perBons, 
for  services  rendered  at  the  state  prison,  from  the  2l8t  day  of 
May,  A.  D.  1839,  to  the  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1839. 

1839. 

June  24^  Due  B.  Porter,  for  services  as  agent  of 

said  prison,  for  34  days,  at  91, 000 
per  annum,  998  60 

"  Ira  A.  Reed,  for  services  as  deputy 

keeper,  at  $500  per  annum,  49  30 

''  Michael  Harragan,  as  guard,  34  days, 

at  91  25  per  day,  42  50 

^'  Thomas  Cough,  as  guard,  34  days, 

at  •!  25  per  day,  42  50 

"  Patrick  Cough,  from  21st  May  to  4th 

June,  14  days,  at  91  25  per  day,  17  50 

"  Aretus  Dunn,  from  4th  June  to  16th 

June,  12  days,  at  1^1  25  per  day,  15  00 

<'  C.  S.  Elwell,  from  4th  June  to  24th 

June,  20  days,  25  00 

''  Lfcvi  Morley,  from  June  17th  to  June 

19th,  2  days,  2  50 

"  Nathaniel  Harman,  from  June  19th 

to  June  24,  5  days,  6  25 

"  J.  W.  Elliot,  for  35  days,  at  $1  25 

per  day,  43  76 

May  24,  To  S.  W.  Stowell,  Dr. 

"     1  bedcord,  for  bed,  3s. 
"    1  box  pills,  by  Reed,  3*. 
30,  "    3  pounds  lard,  at  Is,  4d.  per  pound, 
"    1  bottle  ink,  15  cts, 
June    4,  <*    3  pounds  lard,  at  Is.  Ad. 
8,  "    4  do  do 

4,  "    3J        do  do 

4  buckles,  2s. 
22,  ''    2i  pounds  lard,      do 

•346  65 

State  of  MSchigarij  Jackson  County^  ss. 

Benjamin  Porter,  agent,  and  Joseph  Septimus  Ward,  clerk 
of  the  state  prison  at  Jackson,  being  sworn,  say,  that  the  above 
statement  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

B.  PORTER,  jfcefU, 
J.  S.  WARD,  Ckrk. 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  26th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1889, 
before  me. 

ALLEN  BENNETT,  Chairmm. 
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88 

pound, 
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15 

do 

50 

do 

64 

do 
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25 

do 
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* 

Allowed  B.  Porter^  agent,  for  services  from  the 

17th  April  to  24th  June,  the  date 
of  act,  to  the  day  his  services 
ceased,  at  #1,000  per  year,  sixty- 
eight  days,  9186  30 
^  Ira  A.  Reed,  his  services  as  deputy  keep- 
er, including  the  within  mentioned 
services^  83  days,  at  #500  per  an- 
num, 118  15 

#299  45 


H.  HOWARD, 
AudUor  OeneroL 


1 


